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CHAPTER  VII. 

CORxfis    DESCENDS    FROM    THE    TaBLE-LAND. NEGOTIATED    WITH 

Narvaez. — Prepares  to  assault  him. — Quarters  of  Nar- 

VAEZ. AlTACKED    BY    NiGHT. NaRVAEZ   DEFEATED. 

1520. 

Traversing  the  southern  causeway,  by -which  they  had  entered 
the  capital,  the  little  party  were  soon  on  their  march  across 
the  beautiful  Valley.  They  climbed  the  mountain  screen  which 
Nature  had  so  inelfectually  drawn  around  it ;  passed  between 
the  huge  volcanoes  that,  like  faithless  watch-dogs  on  their 
posts,  have  long  since  been  buried  in  slumber;  threaded  the 
intricate  defiles  where  they  had  before  experienced  such  bleak 
and  tempestuous  weather ;  and,  emerging  on  the  other  side, 
descended  the  western  slope  which  opens  on  the  witle  expanse 
of  the  fruitful  plateau  of  Cholula. 

They  heeded  little  of  what  they  saw  on  their  rapid  march, 
nor  whether  it  was  cold  or  hot.  The  anxiety  of  tiicir  minds 
made  them  indifferent  to  outward  annoyances;  and  they  had 
fortunately  none  to  encounter  from  the  natives,  for  the  name  of 
Spaniard  was  in  itself  a  charm, — a  better  guard  than  helm  or  buck- 
ler to  the  bearer. 

In  Cholula,  Cortcfs  had  the  inexpressible  satisfaction  of  meet- 
ing Velasquez  de  Leon,  with  the  hundred  and  twenty  soldiers 
intrusted  to  his  command  for  the  formation  of  a  colony.  That 
faithful  ofTicer  had  been  some  time  at  Cholula,  waiting  for  the 
fcncral'i  approach.     Mad   he   failed,   the  enterprise  of  Cort^ 
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must  have  failed,  also.'  The  idea  of  resistance,  with  his  own 
handful  of  followers,  would  have  been  chimerical.  As  it  was, 
his  little  band  was  now  trebled,  and  acquired  a  confidence  in 
proportion. 

Cordially  embracing  their  companions  in  arms,  now  knit 
together  more  closely  than  ever  by  the  sense  of  a  great  and 
common  danger,  the  combined  troops  traversed  with  quick 
step  the  streets  of  the  sacred  city,  where  many  a  dark  pile  of 
ruins  told  of  their  disastrous  visit  on  the  preceding  autumn. 
They  kept  the  high  road  to  Tlascala ;  and,  at  not  many  leagues' 
distance  from  that  capital,  fell  in  with  father  Olmedo  and  his 
companions  on  their  return  from  the  camp  of  Narvaez,  to  which, 
it  will  be  remembered,  they  had  been  sent  as  envoys.  The 
ecclesiastic  bore  a  letter  from  that  commander,  in  which  he 
summoned  Cortes  and  his  followers  to  submit  to  his  authority  as 
captain-general  of  the  country,  menacing  them  with  condign 
punishment,  in  case  of  refusal  or  delay.  Olmedo  gave  many 
curious  particulars  of  the  state  of  the  enemy's  camp.  Narvaez 
he  described  as  puifed  up  by  authority,  and  negligent  of  precau- 
tions against  a  foe  whom  he  held  in  contempt.  He  was  surround- 
ed by  a  number  of  pompous,  conceited  officers,  who  ministered 
to  his  vanity,  and  whose  braggart  tones,  the  good  father,  who 
had  an  eye  for  the  ridiculous,  imitated,  to  the  no  small  diversion 
of  Cortes  and  the  soldiers.  Many  of  the  troops,  he  said,  showed 
no  great  partiality  for  their  commander,  and  were  strongly  disin- 
clined to  a  rupture  with  their  countrymen ;  a  state  of  feeling 
much  promoted  by  the  accounts  they  had  received  of  Cortds,  by 
his  own  arguments  and  promises,  and  by  the  liberal  distribution  of 
the  gold  with  which  he  had  been  provided.  In  addition  to  these 
matters,  Cortes  gathered  much  important  intelligence  respecting 
the  position  of  the  enemy's  force,  and  his  general  plan  of  opera- 
tions. 

At  Tlascala,  the  Spaniards  were  received  with  a  frank  and 
friendly  hospitality.  It  is  not  said,  whether  any  of  the  Tlas- 
calan  allies  had  accompanied  them  from  Mexico.  If  they  did, 
they  went  no  further  than  their  native  city.  Cortes  requested  a 
reinforcement  of  six  hundred  fresh  troops  to  attend  him  on  his 
present  expedition.  It  was  readily  granted ;  but,  before  the 
army  had  proceeded  many  miles  on  its  route,  the  Indian  auxili- 
aries fell  off,  one  after  another,  and  returned  to  their  city.    They 

*  So  says  Oviedo — and  with  truth  ;  "  Si  aquel  capitan  Juan  Velasquez  de 
Leon  no  estubiera  mal  con  su  pariente  Diego  Velasquez,  e  se  pasara  con  los 
150  Hombres,  que  havia  llevado  a  Gua9acalco,  a  la  parte  de  Panfilo  de 
Narvaez  su  cunado,  acabado  oviera  Cortes  su  oficio."  Hist,  de  las  Ind., 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  12. 
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had  no  personal  feeling  of  animosity  to  gratify  in  the  present 
instance,  as  in  a  war  against  Mexico.  It  may  be,  too,  that, 
although  intrepid  in  a  contest  with  the  bravest  of  the  Indian 
races,  they  had  had  too  fatal  experience  of  the  prowess  of  the  white 
men,  to  care  to  measure  swords  with  them  again.  At  any  rate, 
they  deserted  in  such  numbers,  that  Cortes  dismissed  the 
remainder  at  once,  saying,  good-humoredly,  "  He  had  rather 
part  with  them  then,  than  in  the  hour  of  trial." 

The  troops  soon  entered  on  that  wild  district  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Perote,  strewed  with  the  wreck  of  volcanic  matter, 
which  forms  so  singular  a  contrast  to  the  general  character  of 
beauty  with  which  the  scenery  is  stamped.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore their  eyes  were  gladdened  by  the  approach  of  Sandoval 
and  about  sixty  soldiers  from  the  garrison  of  Vera  Cruz,  includ- 
ing several  deserters  from  the  enemy.  It  was  a  most  important 
reinforcement,  not  more  on  account  of  the  numbers  of  the  men 
than  of  the  character  of  the  commander,  in  every  respect  one  of 
the  ablest  captains  in  the  service.  He  had  been  compelled  to 
fetch  a  circuit,  in  order  to  avoid  falling  in  with  the  enemy,  and  had 
forced  his  way  through  thick  forests  and  wild  mountain-passes, 
till  he  had  fortunately,  without  accident,  reached  the  appointed 
place  of  rendezvous,  and  stationed  himself  once  more  under  the 
banner  of  his  chieftain.^ 

At  the  same  place,  also,  Cortes  was  met  by  Tobillos,  a  Span- 
iard whom  he  had  sent  to  procure  the  lances  from  Chinantla. 
They  were  perfectly  well  made,  after  the  pattern  which  had 
been  given  ;  double-headed  spears,  tipped  with  copper,  and  of 
^reat  length.  Tobillos  drilled  the  men  in  the  exercise  of  this 
weapon,  the  formidable  uses  of  which,  especially  against  horse, 
iiad  been  fully  demonstrated,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, by  the  Swiss  battalions,  in  their  encounters  with  the  I3ur- 
jundian  chivalry,  the  best  in  Europe.* 

Cortds  now  took  a  review  of  his  army, — if  so  paltry  a  force 
may  be  called  an  army, — and  found  their  numbers  were  two 
hundred  and  sixty-six,  only  five  of  whom  were  mounted.  A  few 
muskets  and  crossbows  were  sprinkled  among  them.  In  defen- 
sive armor  they  were  sadly  deficient.  They  were  for  the  most 
part  cased  in  the  quilted  doublet  of  the  country,   thickly  stuffed 

'  Rcl.  Seg.  dc  Cort(?s,  ap.  Lorcnzana,  pp.  123,  124.— Rcrn.il  Diaz.  Hist,  de 
la  Con(iuista,  cap.  1 15-1 17.— Ovicdo,  Ilist.  dc  las  Ind.,  M.S.,  lib.  33, cap.  12. 

■  liut,  although  irresistible  against  cavalrv,  the  long  pike  of  the  Gorman 
proved  no  match  for  the  short  sword  and  buckler  of  the  Spaniard,  in  the 
great  battle  of  Kavrnna,  fought  a  few  vears  brfore  this,  1^12.  Mat  hi.ivelU 
m.ikes  some  excellent  rcHections  on  the  comparative  merit  of  these  arn\^ 
Arte  della  Gucrra,  lib.  2,  ap.  Opcrc,  torn.  iV.  p.  07. 
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with  cotton,  the  escaupil,  recommended  by  its  superior  lightness, 
but  which,  though  competent  to  turn  the  arrow  of  the  Indian, 
was  ineffectual  against  a  musket-ball.  Most  of  this  cotton  mail  was 
exceedingly  out  of  repair,  giving  evidence,  in  its  unsightly  gaps, 
of  much  rude  service,  and  hard  blows.  Few,  in  this  emergency, 
but  would  have  given  almost  any  price  —  the  best  of  the  gold 
chains  which  they  wore  in  tawdry  display  over  their  poor 
habiliments — for  a  steel  morion  or  cuirass,  to  take  the  place  of 
their  own  hacked  and  battered  armor.* 

Under  this  coarse  covering,  however,  they  bore  hearts  stout 
and  courageous  as  ever  beat  in  human  bosoms.  For  they  were 
the  heroes,  still  invincible,  of  many  a  hard-fought  field,  where  the 
odds  had  been  incalculably  against  them.  They  had  large 
experience  of  the  country  and  of  the  natives ;  knew  well  the  char- 
acter of  their  own  commander,  under  whose  eye  they  had  been 
trained,  till  every  movement  was  in  obedience  to  him.  The 
whole  body  seemed  to  constitute  but  a  single  individual,  in  re- 
spect of  unity  of  design  and  of  action.  Thus  its  real  effective 
force  was  incredibly  augmented ;  and,  what  was  no  less  important, 
the  humblest  soldier  felt  it  to  be  so. 

The  troops  now  resumed  their  march  across  the  table-land, 
until,  reaching  the  eastern  slope,  their  labors  were  lightened,  as 
they  descended  towards  the  broad  plains  of  the  tierra  caliente, 
spread  out  like  a  boundless  ocean  of  verdure  below  them.  At 
some  fifteen  leagues'  distance  from  Cempoalla,  where  Narvaez, 
as  has  been  noticed,  had  established  his  quarters,  they  were  met 
by  another  embassy  from  that  commander.  It  consisted  of  the 
priest,  Guevara,  Andres  de  Duero,  and  two  or  three  others. 
Duero,  the  fast  friend  of  Cortes,  had  been  the  person  most 
instrumental,  originally,  in  obtaining  him  his  commission  from 
Velasquez.  They  now  greeted  each  other  with  a  warm  embrace, 
and  it  was  not  till  after  much  preliminary  conversation  on  private 
matters,  that  the  secretary  disclosed  the  object  of  his  visit. 

He  bore  a  letter  from  Narvaez,  couched  in  terms  somewhat 
different  from  the  preceding.  That  officer  required,  indeed,  the 
acknowledgment  of  his  paramount  authority  in  the  land,  but 
offered  his  vessels  to  transport  all,  who  desired  it,  from  the 
country,  together  with  their  treasures  and  effects,  without 
molestation  or  inquiry.  The  more  liberal  tenor  of  these  terms 
was,  doubtless,  to  be  ascribed  to  the  influence  of  Duero.  The 
secretary  strongly  urged  Cortds  to  comply  with  them,  as  the  most 

*  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  da  la  Conquista,  cap.  ii8. 

"  Tambien  quiero  dezir  la  gran  necessidad  que  teniamos  de  armas,  que 
Dor  vn  peto,  6  capacete,  6  casco,  6  babera  de  hierro,  dieramos  aqmella  noche 
i|uato  nos  pidiera  por  ello,  y  todo  quato  auiamos  ganado."    Cap.  122. 
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favorable  that  could  be  obtained,  and  as  the  only  ahernative 
affording  him  a  chance  of  safety  in  his  desperate  condition. 
*'  For  however  valiant  your  men  may  be,  how  can  they  expect," 
he  asked,  *'  to  face  a  force  so  much  superior  in  numbers  and  equip- 
ment as  that  of  their  antagonist  ?  "'  But  Cori^s  had  set  his 
fortunes  on  the  cast,  and  he  was  not  the  man  to  shrink  from  it. 
"If  Narvaez  bears  a  royal  commission,"  he  returned,  "  I  will 
readily  submit  to  him.  But  he  has  produced  none,  lie  is  a 
deputy  of  my  rival,  Velasquez.  For  myself,  I  am  a  servant  of 
the  king;  I  have  conquered  the  country  for  him;  and  for  him, 
I  and  my  brave  followers  will  defend  it,  be  assured,  to  the  last 
drop  of  our  blood.  If  we  fall,  it  will  be  glory  enough  to  have 
perished  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty."^ 

His  friend  might  have  been  somewhat  puzzled  to  comprehend 
how  the  authority  of  Cortes  rested  on  a  ditlerent  ground  from 
that  of  Narvaez  ;  and  if  they  both  held  of  the  same  superior,  the 
governor  of  Cuba,  why  that  dignitary  should  not  be  empowered 
to  supersede  his  own  officer  in  case  of  dissatisfaction,  and  appoint 
a  substitute.^  But  Cortes  here  reaped  the  full  benefit  of  that 
legal  fiction,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  by  which  his  commission, 
resigned  to  the  self-constituted  municipality  of  \'era  Cruz,  was 
again  derived  through  that  body  from  the  Crown.  The  device, 
indeed,  was  too  palpable  to  impose  on  anvbut  those  who  chose 
to  be  blinded.  Most  of  the  army  were  of  this  number.  To  them 
it  seemed  to  give  additional  confidence,  in  the  same  manner  as  a 
strip  of  painied  canvas,  when  substituted,  as  it  has  sometimes 
been,  for  a  real  parapet  of  stone,  has  been  found  not  merely 

'  "  Yo  Ics  rcspondi,  que  no  via  provision  dc  Vucstr.i  AUcza,  por  dondc  le 
dcbicssc  entrc^'ar  la  Tierra  ;  i  quo  si  algiina  trahia,  que  la  prcsentasse  nritr- 
mi,  y  ante  el  (Jabildo  de  la  Vera  Cruz,  segun  ordcn,  y  costunibre  de  Km 
y  que  yo  cstaba  j^rtsto  dc  la  obedcccr,  y  cumplir ;  y  que  hasla  tatito,  poi 
gun  inierese,  ni  partido  haria  lo  one  el  decia ;  antes  yo,  y  los  qucconmigo  cs- 
taban,  moririamos  en  dcfensa  dc  la  Tierra,  pues  la  habiamos  eanado,  v  tcniilo 
por  Vuestra  Magcstad  pacifica,  y  scgura,  y  por  no  ser  Travdorcs  y  tfcslcalc!* 

&  nuostro   Kev Considerando,   que  morir  en  scrvjcio  dc  mi  Rev.  y 

por  defender,  y  amparar  sus  Tierras,  y  no  las  dcjar  usurpar,  i  mi,  y  a  l<«s  tic 
mi  Compafiia  se  no3  scguia  farla  gloria."     Kci.  Scg.  dc  Lories,  ap.  Lortn- 


zana,  \)\y   125-127 
°  .Sucn  are  the  n 
years  later.     "  K  tambicn  (juc  nie  parcce  donairc,  ('>  nobast.jutc  la  c 


are  the  natural  reflections  of  Ovicdo,  .«;peculatingon  the  m.T 


Cortes  da  para  fundar  c'  justificar  su  negocio,  que  cs  dccir,  ouc  cl  Narvaez 
prcsentase  las  provisiones  que    llevaba  dc  S.  M.     Coiuo   »iel  dichoCortc* 


oviera  ido  k  aquella  tierra  por  mandado  dc  S.  M.  6  con  ma«,  ni  lantu  aui»)r 
dad  como  llcbaba  Narvaez  ;  pues  que  cs  claro  <f  n-'        .     mc  cI 
Diego  Velas(|ucz,  que  embiA  A  Cortes,  era  parte,  sc,  rho, 


dad  como  llcbaba  Narvaez  ;  pues  que  cs  claro  <f  n-'        .     mc  cl  A 
nue  embi(S  A  Cortes,  era  parte,  sc,  rho,  r> 

biar  a  remover,  y  el  Cortes  oblii^ido  n  Ic  obrdccer.     Ni*  ijnicn' 
esto  por  no  ser  odiuso  k.  ninguna  de  laa  partes."     llitt.  de  Lu  ii 
U»  cap-  »2- 
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to  impose  on  the  enemy,  but  to  give  a  sort  of  artificial  courage  to 

the  defenders  concealed  behind   itJ 

Duero  had  arranged  with  his  friend  in  Cuba,  when  he  took 
command  of  the  expedition,  that  he  himself  was  to  have  a  liberal 
share  of  the  profits.  It  is  said  that  Cortds  confirmed  this 
arrangement  at  the  present  juncture,  and  made  it  clearly  for  the 
other's  interest  that  he  should  prevail  in  the  struggle  with 
Narvaez.  This  was  an  important  point,  considering  the  position 
of  the  secretary.8  From  this  authentic  source  the  general 
derived  much  information  respecting  the  designs  of  Narvaez, 
which  had  escaped  the  knowledge  of  Olmedo.  On  the  depart- 
ure of  the  envoys,  Cortes  intrusted  them  with  a  letter  for  his 
rival,  a  counterpart  of  that  which  he  had  received  from  him. 
This  show  of  negotiation  intimated  a  desire  on  his  part  to  post- 
pone, if  not  avoid  hostilities,  which  might  the  better  put  Nar- 
vaez off  his  guard.  In  the  letter  he  summoned  that  commander 
and  his  followers  to  present  themselves  before  him  without  delay, 
and  to  acknowledge  his  authority  as  the  representative  of  his  sov- 
ereign. He  should  otherwise  be  compelled  to  proceed  against 
them  as  rebels  to  the  Crown  !  ^  With  this  missive,  the  vaunting 
tone  of  which  was  intended  quite  as  much  for  his  ov/n  troops  as 
the  enemy,  Cortes  dismissed  the  envoys.  They  returned  to  dis- 
seminate among  their  comrades  their  admiration  of  the  general, 
and  of  his  unbounded  liberality,  of  which  he  took  care  they 
should  experience  full  measure,  and  they  dilated  on  the  riches 
of  his  adherents,  who,  over  their  wretched  attire,  displayed, 
with  ostentatious  profusion,  jewels,  ornaments  of  gold,  collars, 
and  massive  chains  winding  several  times  round  their  necks 
and  bodies,  the  rich  spoil  of  the  treasury  of  Montezuma. 

The  army  now  took  its  way  across  the  level  plains  of  the 
tierra  caliente^  on  which  Nature  has  exhausted  all  the  wonders 
of  creation  ;  it  was  covered  more  thickly  then,  than  at  the  pres- 
ent day,  with  noble  forests,  where  the  towering  cotton-wood  tree, 
the  growth  of  ages,  stood  side  by  side  with  the  light  bamboo,  or 
banana,  the  product  of  a  season,  each  in  its  way  attesting  the 

'  More  than  one  example  of  this  ruse  is  mentioned  by  Mariana  in  Spanish 
history,  though  the  precise  passages  have  escaped  my  memory. 

^  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.   119. 

^  "  E  assimismo  mandaba,  y  mande  por  el  dicho  Mandamiento  'z.  todas  las 
Personas,  que  con  el  dicho  Narvaez  estaban,  que  no  tubiessen,  ni  obedecies- 
sen  al  dicho  Narvaez  por  tal  Capitan,  ni  Justicia  ;  antes,  dentro  de  cierto 
termino,  que  en  el  dicho  Mandamiento  senale,  pareciessen  ante  mi,  para  que 
yo  les  dijesse,  lo  que  debian  hacer  en  servicio  de  Vuestra  Alteza  :  con  pro- 
testacion,  que  lo  contrario  haciendo,  procederia  contra  ellos,  como  contra 
Traydores,  y  aleves,  y  malos  Vasallos,  que  se  rebelaban  contra  sn  Rey,  y 
quieren  usurpar  sus  Tierras,  y  Sefiorios."  Rel.  Sag.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Loren- 
zana,  p.  127. 
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marvellous  fecundity  of  the  soil,  while  innumerable  creeping 
flowers,  muffling  up  the  giant  brandies  of  the  trees,  waved  in 
bright  festoons  above  their  heads,  loading  the  air  with  odors. 
But  the  senses  of  the  Spaniards  were  not  open  to  the  delicious 
influences  of  nature.     Their  minds  were  occupied  by  one  idea. 

Coming  upon  an  open  reach  of  meadow,  of  some  extent,  they 
were,  at  length,  stopped  by  a  river,  or  rather  stream,  called 
Rio  de  Canoas,  "  the  River  of  Canoes,"  of  no  great  volume  ordi- 
narily, but  swollen  at  this  time  by  excessive  rains.  It  had  rained 
hard  that  day,  although  at  intervals  the  sun  had  broken  forth 
with  intolerable  fervor,  affording  a  good  specimen  of  those 
alternations  of  heat  and  moisture,  which  give  such  activity  to 
vegetation  in  the  tropics,  where  the  process  of  forcing  seems  to 
be  always  going  on. 

The  river  was  about  a  league  distant  from  the  camp  of 
Karvaez.  Before  seeking  out  a  practicable  ford,  by  which  to 
cross  it,  Cortes  allowed  his  men  to  recruit  their  exhausted 
Strength  by  stretching  themselves  on  the  ground.  The  shades 
of  evening  had  gathered  round  ;  and  the  risin;;  moon,  wading 
through  dark  masses  of  cloud,  shone  with  a  doubtful  and  inter- 
rupted light.  It  was  evident  that  the  storm  had  not  yet  spent 
its  fury."^  Cortes  did  not  regret  this.  He  liad  made  up  his 
mind  to  an  assault  that  very  night,  and  in  the  darkness  and  up- 
roar of  the  tempest  his  movements  would  be  most  effectually 
concealed. 

Before  disclosing  his  design,  he  addressed  his  men  in  one  of 
those  stirring,  soldierly  liarangucs,  to  winch  he  had  recourse  in 
emergencies  of  great  moment,  as  if  to  sound  the  depths  of  their 
hearts,  and,  where  any  faltered,  to  reanimate  them  with  his  own 
heroic  spirit.  He  briefly  recajjitulated  the  great  events  of  the 
campaign,  the  dangers  they  had  surmounted,  the  victories  they 
had  achieved  over  the  most  aj»palling  odds,  the  glorious  spoil 
they  had  won.  But  of  this  they  were  now  to  be  defrauded  ; 
not  by  men  holding  a  legal  warrant  from  the  Crown,  but  by 
adventurers,  with  no  better  title  than  that  of  superior  force. 
They  had  established  a  claim  on  the  gratitude  of  their  country 
and  their  sovereign.  This  claim  was  now  to  be  dishonorccf, 
their  very  services  were  converted  into  crimes,  and  their  names 
brand'^d  with  infamy  as  those  of  traitors.  But  the  time  had  at 
last  come  for  vengeance.  God  would  not  desert  the  soldier  of 
the  Cross.  Those,  whom  he  had  carried  victorious  through 
greater  dangers,  would  not  be  Iftt  to  fail  now.  An«l.  if  they 
should  f.iii,  Ixitrr  to  die  like  brave  men  on  the  field  of  battle, 

*"  "  Y  aim  lloui.i  dc  rato  en  rato,  y  entonce*  talia  la  I.una,  qtic  tjuAdo  alll 
Ilrg.'imos  ha/.ia  inuv  escuro,  y  lloui^  v  tjtubten  la  cucunUaJ  ayuiJ6."  HiU 
dc  la  Conqiiisi.i,  i  ai>.   I22« 
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than,  with  fame  and  fortune  cast  away,  to  perish  ignominiously 
like  slaves  on  the  gibbet.  —  This  last  point  he  urged  home  up- 
on his  hearers  ;  well  knowing  there  was  not  one  among  them  so 
dull  as  not  to  be  touched  by  it. 

They  responded  with  hearty  acclamations,  and  Velasquez  de 
Leon,  and  de  Lugo,  in  the  name  of  the  rest,  assured  their  com- 
mander, if  they  failed,  it  should  be  his  fault,  not  theirs.  They 
would  follow  wherever  he  led.  —  The  general  was  fully  satisfied 
with  the  temper  of  his  soldiers,  as  he  felt  that  his  difficulty  lay 
not  in  awakening  their  enthusiasm,  but  in  giving  it  a  right 
direction.  One  thing  is  remarkable.  He  made  no  allusion  to 
the  defection  which  he  knew  existed  in  the  enemy's  camp. 
He  would  have  his  soldiers,  in  this  last  pinch,  rely  on  nothing 
but  themselves. 

He  announced  his  purpose  to  attack  the  enemy  that  very 
night,  when  he  should  be  buried  in  slumber,  and  the  friendly 
darkness  might  throw  a  veil  over  their  own  movements,  and  con- 
ceal the  poverty  of  their  numbers.  To  this  the  troops,  jaded 
though  they  were  by  incessant  marching,  and  half  famished,  joy- 
fully assented.  In  their  situation,  suspense  was  the  worst  of 
evils.  He  next  distributed  the  commands  among  his  captains. 
To  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  he  assigned  the  important  office  of  tak- 
ing Narvaez.  He  was  commanded,  as  alguacil  mayor ^  to  seize 
the  person  of  that  officer  as  a  rebel  to  his  sovereign,  and,  if  he 
made  resistance,  to  kill  him  on  the  spot.^  He  was  provided 
with  sixty  picked  men  to  aid  him  in  this  difRcult  task,  supported 
by  several  of  the  ablest  captains,  among  whom  were  two  of  the 
Alvarados,  de  Avila,  and  Ordaz.  The  largest  division  of  the 
force  was  placed  under  Christdval  de  Olid,  or,  according  to 
some  authorities,  of  Pizarro,  one  of  that  family  so  renowned  in 
the  subsequent  conquest  of  Peru.  He  was  to  get  possession 
of  the  artillery,  and  to  cover  the  assault  of  Sandoval  by  keeping 
those  of  the  enemy  at  bay,  who  would  interfere  with  it.  Cortes 
reserved  only  a  body  of  twenty  men  for  himself,  to  act  on  any 
point  that  occasion  might  require.  The  watch-word  was  Espiritu 
Santo,  it  being  the  evening  of  Whitsunday.  Having  made  these 
arrangements,  he  prepared  to  cross  the  river.^ 

^^  The  Attorney  of  Narvaez,  in  his  complaint  before  the  Crown,  expatiates 
on  the  diabolical  enormity  of  these  instructions.  "  El  dho  Fernando  Corttes 
como  traidor  aleboso,  sin  apercibir  al  dho  mi  partte,  con  un  diabolico  pen- 
samto  e  Infernal  osadi'a,  en  contemtto  e  menosprecio  de  V.  M.  6  de  sus  pro- 
visiones  R.s,  no  mirando  ni  asattando  la  lealtad  qe  debia  a  V.  M.,  el  dho 
Corttes  dio  un  Mandamientto  al  dho  Gonzalo  de  Sandobal  para  que  prendiese 
al  dho  Panfilo  de  Narvaez,  e  si  se  defendiese  qe  lo  mattase."  Demanda  de 
Zavallos  en  nombre  de  Narvaez,  MS. 

12  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  12,  47. — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist 
de  la  Conquista,  cap.  122. — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  i. 


QUARTERS  OF  NARVAEZ.  j* 

During  the  interval  thus  occupied  by  Cortes,  Narvaez  had  re- 
mained at  Cempoalla,  passing  his  days  in  idle  and  frivolous 
amusement.  From  this  he  was  at  length  roused,  after  the  re- 
turn of  Duero,  by  the  remonstrances  of  the  old  cacique  of  the 
city.  "  Why  are  you  so  heedless  ?  '*  exclaimed  the  latter  ;  **  do 
you  think  Alalinche  is  so?  Depend  on  ii,  he  knows  your  situa- 
tion exactly,  and,  when  you  least  dream  of  it,  he  will  be  upon 
you."  ^ 

Alarmed  at  these  suggestions  and  those  of  his  friends,  Nar- 
vaez  at  length  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and,  on  the 
very  day  on  which  Cortes  arrived  at  the  River  of  Canoes,  sallied 
out  to  meet  him.  But,  when  he  had  reached  this  barrier,  Nar- 
vaez  saw  no  sign  of  an  enemy,  The  rain,  which  fell  in  torrents, 
soon  drenched  the  soldiers  to  the  skin.  Made  somewhat 
effeminate  by  their  long  and  luxurious  residence  at  Cempoalla, 
they  murmured  at  their  uncomfortable  siiuaiion.  "  Of  what 
use  was  it  to  remain  there  fighting  with  the  elements  ?  There 
was  no  sign  of  an  enemy,  and  little  reason  to  apprehend  his 
approach  in  such  tempestuous  weather.  It  would  be  wiser  to 
return  to  Cempoalla,  and  in  the  morning  they  should  be  all  fresh 
for  action,  should  Cortes  make  his    appearance." 

Narvaez  took  counsel  of  these  advisers,  or  rather  of  his  own 
inclinations.  Before  retracing  his  steps,  he  provided  against 
surprise,  by  stationing  a  couple  of  sentinels  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  river,  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  Cortes.  He  also 
detached  a  body  of  forty  horse  in  another  direction,  by  which  he 
thought  it  not  improbable  the  enemy  mi^dit  advance  on  Cempoalla. 
Having  taken  these  precautions,  he  fell  back  again  before  night 
on  his  own  quarters. 

He  there  occupied  the  principal  teocalli.  It  consisted  of  a  stone 
building  on  the  usual  pyramidal  basis  ;  and  the  ascent  was  by  a 
flight  of  steep  steps  on  one  of  the  faces  of  the  pyramid.  In  the 
edifice  or  sanctuary  above  he  stationed  himself  with  a  strong 
party  of  arquebusiers  and  crossbow-men.  Two  other  teocallis  in 
the  same  area  were  garrisoned  by  large  detachments  of  infantry. 
His  artillery,  consisting  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  small  guns,  he 
pokted  in  the  area  below,  and  protected  it  by  the  remainder  of  his 
cavalry.  When  he  had  thus  distributed  his  forces,  he  returned  to  his 
own  quarters,  and  soon  after  to  repose,  with  as  much  indifference 
as  if  his  rival  had  been  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  instead 
of  a  neighboring  stream. 

"•*Qiic  ha/cis,  rjuc  cstaia  mui  dcsctjidado?  pcnsait  que   Malinrhe,  y  lo« 

Triilcs  que  trae  c<>'!^;(>,  cjiie  rdh  .issi  fiu')  vi>Hr)tros?     IV:  ;*>* 

qu.a<.lo  no  OS  c.itarri!r!»,  j^crA   aqui.   y  os  matari.**     Ucrn.i    i  I* 
Conquista,  cap.  121. 
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That  stream  was  now  converted  by  the  deluge  of  waters  into  a 
furious  torrent.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  a  practicable  ford  could 
be  found.  The  slippery  stones,  rolling  beneath  the  feet,  gave 
away  at  every  step.  The  'ifficulty  of  the  passage  was  much 
increased  by  the  darkness  and  driving  tempest.  Still,  with  their 
long  pikes,  the  Spaniards  contrived  to  make  good  their  footing, 
at  least,  all  but  two,  who  were  swept  down  by  the  fury  of  the 
current.  When  they  had  reached  the  opposite  side,  they  had 
new  impediments  to  encounter,  in  traversing  a  road,  never  good, 
now  i  lade  doubly  difficult  by  the  deep  mire,  and  the  tangled 
brushwood  with  whicli    .  was  overrun. 

Here  they  met  with  a  cross,  which  had  been  raised  by  them  on 
their  f-^rmer  march  int  the  interior.  They  hailed  it  as  a  good 
ome-^  ;  and  Cortes,  kneeling  before  the  blessed  sign,  confessed 
his  sins,  and  declared  his  great  object  to  be  the  triumph  of  the 
holy  Catholic  faith.  The  army  followed  his  example,  and,  having 
made  a  general  confession,  received  absolution  from  father 
Ohne  J.0,  who  invoked  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  the  warriors  who 
had  consecrated  their  swords  to  the  glory  of  the  Cross.  Then 
rising  \  j  and  embracing  one  another,  as  companions  in  the  good 
cause,  they  fuand  themselves  wonderfully  invigorated  and 
refreshed.  The  ixi.ident  is  curious,  and  well  illustrates  the 
character  of  the  time, — in  which  war,  religion,  and  rapine  were  so 
intimately  blended  together.  Adjoining  the  road  was  a  little 
coppice  ;  and  Cortes,  and  the  few  who  had  horses,  dismounting, 
fastened  the  animals  to  the  trees,  where  they  might  find  some 
shelter  from  the  storm.  They  deposited  there,  too,  their  baggage, 
and  such  superfluous  articles  as  would  encumber  their  movements. 
The  general  then  gave  them  a  few  last  words  of  advice.  "  Every 
thing,"  said  he,  "  depends  on  obedience.  Let  no  man,  from 
desire  of  distinguishing  himself,  break  his  ranks.  On  silence, 
despatch,  and,  above  all,  obedience  to  your  officers,  the  success  of 
our  enterprise  depends." 

Silently  and  stealthily  they  held  on  their  way  without  beat  of 
drum,  or  sound  of  trumpet,  when  they  suddenly  came  on  the  two 
sentinels  who  had  been  stationed  by  Narvaez  to  give  notice  of 
their  approach.  This  had  been  so  noiseless,  that  the  videttes 
were  both  of  them  surprised  on  their  post,  and  one  only,  with 
difficulty,  effected  his  escape.  The  other  was  brought  before 
Corte's.  Every  effort  was  made  to  draw  from  him  some  account 
of  the  present  position  of  Narvaez.  But  the  man  remained 
obstinately  silent ;  and,  though  threatened  with  the  gibbet,  and 
having  a  noose  actually  drawn  round  his  neck,  his  Spartan 
heroism  was  not  to  be  vanquished.     Fortunately  no  change  had 
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taken  place  in  the  arrangements  of  Narvaez  since  the  intelligence 
previously  derived  from  Duero. 

The  other  sentinel,  who  had  escaped,  carried  the  news  of  the 
enemy's  approach  to  the  camp.  But  his  report  was  not  credited 
by  the  lazy  soldiers,  whose  slumbers  he  had  disturbed.  "  He  had 
been  deceived  by  his  fears,"  they  said,  "  and  mistaken  the  noise  of 
the  storm  and  the  waving  of  the  bushes,  for  the  enemy.  Cortes 
and  his  men  were  far  enough  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  wliich 
they  would  be  slow  to  cross  in  such  a  night."  Narvaez  himself 
shared  in  the  same  blind  infatuation,  and  the  discredited  sentinel 
slunk  abashed  to  his  own  quarters,  vainly  menacing  them  with 
the  consequences  of  their  incredulity.'* 

Cortes,  not  doubting  that  the  sentinel's  report  must  alarm  the 
enemy's  camp,  quickened  his  pace.  As  he  drew  near,  he  dis- 
cerned a  light  in  one  of  the  lofty  towers  of  the  city.  **  It  is  the 
quarters  of  Narvaez,"  he  exclaimed  to  Sandoval,  "  and  that  light 
must  be  your  beacon."  On  entering  the  suburbs,  the  Spaniards 
were  surprised  to  find  no  one  stirring,  and  no  symptom  of  alarm. 
Not  a  sound  was  to  be  heard,  except  the  measured  tread  of  their 
own  footsteps  half-drowned  in  the  howling  of  the  tempest.  JSiiil 
they  could  not  move  so  stealthily  as  altogether  to  elude  no'iicc, 
as  they  defiled  through  the  streets  of  this  populous  city.  The 
tidings  were  quickly  conveyed  to  the  enemy's  quarters,  where, 
in  an  instant,  all  was  bustle  and  confusion.  The  trumpets 
sounded  to  arms.  The  dragoons  sprang  to  their  steeds,  the 
artillery-men  to  their  guns.  Narvaez  hastily  buckled  on  his 
armor,  called  his  men  around  him,  and  summoned  those  in  the 
neighboring  teocallis  to  join  him  in  the  area.  He  gave  his  orders 
with  coolness  ;  for,  however  wanting  in  prudence,  he  was  not 
deficient  in  presence  of  mind,  or  courage. 

All  this  was  the  work  of  a  few  minutes.  But  in  those  minutes 
the  Spaniards  had  reached  the  avenue  leading  to  the  camp. 
Cortds  ordered  his  men  to  keep  close  to  the  walls  of  the  buildings, 
that  the  cannon-shot  might  have  a  free  range.^  No  sooner  had 
they  presented  themselves  before  the  inclosure,  than  the  artillery 
of  Narvaez  opened  a  general  fire.  Fortunately  the  pieces  were 
pointed  so  high  that  most  of  the  balls  passed  over  iheir  heads, 
and  three  men  only  were  struck  down.  They  did  not  eivc  the 
enemy  time  to  reload.     Cortes  shouting  the  watch-word  of  (he 

"  Rel.  S^.  de  Cort^,  ap.  Lorenzana.  p.  128.— Oviedo,  Hist  de  las  IikI., 
MS.,  lib.  3^  cap.  47.  — Ilcrrcra.  Hist,   (kiur.il.  dec.  2,  lilx   lO,  cap.  :    3. 

\u  •«  Ya  q,j(.  5e  accrcaban  al  Aposrntt.  f!f  Narvaez,  Cort(*».  i\y\f  »nilj*>4  re- 
conocicndo,  i  ordenaiulo  k  tof!.is  ;  '  xo  d  la  Trojn    <  "<^ 

fiores,  arrfmaos  a  las  dos  aceras  1  nc.  para  cue  las  I  lia 

pascn  por  medio,  sin  haccr  dafto."     Ibid.,  dec.  a,  lio.  10,  c»p.  3, 
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night,  "  Espiritu  Santo  !  Espiritu  Santo  !  Upon  them  ! "  in  a 
moment  Olid  and  his  division  rushed  on  the  artillery-men,  whom 
they  pierced,  or  knocked  down  with  their  pikes,  and  got  posses- 
sion of  their  guns.  Another  division  engaged  the  cavalry,  and 
made  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Sandoval,  who  with  his  gallant 
little  band  sprang  up  the  great  stairway  of  the  temple.  They 
were  received  with  a  shower  of  missiles, — arrows,  and  musket-balls 
which,  in  the  hurried  aim,  and  the  darkness  of  the  night,  did  little 
mischief.  The  next  minute  the  assailants  were  on  the  platform, 
engaged  hand  to  hand  with  their  foes.  Narvaez  fought  bravely 
in  the  midst,  encouraging  his  followers.  His  standard-bearer  fell 
by  his  side,  run  through  the  body.  He  himself  received  several 
wounds  ;  for  his  short  sword  was  no  match  for  the  long  pikes  of 
the  assailants.  At  length,  he  received  a  blow  from  a  spear,  which 
struck  out  his  Jeft  eye.  "  Santa  Maria  !  *'  exclaimed  the  un- 
happy man,  *'  I  am  slain  !  "  The  cry  was  instantly  taken  up  by 
the  followers  of  Cortes,  who  shouted,  "  Victory  ! " 

Disabled  and  half  mad  with  agony  from  his  wound,  Narvaez 
was  withdrawn  by  his  men  into  the  sanctuary.  The  assailants 
endeavored  to  force  an  entrance  but  it  was  stoutly  defended, 
At  length  a  soldier,  getting  possession  of  a  torch,  or  firebrand, 
flung  it  on  the  thatched  roof,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  combusti- 
ble materials  of  which  it  was  composed  were  in  a  blaze.  Those 
within  were  driven  out  by  the  suffocating  heat  and  smoke.  A 
soldier  named  Farfan  grappled  with  the  wounded  commander, 
and  easily  brought  him  to  the  ground ;  when  he  was  speedily 
dragged  down  the  steps  and  secured  with  fetters.  His  followers, 
seeing  the  fate  of  their  chief,  made  no  further  resistance.!^ 

During  this  time,  Cortds  and  the  troops  of  Olid  had  been 
engaged  wdth  the  cavalry,  and  had  discomfited  them,  after  some 
ineffectual  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  latter  to  break  through 
the  dense  array  of  pikes,  by  which  several  of  their  number  were 
unhorsed  and  some  of  them  slain.  The  general  then  prepared 
to  assault  the  other  teocallis^  first  summoning  the  garrisons  to 
surrender.  As  they  refused,  he  brought  up  the  heavy  guns  to 
bear  on  them,  thus  turning  the  artillery  against  its  own  masters. 
He  accompanied  this  menacing  movement  with  offers  of  the  most 
liberal  import ;  an  amnesty  of  the  past,  and  a  full  participation 
in  all  the  advantages  of  the  Conquest.  One  of  the  garrisons 
was  under  the  command  of  Salvatierra,  the  same  officer  who 
talked  of  cutting  off  the  ears  of  Cortds.  From  the  moment  he 
had  learned  the  fate  of  his  own  general,  the  hero  was  seized 
with  a  violent   fit   of   illness  which  disabled  him   from  further 

1*  "  Demanda  de  Zavallos  en  nombre  de  Narvaez,  MS. — Ovicdo,  Hist.  d« 
las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  47. 


A  TTA  CKED  B  Y  NIGHT. 


^f 


Jiction.  The  garrison  waited  only  for  one  discKirge  of  the 
ordnance,  when  they  accepted  the  terms  of  capitulation.  Cortes, 
It  is  said,  received,  on  this  occasion,  a  support  from  an  unexpecteci 
auxiliary.  The  air  was  filled  with  the  cocuyos^ — a  spcies  of  larg^ 
beetle  which  emits  an  intense  phosphoric  light  from  its  body 
strong  enough  to  enable  one  to  read  by  it.  These  wandering 
fires,  seen  in  the  darkness  the  night,  were  converted,  by  iht 
excited  imaginations  of  tlie  besieged,  into  an  army  with  match* 
locks  !  Such  is  the  report  of  an  eye-witness.*'  But  the  facilitv 
with  which  the  enemy  surrendered  may  quite  as  probably  b^ 
referred  to  the  cowardice  of  the  coniiuander,  and  the  disaffection 
of  the  soldiers,  not  unwilling  to  come  under  the  banners  ol 
Cortes. 

The  body  of  cavalr}',  posted,  it  will  be  remembered,  by  Narvaei 
on  one  of  the  roads  to  Ce  ]Doalla,  to  intercept  his  rival,  having 
learned  what  had  been  passing  were  not  long  in  tendering  thcii 
submission.  Each  of  the  soldiers  in  the  conquered  army  was  re- 
quired, in  token  of  his  obedience,  to  deposit  his  arms  in  the 
hands  of  the  alguacils,  and  to  take  the  oaths  to  Cortes  as  Chief 
Justice  and  Captain-General  of     o  colony. 

The  number  of  the  slain  is  variously  reported.  It  seems 
probable  that  not  more  than  twelv  perished  on  the  side  of  the 
vanquished,  and  of  the  victors  ^  alf  that  number.  The  small 
amount  may  be  explained  by  the  short  duration  of  tiie  action,  and 
the  random  aim  of  the  missiles  in  the  darkness.  The  number 
of  the  wounded  was  much  more  considerable."^ 

The  field  was  now  complet  ly  won.  A  few  brief  hours  had 
sufficed  to  change  the  condition  of  Cortes  from  that  of  a  wan- 
dering outlaw  at  the  head  of  a  handful  of  needy  adventurers,  a 
rebel  with  a  price  upo..  his  head,  to  hat  of  an  independent  chief, 
with  a  force  at  his  disposal  .tron  en  ugh  not  only  to  secure  his 
present  conquests,  but  to  open  a  career  for  still  loftier  ambition. 
While  the  air  rung  with  the  acclamations  of  the  soldier)-,  the 
victorious   general,  assuming  a  deportment   corresponding   with 

^'  "Como  h.i/ia  tan  cscuro  aula  muclios  cocayos  (ans(  los  llaman  en  Cuba) 
que  rclunibrauan  dc  nochc,  c  los  dc  Narvacz  rcycron  (jue  era  nnithas  dc  \x% 
cscopctas."     liernal  Diaz,  Hist,  dc  la  Contjuista,  cap  122. 

i8  Narvacz,  or  rather  his  attorney,  swells  the  amount  of  slain  on  his  own 
side  much  higher.  But  it  was  his  cue  to  magnifs  the  mischief  sustained  by 
his  employer.  The  collation  of  this  aicouiit  with  those  of  Cortes  and  hi« 
followers  r.<^fords  the  best  means  of  approximation  to  truth.  '•  t  alH  le  mat- 
tkron  quince  hombres  qe  muricron  dc  las  feridas  (|e  Irs  diifron  k  les  qu»- 
mdron  seis  hombres  tie!  dho  Inceiuiio  (jc  despucs  parcci^ron  las  c.il>ri.i'.  dt 
ellos  cjucmadas,  e  pusi<^ron  a  sacoriKino  todo  (juantto  ttcnian  los  q  m 

con  el  dho  mi  partte  como  si   fucran  ^foros  v  al   dho   mi   parttc    i  4 

•aque-irf)n  todos  sus  vicnes,  oro,  ^  Plana  i  Joya«."  Dcmanda  de  /avallot 
en  norabrc  dc  Narvacz,  MS, 
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his  change  of  fortune,  took  his  seat  in  a  chair  of  state,  and,  with 
a  rich,  embroidered  mantle  thrown  over  his  shoulders,  received, 
one  by  one,  the  officers  and  soldiers,  as  they  came  to  tender  their 
congratulations.  The  privates  were  graciously  permitted  to  kiss 
his  hand.  The  officers  he  noticed  with  words  of  compliment  or 
courtesy  ;  and,  when  Duero,  Bermudez,  the  treasurer,  and  some 
others  of  the  vanquished  party,  his  old  friends,  presented  them- 
selves, he  cordially  embraced  them.^^ 

Narvaez,  Salvatierra,  and  two  or  three  of  the  hostile  leaders 
were  led  before  him  in  chains.  It  was  a  moment  of  deep  hu- 
miliation for  the  former  commander,  in  which  the  anguish  of  the 
body,  however  keen,  must  have  been  forgotten  in  that  of  the 
spirit.  "  You  have  great  reason,  Senor  Cortes,"  said  the  discom- 
fited warrior,  **  to  thank  Fortune  for  having  given  you  the  day  so 
easily,  and  put  me  in  your  power."  "  I  have  much  to  be  thank- 
ful for,"  replied  the  general  ;  *'  but  for  my  victory  over  you,  I 
esteem  it  as  one  of  the  least  of  my  achievements  since  my  com- 
ing into  the  country  !  "  ^  He  then  ordered  the  wounds  of  the 
prisoners  to  be  cared  for,  and  sent  them  under  a  strong  guard  to 
Vera  Cruz. 

Notwithstanding  the  proud  humility  of  his  reply,  Cortds  could 
scarcely  have  failed  to  regard  his  victory  over  Narvaez  as  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  achievements  in  his  career.  With  a  few  scores 
of  followers,  badly  clothed,  worse  fed,  wasted  by  forced  marches, 
under  every  personal  disadvantage,  deficient  in  weapons  and 
military  stores,  he  had  attacked  in  their  own  quarters,  routed, 
and  captured  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy,  thrice  his  superior 
in  numbers,  well  provided  with  cavalry  and  artillery,  admirably 
equipped,  and  complete  in  all  the  munitions  of  war !  The 
amount  of  troops  engaged  on  either  side  was,  indeed,  inconsid- 
erable. But  the  proportions  are  not  affected  by  this  ;  and  the 
relative  strength  of  the  parties  made  a  result  so  decisive  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  events  in  the  annals  of  war. 

^^  "Entre  ellos  venia  Andres  de  Duero,  y  Agustin  Bermudez,  y  muchos 
amigos  de  nucstro  Capita,  y  assi  como  venia,  ivan  a  besar  las  manos  a  Cortes, 
q  estaua  sentado  en  vna  silla  de  caderas,  con  vna  ropa  larga  de  color  como 
narajada,  c6  sus  armas  debaxo,  acopanado  de  nosotros.  Pues  ver  la  gracia 
con  que  les  hablaua,  y  abragaua,  y  las  palabras  de  tatos  cumplimietos  que  les 
dezia,  era  cosa  de  ver  que  alegre  estaua:  y  tenia  mucha  razon  de  verse  en 
aquel  puto  tan  senor,  y  pujate:  y  assi  como  le  besaua  la  mano,  se  fuero  cada 
vno  a  su  posada."     Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  122. 

20  Ibid.,  loc.  cit. 

"Dixose  que  como  Narvaez  vido  d  Cortes  estando  asi  preso  le  dixo:  Seii- 
or  Cortes,  tened  en  mucho  la  ventura  que  habeis  tenido,  i  Ip  mucho  que  ha- 
beis  hecho  en  tener  mi  persona,  6  en  tomar  mi  persona.  E  que  Cortes  le 
respondio,  e  dixo :  Lo  menos  que  yo  he  hecho  en  esta  tierra  donde  estais,  es 
haberos  prendido;  c  luego  le  hizo  poner  a  buen  recaudo  ^  le  tubo  muchc 
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It  is  true  there  were  some  contingencies  on  which  the  fortunes 
of  the  day  depended,  that  could  not  be  said  to  be  entirely  within 
his  control.  Something  was  the  work  of  chance.  If  Velasquez 
de  Leon,  for  exanple,  had  proved  false,  the  expedition  must 
have  failed.^^  If  the  weather,  on  the  night  of  the  attack,  had 
been  fair,  the  enemy  would  have  had  certain  notice  of  his 
approach,  and  been  prepared  for  it.  But  these  are  the  chances 
that  enter  more  or  less  into  every  enterprise.  He  is  the  skilful 
general,  who  knows  how  to  turn  them  to  account ;  to  win  the 
smiles  of  Fortune,  and  make  even  the  elements  fight  on  his 
side. 

If  Velasquez  de  Leon  was,  as  it  proved,  the  very  officer  whom 
the  general  should  have  trusted  with  the  command,  it  was  his 
sagacity  which  originally  discerned  this,  and  selected  him  for  it. 
It  was  his  address  that  converted  this  dangerous  foe  into  a 
friend  ;  and  one  so  fast  that  in  the  hours  of  need  he  chose  rather 
to  attach  himself  to  his  desperate  fortunes  than  to  those  of  the 
governor  of  Cuba,  powerful  as  the  latter  was,  and  his  near  kins- 
man. It  was  the  same  address  which  gained  Cortes  such  an  as- 
cendency over  his  soldiers,  and  knit  them  to  him  so  closely, 
that,  in  the  darkest  moment,  not  a  man  offered  to  desert  him.*^ 
If  the  success  of  the  assault  may  be  ascribed  mainly  to  the  dark 
and  stormy  weather  which  covered  i^  it  was  owing  to  him  that 
he  was  in  a  condition  to  avail  himself  of  this.  The  shortest 
possible  time  intervened  between  the  con-  option  of  his  plan  and  its 
execution.  In  a  very  few  days,  he  descended  by  extraordinary 
marches  from  the  capital  to  the  sea-coast.     He  came  like  a  tor- 

tiemno  prcso."     Ovicdo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap  47. 

'^M>vicdo  says,  that  military  men  discussed  whether  velas(jucz  de  Leon 
should  have  obevcd  the  commands  of  Cortes  rather  than  those  of  his  kinsman, 
the  governor  of  Cuba.  They  decich  d  in  favor  of  the  former,  on  the  cround  of 
his  holdiii;^  his  commission  immediately  from  him.  *'  Visto  hcplalicar  sobrc 
uSto  d  caballcrf)s  e  pcrsonas  militarcs  sobre  si  cstc  Juan  Vclas(|ue7.  de  I^on 
hizo  1  )  que  d'.bia,  en  .icudir  o  no  a  Diego  Velascpiez,  <)  al  I'antilo  en  su  nom- 
brc;  IC  combicnen  Is  veteranos  milii'"^,  e  A  mi  p.ucccr  detcrmitian  liicn  la 
'lucstion,  en  (jue  si  Tu  Vclasc|uez  tubo  coiulucta  de  capitan  para  (juc  con 
aquella  Ciente  que  el  .  di6  loveicse  en  a(|uella  ticrra  como  capitan  parti- 
cular Ic  acudicse  d  dl  6  d  quien  1e  mandase.  Juan  Vcl.isque/  fahft  d 
lo  f|ue  era  obligado  en  no  pasar  d  Panfilo  de  Narvacz  sicndo  rcquri  ulo  de 
Diego  Vclas(ji  mas  si  Ic  hizo  capitan  Hernando  Cortes,  ct  Ic  dn*  tl  la 
Gente,  a  cl  havia  de  acudir,  como  acu(li«'),  cxcepto  si  vicra  carta,  d  manda- 
micnto  expresodel  Keren  contrario."     Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  can.  \i. 

'■"  This  ascendency  the  thoughtful  Oviedo  refers  to  his  da7;rling  and  hWral 
m«nncrs,  so  strongly  contrasted  with  those  of  the  governor  of  (,'uba.  "  l.n 
lo  (Icmas  valerosa  persona  ha  scido,  t^  para  mucho;  y  cste  dcsco  de  mandar 
juntamente  con  (|uc  fur  mui  bicn  partido  c  gratificador  dc  los  que  Ic  viMi<fron, 
ftie  nuicha  causa  juntamente  con  scr  mal  (pii^to  Diego  Vcla^()uc/,  para  que 
Cortes  8C  saliesc  con  lo  que  emprendio,  c  sc  (lucdasc  cn  cl  ohcio.^f  guvvrn*- 
cion."     Ibid.,  MS,,  lib.  i^^  cap.  12. 
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rent  from  the  mountains,  pouring  on  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
sweeping  every  thing  away,  before  a  barrier  could  be  raised  to 
arrest  it.  This  celerity  of  movement,  the  result  of  a  clear  head 
and  determined  will,  has  entered  into  the  strategy  of  the  greatest 
captains,  and  forms  a  prominent  feature  in  their  most  brilliant 
military  exploits.  It  was  undoubtedly  in  the  present  instance 
a  great  cause  of  success. 

But  it  would  be  taking  a  limited  view  of  the  subject,  to  con- 
sider the  battle  which  decided  the  fate  of  Narvaez,  as  wholly 
fought  at  Cempoalla.  It  was  begun  in  Mexico.  With  that  sin- 
gular power  which  he  exercised  over  all  who  came  near  him  Cor- 
tes converted  the  very  emissaries  of  Narvaez  into  his  own  friends 
and  agents.  The  reports  of  Guevara  and  his  companions,  the 
intrigues  of  father  Olmedo,  and  the  general's  gold,  were  all  bus- 
ily at  work  to  shake  the  loyalty  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  battle 
was  half  won  before  a  blow  had  been  struck.  It  was  fought 
quite  as  much  with  gold  as  with  steel.  Cortes  understood  this 
so  well,  that  he  made  it  his  great  object  to  seize  the  person  of 
Narvaez.  In  such  an  event,  he  had  full  confidence  that  indiffer- 
ence to  their  own  cause  and  partiality  to  himself  would  speed- 
ily bring  the  rest  of  the  army  under  his  banner.  He  was  not 
deceived.  Narvaez  said  truly  enough,  therefore,  some  years 
after  this  event,  that  *'  he  had  been  beaten  by  his  own  troops,  not  by 
those  of  his  rival ;  that  his  followers  had  been  bribed  to  betray 
him."  23  'pj^is  affords  the  only  explanation  of  their  brief  and 
ineffectual  resistance. 

23  It  was  in  a  conversation  with  Oviedo  himself,  at  Toledo,  in  1525,  in 
which  Narvaez  descanted  with  much  bitterness,  as  was  natural,  on  his  rival's 
conduct.  The  gossip,  which  has  never  appeared  in  print,  may  have  some  in- 
terest for  the  Spanish  reader  *'  Que  el  ano  de  1525,  estando  Cesar  en  la  cibdad 
de  Toledo,  vi  alli  al  dicho  Narvaez,  e  publicamente  decia,  que  Cortes  era  vn 
traidor  :  E  que  dandole  S.  M.  licencia  se  lo  haria  conocer  de  su  persona  a 
la  suya,  e  que  era  hombre  sin  verdad,  e  otras  muchas  e  feas  palabras  llaman- 
dole  alevoso  e  tirano,  e  ingrato  a  su  Seiior,  e  a  quien  le  havia  embiado  a  la 
Nueva  Espafia,  que  era  el  Adelantado  Diego  Velasquez  a  su  propia  costa,  e, 
se  le  havia  alzado  con  la  tierra,  e  con  la  Gente  e  Hacienda,  a  otras  muchas 
cosas  que  mal  sonaban.  Y  en  la  manera  de  su  prision  la  contaba  mui  al 
reves  de  lo  que  esta  dicho.  Lo  que  yo  noto  de  esto  es,  que  con  todo  lo  que 
01  a  Narvaez,  (como  yo  se  lo  dixe)  no  puedo  hallarle  desculpa  para  su  des- 
cuido,  porque  ninguna  necesidad  tenia  de  andar  con  Cortes  en  platicas,  sino 
estar  en  vela  mejor  que  la  que  hizo.  E  a  esto  daciaal  que  le  havign  vendido 
aquellos  de  quien  se  fiaba,  que  Certei  le  havia  sobornado.''  Ibid,  lib.  33, 
cap.  12. 
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The  tempest,  that  had  raged  so  wildly  during  the  night,  passed 
away  with  the  morning,  which  rose  bright  and  unclouded  on  the 
field  of  battle.  As  the  light  advanced,  it  revealed  more  striking- 
ly the  disparity  of  the  two  forces  so  lately  opposed  to  each  other. 
Those  of  Narvaez  could  not  conceal  their  chagrin,  and  murmurs 
of  displeasure  became  audible,  as  they  contrasted  their  own 
superior  numbers  and  perfect  appointments  with  the  way-worn 
visages  and  rude  attire  of  their  handful  of  enemies  !  It  was 
with  some  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  the  general  beheld  his 
dusky  allies  from  (Jhinantla,  two  thousand  in  number,  arrive 
upon  the  field.  They  were  a  fine,  athletic  set  of  men  ;  and,  as  they 
advanced  in  a  sort  of  promiscuous  order,  so  to  speak,  with  their 
gay  banners  of  feather-work,  and  their  long  lances  tipped  with 
itztli  and  copper,  glistening  in  the  morning  sun,  they  had  some- 
thing of  an  air  of  military  discipline.  'I'hey  came  t«io  late  for 
the  action,  indeed,  but  Cort(5s  was  not  sorry  to  exhibit  to  his 
new  followers  the  extent  of  his  resources  in  the  country.  As 
he  had  now  no  occasion  for  his  Indian  allies,  after  a  courteous 
reception  and  a  liberal  recompense,  he  dismissed  ihem  lo  their 
homes.* 

>  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.    10,   rap.  6.— Oviedo,  Hist,  de  \m 
Iiul.,  MS.,  lib.  l^,,  cap.  47.— Bcrnal  Diaz,  lli»l.  dc  la  Conquisla,  cap.  113. 
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He  then  used  his  utmost  endeavors  to  allay  the  discontent  of 
the  troops.  He  addressed  them  in  his  most  soft  and  insinuating 
tones,  and  was  by  no  means  frugal  of  his  promises.^  He  suited 
the  action  to  the  word.  There  were  few  of  them  but  had  lost 
their  accoutrements,  or  their  baggage,  or  horses  taken  and  ap- 
propriated by  the  victors.  This  last  article  was  in  great  request 
among  the  latter,  and  many  a  soldier,  weary  with  the  long 
marches,  hitherto  made  on  foot,  had  provided  himself,  as  he 
imagined,  with  a  much  more  comfortable,  as  well  as  creditable 
conveyance  for  the  rest  of  the  campaign.  The  general  now 
commanded  everything  to  be  restored.^  "  They  were  embarked 
in  the  same  cause,"  he  said,  "  and  should  share  with  one  another 
equally."  He  went  still  further ;  and  distributed  among  the 
soldiers  of  Narvaez  a  quantity  of  gold  and  other  precious  com- 
modities gathered  from  the  neighboring  tribes,  or  found  in  his 
rival's  quarters.^ 

These  proceedings,  however  politic  in  reference  to  his  new 
followers,  gave  great  disgust  to  his  old.  "Our  commander," 
they  cried,  "  has  forsaken  his  friends  for  his  foes.  We  stood 
by  him  in  his  hour  of  distress,  and  are  rewarded  with  blows  and 
wounds,  while  the  spoil  goes  to  our  enemies  ! "  The  indignant 
soldiery  commissioned  the  priest  Olmedo  and  Alonso  de  Avila 
to  lay  their  complaints  before  Cortes.  The  ambassadors  stated 
them  without  reserve,  comparing  their  commander's  conduct  to 
the  ungrateful  proceeding  of  Alexander,  who,  when  he  gained  a 
victory,  usually  gave  away  more  to  his  enemies  than  to  the 
troops  who  enabled  him  to  beat  them.  Cortds  was  greatly 
perplexed.  Victorious  or  defeated,  his  path  seemed  equally 
beset  with  difficulties ! 

He  endeavored  to  soothe  their  irritation  by  pleading  the 
necessity  of  the  case.     "Our new  comrades,  "  he  said,  ''are  for 


2  Diaz,  who  had  often  listened  to  it,  thus  notices  his  eloquence.  *'  Comen- 
z&  vn  parlamento  per  tan  lindo  estilo,  y  platica,  tabic  dichas  cierto  otras  pal- 
abras  mas  sabrosas,  y  llenas  de  ofertas,  q  yo  aqui  no  sabre  escriuir."     Ibid., 

cap.    122. 

2  Captain  Diaz  had  secured  for  his  share  of  the  spoil  of  the  Philistines,  as 
he  tells  us,  a  very  good  horse  with  all  his  accoutrements,  a  brace  of  swords, 
three  daggers,  and  a  buckler, — a  very  beautiful  outfit  for  the  campaign.  The 
general's  orders  were,  naturally  enough,  not  at  all  to  his  taste.  Ibid.,  cap. 
224. 

*  Narvaez  alleges  that  Cortes  plundered  him  of  property  to  the  value  of 
100,000  castellanos  of  gold  !  (Demandade  Zavallos  en  nombre  de  Narvaez, 
MS.)  If  so,  the  pillage  of  the  leader  may  have  supplied  the  means  of  I'bcr 
ality  to  the  privates. 
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midable  from  their  numbers,  so  much  so,  that  we  are  even  now 
much  more  in  their  power  then  they  are  in  ours.  Our  only 
security  in  to  make  them  not  merely  confederates,  but  friends. 
On  any  cause  of  disgust,  we  shall  have  the  whole  battle  to  fight  over 
again,  and,  if  they  are  united,  under  a  much  greater  disadvantage 
than  before.  I  have  considered  your  interests,  "  he  added,  "as 
much  as  my  own.  All  that  I  have  is  yours.  But  why  should 
there  be  any  ground  for  discontent,  when  the  whole  country, 
with  its  riches,  is  before  us  ?  And  our  augmented  strength 
must  henceforth  secure  the  undisturbed  control  of  it !  " 

But  Cortes  did  not  rely  wholly  on  argument  for  the  restora- 
tion of  tranquillity.  He  knew  this  to  be  incompatible  with  inac- 
tion and  he  made  arrangements  to  divide  his  forces,  at  once,  and 
to  employ  them  on  distant  services.  He  selected  a  detachment  of 
two  hundred  men,  under  Diego  de  Ordaz,  whom  he  ordered 
to  form  the  settlement  before  meditated  on  the  Coatzacualco. 
A  like  number  was  sent  with  Velasquez  de  Leon,  to  secure  the 
province  of  Panuco,  some  three  degrees  to  the  north,  on  the 
Mexican  Gulf.  Twenty  in  each  detachment  were  drafted  from 
his  own  veterans. 

Two  hundred  men  he  despatched  to  Vera  Cruz,  with  orders  to 
have  the  rigging,  iron,  and  everything  portable  on  board  of  the 
fleet  of  Narvaez,  brought  on  shore,  and  the  vessels  completely 
dismantled.  He  appointed  a  person  named  Cavallero,  superin- 
tendent of  the  marine,  with  instructions,  that,  if  any  ships,  here- 
after, should  enter  the  port,  they  should  be  dismantled  in  like 
manner,  and  their  officers  imprisoned  on  shore.^ 

But,  while  he  was  thus  occupied  with  new  schemes  of  discovery 
and  conquest,  he  received  such  astounding  intelligence  from 
Mexico,  as  compelled  him  to  concentrate  all  his  faculties  and 
his  forces  on  that  one  point.  The  city  was  in  a  state  of  insurrec- 
tion. No  sooner  had  the  struggle  with  his  rival  been  decided, 
than  Cortds  despatched  a  courier  with  the  tidings  to  the  capital. 
In  less  than  a  fortnight,  the  same  messenger  returned  with  letters 
from  Alvarado,  conveying  the  alarming  information  that  the 
Mexicans  were  in  arms,  and  had  vigorously  assaulted  the  Span- 
iards in  their  own  quarters.     The  enemy,  he  added,  had  burned 

5  Demanda  de  Zavallos  en  nombre  de  Narvaez,  MS. — Hemal  Diaz,  Hist 
dc  la  Conquistii,  cap.  124. — Ovicdo,  Hist,  dc  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  3^,  tap  47. 
— Rcl.  Scg.  dc  Cortes,  ap.  Lorcn/ana,  p.  ijo. — C'amargo,  Hist.  cJc  TlasciU, 
MS. 

The  visit  of  Narvaez  left  melancholy  traces  amonp  the  natives,  that  made 
It  long  rcmeml)crcd.  A  McKro  in  his  suite  brought  with  him  the  small  p>x. 
The  disease  spread  rapidly  in  that  fiuartor  of  the  country,  and  prat  numl>rrt 
of  the  Indian  pr)pulation  soon  fell  vie Uau  to  it.  Hcrrcra,  liist.  General, 
4ec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  6. 
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the  brigantines,  by  which  Cortds  had  secured  the  means  of  re- 
treat in  case  of  the  destruction  of  the  bridges.  They  had  at- 
tempted to  force  the  defences,  and  had  succeeded  in  partially 
undermining  them,  and  they  had  overwhelmed  the  garrison 
with  a  tempest  of  missiles,  which  had  killed  several,  and 
wounded  a  great  number.  The  letter  concluded  with  beseech- 
ing his  commander  to  hasten  to  their  relief,  if  he  would  save 
them,  or  keep  his  hold  on  the  capital.  These  tidings  were 
a  heavy  blow  to  the  general, — the  heavier,  it  seemed,  com- 
ing, as  they  did,  in  the  hour  of  triumph,  when  he  had  thought  to 
have  all  his  enemies  at  his  feet.  There  was  no  room  for  hesita- 
tion. To  lose  their  footing  in  the  capital,  the  noblest  city  in 
the  Western  World,  would  be  to  lose  the  country  itself,  which 
looked  up  to  it  as  its  head.^ 

He  opened  the  matter  ftrfly  to  his  soldiers,  calling  on  all  who 
would  save  their  countrymen  to  follow  him.  All  declared  their 
readiness  to  go ;  showing  an  alacrity,  says  Diaz,  which  some 
would  have  been  slow  to  manifest,  had  they  foreseen  the  future. 

Cortes  now  made  preparations  for  instant  departure.  He 
countermanded  the  orders  previously  given  to  Velasquez  and 
Ordaz,  and  directed  them  to  join  him  with  their  forces  at 
Tlascala.  He  recalled  the  troops  from  Vera  Cruz,  leaving  only 
a  hundred  men  in  garrison  there,  under  command  of  one  Rodrigo 
Rangre  ;  for  he  could  not  spare  the  services  of  Sandoval  at 
this  crisis.  He  left  his  sick  and  wounded  at  Cempoalla,  under 
charge  of  a  small  detachment,  directing  that  they  should  follow 
as  soon  as  they  were  in  marching  order.  Having  completed 
these  arrangements,  he  set  out  from  Cempoalla,  well  supplied 
with  provisions  by  its  hospitable  cacique,  who  attended  him 
some  leagues  on  his  way.  The  Totonac  chief  seems  to  have 
had  an  amiable  facility  of  accommodating  himself  to  the  powers 
that  were  in  the  ascendant. 

Nothing  worthy  of  notice  occurred  during  the  first  part  of  the 
march.  The  troops  everywhere  met  with  a  friendly  reception 
from  the  peasantry,  who  readily  supplied  their  wants.  Some 
time  before  reaching  Tlascala,  the  route  lay  through  a  country 
thinly  settled;  and  the  army  experienced  considerable  suffering 
from  want  of  food,  and  still  more  from  that  of  water.  Their 
distress  increased  to  an  alarming  degree,  as,  in  the  hurry  of  their 
forced  march,  they  travelled  with  the  meridian  sun  beating 
fiercely  on  their  heads.     Several  faltered  by  the  way,  and  throw- 

*  "  Se  perdia  la  mejor,  y  mas  Noble  Ciudad  de  todo  lo  neuvamente  des. 
cubierto  del  Mundo  ;  y  ella  perdida,  se  perdia  todo  lo  que  estaba  ganado,  poi 
ser  la  Cabeza  de  todo,  y  k  quien  todos  obedecian."  Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortes,  ap 
Lorenzana,  p.  131. 
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ing  themselves  down  by  the  road-side,  seemed  incapable  of  fur 
ther  effort,  and  almost  indifferent  to  life. 

In  this  extremity,  Cortds  sent  forward  a  small  detachment  of 
horse  to  procure  provisions  in  Tlascala  and  speedily  followed 
in  person.  On  arriving,  he  found  abundant  supplies  already 
prepared  by  the  hospitable  natives.  They  were  sent  back  to  the 
troops  ;  the  stragglers  were  collected  one  by  one  ;  refreshments 
were  administered ;  and  the  army,  restored  in  strength  and 
spirits,  entered  the  republican  capital. 

Here  they  gathered  little  additional  news  respecting  the  events 
in  Mexico,  which  a  popular  rumor  attributed  to  the  secret  en- 
couragement and  machinations  of  Montezuma.  Cortes  was 
commodiously  lodged  in  the  quarters  of  Maxixca,  one  of  the 
four  chiefs  of  the  republic.  They  readily  furnished  him  with 
two  thousand  troops.  There  was  no  want  of  heartiness'  when 
the  war  was  with   their   ancient  enemy  the  Aziec' 

The  Spanish  commander,  on  reviewing  his  forces,  after  the 
junction  with  his  two  captains,  found  that  they  amounted  to 
about  a  thousand  foot,  and  one  hundred  horse,  besides  the 
Tlascalan  levies.*  In  the  infantry  were  nearly  a  hundred  arque- 
busiers,  with  as  many  crossbow-men  ;  and  the  part  of  the  army 
brought  over  by  Narvaez  was  admirably  equipped.  It  was  in- 
ferior, however,  to  his  own  veterans  in  what  is  better  than  any 
outward  appointments, — military  training,  and  familiarity  with 
the  peculiar  service    in  which  they  were  engaged. 

Leaving  these  friendly  quarters,  the  Spaniards  look  a  more 
northerly  route,  as  more  direct  than  that  by  which  they  had  be- 
fore penetrated  into  the  Valley.  It  was  the  road  to  Tczcuco.  It 
still  compelled  them  to  climb  the  same  bold  range  of  the  Cordil- 
leras, which  attains  its  greatest  elevation  in  the  two  mighty 
Tolcans  at  whose  base  they  had  before  travelled.  The  sides  of 
the  sierra  were  clothed  with  dark  forests  of  pine,  cypress,  and 
cedar,*  through  which  glimpses   now  and  then  opened  into  fath- 

'  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Tnd.,  MS.,  h'h.  13.  cap.  13,  14 — 
Ikrnal  Diaz,  Hist,  dc  la  Conquista,  cap.  124,  125. —  I'cicr  Martyr,  De  Orbc 
Novo,  dec.  5,  cip  5. — Camargo,  Hist,  cic  Tlascala.  MS. 

•  Gomara,  Cr6nica,  cap.  103. — Hcrrcra,  Hist.  General,  dec.  i,  lib.  10, 
cap.  7. 

licrnal  Diaz  raises  the  amount  to  1300  foot  and  96  hor»e.  (Ibid.,  can. 
125.)  Cortes  diminishes  it  to  less  than  half  that  number.  (Krl.  Seg..  nhi 
supra.)  'I'he  estimate  cited  in  the  text  from  the  two  preceding  author itts 
corresponds  nearly  cnoupli  with  that  alrc;i.  -     from  ofiicial  document.^  of 

the  forces  of  Cortes  and  Narvae/  l)cforc  ii      j  'U. 

'  •'  I^is  sierras  altas  de  'Ictzcuco  d  (|ue  Ic  mostraften  de»de  la  niA»  alta 
cumbre  de  afjnrli.is  montafias  y  sierras  de  Tcticuro.  oue  »on  las  aierras  de 
TIalloran  allisimas  y  huiubrosas,  en  las  cuales  he  estado  v  vi^to  v  \y\\ri\Q  decir 
que  son  bastante  para  dcscubrir  el  un  einiaferio  y  otro,  pnr<|uc   •••n    lo»  may 
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omless  dells  and  valleys,  whose  depths  far  down  in  the  sultry 
climate  of  the  tropics,  were  lost  in  a  glowing  wilderness  of 
vegetation.  From  the  crest  of  the  mountain  range  the  eye  trav- 
elled over  the  broad  expanse  of  country,  which  they  had  lately 
crossed,  far  away  to  the  green  plains  of  Cholula.  Towards  the 
west,  they  looked  down  on  the  Mexican  Valley,  from  a  point 
of  view  wholly  different  from  that  which  they  had  before  occu- 
pied, but  still  offering  the  same  beautiful  spectacle,  with  its  lakes 
trembling  in  the  light,  its  gay  cities  and  villas  floating  on  their 
bosom,  its  burnished  teocallis  touched  with  fire,  its  cultivated 
slopes  and  dark  hills  of  porphyry  stretching  away  in  dim  perspec- 
tive to  the  verge  of  the  horizon.  At  their  feet  lay  the  city  of 
Tezcuco,  which,  modestly  retiring  behind  her  deep  groves  of  cy- 
press, formed  a  contrast  to  her  more  ambitious  rival  on  the 
other  side  of  the  lake,  who  seemed  to  glory  in  the  unveiled 
splendors  of  her  charms  as  Mistress  of  the  Valley. 

As  they  descended  into  the  populous  plains  their  reception  by 
the  natives  was  very  different  from  that  which  they  had  expe- 
rienced on  the  preceding  visit.  There  were  no  groups  of  curious 
peasantry  to  be  seen  gazing  at  them  as  they  passed,  and  offer- 
ing their  simple  hospitality.  The  supplies  they  asked  v^-ere  not 
refused,  but  granted  with  an  ungracious  air,  that  showed  the 
blessing  of  the  giver  did  not  accompany  them.  This  air  of  re- 
serve became  still  more  marked  as  the  army  entered  the  sub- 
urbs of  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Acolhuans.  No  one  came 
forth  to  greet  them,  and  the  population  seemed  to  have  dwindled 
away, — so  many  of  them  were  withdrawn  to  the  neighboring 
scene  of  hostilities  at  Mexico.^  Their  cold  reception  was  a  sen- 
sible mortification  to  the  veterans  of  Cortes,  who,  judgingfrom  the 
past,  had  boasted  to  their  new  comrades  of  the  sensation  their 
presence  would  excite  among  the    natives. 

The  cacique  of  the  place,  who,  as  it  may  be  remembered,  had 
been  created  through  the  influence  of  Cortes,  was  himself  ab- 
sent. The  general  drew  an  ill  omen  from  all  these  circumstan- 
ces, which  even  raised  an  uncomfortable  apprehension  in  his 
mind  respecting  the  fate  of  the  garrison  in  Mexico.^ 

ores  puertos  y  mas  altos  de  esta  Nueva  Espana,  de  arboles  y  montes  de 
grandi'sima  altura,  de  cedras,  cipreses  y  pinares."  Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlas- 
cala,  MS. 

10  The  historian  partly  explains  the  reason.  "  En  la  misma  Ciudad  de 
Tescuco  habia  algunos  apasionados  de  los  deudos  y  amigos  de  los  que  ma- 
taron  Pedro  de  Alvarado  y  sus  companeros  en  Mexico."  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist. 
Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  88. 

1^  "  En  todo  el  camino  nunca  me  salioarecibir  ninguna  Persona  de  €l  dicho 
Muteczuma,  como  antes  lo  solian  facer  ;  y  toda  laTierra  estaba  alborotada, 
y  casi  despoblada  :  de  que  concebi  mala  sospecha,  creyendo  que  los  Espa- 
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But  his  doubts  were  soon  dispelled  by  the  arrival  of  a  messen- 
ger in  a  canoe  from  that  city,  whence  he  had  escaped  through 
the  remissness  of  the  enemy,  or,  perhaps,  with  their  connivance. 
He  brought  despatches  from  Alvarado,  informing  his  command- 
er that  the  Mexicans  had  for  the  last  fortnight  desisted  from 
active  hostilities,  and  converted  their  operations  into  a  blockade. 
The  garrison  had  suffered  greatly,  but  Alvarado  expressed  his 
conviction  that  the  siege  would  be  raised,  and  tranquillity  re- 
stored, on  the  approach  of  his  countrymen.  Montezuma  sent  a 
messenger,  also,  to  the  same  effect.  At  the  same  time  he  ex- 
culpated himself  from  any  part  in  the  late  hostilities,  which  he 
said  had  not  only  been  conducted  without  his  privity,  but  con- 
trary to  his  inclination  and  efforts. 

The  Spanish  general,  having  halted  long  enough  to  refresh 
his  wearied  troops,  took  up  his  march  along  the  southern 
margin  of  the  lake,  which  led  him  over  the  same  causeway  by 
which  he  had  before  entered  the  capital.  It  was  the  day  conse- 
crated to  St.  John  the  Baptist,  the  24th  of  June,  1520.  \\\xi 
how  different  was  the  scene  from  that  presented  on  his  former 
entrance  !  ^^  No  crowds  now  lined  the  roads,  no  boats  swarmed 
on  the  lake,  filled  with  admiring  spectators.  A  single  pir(;i;:ue 
might  now  and  then  be  seen  in  the  distance,  like  a  spy  stealtlnly 
watching  their  movements,  and  darting  away  the  moment  it  had 
attracted  notice.  A  deathlike  stillness  brooded  over  the  scrtic, 
— a  stillness  that  spoke  louder  to  the  heart,  than  the  acclima- 
tions of  multitudes. 

Cortds  rode  on  moodily  at  the  head  ol  his  battalions,  finding 
abundant  food  for  meditation,  doubtless,  in  this  change  of  cir- 
cumstances. As  if  to  dispel  these  gloomy  reflections,  he  ordered 
his  trumpets  to  sound,  r.nd  their  clear,  shrill  notes,  borne  across 
the  waters,  told  the  inh.il)itants  of  the  beleaguered  fortress,  that 
their  friends  were  at  hand.  'I'hcy  were  answered  by  a  joyous 
peal  of  artillery,  which  seemed  to  give  momentary  exhilarn- 
tion  to  tlic  troops,  as  they  (juickencd  their  p. ice,  traversed  the 
great  drawbrid;;es,  and  once  more  found  themselves  withiti  rhe 
walls  of  the  imperial  city. 

The   appearance    of    things  here  were    not  such  as  lo  .t 
their  apprehensions.      In  some   places   they  beheld  the   snj.Ai.vi 

Roles  qae  en  U  dicha  Cuidad  habian  qucdado,  cran  mucrlo»,**     Rel.  Scg.  da 
Cort(^s,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  132. 

*^  ••  Y  coino  a^4om6  k  la  vista  dc  la  Ciudad  de  Mexico,  pareci<Slc  qtMMUbft 
toda  yerma,  y  que  no  parccia  persona  por  toxlo*  lot  caniinon,  ni  casai,  ni 
pl.i/as,  ni  nadic  Ir  sailed  rrrihir,  ni  dr  Ion  siivcw,  ni  dc  lo«  cncmigos  ;  t  fu^ 
rsto  Mcfial  dc  indignacion  y  rncniistad  por  lo  que  habla  pasadu. "  Sahagul^ 
Hist,  de  Nueva  Lspafta,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  19. 
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bridges  removed,  intimating  too  plainly,  now  that  their  brigan. 
tines  were  destroyed,  how  easy  it  would  be  to  cut  off  their 
retreat.^^  The  town  seemed  even  more  deserted  than  Tezcuco. 
Its  once  busy  and  crowded  population  had  mysteriously  van- 
ished. And  as  the  Spaniards  defiled  through  the  empty  streets, 
the  tramp  of  their  horses'  feet  upon  the  pavement  was  answered 
by  dull  and  melancholy  echoes  that  fell  heavily  on  their  hearts. 
With  saddened  feelings  they  reached  the  great  gates  of  the 
palace  of  Axayacatl.  The  gates  were  thrown  open,  and  Cortes 
and  his  veterans,  rushing  in,  were  cordially  embraced  by  their 
companions  in  arms,  while  both  parties  soon  forgot  the  present 
in  the  interesting  recapitulation  of  the  past.^'* 

The  first  inquiries  of  the  general  were  respecting  the  origin  of 
the  tumult.  The  accounts  were  various.  Some  imputed  it  to  the 
desire  of  the  Mexicans  to  release  their  sovereign  from  confine- 
ment ;  others  to  the  design  of  cutting  off  the  garrison  while  crip- 
pled by  the  absence  of  Cortes  and  their  countrymen.  All  agreed, 
however,  in  tracing  the  immediate  cause  to  the  violence  of  Alva- 
rado.  It  was  common  for  the  Aztecs  to  celebrate  an  annual 
festival  in  May,  in  honor  of  their  patron  war-god.  It  was  called 
the  "incensing  of  Huitzilopotchli,"  and  was  commemorated  by 
sacrifice,  religious  songs,  and  dances,  in  which  most  of  the  nobles 
engaged,  for  it  was  one  of  the  great  festivals  which  displayed  the 
pomp  of  the  Aztec  ritual.  As  it  was  held  in  the  court  of  the 
teoc^lli^  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  Spanish  quarters, 
and  as  a  part  of  the  temple  itself  was  reserved  for  a  Christian 
chapel,  the  caciques  asked  permission  of  Alvarado  to  perform 
their  rites  there.  They  requested  also,  it  is  said,  to  be  allowed 
the  presence  of  Montezuma.  This  latter  petition  Alvarado  de- 
clined, in  obedience  to  the  injunctions  of  Cortes  ;  but  acquiesced 
in  the  former,  on  condition  that  the  Aztecs  should  celebrate  no 
human  sacrifices,  and  should  come  without  weapons. 

They  assembled  accordingly  on  the  day  appointed,  to  the 
number  of  six  hundred,  at  the  smallest  computation.i^     They 

13  "Pontes  ligneos  qui  tractim  lapideos,  interscant,  sublatos,  ac  vias  agger- 
ibus  munitas  reperit.'T.  Martyr,  De  Orbe  Novo,  dec.  5,  cap.  5. 

1*  Probanza  a  pedimento  de  Juan  de  Lexalde,  MS., — Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortes, 
ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  133. 

"  Esto  causo  gran  admiracion  entodos  los  que  venian,  pero  no  dejaron  de 
marchar,  hasta  entrar  donde  estaban  los  Espanoles  acorralados.  Venian 
todos  muy  casados  y  muy  fatigados  y  con  mucho  deseo  de  llegar  a  donde  es- 
taban sus  hermanos  ;  los  de  dentro  cuando  los  vieron,  recibieron  singular 
consolacion  y  esfuerzo  y  recibieronlos  con  la  artillen'a  que  tenian,  saludan- 
dolos,  y  dandolos  el  parabien  de  su  venida.'*  Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva 
Espana,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  22. 

^  "  E  asi  los  IndioSj  todos  Senores,  mas  de  600  desnudos  e  con  mucna« 
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were  dressed  in  their  most  magnificent  gala  costumes,  with  their 
graceful  mantles  of  feather-work,  sprinkled  with  precious  stones, 
and  their  necks,  arms,  and  legs  ornamented  with  collars  and 
bracelets  of  gold.  They  had  that  love  of  gaudy  splendor  which 
belongs  to  semi-civilized  nations,  and  on  these  occasions  displayed 
all  the  pomp  and  profusion  of  their  barbaric  wardrobes. 

Alvarado  and  his  soldiers  attended  as  spectators,  some  of  them 
taking  their  station  at  the  gates,  as  if  by  chance,  and  others 
mingling  in  the  crowd.  They  were  all  armed,  a  circumstance, 
which,  as  it  was  usual,  excited  no  attention.  The  Aztecs  were 
soon  engrossed  by  the  exciting  movement  of  the  dance,  accom- 
panied by  their  religious  chant  and  wild,  discordant  minstrelsy. 
While  thus  occupied,  Alvarado  and  his  men,  at  aconcerted  signal, 
rushed  with  drawn  swords  on  their  victims.  Unprotected  by  ar- 
mor or  weapons  of  any  kind,  they  were  hewn  down  without  re- 
sistance by  their  assailants,  who,  in  their  bloody  work,  says  a  con- 
temporary, showed  no  touch  of  pity  or  compunction.^*  Some 
fled  to  the  gates,  but  were  caught  on  the  long  pikes  of  the  soldiers. 
Others,  who  attempted  to  scale  the  Coatepantli,  or  Wall  of  Ser- 
pents, as  it  was  called,  which  surrounded  the  area,  shared  the 
like  fate,  or  were  cut  to  pieces,  or  shot  by  the  ruthless  soldier}'. 
The  pavement,  says  a  writer  of  the  age,  ran  with  streams  of  blood, 
like  water  in  a  heavy  shower,"  Not  an  Aztec,  of  all  that  gay 
company,  was  left  alive  !  It  was  repeating  the  dreadful  scene 
of  Cholula,  with  the  disgraceful  addition,  that  the  Spaniards,  ncTt 
content  with  slaughtering  their  victims,  rifled  them  of  the  precious 
ornaments  on  their  persons  1  On  this  sad  day  fell  the  flower  of 
the  Aztec  nobility.  Not  a  family  of  note,  but  had  mourning  and 
desolation  brought  within  its  walls.  And  many  a  doleful  ballad, 
rehearsing  the  tragic  incidents  of  the  story,  and  adapted  to  the 
plaintive  national  airs,  continued  to  be  chanted  by  the  natives 
lung  after  the  subjugation  of  the  couniry.^^ 

joyas  (Ic  oro  (!•  hrrmosos  pcnachos,  <?  muchas  picdras  pr  ,  (5  como  mas 

aclcrczados  6  {.'f-ntilcs  hombrcs  se  pudicron  (:  siij>icron   .  i .    (*  sin  arnu 

alguna  cicfcnsiva  ni  ofensiva  bailal).in  c  cantabaii  c  hac  i.in  sn  arciio  r  (icsta 
scgunsu  costumhrc.'*  (Ovicdo,  llist.  dc  las  Ind.,MS.,  lil).  33,  cap.  ^\.\ 
Some  writers  carry  the  numl)cr  as  high  as  eight  hundred  or  even  one  ti  1- 
aand.  Las  Casas,  with  a  more  modest  exaggeration  than  ustul,  swells  it 
only  to  two  thousand.      Hrevissima  Relatione,  p.  4H. 

'•^  "Sin  diielo  ni  piedad  Christiana  los  acuchill6,  i  matrS.'*  Gomara, 
Cr^inica,  cap.  104. 

'^  *'  Fu(f  tan  pranrle  el  dcrramamiento  dc  S'iingrc.  que  corrian  arrovos  de 
clla  por  el  Patio,  como  agua  cuando  muclio  llucve."  Sahagun,  Ilist.  d« 
Nuevo  EsnaRa,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  20. 

i»  ♦♦  Y  cic    a(]iii    .'i   (juc  se  acabc  el   mundo,   6  cllos  del   to<lo  se    acal»en. 


no  dcxardn  de  latiuiitar,  ycantar  en  sus  arcvton,  y  baylm,  romoen  romances, 
^ue  acd  deziinoH,  acpicila  calamidad,  y   pcrdida  (ic    la  succftsion   dc   tuUa  tU 
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Various  explanations  have  been  given  of  this  atrocious  deed. 
But  few  historians  have  been  content  to  admit  that  of  Alvarado 
himself.  According  to  this,  intelligence  had  been  obtained 
through  his  spies — some  of  them  Mexicans  —  of  an  intended 
rising  of  the  Indians.  The  celebration  of  this  festival  was  fixed 
on,  as  the  period  for  its  execution,  when  the  caciques  would  be 
met  together  and  would  easily  rouse  the  people  to  support  them. 
Alvarado,  advised  of  all  this,  had  forbidden  them  to  wear  arms 
at  their  meeting.  While  affecting  to  comply,  they  had  secreted 
their  weapons  in  the  neighboring  arsenals,  whence  they  could 
readily  withdraw  them.  But  his  own  blow,  by  anticipating  theirs, 
defeated  the  design,  and,  as  he  confidently  hoped,  would  deter 
the  Aztecs  from  a  similar  attempt  in  future.-^^ 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  matter  given  by  Alvarado.  But,  if 
true,  why  did  he  not  verify  his  assertion  by  exposing  the  arms 
thus  secreted  ?  Why  did  he  not  vindicate  his  conduct  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Mexicans  generally,  by  publicly  avowing  the  treason 
oiE  the  nobles,  as  was  done  by  Cortes  at  Cholula  }  The  whole 
looks  much  like  an  apology  devised  after  the  commission  of  the 
deed,  to  cover  up  its  atrocity. 

Some  contemporaries  assign  a  very  different  motive  for  the 
massacre,  which,  according  to  them,  originated  in  the  cupidity 
of  the  Conquerors,  as  shown  by  their  plundering  the  bodies  of 
their  victims.^  Bernal  Diaz,  who,  though  not  present,  had  con- 
versed familiarly  with  those  who  were,  vindicates  them  from  the 
charge  of  this  unworthy  motive.  According  to  him,  Alvarado 
struck  the  blow  in  order  to  intimidate  the  Aztecs  from  any  in- 
surrectionary movement.*^^     But  whether  he  had  reason  to  ap- 

nobleza,  de  que  se  preciauan  de  tantos  afios  atras."  Las  Casas,  Brevissima 
Relatione,  p.  49. 

1*  See  Alvarado's  reply  to  queries  of  Cortes,  as  reported  by  Diaz,  (Hist. 
de  la  Conquista,  cap.  125,)  with  some  additional  particulars  in  Torquemada, 
(Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  66,)  Soli's,  (Conquista,  lib.  4,  cap.  12,)  and 
Herrera,  (Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  8,)  who  all  seem  content  to  en- 
dorse Alvarado's  version  of  the  matter.  I  find  no  other  authority,  of  any 
weight,  in  the  same  charitable  vein. 

^  Oviedo  mentions  a  conversation  which  he  had  some  years  after  this 
tragedy  with  a  noble  Spaniard,  Don  Thoan  Cano,  who  came  over  in  the 
train  of  Narvaez,  and  was  present  at  all  the  subsequent  operations  of  the 
army.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Montezuma,  and  settled  in  Mexico  after 
the  Conquest.  Oviedo  describes  him  as  a  man  of  sense  and  integrity.  In 
answer  to  the  historian's  queries  respecting  the  cause  of  the  rising,  he  said, 
that  Alvarado  had  wantonly  perpetrated  the  massacre  from  pure  avarice  : 
and  the  Aztecs,  enraged  at  such  unprovoked  and  unmerited  cruelty,  rose,  as 
they  well  might,  to  avenge  it.  (Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  54.)  See 
the  original  dialogue  in  Appendix^  Part  2,  No^  11. 

21  "  Verdaderamente  dio  en  ellos  por  metelles  temor."  Hist,  de  la  Coa» 
quista,  cap.  125. 
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prehend  such,  or  even  affected  to  do  so  before  the  massacre, 
the  old  chronicler  does  not  inform  us. 

On  reflection,  it  seems  scarcely  possible  that  so  foul  a  deed, 
and  one  involving  so  much  hazard  to  the  Spaniards  themselves, 
should  have  been  perpetrated  from  the  mere  desire  of  getting 
possession  of  the  baubles  worn  on  the  persons  of  the  natives. 
It  is  more  likely  this  was  an  afterthought,  suggested  to  the  rapa- 
cious soldiery  by  the  display  of  the  spoil  before  them.  It  is  nr.t 
improbable  that  Alvarado  may  have  gathered  rumors  of  a  con- 
spiracy among  the  nobles, — rumors,  perhaps,  derived  through  the 
Tlascalans,  their  inveterate  foes,  and  for  that  reason  very  little 
deserving  of  credit.^  He  proposed  to  defeat  it  by  imitating  the 
example  of  his  commander  at  Cholula.  But  he  omitted  to  imi- 
tate his  leader  in  taking  precautions  against  the  subsequent  rising 
of  the  populace.  And  he  grievously  miscalculated,  when  he  con- 
founded the  bold  and  warlike  Aztec  with  the  effeminate  Cholulan. 

No  sooner  was  the  butchery  accomplished,  than  tiie  tidings 
spread  like  wildfire  through  the  capital.  Men  could  scarcely 
credit  their  senses.  All  they  had  hitherto  suffered,  the  desecration 
of  their  temples,  the  imprisonment  of  their  sovereign,  the  insults 
heaped  on  his  person,  all  were  forgotten  in  this  one  act.*^  Every 
feeling  of  long  smothered  hostility  and  rancor  now  burst  forth  in 
the  cry  for  vengeance.  Every  former  sentiment  of  superstitious 

22  Such,  indeed,  is  the  statement  of  Ixtlilxochitl,  derived,  as  he  says,  from 
the  native  Tezciican  annalists.  According  to  them,  the  Tlascalans,  urged  by 
their  hatred  of  the  Arlecs,  and  their  thirst  for  plunder,  persuaded  Alvarado, 
nothing  loth,  that  the  nobles  meditated  a  rising  on  the  occasion  of  these 
festivities.  The  testimony  is  important,  and  I  give  it  in  the  author's  words. 
*'  Fue  que  ciertos  Tlascaltecas  (segun  las  Historias  dc  Tcscuco  que  son  las 
flue  lo  sigo  y  la  carta  (jue  otras  vcces  he  referido)  por  enihidia  lo  uno  acord- 
andosc  cjue  en  scmcjantc  fiesta  los  Mexicanos  solian  sacrificar  gran  suma  de 
cautivos  de  los  de  la  Nacion  Tlascaltcca,  y  lo  otro  que  era  la  mejor  ocasinn 
que  ellos  podian  tener  para  poder  hinchir  las  manos  de  despojos  y  hartar  su 
codicia,  y  vcngarsc  de  sus  Knemigos,  (porque  hastacntonccs  no  haoian  tenido 
lugar,  ni  Cortes  sc  les  dicra,  ni  admitiera  sus  dichos,  porque  siemprc  hacia 
las  cosas  con  mucho  acucrdo)  fueron  con  csta  invcncion  at  capitan  I*cdrt>  dc 
Albarado,  (juc  estaba  en  lugar  dc  rorl(fs,  el  fjual  no  fu<f  mcneslcr  nnii  l^o 
para  darles  crtWlito  porque  tan  buenos  filos,  y  pensamientos  tenia  coni'>  r  )'s, 
y  mas  vicndo  (jue  alii  en  aquclla  fiesta  habian  acudido  todos  los  S- 
Cabezus  del  Impcrio  v  que  mucrtos  no  tenian  mucho  trabajo  fw  .-^  , 
rlcs."     Hist.  Chich..  MS.,  cap.  88. 

■*  Martyr  well  recapitulates  these  grievances,  showing  that  they  seemH 
such  in  the  eyes  of  the  Spaniards  themselves,— <>f  those,  at  least,  whose 
judgment  was  not  warped  by  a  share  hi  the  transactions.  "  Emori  Hlalurrnnt 
malle,  quam  diutius  ferre  talcs  hospitrs  fini  rrprm  «uum  ^nl)  V\\>.:\\ 
vitae  specie  dctincant,  civifatrni  (>r(  it|irnt.  .r 
alicjs  prxterca  in  contumeliam  .intr  liloruiM  <  '• 

ent  ; f|ui  dcinum  simulac  hra  dcoriMU  <  onlrrccrmt,  rt    ntii   vrtcrct 

ac  ccremonias  aniiquas  illis  «t)st*ilcrint."     De  Orbc  Novo,  dr.     c     >!>.  \ 


42 


RESIDENCE  IN  MEXICO, 


dread  was  merged  in  that  of  inextinguishable  hatred.  It  required 
no  effort  of  the  priests — though  this  was  not  wanting — to  fan 
these  passions  into  a  blaze.  The  city  rose  in  arms  to  a  man, 
and  on  the  following  dawn,  almost  before  the  Spaniards  could 
secure  themselves  in  their  defences,  they  were  assaulted  with 
desperate  fury.  Some  of  the  assailants  attempted  to  scale  the 
walls  ;  others  succeeded  in  partially  undermining  and  in  setting 
fire  to  the  works.  Whether  they  would  have  succeeded  in  car- 
rying the  place  by  storm  is  doubtful.  But,  at  the  prayers  of  the 
garrison,  Montezuma  himself  interfered,  and  mounting  the  battle- 
ments addressed  the  populace,  whose  fury  he  endeavored  to 
mitigate  by  urging  considerations  for  his  own  safety.  They  re- 
spected their  monarch  so  far  as  to  desist  from  further  attempts 
to  storm  the  fortress,  but  changed  their  operations  into  a  regular 
blockade.  They  threw  up  works  around  the  palace  to  prevent 
the  egress  of  the  Spaniards,  They  suspended  the  tianguez,  or 
market,  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  their  enemy's  obtaining 
supplies  and  they  then  quietly  sat  down,  with  feelings  of  sullen 
desperation,  waiting  for  the  hour  when  famine  should  throw  their 
victims  into  their  hands. 

The  condition  of  the  besieged,  meanwhile,  was  sufficiently 
distressing.  Their  magazines  of  provisions,  it  is  true,  were  not 
exhausted  ;  but  they  suffered  greatly  from  want  of  water,  which, 
within  the  inclosure,  was  exceedingly  brackish,  for  the  soil  was  sat- 
urated with  the  salt  of  the  surrounding  elements.  In  this  extremity, 
they  discovered,  it  is  said,  a  spring  of  fresh  water  in  the  area.  Such 
springs  were  known  in  some  other  parts  of  the  city ;  but,  dis- 
covered first  under  these  circumstances,  it  was  accounted  as 
nothing  less  than  a  miracle.  Still  they  suffered  much  from  their 
past  encounters.  Seven  Spaniards,  and  many  Tlascalans,  had 
fallen  and  there  was  scarcely  one  of  either  nation  who  had  not  re- 
ceived several  wounds.  In  this  situation,  far  from  their  own 
countrymen,  without  expectation  of  succor  from  abroad,  they 
seemed  to  have  no  alternative  before  them,  but  a  lingering  death 
by  famine,  or  one  more  dreadful  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice.  From 
this  gloomy  state  they  were  relieved  by  the  coming  of  their  com- 
rades.^ 

Cortes  calmly  listened  to  the  explanation  made  by  Alvarado. 
But,  before  it  was  ended,  the  conviction  must  have  forced  itself 
on  his  mind,  that  he  had  made  a  wrong  selection  for  this  impor- 
tant post.  Yet  the  mistake  was  natural.  Alvarado  was  a  cav- 
alier of  high  family,  gallant  and  chivalrous,  and  his  warm  personal 
friend.     He  had  talents  for  action,  was  possessed  of  firmness  and 

24  Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS.— Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib. 
33,  cap.  13,  47. — Gomara,  Cr6nica,  cap.  105. 
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intrepidity,  while  his  frank  and  dazzling  manners  made  the 
Tonatiuh  an  especial  favorite  with  the  Mexicans.  But,  underneath 
this  showy  exterior,  the  future  conqueror  of  Guatemala  concealed 
a  heart  rash,  rapacious,  and  cruel.  He  was  altogether  destitute 
of  that  moderation,  which,  in  the  delicate  position  he  occupied, 
was  a  quality  of  more  worth  than  all  the  rest. 

When  Alvarado  had  concluded  his  answers  to  the  several  in- 
terrogatories of  Cortes,  the  brow  of  the  latter  darkened,  as  he 
said  to  his  lieutenant,  *'  You  have  done  badly.  You  have  been 
false  to  your  trust.  Your  conduct  has  been  that  of  a  mad- 
man ! "  And,  turning  abruptly  on  his  heel,  he  left  him  in  un- 
disguised displeasure. 

Yet  this  was  not  a  time  to  break  with  one  so  popular,  and,  in 
many  respects  so  important  to  him,  as  this  captain,  much  less 
to  inflict  on  him  the  punishment  he  merited.  The  Spaniards 
were  like  mariners  laboring  in  a  heavy  tempest,  whose  bark 
nothing  but  the  dexterity  of  the  pilot,  and  the  hearty  coopera- 
tion of  the  crew  can  save  from  foundering.  Dissensions  at 
such  a  moment  must  be  fatal.  Cortes,  it  is  true,  felt  strong  in 
his  present  resources.  He  now  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a 
force  which  could  scarcely  amount  to  less  than  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty  Spaniards,  and  eight  liiousand  native  warriors,  princi- 
pally Tlascalans.*  But,  though  relying  on  this  to  overawe  re- 
sistance, the  very  augmentation  of  numbers  increased  the  diffi- 
culty of  subsistence.  Discontented  with  himself,  disgusted  with 
his  officers,  and  embarrassed  by  the  disastrous  consequences  in 
which  Alvarado's  intemperance  had  involved  him,  he  became 
irritable,  and  indulged  in  a  petuhmce  by  no  means  common  ; 
for,  though  a  man  of  lively  passions,  by  nature,  he  Iield  them 
habitually  under  control."-*' 

On  the  day  that  C'ories  arrived,  Montezuma  had  left  his  own 
quarters  to  welcome  him.  JJut  the  Spani^h  commander,  dis- 
trusting, as  it  would  seem,  however  unreasonably,  his  good 
faith,  received  him  so  coldly  that  the  Indian  monarch  withdrew, 
displeased  and  dejected,  to  his  apartment.  As  the  Mexican 
populace  made  no  show  of  submission,  and  brought  no  su|>plies 
to  the  armv,  the  general's  ill-humor  with  the  emperor  continued. 

*  ITe  left  in  garrison,  on  his  dcparttire   from  Mexico,  140  Spani-ird*  and 

aboiji    6500  'I'lascalans,  including  a  few  rcmpoalUn  warriors.      ^ ,j» 

five  hiUHlrcd   of   these— a   liberal   allow  nice — to  have   perished  in  I 

otherwise,  it  would  still  leave  .1  niiinher.  which,  with  the  reinforccmcuL  nuw 
brotipht,  wotild  laise  the  amoiint  to  that  stated  n  the  t4»xt. 

*  "  Y  vicndu-aiic  todo  cstatia  muv  al  contrario  dc  sus  pens  1  1 
de  comor  no  nosnaiian,  estaua  may  airado,  y  »ol)crvio  ci\  \x  v.  ^^ 
EspaRoles  que  trai.i,  y  miiy  tristc,  y  mohino."  Bernal  Dia*,  Hi»l,  dc  l« 
Conquista,  cap.  i  26^ 


44 


RESIDENCE  IJV  MEXICO, 


When,  thereiore,  Montezuma  sent  some  of  the  nobles  to  ask  an 
interview  with  Cortes,  the  latter,  turning  to  his  own  officers, 
haughtily  exclaimed,  "  What  have  I  to  do  with  this  dog  of  a 
king  who  suffers  us  to  starve  before  his  eyes  ?  " 

His  captains,  among  whom  were  Olid,  de  Avila,  and  Velas- 
quez de  Leon,  endeavored  to  mitigate  his  anger,  reminding  him, 
in  respectful  terms,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  emperor,  the 
garrison  might  even  now  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  enemy. 
This  remonstrance  only  chafed  him  the  more.  "  Did  not  the 
dog,"  he  asked,  repeating  the  opprobrious  epithet,  *'  betray  us 
in  his  communications  with  Narvaez  "i  And  does  he  not  now 
suffer  his  markets  to  be  closed,  and  leave  us  to  die  of  famine  ?  " 
Then  turning  fiercely  to  the  Mexicans,  he  said,  *'  Go  tell  your 
master  and  his  people  to  open  the  markets,  or  we  will  do  it  for 
them  at  their  cost !  "  The  chiefs,  who  had  gathered  the  import 
of  his  previous  taunt  on  their  sovereign,  from  his  tone  and  gest- 
ure, or  perhaps  from  some  comprehension  of  his  language,  left 
his  presence  swelling  with  resentment ;  and,  in  communicating 
his  message,  took  care  it  should  lose  none  of  its  effect.^ 

Shortly  after,  Cortes,  at  the  suggestion,  it  is  said,  of  Monte- 
zuma, released  his  brother  Cuitlahua,  lord  of  Iztapalapan,  who, 
it  will  be  remembered,  had  been  seized  on  suspicion  of  cooperat- 
ing with  the  chief  of  Tezcuco  in  his  meditated  revolt.  It  was 
thought  he  might  be  of  service  in  allaying  the  present  tumult, 
and  bringing  the  populace  to  a  better  state  of  feeling.  But  he 
returned  no  more  to  the  fortress.^  He  was  a  bold,  ambitious 
prince,  and  the  injuries  he  had  received  from  the  Spaniards 
rankled  deep  in  his  bosom.  He  was  presumptive  heir  to  the 
crown,  which,  by  the  Aztec  laws  of  succession,  descended  much 
more  frequently  in  a  collateral  than  in  a  direct  line.  The  people 
welcomed  him  as  the  representative  of  their  sovereign,  and  chose 
him  to  supply  the  place  of  Montezuma  during  his  captivity. 
Cuitlahua  willingly  accepted  the  post  of  honor  and  of  danger. 
He  was  an  experienced  warrior,  and  exerted  himself  to  reorgan- 
ize the  disorderly  levies,  and  to  arrange  a  more  efficient  plan  of 
operations.     The  effect  was  soon  visible. 

Cortes  meanwhile  had  so  little  doubt  of  his  ability  to  overawe 
the  insurgents,  that  he  wrote  to  that  effect  to  the  garrison  of 
Villa  Rica,  by  the  same  despatches  in  which  he  informed  them 
of  his  safe  arrival  in  the  capital.     But  scarcely  had  his  messen- 

27  The  scene  is  reported  by  Diaz,  who  was  present.  (Ibid.,  cap.  126.) 
See,  also,  the  Chronicle  of  Gomara,  the  chaplain  of  Cortes.  Cap.  106.)  It 
is  further  confirmed  by  Don  Thoan  Cano,  an  eyewitness,  in  his  conversation 
with  Oviedo.     See  Appendix^Part  2,  N^c.  11. 

^  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  lo,  cap.  8. 
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ger  been  gone  half  an  hour,  when  he  returned  breathless  with 
terror,  and  covered  with  wounds.  "  The  city,"  he  said,  *'  was 
all  in  arms  !  The  drawbridges  were  raised,  and  the  enemy 
would  soon  be  upon  them  !  "  He  spoke  truth.  It  was  not 
long  before  a  hoarse,  sullen  sound  became  audible,  like  that  of 
the  roaring  of  distant  waters.  It  grew  louder  and  louder  ;  till, 
from  the  parapet  surrounding  the  inclosure,  the  great  avenues 
which  led  to  it  might  be  seen  dark  with  the  masses  of  warriors, 
who  came  rolling  on  in  a  confused  tide  towards  the  fortress. 
At  the  same  time,  the  terraces  and  azoteas  or  flat  roofs,  in  the 
neighborhood,  were  thronged  with  combatants  brandishing  their 
missiles,  who  seemed  to  have  risen  up  as  if  by  magic  !'^  It  was 
a  spectacle  to  appal  the  stoutest. — But  the  dark  storm  to  which 
it  was  the  prelude,  and  which  gathered  deeper  and  deeper  round 
the  Spaniards  during  the  remainder  of  their  residence  in  the 
capital,  must  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  Book. 

®  "El  qual  Mensajero  bolvio  dende  a  media  hora  todo  descalabrado,  y 
herido,  dando  voces,  que  todos  los  Indies  de  la  Ciudad  venian  de  Guerra  y 
que  tenian  todas  las  Puentes  alzadas  ;  d  junto  tras  el  da  sobre  nosotros  tanta 
multitud  de  Gente  por  todas  partes,  que  ni  las  callcs  ni  Azoteas  se  parecian 
con  Gente  ;  la  qual  venia  con  los  mayores  alaridos,  y  grita  mas  espantable, 
que  en  el  Mundo  se  puede  pensar."  Rel.  Scg.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorcnzana,  p. 
134. — Oviedo,  Hist,  dc  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  13. 


Gonzalo  Fernandez  de  Oviedo  y  Valdes  was  born  in  147R.  He  bclonped 
to  an  ancient  family  of  the  Asturias.  Every  famil>^  indeed,  claims  to  Ik.-  an- 
cient in  this  last  retreat  of  the  intrepid  Goths.  lie  was  early  introduced  at 
court,  and  was  ai)pointed  page  to  Prince  Juan,  the  only  son  of  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  on  whom  their  hopes,  and  those  of  the  nation,  cU-scrvcdly 
rested.  Oviedo  accf)mpanied  the  camp  in  the  latter  campaigns  of  the  Moor- 
ish war,  and  was  present  at  the  mcmf)rable  siege  of  Granada.  On  the  un- 
timely death  of  his  royal  master  in  1496,  he  passed  over  to  Italy  and  entered 
the  service  of  King  Frederick  of  Naples.  At  the  death  of  that  prince  he  re- 
turned to  his  own  country,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century  wc 
find  him  again  established  in  Castile,  where  he  occupied  thr  pl,i  c-  of 
keeper  of  the  crown  jewels.  In  151 3,  he  was  named  bv  Ft  i 
oWzveedor^  or  inspector  of  the  gold  foundcrics  in  the  Ai 
Oviedo,  accordingly,  transported  himself  to  the  New  World,  whcrr  he  s  n 
took  a  commission  under  Pedrarias,  governor  of  Darien  ;  and  shared  in  ilie 
disastrous  fortunes  of  that  colonv.  He  obtained  some  valuable  privilM-rs 
from  the  Crown,  built  a  fortress  on  Tierra  Firme  and  entered  into  tr.»inc 
with  the  natives.  In  this  we  may  presume  hr  was  pro^|>eroui.  since  we 
find  him  at  length   cstablivjifd  with   a  wife    an-'  T'  '     r- 

nandina,  .is  it  was  then  called.     Although  he  ( ■  ' 

residence  in  the  New  World,  he  made  occasion;)'  fi 

1526,  published   at  Madrid   his   Sunuirio.     It  i^  <i  ^ 

Charles  thr  Fifth,  and  contains  an  account  of  the  We.M  Indies.  iIh 
phy,  rUniatr,  ihi-  rat  cs  who  inhabited  thrm,  tt>i;rlh»r  with   their  .n.  J 

Y(,|     •>  M«\\irr>  3 
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vegetable  productions.  The  subject  was  of  great  interest  to  the  inquisitive 
minds  of  Europe,  and  one  of  which  they  had  previously  gleaned  but  scanty 
information.  In  1535,  in  a  subsequent  visit  to  Spain,  Oviedo  gave  to  the 
world  the  first  volume  of  his  great  work,  which  he  had  been  many  years  in 
compiling, — the  "  Historia  de  las  Indias  Occidentales."  In  the  same  year, 
he  was  appointed  by  Charles  the  Fifth  alcayde  of  the  fortress  of  Hispaniola. 
He  continusd  in  the  island  the  ten  following  years,  actively  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  historical  researches,  and  then  returned  for  the  last  time 
to  his  native  land.  The  veteran  scholar  was  well  received  at  court,  and  ob- 
tained the  honorable  appointment  of  Chronicler  of  the  Indies.  He  occupied 
this  post  until  the  period  of  his  death,  which  took  place  at  Valladolid  in 
1557,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age,  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  em- 
ployed in  preparing  the  residue  of  his  history  for  the  press. 

Considering  the  intimate  footing  on  which  Oviedo  lived  with  the  eminent 
persons  of  his  time,  it  is  singular  that  so  little  is  preserved  of  his  personal 
history  and  his  character.  Nic.  Antonio  speaks  of  him  as  a  "man  of  large 
experience,  courteous  in  his  manners,  and  of  great  probity."  His  long  and 
active  life  is  a  sufficient  voucher  for  his  experience,  and  one  will  hardly 
doubt  his  good  breeding,  when  we  know  the  high  society  in  which  he  moved. 
He  left  a  large  mass  of  manuscripts,  embracing  a  vast  range  both  of  civil 
and  natural  history.  By  far  the  most  important  is  his  Historia  General  de  las 
Indias.  It  is  divided  into  three  parts,  containing  fifty  books.  The  first  part, 
consisting  of  nineteen  books,  is  the  one  already  noticed  as  having  been  pub- 
lished during  his  liferime.  It  gives  in  a  more  extended  form  the  details  of 
geographical  and  natural  history  embodied  in  his  Sttmario,  with  a  narrative, 
moreover,  of  the  discoveries  and  conquests  of  the  Islands.  A  translation  of 
this  portion  of  the  work  was  made  by  the  learned  Ramusio,  with  whom 
Oviedo  was  in  correspondence,  and  is  published  in  the  third  volume  of  his 
inestimable  collection.  The  two  remaining  parts  relate  to  the  conquests  of 
Mexico,  of  Peru,  and  other  countries  of  South  America.  It  is  that  portion 
of  the  work  consulted  for  these  pages.  The  manuscript  was  deposited,  at 
his  death,  in  the  Casa  de  la  Contraiacion,  at  Seville.  It  afterwards  came  into 
the  possession  of  the  Dominican  monastery  of  Monserrat.  In  process  of 
time,  mutilated  copies  found  their  way  into  several  private  collections;  when, 
in  1775,  Don  Francisco  Cerda  y  Rico,  an  officer  in  the  Indian  department, 
ascertained  the  place  in  which  the  original  was  preserved,  and,  prompted  by 
his  literary  zeal,  obtained  an  order  from  the  government  for  its  publication. 
Under  his  supervision  the  work  was  put  in  order  for  the  press,  and  Oviedo's 
biographer,  Alvarez  y  Baena,  assures  us  that  a  complete  edition  of  it,  pre- 
pared with  the  greatest  care,  will  soon  be  given  to  the  world.  (Hijos  de 
Madrid,  (Madrid,  1790,)  torn.  II.  pp.  354-361.)  It  still  remains  in  manu- 
script. 

No  country  has  been  more  fruitful  in  the  field  of  historical  composition 
than  Spain.  Her  ballads  are  chronicles  done  into  verse.  The  chronicles 
themselves  date  from  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries.  Every  city,  every 
small  town,  every  great  family,  and  many  a  petty  one,  has  its  chronicler. 
These  were  often  mere  monkish  chroniclers,  who  in  the  seclusion  of  the  con- 
vent foHnd  leisure  for  literary  occupation.  Or,  not  unfrequently,  they  were 
men  who  had  taken  part  in  the  affairs  they  described,  more  expert  with  the 
sword  than  with  the  pen.  The  compositions  of  this  latter  class  have  a  gen. 
eral  character  of  that  indifference  to  fine  writing,  which  shows  a  mind  intent 
on  the  facts  with  which  it  is  occupied,  much  more  than  on  forms  of  expres- 
sion. The  monkish  chroniclers,  on  the  other  hand,  often  make  a  pedantic 
display  of  obsolete  erudition,  which  contrasts  rather  whimsically  with  the 
homely  texture  of  the  narrative.  The  chronicles  of  both  the  one  and  the 
other  class  of  writers  may  frequently  claim  the  merit  of  picturesque  and 
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animated  detail,  showing  that  the  subject  was  one  of  living  interest,  and  that 
the  writer's  heart  was  in  his  subject. 

Many  of  the  characteristic  blemishes,  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  may 
be  charged  on  Oviedo.  His  style  is  cast  in  no  classic  mould.  His  thoughts 
find  themselves  a  vent  in  tedious,  interminable  sentences,  that  may  fill  the 
reader  with  despair  ;  and  the  thread  of  the  narrative  is  broken  by  imperti- 
nent episodes  that  lead  to  nothing.  His  scholarship  was  said  to  be  some- 
what scanty.  One  will  hardly  be  led  to  doubt  it,  from  the  tawdry  display  of 
Latin  quotations  with  which  he  garnishes  his  pages,  like  a  poor  gallant,  who 
would  make  the  most  of  his  little  store  of  finery.  He  affected  to  take  the 
elder  Pliny  as  his  model,  as  appears  from  the  preface  to  his  Sumario.  But 
his  own  work  fell  far  short  of  the  model  of  erudition  and  eloquence  which 
that  great  writer  of  natural  history  has  bequeathed  to  us. 

Yet,  with  his  obvious  defects,  Oviedo  showed  an  enlightened  curiosity, 
and  a  shrewd  spirit  of  observation,  which  place  him  far  above  the  ordinary 
range  of  chroniclers.  He  may  even  be  said  to  display  a  philosophic  tone  in 
his  reflections,  though  his  philosophy  must  be  regarded  as  cold  and  unscru- 
pulous, wherever  the  rights  of  the  Aborigines  are  in  ouestion.  He  was  inde- 
fatigable in  amassing  materials  for  his  narratives,  and  for  this  purpose  main- 
tained a  correspondence  with  the  most  eminent  men  of  his  lime,  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  transactions  which  he  commemorates.  He  even  conde- 
scended to  collect  information  from  more  humble  sources,  from  popular  tra- 
dition and  the  reports  of  the  common  soldiers.  Hence  his  work  often  pre- 
sents a  medley  of  inconsistent  and  contradictory  details,  which  perplex  the 
Judgment,  making  it  exceedingly  difficult,  at  this  distance  of  time,  to  disen- 
tangle the  truth.  It  was,  perhaps,  for  this  reason,  that  Las  Casas  compli- 
mented the  author  by  declaring,  that  "  his  works  were  a  wholesale  fabrica- 
tion, as  full  of  lies  as  of  pages!"  Yet  another  explanation  of  this  severe 
judgment  may  be  found  in  the  different  characters  of  the  two  men.  Oviedo 
shared  in  the  worldly  feelings  common  to  the  Spanish  Concjuerors  ;  and, 
while  he  was  ever  ready  to  magnify  the  exploits  of  his  countr>mcn,  held 
hghtly  the  claims  and  the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate  Aborigines.  He  was 
incapable  of  appreciating  the  generous  philanthropy  of  Las  Casas,  or  of  ris- 
ing to  his  lofty  views,  which  he  doubtless  derided  as  those  of  a  benevolent, 
it  mi^ht  be,  but  visionary,  fanatic.  Las  Casas,  on  the  other  h.^iul,  whose 
voice  had  been  constantly  uplifted  against  the  abuses  of  the  Conquerors,  was 
filled  with  abhorrence  at  the  sentiments  avowed  by  Oviedo,  and  it  was  nat- 
ural that  his  aversion  to  the  principles  should  be  extended  to  the  person  who 
professed  thcni.  I^robably  no  two  men  could  have  been  found  less  compe- 
tent to  form  a  right  estimate  of  each  other. 

Oviedo  showed  the  same  activity  in  gathering  materials  for  natural  history, 
as  he  had  done  for  the  illustration  of  civil.  He  collected  the  different  plants 
of  the  Islands  in  his  garden,  and  domesticated  many  of  the  animals,  or  kept 
them  in  confinement  under  liiseyc,  where  he  could  study  their  prrtiliar  hab- 
its. By  this  course,  if  he  did  not  himself  rival  I'linv  and  Hein.-inilr/  in  sci- 
ence, he  was,  at  least,  enabled  to  furnish  the  man  of  science  with  facts  of  the 
highest  interest  and  importance. 

Besides  these  historical  writings,  Oviedo  left  a  work  in  six  volumes,  called 
by  the  whimsical  title  of  Quincu,v^rtuu.  It  consists  of  imaginary  dialogues 
between  the  most  eminent  Sp  of  the  time,  in  r-  :  •  their  personal 

history,  their  families,  and  {  v.     It  is  a  work  mablr  v.-^Iim-  to 

the   historian   of   the  times  of   Fcrdmand   and    Isalxrli.!,  and   of   <  'he 

Fifth.     But  it  has  attracted  little  attention  in  Spain,  where  it  still  i  in 

manu.script.  A  complete  copy  of  Ovicdo's  History  of  the  Indien  is  in  the  ar- 
chives of  the  Koval  AcaJemv  of  Historv  in  Madrid,  and  it  is  under>tt><>d 
that  this  body  has  now  an  edition  prepared  for  the  press.     Such  parts  as  ara 
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literally  transcribed  from  preceding  n.  atives,  like  the  Letters  of  Cortes, 
which  Oviedo  transferred  without  sen.  2  entire  and  unmutilated  into  his 
own  pages,  though  enlivened,  it  is  trut  y  occasional  criticism  of  his  own, 
might  as  well  be  omitted.  But  the  remamder  of  the  great  work  affords  a 
mass  of  multifarious  information  which  would  make  an  important  contribu- 
tion to  the  colonial  history  of  Spain. 

An  authority  of  frequent  reference  in  these  pages  is  Diego  Mufios  Ca- 
margo.  He  was  a  noble  Tlascalan  mestee,  and  lived  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  He  was  educated  in  the  Christian  faith,  and  early  in- 
structed in  Castilian,  in  which  tongue  he  composed  his  Historia  de  Tlascala. 
In  this  work  he  introduces  the  reader  to  the  different  members  of  the  great 
Nahuatlac  family,  who  came  successively  up  the  Mexican  plateau.  Born 
and  bred  among  the  Aborigines  of  the  country,  when  the  practices  of  the 
Pagan  age  had  not  wholly  become  obsolete,  Camargo  was  in  a  position  per- 
fectly to  comprehend  the  condition  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  ;  and  his  work 
supplies  much  curious  and  authentic  information  respecting  the  social  and 
religious  institutions  of  the  land  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest.  His  patriot- 
ism warms,  as  he  recounts  the  old  hostilities  of  his  countrymen  with  the  Az- 
tecs, and  it  is  singular  to  observe  how  the  detestation  of  the  rival  nations  sur- 
vived their  common  subjection  under  the  Castilian  yoke, 

Camargo  embraces  in  his  narrative  an  account  of  this  great  event,  and  of 
the  subsequent  settlement  of  the  country.  As  one  of  the  Indian  family,  we 
might  expect  to  see  his  chronicle  reflect  the  prejudices,  or,  at  least,  partial- 
ities, of  the  Indian.  But  the  Christian  convert  yielded  up  his  sympathies  as 
freely  to  the  Conquerors  as  to  his  own  countrymen.  The  desire  to  magnify 
the  exploits  of  the  latter,  and  at  the  same  time  to  do  full  justice  to  the  prow- 
ess of  the  white  men,  produces  occasionally  a  most  whimsical  contrast  in  his 
pages,  giving  the  story  a  strong  air  of  inc^ ..  :istency.  In  point  of  literary  ex- 
ecution the  work  has  little  merit  ;  as  great,  however,  as  could  be  expected 
from  a  native  Indian,  indebted  for  his  knowledge  of  the  tongue  to  such  im- 
perfect instruction  as  he  could  obtain  from  the  missionaries.  Yet  in  style  of 
composition  it  may  compare  not  unfavorably  with  the  writings  of  some  of  the 
missionaries  themselves. 

The  original  manuscript  was  long  preserved  in  the  convent  of  San  Felipe 
Neri  in  Mexico,  where  Torquemada,  as  appears  from  occasional  references, 
had  access  to  it.  It  has  escaped  the  attention  of  other  historians,  but  was 
embraced  by  Munoz  in  his  magnificent  collection,  and  deposited  in  the  ar- 
chives of  the  Royal  Academy  of  History  at  Madrid ;  from  which  source  the 
copy  in  my  possession  was  obtained.  It  bears  the  title  of  Pedazo  de  Historia 
Verdaderuy  and  is  without  the  author's  name,  and  without  division  into  books 
or  chapters. 
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CHAPTER    I. 


Desperate  Assault  on  the  Quarters. — Fury  of  the  Mex- 
icans.— Sally  op^  the  Stamards. — Montezuma  addresses 
THE  People. — Dangerously   wounded. 

1520. 

The  palace  of  Axayacatl,  in  which  the  Spaniards  were  qiiar- 
terc'fl,  was,  as  the  reader  may  remember,  a  vast,  irregular  pile 
of  stone  buildings,  having  but  one  floor,  except  in  the  centre, 
where  another  story  was  added,  consisting  of  a  suite  of  apart- 
ments which  rose  like  turrets  on  the  main  building  of  the  edifice. 
A  vast  area  streiciied  around,  encompassed  by  a  stone  wall  of 
no  great  height.  This  was  supported  by  towers  or  bulwarks 
at  certain  intervals,  which  gave  it  some  degree  of  strength,  not, 
indeed,  as  compared  with  European  fortitications,  but  sufficient  to 
resist  the  rude  battering  enginery  of  the  Indians.  The  para- 
pet had  been  pierced  here  and  there  with  embrasures  for  the  ar- 
tillery, which  consisted  of  thirteen  guns;  and  smaller  apertures 
were  made  in  other  parts  for  the  convenience  of  the  arcjucbusiers. 
The  Spanish  forces  found  accommr>dations  within  the  great 
building  ;  but  the  numerous  body  of  Tlascalan  auxiliaries  could 
have  had  no  other  shelter  than  what  was  afTorded  by  barracks 
or  sheds  hastily  constructed  for  the  purpose  in  the  spacious 
courtyard.  Most  of  them,  probably,  bivouacked  under  the  open 
sky,  in  a  climate  milder  than  that  towhich  thcv  were  accustomed 
among  the  rude  iiills  of  tticir  native  land.  Thus  crowded  into  a 
small  and  compact  compass,  the  whole  army  could  be  assembled 
at  a  moment's  notice  ;  and,  as  the  Spanish  commander  was  care- 
ful to  enforce  the  strictest  discipline  and  vigilance,  it  was  Bcarce- 
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ly  possible  that  he  could  be  taken  by  surprise.  No  sooner,  there- 
fore, did  the  trumpet  call  to  arms,  as  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
was  announced,  than  every  soldier  was  at  his  post,  the  cavalry 
mounted,  the  artillery-men  at  their  guns,  and  the  archers  and 
arquebusiers  stationed  so  at  to  give  the  assailants  a  warm  re- 
ception. 

On  they  came,  with  the  companies,  or  irregular  masses,  into 
which  the  multitude  was  divided,  rushing  forward  each  in  its 
own  dense  column,  with  many  a  gay  banner  displayed,  and 
many  a  bright  gleam  of  light  reflected  from  helmet,  arrow, 
and  spear-head,  as  they  were  tossed  about  in  their  disorderly  ar- 
ray. As  they  drew  near  the  inclosure,  the  Aztecs  set  up  a 
hideous  yell,  or  rather  that  shrill  whistle  used  in  fight  by  the 
nations  of  Anahuac,  which  rose  far  above  the  sound  of  shell 
and  atabal,  and  their  other  rude  instruments  of  warlike  melody. 
They  followed  this  by  a  tempest  of  missiles,— stones,  darts, 
and  arrows, — which  fell  thick  as  rain  on  the  besieged,  while 
volleys  of  the  same  kind  descended  from  the  crowded  terraces 
in  the  neighborhood.^  ' 

The  Spaniards  waited  until  the  foremost  column  had  arrived 
within  the  best  distance  for  giving  effect  to  their  fire,  when  a 
general  discharge  of  artillery  and  arquebuses  swept  the  ranks 
of  the  assailants,  and  mowed  them  down  by  hundreds.^  The 
Mexicans  were  familiar  with  the  report  of  these  formidable  en- 
gines, as  they  had  been  harmlessly  discharged  on  some  holy- 
day  festival ;  but  never  till  now  had  they  witnessed  their  mur- 
derous power.  They  stood  aghast  for  a  moment,  as  with  bewil- 
dered looks  they  staggered  under  the  fury  of  the  fire  f  but,  soon 

1  "  Eran  tantas  las  Piedras,  que  nos  echaban  con  Hondas  dentro  en  la 
Fortaleza,  que  no  parecia  sino  que  el  Cielo  las  Dovia  ;  e  las  Flechas,  y 
Tiraderas  eran  tantas,  que  todas  las  paredes  y  Patios  estaban  llenos,  que 
casl  no  podiamos  andar  con  ellas.'*  (Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p. 
134.)  No  wonder  that  they  should  have  found  some  difficulty  in  wading 
through  the  arrows,  if  Herrera's  account  be  correct,  xkizX.  forty  cart-loads  of 
them  were  gathered  up  and  burnt  by  the  besieged  every  day  !  Hist.  Gen- 
eral, dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  9. 

2  "  Luego  sin  tardanza  se  juntaron  los  Mexicanos,  en  gran  copia,  puestos 
&  punto  de  Guerra,  que  no  parecia,  sino  que  habian  salido  debajo  de  tierra 
todos  juntos,  y  comenzaron  luego  a  dar  grita  y  pelear,  y  los  Espanoles  les 
comenzaron  a  responder  de  dentro  con  toda  la  artilleria  que  de  nuebo  habian 
traldo,  y  con  toda  la  gente  que  de  nuevo  habia  venido,  y  los  Espanoles 
hicieron  gran  destrozo  en  los  Indios,  con  la  artilleria,  arcabuzes,  y  ballestas 
y  todo  el  otro  artificio  de  pelear."  (Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Espana,  MS., 
lib.  12,  cap.  22.)  The  good  father  waxes  eloquent  in  his  description  of  the 
battle  scene. 

8  The  enemy  presented  so  easy  a  mark,  says  Goraara,  that  the  gunners 
loaded  and  fired  with  hardly  the  trouble  of  pointing  their  pieces.  "Tan 
recio,  que  los  artilleros  sin  asestar  jugaban  con  los  tiros."  Cronica,  cap. 
106. 
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rallying,  the  bold  barbarians  uttered  a  piercing  cry,  and  rushed 
forward  over  the  prostrate  bodies  of  their  comrades.  A  second 
and  a  third  volley  checked  their  career,  and  threw  them  into 
disorder,  but  still  they  pressed  on,  letting  off  clouds  of  arrows  ; 
while  their  comrades  on  the  roofs  of  the  houses  took  more  de* 
liberate  aim  at  the  combatants  in  the  courtyard.  The  Mexi- 
cans were  particularly  expert  in  the  use  of  the  sling  ;*  and  the 
stones  which  they  hurled  from  their  elevated  positions  on  the 
heads  of  their  enemies  did  even  greater  execution  than  the  ar- 
rows. They  glanced,  indeed,  from  the  mail-covered  bodies  of 
the  cavaliers,  and  from  those  who  were  sheltered  under  the  cot- 
ton panoply,  or  escatipil.  But  some  of  the  soldiers,  especially  the 
veterans  of  Cortez,  and  many  of  their  Indian  allies,  had  but 
slight  defences,  and  suffered  greatly  under  this  stony  tempest. 

The  Aztecs,  meanwhile,  had  advanced  close  under  the  walls 
of  the  intrenchment ;  their  ranks  broken  and  disordered,  and 
their  limbs  mangled  by  the  uninterniitting  fire  of  the  Christians. 
But  they  still  pressed  on,  under  the  very  muzzle  of  the  guns. 
They  endeavored  to  scale  the  parapet,  which,  from  its  moder- 
ate height,  was  in  itself  a  work  of  no  great  difficulty.  But  the 
moment  they  showed  their  heads  above  the  rampart,  they  were 
shot  down  by  the  unerring  marksmen  within,  or  stretclied  on 
the  ground  by  a  blow  of  a  Tlascalan  inaquahuitl.  Nothing  daunt- 
ed, others  soon  appeared  to  take  the  place  of  the  fallen,  and 
strove,  by  raising  themselves  on  the  writhing  bodies  of  their 
dyiVig  comrades,  or  by  fixing  their  spears  in  the  crevices  of  the' 
wall,  to  surmount  the  barrier.  But  the  attempt  proved  equal- 
ly vain. 

Defeated  here,  they  tried  to  effect  a  breach  in  the  parapet  by 
battering  it  with  heavy  pieces  of  timber.  The  works  were  not 
constructed  on  those  scientific  principles  by  which  one  part  is 
made  to  overlook  and  protect  another.  The  besiegers,  there- 
fore, might  operate  at  their  pleasure,  with  but  little  molestation 
from  the  garrison  within,  whose  guns  could  not  be  brought  into 
a  position  to  bear  on  thorn,  and  who  could  mount  no  part  of  their 
own  works  for  their  defence,  without  exposing  their  persons  to 
the  missiles  of  the  whole  besieging  army.  The  parapet,  how- 
ever, proved  too  strong  for  the  efforts  of  the  assailants.  In  their 
despair,  I  hey  endeavored  to  set  the  Christian  quarters  on  fire, 
shooting  burning  arrows  into  them,  and  climbing  up  so  as  to 
dart  their  firebrands  through  the  embrasures.  The  princijial 
edifice  was  of  stone.  But  (he  temporary  defences  of  liie  Indian 
aUies,  and  other  parts  of  the  exterior  works,   were    of  wood. 

*  *'  IIond.Ts,  fjiic   cran   \x  m.i«»    furrtc  arma   dc    pclca  q«c   lot   Mcjicanoi 
triii.m."     Camargo,  Hist,  dc  'i'la.scal.i,  MS. 
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Several  of  these  touk  fire,  and  the  flame  spread  rapidly  among 
the  light,  combustible  materials.  This  was  a  disaster  for  which 
the  besieged  were  wholly  unprepared.  They  had  little  water, 
scarcely  enough  for  their  own  consumption.  They  endeavored 
to  extinguish  the  flames  by  heaping  on  earth.  But  in  vain. 
Fortunately  the  great  building  was  of  materials  which  defied  the 
destroying  element.  But  the  fire  raged  in  some  of  the  outworks, 
connected  with  the  parapet,  with  a  fury  which  could  only  be 
checked  by  throwing  down  a  part  of  the  wall  itself,  thus  laying 
open  a  formidable  breach.  This,  by  the  general's  order,  was 
speedily  protected  by  a  battery  of  heavy  guns,  and  a  file  of  ar- 
quebusiers,  who  kept  up  an  incessant  volley  through  the  opening 
on  the  assailants.^ 

The  fight  now  raged  with  fury  on  both  sides.  The  walls 
around  the  palace  belched  forth  an  unintermitting  sheet  of  flame 
and  smoke.  The  groans  of  the  wounded  and  dying  were  lost  in 
the  fiercer  battle-cries  of  the  combatants,  the  roar  of  the  artillery, 
the  sharper  rattle  of  the  musketry,  and  the  hissing  sound  of 
Indian  missiles.  It  was  the  conflict  of  the  European  with  the 
American  ;  of  civilized  man  with  the  barbarian ;  of  the  science 
of  the  one  with  the  rude  weapons  and  warfare  of  the  other. 
And  as  the  ancient  walls  of  Tenochtitlan  shook  under  the  thun- 
ders of  the  artillery, — it  announced  that  the  white  man,  the 
destroyer,  had  set  his  foot  within  her  precincts.^ 

Night  at  length  came,  and  drew  her  friendly  mantle  over  the 
contest.  The  Aztec  seldom  fought  by  night.  It  brought  little 
repose,  however,  to  the  Spaniards,  in  hourly  expectation  of  an 
assault ;  and  they  found  abundant  occupation  in  restoring  the 
breaches  in  their  defences,  and  in  repairing  their  battered  ar- 
mor. The  beleaguering  host  lay  on  their  arms  through  the  night, 
giving  token  of  their  presence,  now  and  then,  by  sending  a  stone 
or  shaft  over  the  battlements,  or  by  a  solitary  cry  of  defiance 
from  some  warrior  more  determined  than  the  rest,  till  all  other 
sounds  were  lost  in  the  vague,  indistinct  murmurs  which  float 
upon  the  air  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  vast  assembly. 

The   ferocity  shown  by  the  Mexicans  seems  to  have  been  a 

5  "  En  la  Fortaleza  daban  tan  redo  combate,  que  por  muchas  partes  nos 
pusieron  fuego,  y  por  la  una  se  quemo  mucha  parte  de  ella,  sin  la  poder  re- 
mediar,  hasta  que  la  atajamos,  cortando  las  paredes,  y  derrocando  un  pedazo 
que  mato  el  fuego.  E  si  no  fuera  por  la  mucha  Guarda,  que  alii  puse  de 
Escopeteros,  y  Ballesleros,  y  ctros  tiros  de  polvora,  nos  entraran  a  escala 
vista,  sin  los  poder  resistir."     Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  134. 

^  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  106. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind., 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  13. — Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Espaiia,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap, 
22.— -Gonzalo  de  las  Casas,  Defensa,  MS.,  Parte  i,  cap.  26. — Bernal  Diaz, 
Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  126. 
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thing  for  which  Cortds  was  wholly  unprepared.  His  past  ex- 
perience, his  uninterrupted  career  of  victory  with  a  much  feebler 
force  at  his  command,  had  led  him  to  underrate  the  military 
efficiency,  if  not  the  valor,  of  the  Indians.  The  apparent  fa- 
cility, with  which  the  Mexicans  had  acquiesced  in  the  outrages 
on  their  sovereign  and  themselves,  had  led  him  to  hold  their 
courage,  in  particular,  too  lightly.  He  could  not  believe  the 
present  assault  to  be  anything  more  than  a  temporary  ebulli- 
tion of  the  populace,  which  would  soon  waste  itself  by  its  own 
fury.  And  he  proposed,  on  the  following  day,  to  sally  out  and 
inflict  such  chastisement  on  his  foes  as  should  bring  them  to 
their  senses,  and  show  who  was  master  in  the  capital. 

With  early  dawn,  the  Spaniards  were  up  and  under  arms ; 
but  not  before  their  enemies  had  given  evidence  of  their  hos- 
tility by  the  random  missiles,  which,  from  time  to  time,  were 
sent  into  the  inclosure.  As  the  gray  light  of  morning  advanced, 
it  showed  the  besieging  army  far  from  being  diminished  in  num- 
bers, filling  up  the  great  square  and  neighboring  avenues  in 
more  dense  array  than  on  the  preceding  evening.  Instead  of  a 
confused,  disorderly  rabble,  it  had  the  appearance  of  something 
like  a  regular  force,  with  its  battalions  distributed  under  their 
respective  banners,  the  devices  of  which  showed  a  contribution 
from  the  principal  cities  and  districts  in  the  Valley.  High 
above  the  rest  was  conspicuous  the  ancient  standard  of  Mexico, 
with  its  well  known  cognizance,  an  eagle  pouncing  on  an  ocelot, 
emblazoned  on  a  rich  mantle  of  feather-work.  Here  and  there 
priests  might  be  seen  mingling  in  the  ranks  of  the  besiegers, 
and,  with  frantic  gestures,  animating  them  to  avenge  their  in- 
sulted deities. 

The  greater  part  of  the  enemy  had  little  clothing  save  the 
maxtlatl^  ok  sash  round  the  loins.  They  were  variously  armed, 
with  long  spears  tipi)ed  with  copper,  or  Hint,  or  sometimes 
merely  pointed  and  hardened  in  the  fire.  Some  were  provided 
with  slings,  and  others  with  darts  having  two  or  three  points, 
with  long  strings  attached  to  them,  by  which,  when  discharged, 
they  could  be  torn  away  again  from  the  body  of  the  wounded. 
This  was  a  formidable  weapon,  much  dreaded  by  the  Span- 
iards. Those  of  a  higher  order  wielded  the  terrible  tnnquahiditl^ 
with  its  sli.'irp  and  brittle  blades  of  obsidian.  Amidst  the 
motley  bands  of  warriors,  were  seen  many  whose  showy  dress 
and  air  of  authority  intimated  persons  of  hi.i;h  military  conse- 
quence. Their  breasts  were  protected  by  plates  of  metal,  over 
which  was  thrown  the  gay  surcoat  of  fcatlier-work.  Tiiey  wore 
casques  resembling,  in  their  form,  the  head  of  some  wild  and 
ferocious  animal,  crested  with  bristly  Iiriir,  or  overshadowed  bj 
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tall  and  graceful  plumes  of  many  a  brilliant  color.  Some  few 
were  decorated  with  the  red  fillet  bound  round  the  hair,  having 
tufts  of  cotton  attached  to  it,  which  denoted  by  their  number 
that  of  the  victories  they  had  won,  and  their  own  preeminent 
rank  among  the  warriors  of  the  nation.  The  motley  assembly 
plainly  showed  that  priest,  warrior,  and  citizen  had  all  united 
to  swell  the  tumult. 

Before  the  sun  had  shot  his  beams  into  the  Castilian  quarters, 
the  enemy  were  in  motion,  evidently  preparing  to  renew  the  as- 
sault of  the  preceding  day.  The  Spanish  commander  deter- 
mined to  anticipate  them  by  a  vigorous  sortie,  for  which  he  had 
had  already  made  the  necessary  dispositions.  A  general  dis- 
charge of  ordnance  and  musketry  sent  death  far  and  wide  into 
the  enemy's  ranks,  and,  before  they  ^>ad  time  to  recover  from 
their  confusion,  the  gates  were  throw?<*  open,  and  Cortds,  sally- 
ing out  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  supported  by  a  large  body  of 
infantry  and  several  thousand  Tlascalans,  rode  at  full  gallop 
against  them.  Taken  thus  by  surprise-,  it  was  scarcely  possible 
to  offer  much  resistance.  Thos^^  who  did  were  trampled  down 
under  the  horses'  feet,  cut  to  pieces  with  the  broadswords,  or 
pierced  with  the  lances  of  the  riders.  The  infantry  followed  up 
the  blow,  and  the  rout  for  the  moment  was  general. 

But  the  Aztecs  fled  only  to  take  refuse  behind  a  barricade, 
or  strong  work  of  timber  and  earth  which  had  been  thrown 
across  the  great  street  through  which  they  were  pursued.  Ral- 
lying on  the  other  side,  they  made  a  gallant  stand,  and  poured 
in  turn  a  volley  of  their  light  weapons  on  the  Spaniards,  who, 
saluted  with  a  storm  of  missiles  at  the  sam-^  time,  from  the  ter- 
races of  the  houses,  were  checked  in  their  career,  and  thrown 
into  some  disorder.? 

Cortes,  thus  impeded,  ordered  up  a  few  pie  "es  of  heavy  ord- 
nance, which  soon  swept  away  the  barricades,  and  cleared  fe 
passage  for  the  army.  But  it  had  lost  the  momentum  acquire(? 
in  its  rapid  advance.  The  enemy  had  time  to  rally  and  to  meef 
the  Spaniards  on  more  equal  terms.  They  were  attacked  iir 
flank  too,  as  they  advanced,  by  fresh  battalions,  who  swarmed 
in  from  the  adjoining  streets  and  lanes.  The  canals  were  aliv€ 
with  boats  filled  with  warriors,  who,  with  their  formidable  dartf 
searched  every  crevice  or  weak  place  in  the  armor  of  proof,  and 
made  havoc  on  the  unprotected  bodies  of  the  Tlascalans.  By 
repeated  and  vigorous  charges,  the  Spaniards  succeeded  in 
driving  the  Indians  before  them  ;  though  many,  with  a  despera- 
tion which  showed  they  loved  vengeance  better  than  life,  sought 

■^  Carta  del  Exercito,  MS. 
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to  embarrass  the  movements  of  their  horses  by  clinging  to  their 
legs,  or,  more  successfully,  strove  to  pull  the  riders  from  their 
saddles.  And  woe  to  the  unfortunate  cavalier  who  was  thus 
dismounted, — to  be  despatched  by  the  brutal  maquahuitl,  or  to 
be  dragged  on  board  a  canoe  to  the  bloody  altar  of  sacrifice  ! 

But  the  greatest  annoyance  which  the  Spaniards  endured  was 
from  the  missiles  from  the  azoteas^  consisting  often  of  large 
stones,  hurled  with  a  force  that  would  tumble  the  stoutest  rider 
from  his  saddle.  Galled  in  the  extreme  by  these  discharges, 
against  which  even  their  shields  afforded  no  adequate  protec- 
tion, Cortes  ordered  fire  to  be  set  to  the  buildings.  This  was 
no  very  difficult  matter,  since,  although  chiefly  of  stone,  they 
were  filled  with  mats,  cane-work,  and  other  combustible  materi- 
als, which  were  soon  in  a  blaze.  But  the  buildings  stood  sepa- 
rated from  one  another  by  canals  and  drawbridges,  so  that  the 
flames  did  not  easily  communicate  to  the  neighboring  edifices. 
Hence,  the  labor  of  the  Spaniards  was  incalculably  increased, 
and  their  progress  in  the  work  of  destruction — fortunately  for 
the  city — was  comparatively  slow.®  They  did  not  relax  their 
efforts,  however,  till  several  hundred  houses  had  been  consumed 
and  the  miseries  of  a  conflagration,  in  which  the  wretched  in- 
mates perished  equally  with  the  defenders,  were  added  to  the 
other  horrors  of  the  scene. 

The  day  was  now  far  spent.  The  Spaniards  had  been  every- 
where  victorious.  But  the  enemy,  though  driven  back  on  every 
point,  still  kept  the  field.  When  broken  by  the  furious  charges 
of  the  cavalry,  he  soon  rallied  behind  the  temporary  defences, 
which,  at  different  intervals,  had  been  thrown  across  the  streets 
and,  facing  about,  renewed  the  fight  with  undiminished  courage, 
till  the  sweeping  away  of  the  barriers  by  the  cannon  of  the  as- 
sailants left  a  free  passage  for  the  movements  of  their  horse. 
Thus  the  action  was  a  succession  of  rallying  and  retreating,  in 
which  both  parties  suffered  much,  although  the  loss  inflicted  on 
the  Indians  was  probably  tenfold  greater  than  that  of  the  Span- 
iards. But  the  Aztecs  could  better  afford  the  loss  of  a  hundred 
lives  than  their  antagonists  that  of  one.  And,  while  the  Span- 
iards showed  an  array  broken,  and  obviously  thinned  in  numbers 
the  Mexican  army,  swelled  by  the  tributary  levies  which  ilowcd 
in  upon  it  from  the  neighboring  streets,  exhibited,  with  all  its 

*  "  Estdn  tod-is  en  el  .agua,  y  de  casa  i.  casa  vna  puenlc  leuadiza,  passalla 
i,  natlo,  era  cos;i  jnuy  pcliprosa  ;  i>or<jUC  drsdc  las  ac^utcas  tirauan  tanta 
picdra,  y  cantos,  que  era  ct)sa  pcrdida  poncrnos  en  cllo.  Y  dcma*  dcsto, 
en  algunas  casas  (juc  les  poniamos  fucf^o,  tardaiia  vna  casa  <J  8C  queniar  vn 
dia  cntcro,  y  no  sc  podia  pcqar  fucpo  dc  vna  casa  d  otra  ;  lo  vno,  por  cstar 
apartadas  la  vna  dc  otra  cl  a-iia  en  medio  ;  y  lo  otro,  por  ser  dc  ayutcai.." 
Bcrnal  Diaz,  Hist,  dc  lu  Cunqui^ita,  cap.  126. 
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losses,  no  sign  of  diminution.  At  length,  sated  with  carnage, 
and  exhausted  by  toil  and  hunger,  the  Spanish  commander 
drew  off  his  men,  and  sounded  a  retreat.^ 

On  his  way  back  to  his  quarters,  he  beheld  his  friend,  the  sec 
retary  Duero,  in  a  street  adjoining,  unhorsed,  and  hotly  engaged 
with  a  body  of  Mexicans,  against  whom  he  was  desperately 
defending  himself  with  his  poniard.  Cortes,  roused  *at  the  sight, 
shouted  his  war-cry,  and,  dashing  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy, 
scattered  them  like  chaff  by  the  fury  of  his  onset ;  then,  recov- 
ering his  friend's  horse,  he  enabled  him  to  remount,  and  the  two 
cavaliers,  striking  their  spurs  into  their  steeds,  burst  through 
their  opponents  and  joined  the  main  body  of  the  army,-^*^  Such 
displays  of  generous  gallantry  were  not  uncommon  in  these  en- 
gagements, which  called  forth  more  feats  of  personal  adventure 
than  battles  with  antagonists  better  skilled  in  the  science  of  war. 
The  chivalrous  bearing  of  the  general  was  emulated  in  full  meas- 
ure by  Sandoval,  De  Leou,  Olid,  Alvarado,  Ordaz,  and  his  other 
brave  companions,  who  won  such  glory  under  the  eye  of  their 
leader,  as  prepared  the  way  for  the  independent  commands 
which  afterwards  placed  provinces  and  kingdom  at  their  dis- 
posal. 

The  undaunted  Aztecs  hung  on  the  rear  of  their  retreating 
foes,  annoying  them  at  every  step  by  fresh  flights  of  stones  and 
arrows  ;  and  when  the  Spaniards  had  reentered  their  fortress,  the 
Indian  host  encamped  around  it,  showing  the  same  dogged  reso 
lution  as  on  the  preceding  evening.  Though  true  to  their  ancient 
habits  of  inaction  during  the  night,  they  broke  the  stillness  of 
the  hour  by  insulting  cries  and  menaces,  which  reached  the  ears 
of  the  besieged.  "  The  gods  have  delivered  you  at  last,  into  our 
hands,"  they  said ;  "  Huitzilopotchli  has  long  cried  for  his  victims. 
The  stone  of  sacrifice  is  ready.  The  knives  are  sharpened.  The 
wild  beasts  in  the  palace  are  roaring  for  their  offal.  And  the 
cages,"  they  added,  taunting  the  Tlascalans  with  their  leanness, 
"are  waiting  for  the  false  sons  of  Anahuac,  who  are  to  be  fattened 
for  the  festival !"     These  dismal  menaces,  which  sounded  fear- 

^  "The  Mexicans  fought  with  such  ferocity,"  says  Diaz,  "that,  if  we  had 
had  the  assistance  on  that  day  of  ten  thousand  Hectors,  and  as  many  Or- 
landos,  we  should  have  made  no  impression  on  them  I  There  were  several  of 
our  troops,"  he  adds,  *'  who  had  served  in  the  Italian  wars,  but  neither  there 
nor  in  the  battles  with  the  Turk  had  they  ever  seen  any  thing  like  the  despera- 
tion shown  bv  these  Indians."     Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  126. 

See,  also,  for  the  last  pages,  Rel.   Seg.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  ly^. 
Ixtlilxochitl,  Relaciones,  MS.. — Probanza  a  pedimento  de  Juan  de  Lexalde^ 
MS.,— Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  13. — Gomara,  Cr6nica 
cap.  196. 

^^  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap  9 — Torquemada,  Monarcfik 
Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  69. 
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fully  in  the  ears  of  the  besieged,  who  understood  too  well  their 
import,  were  mingled  with  piteous  lamentations  for  their  sover- 
eign, whom  they  called  on  the  Spaniards  to  deliver  up  to  them. 

Cortes  suffered  much  from  a  severe  wound  which  he  had  re- 
ceived in  the  hand  in  the  late  action.  But  the  anguish  of  his 
mind  must  have  been  still  greater,  as  he  brooded  over  the  dark 
prospect  before  him.  He  had  mistaken  the  character  of  the  Mex- 
icans. Their  long  and  patient  endurance  had  been  a  violence  to 
their  natural  temper,  which,  as  their  whole  history  proves,  was 
arrogant  and  ferocious  beyond  that  of  most  of  the  races  of 
Anahuac.  The  restraint,  which,  in  deference  to  their  monarch, 
more  than  to  their  own  fears,  they  had  so  long  put  on  their 
natures,  being  once  removed,  their  passions  burst  forth  with 
accumulated  violence.  The  Spaniards  had  encountered  in  the 
Tlascalan  an  open  enemy,  who  had  no  grievance  to  complain  of, 
no  wrong  to  redress.  He  fought  under  the  vague  apprehension 
only  of  some  coming  evil  to  his  country.  But  the  Aztec,  hitherto 
the  proud  lord  of  the  land,  was  goaded  by  insult  and  injury,  till 
he  had  reached  that  pitch  of  self-devotion,  which  made  life  cheap, 
in  comparison  with  revenge.  Armed  thus  with  the  energy  of 
despair,  the  savage  is  almost  a  match  for  the  civilized  man ;  and 
a  whole  nation,  moved  to  its  depths  by  a  common  feeling,  which 
swallows  up  all  selfish  considerations  of  personal  interest  and 
safety,  becomes,  whatever  be  its  resources,  like  the  earth- 
quick  and  the  tornado,  the  most  formidable  among  the  agencies 
of  nature. 

Considerations  of  this  kind  may  have  passed  through  the  mind 
of  Cortds,  as  he  reflected  on  his  own  impotence  to  restrain 
the  fury  of  the  Mexicans,  and  resolved,  in  spite  of  his  late  supv- 
ercilious  treatment  of  Montezuma,  to  employ  his  authority  to 
allay  the  tumult, — an  authority  so  successfully  exerted  in  behalf 
of  Alvarado,  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  insurrection.  He  was 
the  more  confirmed  in  his  purpose,  on  the  following  morning, 
when  the  assailants,  redoubling  their  efTorts,  succeeded  in 
scaling  the  works  in  one  quarter,  and  effecting  an  entrance  into 
the  inclosurc.  It  is  true,  they  were  met  with  so  resolute  a  spirit, 
that  not  a  man,  of  those  who  entered,  was  left  alive.  But,  in 
the  impetuosity  of  the  assault,  it  seemed  for  a  few  moments,  as 
if  the  place  was  to  be  carried  by  storm. ^* 

Cortes  now  sent  to  the  Aztec  emperor  to  request  his  interpo- 
sition with  his  subjects  in  behalf  of  the  Spaniards.  But  Mon- 
tezuma was  not  in  the  humor  to  comply.  He  had  remained 
moodily  in  his  cjuartcrs  ever   since   the  general's   return.     Dis 

'*  Pcrnal  Diaz,  Hi'^t.  dr  Ii  CdnqiiiRfa,  cap.  126.— Ovicdo,  Hist.  d«  !■• 
Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  13. — Goniara,  Cr6nica,  cap.  107. 
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gusted  with  the  treatment  he  had  received,  he  had  still  further 
cause  for  mortification  in  finding  himself  the  ally  of  those  who 
were  the  open  enemies  of  his  nation.  From  his  apartment  he 
had  beheld  the  tragical  scenes  in  his  capital,  and  seen  another, 
the  presumptive  heir  to  his  throne,  taking  the  place  which  he 
should  have  occupied  at  the  head  of  his  warriors,  and  fighting 
the  battles  of  his  country.^  Distressed  by  his  position,  indig- 
nant at  those  who  had  placed  him  in  it,  he  coldly  answered, 
"  What  have  I  to  do  with  Malinche  ?  I  do  not  wish  to  hear  from 
him.  I  desire  only  to  die.  To  what  a  state  has  my  wdllingness 
to  serve  him  reduced  me  !  ^^  When  urged  still  further  to  comply 
by  Olid  and  father  Olmedo,  he  added,  "  It  is  of  no  use.  They 
W'ill  neither  believe  me,  nor  the  false  words  and  promises  of 
Malinche.  You  will  never  leave  these  walls  alive."  On  being 
assured,  however,  that  the  Spaniards  would  willingly  depart,  if 
a  way  were  open  to  them  by  their  enemies,  he  at  length — moved, 
probably,  more  by  the  desire  to  spare  the  blood  of  his  subjects, 
than  of  the  Christians — consented  to  expostulate  with  his  peo- 
ple.^^ 

In  order  to  give  the  greater  effect  to  his  presence,  he  put  on 
his  imperial  robes.  The  tilmatli,  his  mantle  of  white  and  blue, 
flowed  over  his  shoulders,  held  together  by  its  rich  clasp  of  the 
green  chalchivitl.  The  same  precious  gem,  with  emeralds  of 
uncommon  size,  set  in  gold,  profusely  ornamented  other  parts 
of  his  dress.  His  feet  were  shod  with  the  golden  sandals,  and 
his  brows  covered  by  the  copilli,  or  Mexican  diadem,  resembling 
in  form  the  pontifical  tiara.  Thus  attired  and  surrounded  by  a 
guard  of  Spaniards  and  several  Aztec  nobles,  and  preceded  by 
the  golden  wand,  the  symbol  of  sovereignty,  the  Indian  monarch 
ascended  the  central  turret  of  the  palace.  His  presence  was 
instantly  recognized  by  the  people,  and,  as  the  royal  retinue  ad- 
vanced along  the  battlements,  a  change,  as  is  by  magic,  came 
over  the  scene.  The  clang  of  instruments,  the  fierce  cries  of 
the  assailants,  were  hushed,  and  a  deathlike  stillness  pervaded 
the  whole  assembly,  so  fiercely  agitated,  but  a  few  moments  be- 
fore, by  the  wild  tumult  of  war  !     Many  prostrated   themselves 

^  Cortes  sent  Marina  to  ascertain  from  Montezuma  the  name  of  the 
gallant  chief,  who  could  be  easily  seen  from  the  walls  animating  and  direct- 
ing his  countrymen.  The  Emperor  informed  him  that  it  was  his  brother 
Cuitlahua,  the  presumptive  heir  to  his  crown,  and  the  same  chief  whom  the 
Spanish  commander  had  released  a  few  days  previous.  Herrera,  Hist, 
General,  dec.  2,  lib.  lo,  cap.  lo. 

^^  "  I  Que  quiere  de  mi  ya  Malinche,  que  yo  no  deseo  viuir  ni  oille  ?  pues 
en  tal  estado  por  su  causa  mi  ventura  me  ha  traido,"  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de 
la  Conquista,  cap.  126. 

^  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. —Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  88. 
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on  the  ground  ;  others  bent  the  knee  ;  and  all  turned  with  ea- 
ger expectation  towards  the  monarch,  whom  they  had  been 
taught  to  reverence  with  slavish  awe,  and  from  whose  counte- 
nance they  had  been  wont  to  turn  away  as  from  the  intolerable 
splendors  of  divinity  !  Montezuma  saw  his  advantage  ;  and, 
while  he  stood  thus  confronted  with  his  awe-struck  people,  he 
seemed  to  recover  all  his  former  authority  and  confidence,  as  he 
felt  himself  to  be  still  a  king.  With  a  calm  voice,  easily  heard 
over  the  silent  assembly,  he  is  said  by  the  Castilian  writers  to 
have  thus  addressed  them. 

"  Why  do  I  see  my  people  here  in  arms  against  the  palace  of 
my  fathers  ?  Is  it  that  you  think  your  sovereign  a  prisoner,  and 
wish  to  release  him  ?  If  so,  you  have  acted  rightly.  But  you 
are  mistaken.  I  am  no  prisoner.  The  strangers  are  my  guests. 
I  remain  with  them  only  from  choice,  and  can  leave  them  when 
I  list.  Have  you  come  to  drive  them  from  the  city  ?  That  is 
unnecessary.  They  will  depart  of  their  own  accord,  if  you  will 
open  a  way  for  them.  Return  to  your  homes,  then.  Lay  down 
your  arms.  Show  your  obedience  to  me  who  have  a  right  to  it. 
The  white  men  shall  go  back  to  their  own  land  ;  and  all  shall 
be  well  again  within  the  walls  of  Tenochtitlan." 

As  Moniezuma  announced  himself  the  friend  of  the  detested 
Strangers,  a  murmur  ran  through  the  multitude  ;  a  murmur  of  con- 
tempt for  the  pusillanimous  prince  who  could  show  himself  so  in- 
sensible to  the  insults  and  injuries  for  which  the  nation  was  in 
arms  1  The  swollen  tide  of  their  passions  swept  away  all  the  bar- 
riers of  ancient  reverence,  and,  taking  a  new  direction,  descended 
on  the  head  of  the  unfortunate  monarch,  so  far  degenerated  from 
his  warlike  ancestors.  "  Base  Aztec,"  they  exclaimed,  "  woman, 
coward,  the  white  men  have  made  you  a  woman, — fit  only  to  weave 
and  spin  !  "  These  bitter  taunts  were  soon  followed  by  still  more 
hostile  demonstrations.  A  chief,  it  is  said,  of  high  rank, 
bent  a  bow  or  brandished  a  javelin  with  an  air  of  defi- 
ance against  the  empcror,^^  when,  in  an  instant,  a  cloud 
of  stones  and  arrows  descended  on  the  spot  where  the 
royal  train  was  gathered.  The  Spaniards  appointed  to  pro- 
tect his  person  had  been  thrown  ofT  their  guard  by  the  re- 
spectful deportment  of  the  people  during  their  lord's  address. 
They  now  hastily  interposed  their  bucklers.  But  it  was  too  late. 
Montezuma  was  wounded  by  three  of  the  missiles,  one  of  which, 
a  stone,  fell  with  such  violence  on  his  head,  near  the  temple,  as 
brought  him  senseless  to  the  ground.     The    Mexicans,  shocked 

'*  Acost.i  reports  .1  tradition,  that  ( {;uitcm<>/iii,  Montezuma's  nejihew.  who 
himself  afirrwards  ,surcccdcd  to  the  throne.  wa.H  the  ni.in  tlut  khoi  the  hrst 
*rrow.     Lib.  7,  caj).  26. 
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at  their  own  sacrilegious  act,  experienced  a  sudden  revulsion  ot 

feeling,  and,  setting  up  a  dismal  cry,  dispersed  panic-struck,  in 
different  directions.  Not  one  of  the  multitudinous  array  remain- 
ed in  the  great  square  before  the  palace  ! 

The  unhappy  prince,  meanwhile  was  borne  by  his  attendants 
to  his  apartments  below.  On  recovering  from  the  insensibility 
caused  by  the  blow,  the  wretchedness  of  his  condition  broke 
upon  him.  He  had  tasted  the  last  bitterness  of  degradation* 
He  had  been  reviled,  rejected,  by  his  people.  The  meanest  of 
the  rabble  had  raised  their  hands  against  him.  He  had  noth- 
ing more  to  live  for.  It  was  in  vain  that  Cortes  and  his  officers 
endeavored  to  soothe  the  anguish  of  his  spirit  and  fill  him  with 
better  thoughts.  He  spoke  not  a  word  in  answer.  His  wound, 
though  dangerous,  might  still,  with  skilful  treatment,  not  prove 
mortal.  But  Montezuma  refused  all  the  remedies  prescribed 
for  it.  He  tore  off  the  bandages  as  often  as  they  were  applied, 
maintaining,  all  the  while,  the  most  determined  silence.  He 
sat  with  eyes  dejected,  brooding  over  his  fallen  fortunes,  over  the 
image  of  ancient  majesty,  and  present  humiliation.  He  had 
survived  his  honor.  But  a  spark  of  his  ancient  spirit  seemed  to 
kindle  in  his  bosom,  as  it  was  clear  he  did  not  mean  to  survive 
his  disgrace. — From  this  painful  scene  the  Spanish  general  and 
his  followers  were  soon  called  away  by  the  new  dangers  which 
menaced  the  garrison.^^ 

1^  I  have  reported  this  tragical  event,  and  the  circumstances  attending  it, 
as  they  are  given,  in  more  or  less  detail,  but  substantial^  in  the  same  way, 
by  the  most  accredited  writers  of  that  and  the  following  age, — several  of 
them  eye-witnesses.  (See  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  126.^ 
Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33.  cap.  47. — Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortes,  ap. 
Lorenzana,  p.  136. — Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS. — Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist. 
Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  88. — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  10.^ 
Torquemada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  70. — Acosta,  ubi  supra. — Martyr, 
De  Orbe  Novo,  dec.  5.  cap,  5.)  It  is  also  confirmed  by  Cortes  in  the  in- 
strument granting  to  Montezuma's  favorite  daughter  certain  estates  by  way 
of  dowry.  (See  Appendix^  Part  2,  No.  12.)  Don  Thoan  Cano,  indeed, 
who  married  this  princess,  assured  Oviedo  that  the  Mexicans  respected  the 
person  of  the  monarch  so  long  as  they  saw  him,  and  were  not  aware,  when 
they  discharged  their  missiles,  that  he  was  present,  being  hid  from  sight  by 
the  shields  of  the  Spaniards.  (See  Appendix^  Part  2,  No.  11.)  This  improb- 
able statement  is  repeated  by  the  chaplain  Gomara.  (Cronica,  cap.  107.) 
It  is  rejected  by  Oviedo,  however,  who  says,  that  Alvarado,  himself 
present  at  the  scene,  in  a  conversation  with  him  afterwards,  explicitly  con- 
firmed the  narrative  given  in  the  text.  (Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  2,Zi  ^^P*  47- ) 
The  Mexicans  gave  a  very  different  account  of  the  transaction.  According 
to  them,  Montezuma,  together  with  the  lords  of  Tezcuco  and  Tlatelolco, 
then  detained  as  prisoners  in  the  fortress  by  the  Spaniards,  were  all  strangled 
by  means  of  the  garrotte.,  and  their  dead  bodies  thrown  over  the  walls  to 
their  countrymen.  I  quote  the  original  of  father  Sahagun,  who  gathered  the 
story  from  the  Aztecs  themselves. 

f 
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**De  esta  manera  se  determinaron  los  Espanoles  a  morir  6  veneer  varon- 

ilmente  ;  y  asi  hablaron  a  todos  los  amigos  Indies,  y  todos  ellos  estuvieron 
firmes  en  esta  determinacion  :  y  lo  primero  que  hicieron  fue  que  dieron 
garrote  a  todos  los  Senores  que  tenian  presos,  y  los  echaron  muertos  fuera  del 
fuerte  :  y  antes  que  esto  hiciesen  les  dijeron  muchas  cosas,  y  les  hicieron 
saber  su  determinacion,  y  que  de  ellos  habia  de  comenzar  esta  obra,  y  luego 
todos  los  demas  habian  de  ser  muertos  a  sus  manos,  dijeronles,  no  es  po- 
sible  que  vuestros  Idolos  os  libren  de  nuestras  manos.  Y  desque  les  hubie- 
ron  dado  Garrote,  y  vieron  que  estaban  muertos,  mandaronlos  echar  por 
las  azoteas,  fuera  de  la  casa,  en  un  lugar  que  se  llama  Tortuga  de  Piedra, 
porque  alli  estaba  una  piedra  labrada  a  manera  de  Tortuga.  Y  desque 
supieron  y  vieron  los  de  a  fuera,  que  aquellos  Senores  tan  principales  habian 
sido  muertos  por  las  manos  de  los  Espanoles,  luego  tomaron  los  cuerpos,  y 
les  hicieron  sus  exequias,  al  modo  de  su  Idolatria,  y  quemaron  sus  cuerpos, 
y  tomaron  sus  cenizas,  y  las  pusieron  en  lugares  apropiadas  a  sus  dignidades 
y  valor."     Hist,  de  Nueva  Espana,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  23. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  comment  on  the  absurdity  of  this  monstrous  im- 
putation, which,  however,  has  found  favor  with  some  later  writers.  Inde- 
pendently of  all  other  considerations,  the  Spaniards  would  have  been  slow 
to  compass  the  Indian  monarch's  death,  since,  as  the  Tezcucan  Ixtlilxochitl 
truly  observes,  it  was  the  most  fatal  blow  which  could  befall  them,  by  dis- 
solving the  last  tic  which  held  them  to  the  Mexicans.  Hist.  Chich.,  MS., 
ubi  supra. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Storming  of  the  Great  Temple. — Spirit  of  the  Aztecs.— 
Distresses  of  the  Garrison. — Sharp  Combats  in  thb 
City. — Death  of  Montezuma. 

1520. 

Opposite  to  the  Spanish  quarters,  at  only  a  few  rods*  dis- 
tance, stood  the  great  teocallioi  HuitzilopotchH.  This  pyramidal 
mound,  with  the  sanctuaries  that  crowned  it,  rising  altogether 
to  the  height  of  near  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  afforded  an  ele- 
vated position  that  completely  commanded  the  palace  of  Axaya- 
catl,  occupied  by  the  Christians.  A  body  of  five  or  six  hundred 
Mexicans,  many  of  them  nobles  and  warriors  of  the  highest 
rank,  had  got  possession  of  the  teocalli,  whence  they  discharged 
such  a  tempest  of  arrows  on  the  garrison,  that  no  one  could 
leave  his  defences  for  a  moment  without  imminent  danger  ; 
while  the  Mexicans,  under  shelter  of  the  sanctuaries,  were  en- 
tirely covered  from  the  fire  of  the  besieged.  It  was  obviously 
necessary  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  if  the  Spaniards  would  remain 
longer  in  their  quarters. 

Cortes  assigned  this  service  to  his  chamberlain,  Escobar, 
giving  him  a  hundred  men  for  the  purpose,  with  orders  to 
storm  the  teocalli,  and  set  fire  to  the  sanctuaries.  But  that 
officer  was  thrice  repulsed  in  the  attempt,  and,  after  the  most 
desperate  efforts,  was  obliged  to  return  with  considerable  loss, 
and  without  accomplishing  his  object. 

Cortds,  who  saw  the  immediate  necessitv  of  carrying  the 
place,  determined  to  lead  the  storming  party  himself.  '  He  was 
then  suffering  much  from  the  wound  in  his  left  hand,  which  had 
disabled  it  for  the  present.  He  made  the  arm  serviceable,  how- 
ever, by  fastening  his  buckler  to  it,^  and,  thus  crippled,  sallied 
out  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  chosen  cavaliers,  and  several 
thousand  of  his  auxiliaries. 

*  **  Sail  fuera  de  la  Fortaleza,  aunque  manco  de  la  mano  izquierda  de 
una  herida  que  el  primer  dia  me  habian  dado  :  y  liada  la  rodela  en  el  brazo 
fuy  a  la  Torre  con  algunos  Espanoles,  que  me  siguieron."  Rel.  Seg.  de 
Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  138. 


STORMING  OF  THE  GREA  T  TEMPLE,  65 

In  the  court-yard  of  the  temple  he  found  a  numerous  body  of 
Indians  prepared  to  dispute  his  passage.  He  briskly  charged 
them,  but  the  flat,  smooth  stones  of  the  pavement  were  so  slip- 
pery, that  the  horses  lost  their  footing,  and  many  of  them  fell. 
Hastily  dismounting,  they  sent  back  the  animals  to  their  quar- 
ters, and,  renewing  the  assault,  the  Spaniards  succeeded  without 
much  difficulty  in  dispersing  the  Indian  warriors,  and  opening  a 
free  passage  for  themselves  to  the  teocalli.  This  building,  as 
the  reader  may  remember,  was  a  huge  pyramidal  structure, 
about  three  hundred  feet  square  at  the  base.  A  flight  of  stone 
steps  on  the  outside,  at  one  of  the  angles  of  the  mound,  led  to 
a  platform,  or  terraced  walk,  which  passed  round  the  building 
until  it  reached  a  similar  flight  of  stairs  directly  over  the  pre- 
ceding, that  conducted  to  another  landing  as  before.  As  there 
were  five  bodies  or  divisions  of  the  teocalli^  it  became  necessary 
to  pass  round  its  whole  extent  four  times,  or  nearly  a  mile,  in 
order  to  reach  the  summit,  which,  it  may  be  recollected,  was  an 
open  area,  crowned  only  by  the  two  sanctuaries  dedicated  to 
the  Aztec  deities.'^ 

Cortds,  having  cleared  a  way  for  the  assault,  sprang  up  the 
lower  stairway,  followed  by  Alvarado,  Sandoval,  Ordaz,  and  the 
other  gallant  cavaliers  of  his  little  band,  leaving  a  file  of  arque- 
busiers  and  a  strong  corps  of  Indian  allies  to  hold  the  enemy  in 
check  at  the  foot  of  the  monument.  On  the  first  landing,  as  well 
as  on  the  several  galleries  above,  and  on  the  summit,  the  Aztec 
warriors  were  drawn  up  to  dispute  his  passage.  From  their 
elevated  position  they  showered  down  volleys  of  lighter  mis- 
siles, together  with  heavy  stones,  beams,  and  burning  rafters, 
which,  thundering  along  the  stairway,  overturned  the  ascending 
Spaniards,  and  carried  desolation  through  their  ranks.  The 
more  fortunate,  eluding  or  springing  over  these  obstacles,  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  the  first  terrace  ;  where,  throwing  themselves 
on  their  enemies,  they  compelled  them,  after  a  short  resistance, 
to  fall  back.  The  assailants  pressed  on,  effectually  supported 
by  a  brisk  firo  of  the  musketeers  from  below,  which  so  much 
galled  the  Mexicans  in  their  exposed  situation,  that  they  were 
glad  to  take  shelter  on  the  broad  summit  of  the  Uocalli. 

Cortes  and  his  comrades  were  close  upon  their  rear,  and  the 
two  parties  soon  found  themselves  face  to  face  on  this  aerial 
battle-field,  engaged  in  mortal  combat  in  presence  of  the  whole 

*  See  Ante,  jip   \.\^-\.\2. 

T  have  ventiirrri  to  rrpcnt  the  description  of  the  temple  here,  .t-*  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  rraclrr,  who  may  perhaps  not  tnrn  to  the  prerrditip  |>apCR, 
•hould  have  ii  distinct  ima^c  of  it  in  his  own  mirul.  Ix-fore  beginning  the 
combat. 
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city,  as  well  as  of  the  troops  in  the  courtyard,  who  paused,  as 
if  by  mutual  consent,  from  their  own  hostilities,  gazing  in  silent 
expectation  on  the  issue  of  those  above.  The  area,  though 
somewhat  smaller  than  the  base  of  the  teocalli,  was  large  enough 
to  afford  a  fair  field  of  fight  for  a  thousand  combatants.  It  was 
paved  with  broad,  fiat  stones.  No  impediment  occurred  over 
its  surface,  except  the  huge  sacrificial  block,  and  the  temples  of 
st43ne  which  rose  to  the  height  of  forty  feet,  at  the  further  ex- 
tremity of  the  arena.  One  of  these  had  been  consecrated  to  the 
Cross.  The  other  was  still  occupied  by  the  Mexican  war-god. 
The  Christian  and  the  Aztec  contended  for  their  religions  under  the 
very  shadow  of  their  respective  shrines  ;  while  the  Indian  priests, 
running  to  and  fro,  with  their  hair  wildly  streaming  over  their 
sable  mantles,  seemed  hovering  in  mid  air,  like  so  many  demons 
of  darkness  urging  on  the  work  of  slaughter  ! 

The  parties  closed  with  the  desperate  fury  of  men  who  had 
no  hope  but  in  victory.  Quarter  was  neither  asked  nor  given  ; 
and  to  fly  was  impossible.  The  edge  of  the  area  was  unprotect- 
ed by  parapet  or  battlement.  The  least  slip  would  be  fatal; 
and  the  combatants,  as  they  struggled  in  mortal  agony,  were 
sometimes  seen  to  roll  over  the  sheer  sides  of  the  precipice  to- 
gether,^ Cortes  himself  is  said  to  have  had  a  narrow  escape 
from  this  dreadful  fate.  Two  warriors,  of  strong,  muscular 
frames,  seized  on  him,  and  were  dragging  him  violently  towards 
the  brink  of  the  pyramid.  Aware  of  their  intention,  he  strug- 
gled with  all  his  force,  and,  before  they  could  accomplish 
their  purpose,  succeeded  in  tearing  himself  from  their  grasp, 
and  hurling  one  of  them  over  the  walls  with  his  own  arm  ! 
The  story  is  not  improbable  in  itself,  for  Cortes  was  a  man  of 
uncommon  agility  and  strength.  It  has  been  often  repeated ; 
but  not  by  contemporary  history.* 

3  Many  of  the  Aztecs,  according  to  Sahagun,  seeing  the  fate  of  such  of 
their  comrades  as  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  on  the  narrow  ter- 
races below,  voluntarily  threw  themselves  headlong  from  the  lofty  sunimit  and 
were  dashed  in  pieces  on  the  pavement.  "  Y  los  de  arriba  viendo  a  los  de 
abajo  muertos,  y  a  los  de  arriba  que  los  iban  matando  los  que  habian  subido, 
comenzaron  a  arrojarse  del  cu  abajo,  desde  lo  alto,  los  cuales  todos  morian 
despefiados,  quebrados  brazos  y  piernas,  y  hechos  pedazos,  porque  el  cu  era 
muy  alto  ;  y  otros  los  mesmos  Espanoles  los  arrojaban  de  lo  alto  del  cu,  y 
asi  todos  cuantos  alia  habian  subido  de  los  Mexicanos,  murieron  mala 
muerte."     Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Espana,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  22. 

4  Among  others,  see  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  9,— Tor- 
quemada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  69,— and  Solis,  very  circumstantially, 
as  usual,  Conquista,  lib.  4,  cap.  16. 

The  first  of  these  authors  had  access  to  some  contemporary  sources,  the 
chronicle  of  the  old  soldier,  Ojeda,  for  example,  not  now  to  be  met  with.  It 
is  strange,  that  so  valiant  an  exploit  should  not  have  been  communicated  by 
Cortes  himself,  who  cannot  be  accused  of  difl&dence  in  such  matters. 
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The  battle  lasted  with  unintermitting  fury  for  three  hours. 
The  number  of  the  enemy  was  double  that  of  the  Christians  ; 
and  it  seemed  as  if  it  were  a  contest  which  must  be  determin- 
ed by  numbers  and  bruie  force,  rather  than  by  superior 
science.  But  it  was  not  so.  The  invulnerable  armor  of  the 
Spaniard,  his  sword  of  matchless  temper,  and  his  skill  in  the 
use  of  it,  gave  him  advantages  which  far  outweighed  the  odds 
of  physical  strength  and  numbers.  After  doing  all  that  the 
courage  of  despair  could  enable  men  to  do,  resistance  grew 
fainter  and  fainter  on  the  side  of  the  Aztecs.  One  after  another 
they  had  fallen.  Two  or  three  priests  only  survived  to  be 
led  away  in  triumph  by  the  victors.  Every  other  combatant  was 
stretched  a  corpse  on  the  bloody  arena,  or  had  been  hurled 
from  the  giddy  heights.  Yet  the  loss  of  the  Spaniards  was  not 
inconsiderable.  It  amounted  to  forty-five  of  their  best  men, 
and  nearly  all  the  remainder  were  more  or  less  injured  in  the 
desperate  conflict.^ 

The  victorious  cavaliers  now  rushed  towards  the  sanctuaries. 
The  lower  story  was  of  stone  ;  the  two  upper  were  of  wood. 
Penetrating  into  their  recesses,  they  had  the  mortification  to 
find  the  image  of  theVirgin  and  the  Cross  removed.*^  But  in  the 
other  edifice  they  still  beheld  the  grim  figure  of  Hultzilopotciili, 
with  his  censer  of  smoking-hearts,  and  the  walls  of  his  oratory 
reeking  with  gore, — not  improbably  of  their  own  countrymen  ! 
With  shouts  of  triumph  the  Christians  tore  the  uncouth  monster 
from  his  niche,  and  tumbled  him,  in  the  presence  of  the 
horror-struck  Aztecs,  down  the  steps  of  the  teocalli.  They  then 
set  fire  to  the  accursed  building.  The  flames  speedily  ran  up  the 
slendertowers,  sending  fr^rth  an  ominous  light  over  city,  lake,  and 
valley,  to  the  remotest  hut  among  the  mountains.  It  was  tiie 
funeral    pyre    of   Paganism    and    proclaimed   the   fall   of    that 

*  Captain  Diaz,  a  little  loth  sometimes,  is  emphatic  in  his  encomiums  on 
the  valor  shown  by  his  commander  on  this  occasion.  "  Aqui  sc  mostro 
CortcH  mui  varo,  como  siepre  lo  fuc.  O  que  pclcar,  y  fuerte  batalla  q  acjui 
tuiii'mos  I  era  cosa  dc  notar  vernos  fi  todos  corricndo  sangre,  y  llcnos  dc  hcii- 
das.  c  mas  de  (juarcnta  soldados  muertos."  (Hist,  dc  la  Conciuista.  rap. 
126.)  The  pens  of  the  old  chroniclers  keep  pace  with  their  swords  in  the 
display  of  this  brilliant  exploit;—"  colla  pcnna  e  colla  spada,"  equally  fortu- 
nate. See  Kel.  Seg.  rle  Cortes,  ap.  Lorcnzana.  p,  nS.— Goniara,  CS6nica, 
cap.  106.  — Saha^iin,  IIist.de  Nueva  Kspafia.  MS.,  l^b.  12,  cap.  22. — Iler- 
rera,  Hist.  Ocncral,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  caj).  y.— Ovicdo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS., 
'il'*  l^y  cap.  13. —  Torfpicmada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  69. 

•*  Archbishop  Lf)renz;ma  is  of  opinion  that  this  ini.age  of  the  Virgin  is  the 
samr  now  seen  in  the  church  of  Nurstra  Sfhora  dr  hs  Rfntfdios !  (Kel.  Seg. 
de  C<>rt<fs,  ap.  Lorcnzana,  p.  138.  nota.)  In  what  way  the  Virgin  survived 
the  sack  of  the  city,  and  wa'i  l>ro»ighl  to  light  again,  he  cV)es  not  inform  us. 
lUit  the  more  difficult  to  explain,  the  more  undoubted  the  miracle. 
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sanguinary  religion  which  had  so  long  hung  like  a  dark  cloud 
over  the  fair  regions    of  Anahuacl^ 

Having  accomplished  this  good  work,  the  Spaniards  descended 
the  winding  slopes  of  the  teocalli  with  more  free  and  buoyant 
step,  as  if  conscious  that  the  blessing  of  Heaven  now  rested  on 
their  arms.  They  passed  through  the  dusky  files  of  Indian 
warriors  in  the  courtyard,  too  much  dismayed  by  the  appalling* 
scenes  they  had  witnessed  to  offer  resistance;  and  reached  their 
own  quarters  in  safety.  That  very  night  they  followed  up  the 
blow  by  a  sortie  on  the  sleeping  town,  and  burned  three  hun- 
dred houses,  the  horrors  of  conflagration  being  made  still 
more  impressive  by  occurring  at  the  hour  when  the  Aztecs, 
from  their  own  system  of  warfare,  were  least  prepared  for 
them.8 

Hoping  to  find  the  temper  of  the  natives  somewhat  subdued 
by  these  reverses,  Cortes  now  determined,  with  his  usual  policy, 
to  make  them  a  vantage-ground  for  proposing  terms  of  accom- 
modation. He  accordingly  invited  the  enemy  to  a  parley,  and, 
as  the  principal  chiefs,  attended  by  their  followers,  assembled  in 
the  great  square,  he  mounted  the  turret  before  occupied  by 
Montezuma,  and  made  signs  that  he  would  address  them.  Ma- 
rina, as  usual,  took  her  place  by  his  side,  as  his  interpreter.  The 
multitude  gazed  with  earnest  curiosity  on  the  Indian  girl,  whose 
influence  with  the  Spaniards  was  well  known,  and  whose  connec- 
tion with  the  general,  in  particular,  had  led  the  Aztecs  to  desig- 
nate him  by  her  Mexican  name  of  Malinche.®  Cortes,  speaking 
through  the  soft,  musical  tones  of  his  mistress,  told  his  audience 

^  No  achievement  in  the  war  struck  more  awe  into  the  Mexicans,  than  this 
storming  of  the  great  temple,  in  which  the  white  men  seemed  to  bid  defiance 
equally  to  the  powers  of  God  and  man,  Hieroglyphical  paintings  minutely 
commemorating  it  were  to  be  frequently  found  among  the  natives  after  the 
Conquest.  The  sensitive  Captain  Diaz  intimates  that  those  which  he  saw 
made  full  as  much  account  of  the  wounds  and  losses  of  the  Christians  as  the 
facts  would  warrant.  (Ibid.,  ubi  supra.)  It  was  the  only  way  in  which  the 
conquered  could  take  their  revenge. 

^  "  Sequent!  nocte,  nostri  erumpentes  in  vna  viarum  arci  vicina,  domos 
combussere  tercentum  :  in  altera  plerasque  e  quibus  arci  molestia  fiebat.  Ita 
nunc  trucidando,  nunc  diruendo,  et  interdum  vulnera  recipiendo,  in  pontibus 
et  in  viis,  diebus  noctibusque  multis  laboratum  est  utrinque."  (Martyr,  De 
Orbe  Novo,  dec.  5,  cap.  6.)  In  the  number  of  actions  and  their  general 
result,  namely,  the  victories,  barren  victories,  of  the  Christians,  all  writers, 
are  agreed.  But  as  to  time,  place,  circumstance,  or  order,  no  two  hold 
together.  How  shall  the  historian  of  the  present  day  make  a  harmonious 
tissue  out  of  these  motley  and  many-colored  threads  } 

^  It  is  the  name  by  which  she  is  still  celebrated  in  the  popular  minstrelsy 
of  Mexico.  Was  the  famous  Tlascalan  mountain,  sieira  de  Malinc/ie,—' 
anciently  **  Mattalcueye," — named  in  compliment  to  the  Indian  damsel  }  At 
all  events,  it  was  an  honor  well  merited  from  her  adopted  countrymen. 
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they  must  now  be  convinced,  that  they  had  nothing  further  to 
hope  from  opposition  to  the  Spaniards.  They  had  seen  their  gods 
trampled  in  the  dust,  their  altars  broken,  their  dwellings  burned, 
their  warriors  falling  on  all  sides.  "  All  this,"  continued  he, 
"  you  have  brought  on  yourselves  by  your  rebellion.  Yet  for  the 
affection  the  sovereign,  whom  you  have  so  unworthily  treated, 
still  bears  you,  I  would  willingly  stay  my  hand,  if  you  will  lay 
down  your  arms,  and  return  once  more  to  your  obedience. 
But,  if  you  do  not,"  he  concluded,  "  I  will  make  your  city  a  heap 
of  ruins,  and  leave  not  a  soul  alive  to  mourn  over  it !  " 

But  the  Spanish  commander  did  not  yet  comprehend  the 
character  of  the  Aztecs,  if  he  thought  to  intimidate  them  by 
menaces.  Calm  in  their  exterior  and  slow  to  move,  they  were 
the  more  difficult  to  pacify  when  roused  ;  and  now  that  they  had 
been  stirred  to  their  inmost  depths,  it  was  no  human  voice  that 
could  still  the  tempest.  It  may  be,  however,  that  Corids  did  not 
so  much  misconceive  the  character  of  the  people.  He  may  have 
felt  that  an  authoritative  tone  was  the  only  one  he  could  assume 
with  any  chance  of  effect,  in  his  present  position,  in  which 
milder  and  more  conciliatory  language  would,  by  intimating  a 
consciousness  of  inferiority,  have  too  certainly  defeated  its  own 
object. 

It  was  true,  they  answered,  he  had  destroyed  their  temples, 
broken  in  pieces  their  gods,  massacred  their  countrymen. 
Many  more,  doubtless,  were  yet  to  fall  under  their  terril)le 
swords.  But  they  were  content  so  long  as  for  every  thousand 
Mexicans  they  could  shed  the  blood  of  a  single  white  man!^** 
"Look  out,"  they  continued,  "on  our  terraces  and  streets, 
see  them  still  thronged  with  warriors  as  far  as  your  eyes  can 
reach.  Our  numbers  are  scarcely  diminished  by  our  losses. 
Yours,  on  the  contrary,  are  lessening  every  hour.  You  are 
perishing  from  hunger  and  sickness.  Your  provisions  and  water 
are  failing.  You  must  soon  fall  into  our  hands.  The  bridges 
are  broken  down^  and  you  cannot  escape!  '•  There  will  be  loo 
few  of  you  left  to  glut  the  vengeance  {;f  our  Gods  !  "  As  they 
concluded,  they  sent  a  volley  of  arrows  o\er  the  battlements, 
which  compelled  the  Spaniards  to  descend  and  take  refuge  in 
their  defences. 

The    fiercr    nwl    indomitable  spirit    of  the    Aztecs    filled    the 

'"  According  t<>  (  <>rtes,  they  boasted,  in  somewh.it  loftier  strain,  they 
could  Hparc  twenty-five  thousand  for  one,  "  i.  nu)rir  v<»intc  y  ciuo  mil  dc  cl- 
\oH,  y  uno  dc  los  ntiestron.'     KrI.  S^p.  dc  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenxana,  p.  tjo. 

"  "Que  tod;i*i  las  cal/.adas  dc  Ua  ciiUaiia.s  iic  ia  cuuUd  cian  dcshech.ut, 
como  de  hccho  passaba."  Ibid.,  loc.  cit. — Oviedo,  lli:»t.  de  las  Iiul.,  MS., 
Uk  33,  cap.  13. 
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besieged  with  dismay.  All,  then,  that  they  had  done  and 
suffered,  their  battles  by  day,  their  vigils  by  night,  the  perils 
they  had  braved,  even  the  victories  they  had  won,  were  of  no 
avail.  It  was  too  evident  that  they  had  no  longer  the  spring  of 
ancient  superstition  to  work  upon,  in  the  breasts  of  the  natives, 
who,  like  some  wild  beast  that  has  burst  the  bonds  of  his  keeper, 
seemed  now  to  swell  and  exult  in  the  full  consciousness  of  their 
strength.  The  annunciation  respecting  the  bridges  fell  like  a 
knell  on  the  ears  of  the  Christians.  All  that  they  had  heard 
was  too  true, — and  they  gazed  on  one  another  with  looks  of 
anxiety  and  dismay. 

The  same  consequences  followed,  which  sometimes  take  place 
among  the  crew  of  a  shipwrecked  vessel.  Subordination  was 
lost  in  the  dreadful  sense  of  danger.  A  spirit  of  mutiny  broke 
out,  especially  among  the  recent  levies  drawn  from  the  army  of 
Narvaez.  They  had  come  into  the  country  from  no  motive  of 
ambition,  but  attracted  simply  by  the  glowing  reports  of  its 
opulence,  and  they  had  fondly  hoped  to  return  in  a  few  months 
with  their  pockets  well  lined  with  the  gold  of  the  Aztec  monarch. 
But  how  different  had  been  their  lot !  From  the  first  hour  of 
their  landing,  they  had  experienced  only  trouble  and  disaster, 
privations  of  every  description,  sufferings  unexampled,  and 
they  now  beheld  in  perspective  a  fate  yet  more  appalling.  Bit- 
terly did  they  lament  the  hour  when  they  left  the  sunny  fields 
of  Cuba  for  these  cannibal  regions  !  And  heartily  did  they 
curse  their  own  folly  in  listening  to  the  call  of  Velasquez,  and 
still  more,  in  embarking  under  Lhe  banner  of  Cortes  !  ^^ 

They  now  demanded  with  noisy  vehemence  to  be  led  instantly 
from  the  city,  and  refused  to  serve  longer  in  defence  of  a  place 
where  they  were  cooped  up  like  sheep  in  the  shambles,  waiting 
only  to  be  dragged  to  slaughter.  In  all  this  they  were  rebuked 
by  the  more  orderly,  soldierlike  conduct  of  the  veterans  of 
Cortes.  These  latter  had  shared  with  their  general  the  day  of 
his  prosperity,  and  they  were  not  disposed  to  desert  him  in  the 
tempest.  It  was,  indeed,  obvious,  on  a  little  reflection,  that  the 
only  chance  of  safety,  in  the  existing  crisis,  rested  on  subordina- 
tion and  union ;  and  that  even  this  chance  must  be  greatly 
diminished  under  any  other  leader  than  their  present  one. 

Thus  pressed  by  enemies  without  and  by  factions  within, 
that  leader  was  found,  as  usual,  true  to  himself.     Circumstances 


"  Pues  tambien  quiero  dezir  las  maldiciones  que  los  de  Narvaez  echauan 
)rtes,  y  las  palabras  que  dezian,  que  renegauan  del,  y  de  la  tierra,  y  aun 

^iArrr>  V/:>lncri  nf»-7    r\^■\f^•^nri    l/»c  A-mKiri     rint^l^iAn  ronfirne  fsitaiian  pn   ciicravia* 


12 

de  Diego  Velasquez,  queaca  lesenibio,  que  bi«n  pacificos  estauanen  suscasas 
en  la  Isla  de  Cuba,  y  estavan  embelesados,  y  sin  sentido."  Bernal  Diaz, 
Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  ubi  supra. 
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SO  appalling,  as  would  have  paralyzed  a  common  mind,  only 
stimulated  his  to  higher  action,  and  drew  forth  all  its  resources. 
He  combined  what  is  most  rare,  singular  coolness  and  constancy 
of  purpose,  with  a  spirit  of  enterprise  that  might  well  be  called 
romantic.  His  presence  of  mind  did  not  now  desert  him.  He 
calmly  surveyed  his  condition,  and  weighed  the  difficulties  which 
surrounded  him,  before  coming  to  a  decision.  Independently 
of  the  hazard  of  a  retreat  in  the  face  of  a  watchful  and  desperate 
foe,  it  was  a  deep  mortification  to  surrender  k.\\)  the  city,  where 
he  had  so  long  lorded  it  as  a  master;  to  abandon  the  rich 
treasures  which  he  had  secured  to  himself  and  his  followers ; 
to  forego  the  very  means  by  which  he  had  hoped  to  propitiate 
the  favor  of  his  sovereign,  and  secure  an  amnesty  for  his  irregular 
proceedings.  This,  he  well  knew,  must,  after  all,  be  dependent 
on  success.  To  fly  now  was  to  acknowledge  himself  further 
removed  from  the  conquest  than  ever.  What  a  close  was  this 
to  a  career  so  auspiciously  begun  1  What  a  contrast  to  his 
magnificent  vaunts!  What  a  triumph  would  it  afford  to  his 
enemies  !     The  governor  of  Cuba  would  be  amply  revenged. 

But,  if  such  humiliating  reflections  crowded  on  his  mind,  the 
alternative  of  remaining,  in  his  present  crippled  condition, 
seemed  yet  more  desperate.^^  With  his  men  daily  diminishing 
in  strength  and  numbers,  their  provisions  reduced  so  low  that 
a  small  daily  ration  of  bread  was  all  the  sustenance  afforded 
to  the  soldier  under  his  extraordinary  fatigues,"  with  the 
breaches  every  day  widening  in  his  feeble  fortifications,  with  his 
ammunition,  in  fine,  nearly  expended,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
maintain  the  place  much  longer — and  none  but  men  of  iron 
constitutions  and  tempers,  like  the  Spaniards,  could  have  held 
it  out  so  long — against  the  enemy.  The  chief  embarrassment 
was  as  to  the  time  and  manner  in  which  it  would  be  expedient 
to  evacuate  the  city.  The  best  route  seemed  to  be  that  of 
Tlacopan  (Tacuba).  For  the  causeway,  the  most  dangerous 
part  of  the  road,  was  but  two  miles  long  in  that  direction  and 
would,  therefore,  place  the  fugitives,  much  sooner  than  either 
of  the  other  great  avenues,  on  terra  firma.  I^efore  his  final 
departure,  however,  he  proposed  to  make  another  sally  in  that 
direction,  in  order  to  reconnoitre   the  ground,  and,  at  the  same 

'■  Notwithst.incling  this,  in  the  petition  or  letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  addressed 
by  the  armv  to  the  Kmpcror  Charles  V.,  after  the  Conquest,  the  importiuiity 
of  the  soldiers  is  expressly  stated  as  the  principal  motive  that  finally  induced 
their  general  to  abandon  the  city.     Carta  del  Kx<^rcito,  MS. 

**  La  hambre  era  tanta,  que  d  los  Indios  no  se  dal>.i  mas  do  t'«.j  Tciillii 
dtracioft,  i  a  los  CaUellattoi  finqutnta  ^anoi  de  ^/ji«."  Ilcrrcra,  llisU 
General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  0. 
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time,  divert  the  enemy's  attention  from  his  real  purpose  by  a 
show  of  active  operations. 

For  some  days  his  workmen  had  been  employed  in  construct- 
ing a  military  machine  of  his  own  invention.  It  was  called  a 
manta,  and  was  contrived  somewhat  on  the  principle  of  the  man- 
telets used  in  the  wars  of  the  Middle  Ages.  It  was,  however, 
more  complicated,  consisting  of  a  tower  made  of  light  beams  and 
planks,  having  two  chambers,  one  over  the  other.  These  were 
to  be  filled  with  musketeers,  and  the  sides  were  provided  with 
loop-holes,  through  which  a  fire  could  be  kept  up  on  the  enemy. 
The  great  advantage  proposed  by  this  contrivance  was,  to  afford 
a  defence  to  the  troops  against  the  missiles  hurled  from  the  ter- 
races. These  machines,  three  of  which  were  made,  rested  on 
rollers,  and  were  provided  with  strong  ropes,  by  which  they  were 
to  be  dragged  along  the  streets  by  the  Tlascalan  auxiliaries.-^^ 

The  Mexicans  gazed  with  astonishment  on  this  warlike  ma- 
'  iiinery,  and,  as  the  rolling  fortresses  advanced,  belching  forth 
..Ire  and  smoke  from  their  entrails,  the  enemy,  incapable  of  mak- 
ing an  impression  on  those  within,  fell  back  in  dismay.  By 
bringing  the  mantas  under  the  walls  of  the  houses,  the  Spaniards 
were  enabled  to  fire  with  effect  on  the  mischievous  tenants  of  the 
azoteas^  and  when  this  did  not  silence  them,  by  letting  a  ladder, 
or  light  drawbridge,  fall  on  the  roof  from  the  top  of  the  ma?ita, 
they  opened  a  passage  to  the  terrace,  and  closed  with  the  com- 
batants hand  to  hand.  They  could  not,  however,  thus  approach 
the  higher  buildings,  from  which  the  Indian  warriors  threw  down 
such  heavy  masses  of  stone  and  timber  as  dislodged  the  planks 
that  covered  the  machines,  or,  thundering  against  their  sides, 
shook  the  frail  edifices  to  their  foundations,  threatening  all 
within  with  indiscriminate  ruin.  Indeed,  the  success  of  the  ex- 
periment was  doubtful,  when  the  intervention  ot  a  cnnal  put  a  stop 
to  their  further  progress. 

The  Spaniards  now  found  the  assertion  o^  tneir  enemies  too 

1^  Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortez,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  135. — Sromara,  Cronica,  cap. 
106. 

Dr.  Bird,  in  his  picturesque  romance  of  "  Calavar/'  has  made  good  use  of 
these  mantas,  better,  indeed,  than  can  be  permitted  to  the  historian.  He 
claims  the  privilege  of  the  romancer  ;  though  it  must  be  owned  he  does  not 
abuse  this  privilege,  for  he  has  studied  with  great  care  the  costume,  manners, 
and  military  usages  of  the  natives.  He  has  done  foi*  them  what  Cooper  has 
done  for  the  wild  tribes  of  the  North, — touched  their  rude  features  witli  the 
bright  coloring  of  a  poetic  fancy.  He  has  been  equally  fortunate  in  his  de- 
lineation of  the  picturesque  scenery  of  the  land.  If  he  has  been  less  so  in 
attempting  to  revive  the  antique  dialogue  of  the  Spanish  cavalier,  we  must 
not  be  surprised.  Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  the  skilful  execution  of  a 
modern  antique.  It  requires  all  the  genius  and  learning  of  Scott  to  execute 
it  so  that  the  connoisseur  shall  not  detect  the  counterfeit. 
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well  confirmed.  The  bridge  which  traversed  the  opening  had 
been  demolished  ;  and,  although  the  canals  which  intersected  the 
city  were,  in  general,  of  no  great  width  or  depth,  the  removal  of 
the  bridges  not  only  impeded  the  movements  of  the  general's 
clumsy  machines,  but  effectually  disconcerted  those  of  his 
cavalry.  Resolving  to  abandon  the  mantas,  he  gave  orders  to  fill 
up  the  chasm  with  stone,  timber,  and  other  rubbish  drawn  from 
the  ruined  buildings,  and  to  make  a  new  passage-way  for  the 
army.  While  this  labor  was  going  on,  the  Aztec  slingers  and 
archers  on  the  other  side  of  the  opening  kept  up  a  galling  dis- 
charge on  the  Christians,  the  more  defenceless  from  the  nature 
of  their  occupation.  When  the  work  was  completed,  and  a  safe 
passage  secured,  the  Spanish  cavaliers  rode  briskly  against  the 
enemy,  who,  unable  to  resist  the  shock  of  the  steel-clad  column, 
fell  back  with  precipitation  to  where  another  canal  afforded  a 
similar  strong  position  for  defence.i^ 

There  were  no  less  than  seven  of  these  canals,  intersecting  the 
great  street  of  Tlacopan,^^  and  at  every  one  the  same  scene  was 
renewed,  the  Mexicans  making  a  gallant  stand,  and  inflicting 
some  loss,  at  each,  on  their  persevering  antagonists.  These 
operations  consumed  two  days,  when,  after  incredible  toil,  the 
Spanish  general  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  the  line  of  communi- 
cation completely  reestablished  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
avenue,  and  the  principal  bridges  placed  under  strong  detach- 
ments of  infantry.  At  this  juncture,  when  he  had  driven  the  foe 
before  him  to  the  furthest  extremity  of  the  street,  where  it 
touches  on  the  causeway,  he  was  informed,  that  the  Mexicans, 
disheartened  by  their  reverses,  desired  to  open  a  parley  with  him 
respecting  the  terms  of  an  accommodation,  and  that  their  chiefs 
awaited  his  return  for  that  purpose  at  the  fortress.  Overjoyed 
at  the  intelligence,  he  instantly  rode  back,  attended  by  Alvarado, 
Sandoval,  and  about  sixty  of  the  cavaliers,  to  his  quarters. 

The  Mexicans  proposed  that  he  should  release  the  two  priests 
captured  in  the  temple,  who  might  be  the  bearers  of  his  terms, 
and  serve  as  agents  for  conducting  the  negotiation.  They  were 
accordingly  sent  with  the  requisite  instructions  to  their  country- 
men. Hut  they  did  not  return.  The  whole  was  an  artifice  of 
the  enemy,  anxious  to   procure  the  liberation  of  their  religious 

"  Carta  del  Exercito,  MS. — Rel.  Scg.  dc  Cort<?s,  ap.  Lorenzan.i.  p.  140. — 
Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  109. 

*'  Clavigcro  is  mistaken  in  calling  this  the  street  of  Iztapalapan.  (Stor. 
del  Mcfisico,  torn.  11 1.,  p.  129.)  It  was  not  the  street  bv  which  the  Spaniard! 
entered,  but  bv  which  they  finally  left  the  citv,  antl  is  corrrc  flv  indicated  by 
Loren/ana,  as  that  of  TIacopan, — or  rather,  Tacuba,  intu  which  the  Spaniards 
corrupted  the  name.     Sec  j).  140,  notc^ 
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leaders,  one  of  whom  was  their  teoteuctli,  or  high-priest,  whose 
presence  was  indispensable  in  the  probable  event  of  a  new  cor- 
onation. 

Cortes,  meanwhile,  relying  on  the  prospects  of  a  speedy  aT= 
rangement,  was  hastily  taking  some  refreshment  with  his  officers 
after  the  fatigues  of  the  day ;  when  he  received  the  alarming 
tidings,  that  the  enemy  were  in  arms  again,  with  more  fury  than 
ever ;  that  they  had  overpowered  the  detachments  posted  under 
Alvarado  at  three  of  the  bridges,  and  were  busily  occupied  in 
demolishing  them.  Stung  with  shame  at  the  facility  with  which 
he  had  been  duped  by  his  wily  foe,  or  rather  by  his  own  sanguine 
hopes,  Cortes  threw  himself  into  the  saddle,  and,  followed  by 
his  brave  companions,  galloped  back  at  full  speed  to  the  scene 
of  action.  The  Mexicans  recoiled  before  the  impetuous  charge 
of  the  Spaniards.  The  bridges  were  again  restored  ;  and  Cortes 
and  his  chivalry  rode  down  the  whole  extent  of  the  great  street, 
driving  the  enemy,  like  frightened  deer,  at  the  points  of  their 
lances.  But,  before  he  could  return  on  his  steps,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  find  that  the  indefatigable  foe,  gathering  from 
the  adjoining  lanes  and  streets,  had  again  closed  on  his  infantry, 
who,  worn  down  by  fatigue,  were  unable  to  maintain  their  posi- 
tion at  one  of  the  principal  bridges.  New  swarms  of  warriors 
now  poured  in  on  all  sides,  overwhelming  the  little  band  of 
Christian  cavaliers  with  a  storm  of  stones,  darts,  and  arrows, 
which  rattled  like  hail  on  their  armor  and  on  that  of  their  well- 
barbed  horses.  Most  of  the  missiles,  indeed,  glanced  harmless 
from  the  good  panoplies  of  steel,  or  thick  quilted  cotton,  but, 
now  and  then,  one  better  aimed  penetrated  the  joints  of  the 
harness,  and  stretched  the  rider  on  the  ground. 

The  confusion  became  greater  around  the  broken  bridge. 
Some  of  the  horsemen  were  thrown  into  the  canal,  and  their 
steeds  floundered  wildly  about  without  a  rider.  Cortes  himself, 
at  this  crisis,  did  more  than  anv  other  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his 
followers.  While  the  bridge  was  repairing,  he  plunged  boldly 
into  the  midst  of  the  barbarians,  striking  down  an  enemy  at 
every  vault  of  his  charger,  cheering  on  his  own  men,  and  spread- 
ing terror  through  the  ranks  of  his  opponents  by  the  well-known 
sound  of  his  battle-cry.  Never  did  he  display  greater  hardi- 
hood, or  more  freely  expose  his  person,  emulating,  says  an  old 
chronicler,  the  feats  of  the   Roman   Cocles.^^     In   this  way  he 

18  It  is  Oviedo  who  finds  a  parallel  for  his  hero  in  the  Roman  warrior  ;  the 
same,  to  quote  the  spirit-stirring  legend  of  Macaulay, 

'*  who  kept  the  bridge  so  well 
In  the  brave  days  of  old." 

"  Miii  digno  es  Cortes  que  se  compare  este  fecho  suyo  desta  Jornada  al  de 
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stayed  the  tide  of  assailants,  till  the  last  man  had  crossed  the 
bridge,  when,  some  of  the  planks  having  given  way,  he  was 
compelled  to  leap  a  chasm  of  full  six  feet  in  width,  amidst  a 
cloud  of  missiles,  before  he  could  place  himself  in  safety.^*  A 
report  ran  through  the  army  that  the  general  was  slain.  It  soon 
spread  through  the  city,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Mexicans,  and 
reached  the  fortress,  where  the  besieged  were  thrown  into  no  less 
consternation.  But,  happily  for  them,  it  was  false.  He,  indeed, 
received  two  severe  contusions  on  the  knee,  but  in  other  re- 
spects remained  uninjured.  At  no  time,  however,  had  he  been 
in  such  extreme  danger  ;  and  his  escape,  and  that  of  his  com- 
panions, were  esteemed  little  less  than  a  miracle.  More  than 
one  grave  historian  refers  the  preservation  of  the  Spaniards  to 
the  watchful  care  of  their  patron  Apostle,  St.  James,  who,  in 
these  desperate  conflicts,  was  beheld  careering  on  his  milk-white 
steed  at  the  head  of  the  Christian  squadrons,  with  his  sword 
flashing  lightning,  while  a  lady  robed  in  white — supposed  to  be 
the  Virgin — was  distinctly  seen  by  his  side,  throwing  dust  in  the 
eyes  of  the  infidel !  The  fact  is  attested  both  by  Spaniards  and 
Mexicans, — by  the  latter  after  their  conversion  to  Christianity. 
Surely,  never  was  there  a  time  when  the  interposition  of  their 
tutelar  saint  was  more  strongly  demanded.^'^ 

Oracio  Codes,  que  se  toco  de  suso,  porque  con  su  esfuerzo,  e  lanza  sola  dio 
tanto  luear,  que  los  caballos  i)udicran  pasar,  e  hizo  desembarazar  la  puente 
i  pasa,  a  pasar  de  los  Knemigos,  aunque  con  harto  trabajo."  Hist,  dc  las 
Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  13. 

''-'  It  was  a  fair  leap,  for  a  knight  and  horse  in  armor.  But  the  general's 
own  assertion  to  the  Kmperor  (Kcl.  Seg.,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  142)  is  fully  con- 
firmed by  (Jviedo,  who  tells  us  he  had  it  from  several  who  were  present. 
"  Y  segun  lo  que  yo  he  entendido  de  algunos  que  prescntes  se  hallaron, 
demas  dc  la  resistencia  de  aquellos  havia  de  la  vna  parte  a  la  otra  casi  vn 
cstado  de  saltar  con  el  caballo  sin  Ic  faltar  niuchas  pedradas  de  divcrsas 
partes,  c  manos,  e  por  ir  el,  c  su  caballo  bif)n  armados  no  los  hirieron ;  pero 
no  dcxo  de  fjucclar  atormentado  de  los  golpes  que  le  dieron."  Hist,  de  las 
Ind.,  MS.,  ubi  supra. 

'■*'  Truly,  "  dignus  vindicc  nodus"!  The  intervention  of  the  celestial  chiv- 
alry on  these  occasions  is  testified  in  the  most  un(|ualified  manner  by  many 
respectable  authorities.  It  is  edifying  to  observe  the  combat  going  on  in 
Oviedo's  mind  between  the  dictates  of  strong  sense  and  superior  learning, 
and  those  of  the  superstition  of  the  age.  It  was  an  unequal  combat,  with 
odds  sorely  against  the  former,  in  the  sixteenth  century.  I  (pioie  the  pas- 
sage as  characteristic  of  the  limes.  *'  Afirman  (jue  se  vido  el  Apostol  Santi- 
ago a  caballo  pdcanrlo  sobre  vn  caballo  bianco  en  favor  dc  los  Christianos  ; 
i  dccian  los  Indios  que  el  caballo  ct>n  los  pies  y  manos  <5  con  la  boca  niataba 
muchos  dcllos,  dc  forma,  que  en  j)oco  disrurso  dc  ticmpo  no  parccio  Indio,  e 
rcposdron  los  Christianos  lo  restantc  dc  a(|ucl  dia.  Vase  que  los  incrcdulos 
6  poco  dcvotos  diran,  <iue  mi  ocupacion  en  csto  dcstos  miragloa,  pucs  no  los 
vf,  cs  superflua,  6  pcrncr  tiempo  novelando,  y  yo  hablo,  que  csto  c  mas  sc 
pucde  crecr  ;  pues  f|ur  los  gentiles  <f  sin  fr,  ^  td(Matra.s  cscril)cn,  que  ovo 
grandes  misterios  e  niiraglos  en  bus  ticmpot,  i  aquellos  sabemosquc  eran 
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The  coming  of  night  dispersed  the  Indian  battalions,  which, 
vanishing  like  birds  of  ill  omen  from  the  field,  left  the  well-con- 
tested pass  in  possession  of  the  Spaniards.  They  returned,  how- 
ever, with  none  of  the  joyous  feelings  of  conquerors  to  their 
citadel,  but  with  slow  step  and  dispirited,  with  weapons  hacked, 
armor  battered,  and  fainting  under  the  loss  of  blood,  fasting, 
and  fatigue.  In  this  condition  they  had  yet  to  learn  the  tidings 
of  a  fresh  misfortune  in  the  death  of  Montezuma.^^ 

The  Indian  monarch  had  rapidly  declined,  since  he  had  re- 
ceived his  injury,  sinking,  however,  quite  as  much  under  the 
anguish  of  a  wounded  spirit,  as  under  disease.  He  continued 
in  the  same  moody  state  of  insensibility  as  that  already  describ- 
ed ;  holding  little  communication  with  those  around  him,  deaf  to 
consolation,  obstinately  rejecting  all  medical  remedies  as  well  as 
nourishment.  Perceiving  his  end  approach,  some  of  the  cava- 
liers present  in  the  fortress,  whom  the  kindness  of  his  manners 
had  personally  attached  to  him,  were  anxious  to  save  the  soul 
of  the  dying  prince  from  the  sad  doom  of  those  who  perish  in 
the  darkness  of  unbelief.  Thev  accordinMv  waited  on  him,  with 
father  Olmedo  at  their  head,  and  in  the  most  earnest  manner 
implored  him  to  open  his  eyes  to  the  error  of  his  creed,  and  con- 
sent to  be  baptized.  But  Montezuma — whatever  may  have  been 
suggested  to  the  contrary — seems  never  to  have  faltered  in  his 
hereditary  faith,  or  to  have  contemplated  becoming  an  apostate  ; 
for  surely  he  merits  that  name  in  its  most  odious  application, 
who,  whether  Christian  or  Pagan,  renounces  his  religion  without 
conviction  of  its  falsehood.^  Indeed,  it  was  a  too  implicit  reli- 
ance on  its  oracles,  which  had  led  him  to  give  such  easy  confi- 

causados  e  fechos  por  el  Diablo,  pues  mas  facil  cosa  es  a  dios  e  a  la  inmacu- 
lata  Virgen  Nuestia  Senora  e  al  glorioso  Apostol  Santiago,  e  a  los  santos  e 
amigos  de  Jesu  Christo  hacer  esos  miraglos,  que  de  suso  estandichos,  e  otros 
maiores."     Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  47. 

21  '*  Multi  restiterunt  lapidibus  et  iaculis  confossi,  fuit  et  Cortesius,  grauiter 
percussus,  pauci  evaserunt  incolumes,  et  hi  adeo  languidi,  vt  neque  lacertos 
erigere  quirent.  Postquam  vero  se  in  arcem  receperunt.  non  commode  satis 
conditas  dapes,  quibus  reficerentur,  inuenerunt,  nee  forte  asperi  maiicii  panis 
bucellas,  aut  aquam  potabilem,  de  vino  aut  carnibus  sublata  erat  cura."  (Mar- 
tyr, De  Orbe  Novo,  dec.  5,  cap.  6.)  See  also,  for  the  hard  fighting  in  the  last 
pages, Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  13, — Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortes, 
ap.  Lorenzana,  pp.  140-142,  —  Carta  del  Exercito,  MS., — Gonzalo  de  las 
Casas,  Defensa,  MS.,  Parte  i,  cap.  26, — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib. 
10,  cap.  9,  10, — Gomara.  Cronica,  cap.  107. 

22  The  sentiment  is  expressed  with  singular  energy  in  the  verses  of  Voltair« ; 

**  Mais  renoncer  aux  dieux  que  I'on  croit  dans  sons  cceur, 
C'est  le  crime  d'un  ISche,  et  non  pas  une  erreur  ; 
C'est  trahir  ^  la  fois,  sous  un  masque  hypocrite, 
Et  le  dieu  qu'on  prefere,  et  le  dieu  que  I'on  quitte  : 
C'est  mentir  au  Ciel  meme,  ^  I'univers,  ^  soi." 

Alzire,  Acta  5,  sc  5. 
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dence  to  the  Spaniards.  His  intercourse  with  them  had,  doubt- 
less, not  sharpened  his  desire  to  embrace  their  communion  ;  and 
the  calamities  of  his  country  he  might  consider  as  sent  by  his 
gods  to  punish  him  for  his  hospitality  to  those  who  had  desecrat- 
ed and  destroyed  their  shrines.^ 

When  father  Olmedo,  therefore,  kneeling  at  his  side,  with  the 
uplifted  crucifix,  affectionately  besought  him  to  embrace  the 
sign  of  man's  redemption,  he  coldly  repulsed  the  priest,  exclaim- 
ing, "  I  have  but  a  few  moments  to  live  ;  and  will  not  at  this 
hour  desert  the  faith  of  my  fathers."  24  One  thing,  however, 
seemed  to  press  heavily  on  Montezuma's  mind.  This  was  the 
fate  of  his  children,  especially  of  three  daughters,  whom  he  had 
by  his  two  wives  ;  for  there  were  certain  rites  of  marriage,  which 
distinguished  the  lawful  wife  from  the  concubine.  Calling 
Cortes  to  his  bedside,  he  earnestly  commended  these  children  to 
his  care,  as  "  the  most  precious  jewels  that  he  could  leave  him." 
He  besought  the  general  to  interest  his  master,  the  emperor,  in 
their  behalf,  and  to  see  that  they  should  not  be  left  destitute, 
but  be  allowed  some  portion  of  their  rightful  inheritance. 
"  Your  lord  will  do  this,"  he  concluded,  "  if  it  were  only  for  the 
friendly  offices  I  have  rendered  the  Spaniards,  and  for  the  love 
I  have  shown  them, — though    it  has  brought   me  to  this  condi- 

2*  Camargo,  the  Tlascalan  convert,  says,  he  was  told  by  several  of  the  Con- 
querors, that  Montezuma  was  baptized  at  his  own  desire  in  his  last  moments, 
and  that  Cortes  and  Alvarado  stood  sponsors  on  the  occasion.  *'  Muchos 
afirman  de  los  concjuistadorcs  f|ue  yo  conoci,  {jue  cstando  en  el  articulo  de 
la  muertc,  pidio  agua  de  batismo  e  cjuc  fuc  batizado  y  muri6  Cristiano,  aun- 
(jue  en  esto  hay  grades  dudas  y  diferentes  parcsceres  ;  mas  eomo  digo  que 
{Je  pcrsonas  fidcdignas  conquistddores  de  los  i)rimcros  dest  ticrra  de  quien 
fui'mos  informados,  supimos  que  murio  batizado  y  Cristiano,  c  cjuc  fucron 
sus  padrinos  del  batismo  Fernando  Cortes  y  Don  Pedro  de  Alvarado." 
(Hist,  dc  Tlascala,  MS.)  According  to  Gomara,  the  Mexican  monarch  de- 
sired to  be  baptized  before  the  arrival  of  Narvacz.  The  ceremony  was  defer- 
red till  Easter,  that  it  might  be  performed  with  greater  effect.  But  in  the 
hurry  and  bustle  of  the  subsequent  scenes  it  was  forgotten,  and  he  died  with- 
out the  stain  of  infidelity  having  been  washed  awav  from  him.  (('riuiica, 
cap.  107.)  Torfjucmada,  not  often  a  Pyrrhonist  where  the  honor  of  the 
faith  is  concerncfj,  rejects  these  tales  as  irreconcilable  with  the  subsequent 
silence  of  Cortes  himself,  as  well  as  of  Alvarado,  who  would  have  been  loud 
to  proclaim  an  event  so  long  in  vain  desired  by  them.  (Monarch.  Ind.,  lib. 
4,  cap.  70. )  The  criticism  of  the  father  is  strongly  supported  by  the  fact, 
that  neither  of  the  preceding  accounts  is  corroborated  by  writers  of  any 
weight,  while  they  are  contradicted  by  several,  by  popular  tradition,  and,  it 
may  be  added,  by  one  another. 

'■*♦  "  Respondio,  Oue  por  la  media  hora  que  le  qtiedabade  vida  no  se  queria 
apartar  de  la  religion  dc  sus  Padres."  Ilerrera,  Hist,  (ieneral,  i\rc.  2,  lib. 
10,  cap.  10.)  "  Ya  he  di(  ho,"  savs  Diaz,  **  la  tristeza  que  todos  nosotros 
hutsi'mos  pf»r  ello,  y  aun  al  Fravle  de  la  Morced.  que  siemprc  e»taua  con  el,  y 
no  le  pudo  atraer  a  quo  sc  bolvicssc  Christiano."  Hist,  dc  la  Conquista, 
cap.  127. 
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tion  !  But  for  this  I  bear  them  no  ill-will."  ^e  Such,  according  to 
Cortes  himself,  were  the  words  of  the  dying  monarch.  Not  long 
after,  on  the  30th  June,  1520,^  he  expired  in  the  arms  of  some 
of  his  own  nobles,  who  still  remained  faithful  in  their  attendance 
on  his  person.  "  Thus,"  exclaims  a  native  historian,  one  of  his 
enemies,  a  Tlascalan,  *'  thus  died  the  unfortunate  Montezuma, 
who  had  swayed  the  sceptre  w^ith  such  consummate  policy  and 
wisdom  ;  and  who  was  held  in  greater  reverence  and  awe  than 
any  other  prince  of  his  lineage,  or  any,  indeed,  that  ever  sat  on 
a  throne  in  this  Western  World.  With  him  may  be  said  to  have 
terminated  the  royal  line  of  the  Aztecs,  and  the  glory  to  have 
passed  away  from  the  empire,  which  under  him  had  reached  the 
zenith  of  its  prosperity."^'  "The  tidings  of  his  death,"  says 
the  old  Castilian  chronicler,  Diaz,  "  were  received  with 
real  grief  by  every  cavalier  and  soldier  in  the  army  who 
had  had  access  to  his  person  ;  for  we  all  loved  him  as  a  father, 
— and  no  wonder,  seeing  how  good  he  was."  ^^  This  simple,  but 
emphatic,  testimony  to  his  desert,  at  such  a  time,  is  in  itself  the 
best  refutation  of  the  suspicions  occasionally  entertained  of  his 
fidelity  to  the  Christians.^ 

25  Aunque  no  le pesaba  dello ;  literally,  "although  he  did  not  repent  ef  it." 
But  this  would  be  rather  too  much  for  human  nature  to  assert  ;  and  it  is  prob- 
able the  language  of  the  Indian  prince  underwent  some  little  change,  as  it 
was  sifted  through  the  interpretation  of  Marina.  The  Spanish  reader  will 
find  the  original  conversation,  as  reported  by  Cortes  himself,  in  the  remark- 
able document  [Appendix,  Part  2,  No.  12). — The  general  adds,  that  he 
faithfully  complied  with  Montezuma's  request,  receiving  his  daughters,  after 
the  Conquest,  into  his  own  family,  where,  agreeably  to  their  royal  father'' s 
desire  they  were  baptized,  and  instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  usages  of  the 
Christian  faith.  They  were  afterwards  married  to  Castilian  hidalgos,  and 
handsome  dowries  were  assigned  them  by  the  government.  See  note  36  of 
this  Chapter. 

26  I  adopt  Clavigero's  chronology,  which  cannot  be  far  from  truth.  (Stor. 
del  Messico,  torn.  III.  p.  131.)  And  yet  there  are  reasons  for  supposing  he 
must  have  died  at  least  a  day  sooner. 

2~  **  De  suerte  que  le  tiraron  una  pedrada  con  una  honda  y  le  dieron  en  la 
cabeza  de  que  vino  4  morir  el  desdichado  Rey,  habiendo  gobernado  este  nuevo 
Mundo  con  la  mayor  prudencia  y  gobierno  que  se  puede  imaginar,  siendo  el 
mas  tenido  y  reverenciado  y  adorado  Senor  que  en  el  mundo  ha  habido,  y 
en  su  linaje,  como  es  cosa  publica  y  notoria  en  toda  la  maquina  deste  Nuevo 
Mundo,  donde  con  la  muerte  de  tan  gran  Senor  se  acabaron  los  Reyes  Cul- 
huaques  Mejicanos,  y  todo  su  poder  y  mando,  estando  en  la  mayor  felicidad 
de  su  monarquia;  y  ansi  no  hay  de  que  fiar  en  las  cosas  desta  vida  sino  en 
solo  Dios."     Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS. 

28  '<  Y  Cortes  llor&  por  el,  y  todos  nuestros  Capitanes,  y  soldados:  e  horn- 
bres  huvo  entre  nosotros  de  los  que  le  conociamos,  y  tratauamos,  que  tan 
llorado  fu<5,  como  si  fuera  nuestro  padre,  y  no  nos  hemos  de  maravillar  dello, 
viendo  que  tan  bueno  era."     Histde  la  Conquista,  cap.  126. 

29  "  He  loved  the  Christians,"  says  Herrera,  "  as  well  as  could  be  judged 
from  appearances.     (Hist.    General,  dec.  2,  lib.   10  cap.  10.)     '*  They  say,* 
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It  is  not  easy  to  depict  the  portrait  of  Montezuma  in  its  true 
colors,  since  it  has  been  exhibited  to  us  under  two  aspects,  of 
the  most  opposite  and  contradictory  character.  In  the  accounts 
gathered  of  him  by  the  Spaniards,  on  coming  into  the  country, 
he  was  uniformly  represented  as  bold  and  warlike,  unscrupulous 
as  to  the  means  of  gratifying  his  ambition,  hollow  and  perfidious, 
the  terror  of  his  foes,  with  a  haughty  bearing  which  made  him 
feared  even  by  his  own  people.  They  found  him,  on  the  con- 
trary, not  merely  affable  and  gracious,  but  disposed  to  waive  all 
the  advantages  of  his  own  position,  and  to  place  them  on  a  foot- 
ing with  himself  ;  making  their  wishes  his  law  ;  gentle  even  to 
effeminacy  in  his  deportment,  and  constant  in  his  friendship, 
while  his  whole  nation  was  in  arms  against  them. — Yet  these 
traits,  so  contradictory,  were  truly  enough  drawn.  They  are 
to  be  explained  by  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  his 
position. 

When  Montezuma  ascended  the  throne,  he  was  scarcely 
twenty-three  years  of  age.  Young,  and  ambitious  of  extending 
his  empire,  he  was  continually  engaged  in  war,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  present  himself  in  nine  pitched  battles.*^  He  was 
greatly  renowned  for  his  martial  prowess,  for  he  belonged 
to  the  Quac/iiciifi,  the  highest  military  order  of  his  nation,  and 
one  into  which  but  few  even  of  its  sovereigns  had  been  admit- 

remarks  the  general's  chaplain,  **  that  Montezuma,  though  often  urged  to  it, 
never  consented  to  the  death  of  a  Spaniard,  nor  to  tlie  injury  of  Cortes, 
whom  he  loved  exceedingly.  But  there  are  those  who  dispute  this."  (Go- 
mara,  Cronica,  cap.  107.)  Don  Thoan  Cano  assured  Oviedo,  that,  during 
all  the  troubles  of  the  Spaniards  with  the  Mexicans,  both  in  the  absence  of 
Cortes,  and  after  his  return,  the  emperor  did  his  best  to  supply  the  camp 
with  provisions.  {'Sti:  Appendix  J 'art  2,  Ao.  ii.)  And  finally,  Cortes  him- 
self, in  an  instrument  already  referred  to,  dated  six  years  after  Montezuma's 
death,  bears  emphatic  testimony  to  the  good-will  he  had  shown  to  Spaniards, 
and  particularly  acquits  him  of  any  share  in  the  late  rising,  which,  says  the 
Conqueror,  "I  had  trusted  to  suppress  through  his  assistance."  See  >4/- 
penUix,  Part  2,  No.  12. 

The  Spanish  historians,  in  general, — notwithstanding  an  occasional  intima- 
tion of  a  doubt  as  to  his  good  faith  towards  their  countrymen, — make  honor- 
able mention  of  the  many  excellent  c]ualities  of  the  Indian  prince.  Soli's, 
however,  the  most  eminent  of  all,  dismisses  the  account  of  his  death  with  the 
remnrk,  that  "his  last  hours  were  spent  in  breathing  vengeance  and  male- 
dictions against  his  people;  until  he  surrendered  up  to  Satan — with  whom 
he  had  frequent  communication  in  his  lifetime— the  eternal  possession  of  his 
soul!"  (Conquista  de  M<fxico,  lib.  4,  cap.  15.)  Fortunatclv,  the  historio- 
grapher of  the  Indians  could  know  as  little  of  Montezuma's  fate  in  the  next 
world,  as  he  appears  to  have  known  of  it  in  this.  W'.as  it  bigotrv.  or  a  desire 
to  srt  his  own  hero's  character  in  a  brighter  light,  which  led  him  thus  un- 
worthily to  darken  th;it  of  his  Iiulinn  rival! 

*' "  nicen  (|ii«  vcnci«')  neuvr  Hatallas,  i  otrcw  nucve  Campo*,  en  detatio 
vno  k  vno."     Gomara,  CrOnica,  cap.  107. 
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ted.^  In  later  life,  he  preferred  intrigue  to  violence,  as  more 
consonant  to  his  character  and  priestly  education.  In  this  he 
was  as  great  an  adept  as  any  prince  of  his  time,  and,  by  arts  not 
very  honorable  to  himself,  succeeded  in  filching  away  much  of 
the  territory  of  his  royal  kinsman  of  Tezcuco.  Severe  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  he  made  important  reforms  in  the  ar 
rangement  of  the  tribunals.  He  introduced  other  innovations 
in  the  royal  household,  creating  new  offices,  introducing  a  lavish 
magnificence  and  forms  of  courtly  etiquette  unknown  to  his  ruder 
predecessors.  He  was,  in  short,  most  attentive  to  all  that  con- 
cerned the  exterior  and  pomp  of  royalty .32  Stately  and  decorous 
he  was  careful  of  his  own  dignity,  and  might  be  said  to  be  as 
great  an  "  actor  of  majesty"  among  the  barbarian  potentates  of 
the  new  world,  as  Louis  the  Fourteenth  was  among  the  polished 
princes  of  Europe. 

He  was  deeply  tinctured,  moreover,  with  that  spirit  of  bigotry, 
which  threw  such  a  shade  over  the  latter  days  of  the  French 
monarch.  He  received  the  Spaniards  as  the  beings  predicted 
by  his  oracles.  The  anxious  dread,  with  which  he  had  evaded 
their  proffered  visit,  was  founded  on  the  same  feelings  which  led 
him  so  blindly  to  resign  himself  to  them  on  their  approach.  He 
felt  himself  rebuked  by  their  superior  genius.  He  at  once  con- 
ceded all  that  they  demanded, — his  treasures,  his  power,  even 
his  person.  For  their  sake,  he  forsook  his  wonted  occupations, 
his  pleasures,  his  most  familiar  habits.  He  might  be  said  to 
forego  his  nature  ;  and,  as  his  subjects  asserted,  to  change  his 
sex  and  become  a  woman.  If  we  cannot  refuse  our  contempt 
for  the  pusillanimity  of  the  Aztec  monarch,  it  should  be  mitigat- 
ed by  the  consideration,  that  his  pusillanimity  sprung  from  his 
superstition,  and  that  superstition  in  the  savage  is  the  substitute 
for  religious  principle  in  the  civilized  man. 

It  is  not  easy  to  contemplate  the  fate  of  Montezuma  without 
feelings  of  the  strongest  compassion  ; — to  see  him  thus  borne 
along  the  tide  of  events  beyond  his  power  to  avert  or  control  ; 
to  see  him,  like  some  stately  tree,  the  pride  of  his  own  Indian 
forests,  towering  aloft  in  the  pomp  and  majesty  of  its  branches, 
by  its  very  eminence  a  mark  for  the  thunderbolt,  the  first  victim 
of  the  tempest  which  was  to  sweep  over  its  native  hills  !     When 

81  One  other  only  of  his  predecessors,  Tizoc,  is  shown  by  the  Aztec  Paint- 
ings to  have  belonged  to  this  knightly  order,  according  to  Clavigero.     Stor 
del  Messico,  torn.  II.  p.  140. 

®  ''  Era  mas  cauteloso,  y  ardidoso,  que  valeroso.  En  las  Armas,  y  modo, 
de  su  govierno,  fue  muy  justiciero  ;  en  las  cosas  tocantes  a  ser  estimado  y 
tenido  en  su  Dignidad  y  Majestad  Real  de  condicion  muy  severe,  aunque 
cuerdo  y  gracioso."     Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  88. 


DEATH  OF  MONTEZUMA.  %X 

the  wise  king  of  Tezcuco  addressed  his  royal  relative  at  his  coro- 
nation, he  exclaimed,  "  Happy  the  empire,  which  is  now  in  the 
meridian  of  its  prosperity,  for  the  sceptre  is  given  to  one  whom 
the  Almighty  has  in  his  keeping  ;  and  the  nations  shall  hold 
him  in  reverence  !  "  "^  Alas  !  the  subject  of  this  auspicious  invoca- 
tion lived  to  see  his  empire  melt  away  like  the  winter's  wreath  ; 
to  see  a  strange  race  drop,  as  it  were,  from  the  clouds  on  his 
land  ;  to  find  himself  a  prisoner  in  the  palace  of  his  fathers,  the 
companion  of  those  who  were  the  enemies  of  his  gods  and  his 
people  ;  to  be  insulted,  reviled,  trodden  in  the  dust,  by  the 
meanest  of  his  subjects,  by  those  who,  a  few  months  previous, 
had  trembled  at  his  glance  ;  drawing  his  last  breath  in  the  halls 
of  the  stranger, — a  lonely  outcast  in  the  heart  of  his  own  capital ! 
He  was  the  sad  victim  of  destiny. — a  destiny  as  dark  and  irre- 
sistible in  its  march,  as  that  which  broods  over  the  mvthic 
legends  of  Antiquity  !** 

Montezuma,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  about  forty-one 
years  old,  of  which  he  reigned  eighteen.  His  person  and  man- 
ners have  been  already  described.  He  left  a  numerous  progeny 
by  his  various  wives,  most  of  whom,  having  lost  their  consider- 
ation after  the  Conquest,  fell  into  obscurity,  as  they  mingled 
with  the  mass  of  the  Indian  population.^  Two  of  them,  how- 
ever, a  son  and  a  daughter,  who  embraced  Christianity,  became 
the  founders  of  noble  houses  in  Spain.*     The  government,  will- 

^  The  whole  address  is  given  by  Torquemada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap  68, 

Tls  ovv  dvdyKTjs  iarlv  oiaKO<nrp<r(pos\ 
Matpat  Tplfxop(poi^  fMvrifiov^s  t   "  Vl.pi.vv{nt, 
ToiiTft^v  Ap*  0'  Zcyj  lariv  uaBev4aT(po^\ 
Ovkovv  ivftol)&yoi  7f  rfjv  ireTrpdJtvvv. 

Mscwrm-,  Prometk.,  v.  na^^iC 

**  Scnor  dc  Caldcron,  the  late  Spanish  minister  at  Mexico,  informs  me,  thai 
he  has  more  than  once  passed  by  an  Indian  dwelling,  where  the  Indians  in 
his  suite  made  a  reverence,  saying  it  was  occupied  bv  a  descendant  of  Mon- 
tezuma. 

*'  This  son,  baptized  by  the  name  of  f  cdro,  was  descended  from  one  of  the 
royal  concubines.  Montezuma  had  two  lawful  wives.  Hv  the  first  of  these, 
named  Tc^alco,  he  had  a  son,  who  perished  in  the  flight  from  Mexico  ;  and  a 
daughter  named  Tecuichpo  who  embraced  Chn'stianitv,  and  received  the 
name  of  Isabella.  She  was  married  when  very  voung  to  her  cousin  Guatcmo- 
zin  ;  and  lived  long  enough  after  hisdeath  togiveher  hand  to  three  Castili.uis, 
all  of  hfmorable  familv.  From  two  of  these,  Don  Pedro  (Jallejo,  and  )).>n 
Thoan  Cano,  descended  the  illustrious  families  of  the  Andra«fa  and  v" mo 
Kfontczuma. 

Montezuma,  by  his  second  wife,  the  princess  Acatlan,  left  two  daughters* 
named,  after  their  conversion,  Maria  and  Leonor.     'J'he  former  died  without 
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ing  to  show  its  gratitude  for  the  large  extent  of  empire  derived 
from  their  ancestor,  conferred  on  them  ample  estates,  and  im- 
portant hereditary  honors  ;  and  the  Counts  of  Montezuma  and 
Tula,  intermarrying  with  the  best  blood  of  Castile,  intimated  by 
their  names  and  titles  their  illustrious  descent  from  the  royal 
dynasty  of  Mexico.^' 

Montezuma's  death  was  a  misfortune  to  the  Spaniards. 
While  he  lived,  they  had  a  precious  pledge  in  their  hands,  which 
in  extremity,  they  might  possibly  have  turned  to  account.  Now 
the  last  link  was  snapped  which  connected  them  with  the  natives 
of  the  country.  But  independently  of  interested  feelings, 
Cortds  and  his  officers  were  much  affected  by  his  death  from 
personal  considerations,  and,  when  they  gazed  on  the  cold  re- 
mains of  the  ill-starred  monarch,  they  may  have  felt  a  natural 
compunction,  as  they  contrasted  his  late  flourishing  condition 
with  that  to  which  his  friendship  for  them  had  now  reduced  him. 
The  Spanish  commander  showed  all  respect  for  his  memory. 
His  body,  arrayed  in  its  royal  robes,  was  laid  decently  on  a  bier, 
and  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  his  nobles  to  his  subjects  in  the 
city.  What  honors,  if  any,  indeed,  were  paid  to  his  remains,  is 
uncertain.  A  sound  of  wailing,  distinctly  heard  in  the  western 
quarters  of  the  capital,  was  interpreted  by  the  Spaniards  into 
the  moans  of  a  funeral  procession,  as   it  bore  the  body  to  be 

issue.  Dona  Leonor  married  with  a  Spanish  cavalier,  Crist6val  de  Valder- 
rama,  from  whom  descended  the  family  of  the  Sotelos  de  Montezuma.  To 
which  of  these  branches  belonged  the  counts  of  Miravalle,  noticed  by  Hum- 
boldt, (Essai  Politique,  tom  II.  p.  73,  note,  )  I  am  ignorant. 

The  royal  genealogy  is  minutely  exhibited  in  a  Memorial,  setting  forth  the 
claims  of  Montezuma's  grandsons  to  certain  property  in  right  of  their  respec- 
tive mothers.  The  document,  which  is  without  date,  is  among  the  MSS.  of 
Munoz. 

^'  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  a  descendant  of  the  Aztec  emperor,  Don 
Joseph  Sarmiento  Valladares,  Count  of  Montezuma  ruled  as  viceroy,  from 
1697  to  1701,  over  the  dominions  of  his  barbaric  ancestors.  (Humboldt,  Essai 
Politique,  tom.  II.  p.  93,  note.)  Solis  speaks  of  this  noble  house,  grandees 
of  Spain,  who  intermingled  their  blood  with  that  of  the  Guzmans  and  the 
Mendozas.  Clavigero  has  traced  their  descent  from  the  emperor's  son  lohu- 
alicahua,  or  Don  Pedro  Montezuma,  as  he  was  called  after  his  baptism,  down 
to  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century.  (  See  Solis.  Conquista,  lib.  4,  cap. 
15. — Clavigero,  Stor.  del  Messico,  tom.  I.  p.  302,  tom.  HI.  p.  132,)  The 
last  of  the  line,  of  whom  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  any  intelligence,  died  not 
long  since  in  this  country.  He  was  very  wealthy,  having  large  estates  in  Spain, 
-—but  was  not,  as  it  appears,  very  wise.  When  seventy  years  old  or  more,  he 
passed  over  to  Mexico,  in  the  vain  hope,  that  the  nation,  in  deference  to  his 
descent,  might  place  him  on  the  throne  of  his  Indian  ancestors,  so  recently 
occupied  by  the  presumptuous  Iturbide.  But  the  modern  Mexicans,  with  all 
their  detestation  of  the  old  Spaniards,  showed  no  respect  for  the  royal  blood 
of  the  Aztecs.  The  unfortunate  nobleman  retired  to  New  Orleans,  where  he 
soon  after  put  an  end  to  his  existence  by  blowing  out  his  brains, — not  for  am° 
bition,  however,  if  report  be  true,  but  disappointed  love  I 


DEA  TH  OF  MONTEZUMA. 


83 


laid  among  those  of  his  ancestors,  under  the  princely  shades  of 
Chapoltepec.®  Others  state,  that  it  was  removed  to  a  burial- 
place  in  the  city  named  Copalco,  and  there  burnt  with  the  usual 
solemnities  and  signs  of  lamentation  by  the  chiefs,  but  not  with- 
out some  unworthy  insults  from  the  Mexican  populace.^  What- 
ever be  the  fact,  the  people,  occupied  with  the  stirring  scenes  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  were  probably  not  long  mindful  of  the 
monarch,  who  had  taken  no  share  in  their  late  patriotic  move- 
ments. Nor  is  it  strange  that  the  very  memory  of  his  sepulchre 
should  be  effaced  in  the  terrible  catastrophe  which  afterwards 
overwhelmed  the  capital,  and  swept  away  every  landmark  from 
its  surface. 

^  Gomara,   Cr6nica,   cap.   107. — Herrera,   Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10, 
cap.  10. 

*Torquemada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap  7. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Council  of  War. — Spaniards  evacuate  the  City. — Nochb 
Triste,  or  "  The  Melancholy  Night." — Terrible  Slaugh- 
ter.— Halt  for  the  Night. — Amount  of  Losses. 

1520. 

There  was  no  longer  any  question  as  to  the  expediency  of 
evacuating  the  capital.  The  only  doubt  was  as  to  the  time  of 
doing  so,  and  the  route.  The  Spanish  commander  called  a 
council  of  officers  to  deliberate  on  these  matters.  It  was  his 
purpose  to  retreat  on  Tlascala,  and  in  that  capital  to  decide  ac- 
cording to  circumstances  on  his  future  operations.  After  some 
discussion,  they  agreed  on  the  causeway  of  Tlacopan  as  the 
avenue  by  which  to  leave  the  city.  It  would,  indeed,  take  them 
back  by  a  circuitous  route,  considerably  longer  than  either  of 
those  by  which  they  had  approached  the  capital.  But,  for  that 
reason,  it  would  be  less  likely  to  be  guarded,  as  least  suspected ; 
and  the  causeway  itself,  being  shorter  than  either  of  the  other 
entrances,  would  sooner  place  the  army  in  comparative  security 
on  the  main  land. 

There  was  some  difference  of  opinion  in  respect  to  the  hour 
of  departure.  The  day-time,  it  was  argued  by  some,  would  be 
preferable,  since  it  would  enable  them  to  see  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  their  danger,  and  to  provide  against  it.  Darkness  would 
be  much  more  likely  to  embarrass  their  own  movements  than 
those  of  the  enemy,  who  were  familiar  with  the  ground.  A  thou- 
sand impediments  would  occur  in  the  night,  which  might  prevent 
their  acting  in  concert,  or  obeying,  or  even  ascertaining,  the  or- 
ders of  the  commander.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  urged,  that 
the  night  presented  many  obvious  advantages  in  dealing  with  a 
foe  who  rarely  carried  his  hostilities  beyond  the  day.  The  late 
active  operations  of  the  Spaniards  had  thrown  the  Mexicans  off 
their  guard,  and  it  was  improbable  they  would  anticipate  so 
speedy  a  departure  of  their  enemies.  With  celerity  and  caution, 
they  might  succeed,  therefore,  in  making  their  escape  from  the 
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town,  possibly  over  the  causeway,  before  their  retreat  should  be 
discovered;  and,  could  they  once  get  beyond  that  pass  of  peril, 
they  felt  little  apprehension  for  the  rest. 

These  views  were  fortified,  it  is  said,  by  the  counsels  of  a 
soldier  named  Botello,  who  professed  the  mysterious  science  of 
judicial  astrology.  He  had  gained  credit  with  the  army  by  some 
predictions  which  had  been  verified  by  the  events  ;  those  lucky 
hits  which  make  chance  pass  for  calculation  with  the  credulous 
multitude.^  This  man  recommended  to  his  countrymen  by  all 
means  to  evacuate  the  place  in  the  night,  as  the  hour  most  pro- 
pitious to  them,  although  he  should  perish  in  it.  The  event 
proved  the  astrologer  better  acquainted  with  his  own  horoscope 
than  with  that  of  others.^ 

It  is  possible  Botello's  predictions  had  some  weight  in  determin- 
ing the  opinion  of  Cortes.  Superstition  was  the  feature  of  the 
age,  and  the  Spanish  general,  as  we  have  seen,  had  a  full  meas- 
ure of  its  bigotry.  Seasons  of  gloom,  moreover,  dispose  the 
mind  to  a  ready  acquiescence  in  the  marvellous.  It  is,  however, 
quite  as  probable  that  he  made  use  of  the  astrologer's  opinion, 
finding  it  coincided  with  his  own,  to  influence  that  of  his  men, 
and  inspire  them  with  higher  confidence.  At  all  events,  it  was 
decided  to  abandon  the  city  that  very  night. 

The  general's  fust  care  was  to  provide  for  the  safe  transporta- 
tion of  the  treasure.  Many  of  the  common  soldiers  had  con- 
verted their  share  of  the  prize,  as  we  have  seen,  into  gold  chains, 
collars,  or  other  ornaments,  which  they  easily  carried  about  their 
persons.  But  the  royal  fifth,  together  with  that  of  Cortds  him- 
self, and  much  of  the  rich  booty  of  the  principal  cavaliers,  had 
been  converted  into  bars  and  wedges  of  solid  gold,  and  deposited 
in  one  of  the  strong  apartments  of  the  palace.  Cortes  delivered 
the  share  belonging  to  the  Crown  to  the  royal  officers,  assigning 
them  one  of  the  strongest  horses,  and  a  guard  of  Castilian 
soldiers,  to  transport  it.*     Still,  much  of  the  treasure,  belonging 

^  Ovicdo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  47. 

The  astrologer  predicted  that  Cortes  would  be  reduced  to  the  greatest 
extremity  of  distress,  and  afterwards  come  to  great  honor  and  fortiinr. 
(Bernal  l^iaz,  Hist,  de  la  Connuista,  caj).  128.)  lie  showed  himself  as  cun- 
ning in  his  art,  as  the  West  Incliun  sybil  who  foretold  the  destiny  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Josephine. 

^  **  Pues  a!  astrcMogo  Botello,  no  le  aprouech6  su  astrologia,  que  tambicn 
alii  muri6."     Ibicl.,  nbi  supra. 

"  The  disposition  of  the  treasure  has  been  stated  with  some  discrepancy, 
though  all  agree  as  to  its  ultimate  fate.  The  general  himself  did  not  escaj>c 
the  imputation  of  negligence,  and  even  pccnlation,  nmst  unfoun*i*»4,  fr<im  his 
enemies.  The  account  in  the  text  is  substantiated  bv  the  evidence,  un<ler  oath, 
of  the  most  respectable  names  in  the  exi>edition,  as  L;iven  in  the  in^^trunient 
already  more  than  once  referred  to.     "  llizo  sacar  el  oro  c^  joyas  de   sus  Al- 
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both  to  the  Crown  and  to  individuals,  was  necessarily  abandoned, 
from  the  want  of  adequate  means  of  conveyance.  The  metal 
lay  scattered  in  shining  heaps  along  the  floor,  exciting  the  cupid- 
ity of  the  soldiers.  "Take  what  you  will  of  it,"  said  Cortes  to 
his  men.  "  Better  you  should  have  it,  than  these  Mexican 
hounds.^  But  be  careful  not  to  overload  yourselves,  He  trav- 
els safest  in  the  dark  night  who  travels  lightest."  His  own  more 
wary  followers  took  heed  to  his  counsel,  helping  themselves  to  a 
few  articles  of  least  bulk,  though,  it  might  be,  of  greatest  value.* 
But  the  troops  of  Narvaez,  pining  for  riches,  of  which  they  had 
heard  so  much,  and  hitherto  seen  so  little,  showed  no  such  dis- 
cretion. To  them  it  seemed  as  if  the  very  mines  of  Mexico  were 
turned  up  before  them,  and,  rushing  on  the  treacherous  spoil, 
they  greedily  loaded  themselves  with  as  much  of  it,  not  merely 
as  they  could  accommodate  about  their  persons,  but  as  they 
could  stow  away  in  wallets,  boxes,  or  any  other  mode  of  convey- 
ance at  their  disposal.® 

Cortes  next  arranged  the  order  of  march.  The  van,  composed 
of  two  hundred  Spanish  foot,  he  placed  under  the  command  of 
the  valiant  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  supported  by  Diego  de  Ordaz, 
Francisco  de  Lujo,  and  about  twenty  other  cavaliers.  The  rear- 
guard, constituting  the  strength  of  the  infantry,  was  intrusted  to 
Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and  Velasquez  de  Leon.  The  general  him- 
self took  charge  of  the  "  battle,"  or  centre,  in  which  went  the 
baggage,  some  of  the  heavy  guns,  most  of  which,  how^ever, 
remained  in  the  rear,  the  treasure,  and  the  prisoners.  These 
consisted  of  a  son  and  two  daughters  of  Montezuma,  Cacama, 
the  deposed  lord  of  Tezcuco,  and  several  other  nobles,  whom 
Cortes  retained  as  important  pledges  in  his  future  negotiations 
with  the  enemy.  The  Tlascalans  were  distributed  pretty  equally 
among  the  three  divisions  ;  and  Cortes  had  under  his  immediate 

tezas  e  le  dio  e  entrego  a  los  otros  oficiales  Alcaldes  e  Regidores,  e  les  dixo 
a  la  rason  que  asi  se  lo  entrego,  que  todos  viesen  el  mejor  modo  e  manera 
que  habia  para  lo  poder  salvar,  que  el  alii  estaba  para  por  su  parte  hacer  lo 
que  fuese  possible  e  poner  su  persona  a  qualquier  trance  e  riesgo  que  sobre 

lo  salvar  le  vieniese El  qual  les  dio  para  ello  una  muy  buena  yegua,  e 

quatro  6  cinco  Espanoles  de  mucha  confianza  a  quien  se  encargo  la  dha  yegua 
cargado  con  el  otro  oro."     Probanza  4  pedimento  de  Juan  de  Lexalde. 

^  '*  Desde  aqui  se  lo  doi,  como  se  ha  de  quedar  aqui  perdido  entre  estos 
perros."  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  128. — Oviedo,  Hist  de  las 
Ind. ,  MS.,  lib  33,  cap.  47. 

^  Captain  Diaz  tells  us  that  he  contented  himself  with  four  chalchivitl, — the 
green  stones  so  much  prized  by  the  natives, — which  he  cunningly  picked  out 
of  the  royal  coffers  before  Cortes '  majordomo  had  time  to  secure  them.  The 
prize  proved  of  great  service,  by  supplying  him  the  means  of  obtaining  food 
and  medicine,  v^hen  in  great  extremity,  afterwards,  from  the  people  of  the 
country.  Ibid.Joc.  cit. 

®  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  ubi  supra. 
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command  a  hundred  picked  soldiers,  his  own  veterans  most 
attached  to  his  service,  who,  with  Christoval  de  Olid,  Francisco 
de  Morla,  Alonso  de  Avila,  and  two  or  three  other  cavaliers, 
formed  a  select  corps,  to  act  wherever  occasion  might  require. 

The  general  had  already  superintended  the  construction  of  a 
portable  bridge  to  be  laid  over  the  open  canals  in  the  causeway. 
This  was  given  in  charge  to  an  officer  named  Magarino,  with 
forty  soldiers  under  his  orders,  all  pledged  to  defend  the  passage 
to  the  last  extremity.  The  bridge  was  to  be  taken  up  when  the 
entire  army  had  crossed  one  of  the  breaches,  and  transported 
to  the  next.  There  were  three  of  these  openings  in  the  cause- 
way, and  most  fortunate  would  it  have  been  for  the  expedition, 
if  the  foresight  of  the  commander  had  provided  the  same  number 
of  bridges.  But  the  labor  would  have  been  great,  and  time  was 
short.7 

At  midnight  the  troops  were  under  arms,  in  readiness  for  the 
march.  Mass  was  performed  by  father  Olmedo,  who  invoked 
the  protection  of  the  Almighty  through  the  awful  perils  of  the 
night.  The  gates  were  thrown  open,  and,  on  the  first  of  July, 
1520,  the  Spaniards  for  the  last  time  sallied  forth  from  the  walls 
of  the  ancient  fortress,  the  scene  of  so  much  suffering  and  such 
indomitable  courage.® 

The  night  was  cloudy,  and  a  drizzling  rain,  which  fell  without 
intermission,  added  to  the  obscurity.  The  great  square  before 
the  palace  was  deserted,  as,  indeed,  it  had  been  since  the  fall  of 
Montezuma.  Steadily,  and  as  noiselessly  as  possible,  the  Span- 
iards held  their  way  along  the  great  street  of  Tlacopan,  which 
so  lately  had  resounded  to  the  tumult  of  battle.  All  was  now 
hushed  in  silence  ;  and  they  were  only  reminded  of  the  past  by 
the  occasional  presence  of  some  solitary  corpse,  or  a  dark  heap 
of  the  slain,  which  too  plainly  told  where  the  strife  had  been 
hottest.  As  they  passed  along  the  lanes  and  alleys  which 
opened  into  the  great  street,  or  looked  down  the  canals,  whose 
polished  surface  gleamed  with  a  sort  of  ebon  lustre  through  the 

"^  Gomara,  Cr6nica,  cap.  109. — Rcl.  Reg.  de  Cort<?s,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  143. 
•— Ovicclo,  Hist,  (le  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  t^-x^^  cap.  13,  47. 

*  There  is  some  difficulty  in  adjusting  the  precise  date  of  their  departure, 
as,  indeed,  of  most  events  in  the  Conf|uesl  ;  attention  to  chronoloev  being 
deemed  somewhat  superfluous  by  the  old  chroniclers.  Ixtlilxochill,  Gomara, 
and  others  fix  the  date  at  July  loth.  But  this  is  wholly  contrary  to  the  letter 
of  CQrt<fs,  which  states,  that  the  army  reached  Tlascala  on  the  eighth  of 
July,  not  the  tenth,  as  Clavigero  mis(| notes  him  ;  (Stor.  del  Nfessico,  tom. 
III.  |)j).  13^,  136,  nola;)  and  from  the  general's  accurate  accoimt  of  their 
prot,'re3S  each  day,  it  a|)j)ears  that  thev  left  the  capital  on  the  last  night  of 
Tunc,  or  rather  the  morning  of  Jiilv  1st.  It  was  the  night,  he  also  atliis,  fol- 
lowmg  the  affair  of  the  bridges  in  the  city.  Comp.  Rcl.  Scg.,  ap.  Lorcn/ana, 
pp.  142-u^ 
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obscurity  of  night,  they  easily  fancied  that  they  discerned  the 
shadowy  forms  of  their  foe  lurking  in  ambush,  and  ready  to 
spring  on  them.  But  it  was  only  fancy  ;  and  the  city  slept  un- 
disturbed even  by  the  prolonged  echoes  of  the  tramp  of  the 
horses,  and  the  hoarse  rumbhng  of  the  artillery  and  baggage 
trains.  At  length,  a  lighter  space  beyond  the  dusky  line  of 
buildings  showed  the  van  of  the  army  that  it  was  emerging  on 
the  open  causeway.  They  might  well  have  congratulated  them- 
selves on  having  thus  escaped  the  dangers  of  an  assault  in  the 
city  itself,  and  that  a  brief  time  would  place  them  in  comparative 
safety  on  the  opposite  shore. — But  the  Mexicans  were  not  all 
asleep. 

As  the  Spaniards  drew  near  the  spot  where  the  street  opened 
on  the  causeway,  and  were  preparing  to  lay  the  portable  bridge 
across  the  uncovered  breach,  which  now  met  their  eyes,  several 
Indian  sentinels,  who  had  been  stationed  at  this,  as  at  the  other 
approaches  to  the  city,  took  the  alarm,  and  fled,  rousing  their 
countrymen  by  their  cries.  The  priests,  keeping  their  night 
watch  on  the  summit  of  the  teocallis,  instantly  caught  the  tidings 
and  sounded  their  shells,  while  the  huge  drum  in  the  desolate 
temple  of  the  war-god  sent  forth  those  solemn  tones,  which, 
heard  only  in  seasons  of  calamity,  vibrated  through  every  corner 
of  the  capital.  The  Spaniards  saw  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost. 
The  bridge  was  brought  forward  and  fitted  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition. Sandoval  was  the  first  to  try  its  strength,  and,  riding 
across,  was  followed  by  his  little  body  of  chivalry,  his  infantry, 
and  Tlascalan  allies,  who  formed  the  first  division  of  the  army. 
Then  came  Cortes  and  his  squadrons,  with  the  baggage,  ammu- 
nition wagons,  and  a  part  of  the  artillery.  But  before  they  had 
time  to  defile  across  the  narrow  passage,  a  gathering  sound  was 
heard,  like  that  of  a  mighty  forest  agitated  by  the  winds.  It 
grew  louder  and  louder,  while  on  the  dark  waters  of  the  lake  was 
heard  a  plashing  noise,  as  of  many  oars.  Then  came  a  few 
stones  and  arrows  striking  at  random  among  the  hurrying  troops. 
They  fell  every  moment  faster  and  more  furious,  till  they 
thickened  into  a  terrible  tempest,  while  the  very  heavens  were 
rent  with  the  yells  and  war-cries  of  myriads  of  combatants,  who 
seemed  all  at  once  to  be  swarming  over  land  and  lake ! 

The  Spaniards  pushed  steadily  on  through  this  arrowy  sleet, 
though  the  barbarians,  dashing  their  canoes  against  the  sides  of 
the  causeway,  clambered  up  and  broke  in  upon  their  ranks.  But 
the  Christians,  anxious  only  to  make  their  escape,  declined  all 
combat  except  for  self-preservation.  The  cavaliers,  spurring  for- 
ward their  steeds,  shook  off  their  assailants,  and  rode  over  their 
prostrate  bodies,  while  the  men  on  foot  with  their  good  swords 
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or  the  butts  of  their  pieces  drove  them  headlong  again  down  the 
sides  of  the  dike. 

But  the  advance  of  several  thousand  men,  marching,  probably 
on  a  front  of  not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  abreast,  necessarily 
required  much  time,  and  the  leading  files  had  already  reached 
the  second  breach  in  the  causeway  before  those  in  the  rear  had 
entirely  traversed  the  first.  Here  they  halted ;  as  they  had  no 
means  of  effecting  a  passage,  smarting  all  the  while  under  un- 
intermitting  volleys  from  the  enemy,  who  were  clustered  thick 
on  the  waters  around  this  second  opening.  Sorely  distressed, 
the  van-guard  sent  repeated  messages  to  the  rear  to  demand  the 
portable  bridge.  At  length  the  last  of  the  army  had  crossed, 
and  Magarino  and  his  sturdy  followers  endeavored  to  raise  the 
ponderous  frame-work.  But  it  stuck  fast  in  the  sides  of  the 
dike.  In  vain  they  strained  every  nerve.  The  weight  of  so 
many  men  and  horses,  and  above  all  the  heavy  artillery,  had 
wedged  the  timbers  so  firmly  in  the  stones  and  earth,  that  it  was 
beyond  their  power  to  dislodge  them.  Still  they  labored  amidst 
a  torrent  of  missiles,  until,  many  of  them  slain,  and  all  wounded, 
they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt. 

The  tidings  soon  spread  from  man  to  man,  and  no  sooner  was 
their  dreadful  import  comprehended,  than  a  cry  of  despair  arose, 
which  for  a  moment  drowned  all  the  noise  of  conflict.  All 
means  of  retreat  were  cut  off.  Scarcely  hope  was  left.  The 
only  hope  was  in  such  desperate  exertions  as  each  could  make  for 
himself.  Order  and  subordination  were  at  an  end.  Intense  danger 
produced  intense  selfishness.  Each  thought  only  of  his  own  life. 
Pressing  forward,  he  trampled  down  the  weak  and  the  wounded, 
heedless  whether  it  were  friend  or  foe.  The  leading  files,  urged 
on  by  the  rear,  were  crowded  on  the  brink  of  the  gulf.  San- 
doval, Ordaz,  and  the  other  cavaliers  dashed  into  the  water. 
Some  succeeded  in  swimming  their  horses  across.  Others  failed, 
and  some,  who  reached  the  opposite  bank,  being  overturned  in 
the  ascent,  rolled  headlong  with  their  steeds  into  the  lake.  The 
infantry  followed  pell-mell,  heaped  promiscuously  on  one  another 
frequently  pierced  by  the  shafts,  or  struck  down  by  the  war-clui)s 
of  the  Aztecs;  while  many  an  unfortunate  victim  was  dragged 
half-stunned  on  board  their  canoes,  to  be  reserved  for  a  pro- 
tracted, but  more  dreadful  death.* 

Th«  carnage  raged  fearfully  along  the  length  of  the  causeway. 

•  Ibid.,  p.  143. — ram.irgo.  Hist,  dc  'i'l.nsc;ila,  MS.  Bcrn.il  Diaz,  Hist  de 
!a  (-oiKiuista,  cap.  128. — Ovicdo,  Hist,  dc  las  Iml,,  MS.,  lib.  33,  ca]i  13, 
47. — Sanagiin.  Hist,  de  Nucva  Kspana,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  24. — Martyr,  1)0 
Orlie  Novo,  dec.  5.  cap.  6. — Herrrra,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  4. 
—Probanza  en  la  Villa  Segura,  MS. 
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Its  shadowy  bulk  presented  a  mark  of  sufficient  distinctness  for 
the  enemy's  missiles,  which  often  prostrated  their  own  country- 
men in  the  blind  fury  of  the  tempest.  Those  nearest  the  dike 
running  their  canoes  alongside,  with  a  force  that  shattered  them 
to  pieces,  leaped  on  the  land,  and  grappled  with  the  Christians, 
until  both  came  rolling  down  the  side  of  the  causeway  together. 
But  the  Aztec  fell  among  his  friends,  while  his  antagonist  was 
borne  away  in  triumph  to  the  sacrifice.  The  struggle  was  long 
and  deadly.  The  Mexicans  were  recognized  by  their  white  cot- 
ton tunics,  which  showed  faint  through  the  darkness.  Above 
the  combatants  arose  a  wild  and  discordant  clamor,  in  which 
horrid  shouts  of  vengeance  were  mingled  with  groans  of  agony, 
with  invocations  of  the  saints  and  the  blessed  Virgin,  and  with 
screams  of  women ;  "^^  for  there  were  several  women,  both  natives 
and  Spaniards,  who  had  accompanied  the  Christian  camp. 
Among  these,  one  named  Maria  de  Estrada  is  particularly 
noticed  for  the  courage  she  displayed,  battling  with  broadsword 
and  target  like  the  stanchest  of  the  warriors.^^ 

The  opening  in  the  causeway,  meanwhile,  was  filled  up  with 
the  wreck  of  matter  which  had  been  forced  into  it,  ammunition- 
wagons,  heavy  guns,  bales  of  rich  stuffs  scattered  over  the 
waters,  chests  of  solid  ingots,  and  bodies  of  men  and  horses,  till 
over  this  dismal  ruin  a  passage  was  gradually  formed,  by  which 
those  in  the  rear  were  enabled  to  clamber  to  the  other  side.^ 
Cortes,  it  is  said,  found  a  place  that  was  fordable,  where  halting, 
with  the  water  up  to  his  saddle-girths,  he  endeavored  to  check 
the  confusion,  and  lead  his  followers  by  a  safer  path  to  the  op- 
posite bank.  But  his  voice  was  lost  in  the  wild  uproar,  and 
finally,  hurrying  on  with  the  tide,  he  pressed  forward  with  a 

10  «<  Pues  la  grita,  y  lloros,  y  lastimas  q  dezia  demadando  socorro  :  Ayu- 
dadme,  q  me  ahogo,  otros  :  Socorredme,  q  me  mata,  otros  demadando  ayuda 
a  N.  Senora  Santa  Maria,  y  a  Senor  Santiago."  Bernal  Diaz,  Ibid.,  cap.  128. 

11  '*  Y  asimismo  se  mostro  mui  valerosa  en  este  aprieto,  y  conflicto  Maria 
de  Estrada,  la  qual  convna  Espada,  y  vna  Rodela  en  las  Manos,  higo  hechos 
maravillosos  y  se  antraba  por  los  Enemigos  con  tanto  corage,  y  animo,  como 
si  fuera  vno  de  los  mas  valientes  Hombres  de  el  Mundo,  olvidada  de  que  era 

Muger Caso  esta  Senora  con  Pedro  Sanchez  Farfan,  y  dieronle  en 

Encomienda  el  Pueblo  de  Tetela."    Torquemada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap. 
72. 

12  Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS.'— Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista, 
cap.  128. 

"Por  la  gran  priesa  que  daban  de  ambas  partes  de  el  camino,  comenzaron 
a  caer  en  aquel  foso,  y  cayeron  juntos,  que  de  Espanoles,  que  de  Indies  y 
de  caballos,  y  de  cargas,  el  foso  se  hincho  hasta  arriba,  cayendo  los  unos 
sobre  los  otros,  y  los  otro  sobre  los  otros,  de  manera  que  todos  los  del  ba- 
gage  quedaron  alii  ahogados,  y  los  de  la  retaguardia  pasaron  sobre  los 
muertos.*'     Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Espana,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  24. 
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few  trusty  cavaliers,  who  remained  near  his  person,  to  the  van  ; 
but  not  before  he  had  seen  his  favorite  page,  Juan  de  Salazar, 
struck  down,  a  corpse,  by  his  side.  Here  he  found  Sandoval 
and  his  companions,  halting  before  the  third  and  last  breach, 
endeavoring  to  cheer  on  their  followers  to  surmount  it.  But 
their  resolution  faltered.  It  was  wide  and  deep  ;  though  the 
passage  was  not  so  closely  beset  by  the  enemy  as  the  preceding 
ones.  The  cavaliers  again  set  the  example  by  plunging  into  the 
water.  Horse  and  foot  followed  as  they  could,  some  swimming, 
others  with  dying  grasp  clinging  to  the  manes  and  tails  of  the 
struggling  animals.  Those  fared  best,  as  the  general  had  pre- 
dicted, who  travelled  lightest;  and  many  were  the  unfortunate 
wretches,  who,  weighed  down  by  the  fatal  gold  which  they  loved 
so  well,  were  buried  with  it  in  the  salt  floods  of  the  lake.^ 
Cortes,  with  his  gallant  comrades.  Olid,  Morla,  Sandoval,  and 
some  few  others,  still  kept  in  the  advance,  leading  his  broken  rem- 
nant off  the  fatal  causeway.  The  din  of  battle  lessened  in  the 
distance  ;  when  the  rumor  reached  them,  that  the  rear-guard 
would  be  wholly  overwhelmed  without  speedy  relief.  It  seemed 
almost  an  act  of  desperation  ;  but  the  generous  hearts  of  the 
Spanish  cavaliers  did  not  stop  to  calculate  danger,  when  theory 
for  succor  reached  them.  Turning  their  horses'  bridles,  they 
galloped  back  to  the  theatre  of  action,  worked  their  way  through 
the  press,  swam  the  canal,  and  placed  themselves  in  the  thick  of 
the  meUe  on  the  opposite  bank.^* 

The  first  gray  of  the  morning  was  now  coming  over  the  waters. 
It  showed  the  hideous  confusion  of  the  scene  which  had  been 
shrouded  in  the  obscurity  of  night.  The  dark  masses  of  com- 
batants, stretching  along  the  dike,  were  seen  struggling  for 
mastery,  until  the  very  causeway  on  which  they  stood  appeared 
to  tremble,  and  reel  to  and  fro,  as  if  shaken  by  an  earthquake  ; 
while  the  bosom  of  the  lake,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  was 
darkened  by  canoes  crowded  with  warriors,  whose  spears  and 
bludgeons,  armed  with  blades  of  "  volcanic  glass,"  gleamed  in 
the  morning  light. 

The  cavaliers  found  Alvarado  unhorsed,  and  defending  himself 
with  a  poor  handful  of  followers  against  an  overwhelming  tide 
of  the  enemy.     His  good  steed,  which  had  borne  him  through 

"  "  E  los  que  habian  ivl^  con  Narvacz  arrojaronsc  en  la  sala,  i  cargironsc 
de  aciucl  oro  c  plata  quanto  .iudicron  ;  pcro  los  menus  lo  gozaron,  porquc 
la  carga  no  los  dcxah.i  pclcar,  e  los  Indies  los  tomahan  vivos  cargados  ;  0  a 
otros  llcvaban  arrastrando,  e  A  otros  niatal)an  alii;  K  asi  no  so  salv.iron  sino 
los  dcsocupadosc  (juc  iban  en  la  dclantera."  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS., 
lib.  1,-t^,  cap.  47. 

"  Ilcrrera,  Hist.  (Icncral,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  11.— Oviedo,  Hist,  de  Ins 
Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  ^t^^  cap.  13,  —  Bcrnal  Diaz,  Hist,  dc  la  Concjuista,  cap.  \z'6. 
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many  a  hard  fight,  had  fallen  under  him.^^  He  was  himself 
wounded  in  several  places,  and  was  striving  in  vain  to  rally  his 
scattered  column,  which  was  driven  to  the  verge  of  the  canal  by 
the  fury  of  the  enemy,  then  in  possession  of  the  whole  rear  of 
the  causeway,  where  they  were  reinforced  every  hour  by  fresh 
combatants  from  the  city.  The  artillery  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  engagement  had  not  been  idle,  and  its  iron  shower,  sweeping 
along  the  dike,  had  mowed  down  the  assailants  by  hundreds. 
But  nothing  could  resist  their  impetuosity.  The  front  ranks, 
pushed  on  by  those  behind,  were  at  length  forced  up  to  the 
pieces,  and,  pouring  over  them  like  a  torrent,  overthrew  men 
and  guns  in  one  general  ruin.  The  resolute  charge  of  the  Span- 
ish cavaliers,  who  had  now  arrived,  created  a  temporary  check, 
and  gave  time  for  their  countrymen  to  make  a  feeble  rally.  But 
they  were  speedily  borne  down  by  the  returning  flood.  Cortes 
and  his  companions  were  compelled  to  plunge  again  into  the 
lake, — though  all  did  not  escape.  Alvarado  stood  on  the  brink 
for  a  moment,  hesitating  what  to  do.  Unhorsed  as  he  was,  to 
throw  himself  into  the  water,  in  the  face  of  the  hostile  canoes 
that  now  swarmed  around  the  opening,  afforded  but  a  desperate 
chance  of  safety.  He  had  but  a  second  for  thought.  He  was  a 
man  of  powerful  frame,  and  despair  gave  him  unnatural  energy. 
Setting  his  long  lance  firmly  on  the  wreck  which  strewed  the 
bottom  of  the  lake,  he  sprung  forward  with  all  his  might,  and 
cleared  the  wide  gap  at  a  leap !  Aztecs  and  Tlascalans  gazed 
in  stupid  amazement,  exclaiming,  as  they  beheld  the  incredible 
feat,  "This  is  truly  the  Tofiatiuh,'^ih&  child  of  the  Sun  1  "  ^^— 
The  breadth  of  the  opening  is  not  given.  But  it  was  so  great, 
that  the  valorous  captain  Diaz,  who  well  remembered  the  place  ♦ 
says   the   leap  was  impossible  to  any  man."     Other  contempo- 

"^  '*  Luego  encontraron  con  Pedro  de  Alvarado  bien  herido  con  vna  lan9a 
en  la  mano  a  pie,  que  la  yegua  ala9ana  ya  se  la  auianmuerto."  Bernal  Diaz, 
Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  128. 

16  "  Y  los  amigos  vista  tan  gran  hazafia  quedaron  maravillados,  y  al  in- 
stante  que  esto  vieron  se  arrojaron  por  el  suelo  postrados  per  tierra  en  senal 
de  hecho  tan  heroico,  espantable  y  raro,  que  ellos  no  habian  visto  hacer  a 
ningun  hombre,  y  ansi  adoraron  al  Sol,  comiendo  punados  de  tierra,  arran- 
cando  yervas  del  campo,  diciendo  a  grandes  voces,  verdaderamente  que  este 
homhxt  ts  hijo del  Sol :*  (Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS.)  This  writer 
consulted  the  process  instituted  by  Alvarado's  heirs,  in  which  they_  set  forth 
the  merits  of  their  ancestor,  as  attested  by  the  most  valorous  captains  of  the 
Tlascalan  nation,  present  at  the  Conquest.  It  may  be  that  the  famous  ieap 
was  among  these  "  merits,"  of  which  the  historian  speaks.  M.  de  Humboldt, 
citing  Camargo,  so  considers  it.  (Essai  Politique,  torn.  II.  p.  75.)  This 
would  do  more  than  anything  else  to  establish  the  fact.  But  Camargo's  lan- 
guage does  not  seem  to  me  necessarily  to  warrant  the  inference. 

"  "  Se  llama  aora  la  puente  del  salto  de  Alvarado:  y  platicauamos  muchos 
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raries,  however,  do  not  discredit  the  story.^  It  was,  beyond 
doubt,  matter  of  popular  behef  at  the  time  ;  it  is  to  this  day 
famiharly  known  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  capital ;  and  the 
name  of  the  Salto  de  Alvarado,  "  Alvarado's  Leap,"  given  to  the 
spot,  still  commemorates  an  exploit  which  rivalled  those  of  the 
demigods  of  Grecian  fable. ^* 

Cortes  and  his  companions  now  rode  forward  to  the  front, 
where  the  troops,  in  a  loose,  disorderly  manner,  were  marching 
off  the  fatal  causeway.  A  few  only  of  the  enemy  hung  on  their 
rear,  or  annoyed  them  by  occasional  flights  of  arrows  from  the 
lake.  The  attention  of  the  Aztecs  was  diverted  by  the  rich  spoil 
that  strewed  the  battle-ground  ;  fortunately  for  the  Spaniards, 
who,  had  their  enemy  pursued  with  the  same  ferocity  with  which 
he  had  (ought,  would,  in  their  crippled  condition,  have  been  cut 
off,  probably,  to  a  man.  But  little  molested,  therefore,  they  were 
allowed  to  defile  through  the  adjacent  village,  or  suburbs,  it 
might  be  called,  of  Popotla.'-^ 

The  Spanish  commander  there  dismounted  from  his  jaded 
steed,  and,  sitting  down  on  the  steps  of  an  Indian  temple,  gazed 
mournfully  on  the  broken  files  as  they  passed  before  him.  What 
a  spectacle  did  they  present  1  The  cavalry,  most  of  them  dis- 
mounted, were  mingled  with  the  infantry,  who  dragged  their 
feeble  limbs  along  with  difficulty  ;  their  shattered  mail  and  tat- 
tered garments  dripping  with  the  salt  ooze,  showing  through 
their  rents  many  a  bruise  and  ghastly  wound  ;  their  bright  arms 
soiled,  their  proud  crests  and  banners  gone,  the  baggage,  artil- 
lery, all,  in  short,  that  constitutes  the  pride  and  panoply  of  glori- 

soldados  sobre  ello,  y  no  hallavamos  razon,  no  soltura  de  vn  hombre  que  tal 
saltassc."     Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  128. 

^^  Goiuara,  Cronica,  cap.  109. — Cainargo,  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Ovicdo, 
Ilist.  de  las  Ind.,  MS,,  lib.  13,  cap.  47, — "Which  last  author,  however, 
frankly  says,  that  many,  who  had  seen  the  place,  declared  it  seemed  to  them 
impossible.  **  Fu^  tan  cstremado  de  grande  el  salto,  quo  a  nuichos  ht)n)bre» 
que  ban  visto  aqiiello,  nc  oido  dccir  ([ue  i^arece  cosa  imi)ossible  habcrlo  po- 
dido  saltar  ninguuo  hombre  humano.  En  fin  ^1  lo  salto  e  gan6  por  cllo  la 
vida,  e  ])erdicronla  muchos  que  atras  quedaban.'* 

*  The  spot  is  pointed  out  to  every  traveller.  It  is  where  a  ditch,  of  no 
great  width,  is  traversed  by  a  small  bridge  not  far  from  the  western  extremity 
of  the  Alameda.  As  the  plat^  received  its  name  in  .Alvarado's  time,  this 
story  could  scarcely  have  been  discotintenanced  bv  him.  Put,  siiirr  the 
length  of  the  leaj),  strange  to  say,  is  nowhere  given,  the  reader  can  have  no 
means  of  passing  his  own  judgnient  on  its  probability. 

*'  "  Fue  Dios  servido  de  que  los  Mejicanos  se  ocupasen  en  recojer  lai 
despojos  de  los  muertos,  y  bis  riqueras  de  oro  y  pie<lras  que  Ilevaba  el  bagagc, 
y  de  sacar  los  muertos  de  aquci  accquia,  v  h.  los  caballos  y  otros  iK-sdas.  Y 
por  esto  no  siguie'ron  el  alcanze,  y  los  FspaHolcs  pudicron  ir  poro  .'i  poc<»  por 
■u  camino  sin  tencr  mucha  molestiadccncmigot."  Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nucvm 
Espafia,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  25. 
Vol.  *i  Mi\\iC(»  T) 
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ous  war,  forever  lost.  Cortes,  as  he  looked  wistfully  on  their 
thinned  and  disordered  ranks,  sought  in  vain  for  many  a  familiar 
face,  and  missed  more  than  one  dear  companion  who  had  stood 
side  by  side  with  him  through  all  the  perils  of  the  Conquest. 
Though  accustomed  to  control  his  emotions,  or,  at  least,  to  con- 
ceal them,  the  sight  was  too  much  for  him.  He  covered  his  face 
with  his  hands,  and  the  tears,  which  trickled  down  revealed  too 
plainly  the  anguish  of  his  soul.^ 

He  found  some  consolation,  however,  in  the  sight  of  several 
of  the  cavaliers  on  whom  he  most  relied.  Alvarado,  Sandoval, 
Olid,  Ordaz,  Avila,  were  yet  safe.  He  had  the  inexpressible  sat- 
isfaction, also,  of  learning  the  safety  of  the  Indian  interpreter, 
Marina,  so  dear  to  him,  and  so  important  to  the  army.  She  had 
been  committed,  with  a  daughter  of  a  Tlascalan  chief,  to  several 
of  that  nation.  She  was  fortunately  placed  in  the  van,  and  her 
faithful  escort  had  carried  her  securely  through  all  the  dangers 
of  the  night.  Aguilar,  the  other  interpreter,  had  also  escaped. 
And  it  was  with  no  less  satisfaction,  that  Cortes  learned  the 
safety  of  the  ship-builder,  Martin  Lopez.^  The  general's  solici- 
tude for  the  fate  of  this  man,  so  indispensable,  as  he  proved,  to 
the  success  of  his  subsequent  operations,  showed,  that,  amidst 
all  his  affliction,  his  indomitable  spirit  was  looking  forward  to 
the  hour  of  vengeance. 

Meanwhile,  the  advancing  column  had  reached  the  neighbor- 
ing city  of  Tlacopan,  (Tacuba,)  once  the  capital  of  an  independent 
principality.  There  it  halted  in  the  great  street,  as  if  bewildered 
and  altogether  uncertain  what  course  to  take ;  like  a  herd  of 
panic-struck  deer,  who,  flying  from  the  hunters,  with  the  cry  of 
hound  and  horn  still  ringing  in  their  ears,  look  wildly  around  for 
some  glen  or  copse  in  which  to  plunge  for  concealment. 
Cortes,  who  had  hastily  mounted  and  rode  on  to  the  front  again, 
saw  the  danger  of  remaining  in  a  populous  place,  where  the 
inhabitants  might  sorely  annoy  the  troops  from  the  azoteas^ 
with  little  risk  to  themselves.  Pushing  forward,  therefore,  he 
soon  led  them  into  the  country.  There  he  endeavored  to  reform 
his  disorganized  battalions,  and  bring  them  to  something  like 
order.^ 

21  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  47. — Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist, 
Chicb.,  MS.,  cap.  89.  —  Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  109. 

22  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  12. 

28  "Tacuba,"  says  that  interesting  traveller,  Latrobe,  "  lies  near  the  foot 
of  the  hills,  and  is  at  the  present  day  chiefly  noted  for  the  large  and  noble 
church  which  was  erected  there  by  Cortes.  And  hard  by,  you  trace  the  lines 
of  a  Spanish  encampment.  I  do  not  hazard  the  opinion,  but  it  might  appear 
by  the  coincidence,  that  this  was  the  verv  position  chosen  by  Cortes  for  his  in- 
trenchment,  after  the  retrea*:  vasX  mentioned,  and  before  he  commenced  his 
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Hard  by,  at  no  great  distance  on  the  left,  rose  an  eminence, 
looking  towards  a  chain  of  mountains  which  fences  in  the 
Valley  on  the  west.  It  was  called  the  Hill  of  Otoncalpolco,  and 
sometimes  the  Hill  of  Montezuma.^  It  was  crowned  with  an 
Indian  teocalli^  with  its  large  outworks  of  stone  covering  an 
ample  space,  and  by  its  strong  position,  which  commanded  the 
neighboring  plain,  promised  a  good  place  of  refuge  for  the  ex- 
hausted troops.  But  the  men,  disheartened  and  stupefied  by 
their  late  reverses,  seemed  for  the  moment  incapable  of  further 
exertion  ;  and  the  place  was  held  by  a  body  of  armed  Indians. 
Cortes  saw  the  necessity  of  dislodging  them,  if  he  would  save 
the  remains  of  his  army  from  entire  destruction.  The  event 
showed  he  still  held  a  control  over  their  wills  stronger  than 
circumstances  themselves.  Cheering  them  on,  and  supported 
by  his  gallant  cavaliers,  he  succeeded  in  infusing  into  the  most 
sluggish  something  of  his  own  intrepid  temper,  and  led  them  up 
the  ascent  in  face  of  the  enemy.  But  the  latter  made  slight  re- 
sistance, and,  after  a  few  feeble  volleys  of  missiles  which  did 
little  injury,  left  the  ground  to  the  assailants. 

It  was  covered  by  a  building  of  considerable  size,  and  fur- 
nished ample  accommodations  for  the  diminished  numbers  of 
the  Spaniards.  They  found  there  some  provisions  ;  and  more, 
it  is  said,  were  brought  to  them,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  from 
some  friendly  Otomie  villages  in  the  neighborhood.  There  was, 
also,  a  quantity  of  fuel  in  the  courts,  destined  to  the  uses  of  the 
temple.  With  this  they  made  fires  to  dry  their  drenched  gar- 
ments, and  busily  employed  themselves  in  dressing  one  another's 
wounds,  stiff  and  extremely  painful  from  exposure  and  long 
exertion.  Thus  refreshed,  the  weary  soldiers  threw  themselves 
down  on  the  fioor  and  courts  of  the  temple,  and  soon  found  the 
temporary  oblivion, — which  Nature  seldom  denies  even  in  the 
greatest  extremity  of  suffering.* 

There  was  one  eye  in  that  assembly,  however,  which  we  may 
well  believe  did  not  so  speedily  close.  For  what  agitating 
thoughts  must  have  crowded  on  the  mind  of  their  commander, 
as  he  beheld  his  poor  remnant  of  followers  thus  huddled  together 
in  this  miserable  bivouac!  And  this  was  all  that  survived  of 
the  brilliant  array  with    which  but    a  few   weeks   since    he  had 

painful  route  tow.irds  Otnmh.i."  (KaniMrrin  Mexico,  letter  5.)  It  isrvidcnt 
from  our  text,  that  (!ort^h  could  have  thrown  up  no  intrcnchnicat  hcic,  at 
least  ou  his  retreat  from  the  capital. 

**  Lorcnzana,  Viajje,  u  xiii. 

*•  Sahapun,  Hist,  dc  Nueva  KspaRa  MS.,  lib,  12,  can.  24. — Bcrnal  Diax, 
Hist,  fic  la  <'onfiui'^ta,  cap.  128. — Ctmargo,  llisl  de 'I lascala,  MS. — Ixlil* 
lochitl.  I  list.  Chiciu,  MS.,  cap.  89^ 
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entered  the  capital  of  Mexico  !  Where  now  were  his  dreams  of 
conquest  and  empire  ?  And  what  was  he  but  a  luckless  ad» 
venturer,  at  whom  the  finger  of  scorn  would  be  uplifted  as  a 
madman  ?  Whichever  way  he  turned,  the  horizon  was  almost 
equally  gloomy,  with  scarcely  one  light  spot  to  cheer  him.  He 
had  still  a  weary  journey  before  him,  through  perilous  and  un- 
known paths,  with  guides  of  whose  fidelity  he  could  not  be 
assured.  And  how  could  he  rely  on  his  reception  at  Tlascala, 
the  placje  of  his  destination,  the  land  of  his  ancient  enemies  ; 
where,  formerly  as  a  foe,  and  now  as  a  friend,  he  had  brought 
desolation  to  every  family  within  its  borders  ? 

Yet  these  agitating  and  gloomy  reflections,  which  might  have 
crushed  a  common  mind,  had  no  power  over  that  of  Cortes ; 
or  rather,  they  only  served  to  renew  his  energies,  and  quicken 
his  perceptions,  as  the  war  of  the  elements  purifies  and  gives 
elasticity  to  the  atmosphere.  He  looked  with  an  unblenching 
eye  on  his  past  reverses  ;  but,  confident  in  his  own  resources, 
he  saw  a  light  through  the  gloom  which  others  could  not.  Even 
in  the  shattered  relics  which  lay  around  him,  resembling  in  their 
haggard  aspect  and  wild  attire  a  horde  of  famished  outlaws,  he 
discerned  the  materials  out  of  which  to  reconstruct  his  ruined 
fortunes.  In  the  very  hour  of  discomfiture  and  general  despon- 
dency, there  is  no  doubt  that  his  heroic  spirit  was  meditating 
the  plan  of  operations  which  he  afterwards  pursued  with  such 
dauntless  constancy. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  Spaniards  on  this  fatal  night,  like 
every  other  event  in  the  history  of  the  Conquest,  is  reported 
with  the  greatest  discrepancy.  If  we  believe  Cortes '  own  letter, 
it  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  and  two 
thousand  Indians.  But  the  general's  bulletins,  while  they  do 
full  justice  to  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  and  the  importance 
of  the  results,  are  less  scrupulous  in  stating  the  extent  either  of 
his  means  or  of  his  losses.  Thoan  Cano,  one  of  the  cavaliers 
present,  estimates  the  slain  at  eleven  hundred  and  seventy 
Spaniards,  and  eight  thousand  allies.  But  this  is  a  greater 
number  than  we  have  allowed  for  the  whole  army.  Perhaps  we 
may  come  nearest  the  truth  by  taking  the  computation  of 
Gomara,  who  was  the  chaplain  of  Cortes,  and  who  had  free 
access,  doubtless,  not  only  to  the  general's  papers,  but  to  other 
authentic  sources  of  information.  According  to  him,  the  num- 
ber of  Christians  killed  and  missing  was  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  that  of  natives  four  thousand.  This,  with  the  loss  sustained 
in  the  conflict  of  the  previous  week,  may  have  reduced  the 
former  to  something  more  than  a  third,  and  the  latter  to  a 
fourth,  or,  perhaps,  fifth,  of   the  original  force  with  which  they 
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entered  the  capital.*  The  brunt  of  the  action  fell  on  the  rear* 
guard,  few  of  whom  escaped.  It  was  formed  chiefly  of  the 
soldiers  of  Narvaez,  who  fell  the  victims,  in  some  measure,  of 
their  cupidity.^  Forty-six  of  the  cavalry  were  cut  off,  which 
with  previous  losses  reduced  the  number  in  this  branch  of  the 
service  to  twenty-three,  and  some  of  these  in  very  poor  condi- 
tion. The  greater  part  of  the  treasure,  the  baggage,  the 
general's  papers,  including  his  accounts,  and  a  minute  diary 
of  transactions  since  leaving  Cuba, — which,  to  posierity,  at 
least,  would  have  been  of  more  worth  than  the  gold, — had  been 
swallowed  up  by  the  waters.^  The  ammunition,  the  beautiful 
little  train  of  artillery,  with  which  Cortes  had  entered  the  city, 
were  all  gone.  Not  a  musket  even  remained,  the  men  having 
thrown  them  away,  eager  to  disencumber  themselves  of  all  that 
might  retard    their  escape   on  that  disastrous    night.     Nothing, 

^^^  The  table  below  may  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  tlie  discrepancies  in 
numerical  estimates, even  among  eyewitnesses,  and  writers  who.  having  j^cccss 
to  the  actors,  are  nearly  of  equal  authority. 

Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  145,  150     Spaniards,    2000  Indians  killed  and  missing. 

Cano,  ap.  Oviedo,  lib  33,  cap.  54,  1170  "  8000  *'  " 


2000 


Probanza,  &c.,  200 

Oviedo,  Hist  de  las  Ind.  Jib.  33, cap.  13,  150  "  2000 

Camargo,  450  '*  4cxx) 

Gomara,  cap.  log,  450 


4000 


Ixtlilxochiti,  Hist.  Chich,  cap.  450  "  4000 

Sahagun,  lib.  12,  cap.  24,  300 


2tKX) 


Herrera,  dec.  a,  lib.  10,  cap.  12,  150  '*  40x30  "  "  " 

Bernal  Diaz  does  not  take  the  trouble  to  agree  with  himself.  After  stating 
that  the  rear,  on  which  the  lo.ss  fell  heaviest,  consisted  of  120  nun,  he  adds, 
in  the  same  paragraph,  that  i  co  of  these  were  slain,  which  number  swells  to 
200  in  a  few  lines  further  I  Falstaff's  men  in  buckram  I  See  Hist,  de  la 
Con(|uista,  cap.  128. 

Cano's  estimate  embraces,  it  is  true,  those — but  their  number  was  compara- 
tively small — who  perished  subse(iuently  on  the  march.  The  same  authority 
states,  that  270  of  the  garrison,  ignorant  of  the  proposed  departure  of  their 
countrymen,  were  jjcrfidiously  left  in  the  palace  of  A.xayacatI,  where  they 
surrendered  on  terms,  but  were  subsequentlv  all  sacrificed  by  the  Aztecs  I 
(Sec  Appendix^Part  2,  No.  11.)  The  improbability  of  the  monstrous  story,  by 
which  the  army  with  all  its  etjuipage  could  leave  the  citadel  without  the 
knowledge  of  so  many  of  their  comrades, — and  this  be  i>cfmittcd,  too,  at  a 
juncture,  which  made  every  man's  cooperation  so  important, — is  too  obvious 
to  require  refutation.  Herrera  records,  what  is  much  more  probable,  that 
Cortes  gave  particular  orders  to  the  captain,  Ojcda,  to  sec  that  none  of  the 
sleeping  or  wounded  should,  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment,  be  overlooked  in 
their  quarters.  Ilist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  11. 

'^  "  Puo«  de  los  de  IsTarvacz,  todos  los  mas  en  l.as  puentes  queddron,  c.u- 
gados  de  oro,"     Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  128. 

^  According  to  Diaz,  part  of  the  gold  intrusted  to  the  Tlascalan  convoy 
was  preserved.  (Hist,  de  la  C'oncpiista,  cap.  136.)  From  the  document 
already  cited, — Probanza  dc  Villa  Scgura,  MS., — it  appears,  that  it  was  a 
Castilian  guard  who  had  charge  of  it. 
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in  short,  of  their  military  apparatus  was  left,  but  their  swords, 
their  crippled  cavalry,  and  a  few  damaged  crossbows,  to  assert 
the  superiority  of  the  European  over  the  barbarian. 

The  prisoners,  including,  as  already  noticed,  the  children  of 
Montezuma  and  the  cacique  of  Tezcuco,  all  perished  by  the 
hands  of  their  ignorant  countrymen,  it  is  said,  in  the  indiscrim- 
inate fury  of  the  assault.  There  were,  also,  some  persons  of  con- 
sideration among  the  Spaniards,  whose  names  were  inscribed  on 
the  same  bloody  roll  of  slaughter.  Such  was  Francisco  de  Morla, 
who  fell  by  the  side  of  Cortes,  on  returning  with  him  to  the  res- 
cue. But  the  greatest  loss  was  that  of  Juan  Velasquez  de  Leon, 
who,  with  Alvarado,  had  command  of  the  rear.  It  was  the  post 
of  danger  on  that  night,  and  he  fell,  bravely  defending  it,  at  an 
early  part  of  the  retreat.  He  was  an  excellent  officer,  possessed 
of  many  knightly  qualities,  though  somewhat  haughty  in  his 
bearing,  being  one  of  the  best  connected  cavaliers  in  the  army. 
The  near  relation  of  the  governor  of  Cuba,  he  looked  coldly,  at 
first,  on  the  pretensions  of  the  Cortes  ;  but  whether  from  a  con- 
viction that  the  latter  had  been  wronged,  or  from  personal  pref- 
erence, he  afterwards  attached  himself  zealously  to  his  leader's 
interests.  The  general  requited  this  with  a  generous  confidence, 
assigning  him,  as  we  have  seen,  a  separate  and  independent 
command,  where  misconduct,  or  even  a  mistake,  would  have  been 
fatal  to  the  expedition.  Velasquez  proved  himself  worthy  of  the 
trust  ;  and  there  was  no  cavalier  in  the  army,  with  the  exception, 
perhaps,  of  Sandoval  and  Alvarado,  whose  loss  would  have  been 
so  deeply  deplored  by  the  commander. — Such  were  the  disas- 
trous results  of  this  terrible  passage  of  the  causeway  ;  more 
disastrous  than  those  occasioned  by  any  other  reverse  which  has 
stained  the  Spanish  arms  in  the  New  World  ;  and  which  have 
branded  the  night  on  which  it  happened,  in  the  national  annals, 
with  the  name  of  the  noche  triste^  "  the  sad  or  melancholy 
night."  29 

29  Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  109.  — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33, 
cap.  13. — Probanza  en  la  Villa  Segura,  MS. — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Con- 
quista,  cap.  128. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Retreat  of   the    Spaniards. — Distresses   of   the   Army.— 
Pyramids  of  Teotihuacan. — Great  Batile  of 

Otumba. 

1520. 

The  Mexicans,  during  the  day  which  followed  the  retreat  of 
the  Spaniards,  remained,  for  the  most  part,  quiet  in  their  own 
capital,  where  they  found  occupation  in  cleansing  the  streets  and 
causeways  from  the  dead,  which  lay  festering  in  heaps  that  might 
have  bred  a  pestilence.  They  may  have  been  employed,  also, 
in  paying  the  last  honors  to  such  of  their  warriors  as  had  fallen, 
solemnizing  the  funeral  rights  by  the  sacrifice  of  their  wretched 
prisoners,  who,  as  they  contemplated  their  own  destiny,  may 
well  have  envied  the  fate  of  their  companions  who  left  their 
bones  on  the  battle-field.  It  was  most  fortunate  for  the  Span- 
iards, in  their  extremity,  that  they  had  this  breathing-time  allow- 
ed them  by  the  enemy.  But  Cortds  knew  that  he  could  not 
calculate  on  its  continuance,  and,  feeling  how  important  it  was 
to  get  the  start  of  his  vigilant  foe,  he  ordered  his  troops  to  be  in 
readiness  to  resume  their  march  by  midnight.  Fires  were  left 
burning,  the  better  to  deceive  the  enemy;  and  at  the  appointed 
hour,  the  little  army,  without  sound  of  drum  or  trumpet,  but 
with  renewed  spirits,  sallied  forth  from  the  gates  of  the  teocalli^ 
within  whose  hospitable  walls  they  had  found  such  seasonable 
succor.  The  place  is  now  indicated  by  a  Christian  church 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  under  the  title  of  Nuestra  Sehora 
de  los  Remedios  whose  miraculous  image — the  very  same, 
//  is  said^  brought  over  by  the  followers  of  Cortes' — still  ex- 
tends her  beneficent  sway  over  the  neighboring  capital  ;  and 
the  traveller,  who  pauses  witliin  the  precincts  of  the  con- 
secrated fane,  may  feel  that  he  is  standing  on  the  spot  made 
memorable  by  the  refuge  it  afforded  to  the  Conquerors  in 
the  hour  of  their  deepest  despondency.* 

*  Lorenzana,  Vi.ige,  p.  xiii. 

^  The  last  instance,  I  believe,  of  the  direct  interposition  of  the  Virgin  in 
behalf  of  the  metropolis  was  in  1833,  when  she  was  brought   into  the  ciiy  to 
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It  was  arranged  that  the  sick  and  wounded  should  occupy  the 
centre,  transported  on  litters,  or  on  the  backs  of  the  iemanes, 
while  those  who  were  strong  enough  to  keep  their  seats  should 
mount  behind  the  cavalry.  The  able-bodied  soldiers  were  or- 
dered to  the  front  and  rear,  while  others  protected  the  flanks, 
thus  affording  all  the  security  possible  to  the  invalids. 

The  retreating  army  held  on  its  way  unmolested  under  cover 
of  the  darkness.  But,  as  morning  dawned,  they  beheld  par- 
ties of  the  natives  moving  over  the  heights,  or  hanging  at  a  dis- 
tance, like  a  cloud  of  locusts,  on  their  rear.  They  did  not  be- 
long to  the  capital  ;  but  were  gathered  from  the  neighboring 
country,  where  the  tidings  of  their  rout  had  already  penetrated. 
The  charm,  which  had  hitherto  covered  the  white  men,  was 
gone.     The  dread  Teules  were  no  longer  invincible.^ 

The  Spaniards,  under  the  conduct  of  their  Tlascalan  guides, 
took  a  circuitous  route  to  the  north,  passing  through  Quauhti- 
tlan,  and  round  lake  Tzompanco,  (Zumpango,)  thus  lengthening 
their  march,  but  keeping  at  a  distance  from  the  capital.  From 
the  eminences,  as  they  passed  along,  the  Indians  rolled  down 
heavy  stones,  mingled  with  volleys  of  darts  and  arrows,  on  the 
heads  of  the  soldiers.  Some  were  even  bold  enough  to  de- 
scend into  the  plain  and  assault  the  extremities  of  the  column. 
But  they  were  soon  beaten  off  by  the  horse,  and  compelled  to 
take  refuge  among  the  hills,  where  the  ground  was  too  rough 
for  the  rider  to  follow.  Indeed,  the  Spaniards  did  not  care  to 
do  so,  their  object  being  rather  to  fly  than  to  fight. 

In  this  way  they  slowly  advanced,  halting  at  intervals  to  drive 
off  their  assailants  when  they  became  too  importunate,  and 
greatly  distressed  by  their  missiles  and  their  desultory  attacks. 

avert  the  cholera.  She  refused  to  pass  the  night  in  town,  however,  but  was 
found  the  next  morning  in  her  own  sanctuary  at  los  Remedios,  showing,  by 
the  mud  with  which  she  was  plentifully  bespattered,  that  she  must  have  per- 
formed the  distance — several  leagues — through  the  miry  ways  on  foot !  See 
Latrobe,  Rambler  in  Mexico,  letter  5. 

^  The  epithet  by  which,  according  to  Diaz,  the  Castilians  were  constantly 
addressed  by  the  natives  ;  and  which — whether  correctly  or  not — he  inter- 
prets into  ^<?^j',  or  c//z^/«^  beings.     (See   Hist,   de  la  Conquista,   cap.  485  «i 
alibi.)     One  of  the  stanzas  of  Ercilla  intimates  the  existence  of  a  similar  de^ 
usion  among  the  South  American  Indians, — and  a  similar  cure  of  it. 

*'  Por  dioses,  como  dixe,  eran  tenidos 
de  los  Indios  los  muestros  ;  pero  oli^ron 
que  de  muger  y  hombre  eran  nacidos, 
y  todas  sus  flaquezas  entendieron 
vi^n^olos  d  miserias  sometidos, 
el  error  ignorante  conocieron, 
ardiendo  en  viva  rabia  avergonzados 
por  verse  de  mortales  conquistados." 

La  Araucana,  Parte  i,  Canto •• 


DISTRESSES  OF  THE  ARMY.  iqi 

At  night  the  troops  usually  found  shelter  in  some  town  or  ham- 
let, whence  the  inhabitants,  in  anticipation  of  their  approach, 
had  been  careful  to  carry  off  all  the  provisions.  The  Spaniards 
were  soon  reduced  to  the  greatest  straits  for  subsistence.  Their 
principal  food  was  the  wild  cherry,  which  grew  in  the  woods,  or 
by  the  roadside.  Fortunate  were  they,  if  they  found  a  few  ears 
of  corn  unplucked.  More  frequently  nothing  was  left  but  the 
stalks  ;  and  with  them,  and  the  like  unwholesome  fare,  they 
were  fain  to  supply  the  cravings  of  appetite.  When  a  horse 
happened  to  be  killed,  it  furnished  an  extraordinary  banquet; 
and  Cortes  himself  records  the  fact  of  his  having  made  one  of  a 
party  who  thus  sumptuously  regaled  themselves,  devouring  the 
animal  even  to  his  hide.* 

The  wretched  soldiers,  faint  with  famine  and  fatigue,  were 
sometimes  seen  to  drop  down  lifeless  on  the  road.  Others  loit- 
ered behind,  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  march,  and  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  who  followed  in  the  track  of  the  army  like 
a  flock  of  famished  vultures,  eager  to  pounce  on  the  dying  and 
the  dead.  Others,  again,  who  strayed  too  far,  in  their  eagerness 
to  procure  sustenance,  shared  the  same  fate.  The  number  of 
these,  at  length,  and  the  consciousness  of  the  cruel  lot  for 
which  they  were  reserved,  compelled  Cortes  to  introduce  strict- 
er discipline,  and  to  enforce  it  by  sterner  punishments  than  he 
had  hitherto  done, — though  too  often  ineffectually,  such  was  the 
indifference  to  danger  under  the  overwhelming  pressure  of 
present  calamity. 

In  their  prolonged  distresses,  the  soldiers  ceased  to  set  a 
value  on  those  very  things  for  which  they  had  once  been  con- 
tent to  hazard  life  itself.  More  than  one,  who  had  brought  his 
golden  treasure  safe  through  the  perils  of  the  noc/ie  trisie,  now 
abandoned  it  as  an  intolerable  burden  ;  and  the  rude  Indian 
peasant  gleaned  up,  with  wondering  delight  the  bright  frag^ 
mcnts  of  the  spoils  of  the  capital.'' 

*  Rcl.  ScR.  dc  Cortes,  aj).  Lorcnzana,  p.  147. 

Hunger  furnished  tlicin  a  sauce,  savs  Oviedo,  which  made  their  horse-flesh 
at  relishing  as  the  far-famed  sausages  of  Naples,  the  delicate  kill  of  Avil.i,  or 
the  savory  veal  of  Sar.agossa  I  "Con  la  came  del  cahallo  tuhieron  buen 
pasto,  c  se  consolaron  o  mitigaron  en  parte  su  hanibre,  e  se  lo  comicron  sin 
dexar  cuero,  ni  otra  cosa  d^l  sino  los  hiiesos,  e  las  vnas,  y  el  pelo  ;  c  aun  las 
tripas  no  les  pareci6  de  menos  buen  gusto  que  las  sobreasados  de  NApolcs, 
6  Los  gentiles  cabritos  de  Abila,  6  las  sabrosas  Terneras  de  Zaragosa,  scgun 
la  estrema  necesidad  que  lljvaban  ;  por  <jne  -despues  que  de  la  gran  cil>cl.id 
de  Temixtitan  havian  salido  ninguna  otra  cosa  comieron  sino  mahiz  tost.ulo.e 
cociilo,  6  yervas  del  campo,  y  desto  no  tanfo  quanto  quisirran  6  ovicran 
mciu'ster.  '     Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib    i,\,  rap.  \\ 

^  llerrcra  mentions  one  soldier  who  had  succeeded  in  carrying  off  his  gold 
to  the  value  uf  3,000  casUUanot  across  the  causeway,  and  afterwards  tlung  it 


I03t  EXPULSION  FROM  MEXICO, 

Through  these  weary  days  Cortes  displayed  his  usual  seretv 

ity  and  fortitude.  He  was  ever  in  the  post  of  danger,  freely 
exposing  himself  in  encounters  with  the  enemy  ;  in  one  of  which 
he  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  head,  that  afterwards  gave 
him  much  trouble.®  He  fared  no  better  than  the  humblest  sol- 
dier, and  strove,  by  his  own  cheerful  countenance  and  counsels, 
to  fortify  the  courage  of  those  who  faltered,  assuring  them  that 
their  sufferings  would  soon  be  ended  by  their  arrival  in  the 
hospitable  "  land  of  bread."  ^  His  faithful  officers  cooperated 
with  him  in  these  efforts  ;  and  the  common  file,  indeed,  espe- 
cially his  own  veterans,  must  be  allowed,  for  the  most  part,  to 
have  shown  a  full  measure  of  the  constancy  and  power  of  en- 
durance so  characteristic  of  their  nation, — justifying  the  honest 
boast  of  an  old  chronicler,  "  that  there  were  no  people  so  capa- 
ble of  supporting  hunger  as  the  Spaniards,  and  none  of  them 
who  were  ever  more  severely  tried  than  the  soldiers  of  Cortes."  ® 
A  similar  fortitude  was  shown  by  the  Tlascalans,  trained  in  a 
rough  school  that  made  them  familiar  with  hardship  and  priva- 
tions. Although  they  sometimes  threw  themselves  on  the 
ground,  in  the  extremity  of  famine,  imploring  their  gods  not  to 
abandon  them,  they  did  their  duty  as  warriors,  and  far  from 
manifesting  coldness  towards  the  Spaniards  as  the  cause  of  their 
distresses,  seemed  only  the  more  firmly  knit  to  them  by  the 
sense  of  a  common  suffering. 

On  the  seventh  morning,  the  army  had  reached  the  mountain 
rampart  which  overlooks  the  plains  of  Otompan,  or  Otumba  as 
commonly  called,  from  the  Indian  city, — now  a  village, — situat- 
ed in  them.  The  distance  from  the  capital  is  hardly  nine 
leagues.  But  the  Spaniards  had  travelled  more  than  thrice  that 
distance,  in  their  circuitous  march  around  the  lakes.  This  had 
been  performed  so  slowly,  that  it  consumed  a  week  ;  two  nights 
of  which  had  been  passed  in  the  same  quarters,  from  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  rest.  It  was  not,  therefore,  till  the  7th  of  July, 
that  they  reached  the  heights  commanding  the  plains  which 
stretched  far  away  towards  the  territory  of  Tlascala,  in  full  view 
of  the  venerable  pyramids  of  Teotihuacan,  two  of  the  most  re- 
markable monuments  of  the  antique  American  civilization  now 
existing  north  of  the  Isthmus.     During  all  the  preceding  day 

away  by  the  advice  of  Cortes.  "  The  devil  take  your  gold,"  said  the  com- 
mander bluntly  to  him,  "if  it  is  to  cost  you  your  life."  Hist.  General,  dec. 
2,  lib.  10,  cap.  II. 

^  Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  no. 

'^  The  meaning  of  the  word  Tlascala^  and  so  called  from  the  abundance  of 
maize  raised  in  the  country'.     Boturini,  Idea,  p.  78. 

^  "  Empero  la  Nacion  nuestra  Espaiiola  sufre  mas  hambre  que  otra  niur 
gcma,  i  estos  de  Cortes  mas  que  todos. "     Gomara,  Cr6nica,  cap.  no. 
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they  had  seen  parties  of  the  enemy  hovering  like  dark  clouds 
above  the  highlands,  brandishing  their  weapons,  and  calling 
out  in  vindictive  tones,  *'  Hasten  on  !  You  will  soon  find  your- 
selves where  you  cannot  escape  !  "  words  of  mysterious  import, 
which  they  were  made  fully  to  comprehend  on  the  following 
morning.^ 

The  monuments  of  San  Juan  Teotihuacan  are,  with  the  excep>- 
tion  of  the  temple  of  Cholula,  the  most  ancient  remains,  proba- 
bly, on  the  Mexican  soil.  They  were  found  by  the  Aziecs,  ac- 
cording to  their  traditions,  on  their  entrance  into  the  country, 
when  Teotihuacan,  the  habitation  of  the  gods ^  now  a  paltry  village, 
was  a  flourishing  city,  the  rival  of  Tula,  the  great  Toltec  cap- 
ital.''^ The  two  principal  pyramids  were  dedicated  to  Tonaiiuh^  the 
Sun,  and  Meztli^  the  Moon.  The  former,  which  is  considerably  the 
larger,  is  found  by  recent  measurements  to  be  six  hundred  and 
eighty-two  feet  long  at  the  base,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
feet  high,  dimensions  not  inferior  to  those  of  some  of  the  kin- 
dred monuments  of  Egypt.^  They  were  divided  into  four 
stories,  of  which  three  are  now  discernible,  while  the  vestiges 
of  the  intermediate  gradations  are  nearly  effaced.  In  fact, 
time  has  dealt  so  roughly  with  them,  and  the  materials  have 
been  so  much  displaced  by  the  treacherous  vegetation  of  the 
tropics,  muffling  up  with  its  flowery  mantle  the  ruin  which  it 
causes,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  discern,  at  once,  the  pyramidal  form 
of  the  structures.^^  The  huge  masses  bear  such  resemblance 
to  the  North  American  mounds,  that  some  have  fancied 
them  to  be  only  natural  eminences  shaped  by  the   hand  of  man 

•  P'or  the  concluding  pages,  see  Camargo,  Hist. do  Tlascala,  MS., — Rernal 
Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  128, — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib. 
33,  cap.  13, — Oomara,  Cronica,  ubi  supra, — Ixtlilxochill,  Hist.  Chich. ,  MS., 
cap.  89, — Martyr,  dc  Orhe  Novo,  dec.  5,  cap.  6, — Rcl.  .Seg.  de  Cortes,  ap. 
Lorenzana.  pp.  147,  148, — Sahagun,  Hist,  dc  Nueva  Espana,  MS.,  lib.  12, 
can.  25,  26. 

^'' "  Sii  nomhrc,  rpic  fjuierc  decir  habitncion  de  lo^  Diodes,  y  que  va  por 
estos  tiempos  era  ciudad  tan  famosa,  que  no  solo  competia,  pcro  c.xcedia  con 
muchas  ventajas  4  la  corte  de  ToUan."  Vcytia,  Hist.  Antig.,  torn.  I.  cap. 
27. 

*'  The  Pyramid  of  Mycerimos  is  280  feet  only  at  the  ba.se,  and  162  feel  in 
height.  The  great  pyramid  of  Cheops  is  728  feet  at  the  base,  and  44S  feel 
high.     Sec  Dcnon,  Kgypt  Illustrated,  (London.  1825.)  p.  9. 

'■  "  It  recjuircs  a  particular  position,"  savs  Mr.  'i'lidor,  "united  with  some 
little  faith,  to  discover  the  pyramidal  form  at  all."  (Tour  in  Ncnlh  America, 
vol.  H.  p.  277.)  Yet  Mr.  HuUock  says,  *' The  general  figure  <>f  the  square 
is  as  perf<!Ct  as  the  great  pyramid  of  Kgypt."  (Six  Mt)nths  in  Mexico,  vol.  H. 
chap.  26.)  Kyewitnesses  both!  The  historian  must  often  content  himsell 
with  repeating,  in  the  words  of  the  old  French  lay,— 

"  .9/  com  />  Pat  trm>r  fUTtitf 
Vuti  LuiitcrAi  U  vcriti. 
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into  a  regular  form,  and  ornamented  with  the  temples  and  ter- 
races, the  wreck  of  which  still  covers  their  slopes.  But  others, 
seeing  no  example  of  a  similar  elevation  in  the  wide  plain  in 
which  they  stand,  infer,  with  more  probability,  that  they  are 
wholly  of  an  artificial  construction. 

The  interior  is  composed  of  clay  mixed  with  pebbles,  incrusted 
on  the  surface  with  the  light  porous  stone  tetzontli^  so  abundant 
in  the  neighboring  quarries.  Over  this  was  a  thick  coating  of 
stucco,  resembling,  in  its  reddish  color,  that  found  in  the  ruins 
of  Palenque.  According  to  tradition,  the  pyramids  are  hollow, 
but  hitherto  the  attempt  to  discover  the  cavity  in  that  dedicated 
to  the  Sun  has  been  unsuccessful.  In  the  smaller  mound,  an 
aperture  has  been  found  on  the  southern  side,  at  two  thirds  of 
the  elevation.  It  is  formed  by  a  narrow  gallery,  which,  after 
penetrating  to  the  distance  of  several  yards,  terminates  in  two 
pits  or  wells.  The  largest  of  these  is  about  fifteen  feet  deep  ;^* 
and  the  sides  are  faced  with  unbaked  bricks  ;  but  to  what  pur- 
pose it  was  devoted,  nothing  is  left  to  show.  It  may  have  been 
to  hold  the  ashes  of  some  powerful  chief,  like  the  solitary  apart- 
ment discovered  in  the  great  Egyptian  pyramid.  That  these 
monuments  were  dedicated  to  religious  uses,  there  is  no  doubt; 
and  it  would  be  only  conformable  to  the  practice  of  Antiquity  in 
the  eastern  continent,  that  they  should  have  served  for  tombs,  as 
well  as  temples.^ 

Distinct  traces  of  the  latter  destination  are  said  to  be  visible 
on  the  summit  of  the  smaller  pyramid,  consisting  of  the  remains 
of  stone  walls  showing  a  building  of  considerable  size  and 
strength.^®  There  are  no  remains  on  the  top  of  the  pyramid  of 
the  Sun.  But  the  traveller,  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  ascend 
its  bald  summit,  will  be  amply  compensated  by  the  glorious 
view  it  will  open  to  him  ; — towards  the  south-east,  the  hills  of 
Tlascala,  surrounded  by  their  green  plantations  and  cultivated 
corn-fields,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands  the  little  village,  once 

13  This  is  M.  de  Humboldt's  opinion.  (See  his  Essai  Politique,  torn.  II. 
pp.  66-70.)  He  has  also  discussed  these  interesting  monuments  in  his  Vues 
des  Cordilleres,  p.  25.  et  seq. 

14  Latrobe  gives  the  description  of  this  cavity,  into  which  he  and  his  fellow- 
travellers  penetrated.     Rambler  in  Mexico,  let.  7. 

16  *♦  Et  tot  templa  deum  Romae,  quot  in  iirbe  sepulcra 
Heroum  numerare  licet  :  quos  fabula  manes 
Nobilitat,  noster  populus  veneratus  adorat." 

Prudentius,  Contra  S3mi.,  lib.  i« 

16  The  dimensions  are  given  bv  Bullock,  (Six  Months  in  Mexico,  vol.  II. 
chap.  26,)  who  has  sometimes  seen  what  has  eluded  the  optics  of  othd 
travellers. 
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the  proud  capital  of  the  republic.  Somewhat  further  to  the 
south,  the  eye  passes  across  the  beautiful  plains  lying  around  the 
city  of  Puebla  de  los  Angeles,  founded  by  the  old  Spaniards,  and 
still  rivalling,  in  the  splendor  of  its  churches,  the  most  brilliant 
capitals  of  Europe  ;  and  far  in  the  west  he  may  behold  the  Val- 
ley of  Mexico,  spread  out  like  a  map,  with  its  diminished  lakes, 
its  princely  capital  rising  in  still  greater  glory  from  its  ruins,  and 
its  rugged  hills  gathering  darkly  around  it,  as  in  the  days  of 
Montezuma. 

The  summit  of  this  larger  mound  is  said  to  have  been  crowned 
by  a  temple,  in  which  was  a  colossal  statue  of  its  presiding  deity, 
the  Sun,  made  of  one  entire  block  of  stone,  and  facing  the  east. 
Its  breast  was  protected  by  a  plate  of  burnished  gold  and  silver, 
on  which  the  first  rays  of  the  rising  luminary  rested.^'  An  anti- 
quary, in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  speaks  of  having  seen 
some  fragments  of  the  statue.  It  was  still  standing,  according 
to  report,  on  the  invasion  of  the  Spaniards,  and  was  demolished 
by  the  indefatigable  Bishop  Zumarraga,  whose  hand  fell  more 
heavily  than  that  of  Time  itself  on  the  Aztec  monuments." 

Around  the  principal  pyramids  are  a  great  number  of  smaller 
ones,  rarely  exceeding  thirty  feet  in  height,  which,  according  to 
tradition,  were  dedicated  to  the  stars,  and  served  as  sepulchres 
for  the  great  men  of  the  nation.  They  are  arranged  symmetri- 
cally in  avenues  terminating  at  the  sides  of  the  great  pyramids, 
which  face  the  cardinal  points.  The  plain  on  which  they  stand 
was  called  MicoatI,  or  "  Path  of  the  Dead."  The  laborer,  as  he 
turns  up  the  ground,  still  finds  their  numerous  arrow-heads,  and 
blades  of  obsidian,  attesting  the  warlike  character  of  its  primitive 
population. ^^ 

What  thoughts  must  crowd  on  the  mind  of  the  traveller,  as  he 
wanders  amidst  these  memorials  of  the  past ;  as  he  treads  over 
the  ashes  of  the  generations  who  reared  these  colossal  fabrics, 
which  take  us  from  the  present  into  the  very  deptlis  of  time  ! 
But  who  were  their  builders?  Was  it  the  shadowv  Olmecs, 
whose  history,  like  that  of  the  ancient  Titans,  is  lost  in  the  mists 
of  fable  >  or,  as  commonly  reported,  the  peaceful  and  industrious 
Toltecs,  of  whom  ah'  'hat  we  can  glean  rests  on  traditions  hardly 

*'  Such  is  the  account  given  by  the  cavalier  Botiirini.      Idea,  pp.  42,  43. 

^*  Both  Ixtlilxochitl  and  Ijoturini,  who  visited  these  momiments.  one,  early 
in  the  seventeenth,  the  other,  in  the  first  part  of  theciehteenth  century,  testify 
to  Iheir  having  srcti  the  remains  of  this  statue.  'I  hev  had  entirely  dis.ip- 
pcarcd  by  1757,  when  Vcytia  examined  the  pyramid.  llUt.  Anlig.,  torn.  I. 
^pp.  26, 


10  '*  Ajrirola,  innirvn  trrr.im  mniitn*  aralro, 
Lx0sa  inv«tuet  acnbra  rubigine  \Aa  "  &c. 


Cboii«.,  HV.  I. 
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more  secure  ?  What  has  become  of  the  races  who  built  them? 
Did  they  remain  on  the  soil,  and  mingle  and  become  incorporated 
with  the  fierce  Aztecs  who  succeeded  them  ?  Or  did  they  pass 
on  to  the  South,  and  find  a  wider  field  for  the  expansion  of  their 
civilization,  as  shown  by  the  higher  character  of  the  architectural 
remains  in  the  distant  regions  of  Central  America  and  Yucatan? 
It  is  all  a  mystery, — over  which  Time  has  thrown  an  impenetrable 
veil,  that  no  mortal  hand  may  raise.  A  nation  has  passed  away, 
- — powerful,  populous,  and  well  advanced  in  refinement,  as  at- 
tested by  their  monuments, — but  it  has  perished  without  a  name. 
It  has  died  and  made  no  sign  ! 

Such  speculations,  however,  do  not  seem  to  have  disturbed  the 
minds  of  the  Conquerors,  who  have  not  left  a  single  line  respect- 
ing these  time-honored  structures,  though  they  passed  in  full  view 
of  them, — perhaps,  under  their  very  shadows.  In  the  sufferings 
of  the  present,  they  had  little  leisure  to  bestow  on  the  past.  In- 
deed, the  new  and  perilous  position,  in  which  at  this  very  spot 
they  found  themselves,  must  naturally  have  excluded  every  other 
thought  from  their  bosoms,  but  that  of  self-preservation. 

As  the  army  was  climbing  the  mountain  steeps  which  shut  in 
the  Valley  of  Otompan,  the  videttes  came  in  with  the  intelligence, 
that  a  powerful  body  was  encamped  on  the  other  side,  apparently 
awaiting  their  approach.  The  intelligence  was  soon  confirmed 
by  their  own  eyes,  as  they  turned  the  crest  of  the  sierra,  and  saw 
spread  out,  below,  a  mighty  host,  filling  up  the  whole  depth  of 
the  valley,  and  giving  to  it  the  appearance,  from  the  white  cot- 
ton mail  of  the  warriors,  of  being  covered  with  snow.^  It  con- 
sisted of  levies  from  the  surrounding  country,  and  especially  the 
populous  territory  of  Tezcuco,  drawn  together  at  the  instance  of 
Cuitlahua,  Montezuma's  successor,  and  now  concentrated  on  this 
point  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  Spaniards.  Every  chief  of 
note  had  taken  the  field  with  his  whole  array  gathered  under  bis 
standard,  proudly  displaying  all  the  pomp  and  rude  splendor 
of  his  military  equipment.  As  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  were 
to  be  seen  shields  and  waving  banners,  fantastic  helmets,  forests 
of  shining  spears,  the  bright  feather-mail  of  the  chief,  and  the 
coarse  cotton  panoply  of  his  follower,  all  mingled  together  in 
wild  confusion,  and  tossing  to  and  fro  like  the  billows  of  a 
troubled  ocean.^     It  was  a  sight  to  fill  the  stoutest  heart  among 

20  «  Y  como  iban  vestidos  de  bianco,  parecia  el  campo  nevado."  Herrera, 
Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  Hb.  10,  cap.  13, 

21  '*  Vistosa  confusian,"  says  Soli's,  *'de  armas  y  penachos,  en  que  tenian 
su  hermosura  los  horrores."  (Conquista,  lib.  4,  cap.  20.)  His  painting  shows 
the  hand  of  a  great  artist, — which  he  certainly  was.  But  he  should  not  have 
put  fire-arms  into  the  hands  of  his  countrymen  on  this  occasion. 
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the  Christians  with  dismay,  heightened  by  the  previous  expecta- 
tion of  soon  reaching  the  friendly  land  which  was  to  terminate 
their  wearisome  pilgrimage.  Even  Cortes,  as  he  contrasted  the 
tremendous  array  before  him  with  his  own  diminished  squadrons, 
wasted  by  disease  and  enfeebled  by  hunger  and  fatigue,  could 
not  escape  the  conviction  that  his  last  hour  had  arrived.^ 

But  his  was  not  the  heart  to  despond  ;  and  he  gathered 
strength  from  the  very  extremity  of  his  situation.  He  had  no 
room  for  hesitation ;  for  there  was  no  alternative  left  to  him. 
To  escape  was  impossible.  He  could  not  retreat  on  the  capital, 
from  which  he  had  been  expelled.  He  must  advance, — cut 
through  the  enemy,  or  perish.  He  hastily  made  his  dispositions 
for  the  fight.  He  gave  his  force  as  broad  a  front  as  possible, 
protecting  it  on  each  flank  by  his  little  body  of  horse,  now  re- 
duced to  twenty.  Fortunately,  he  had  not  allowed  the  invalids, 
for  the  last  two  days,  to  mount  behind  the  riders,  from  a  desire 
to  spare  the  horses,  so  that  these  were  now  in  tolerable  condi- 
tion ;  and,  indeed,  the  whole  army  had  been  refreshed  by  halt- 
ing, as  we  have  seen,  two  nights  and  a  day  in  the  same  place,  a 
delay,  however,  which  had  allowed  the  enemy  time  to  assemble 
in  such  force  to  dispute  its  progress. 

Cortds  instructed  his  cavaliers  not  to  part  with  their  lances, 
and  to  direct  them  at  the  face.  The  infantry  were  to  thrust,  not 
strike,  with  their  swords  ;  passing  them,  at  once,  through  the 
bodies  of  their  enemies.  They  were,  above  all,  to  aim  at  the 
leaders,  as  the  general  well  knew  how  much  depends  on  the  life 
of  the  commander  in  the  wars  of  barbarians,  whose  want  of  sub- 
ordination makes  them  impatient  of  any  control  but  that  to  which 
they  are  accustomed. 

He  then  addressed  to  his  troops  a  few  words  of  encourage- 
ment, as  customary  with  him  on  the  eve  of  an  engagement.  He 
reminded  them  of  the  victories  they  had  won  with  odds  nearly 
as  discouraging  as  the  present  ;  thus  establishing  the  superiority 
of  science  and  discipline  over  numbers.  Numbers,  indeed,  were 
of  no  account,  where  the  arm  of  the  Almighty  was  on  their  side. 
And  he  bade  them  have  full  coniidcnce,  that  He,  who  had  car- 
ried them  safely  through  so  many  perils,  would  not  now  abandon 
them  and  his  own  good  cause,  to  perish  by  the  hand  of  the  in- 
fidel. His  address  was  brief,  for  he  read  in  their  looks  that 
settled  resolve  which  rendered  words  unnecessary.  The  circum- 
stances of  their  position  spoke  more  forcibly  to  the  heart  of  every 
soldier  than  any  clocjucnce  could  have  done,  filling  it  with  that 
feeling  of  desperation,  which  makes  the  weak  arm  strong,  and 

*  *'  Y  ricrto  creimos  scr  nnucl  cl  ultimo  de  nucstros  dias."  Rel.  Scij.  d« 
Cortes,  ap.  Lurcnzaiia,  p.  140. 
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turns  the  coward  into  a  hero.  After  they  had  earnestly  com. 
mended  themselves,  therefore,  to  the  protection  of  God,  the 
Virgin,  and  St.  James,  Cortes  led  his  battalions  straight  against 
the  enemy.^ 

It  was  a  solemn  moment, — that,  in  which  the  devoted  little 
band,  with  steadfast  countenances,  and  their  usual  intrepid  step, 
descended  on  the  plain,  to  be  swallowed  up,  as  it  were,  in  the 
vast  ocean  of  their  enemies.  The  latter  rushed  on  with  impetu- 
osity to  meet  them,  making  the  mountains  ring  to  their  discor- 
dant yells  and  battle-cries,  and  sending  forth  volleys  of  stones 
and  arrows  which  for  a  moment  shut  out  the  light  of  day.  But, 
when  the  leading  files  of  the  two  armies  closed,  the  superiority 
of  the  Christians  was  felt,  as  their  antagonists,  falling  back  be- 
fore the  charges  of  cavalry,  were  thrown  into  confusion  by  their 
own  numbers  who  pressed  on  them  from  behind.  The  Spanish 
infantry  followed  up  the  blow,  and  a  wide  lane  was  opened  in 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  who,  receding  on  all  sides,  seemed  will- 
ing to  allow  a  free  passage  for  their  opponents.  But  it  was  to 
return  on  them  with  accumulated  force,  as  rallying  they  poured 
upon  the  Christians,  enveloping  the  little  army  on  all  sides, 
which,  with  its  bristling  array  of  long  swords  and  javelins,  stood 
firm, — in  the  words  of  a  contemporary, — like  an  islet  against 
which  the  breakers,  roaring  and  surging,  spend  their  fury  in 
vain.^*  The  struggle  was  desperate  of  man  against  man.  The 
Tlascalan  seemed  to  renew  his  strength,  as  he  fought  almost  in 
view  of  his  own  native  hills  ;  as  did  the  Spaniard,  with  the  hor- 
rible doom  of  the  captive  before  his  eyes.  Well  did  the  cavaliers 
do  their  duty  on  that  day  ;  charging,  in  little  bodies  of  four  or 
five  abreast,  deep  into  the  enemy's  ranks,  riding  over  the  broken 
files,  and  by  this  temporary  advantage  giving  strength  and  cour- 
age to  the  infantry.  Not  a  lance  was  there  which  did  not  reek 
with  the  blood  of  the  infidel.  Among  the  rest,  the  young  captain 
Sandoval  is  particularly  commemorated  for  his  daring  prowess. 
Managing  his  fiery  steed  with  easy  horsemanship,  he  darted, 
when  least  expected,  into  the  thickest  of  the  mele'e^  overturning 

^  Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib. 
33,  cap  14. — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  128. — Sahagun,  Hist. 
de  Nueva  Espaiia,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  27. 

Cortes  might  have  addressed  his  troops,  as  Napoleon  did  his  in  the  fam- 
ous battle  with  the  Mamelukes  :  "  From  yonder  pyramids  forty  centuries 
look  down  upon  you."  But  the  situation  of  the  Spaniards  was  altogether 
too  serious  for  theatrical  display. 

**  It  is  Sahagun's  simile.  *'  Estaban  los  Espanoles  como  una  Isleta  en  el 
mar,  combatida  de  las  olas  por  todas  partes."  (Hist,  de  Nueva  Espana,  MS., 
lib.  12,  cap.  27.)  The  venerable  missionary  gathered  the  particulars  of  tht 
action,  as  he  informs  us,  from  several  who  were  present  in  it. 
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the  stanchest  warriors,  and  rejoicing  in  danger  as  if  it  were  his 

natural  element.^ 

But  these  gallant  displays  of  heroism  served  only  to  ingulf 
the  Spaniards  deeper  and  deeper  in  the  mass  of  the  enemy, 
with  scarcely  any  more  chance  of  cutting  their  way  through  his 
dense  and  interminable  battalions,  than  of  hewing  a  passage 
with  their  swords  through  the  mountains.  Many  of  the  Tlas- 
calans  and  some  of  the  Spaniards  had  fallen,  and  not  one  but 
had  been  wounded.  Cortds  himself  had  received  a  second  cut 
on  the  head,  and  his  horse  was  so  much  injured  that  he  was 
compelled  to  dismount,  and  take  one  from  the  baggage  train,  a 
strong-boned  animal,  who  carried  him  well  through  the  turmoil 
of  the  day.^  The  contest  had  now  lasted  several  hours.  The 
sun  rode  high  in  the  heavens,  and  shed  an  intolerable  fervor 
over  the  plain.  The  Christians,  weakened  by  previous  suffer- 
ings, and  faint  with  loss  of  blood,  began  to  relax  in  their  desper- 
ate exertions.  Their  enemies,  constantly  supported  by  fresh  re- 
lays from  the  rear,  were  still  in  good  heart,  and,  quick  to  perceive 
their  advantage,  pressed  with  redoubled  force  on  the  Spaniards. 
The  horse  fell  back,  crowded  on  the  foot ;  and  the  latter,  in 
vain  seeking  a  passage  amidst  the  dusky  throngs  of  the  enemy, 
who  now  closed  up  the  rear,  were  thrown  into  some  disorder. 
The  tide  of  battle  was  setting  rapidly  against  the  Christians. 
The  fate  of  the  day  would  soon  be  decided;  and  all  that  now 
remained  for  them  seemed  to  be  to  sell  their  lives  as  dearly  as 
possible. 

At  this  critical  moment,  Cortes,  whose  restless  eye  had  been 
roving  round  the  field  in  quest  of  any  object  that  might  offer 
him  the  means  of  arresting  the  coming  ruin,  rising  in  his 
stirrups,  descried  at  a  distance,  in  the  midst  of  the  throng,  the 
chief  who  from  his  dress  and  military  cort/f^g  he  knew  must  l>e 
the  conunander  of  the  barbarian  forces.      He  was  covered  with 

"^  Tl»c  epic  hard  Ercilla's  spirited  portrait  of  the  voung  warri(^r  Tucai>el 
may  J^^ply  without  violence  to  Sandoval,  as  described  by  the  Castilian  chro- 
niclers. 

Cubiertn  Tucapel  de  fina  malla 

saltucomo  iiii  liRcro  y  siiclto  pardo 

en  mcclin  de  la  tiniida  canalla. 

hacicndn  plaza  el  Iwrh  iro  callardo: 

con  »ilv(is  Rrita  rn  drsuMi.il  lutalla : 

con  |ii«(lra,  n.ilo,  Hcch.i,  l.m/a  y  dado 

le  perni^iie  \.\  Rrnte  t\f  matirm 

corno  M  fuera  loro,  6  brav.«  fiera." 

La  Akaucana,  Parte  i.cantow 

*  Hcrrera.  Hist.  General,  dec  2,  lib.  i<i,  rap.  13. 

••  Kstc  caballo  harriero,"  savs  Camar^o,  '•  Ic  iirvi(>  en  la  concuiista  de 
Mejico,  y  en  la  uliinia  guerra  que  sc  diu  i.c  Ic  niataron."     Hist,  dc  TlascaU, 

MS. 
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a  rich  surcoat  of  feather-work ;  and  a  panache  of  beautifi4 
plumes,  gorgeously  set  in  gold  and  precious  stones,  floated 
above  his  head.  Rising  above  this,  and  attached  to  his  back, 
between  the  shoulders,  was  a  short  staif  bearing  a  golden  net 
for  a  banner, — the  singular,  but  customary,  symbol  of  authority 
for  an  Aztec  commander.  The  cacique  whose  name  was 
Cihuaca,  was  born  on  a  litter,  and  a  body  of  young  warriors, 
whose  gay  and  ornamented  dresses  showed  them  to  be  the 
flower  of  the  Indian  nobles,  stood  round  as  a  guard  of  his  person 
and  the  sacred  emblem. 

The  eagle  eye  of  Cortes  no  sooner  fell  on  this  personage, 
than  it  lighted  up  with  triumph.  Turning  quickly  round  to  the 
cavaliers  at  his  side,  among  whom  were  Sandoval,  Olid,  Alva- 
rado,  and  Avila,  he  pointed  out  the  chief,  exclaiming,  "There  is 
our  mark  !  Follow  and  support  me  !  "  Then  crying  his  war- 
cry,  and  striking  his  iron  heel  into  his  weary  steed,  he  plunged 
headlong  into  the  thickest  of  the  press.  His  enemies  fell  back, 
taken  by  surprise  and  daunted  by  the  ferocity  of  the  attack. 
Those  who  did  not  were  pierced  through  with  his  lance,  or 
borne  down  by  the  weight  of  his  charger.  The  cavaliers  fol- 
lowed close  in  the  rear.  On  they  swept,  with  the  fury  of  a 
thunderbolt,  cleaving  the  solid  ranks  asunder,  strewing  their 
path  with  the  dying  and  the  dead,  and  bounding  over  every 
obstacle  in  their  way.  In  a  few  minutes  they  were  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Indian  commander,  and  Cortes,  overturning  his 
supporters,  sprung  forward  with  the  strength  of  a  lion,  and, 
striking  him  through  with  his  lance,  hurled  him  to  the  ground.  A 
young  cavalier,  Juan  de  Salamanca,  who  had  kept  close  by  his  gen- 
eral's side,  quickly  dismounted  and  despatched  the  fallen  chief. 
Then  tearing  away  his  banner,  he  presented  it  to  Cortes,  as 
a  trophy  to  which  he  had  the  best  claim.^^  It  was  all  the  work 
of  a  moment.  The  guard,  overpowered  by  the  suddenness 
of  the  onset,  made  little  resistance.  But,  flying,  communicated 
their  own  panic  to  their  comrades.  The  tidings  of  the  loss  soon 
spread  over  the  field.  The  Indians,  filled  with  consternation,  now 
thought  only  of  escape.  In  their  blind  terror,  their  numbers 
augmented  their  confusion.  They  trampled  on  one  another, 
fancying  it  was  the  enemy  in  their  rear.^ 

^'^  The  brave  cavalier  was  afterwards  permitted  by  the  Emperor  Charles 
V.  to  assume  this  trophy  on  his  own  escutcheon,  in  commemoration  of  his 
exploit.     Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  128. 

28  The  historians  all  concur  in  celebrating  this  glorious  achievement  of 
Cortes  ;  who.  concludes  Gomara,  "  by  his  single  arm  saved  the  whole  army 
from  destruction."  See  Cronica.  cap.  no.— Also,  Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva 
Espana,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  27.— Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS.— Bernal 
Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  128. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind..  MS.,  lib 
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The  Spaniards  and  Tlascaians  were  not  slow  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  marvellous  change  in  their  affairs.  Their  fatigue, 
their  wounds,  hunger,  thirst,  all  were  forgotten  in  the  eagerness 
for  vengeance  ;  and  they  followed  up  the  flying  foe,  dealing 
death  at  every  stroke,  and  taking  ample  retribution  for  all  they 
had  suffered  in  the  bloody  marshes  of  Mexico.^  Long  did  they 
pursue,  till,  the  enemy  having  abandoned  the  field,  they  re- 
turned sated  with  slaughter  to  glean  the  booty  which  he  had 
left.  It  was  great,  for  the  ground  was  covered  with  the  bodies 
of  chiefs,  at  whom  the  Spaniards,  in  obedience  to  the  general's 
instructions,  had  particularly  aimed  ;  and  their  dresses  displayed 
all  the  barbaric  pomp  of  ornament,  in  which  the  Indian  warrior 
delighted.*^  When  his  men  had  thus  indemnified  themselves, 
in  some  degree,  for  their  late  reverses,  Cortes  called  them  again 
under  their  banners  ;  and,  after  offering  up  a  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment to  the  Lord  of  Hosts  for  their  miraculous  preserva- 
tion, *^  they  renewed  their  march  across  the  now  deserted  valley. 
The  sun  was  declining  in  the  heavens,  but,  before  the  shades 
of  evening  had  gathered  around,  they  reached  an  Indian  temple 
on  an  eminence,  which  afforded  a  strong  and  commodious  posi- 
tion for  the  night. 

Such  was  the  famous  battle  of  Otompan, — or  Otumba,  as 
commonly  called,  from  the  Spanish  corruption  of  the  name.  It 
was  fought  on  the  8th  of  July,  1520.  The  whole  amount  of  the 
Indian  force  is  reckoned   by   Castilian  writers  at  two  hundred 

33,  cap.  47. — Ilcrrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  13. — Ixtlilxochitl, 
Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  89. 

The  brief  and  extremely  modest  notice  of  the  affair  in  the  general's  own 
letter  forms  a  beautiful  contrast  to  the  style  of  j)ancgyric  by  others.  "  E 
con  este  trabajo  fuimos  mucha  parte  de  cl  dia.  hasta  (|ue  quiso  Dies,  quo 
murio  una  Persona  de  ellf)S,  que  debia  ser  tan  Principal,  que  con  su  muerte 
ceso  toda  aquclla  Gucrra."     Rel.  Seg.,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  14S. 

•A  *'  Pues  a  nosotros,"  says  the  doughty  Captain  Diaz,  "  no  nos  dolian  las 
heridas,  ni  teniamos  hambre,  ni  sed,  sino  f)ue  j^arecia  (jue  no  auiamos  auido, 
ni  passado  ningun  mal  trabajo.  Scgui'mos  la  vitoria  matando,  e  hiriendo. 
Pucs  nuestros  amigos  los  de  'I'lascala  cstavan  hcchos  vnos  Iconcs,  y  con  sus 
cspadas,  y  morttantcs,  y  otras  arnias  (|ue  all;  aj^anaron,  hazianlo  muy  bic  y 
csforc^adamentc."     Hist,  dc  la  Conquista,  loc.  cit. 

•^  Ibid.,  ubi  sui)ra. 

"  The  Ijclligerent  apostle  St.  James,  riding,  as  usual,  his  milkwhitc  cour- 
ser, came  to  the  rescue  on  this  occasion  ;  .tu  event  conmicmorated  bv  the 
dedication  of  a  hermitage  to  him,  in  the  neighborhood.  (Camargo,  Hist,  de 
Tlascala.)  Diaz,  a  skeptic  on  former  otcasious,  admits  his  indubitable  ap- 
pearance on  this.  (Ibid.,  ubi  supra.)  According  to  the  Tczcucan  chroni- 
cler, he  was  sup[)orted  bv  the  Virgin  and  St.  Peter.  (Hist.  Chich.,  MS., 
cap.  89.)  Voltaire  sensibly  remarks,  "  Ccux  ciui  onl  fail  les  relations  dc  cei 
ctraiiges  <fvcnemens  les  ont  voulu  relcver  par  des  miracles,  qui  nc  servent  en 
effct  <iu'.^  I«s  rabaisser.  Lc  vrai  miracle  fut  la  conduitc  dc  Cortes."  Vol- 
taire, Essai  sur  les  Moeurs,  chap.  147. 
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thousand  !  that  of  the  slain  at  twenty  thousand  !  Those  who 
admit  the  first  part  of  the  estimate  will  find  no  difficulty  in  re- 
ceiving the  last.^  It  is  about  as  difficult  to  form  an  accurate 
calculation  of  the  numbers  of  a  disorderly  savage  multitude,  as 
of  the  pebbles  on  the  beach,  or  the  scattered  leaves  in  autumn. 
Yet  it  was,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  victories 
ever  achieved  in  the  New  World.  And  this,  not  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  disparity  of  the  forces,  but  of  their  unequal  condi- 
tion. For  the  Indians  were  in  all  their  strength,  while  the 
Christians  were  wasted  by  disease,  famine,  and  long  protracted 
sufferings ;  without  cannon  or  fire-arms,  and  deficient  in  the 
military  apparatus  which  had  so  often  struck  terror  into  their 
barbarian  foe, — deficient  even  in  the  terrors  of  a  victorious 
name.  But  they  had  discipline  on  their  side,  desperate  resolve, 
and  implicit  confidence  in  their  commander.  That  they  should 
have  triumphed  against  such  odds  furnishes  an  inference  of  the 
same  kind  as  that  established  by  the  victories  of  the  European 
over  the  semi-civilized  hordes  of  Asia. 

Yet  even  here  all  must  not  be  referred  to  superior  discipline 
and  tactics.  For  the  battle  would  certainly  have  been  lost,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  fortunate  death  of  the  Indian  general.  And, 
although  the  selection  of  the  victim  may  be  called  the  result  of 
calculation,  yet  it  was  by  the  most  precarious  chance  that  he 
was  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Spaniards.  It  is,  indeed,  one 
among  many  examples  of  the  influence  of  fortune  in  determining 
the  fate  of  military  operations.  The  star  of  Cortds  was  in  the 
ascendant.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  not  a  Spaniard  would  have 
survived  that  day,  to  tell  the  bloody  tale  of  the  battle  of 
Otumba. 

2-  See  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  47. — Herrera,  Hist. 
Qeneral,  dec  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  13.— Gomara,  Cdrnica  cap.  iia 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Arrival  in  Tlascala. — Friendly   Reception. — Discontents 
OF  THE   Army. — Jealousy  of    the   Tlascalans. — Embassy 
Mexico. 

1520. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  army  broke  up  its  encamp- 
ment at  an  early  hour.  The  enemy  do  not  seem  to  have  made 
an  attempt  to  rally.  Clouds  of  skirmishers,  however,  were  seer* 
during  the  morning,  keeping  at  a  respectful  distance,  though  oc 
casionally  venturing  near  enough  to  salute  the  Spaniards  witi 
a  volley  of  missiles. 

On  a  rising  ground  they  discovered  a  fountain,  a  blessing  not 
too  often  met  with  in  these  arid  regions,  and  gratefully  commem- 
orated by  the  Christians,  for  the  refreshment  afforded  by  its  cool 
and  abundant  waters.^  A  little  further  on  they  descried  the 
rude  works  which  served  as  the  bulwark  and  boundary  of  the 
Tlascalan  territory.  At  the  sight,  the  allies  sent  up  a  joyous 
shout  of  congratulation,  in  which  the  Spaniards  heartily  joined, 
as  they  felt  they  were  soon  to  be  on  friendly  and  hospitable 
ground. 

But  these  feelings  were  speedily  followed  by  others  of  a  differ- 
ent nature  :  and,  as  they  drew  nearer  the  territory,  their  minds 
were  disturbed  wHh  the  most  painful  apprehensions  as  to  their 
reception  by  the  people  among  whom  they  were  bringing  desola- 
tion and  mourning,  and  who  might  so  easily,  if  ill-disposed,  take 
advantage  of  their  present  crippled  condition.  "Thoughts  like 
these,"  says  Cortes,  "weighed  as  heavily  on  my  spirit  as  any 
which  I  ever  experienced  in    going  to  battle  with  the  Aztecs.' 

^  Is  it  not  the  same  fountain  of  which  Torihio  makes  honorable  mention  in 
his  topographical  account  of  the  country?  "  Nace  en  TIaxcala  una  fiicnte 
grande  4  la  parte  del  Norte,  cinco  Icguas  de  la  principal  ciudad;  nacc  en  un 
pueblo  que  se  llama  Azumba,  que  en  su  lengua  (piicrc  decir  cahfui,  y  asi  cs, 
porque  eata  fucntc  cs  cal>eza  y  principio  del  mayor  rio  de  los  que  entran  en 
fa  mar  del  Sur.  el  cual  entra  en  la  mar  por  Zacatula.*'  Hist,  de  los  Indies, 
MS.,  Parte  3,  cap.  16. 

-  "  I'-l  fjual  pcnsaniicnto,  y  sospecha  nos  puso  en  tanta  afliccion.  (jii.mta 
trahi.inios  vinicndo  pclcando  con  los  dc  Culiia."  Rel.  Seg.  dc  Cortes,  ap. 
Lorenzana,  p.  149. 
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Still  he  put,  as  usual,  a  good  face  on  the  matter,  and  encouraged 
his  men  to  confide  in  their  allies,  whose  past  conduct  had  afford- 
ed every  ground  for  trusting  to  their  fidelity  in  future.  He 
cautioned  them,  however,  as  their  own  strength  was  so  much  im- 
paired, to  be  most  careful  to  give  no  umbrage,  or  ground  for 
jealousy,  to  their  high-spirited  allies.  "  Be  but  on  your  guard," 
continued  the  intrepid  general,  "  and  we  have  still  stout  hearts 
and  strong  hands  to  carry  us  through  the  midst  of  them  !  "  ^  With 
these  anxious  surmises,  bidding  adieu  to  the  Aztec  domain,  the 
Christian  army  crossed  the  frontier,  and  once  more  trod  the  soil 
of  the  Republic. 

The  first  place  at  which  they  halted  was  the  town  of  Huejotli- 
pa)i,  a  place  of  about  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants.*  They 
were  kindly  greeted  by  the  people,  who  came  out  to  receive  them, 
in\'iting  the  troops  to  their  habitations,  and  administering  all  the 
relief  of  their  simple  hospitality.  Yet  this  was  not  so  disinter^ 
esled,  according  to  some  of  the  Spaniards,  as  to  prevent  their 
expecting  in  requital  a  share  of  the  plunder  taken  in  the  late  ac- 
tion.^ Here  the  weary  forces  remained  two  or  three  days,  when 
the  news  of  their  arrival  having  reached  the  capital,  not  more 
than  four  or  five  leagues  distant,  the  old  chief,  Maxixca,  their 
efficient  friend  on  their  former  visit,  and  Xicotencatl,  the  young 
warrior,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  commanded  the  troops 
of  his  nation  in  their  bloody  encounters  with  the  Spaniards, 
came  with  a  numerous  concourse  of  the  citizens  to  welcome  the 
fugitives  to  Tlascala.  Maxixca,  cordially  embracing  the  Spanish 
commander,  testified  the  deepest  sympathy  for  his  misfortunes. 
That  the  white  men  could  so  long  have  withstood  the  confederat- 
ed power  of  the  Aztecs  was  proof  enough  of  their  marvellous 
prowess.  "  We  have  made  common  cause  together,"  said  the 
lord  of  Tlascala,  "  and  we  have  common  injuries  to  avenge  ; 
and,  come  weal  or  come  woe,  be  assured  we  will  prove  true  and 
loyal  friends,  and  stand  by  you  to  the  death."  ^ 

This  cordial  assurance  and  sympathy,  from  one  who  exercised 

^  "  Y  mas  dixo,  que  tenia  esperan9a  en  Dios  que  los  hallariamos  buenos,  y 
leales  ;  e  que  si  otra  cosa  fuesse,  lo  que  Dioi  no  permita,  que  nos  han  de 
torna  a  andar  los  puiios  con  cora9ones  fuertes,  y  bragos  vigorosos,  y  que  para 
esso  fuessemos  muy  apercibidos."  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquistay 
cap.  128. 

*  Called  Gualipan  by  Cortes.  (Ibid.,  p.  149,)  An  Aztec  would  have  found 
it  hard  to  trace  the  route  of  his  enemies  by  their  itineraries. 

*  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 

Thoan  Cano,  however,  one  of  the  army,  denies  this,  and  asserts  that  the 
natives  received  them  like  their  children,  and  would  take  no  recompense. 
(See  Appendix  Part  2,  No.  11.) 

^  *'  Y  que  tubiesse  por  cierto,  que  me  serian  muy  ciertos,  y  verdaderos 
ilmigos,  hasta  la  muerte."     Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Loreiuana,  p.  150. 
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a  control  over  the  public  counsels  beyond  any  other  ruler,  effect- 
ually dispelled  the  doubts  that  lingered  in  the  mind  of  Cortds. 
He  readily  accepted  his  invitation  to  continue  his  march,  at  once, 
to  the  capital,  where  he  would  find  so  much  better  accommoda- 
tions for  his  army,  than  in  a  small  town  on  the  frontier.  The 
sick  and  wounded,  placed  in  hammocks,  were  borne  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  friendly  natives  ;  and,  as  the  troops  drew  near 
the  city,  the  inhabitants  came  flocking  out  in  crowds  to  meet 
them,  rending  the  air  with  joyous  acclamations,  and  wild 
bursts  of  their  rude  Indian  minstrelsy.  Amidst  the  general 
jubilee,  however,  were  heard  sounds  of  wailing  and  sad  lament, 
as  some  unhappy  relative  or  friend,  looking  earnestly  into  the 
diminished  files  of  their  countrymen,  sought  in  vain  for  some 
dear  and  familiar  countenance,  and,  as  they  turned  disappointed 
away,  gave  utterance  to  their  sorrow  in  tones  that  touched  the 
heart  of  every  soldier  in  the  army.  With  these  mingled  accom- 
paniments of  joy  and  woe, — the  motley  web  of  human  life, — the 
way-worn  columns  of  Cortds  at  length  reentered  the  republican 
capital.'^ 

The  general  and  his  suite  were  lodged  in  the  rude,  but  spacious, 
palace  of  Maxixca.  The  rest  of  the  army  took  up  their  quarters 
in  the  district  over  which  the  Tlascalan  lord  presided.  Here 
they  continued  several  weeks,  until,  by  the  attentions  of  the 
hospitable  citizens,  and  such  medical  treatment  as  their  humble 
science  could  supply,  the  wounds  of  the  soldiers  were  healed, 
and  they  recovered  from  the  debility  to  which  they  had  been 
reduced  by  their  long  and  unparalleled  sufferings.  Cort<fs  was  one 
of  those  who  suffered  severely.  He  lost  the  use  of  two  of  the  fin- 
gers of  his  left  hand.®  He  had  received,  besides,  two  injuries  on 
the  head  ;  one  of  which  was  so  much  exasperated  by  his  subse- 

'  Camargo,  Hist,  dc  Tlascala,  MS. — Bcrnal  Diaz,  Hist,  dc  la  Conquista, 
ubi  supra. — '*  Sobrcvini^ron  las  mugercs  Tlascaltecas,  y  todas  pucstas  de  Into, 
y  llorando  d  cloiuic  cstaban  los  ICspanoles,  las  unas  pregunlaban  por  sus 
maridus,  las  otras  por  siis  liijos  y  hcrnianos,  las  otras  por  sus  paricnles  que 
hal)ian  ido  con  los  Kspanolcs,  y  qucdahan  todos  alia  inuertos:  no  cs  menus, 
AJno  (jiie  dc  csto  llanto  caustS  gran  scntitnicnto  en  cl  cora/on  del  Capitan.  y 
de  tf)(los  los  Kspafif)lcs,  y  i.\  proruro  lo  mcjor  que  j)U(lo  consf)larlcs  por 
medio  de  sus  Intcrpretcs."  Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Neuva  Espafia,  MS.,  lib.  ii, 
cap.  28. 

*  *'  Yo  assimismo  quedcJ  manco  de  dos  dcdos  dc  la  mano  izcjuicrda." — 
is  Cortes  own  expression  in  his  letter  to  the  emperor.  (Rel.  Scg.,  ap. 
Lorenzana,  p.  152.)  Don  Thoan  C'ano,  however,  whose  sympathies — from 
his  Indian  alliance,  perhaps — seem  to  have  been  (juite  as  much  with  the  .Az- 
tecs as  with  his  own  cf)untrymcn,  assured  Oviedo,  who  was  lamtMiting  the 
general's  loss,  that  he  might  spare  his  regrets,  since  Cortes  had  as  many 
fingers  on  his  hand  at  that  hour,  as  when  he  came  from  Castile.  (Sec 
Apf>fndix^  Part  2,  /Vo.  1 1.)  Mav  not  the  word  manco,  in  his  letter,  Ik  ren 
dered  by  **  mainief]  "? 
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quent  fatigues  and  excitement  of  mind,  that  it  assumed  an 
alarming  appearance.  A  part  of  the  bone  was  obliged  to  be  re- 
moved.^ A  fever  ensued,  and  for  several  days  the  hero,  who 
had  braved  danger  and  death  in  their  most  terrible  forms,  lay 
stretched  on  his  bed,  as  helpless  as  an  infant.  His  excellent 
constitution,  however,  got  the  better  of  disease,  and  he  w^as,  at 
length,  once  more  enabled  to  resume  his  customary  activity. — 
The  Spaniards,  with  politic  generosity,  requited  the  hospitality 
of  their  hosts  by  sharing  with  them  the  spoils  of  their  recent 
victory,  and  Cortes  especially  rejoiced  the  heart  of  Maxixca,  by 
presenting  him  with  the  military  trophy  which  he  had  won  from 
the  Indian  commander.^ 

But  while  the  Spaniards  were  thus  recruiting  their  health 
and  spirits  under  the  friendly  treatment  of  their  allies,  and 
recovering  the  confidence  and  tranquillity  of  mind  which  had 
sunk  under  their  hard  reverses,  they  received  tidings,  from  time 
to  time,  which  showed  that  their  late  disaster  had  not  been 
confined  to  the  Mexican  capital.  On  his  descent  from  Mexico 
to  encounter  Narvaez,  Cortes  had  brought  with  him  a  quantity 
of  gold,  which  he  left  for  safe  keeping  at  Tlascala.  To  this 
was  added  a  considerable  sum,  collected  by  the  unfortunate 
Velasquez  de  Leon,  in  his  expedition  to  the  coast,  as  well  as 
contributions  from  other  sources.  From  the  unquiet  state  of 
the  capital,  the  general  thought  it  best,  on  his  return  there,  still 
to  leave  the  treasure  under  the  care  of  a  number  of  invalid 
soldiers,  who,  when  in  marching  condition,  were  to  rejoin  him 
in  Mexico.  A  party  from  Vera  Cruz,  consisting  of  five  horse- 
men and  forty  foot,  had  since  arrived  at  Tlascala,  and,  taking 
charge  of  the  invalids  and  treasure,  undertook  to  escort  them 
to  the  capital.  He  now  learned  that  they  had  been  intercepted 
on  the  route,  and  all  cut  off,  with  the  entire  loss  of  the  treasure. 
Twelve  other  soldiers,  marching  in  the  same  direction,  had 
been  massacred  in  the  neighboring  province  of  Tepeaca  ;  and 
accounts  continually  arrived  of  some  unfortunate  Castilian,  who, 
presuming  on  the  respect  hitherto  shown  to  his  countrymen,  and 
ignorant  of  the  disasters  in  the  capital,  had  fallen  a  victim  to 
the  fury  of  the  enemy.^^ 

^  "  Hirieron  a  Cortes  con  Honda  tan  mal,  que  se  le  pasm&  la  Cabe9a,  6 
porque  no  le  curaron  bien,  sacandole  Cascos,  6  por  el  demasiado  trabajo 
que  paso,'*     Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  no. 

1"^  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  lo,  cap.  13— 'Bernal  Diaz,  Ibid., 
ubi  supra. 

11  Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  150. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind., 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  15. 

Herrera  gives  the  following  inscription,  cut  on  the  bark  of  a  tree  by  some  of 
these  unfortunate  Spaniards.     **  By  this  road  passed  Juan  Juste  and  his 
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These  dismal  tidings  filled  the  mind  of  Cortes  with  gloomy 
apprehensions  for  the  fate  of  the  settlement  at  Villa  Rica, — the 
last  stay  of  their  hopes.  He  despatched  a  trusty  messenger,  at 
once,  to  that  place  ;  and  had  the  inexpressible  satisfaction  to 
receive  a  letter  in  return  from  the  commander  of  the  garrison, 
acquainting  him  with  the  safety  of  the  colony,  and  its  friendly 
relations  with  the  neighboring  Totonacs.  It  was  the  best 
guaranty  of  the  fidelity  of  the  latter,  that  they  had  offended  the 
Mexicans  too  deeply  to  be  forgiven. 

Wiiile  the  affairs  of  Cortds  wore  so  gloomy  an  aspect  with- 
out, he  had  to  experience  an  annoyance  scarcely  less  serious 
from  the  discontents  of  his  followers.  Many  of  them  had 
fancied  that  their  late  appalling  reverses  would  put  an  end  to 
the  expedition  ;  or,  at  least,  postpone  all  thoughts  of  resuming 
it  for  the  present.  But  they  knew  little  of  Cortes  who  reasoned 
thus.  Even  while  tossing  on  his  bed  of  sickness,  he  was  ripen- 
ing in  his  mind  fresh  schemes  for  retrieving  his  honor,  and  for 
recovering  the  empire  which  had  been  lost  more  by  another's 
rashness  than  his  own.  This  was  apparent,  as  he  became  con- 
valescent, from  the  new  regulations  he  made  respecting  the 
army,  as  well  as  from  the  orders  sent  to  Vera  Cruz  for  fresh 
reinforcements. 

The  knowledge  of  all  this  occasioned  much  disquietude  to 
the  disaffected  soldiers.  They  were,  for  the  most  part,  the 
ancient  followers  of  Narvaez,  on  whom,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
brunt  of  the  war  had  fallen  the  heaviest.  Many  of  them 
possessed  property  in  the  Islands,  and  had  embarked  on  this 
expedition  chiefly  from  the  desire  of  increasing  it.  But  they 
had  gathered  neither  gold  nor  glory  in  Mexico.  Their  present 
service  filled  them  only  with  disgust ;  and  the  few,  comparatively, 
who  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  surviv^e,  languished  to  return 
to  their  rich  mines  and  |)leasant  farms  in  Cuba,  bitterly  cursing 
the  day  when  they  had  left  them. 

Finding  their  complaints  little  heeded  by  the  general,  they 
prepared  a  written  remonstrance,  in  which  they  made  their 
demand  more  formally.  They  represented  the  rashness  of 
persisting  in  the  enterprise  in  Jiis  present  impoverished  state, 
without  arms  or  ammunition,  almost  without  men;  and  this, 
too,  against  a  powerful  enemy,  who  had  been  more  than  a 
match  for  him  with  all  the  strength  of  his  late  resources.  It 
was  madness  to  think  of  is.  The  attempt  would  bring  them  all 
to   the  sacrifice-block.     Their  only  course  was  to  continue  their 

wretched  con)p.ini()ns,  who  were  so  much  pinched  l>v  hnnper.  th.nt  thev  were 
obliged  to  give  a  s«»lid  bar  of  roUI,  wciKlnng  ii){ht  hundred  diu  ats,  for  a  few 
cakes  of  mai/c  bread."      Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  id).  10,  cap.   13. 

Vol.  '2  Mexico  G 
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march  to  Vera  Cruz.  Every  hour  of  delay  might  be  fatal. 
The  garrison  in  that  place  might  be  overwhelmed  from  want  of 
strength  to  defend  itself ;  and  thus  their  last  hope  would  be 
anihilated.  But,  once  there,  they  might  wait  in  comparative 
security  for  such  reinforcements  as  would  join  them  from  abroad ; 
while  in  case  of  failure  they  could  the  more  easily  make  their 
escape.  They  concluded,  with  insisting  on  being  permitted  to 
return,  at  once,  to  the  port  of  Villa  Rica.  This  petition,  or 
rather  remonstrance,  was  signed  by  all  the  disaffected  soldiers, 
and,  after  being  formally  attested  by  the  royal  notary,  was  pre- 
sented to  Cortes.^^ 

It  was  a  trying  circumstance  for  him.  What  touched  him 
most  nearly  was,  to  find  the  name  of  his  friend,  the  secretary 
Duero,  to  whose  good  offices  he  had  chiefly  owed  his  command, 
at  the  head  of  the  paper.  He  w-as  not,  however,  to  be  shaken 
from  his  purpose  for  a  moment  ;  and  while  all  outward  resources 
seemed  to  be  fading  away,  and  his  own  friends  faltered,  or 
failed  him,  he  was  still  true  to  himself.  He  knew  that  to 
retreat  to  Vera  Cruz  would  be  to  abandon  the  enterprise.  Once 
there,  his  army  would  soon  find  a  pretext  and  a  way  for  break- 
ing up  and  returning  to  the  Islands.  All  his  ambitious  schemes 
would  be  blasted.  The  great  prize,  already  once  in  his  grasp, 
would  then  be  lost  forever.     He  would  be  a  ru'.ned  man. 

In  his  celebrated  letter  to  Charles  the  Fifth,  he  says,  that,  in 
reflecting  on  his  position,  he  felt  the  truth  of  the  old  adage, 
"  that  fortune  favors  the  brave.  The  Spaniards  were  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  Cross  ;  and  trusting  in  the  infinite  goodness  and 
mercy  of  God,  he  could  not  believe  that  He  would  suffer  them 
and  his  own  good  cause  thus  to  perish  among  the  heathen.^* 
He  was  resolved,  therefore,  not  to  descend  to  the  coast,  but 
at  all  hazards  to  retrace  his  steps  and  beard  the  enemy  again 
in  his  capital." 

It  was  in  the  same  resolute  tone  that  he  answered  his  dis- 
contented followers."     He  urged   every  argument   which   could 

12  One  is  reminded  of  the  similar  remonstrance  made  by  Alexander's 
soldiers  to  him,  on  reaching  the  Hystaspis, — but  attended  with  more  success; 
as,  indeed,  was  reasonable.  For  Alexander  continued  to  advance  from  the 
ambition  of  indefinite  conquest,  while  Cortes  was  only  bent  on  carrying  out 
his  original  enterprise.  What  was  madness  in  the  one  was  heroism  in  the 
other. 

1^  **  Acordandome,  que  siempre  a  los  osados  ayuda  la  fortuna,  y  que  era- 
mos  Christianos  y  confiando  en  la  grandissima  Bondad,  y  Misericordia  de 
Dios,  que  no  permitiria,  que  del  todo  pereciessemos,  y  se  perdiesse  tanta,  y 
tan  noble  Tierra. "     Rel.  Seg.,  ap  Lorenzana,  p.  152. 

1^  This  reply,  exclaims  Oviedo,  showed  a  man  of  unconquerable  spirit,  and 
high  destinies.  "  Pareceme  que  la  respuesta  que  a  esto  les  dio  Hernando 
Cortes,  e  lo  que  hizo  en  ello,  fue  vna  cosa  de  animo  invencible,  e  de  varon 
de  mucha.  suerte  e  valor."     Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib,  33,  cap.  15. 
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touch  their  pride  or  honor  as  cavaliers.  He  appealed  to  that 
ancient  Castilian  valor  which  had  never  been  known  to  faker 
before  an  enemy  ;  besought  them  not  to  discredit  the  great  deeds 
which  had  made  their  name  ring  throughout  Europe  ;  not  to 
leave  the  emprise  half  achieved,  for  others  more  daring  and  ad- 
venturous to  finish.  How  could  they  with  any  honor,  he  asked 
desert  their  allies  whom  they  had  involved  in  the  war,  and  leave 
thjera  unprotected  to  the  vengeance  of  the  Aztecs  ?  To  retreat 
but  a  single  step  towards  Villa  Rica  would  be  to  proclaim  their 
own  weakness.  It  would  dishearten  their  friends,  and  give 
confidence  to  their  foes.  He  implored  them  to  resume  the 
confidence  in  him  which  they  had  ever  showed,  and  to  reflect, 
that,  if  they  had  recently  met  with  reverses,  he  had  up  to  that 
point  accomplished  all,  and  more  than  all,  that  he  had  promised. 
It  would  be  easy  now  to  retrieve  their  losses,  if  they  would  have 
patience,  and  abide  in  this  friendly  land  until  the  reinforce- 
ments, which  would  be  ready  to  come  in  at  his  call,  should 
enable  them  to  act  on  the  offensive.  If,  however,  there  were 
any  so  insensible  to  the  motives  which  touch  a  brave  man's 
heart,  as  to  prefer  ease  at  home,  to  the  glory  of  this  great 
achievement,  he  would  not  stand  in  their  way.  Let  them  go  in 
God's  name.  Let  them  leave  their  general  in  his  extremity.  He 
should  feel  stronger  in  the  service  of  a  few  brave  spirits,  than  if 
surrounded  by  a  host  of  the  false  or  the  faint-hearted.^ 

The  disaffected  party,  as  already  noticed,  was  chiefly  drawn 
from  the  troops  of  Narvaez.  When  the  general's  own  veterans 
heard  this  appeal,^®  their  blood  warmed  with  indignation  at  the 
thoughts  of  abandoning  him  or  the  cause,  at  such  a  crisis.  They 
pledged  themselves  to  stand  by  him  to  the  last  ;  and  the  mal- 
contents, silenced,  if  not  convinced,  by  this  generous  expression 
of  sentiment  from  their  comrades,  consented  to  postpone  their 
departure  for  the  present,  under  the  assurance,  that  no  obstacle 
should  be  thrown  in  their  way,  when  a  more  favorable  season 
should  present  itself." 

'^  "  E  no  me  huble  ninguno  en  otra  cosa  ;  y  ^1  que  desta  opinion  no  estu- 
biere  v.-ivasc  en  bucn  hora,  (|uc  mas  holg.ire  de  tiuedar  cdh  los  pocos  y  osa- 
dos  nuc  en  compani'a  de  muchos,  ni  dc  ninguno  cob.irdc,  ni  desacordudodc  su 
propia  honra."     Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.  loc.  cil. 

1*  Ovicdo  lias  expanded  the  harangue  of  C.'ortes  into  several  pages,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  orator  cjuotcs  Xcnojjhon,  and  borrows  largely  frc^n  the 
old  Jewish  history,  a  style  of  clo(|uencc  savoring  niui  h  more  of  the  ( losct 
than  the  camp.     Cortes  was  no  peilant,  and  his  soldiers  were  no  scholars. 

*"  For  the  account  of  this  tubulent  transaction,  sec  lUrn.il  Diaz,  Hist,  de 
la  Conquista,  cap.  129,  —  Kel.  Seg.  dc  Cortes,  aj).  I.orcnzana,  p.  152, — Ovi- 
tdo,  Hist.de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  can.  15, — CJomara,  Cr6nica,  cap.  112, 
III, — Herrcra,  Hist.  Cieneral,  dec.  2,  li)>.  lo,  cap.  14. 

Diaz  is  exceedingly  wroth  with  iie  ©Jiaplain,  Gomara,  for   not  discriuiinat' 
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Scarcely  was  this  difficulty  adjusted,  when  Cortes  was  menaced 
with  one  more  serious,  in  the  jealousy  springing  up  between  his 
soldiers  and  their  Indian  allies.  Notwithstanding  the  demon- 
strations of  regard  by  Maxixca  and  his  immediate  followers, 
there  were  others  of  the  nation  who  looked  with  an  evil  eye  on 
their  guests,  for  the  calamities  in  which  they  had  involved  them  ; 
and  tliey  tauntingly  asked,  if,  in  addition  to  this,  they  were  now 
to  be  burdened  by  the  presence  and  maintenance  of  the 
strangers  ?  These  sallies  of  discontent  were  not  so  secret  as 
altogether  to  escape  the  ears  of  the  Spaniards,  in  whom  they  oc- 
casioned no  little  disquietude.  They  proceeded,  for  the  most 
part,  it  is  true,  from  persons  of  little  consideration,  since  the 
four  great  chiefs  of  the  republic  appear  to  have  been  steadily 
secured  to  the  interests  of  Cortes.  But  they  derived  some  im- 
portance from  the  countenance  of  the  warlike  Xicotencatl,  in 
whose  bosom  still  lingered  the  embers  of  that  implacable  hostility 
which  he  had  displayed  so  courageously  on  the  field  of  battle  ; 
and  sparkles  of  this  fiery  temper  occasionally  gleamed  forth  in 
the  intimate  intercourse  into  which  he  was  now  reluctantly 
brought  with  his  ancient  opponents. 

Cortes,  who  saw,  with  alarm,  the  growing  feelings  of  estrange- 
ment, which  must  sap  the  very  foundations  on  which  he  was  to 
rest  the  lever  for  future  operations,  employed  every  argument 
which  suggested  itself,  to  restore  the  confidence  of  his  own  men. 
He  reminded  them  of  the  good  services  they  had  uniformly  re- 
ceived from  the  great  body  of  the  nation.  They  had  a  sufficient 
pledge  of  the  future  constancy  of  the  Tlascalans  in  their  long 
cherished  hatred  of  the  Aztecs,  which  the  recent  disasters  they 
had  suffered  from  the  same  quarter  could  serve  only  to  sharpen. 
And  he  urged  with  much  force,  that,  if  any  evil  designs  had  been 
meditated  by  them  against  the  Spaniards,  the  Tlascalans  would, 
doubtless,  have  taken  advantage  of  their  late  disabled  condition, 
and  not  waited  till  they  had  recovered  their  strength  and  means 
of  resistance.^^ 

While  Cortes  was  thus  endeavoring,  with  somewhat  doubtful 
success  to  stifle  his  own  apprehensions,  as  well  as  those  in  the 
bosoms  of  his  followers,  an  event  occurred  which  happily 
brought  the  affair  to  an  issue,  and  permanently  settled  the  rela- 
tions in  which  the  two  parties  were  to  stand  to  each  other.  This 

Ing  between  the  old  soldiers  and  the  levies  of  Narvaez,  whom  he  involves 
equally  in  the  sin  of  rebellion.  The  captain's  own  version  seems  a  fair  one, 
and  I  have  followed  it,  therefore,  in  the  text. 

1^  Oviedo,  Hist.de  las  Tnd.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  15. — Herrera,  Hist.  General, 
dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  14. — Sahagum,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Espana,  MS.,  lib.  12, 
cap.  29. 
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'vill  make  it  necessary  to  notice  some  events  which  had  occurred 
in  Mexico,  since  the  expulsion  of  the  Spaniards. 

On  Montezuma's  death,  his  brother,  Cuitlahua,  lord  of  Iztapala- 
pan,  conformably  to  the  usage  regulating  the  descent  of  the  Az- 
tec crown,  was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  He  was  an  active 
prince,  of  large  experience  in  military  affairs,  and,  by  the 
strength  of  his  character,  was  well  fitted  to  sustain  the  tottering 
fortunes  of  the  monarchy.  He  appears,  moreover,  to  have  been 
a  man  of  liberal,  and  what  may  be  called  enlightened,  taste,  to 
judge  from  the  beautiful  gardens  which  he  had  filled  with  rare 
exotics,  and  which  so  much  attracted  the  admiration  of  the 
Spaniards  in  his  city  of  Iztapalapan.  Unlike  his  predecessor, 
he  held  the  white  men  in  detestation ;  and  had,  probably,  the 
satisfaction  of  celebrating  his  own  coronation  by  the  sacrifice  of 
many  of  them.  From  the  moment  of  his  release  from  the  Span- 
ish quarters,  where  he  had  been  detained  by  Cortes,  he  entered 
into  the  patriotic  movements  of  his  people.  It  was  he  who  con- 
ducted the  assaults  both  in  the  streets  of  the  city,  and  on  the 
"  Melancholy  Night  "  ;  and  it  was  at  his  instigation,  that  the 
powerful  force  had  been  assembled  to  dispute  the  passage  of 
the  Spaniards  in  the  Vale  of  Otumba.^ 

Since  the  evacuation  of  the  capital,  he  had  been  busily  oc- 
cupied in  repairing  the  mischief  it  had  received, — restoring  the 
buildings  and  the  bridges,  and  putting  it  in  the  best  posture  of 
defence.  He  had  endeavored  to  improve  the  discipline  and 
arms  of  his  troops.  He  introduced  the  long  spear  among  them, 
and,  by  attaching  the  sword-blades  taken  from  the  Ciiristians  to 
long  poles,  contrived  a  weapon  that  should  be  formidable  against 
the  cavalry.  He  summoned  his  vassals,  far  and  near,  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  capital,  if 
necessary,  and,  the  better  to  secure  their  good-will,  relieved 
them  from  some  of  the  burdens  usually  laid  on  them.  But  he 
was  now  to  experience  the  instability  of  a  government  which 
rested  not  on  love,  but  on  fear.  The  vassals  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Valley  remained  true  to  their  allegiance  ;  but  others 
hold  themselves  alf)of,  uncertain  what  course  to  adopt  ;  while 
others,  again,  in  the  more  distant  provinces,  refused  obedience 


'•  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  47. — Rcl.  Scg.  dc  CortAi, 
ap.  Lorcnzana,  p.  166. — Sahagun,  Hist,  dc  Nucva  EspaAa,  MS.,  lib.  12, 
cap.  27,  29. 

Or  rather,  it  wa.H  "at  the  inslip.ntion  of  the  prcat  Devil,  the  captain  >'f  .-ill 
the  devils,  called  Satan,  who  regulated  every  thing  in  New  Spain  by  his  frco 
will  and  pleasure,  before  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards,"  according  to  father 
Sahagun,  who  begins  his  chapter  with  this  eloquent  exordium- 
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altogether,  considering  this  a  favorable  moment  for  throwing  ofi 
the  yoke  which  had  so  long  galled  them.^ 

In  this  emergency,  the  government  sent  a  deputation  to  its 
ancient  enemies,  the  Tlascalans.  It  consisted  of  six  Aztec 
nobles,  bearing  a  present  of  cotton  cloth,  salt,  and  other  articles 
rarely  seen,  of  late  years,  in  the  republic.  The  lords  of  the 
stat£,  astonished  at  this  unprecedented  act  of  condescension  in 
their  ancient  foe,  called  the  council  or  senate  of  the  great  chiefs 
together,  to  give  the  envoys  audience. 

Before  this  body,  the  Aztecs  stated  the  purpose  of  their  mis- 
sion. They  invited  the  Tlascalans  to  bury  all  past  grievances 
in  oblivion,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  them.  All  the  nations 
of  Anahuac  should  make  common  cause  in  defence  of  their 
country  against  the  white  men.  The  Tlascalans  would  bring 
down  on  their  own  heads  the  wrath  of  the  gods,  if  they  longer 
harbored  the  strangers  who  had  violated  and  destroyed  their 
temples.  If  they  counted  on  the  support  and  friendship  of  their 
guests,  let  them  take  warning  from  the  fate  of  Mexico,  which 
had  received  them  kiidly  within  its  walls,  and  which,  in  return, 
they  had  filled  with  blood  and  ashes.  They  conjured  them,  by 
their  reverence  for  their  common  religion,  not  to  suifer  the 
white  men,  disabled  as  they  now  were,  to  escape  from  their 
hands,  but  to  sacrifice  them  at  once  to  the  gods,  whose  temples 
they  had  profaned.  n  that  event,  they  proffered  them  their  al 
liance,  and  the  renewal  of  that  friendly  traffic  which  would  restore 
to  the  republic  the  po  session  of  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of 
which  it  had  been  so  long  deprived. 

The  proposals  of  the  ambassadors  produced  different  effects 
on  their  audience.  Xic  •)tencatl  was  for  embracing  them  at  once. 
Far  better  was  it,  he  said,  to  unite  with  their  kindred,  with  those 
who  held  their  own  language,  their  faith  and  usages,  than  to 
throw  themselves  into  the  arms  of  the  fierce  strangers,  who, 
however  they  might  talk  of  religion,  worshipped  no  god  but 
gold.  This  opinion  was  followed  by  that  of  the  younger  war- 
riors, who  readily  caught  the  fire  of  his  enthusiasm.  But  the 
elder  chiefs,  especially  his  blind  old  father,  one  of  the  four 
rulers  of  the  state,  who  seem  to  have  been  all  heartily  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Spaniards,  and  one  of  them,  Maxixca,  their  stanch 
friend,  strongly  expressed  their  aversion  to  the  proposed  al- 
liance with  the  Aztecs.  They  were  always  the  same,  said  the 
latter, — fair  in  speech,  and  false  in  heart.  They  now  proffered 
friendship  to  the  Tlascalans.  But  it  was  fear  which  drove  them 
to  it,  and,  when  that  fear  was  removed,  they  would  return  to  their 

20  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  88.— Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Es- 
pafia,  MS.,  lib   12,  cap.  29. — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  19. 
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old  hostility.  Who  was  it,  but  these  insidious  foes,  that  had  so 
long  deprived  the  country  of  the  very  necessaries  of  life,  of 
which  they  were  now  so  lavish  in  their  offers  ?  Was  it  not  owing 
to  the  white  men,  that  the  nation  at  length  possessed  them  ? 
Yet  they  were  called  on  to  sacrifice  the  white  men  to  the  gods  ! 
— the  warriors  who,  after  fighting  the  battles  of  the  Tlascalans, 
now  threw  themselves  on  their  hospitality.  But  the  gods  ab- 
horred perfidy.  And  were  not  their  guests  the  very  beings  whose 
coming  had  been  so  long  predicted  by  the  oracles  ?  Let  us 
avail  ourselves  of  it,  he  concluded,  and  unite  and  make  common 
cause  with  them,  until  we  have  humbled  our  haughty  enemy. 

This  discourse  provoked  a  sharp  rejoinder  from  Xicotencatl, 
till  the  passion  of  the  elder  chieftain  got  the  better  of  his  pa- 
tience, and,  substituting  force  for  argument,  he  thrust  his  younger 
antagonist,  with  some  violence,  from  the  council  ch  imber.  A 
proceeding  so  contrary  to  the  usual  decorum  of  Indian  debate 
astonished  the  assembly.  But,  far  from  bringing  censure  on 
its  author,  it  effectually  silenced  opposition.  Even  the  hot- 
headed followers  of  Xicotencatl  shrunk  from  supporting  a 
leader  who  had  incurred  such  a  mark  of  contemptuous  displeas- 
ure from  the  ruler  whom  they  most  venerated.  His  own  father 
openly  condemned  him  ;  and  the  patriotic  young  warrior,  gified 
with  a  truer  foresight  into  futurity  than  his  countrymen,  was 
left  without  support  in  the  council,  as  he  had  formerly  been  on 
the  field  of  battle. — The  proffered  alliance  of  the  Mexicans  was 
unanimously  rejected  ;  and  the  envoys,  fearing  that  even  the 
sacred  character  with  which  they  were  invested  might  not  pro- 
tect them  from  violence,  made  their  escape  secretly  from  the 
capital." 

The  result  of  the  conference  was  of  the  last  importance  to 
the  Spaniards,  who,  in  their  present  crippled  condition,  espe- 
cially if  taken  unawares,  would  have  been,  probably,  at  the  mercy 
of  the  Tlascalans.  At  all  events,  the  union  of  these  latter  with 
the  Aztecs  would  have  settled  the  fate  of  the  expedition  ;  since, 
in  the  poverty  of  his  own  resources,  it  was  only  by  adroitly  play- 
ing off  one  part  of  the  Indian  population  against  the  other,  that 
Cortes  could  ultimately  hope  for  success. 

"  The  proceedings  in   the  TIascalan  senate  are   reported  in  more  or  lesa 
detail,  hut  substantially  alike,  by  Camargo,  I  list    <\c    Tlascala.  MS., — Saha- 

§un,  Hist,  (ic  Nucva  KspaRa,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  29, —  llcrrcra,  Hist.  General, 
ec.  2,  lib.  !2,  rap.  14. 
See,    also,     Hcrnal    Diaz,    Hist,    dc    la    Conquista,    cap.    129, — Gomara, 
Cr^nica,  cap.  1 11. 
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The  Spanish  commander,  reassured  by  the  result  of  the 
deliberations  in  the  Tlascalan  senate,  now  resolved  on  active 
operations,  as  the  best  means  of  dissipating  the  spirit  of  faction 
and  discontent  inevitably  fostered  by  a  life  of  idleness.  He 
proposed  to  exercise  his  troops,  at  first,  against  some  of  the 
neighboring  tribes  who  had  laid  violent  hands  on  such  of  the 
Spaniards  as,  confiding  in  their  friendly  spirit,  had  passed 
through  their  territories.  Among  these  were  the  Tepeacans,  a 
people  often  engaged  in  hostility  with  the  Tlascalans,  and  who, 
as  mentioned  in  a  preceding  Chapter,  had  lately  massacred 
twelve  Spaniards  in  their  march  to  the  capital.  An  expedition 
against  them  would  receive  the  ready  support  of  his  allies,  and 
would  assert  the  dignity  of  the  Spanish  name,  much  dimmed  in 
the  estimation  of  the  natives  by  the  late  disasters. 

The  Tepeacans  were  a  powerful  tribe  of  the  same  primitive 
stock  as  the  Aztecs,  to  whom  they  acknowledged  allegiance. 
They  had  transferred  this  to  the  Spaniards,  on  their  first  march 
into  the  country,  intimidated  by  the  bloody  defeats  of  their  Tlas- 
calan neighbors.  But,  since  the  troubles  in  the  capital,  they  had 
again  submitted  to  the  Aztec  sceptre.  Their  capital,  now  a 
petty  village,  was  a  flourishing  city  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest, 
situated  in  the  fruitful  plains  that  stretch  far  away  towards  the 
base  of  Orizaba.-^  The  province  contained,  moreover,  several 
towns  of  considerable  size,  filled  with  a  bold  and  warlike  popu- 
lation. 

As  these  Indians  had  once  acknowledged  the  authority  of 
Castile,  Cortes  and  his  officers  regarded  their  present  conduct 

1  The  Indian  name  of  the  capital, — the  same  as  that  of  the  province, — 
Tepejacac^  was  corrupted  by  the  Spaniards  into  Tepeaca.  It  must  be  admit- 
ted to  have  gained  by  the  corruption. 
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in  the  light  of  rebellion,  and,  in  a  council  of  war,  it  was  decided 
that  those  engaged  in  the  late  massacre  had  fairly  incurred  the 
doom  of  slavery.^  Before  proceeding  against  them,  however, 
the  general  sent  a  summons  requiring  their  submission,  and 
offering  full  pardon  for  the  past,  but,  in  case  of  refusal,  menac- 
ing them  with  the  severest  retribution.  To  this  the  Indians, 
now  in  arms,  returned  a  contemptuous  answer,  challenging  the 
Spaniards  to  meet  them  in  fight,  as  they  were  in  want  of  victims 
for  their  sacrifices. 

Cortes,  without  further  delay,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his 
small  corps  of  Spaniards,  and  a  large  reinforcement  of  Tlas- 
calan  warriors.  They  were  led  by  the  younger  Xicotencatl, 
who  now  appeared  willing  to  bury  his  recent  animosity,  and 
desirous  to  take  a  lesson  in  war  under  the  chief  who  had  so 
often  foiled  him  in  the  field.^ 

The  Tepeacans  received  their  enemy  on  their  borders.  A 
bloody  battle  followed,  in  which  the  Spanish  horse  were  some- 
what embarrassed  by  the  tall  maize  that  covered  part  of  the 
plain.  They  were  successful  in  the  end,  and  the  Tepeacans,  after 
holding  their  ground  like  good  warriors,  were  at  length  routed 
with  great  slaughter,  A  second  engagement,  which  took  place 
a  few  days  after,  was  followed  by  like  decisive  results  ;  and  the 
victorious  Spaniards  with  their  allies,  marching  straightway  on 
the  city  of  Tepeaca,  entered  it  in  triumph.*  No  further  resist- 
ance was  attempted  by  the  enemy,  and  the  whole  province,  to 
avoid  further  calamities,  eagerly  tendered  its  submission. 
Cortes,  however,  inflicted  the  meditated  chastisement  on  the 
places  implicated  in  the  massacre.  The  inhabitants  were 
branded  with  a  hot  iron  as  slaves,  and,  after  the  ro\al  fifth  had 
been  reserved,  were  distributed  between  his  own  men  and  the 
allies.^     The  Spaniards  were  familiar  with   the  system  of  repart- 

^  '*  Y  como  a(|uello  \\6t  Cortes,  comunicrtlo  con  todos  miestros  Cipitanes, 
y  soldados  :  y  fiie  acordado,  que  sc  hiziessc  vii  auto  por  ante  Kscriuano.  (|iie 
diesse  fe  de  todo  lo  passado,  y  f|ne  se  diesscn  por  esclauos."  Bcrnal  Diaz, 
Hist,  de  la  Concjuista,  cap.  130. 

'^  The  chroniclers  estimate  his  armv  at  50.000  warriors  ;  one  half,  acrord- 
jnf?  to  Toribio,  of  the  disposable  military  force  of  the  rcpiihlir.  *'I>cIa 
cual,  (Tlascala,)  como  ya  tenpo  dicho,  solian  salir  cien  mil  hombres  dc 
pclea."     Hist,  de  los  Innios,  MS.,  Parte  3,  cap.  16, 

*  *'  That  night,"  says  the  credulous  Herrcra,  speaking  of  the  carouse  that 
followed  one  of  their  victories.  "  the  Indian  allies  had  a  prand  supper  of  legs 
and  arms  ;  for,  besides  an  incredible  number  of  roasts  on  wooden  spits,  they 
had  fifty  thousand  pots  of  strwed  human  flesh  !  !"  (Hist.  General,  dec.  2, 
lib.  10,  cap.  15.)  Such  a  banquet  would  not  have  smelt  savory  in  the  nos- 
trils of  Cort<^s. 

^  "  Y  alU  hiziifron  hazer  el  hierro  con  (|ue  sc  auian  de  hcrrar  los  (iiu-  se 
tomauan  por  esclauos,  (|ue  era  una  (».,  (juc  quicre  decir  ^ucrra.**  iWrnal 
Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Con(|uista,  cap.  130. 
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itnientos  established  in  the  Islands  ;  but  this  was  the  first  exam- 
ple of  slavery  in  New  Spain.  It  was  justified,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  general  and  his  military  casuists,  by  the  aggravated  offences 
of  the  party.  The  sentence,  however,  was  not  countenanced  by 
the  Crown,^  which,  as  the  colonial  legislation  abundantly  shows, 
was  ever  at  issue  with  the  craving  and  mercenary  spirit  of  the 
colonist. 

Satisfied  with  this  display  of  his  vengeance,  Cortes  now  es- 
tablished his  headquarters  at  Tepeaca,  which,  situated  in  a  cul- 
tivated country,  afforded  easy  means  for  maintaining  an  army, 
while  its  position  on  the  Mexican  frontier  made  it  a  good  point 
d'appui  for  future  operations. 

The  Aztec  government,  since  it  had  learned  the  issue  of  its 
negotiations  at  Tlascala,  had  been  diligent  in  fortifying  its  fron- 
tier in  that  quarter.  The  garrisons  usually  maintained  there 
were  strengthened,  and  large  bodies  of  men  were  marched  in  the 
same  direction,  with  orders  to  occupy  the  strong  positions  on  the 
borders.  The  conduct  of  these  troops  was  in  their  usual  style 
of  arrogance  and  extortion,  and  greatly  disgusted  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  countrv. 

Among  the  places  thus  garrisoned  by  the  Aztecs  was  Quauh- 
quechoUan,'  a  city  containing  thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  ac- 
cording to  the  historians,  and  lying  to  the  south-west  twelve 
leagues  or  more  from  the  Spanish  quarters.  It  stood  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  a  deep  valley,  resting  against  a  bold  range  of  hills,  or 
rather,  mountains,  and  flanked  by  two  rivers  with  exceedingly 
high  and  precipitous  banks.  The  only  avenue,  by  which  the 
town  could  be  easily  approached,  was  protected  by  a  stone  wall 
more  than  twenty  feet  high  and  of  great  thickness.®  Into 
this  place,  thus  strongly  defended  by  art  as  well  as  by  nature, 
the  Aztec  emperor  had  thrown  a  garrison  of  several  thousand 
warriors,  while  a  much  more  formidable  force  occupied  the 
heights  commanding  the  city. 

The  cacique  of  this  strong  post,  impatient  of  the  Mexican 
yoke,  sent  to  Cortds,  inviting  him  to  march  to  his  relief,  and 
promising  a  cooperation  of  the  citizens  in  an  assault  on  the 
Aztec  quarters.    The  general  eagerly  embraced  the  proposal,  and 

®  Soils,  Conquista,  lib.    5,  cap.  3. 

"^  Called  by  the  Spaniards  Huacackula^  and  spelt  with  every  conceivable 
diversity  by  the  old  writers,  who  may  be  excused  for  stumbling  over  such  a 
confusion  of  consonants. 

^  "  Y  toda  la  Ciudad  esta  cercada  de  muy  fuerte  Muro  de  cal  y  canto,  tan 
alto,  como  quatro  estados  por  de  fuera  de  la  Ciudad  :  e  por  de  dentro  esta  casi 
igual  con  el  suelo.  Y  por  toda  la  Muralla  va  su  petril,  tan  alto,  como 
medio  estado,  para  pelear,  tiene  quatro  entradas,  tan  anchas,  como  uno 
puede  entrar  a  Caballo."    Rel.  Seg.,  p.  162. 
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detached  Christdval  de  Olid,  with  two  hundred  Spaniards  and  a 
strong  body  of  Tlascalans,  to  support  the  friendly  cacique.^  On 
the  way,  Olid  was  joined  by  many  volunteers  from  the  Indian 
city  and  from  the  neighboring  capital  of  Cholula,  all  equally 
pressing  their  services.  The  number  and  eagerness  of  these 
auxiliaries  excited  suspicions  in  the  bosom  of  the  cavalier. 
They  were  strengthened  by  the  surmises  of  the  soldiers  of  Nar- 
vaez,  whose  imaginations  were  still  haunted,  it  seems,  by  the 
horrors  of  the  7ioche  triste,  and  who  saw  in  the  friendly  alacrity 
of  their  new  allies  evidence  of  an  insidious  understanding  with 
the  Aztecs.  Olid,  catching  this  distrust,  made  a  countermarch 
on  Cholula,  where  he  seized  the  suspected  chiefs,  who  had  been 
most  forward  in  offering  their  services,  and  sent  them  under  a 
strong  guard  to  Cortes. 

I'he  general,  after  a  careful  examination,  was  satisfied  of  the 
integrity  of  the  suspected  parties.  He,  expressing  his  deep  re- 
gret at  the  treatment  they  had  received,  made  them  such  amends 
as  he  could  by  liberal  presents  ;  and,  as  he  now  saw  the  impro- 
priety of  committing  an  affair  of  such  importance  toother  hands, 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  remaining  force,  and  effected  a 
junction  with  his  officer  in  Cholula. 

He  had  arranged  with  the  cacique  of  the  city  against  which 
he  was  marching,  that,  on  the  appearance  of  the  Spaniards,  the 
inhabitants  should  rise  on  the  garrison.  Everything  succeeded 
as  he  had  planned.  No  sooner  had  the  Christian  battalions  de- 
filed on  the  plain  before  the  town,  than  the  inhabitants  attacked 
the  garrison  with  the  utmost  fury.  The  latter,  abandoning  the 
outer  defences  of  the  place,  retreated  to  their  own  quarters  in 
the  principal  teocalli,  where  they  maintained  a  hard  struggle  with 
their  adversaries.  In  the  heat  of  it,  Cortes,  at  the  head  of  his 
little  body  of  horse,  rode  into  the  place,  and  directed  the  assault 
in  person.  The  Aztecs  made  a  fierce  defence.  But  fresh  troops 
constantly  arriving  to  support  the  assailants,  the  works  were 
stormed,  and  every  one  of  the  garrison  was  put  to  the  sword.*" 

The  Mexican  forces,  meanwhile,  stationed  on  the  neighboring 
eminences,  had  marched  down  to  the  support  of  their  country- 
men in  the  town,  and  formed  in  order  of  battle  in  the  suburbs, 
where  they  were  encountered  by  the  Tlascalan  levies.     "  'I'hey 

•  This  cavalier's  n.imc  is  usuallv  spelt  Olid  by  the  Chroniclers.  In  a  copy 
of  his  own  sii;n.iture,  I  fine!  it  written  <  )li. 

1"  ••  I  shf.uld  have  been  very  glad  to  have  taken  some  alive,'*  savs  Cortes, 
•*  who  could  have  infornicd  mc  of  what  was  going  on  in  the  groat  citv.  and 
who  had  been  lord  there  sinrc  the  death  of  Montezuma.  Hut  I  sui» ceded 
in  saving  only  one, — and  he  was  more  dcaii  than  alive."  Kel.  Scg.  de  C  oiie*. 
Up.  I.orenzana,  p.  155, 
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mustered,"  says  Cortes,  speaking  of  the  enemy,  "  at  least  thirty 
thousand  men,  and  it  was  a  brave  sight  for  the  eye  to  look  on, — 
such  a  beautiful  array  of  warriors  glistening  with  gold  and  jewels 
and  variegated  feather-work  !  "  "  The  action  was  well-contested 
between  the  two  Indian  armies.  The  suburbs  were  set  on  fire, 
and,  in  the  midst  of  the  flames,  Cortes  and  his  squadrons,  rush- 
ing on  the  enemy,  at  length  broke  their  array:  and  compelled 
them  to  fall  back  in  disorder  into  the  narrow  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tain, from  which  they  had  lately  descended.  The  pass  was 
rough  and  precipitous.  Spaniards  and  Tlascalans  followed  close 
in  the  rear,  and  the  light  troops,  scaling  the  high  wall  of  the 
valley,  poured  down  on  the  enemy's  flanks.  The  heat  was  in- 
tense, and  both  parties  were  so  much  exhausted  by  their  efforts, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty,  says  the  chronicler,  that  the  one  could 
pursue,  or  the  other  fly.^  They  were  not  too  weary,  however,  to 
slay.  The  Mexicans  were  routed  with  terrible  slaughter. 
They  found  no  pity  from  their  Indian  foes,  who  had  a  long 
account  of  injuries  to  settle  with  them.  Some  few  sought  refuge 
by  flying  higher  up  into  the  fastnesses  of  the  sierra.  They  were 
followed  by  their  indefatigable  enemy,  until,  on  the  bald  summit 
of  the  ridge,  they  reached  the  Mexican  encampment.  It 
covered  a  wide  tract  of  ground.  Various  utensils,  ornamented 
dresses,  and  articles  of  luxury,  were  scattered  round,  and  the 
number  of  slaves  in  attendance  showed  the  barbaric  pomp  with 
which  the  nobles  of  Mexico  went  to  their  campaigns.^*  It  was 
a  rich  booty  for  the  victors,  who  spread  over  the  deserted  camp, 
and  loaded  themselves  with  the  spoil,  until  the  gathering  dark- 
ness warned  them  to  descend.^* 

"^  "  Y  a  ver  que  cosa  era  aquella,  los  quales  eran  mas  de  treintamil  Hom- 
bres,  y  la  mas  lucida  Gente,  que  hemos  visto,  porque  trahian  muchas  Joyas 
de  Oro,  y  Plata,  y  Plumajes."     Ibid.,  p.  i6o. 

12  "  Alcanzando  muchos  por  una  Cuesta  arriba  muy  agra;  y  tal,  que 
quando  acabamos  de  encumbrar  la  Sierra,  ni  los  Enemigos,  ni  nosotros 
podiamos  ir  atras,  ni  adelante :  e  assi  caieron  muchos  de  ellos  muertos,  y 
ahogadosde  lacalor,  sin  herida  ninguna."     Ibid.,  p.  i6o. 

13  <*  Porque  demas  de  la  Gente  de  Guerra,  tenian  mucho  aparato  de 
Servidores,  y  fornecimiento  para  su  Real."     Ibid.,  p.  i6o. 

1*  The  story  of  the  capture  of  this  strong  post  is  told  very  differently  by 
Captain  Diaz.  According  to  him,  Olid,  when  he  had  fallen  back  on  Cholula, 
in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  his  men  to  advance,  under  the  strong  suspicion 
which  they  entertained  of  some  foul  practice  from  their  allies,  received  such 
a  stinging  rebuke  from  Cortes,  that  he  compelled  his  troops  to  resume  their 
march,  and,  attacking  the  enemy,  *'  with  the  fury  of  a  tiger,"  totally  routed 
them.  (Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  132.)  But  this  version  of  the  affair  is 
not  endorsed,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  by  any  contemporary.  Cortes  is  so  com- 
pendious in  his  report,  that  it  is  often  necessary  to  supply  the  omissions 
with  the  details  of  other  writers.  But  where  he  is  positive  in  his  statements, 
—unless  there  be  some  reason  to  suspect  a  bias, — his  practice  of  writing  on 
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Cortes  followed  up  the  blow  by  assaulting  the  strong  town  of 
Itzocan,  held,  also,  by  a  Mexican  garrison,  and  situated  in  the 
depths  of  a  green  valley  watered  by  artificial  canals,  and  smiling 
in  all  the  rich  abundance  of  this  fruitful  region  of  the  plateau. ^^ 
The  place,  though  stoutly  defended,  was  stormed  and  carried  ; 
the  Aztecs  were  driven  across  a  river  which  ran  below  the  town, 
and,  although  the  light  bridges  that  traversed  it  were  broken 
down  in  the  flight,  whether  by  design  or  accident,  the  Spaniards, 
fording  and  swimming  the  stream  as  they  could,  found  their  way 
to  the  opposite  bank,  following  up  the  chase  with  the  eagerness 
of  bloodhounds.  Here,  too,  the  booty  was  great ;  and  the  In- 
dian auxiliaries  flocked  by  thousands  to  the  banners  of  the  chief 
who  so  surely  led  them  on  to  victory  and  plunder.^* 

Soon  afterwards,  Cortes  returned  to  his  headquarters  at  Te- 
peaca.  Thence  he  detached  his  officers  on  expeditions  which 
were  usually  successful.  Sandoval,  in  particular,  marched  against 
a  large  body  of  the  enemy  lying  between  the  camp  and  Vera 
Cruz  ;  defeated  them  in  two  decisive  battles,  and  thus  restored 
the  communications  with  the  port. 

The  result  of  these  operations  was  the  reduction  of  that 
populous  and  cultivated  territory  which  lies  between  the  great 
volcan^  on  the  west,  and  the  mighty  skirts  of  Orizaba,  on  the 
east.  Many  places,  also,  in  the  neighboring  province  of  Mixte- 
capan  acknowledged  the  authority  of  the  Spaniards,  and  others 
from  the  remote  region  of  Oaxaca  sent  to  claim  their  protection. 
The  conduct  of  Cortes  towards  his  allies  had  gained  him  great 
credit  for  disinterestedness  and  equity.  The  Indian  cities  in  the 
adjacent  territory  appealed  to  him,  as  their  umpire,  in  their  dif- 
ferences with  one  another,  and  cases  of  disputed  succession  in 
their  governments  were  referred  to  his  arbitration.  By  his  dis- 
creet and  moderate  policy,  he  insensibly  acquired  an  ascendency 
over  their  counsels,  which  had  been  denied  to  the  feiocious 
Aztec.     His  authority  extended  wider  and  wider  every  day  ;  and 

the  spot,  and  the  peculiar  facilities  for  information  afforded  by  his  position, 
make  him  decidedly  the  Ijcst  authority. 

'^  Cortes,  with  an  eve  less  ncnsiDlc  to  the  picturesque  than  his  pi  eat  pre- 
decessor in  the  track  of  discovery,  Columbus,  was  full  as(juick  in  detecting 
the  ca])abilities  of  the  soil.  " 'I'iene  un  Valle  redondo  miiy  fertile  dc  FruLis, 
y  Alj^odon,  (juc  en  nin^una  parte  dc  los  I'ucrtos  ariih.i  »c  h.ice  por  la  gran 
trialdadry  alli  es  Tierra  calicute  y  causalo,  (luecsla  muy  abrigadade  Sierras; 
todo  estc  Vallc  se  ricga  por  muy  bucnas  A/.e(|uias,  que  tienen  muy  bicn  saca- 
das,  y  concertadas.**     Ibid.,  p]i.  164,  165. 

^'  r^o  numerous,  according  to  Corte^s,  that  they  covered  hill  and  dale,  .is 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  mustering  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  strong  I  {Ibid.,j).  16:!.)  When  the  Conmierors  attempt  anvtli:iig 
like  a  precise  numeration,  it  will  be  .as  ?<afe  to  substitute  "a  multitude  "  "a 
great  force/'  &c.,  trusting  the  amount  to  the  reader's  own  imagination- 
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a  new  empire  grew  up,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  land,  forming  9 
counterpoise  to  the  colossal  power  which  had  so  long  overshad- 
owed it.^' 

Cortes  now  felt  himself  strong  enough  to  put  in  execution  the 
plans  for  recovering  the  capital,  over  which  he  had  been  brood- 
ing ever  since  the  hour  of  his  expulsion.  He  had  greatly  under- 
valued the  resources  of  the  Aztec  monarchy.  He  was  now  aware, 
from  bitter  experience,  that,  to  vanquish  it,  his  own  forces,  and 
all  he  could  hope  to  muster,  would  be  incompetent,  without  a 
very  extensive  support  from  the  Indians  themselves.  A  large 
army  would,  moreover,  require  large  supplies  for  its  maintenance, 
and  these  could  not  be  regularly  obtained,  during  a  protracted 
siege,  without  the  friendly  cooperation  of  the  natives.  On  such 
support  he  might  now  safely  calculate  from  TIascala,  and  the 
other  Indian  territories,  whose  warriors  were  so  eager  to  serve 
under  his  banners.  His  past  acquaintance  with  them  had  in- 
structed him  in  their  national  character  and  system  of  war; 
while  the  natives  who  had  fought  under  his  command,  if  they  had 
caught  little  of  the  Spanish  tactics,  had  learned  to  act  in  concert 
with  the  white  men,  and  to  obey  him  implicitly  as  their  com- 
mander. This  was  a  considerable  improvement  in  such  wild  and 
disorderly  levies,  and  greatly  augmented  the  strength  derived 
from  numbers. 

Experience  showed,  that,  in  a  future  conflict  with  the  capital, 
it  would  not  do  to  trust  to  the  causeways,  but  that,  to  succeed, 
he  must  command  the  lake.  He  proposed,  therefore,  to  build  a 
number  of  vessels  like  those  constructed  under  his  orders  in 
Montezuma's  time,  and  afterwards  destroyed  by  the  inhabitants. 
For  this  he  had  still  the  services  of  the  same  experienced  ship- 
builder, Martin  Lopez,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  had  fortunately 
escaped  the  slaughter  of  the  "  Melancholy  Night."  Cortds  now 
sent  this  man  to  TIascala,  with  orders  to  build  thirteen  brigan- 
tines,  which  might  be  taken  to  pieces  and  carried  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  Indians  to  be  launched  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Tezcuco. 
The  sails,  rigging,  and  iron  work,  were  to  be  brought  from  Vera 
Cruz,  where  they  had  been  stored  since  their  removal  from  the 
dismantled  ships.  It  was  a  bold  conception,  that  of  constructing 
a  fleet  to  be  transported  across  forest  and  mountain  before  it  was 
launched  on  its  destined  waters  !     But  it  suited  the  daring  genius 

'^  For  the  hostilities  with  the  Indian  tribes,  noticed  in  the  preceding  pages, 
see,  in  addition  to  the  Letter  of  Cortes,  so  often  cited,  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las 
Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  15, — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  15, 
16, — Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  90, — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la 
Conquista,  cap.  130,  132,  134, — Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  114-117, — P.  Martyr 
De  Orbe  Novo,  dec.  5,  cap.  6, — Camargo,  Hist,  de  TIascala,  MS. 
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of  Cortes,  who,  with  the  cooperation  of  his  stanch  Tlascalan 
confederates,  did  not  doubt  his  ability  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion. 

It  was  with  no  little  regret,  that  the  general  learned  at  this 
time  the  death  of  his  good  friend  Maxixca,  the  old  lord  of  Tlas- 
cala,  who  had  stood  by  him  so  steadily  in  the  hour  of  adversity. 
He  had  fallen  a  victim  to  that  terrible  epidemic,  the  smallpox, 
which  was  now  sweeping  over  the  land  like  fire  over  the  prairies, 
smiting  down  prince  and  peasant,  and  adding  another  to  the 
long  train  of  woes  that  followed  the  march  of  the  white  men. 
It  was  imported  into  the  country,  it  is  said,  by  a  Negro  slave,  in 
the  fleet  of  Narvaez.'®  It  first  broke  out  in  Cempoalla.  The 
poor  natives,  ignorant  of  the  best  mode  of  treating  the  loath- 
some disorder,  sought  relief  in  their  usual  practice  of  bathing  in 
cold  water,  which  greatly  aggravated  their  trouble.  From  Cem- 
poalla it  spread  rapidly  over  the  neighboring  country,  and,  pene- 
trating through  Tlascala,  reached  the  Aztec  capital,  where 
Montezuma's  successor,  Cuitlahua,  fell  one  of  its  first  victims. 
Thence  it  swept  down  towards  the  borders  of  the  Pacific,  leaving 
its  path  strewn  with  the  dead  bodies  of  the  natives,  who,  in  the 
strong  language  of  a  contemporary,  perished  in  heaps  like  cattle 
stricken  with  the  murrain.^*  It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  fatal 
to  the  Spaniards,  many  of  whom,  probably,  had  already  had  the 
disorder,  and  who  were,  at  all  events,  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
per method  of  treating  it. 

The  death  of  Maxixca  was  deeply  regretted  by  the  troops,  who 
lost  in  him  a  true  and  most  efficient  ally.  With  his  last  breath, 
he  commended  them  to  his  son  and  successor,  as  the  great  beings 
whose  coming  into  the  country  had  been  so  long  predicted  by 
the  oracles.*  He  expressed  a  desire  to  die  in  the  profession  of 
the  Christian  faith,  Cortes  no  sooner  learned  his  condition  than 
he  despatched  father  Olmedo  to  Tlascala.  The  friar  found  that 
Maxixca  had  already  caused  a  crucifix  to  be  j)laced  before  his 
sick  couch,  as  the  object  of  his  adoration.  After  exi)laining,  as 
intelligibly  as  he  could,  the  truths  of  revelation,  he  baptized  the 

^*  "  La  primera  fu^  de  viruela  y  comenz6  dc  esta  inanera.  Sicndo  Capitan 
y  Govcrnador  Hernando  C<)it<^s  al  ticmpo  (juc  el  Capitan  Tanfilo  dc  Narvacz 
desembarco  en  esta  ticrra.  en  uno  dc  sus  navios  vino  un  negro  hcrido  de 
viruelas,  la  <  iial  enfcrmcdad  nunca  en  esta  titrra  se  habia  visto,  y  esta  sa/on 
estaba  esta  niicva  F'.spafia  en  estrcmo  nuiv  llcna  dc  gentc."  Toribio,  Hist, 
de  los  Indios,  MS.,  I'artc  i,  cap.  i. 

'•  "  Morian  coino  cliiiK  hcs  d  montoncs."  (Ibid.,  ubi  supra.)  "  Eran  tanto* 
los  difuntcjs  (jue  nv^rian  de  aqucUa  enfcrmcdad,  <|uc  no  habia  quicn  los  enter- 
raac,  por  lo  cual  en  Mexico  los  cchaban  en  las  azecjuias,  porqiir  ent('Mice» 
habia  niiiy  grandc  (:o|)ia  dc  aguas  y  era  iniiv  grandc  hrdor  el  qua  salia  d« 
loH  nicrj)()S  miwrtos."     Sahamin,  I  list.  i\v  Nueva  Kspafta,  lib.  8,  cap.  i. 

*  IScrnul  Diaz,  Hist,  dc  la  Conquista,  cap.  136. 


132 


EXPULSION  FROM  MEXICO, 


dying  chieftain  ;  and  the  Spaniards  had  the  satisfaction  to  ba 
lieve  that  the  soul  of  their  benefactor  was  exempted  from  the 
doom  of  eternal  perdition,  that  hung  over  the  unfortunate  Indian 
who  perished  in  his  unbelief.^^ 

Their  late  brilliant  successes  seem  to  have  reconciled  most  of 
the  disaffected  soldiers  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  There 
were  still  a  few  among  them,  the  secretary  Duero,  Bermudez  the 
treasurer,  and  others  high  in  office,  or  wealthy  hidalgos,  who  look- 
ed with  disgust  on  another  campaign,  and  now  loudly  reiterated 
their  demand  of  a  free  passage  to  Cuba.  To  this  Cortes,  satis- 
fied with  the  support  on  which  he  could  safely  count,  made  no  fur- 
ther objection.  Having  once  given  his  consent,  he  did  all  in  his 
power  to  facilitate  their  departure,  and  provide  for  their  comfort. 
He  ordered  the  best  ship  at  Vera  Cruz  to  be  placed  at  their  dis- 
posal, to  be  well  supplied  wnth  provisions  and  everything  neces- 
sary for  the  voyage,  and  sent  Alvarado  to  the  coast  to  super- 
intend the  embarkation.  He  took  the  most  courteous  leave  of 
them,  with  assurances  of  his  own  unalterable  regard.  But, 
as  the  event  proved,  those  who  could  part  from  him  at  this  crisis 
had  little  sympathy  with  his  fortunes ;  and  we  find  Duero  not  long 
afterwards  in  Spain,  supporting  the  claims  of  Velasquez  before 
the  emperor,  in  opposition  to  those  of  his  former  friend  and 
commander. 

The  loss  of  these  few  men  was  amply  compensated  by  the 
arrival  of  others,  whom  fortune — to  use  no  higher  term — most 
unexpectedly  threw  in  his  way.  The  first  of  these  came  in  a 
small  vessel  sent  from  Cuba  by  the  governor,  Velasquez,  with 
stores  for  the  colony  at  Vera  Cruz.  He  was  not  aware  of  the 
late  transactions  in  the  country,  and  of  the  discomfiture  of  his 
officer.  In  the  vessel  came  despatches,  it  is  said,  from  Fonseca, 
bishop  of  Burgos,  instructing  Narvaez  to  send  Cortes,  if  he  had 
not  already  done  so,  for  trial  to  Spain.^  The  alcalde  of  Vera 
Cruz,  agreeably  to  the  general's  instructions,  allowed  the  captain 
of  the  bark  to  land,  who  had  no  doubt  that  the  country  was  in  the 
hands  of  Narvaez.  He  was  undeceived  by  being  seized,  together 
with  his  men,  so  soon  as  they  had  set  foot  on  shore.  The  vessel 
was  then  secured  ;  and  the  commander  and  his  crew,  finding  out 
their  error,  were  persuaded  without  much  difficulty  to  join  their 
countrymen  in  Tlascala. 

A  second  vessel,  sent  soon  after  by  Velasquez,  shared  the 
same  fate,  and  those  on  board  consented,  also  to  take  theii 
chance  in  the  expedition  under  Cortes. 

21  Ibid.,   ubi  supra. — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.    2,   lib,   10,  cap.  I^.-^ 

Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Espana,  MS.,  lib  12,  cap.  39, 
^  Bernal  Diaz,  Ibid.,  cap.  131. 
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About  the  same  time,  Garay,  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  fitted 
out  three  ships  with  an  armed  force  to  plant  a  colony  on  the 
Panuco,  a  river  which  pours  into  the  Gulf  a  few  degrees  north  of 
Villa  Rica.  Garay  persisted  in  establishing  this  settlement,  in 
contempt  of  the  claims  of  Cortes,  who  had  already  entered  into 
a  friendly  communication  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  region. 
But  the  crew  experienced  such  a  rough  reception  from  the  natives 
on  landing,  and  lost  so  many  men,  that  they  were  glad  to  take 
to  their  vessels  again.  One  of  these  foundered  in  a  storm.  The 
others  put  into  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  to  restore  the  men,  much 
weakened  by  hunger  and  disease.  Here  they  were  kindly  re- 
ceived, their  wants  supplied,  their  wounds  healed  ;  when  they 
were  induced,  by  the  liberal  promises  of  Cortes,  to  abandon  the 
disastrous  service  of  their  employer,  and  enlist  under  his  own 
prosperous  banner.  The  reinforcements  obtained  from  these 
sources  amounted  to  full  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  well  provided 
with  arms  and  ammunition,  together  with  twenty  horses.  By 
this  strange  concurrence  of  circumstances,  Cortes  saw  himself 
in  possession  of  the  supplies  he  most  needed  ;  that,  too,  from 
the  hand  of  his  enemies,  whose  cosily  preparations  were  thus 
turned  to  the  benefit  of  the  very  man  whom  they  were  designed 
to  ruin. 

His  good  fortune  did  not  stop  here.  A  ship  from  the  Canaries- 
touched  at  Cuba,  freighted  with  arms  and  military  stores  for 
the  adventurers  in  the  New  World.  Their  commander  heard 
there  of  the  recent  discoveries  in  Mexico,  and,  tninking  it  would 
afford  a  favorable  market  for  him,  dire*. ted  his  course  to  Vera 
Cruz.  He  was  not  mistaken.  The  alcalde,  by  the  general's 
orders,  purchased  both  ship  and  cargo  ;  and  the  crews,  catching 
the  spirit  of  adventure,  followed  their  countrymen  into  the  in- 
terior. There  seemed  to  be  a  magic  in  the  name  of  Cort6s, 
which  drew  all  who  came  within  hearing  of  it  under  his 
standard.*^ 

Having  now  completed  the  arrangements  for  settling  his  new 
conquests,  there  seemed  to  be  no  further  reason  for  postponing 
his  departure  to  Tlascala.  He  was  first  solicited  by  the  citizens 
of  Tepeaca  to  leave  a  garrison  with  them,  to  protect  them  from 
the  vengeance  of  the  Aztecs.  Cortes  acceded  to  the  request, 
and,  considering  the  central  position  of  the  town  favorable  for 
maintaining  his  conquests,  resolved  to  plant  a  colony  there.  For 
this  object  he  selected  sixtv  of  his  soldiers,  most  of  whom  were 
disabled  by  wounds  or  infirmity.     He   appointed  the   alcaldes, 

*■  Ibid.,  cap.  131,  133,  136. — llrrrrr.-*.  Hist.  C.rneral,  uM  siiprn — Kel. 
Srr;.  dc  (,'(»rt^R,  ap.  Lorcn/ana,  jip.  154,  1O7.— Ovicdo,  Hist,  dc  las  Ind., 
MS.,  lib.  33,  c.ip.  16. 
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regidores,  and  other  functionaries  of  a  civic  magistracy.  Tht 
place  he  called  Segura  de  la  Frontera,  or  Security  of  the  Fron« 
tier.2*  jt  received  valuable  privileges  as  a  city,  a  few  years  later, 
from  the  emperor  Charles  the  Fifth  ;  ^  and  rose  to  some  con- 
sideration in  the  age  of  the  Conquest.  But  its  consequence  soon 
after  declined.  Even  its  Castilian  name,  with  the  same  caprice 
which  has  decided  the  fate  of  more  than  one  name  in  our  own 
country,  was  gradually  supplanted  by  its  ancient  one,  and  the 
little  village  of  Tepeaca  is  all  that  now  commemorates  the  once 
flourishing  Indian  capital,  and  the  second  Spanish  colony  in 
Mexico. 

While  at  Segura,  Cortes  wrote  that  celebrated  letter  to  the 
emperor, — the  second  in  the  series, — so  often  cited  in  the  pre- 
ceding pages.  It  takes  up  the  narrative  with  the  departure  from 
Vera  Cruz,  and  exhibits  in  a  brief  and  comprehensive  form  the 
occurrences  up  to  the  time  at  which  we  are  now  arrived.  In  the 
concluding  page,  the  general,  after  noticing  the  embarrassments 
under  which  he  labors,  says,  in  his  usual  manly  spirit,  that  he  holds 
danger  and  fatigue  light  in  comparison  with  the  attainment  of 
his  object  ;  and  that  he  is  confident  a  short  time  will  restore 
the  Spaniards  to  their  former  position,  and  repair  all  their 
losses.^ 

He  notices  the  resemblance  of  Mexico,  and  many  of  its  features 
and  productions,  to  the  mother  country,  and  requests  that  it  may 
henceforth  be  called,  "New  Spain  f  the  Ocean  Sea."^^  He 
finally  requests  that  a  commission  may  be  sent  out,  at  once,  to 
investigate  his  conduct,  and  to  verify  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ments. 

This  letter,  which  was  printed  at  Seville  the  year  after  its  re- 
ception, has  been  since  reprinted,  and  translated,  more  than 
once.^     It  excited  a  great  sensation  at   the  court,  and  among 

2*  Rel.  Seg.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  156. 

25  Clavigero,  Stor.  del  Messico,  torn.  3,  p.  153. 

26  "  E  creo,  como  ya  a  Vuestra  Magestad  he  dicho,  que  en  muy  breve  tomard 
al  estado,  en  que  antes  yo  la  tenia,  e  se  restauraran  las  perdidas  pasadas/* 
Rel.  Seg.,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  167. 

27  *'  Me  parecio,  que  el  mas  conveniente  nombre  para  esta  dicha  Tierra, 
era  llamarse  la  Nueva  Espana  del  Mar  Oceano :  y  assi  en  nombre  de  Vuestra 
Magestad  se  le  piiso  aqueste  nombre  ;  humildemente  suplico  a  Vuestra  Al- 
teza  lo  tenga  por  bien,  y  mande,  que  se  nombre  assi."  (Ibid.,  p.  i*^^^-)  The 
name  of  "  New  Spain,"  without  other  addition,  had  been  before  given  by 
Grijalva  to  Yucatad.     Ante,  Book  2,  Chapter  i. 

28  It  was  dated,  "  De  la  Villa  Segura  de  la  Frontera  de  esta  N -.eva  Es- 
pana,  a  treinta  de  Octubre  de  mil  quinientos  veinte  anos."  But,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  loss  of  the  ship  intended  to  bear  it,  the  letter  was  not  sent  till 
the  spring  of  the  follo\7ing  year :  leaving  the  nation  still  in  ignorance  of  the  fate 
©f  the  gallant  adventurers  in  Mexico,  and  the  magnitude  of  their  discoveries. 
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the  friends  of  science  generally.  The  previous  discoveries  in 
the  New  World  had  disappointed  the  expectations  which  had 
been  formed  after  the  solution  of  the  grand  problem  of  its  ex- 
istence. They  had  brought  to  light  only  rude  tribes,  which, 
however  gentle  and  inoffensive  in  their  manners,  were  still  in 
the  primitive  stages  of  barbarism.  Here  was  an  authentic  ac- 
count of  a  vast  nation,  potent  and  populous,  exhibiting  an 
elaborate  social  polity,  well  advanced  in  the  arts  of  civilization, 
occupying  a  soil  that  teemed  with  mineral  treasures  and  with  a 
boundless  variety  of  vegetable  products,  stores  of  wealth,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  that  seemed,  for  the  first  time,  to  realize 
the  golden  dreams  in  which  the  great  discoverer  of  the  New 
World  had  so  fondly,  and  in  his  own  day  so  fallaciously,  in- 
dulged. Well  might  the  scholar  of  that  age  exult  in  the  revela- 
tion of  these  wonders,  which  so  many  had  long,  but  in  vain, 
desired  to  see.® 

With  this  letter  went  another  to  the  emperor,  signed,  as  it 
would  seem,  by  nearly  every  officer  and  soldier  in  the  camp.  It 
expatiated  on  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  expedition 
by  Velasquez  and  Narvaez,  and  the  great  prejudice  this  had 
caused  to  the  royal  interests.  It  then  set  forth  the  services  of 
Cortes,  and  besought  the  emperor  to  confirm  him  in  his  author- 
ity, and  not  to  allow  any  interference  with  one  who,  from  his 
personal  character,  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  land  and  its 
people,  and  the  attachment  of  his  soldiers,  was  the  man  best 
qualified  in  all  the  world  to  achieve  the  conquest  of  the  coun- 
try.«> 

It  added  not  a  little  to  the  perplexities  of  Cortds,  that  he  was 
still  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  light  in  which  his  conduct  was 
regarded  in  Spain.  He  had  not  even  heard  whether  his  de- 
spatches sent  the  year  preceding  from  Vera  Cruz,  had  been  re- 
ceived. Mexico  was  as  far  removed  from  all  intercourse  with 
the  civilized  world,  as  if  it  had  been  placed  at  the  antipodes. 
Few  vessels  had  entered,   and   none   had  been  allowed  to  leave 

•  The  state  of  feeling  occasioned  by  these  discoveries  may  he  seen  in  the 
COrrcsj)()ndcncc  of  ^ctcr  Martyr,  then  residing  at  the  court  of  Castile.  .See, 
In  particular,  his  epistle,  dated  March,  is^i.  to  his  noble  pupil,  the  Marcjues 
de  Mondcjar,  In  which  he  dwells  with  unl)()unded  satisfaction  on  all  the  rich 
stores  of  science  which  the  expedition  of  Cortc's  had  thrown  ojx-n  to  the 
world.     Opus  Kpislolarum,  ep.  771. 

■'  'I'his  n)cnu)rial  is  in  that  part  of  mv  collection  made  by  the  former 
President  of  the  Spanish  Acadcmv,  Vargas  I'ontjc.  It  is  .signed  bv  four  hun- 
dred aiul  fortv-four  names  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  this  roll,  which  iiu  hides 
every  other  familiar  name  in  the  armv,  shoiild  not  contain  that  of  Hcrnal 
Diaz  del  Castillo.  It  can  (mlv  be  accounird  for  by  his  illness;  as  he  tellt. 
as  he  wa.^  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  fever  about  this  time.  Mist,  de  la  Coo« 
quista,  cap.  134. 


136  EXPULSION  FROM  MEXICO. 

its  ports.  The  governor  of  Cuba,  an  island  distant  but  a  tew 
days'  sail,  was  yet  ignorant,  as  we  have  seen,  of  the  fate  of  his 
armament.  On  the  arrival  of  every  new  vessel  or  fleet  on  these 
shores,  Cortds  might  well  doubt  whether  it  brought  aid  to  his 
undertaking,  or  a  royal  commission  to  supersede  him.  His  san- 
guine spirit  relied  on  the  former  ;  though  the  latter  was  much 
the  more  probable,  considering  the  intimacy  of  his  enemy,  the 
governor,  with  Bishop  Fonseca,  a  man  jealous  of  his  authority, 
and  one  who,  from  his  station  at  the  head  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, held  a  predominant  control  over  the  affairs  of  the  New 
World.  It  was  the  policy  of  Cortds,  therefore,  to  lose  no  time ; 
to  push  forward  his  preparations,  lest  another  should  be  per- 
mitted to  snatch  the  laurel  now  almost  within  his  grasp.  Could 
he  but  reduce  the  Aztec  capital,  he  felt  that  he  should  be  safe ; 
aiid  that,  in  whatever  light  his  irregular  proceedings  might  now 
be  viewed,  his  services  in  that  event  would  far  more  than  coun- 
terbalance them  in  the  eyes  both  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  general  wrote,  also,  to  the  Royal  Audience  at  St.  Domin- 
go, in  order  to  interest  them  in  his  cause.  He  sent  four  vessels 
to  the  same  island,  to  obtain  a  further  supply  of  arms  and  am- 
munition ;  and,  the  better  to  stimulate  the  cupidity  of  adven- 
turers, and  allure  them  to  the  expedition,  he  added  specimens 
of  the  beautiful  fabrics  of  the  country,  and  of  its  precious 
metals.^^  The  funds  for  procuring  these  important  supplies 
were,  probably,  derived  from  the  plunder  gathered  in  the  late 
battles,  and  the  gold  which,  as  already  remarked,  had  been 
saved  from  the  general  wreck  by  the  Castilian  convoy. 

It  was  the  middle  of  December,  when  Cortes,  having  com- 
pleted all  his  arrangements,  set  out  on  his  return  to  Tlascala, 
ten  or  twelve  leagues  distant.  He  marched  in  the  van  of  the 
army,  and  took  the  way  of  Cholula.  How  different  was  his  con- 
dition from  that  in  which  he  had  left  the  republican  capital  not 
five  months  before  !  His  march  was  a  triumphal  procession, 
displaying  the  various  banners  and  military  ensigns  taken  from 
the  enemy,  long  files  of  captives,  and  all  the  rich  spoils  of  con- 
quest gleaned  from  many  a  hard-fought  field.  As  the  army 
passed  through  the  towns  and  villages,  the  inhabitants  poured 
out  to  greet  them,  and,  as  they  drew  near  to  Tlascala,  the  whole 

31  Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  179. — Herrera,  Hist.  General, 
dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  18. 

Alonso  de  Avila  went  as  the  bearer  of  despatches  to  St.  Domingo.  BernaJ 
Diaz,  who  is  not  averse,  now  and  then,  to  a  fling  at  his  commander,  says, 
that  Cortes  was  willing  to  get  rid  of  this  gallant  cavalier,  because  he  was  to« 
jndeDendenl  and  plain-spoken.     Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  136. 


RETURN-  IN  TRIUMPH  TO  TLASCALA. 


137 


population,  men,  women,  and  children,  came  forth  celebrating 
their  return  with  songs,  dancing,  and  music.  Arches  decorated 
with  flowers  were  thrown  across  the  streets  through  which  they 
passed,  and  a  Tlascalan  orator  addressed  the  general,  on  his 
entrance  into  the  city,  in  a  lofty  panegyric  on  his  late  achieve- 
ments, proclaaming  him  the  "  avenger  of  the  nation."  Amidst 
this  pomp  and  triumphal  show,  Cortes  and  his  principal  officers 
were  seen  clad  in  deep  mourning  in  honor  of  their  friend 
Maxixca.  And  this  tribute  of  respect  to  their  memory  of  their 
venerated  ruler  touched  the  Tlascalans  more  sensibly  than  all 
the  proud  display  of  military  trophies.^ 

The  general's  first  act  was  to  confirm  the  son  of  his  deceased 
friend  in  the  succession,  which  had  been  contested  by  an  illegit- 
imate brother.  The  youth  was  but  twelve  years  of  age  ;  and 
Cortes  prevailed  on  him  without  difficulty  to  follow  his  father's 
example,  and  receive  baptism.  He  afterwards  knighted  him 
with  his  own  hand  ;  the  first  instance,  probably,  of  the  order  of 
chivalry  being  conferred  on  an  American  Indian.^  The  elder 
Xicotencatl  was  also  persuaded  to  embrace  Christianity  ;  and 
the  example  of  their  rulers  had  its  obvious  effect  in  preparing 
the  minds  of  the  people  for  the  reception  of  the  truth.  Cortes, 
whether  from  the  suggestions  of  Olmedo,  or  from  the  engrossing 
nature  of  his  own  affairs,  did  not  press  the  work  of  conversion 
further,  at  this  time,  but  wisely  left  the  good  seed,  already  sown, 
to  ripen  in  secret,  till  time  should  bring  forth  the  harvest. 

The  Spanish  commander,  during  his  short  stay  in  Tlascala, 
urged  forward  the  preparations  for  the  campaign.  He  endeav- 
ored to  drill  the  Tlascalans,  and  to  give  them  some  idea  of 
European  discipline  and  tactics.  He  caused  new  arms  to  be 
made,  and  the  old  ones  to  be  put  in  order.  Powder  was  manu- 
factured with  the  aid  of  sulphur  obtained  by  some  adventurous 
cavaliers  from  the  smoking  throat  of  Popocatepetl.'^  The  con- 
struction of  the  brigantines  went  forward  prosperously  under 
the  direction  of  Lopez,  with  the  aid  of  the  Tlascalans."^     Timber 

2Rcrnal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  136.— Ilcrrcra,  Hist.  General, 
dec.  2,  lib.  10,  cap.  19. 

^  n)id.,  ul)i  supra. 

*'  in'9010,"  says  Ilcrrera,  "i  armolc  cahallcro,  al  vso  dcCastilla  :  i  portjuc 
lo  fii^BC  de  Jcsu-Christo,  Ic  hi9()  i)auti(;ar,  i  sc  ll.imo  D.  Lorcn90  Maxiscatzin." 

^  K«)r  an  a(  count  of  the  manner  in  which  this  article  was  procured  by 
MontaRo  and  his  douqhtv  companions,  sec  Ante,  |).  49. 

*^  "  Ans{  se  hici<^  ron  trccc  l)crgantincs  en  el  liarrio  dc  Atcmpa.  junto  a  una 
hermita  que  se  llama  San  Hucnaventura,  los  <|uales  hizo  y  otro  Martin  Lopez 
ono  ^o  los  primeros  conquistadorcs,  y  Ic  ayud6  Negucr  Gomez."  Hist.  d« 
Tlascala,  MS 
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was  cut  in  the  forests,  and  pitch,  an  article  unknown  to  the  In* 
dians,  was  obtained  from  the  pines  on  the  neighboring  Sierra  de 
Malinche.  The  rigging  and  other  appurtenances  were  trans- 
ported by  the  Indian  tamanes  from  Villa  Rica ;  and  by  Christ- 
mas, the  work  was  so  far  advanced,  that  it  was  no  longer  neoes* 
sary  for  Cortds  to  delay  the  march  to  Mexico. 


QUATEMOZIN,  EMPEROR  OF  THE  AZTECS.  i^^ 


CHAPTER  VII. 

GUATEMOZTN,    EmPEROR    OF    THE    AZTECS. — PREPARATIONS    FOR 

THE    March.  —  Military   Code.  —  Spaniards    cross    the 
Sierra.  —  Enter  Tezcuco.  —  Prince  Ixtlilxochitl. 

1520. 

While  the  events  related  in  the  preceding  Chapter  were 
passing,  an  important  change  had  taken  place  in  the  Aztec 
monarchy.  Montezuma's  brother  and  successor,  Cuitlahua, 
had  suddenly  died  of  the  small-pox,  after  a  brief  reign  of  four 
months, — brief,  but  glorious,  for  it  had  witnessed  the  overthrow 
of  the  Spaniards  and  iheir  expulsion  from  Mexico.*  On  the 
death  of  their  warlike  chief,  the  electors  were  convened,  as 
usual,  to  supply  the  vacant  throne.  It  was  an  office  of  great 
responsibility  in  the  dark  hour  of  their  fortunes.  The  Uoteucili^ 
or  high-priest,  invoked  the  blessing  of  the  supreme  God  on  their 
deliberations.  His  prayer  is  still  extant.  It  was  the  last  one 
ever  made  on  a  similar  occasion  in  Anahuac,  and  a  few  extracts 
from  it  may  interest  the  reader,  as  a  specimen  of  Aztec 
eloquence. 

"  O  Lord  !  thou  knowest  that  the  days  of  our  sovereign  are 
at  an  end,  for  thou  hast  placed  him  beneath  thy  feet.  He 
abides  in  the  place  of  his  retreat  :  he  has  trodden  the  path 
which  we    are  all   to  tread  ;    he  has  gone   to  the  house    whither 

*  SoHs  dismisses  this  prince  with  this  remark,  **  that  he  rcipncd  hut  .a  few 
days  ;  long  enough,  however,  for  his  indolence  and  apathy  t<J  efface  the 
memory  of  his  name  among  the  people."  (Conquista,  lib.  4.  cap.  16.) 
Whence  the  historiographer  of  the  Indies  borrowed  the  coloring  for  this  por- 
trait I  cannot  conjecture  ;  certainly  not  from  the  ancient  authorities,  which 
uniformly  delineate  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  Aztec  sovereign  in  the 
light  represented  in  the  text.  Cortes,  who  ought  to  know,  describes  him  "as 
held  to  be  very  wise  and  valiant."  Rel .  Sec,  ap.  I.orenzana,  p.  iT/) — See 
also,  Sahagun,  Hist.  i\c  Nucva  Kspafia,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  20,  Hcrrera, 
Hist,  frcneral,  dec.  2.  lib.  ro,  rap.  i(>, —  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich..  MS.,  cap. 
88, — Oviedo,  Hist,  dc  las  Ind.,  JVIS.,  lilx  jj,  cap.  16, — («omara.  Cr6nica,cap. 
118. 
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we  are  all  to  follow, — the  house  of  eternal  darkness,  where  no 
light  Cometh.     He  is  gathered  to  his  rest,  and  no  one  henceforth 

shall  disquiet  him All  these  were  the  princes,  his  pre^ 

decessors,  who  sat  on  the  imperial  throne,  directing  the  affairs 
of  thy  kingdom  ;  for  thou  art  the  universal  lord  and  emperor, 
by  whose  will  and  movement  the  whole  world  is  directed  \ 
thou  needest  not  the  counsel  of  another.  They  laid  down  the 
intolerable  burden  of  government,  and  left  it  to  him,  their  suc- 
cessor. Yet  he  sojourned  but  a  few  days  in  his  kingdom, — 
but  a  few  days  had  we  enjoyed  his  presence,  when  thou  sum- 
monedst  him  away  to  follow  those  who  had  ruled  over  the  land 
before  him.  And  great  cause  has  he  for  thankfulness,  that 
thou  hast  relieved  him  from  so  grievous  a  load,  and  placed  him 

in  tranquillity  and   rest Who  now  shall  order  matters 

for  the  good  of  the  people  and  the  realm  ?  Who  shall  appoint 
the  judges  to  administer  justice  to  thy  people  ?  Who  now  shall 
bid  the  drum  and  the  flute  to  sound,  and  gather  together  the 
veteran  soldiers  and  the  men  mighty  in  battle  ?  Our  Lord  and 
our  Defence  !  wilt  thou,  in  thy  wisdom,  elect  one  who  shall  be 
worthy  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  thy  kingdom  ;  one  who  shall  bear 
the  grievous  burden  of  government ;  who  shall  comfort  and 
cherish  thy    poor  people,    even  as   the   mother   cherisheth   her 

offspring  ?     O  Lord  most    merciful  !  pour  forth  thy  light 

and  thy  splendor   over  this  thine    empire  !     Order  it  so 

that  thou  shalt  be  served  in  all,  and  through  all."^ 

2  The  reader  of  Spanish  will  see,  that,  in  the  version  in  the  text,  I  have 
condensed  the  original,  which  abounds  in  the  tautology  and  repetitions 
characteristic  of  the  compositions  of  a  rude  people. 

**  Senor  nuestro  !  ya  V.  M.  sabe  como  es  muerto  nuestro  N. :  ya  lo  habeis 
puesto  debajo  de  vuestros  pies:  ya  esta  en  su  recogimiento,  y  es  ido  por  el 
camino  que  todos  hemos  de  ir  y  a  la  casa  donde  hemos  de  morar,  casa  de 
perpetuas  tinieblas,  donde  ni  hay  ventana,  ni  luz  alguna:  ya  esta  en  el  reposo 

donde  nadie  le  desasosegara Todos  estos  senores  y  reys  rigieron, 

gobernaron,  y  gozaron  del  senorio  y  dignidad  real,  y  del  trono  y  sitial  del 
imperio,  los  cuales  ordendron  y  concertaron  las  cosas  de  vuestro  reino,  que 
sois  el  universal  senor  y  emperador,  por  cuyo  albedrio  y  motivo  se  rige  todo 
el  uni verso,  y  que  no  teneis  necesidad  de  consejo  de  ningun  otro.  Ya  estos 
dichos  dejaron  la  carga  intolerable  del  gobierno  que  trageron  sobre  sus  hom- 
bros,  y  lo  dejaron  a  su  successor  N.,  el  cual  por  algunos  pocos  dias  tuvo  en 
pie  su  sefiono  y  reino,  y  ahora  ya  se  ha  ido  en  pos  de  ellos  al  otro  mundo, 
porque  vos  le  mandasteis  que  fuese  y  le  llamasteis,  y  por  haberle  descargado 
de  tan  gran  carga,  y  quitado  tan  gran  trabajo,  y  haberle  puesto  en  paz  y  en 
reposo,  esta  muy  obligado  a  daros  gracias.  Algunos  pocos  dias  le  logramos, 
y  ahora   para  siempre  se  ausento   de   nosotros   para   nunca  mas  volver   al 

mundo ^'Quien  ordenara  y  dispondra  las  cosas  necesarias  al  bien 

del  pueblo,  senorio  y  reino  ?  ^"Quien  elegira  a  los  jueces  particulares,  que 
tengan  carga  de  la  gente  baja  por  los  barrios?  iQuien  mandard  tocar  el 
atambor  y  pi'fano  para  juntar  gente  para  la  guerra?  ^'Y  quien  reunira  y 
acaudillara  a  los  soldados  viejos,  y  hombres  diestros  en  la  pelea  ?    Sefioi 


GUATEMOZIN,  EMPEROR  OF  THE  AZTECS.  14^ 

The  choice  fell  on  Quauhtemotzin,  or  Guatemozin,  as 
euphoniously  corrupted  by  the  Spaniards.'*  He  was  nephew  to 
the  two  last  monarchs  and  married  his  cousin,  the  beautiful 
princess  Tecuichpo,  Montezuma's  daughter.  "  He  was  not 
more  than  twenty-five  years  old,  and  elegant  in  his  person  for 
an  Indian,"  says  one  who  had  seen  him  often  ;  *'  valiant,  and  so 
terrible,  that  his  followers  trembled  in  his  presence."  *  He  did 
not  shrink  from  the  perilous  post  that  was  offered  to  him  ;  and, 
as  he  saw  the  tempest  gathering  darkly  around,  he  prepared  to 
meet  it  like  a  man.  Though  young,  he  had  ample  experience 
in  military  matters,  and  had  distinguished  himself  above  all 
others  in  the  bloody  conflicts  of  the  capital.  He  bore  a  sort  of 
religious  hatred  to  the  Spaniards,  like  that  which  Hannibal  is 
said  to  have  sworn,  and  which  he  certainly  cherished,  against  his 
Roman  foes. 

By  means  of  his  spies,  Guatemozin  made  himself  acquainted 
with  the  movements  of  the  Spaniards,  and  their  design  to  be- 
siege the  capital.  Pie  prepared  for  it  by  sending  away  the  use- 
less part  of  the  population,  while  he  called  in  his  potent  vassals 
from  the  neighborhood.  He  continued  the  plans  of  his  predeces- 
sor for  strengthening  the  defences  of  the  city,  reviewed  his 
troops,  and  stimulated  tiiem  by  prizes  to  excel  in  their  exercises. 
He  made  harangues  to  his  soldiers  to  rouse  them  to  a  spirit  of 
desperate  resistance.  He  encouraged  his  vassals  throughout 
the  empire  to  attack  the  white  men  wherever  they  were  to  be 
met  with,  setting  a  price  on  their  heads,  as  well  as  on  the  per- 
sons of  all  who  should  be  brought  alive  to  him  in  Mexico.' 
And  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  Spaniards  to  find  hang- 
ing up  in  the  temples  of  the  conquered  places   the  arms  and  ac- 

nucstro  y  amparador  nucstrol  tenga  por  bien  V.  M.  de  elegir,  v  seiialar 
alKiiiia  persona  suficicnte  para  ciuc  tcnga  vuestro  trono,  y  llcve  k  cuestas  la 
carga  pcsada  del  regimen  de  la  rcpuhlica,  rcgocige  y  regale  a  ios  j)c)pularcs, 

bien  as»i  coino  la  madrc  rcgala  a  sii  hijf),  poiiiendole   en  su  regazo O 

scnor  nuestro  hunianisimo  I  dad  Inmbrc  y  rcsjjlandor  dc  viicstra  mano  a  esto 

rcino  ! Ilagasc  como  V.    NT.   fucre  scrvido  en  todo,  y  por  todo." 

Sahagiin,  Hist,  dc  Nueva  Kspana,  lib.  6,  cap.  5. 

8  The  Spaniards  appear  to  have  ciianged  the  (?«a,  beginning  Aztec  names, 
into  Gua^  in  the  same  manner  as,  in  the  mother  country,  thcv  ch.mi^ed  the 
Wad  ^K  the  beginning  of  Arabic  names  into  Guad.  (See  (londe,  Kl  Nubicnsc, 
I)escripcion  dc  Kspafia,  notas,  passim).  The  Aztec  tziti  was  added  to  the 
names  of  sovereigns  and  great  lords,  as  a  mark  of  reverence.  Thus  C'uithiluia 
was  called  Cuitlahuat/in.  This  termination,  usnallv  dropj>cd  by  the  Span- 
iards, has  bet  n  retained  from  accident,  or,  perhaps,  for  the  sake  of  euphonv, 
in  ( iiiatcmozin's  name. 

*  "  Manccl)o  de  hasta  vcyntc  y  cinco  afios,  bien  gcntil  hombre  para  scr 
Indio,  y  muy  esfor^ado,  y  se  hizo  tcmcr  dc  lal  mancr.a,  que  todos  los  suvos 
temblauan  del;  y  estaua  casado  con  vna  hija  dc  .Montezuma,  bien  hermoM 
mut.',cr  para  ser  India."      Hrrnal  l>ia/.  Hist,  dc  la  C'on(|Uista,  c.ti\  i  v>. 

Vol.  :^  M«*xuM>    r 
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coutrements  of  their  unfortunate  countrymen  who  had  been 
seized  and  sent  to  the  capital  for- sacrifice.^ — Such  was  the  young 
monarch  who  was  now  called  to  the  tottering  throne  of  the 
Aztecs ;  worthy,  by  his  bold  and  magnanimous  nature,  to  sway 
the  sceptre  of  his  country,  in  the  most  flourishing  period  of  her 
renown  ;  and  now,  in  her  distress,  devoting  himself  in  the  true 
spirit  of  a  patriot  prince  to  uphold  her  falling  fortunes,  or 
bravely  perish  with  them/ 

We  must  now  return  to  the  Spaniards  in  Tlascala,  where  we 
left  them  preparing  to  resume  their  march  on  Mexico.  Their 
commander  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  his  troops  tolerably  com- 
plete in  their  appointments  ;  varying,  indeed,  according  to  the 
condition  of  the  different  reinforcements  which  had  arrived 
from  time  to  time  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  superior  to  those  of  the 
army  with  which  he  had  first  invaded  the  country.  His  whole 
force  fell  little  short  of  six  hundred  men ;  forty  of  whom  were 
cavalry,  together  with  eighty  arquebusiers  and  crossbow-men. 
The  rest  were  armed  with  sword  and  target,  and  with  the  copper- 
headed  pike  of  Chinantla.  He  had  nine  cannon  of  a  moderate 
calibre,  and  was  indifferently  supplied  with  powder.^ 

As  his  forces  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  march,  Cortes  rode 
through  the  ranks,  exhorting  his  soldiers,  as  usual  with  him 
on  these  occasions,  to  be  true  to  themselves,  and  the  enterprise 
in  which  they  were  embarked.  He  told  them,  they  were  to 
march  against  r<f^<f/x,  who  had  once  acknowledged  allegiance  to 
the  Spanish  sovereign  ;  ^  against  barbarians,  the  enemies  of 
their  religion.  They  were  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Cross  and 
of  the  crown ;  to  fight  their  own  battles,  to  wipe  away  the  stain 
from  their  arms,  to  avenge  their  injuries,  and  the  loss  of  the 
dear  companions  who  had  been  butchered  on  the  field  or  on 
the    accursed  altar  of  sacrifice.     Never  was  there  a  war  which 

^  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  lo,  cap.  19. 
6  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  134. 

'  One  may  call  to  mind  the  beautiful  invocation  which  Racine  has  put  into 
the  mouth  of  Joad : 

*'  Venez,  cher  rejeton  d'une  vaillante  race, 
Remplir  vos  d^fenseurs  d'une  nouvelle  audace  ; 
Venez  du  diademe  ^  leurs  yeux  vous  couvrir, 
Et  perissez  du  moins  en  roi,  s'il  faut  perir." 

Athalib,  acte  4,  sc^ne  5. 

8  Rel.  Tercera  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  183. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  authorities, — a  thing  worthy  of  note,— concur  in 
this  estimate  of  the  Spanish  forces. 

^  "  Y  como  sin  causa  ninguna  todos  los  Naturales  de  Colua,  que  son  los 
de  la  gran  Ciudad  de  Temixtitan,  y  los  de  todas  las  otras  Provincias  a  ellas 
sujetas,  no  solamente  se  habian  rebelado  conir2i  Vuestra  Magestad."  Ibid., 
ubi  supra. 
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offered  higher  incentives  to  the  Christian  cavalier ;  a  war  which 
opened  to  him  riches  and  renown  in  this  life,  and  an  imperish- 
able glorv-  in  that  to  come.i^ 

Thus  did  the  politic  chief  touch  all  the  secret  springs  of  devo- 
tion, honor,  and  ambition  in  the  bosoms  of  his  martial  audience, 
waking  the  mettle  of  the  most  sluggish  before  leading  him  on 
the  perilous  emprise.  They  answered  with  acclamations,  that 
they  were  ready  to  die  in  defence  of  the  Faith  ;  and  would  eithei 
conquer,  or  leave  their  bones  with  those  of  their  countrymen  in 
the  waters  of  the  Tezcuco. 

The  army  of  the  allies  next  passed  in  review  before  the 
general.  It  is  variously  estimated  by  writers  from  a  hundred 
and  ten  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  soldiers  !  The  palpa- 
ble exaggeration,  no  less  than  the  discrepancy,  shows  that 
little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  any  estimate.  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  it  was  a  multitudinous  array,  consisting  not  only 
of  the  flower  of  the  Tlascalan  warriors,  but  of  those  of  Cholula, 
Tepeaca,  and  the  neighboring  territories,  which  had  submitted 
to  the  Castilian  crown. ^^ 

They  were  armed,  after  the  Indian  fashion,  with  bows  and 
arrows,  the  glassy  viaquahuitl^  and  the  long  pike,  which  formida- 
ble weapon,  Cortds,  as  we  have  seen,  had  introduced  among  his 
own  troops.  They  were  divided  into  battalions,  each  having 
its  own  banner,  displaying  the  appropriate  arms  or  emblem  of 
its  company.  The  four  great  chiefs  of  the  nation  marched  in 
the  van;  three  of  them  venerable  for  their  years,  and  showing, 
in  the  insignia  which  decorated  their  persons,  the  evidence  of 
many  a  glorious  feat  in  arms.  The  panache  of  many-colored 
plumes  floated  frojn  their  casques,  set  in  emeralds  or  other  pre- 
cious stones.  Their  escaupil^  or  stuffed  doublet  of  cotton,  was 
covered  with  the  graceful  surcoat  of  feather-work,  and  their 
feet  were  protected  by  sandals  embossed  with  gold.  Four 
young  pages  followed,  bearing  their  weapons,  and  four  others 
supported  as  many  standards,  on  which  were  emblazoned  the 
armorial  hearings  of  the  fr)ur  greni  divisions  of  the  repul)lic.^ 
The  Tlascalans,  though  frugal  in  the  extreme,  and  rude  in  iheir 
way  of  life,  were  as  ambitious  of  display  in  their  military  attire 
as  any  of  the    races   on    the    plateau.     As  they  defiled    before 

*°  Rcl.  Terc.  dc  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  184. 

**  Porque  dcmans  del  prcniio,  (lue  Ics  davia  en  cl  cicio,  sc  Ics  ncguirian  en 
Cflto  mundo  grandissinia  huiira,  nqucz.is  inestimable^."     Ixtlilxuchitl,  Hist 
Chichimrc.i,  MS,,  cap.  91. 

"  "  ( 'osa  muv  de  ver,"  says  father  Sahagun,  without  haxardlng  anv  preciae 
nuinlx-r,  '*  en  la  cantidad  v  en  los  aparcjos  que  llcvaban."  llisf.  de  Nueva 
Kspafia,  lib.  12,  cap.  30,  MS. 

'''  Ilerrera,  Hist,  (icneral,  dec.  a,  lib.   10,  rap.  2a 
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Cortes,  they  saluted  him  by  waving  their  banners  and  by  a 
flourish  of  their  wild  musie,  which  the  general  acknowledged 
by  courteously  raising  his  cap  as  they  passed.^^  The  Tlascalan 
warriors,  and  especially  the  younger  Xicotencatl,  their  com* 
mander,  affected  to  imitate  their  European  masters,  not  mere- 
ly in  their  tactics,  but  in  minuter  matters  of  military  etiquette. 

Cortds,  with  the  aid  of  Marina,  made  a  brief  address  to  his 
Indian  allies.  He  reminded  them  that  he  was  going  to  fight 
their  battles  against  their  ancient  enemies.  He  called  on  them 
to  support  him  in  a  manner  worthy  of  their  renowned  republic. 
To  those  who  remained  at  home,  he  committed  the  charge  of 
aiding  in  the  completion  of  the  brigantines,  on  which  the  suc- 
cess of  the  expedition  so  much  depended  ;  and  he  requested 
that  none  would  follow  his  banner,  who  were  not  prepared  to  re- 
main till  the  final  reduction  of  the  capital.^*  This  address  was 
answered  by  shouts,  or  rather  yells,  of  defiance,  showing  the 
exultation  felt  by  his  Indian  confederates  at  the  prospect  of  at 
last  avenging  their  manifold  wrongs,  and  humbling  their  haughty 
enemy. 

Before  setting  out  on  the  expedition,  Cortes  published  a 
code  of  ordinances,  as  he  terms  them,  or  regulations  for  the 
army,  too  remarkable  to  be  passed  over  in  silence.  The  pre- 
amble sets  forth,  that  in  all  institutions,  whether  divine  or 
human, — if  the  latter  have  any  worth, — order  is  the  great  law. 
The  ancient  chronicles  inform  us,  that  the  greatest  captains  in 
past  times  owed  their  successes  quite  as  much  to  the  wisdom  of 
their  ordinances,  as  to  their  own  valor  and  virtue.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  Spaniards  eminently  demanded  such  a  code  ;  a  mere 
handful  of  men  as  they  were,  in  the  midst  of  countless  enemies, 
most  cunning  in  the  management  of  their  weapons  and  in  the 
art  of  war.  The  instrument  then  reminds  the  army  that  the  con- 
version of  the  heathen  is  the  work  most  acceptable  in  the  eye  of 
the  Almighty,  and  one  that  will  be  sure  to  receive  his  support. 
It  calls  on  every  soldier  to  regard  this  as  the  prime  object  of  the 
expedition,  without  which  the  war  would  be  manifestly  unjust, 
and  every  acquisition  made  by  it^  a  robbery}^ 

The  general  solemnly  protests,  that  the  principal  motive, 
which  operates  in  his  own  bosom,  is  the  desire  to  wean  the 
natives  from  their  gloomy  idolatry,  and  to   impart  to  them  the 

1*  Ibid.,  ubi  supra.  i*  Ibid.,  loc.  cit. 

15  *' Que  su  principal  motive  e  in  tendon  sea  apartar  y  desarraigar  de  la| 
dichas  idolatrias  a  todos  los  naturales  destas  partes  y  reducillos  6  a  lo  menoi 
desear  su  salvacion  y  que  sean  reducidos  al  conocimiento  de  Dios  y  de  stt 
Santa  Fe  catoiica:  porque  si  con  otra  intencion  se  hiciese  la  dicha  guerug 
seria  injusta  y  todo  lo  que  en  ella  se  oviesse  Onoloxio  e  obligado  d  res^Jtr 
eion."     Ordenanzas  Militares.  MS~ 
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knowledge  of  a  purer  faith  ;  and  next,  to  recover  for  his  master, 
the  emperor,  the  dominions  which  of  right  belong  to  him.-^ 

The  ordinances  then  prohibit  all  blasphemy  against  God  or 
the  saints  ;  a  vice  much  more  frequent  among  Catholic  than 
Protestant  nations,  arising,  perhaps,  less  from  difference  of  re- 
ligion, than  of  physical  temperament, — for  the  warm  sun  of  the 
South,  under  which  Catholicism  prevails,  stimulates  the  sensi* 
bilities  to  the  more  violent  expression  of  passion.^^ 

Another  law  is  directed  against  gaming,  to  which  the  Span- 
iards, in  all  ages,  have  been  peculiarly  addicted.  Cortes, 
making  allowance  for  the  strong  national  propensity,  authorizes 
it  under  certain  limitations  ;  but  prohibits  the  use  of  dice  al- 
together.^® Then  follow  other  laws  against  brawls  and  private 
combats,  against  personal  taunts  and  the  irritating  sarcasms 
of  rival  companies ;  rules  for  the  more  perfect  discipline 
of  the  troops,  whether  in  camp  or  the  field.  Among  others 
is  one  prohibiting  any  captain,  under  pain  of  death,  from  charg- 
ing the  enemy  without  orders  ;  a  practice,  noticed  as  most  per- 
nicious and  of  too  frequent  occurrence, — showing  the  impetuous 
spirit  and  want  of  true  military  subordination  in  the  bold  cava- 
liers who  followed  the  standard  of  Cortes. 

The  last  ordinance  prohibits  any  man,  officer  or  private,  from 
securing  to  his  own  use  any  of  the  booty  taken  from  the  enemy, 
whether  it  be  gold,  silver,  precious  stones,  feather-work,  stuffs, 

1'  *'E  desde  ahora  protesto  en  nombre  de  S.  M.  que  mi  principal  inten- 
cion  ^  niotivo  es  facer  esta  gucrra  ^  las  otras  que  ficiese  por  traer  y  reducir  k 
los  dichos  natiiralcs  al  dicho  conocimiento  de  nuestra  Santa  Fe  e  creencia;  y 
despucs  por  los  sozjugare  d  supcditar  dcbajo  del  yugo  e  dominio  imperial  € 
real  de  su  Sacra  Magcstad,  4  quien  juridicamente  el  Senorio  de  todas  estas 
partes."     Ordcnanzas  Militarcs,  MS. 

"  "  Ce  n'est  qu'en  Espapne  ct  en  Italic,"  says  the  penetrating  historian 
of  the  Italian  Republics,  **qu'on  rencontre  cctte  habitude  vicicuse,  absolu- 
mcnt  inconnue  aux  peuplea  prcHestans,  et  (ju'il  ne  faut  point  confondre  avec 
Ics  grossiers  jurcmcns  que  Ic  pcuple  en  tout  pavs  mcle  i  ses  discmirs. 
Dans  tous  Ics  acci-s  de  colcre  dcs  pcuplcs  du  Midi,  lis  s'attaqucnt  aux  objcts 
de  Icur  culte,  ils  Ics  menacent,  et  ils  accablent  de  paroles  outragcantcs  la 
I)ivinit<5  ellc-m€me,  le  R^dempteur  ou  ses  saints."  Sismondi,  Republiques 
Italicnnes,  cap.  126. 

'"  Liicio  Marinco,  who  witnessed  all  the  dire  effects  of  this  national  pro- 
pensity at  the  (';istilian  <'<)urt,  where  he  was  residing  at  this  time,  breaks  out 
mto  the  foll(»wiiig  animated  apostrophe  against  it.  **  I''l  jugador  es  el  que 
dcssea  y  pr«)(  ura  la  mucrle  de  sus  jjadrcs,  el  (|ue  jura  falso  por  Di(^s  y  por  la 
vida  dc  su  Key  y  ScTior,  el  (juc  mata  a  su  Anim.i,  y  la  ccha  en  el  infurno; 
ly  (|ue  no  hard  el  jugador  q  no  avcrgucn9adc  perder  sus  dincros,  dc  ncrder  el 
ticmpo.  pcrdcr  el  sucRo,  perder  la  fama,  perder  la  honra,  v  percler  final- 
mcntc  la  vida  ?  Tor  lo  cual  como  ya  gran  parte  dc  los  homorcs  sicmpre  y 
donde  quicra  continuamcntc  jucgan,  parcsceme  vcrdadcra  la  opinion  di 
acqiiellos  (pic  (li/on  rl  infierno  fstar  lUnc  dijut^id^res,**  Cosas  Mcmorables 
dc  Kspagfia,  (cU.  Scvilla,  15J9,)  fol.  1O5. 
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slaves,  or  other  commodity,  however  or  wherever  obtained,  in 
the  city  or  in  the  field  ;  and  requires  him  to  bring  it  forthwith  to 
the  presence  of  the  general,  or  the  officer  appointed  to  receive 
it.  The  violation  of  this  law  was  punished  with  death  and  con- 
fiscation of  property.  So  severe  an  edict  may  be  thought  to 
prove,  that,  however  much  the  Conquistador  may  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  spiritual  considerations,  he  was  by  no  means  insen- 
sible to  those  of  a  temporal  character.^^ 

These  provisions  were  not  suffered  to  remain  a  dead  letter. 
The  Spanish  commander,  soon  after  their  proclamation,  made 
an  example  of  two  of  his  own  slaves,  whom  he  hanged  for 
plundering  the  natives.  A  similar  sentence  was  passed  on  a 
soldier  for  the  like  offence,  though  he  allowed  him  to  be  cut 
down  before  the  sentence  was  entirely  executed.  Cortes  knew 
well  the  character  of  his  followers  ;  rough  and  turbulent  spirits, 
who  required  to  be  ruled  with  an  iron  hand.  Yet  he  was  not 
eager  to  assert  his  authority  on  light  occasions.  The  intimacy 
into  which  they  were  thrown  by  their  peculiar  situation,  perils, 
and  sufferings,  in  which  all  equally  shared,  and  a  common  in- 
terest in  the  adventure,  induced  a  familiarity  between  men  and 
officers,  most  unfavorable  to  military  discipline.  The  general's 
own  manners,  frank  and  liberal,  seeme'd  to  invite  this  freedom, 
which,  on  ordinary  occasions,  he  made  no  attempt  to  repress ; 
perhaps  finding  it  too  difficult,  or  at  least  impolitic,  since  it  af- 
forded a  safety-valve  for  the  spirits  of  a  licentious  soldier}^,  that, 
if  violently  coerced,  might  have  burst  forth  into  open  mutiny. 
But  the  limits  of  his  forbearance  were  clearly  defined  ;  and  any 
attempt  to  overstep  them,  or  to  violate  the  established  regulations 
of  the  camp,  brought  a  sure  and  speedy  punishment  on  the  of» 
fender.  By  thus  tempering  severity  with  indulgence,  masking 
an  iron  will  under  the  open  bearing  of  a  soldier, — Cortes  estab- 
lished a  control  over  his  band  of  bold  and  reckless  adventurers, 
such  as  a  pedantic  martinet,  scrupulous  in  enforcing  the  minu- 
tise  of  military  etiquette,  could  never  have  obtained. 

The  ordinances,  dated  on  the  twenty-second  of  December, 
were  proclaimed  to  the  assembled  army  on  the  twenty-sixth.  Two 
days  afterwards,  the  troops  were  on  their  march,  and  Cortes,  at 
the  head  of  his  battalions,  with  colors  flying  and  music  playing, 
issued  forth  from  the  gates  of  the  republican  capital,  which  had 

19  These  regulations  are  reported  with  much  uniformity  by  Herrera,  Soli's, 
Clavigero,  and  others,  but  with  such  palpable  inaccuracy,  that  it  is  clear  they 
never  could  have  seen  the  original  instrument.  The  copy  in  my  possession 
was  taken  from  the  Mufioz  collection.  As  the  document,  though  curious 
and  highly  interesting,  has  never  been  published,  I  have  given  it  entire  la 
the  Appendix,  Part  2,  No.  13. 
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SO  generously  received  him  in  his  distress,  and  which  now,  for 
the  second  time,  supplied  him  with  the  means  for  consummating 
his  great  enterprise.  The  population  of  the  city,  men,  women, 
and  children,  hung  on  the  rear  of  the  army,  taking  a  last  leave 
of  their  countrymen,  and  imploring  the  gods  to  crown  their  arms 
with  victory. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  force  mustered  by  the  Indian  con- 
federates, the  Spanish  general  allowed  but  a  small  part  of  them 
now  to  attend  him.  He  proposed  to  establish  his  headquarters 
at  some  place  on  the  Tezcucan  lake,  whence  he  could  annoy  the 
Aztec  capital,  by  reducing  the  surrounding  country,  cutting  off 
the  supplies,  and  thus  placing  the  city  in  a  state  of  blockade.'^ 

The  direct  assault  on  Mexico  itself  he  intended  to  postpone, 
until  the  arrival  of  the  brigantines  should  enable  him  to  make 
it  with  the  greatest  advantage.  Meanwhile,  he  had  no  desire  to 
encumber  himself  with  a  superfluous  multitude,  whom  it  would 
be  difficult  to  feed  ;  and  he  preferred  to  leave  them  at  Tlascala, 
whence  they  might  convey  the  vessels,  when  completed,  to  the 
camp,  and  aid  him  in  his  future  operations. 

Three  routes  presented  themselves  to  Cortds,  by  which  he 
might  penetrate  into  the  Valley.  He  chose  the  most  difficult, 
traversing  the  bold  sierra  which  divides  the  eastern  plateau  from 
the  western,  and  so  rough  and  precipitous,  as  to  be  scarcely 
practicable  for  the  march  of  an  army.  He  wisely  judged,  that 
he  should  be  less  likely  to  experience  annoyance  from  the  enemy 
in  this  direction,  as  they  might  naturally  confide  in  the  difficulties 
of  the  ground  for  their  protection. 

The  first  day,  the  troops  advanced  five  or  six  leagues,  Cortes 
riding  in  the  van,  at  the  head  of  his  little  body  of  cavalrv.  They 
halted  at  the  village  of  Tetzmellocan,  at  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tain chain  which  traverses  the  country,  touching,  at  its  southern 
limit,  the  mighty  Iztaccihuatl,  or  "  White  Woman," — white  with 
the  snows  of  ages.'-^^  At  this  village  they  met  with  a  friendly  re- 
ception, and  on  the  following  morning  began  the  ascent  of  the 
sierra. 

^  Hcrrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.2,  lib.  10,  cap.  20.— Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de 
la  Conciuista,  cap.  127.  The  former  historian  slates  the  number  of  Indian 
allies  who  followed  Cortt^s,  at  eighty  thousand  ;  the  latter  at  ten  thousand  I 
iQuifn  sabe  ? 

'^^  This  mountain,  which,  with  its  neighbor  Popocatepetl,  forms  the  great 
barrier — the  Ilfratlu  columtia- — of  the  Mexican  Vallcv.  has  l>een  fancifully 
likened,  from  its  long  dorsal  swell,  to  the  back  of  a  dromedary.  (Tudor's 
Tour  in  North  America,  let.  22.)  It  rises  far  above  the  limits  of  perpetual 
snow  in  the  tropics,  and  its  huge  crest  and  sides,  cnvclo|>cd  in  its  silver 
drapery,  form  one  of  the  most  striking'  objects  in  the  magnificent  amp  d'ctil 
presented  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital. 
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The  path  was  steep  and  exceedingly  rough.  Thick  matted 
bushes  covered  its  surface,  and  the  winter  torrents  had  broken  it 
into  deep  stony  channels,  hardly  practicable  for  the  passage  of 
artillery,  while  the  straggling  branches  of  the  trees,  flung  hori- 
zontally across  the  road,  made  it  equally  difficult  for  cavalry. 
The  cold,  as  they  rose  higher,  became  intense.  It  was  keenly 
felt  by  the  Spaniards,  accustomed  of  late  to  a  warm,  or,  at  least, 
temperate  climate  ;  though  the  extreme  toil,  with  which  they 
forced  their  way  upward,  furnished  the  best  means  of  resisting 
the  weather.  The  only  vegetation  to  be  seen  in  these  higher 
regions  was  the  pine,  dark  forests  of  which  clothed  the  sides  of 
the  mountains,  till  even  these  dwindled  into  a  thin  and  stunted 
growth.  It  was  night  before  the  way-worn  soldiers  reached  the 
bald  crest  of  the  sierra,  where  they  lost  no  time  in  kindling  their 
fires  ;  and,  huddling  round  their  bivouacSj  they  warmed  their 
frozen  limbs,  and  prepared  their  evening  repast. 

With  the  earliest  dawn,  the  troops  were  again  in  motion. 
Mass  was  said,  and  they  began  their  descent,  more  difficult  and 
painful  than  their  ascent  on  the  day  preceding  ;  for,  in  addition 
to  the  natural  obstacles  of  the  road,  they  found  it  strown  with 
huge  pieces  of  timber  and  trees,  obviously  felled  for  the  purpose 
by  the  natives.  Cortes  ordered  up  a  body  of  light  troops  to 
clear  away  the  impediments,  and  the  army  again  resumed  its 
march,  but  with  the  apprehension  that  the  enemy  had  prepared 
an  ambuscade,  to  surprise  them  when  they  should  be  entangled 
in  the  pass.  They  moved  cautiously  forward,  straining  their 
vision  to  pierce  the  thick  gloom  of  the  forests,  where  the  wily 
foe  might  be  lurking.  But  they  saw  no  living  thing,  except  only 
the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  woods,  and  flocks  of  the  zopilote^  the 
voracious  vulture  of  the  country,  which,  in  anticipation  of  a 
bloody  banquet,  hung,  like  a  troop  of  evil  spirits,  on  the  march 
of  the  army. 

As  they  descended,  the  Spaniards  felt  a  sensible  and  most 
welcome  change  in  the  temperature.  The  character  of  the 
vegetation  changed  with  it,  and  the  funereal  pine,  their  only 
companion  of  late,  gave  way  to  the  sturdy  oak,  to  the  sycamore, 
and,  lower  down,  to  the  graceful  pepper-tree  mingling  its  red 
berry  with  the  dark  foliage  of  the  forest ;  while,  in  still  lower 
depths,  the  gaudy-colored  creepers  might  be  seen  flinging  their 
gay  blossoms  over  the  branches,  and  telling  of  a  softer  and  more 
luxurious  climate. 

At  length,  the  army  emerged  on  an  open  level,  where  the  eye, 
unobstructed  by  intervening  wood  or  hill-top,  could  range,  far 
and  wide,  over  the  Valley  of  Mexico.  There  it  lay  bathed  in  the 
golden  sunshine,  stretched  out,  as  it  were,  in  slumber,  in  the 
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arms  of  the  giant  hills,  which  clustered,  like  a  phalanx  of 
guardian  genii,  around  it.  The  magnificent  vision,  new  to  many 
of  the  spectators,  filled  them  with  rapture.  Even  the  veterans  of 
Cortes  could  not  withhold  their  admiration,  though  this  was  soon 
followed  by  a  bitter  feeling,  as  they  recalled  the  sufferings  which 
had  befallen  them  within  these  beautiful,  but  treacherous,  pre- 
cincts. It  made  us  feel,  says  the  lion-hearted  Conqueror,  in  his 
Letters,  that  "  we  had  no  choice  but  victory  or  death  ; — and,  our 
minds  once  resolved,  we  moved  forward  with  as  light  a  step,  as 
if  we  had  been  going  on  an  errand  of  certain  pleasure.'"'^ 

As  the  Spaniards  advanced,  they  beheld  the  neighboring  hill- 
tops blazing  with  beacon  fires,  showing  that  the  country  was  al» 
ready  alarmed  and  mustering  to  oppose  them.  The  general 
called  on  his  men  to  be  mindful  of  their  high  reputation  ;  to 
move  in  order,  closing  up  their  ranks,  and  to  obey  implicitly  the 
commands  of  their  ofticers.'^  At  every  turn  among  the  hills,  they 
expected  to  meet  the  forces  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  to  dispute 
their  passage.  And,  as  they  were  allowed  to  pass  the  defiles 
unmolested,  and  drew  near  to  the  open  plains,  they  were  prepar- 
ed to  see  them  occupied  by  a  formidable  host,  who  would  com- 
pel them  to  fight  over  again  the  battle  of  Otumba.  But,  although 
clouds  of  dusky  warriors  were  seen,  from  time  to  time,  hovering 
on  the  highlands,  as  if  watching  their  progress,  they  experienced 
no  interruption,  till  they  reached  a  barranca^  or  deep  ravine, 
through  which  flowed  a  little  river,  crossed  by  a  bridge  partly 
demolished.  On  the  opposite  side  a  considerable  body  of  Indians 
was  stationed,  as  if  to  dispute  the  passage  ;  but,  whether  distrust- 
ing their  own  numbers,  or  intimidated  by  the  steady  advance  of 
the  Spaniards,  they  offered  them  no  annoyance,  and  were  quickly 
dispersed  by  a  few  resolute  charges  of  cavalry.  The  army  then 
proceeded,  without  molestation  to  a  small  town,  called  Coatepec, 
where  they  halted  for  the  night.  Before  retiring  to  his  own 
quarters,  Cortes  made  the  rounds  of  the  camp  with  a  few  trusty 
followers,  to  see  that  all  was  safe.^      He  seemed  to  have  an  eye 

**  "  Y  priimcti'mos  todos  de  nunca  dc  cll.i  salir,  sin  Victoria,  6  dcjar  alU 
as  vidas.  Y  con  csta  dctcrminacion  ibamos  todos  tan  alcgrcs,  como  si  fnrra- 
mos  a  cosa  dc  muchu  placer."     Kel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  188. 

®  "  Y  yo  tornt*  a  r»)p;:ir,  v  cnromcndar  niucho  d  los  KspaRoIcs,  que  hicies- 
•cn,  como  sicmi)rc  hahian  hc<  lio,  y  como  sc  cspcraha  dc  siis  IVrsonas  ;  y 
que  nadie  no  8c  dcsmandassc,  y  (|uc  fuesscn  con  mucho  concicrto,  y  6rdtin 
per  su  Camino."     Ibid.,  ubi  Hupra. 

2'*  '*  E  comn  la  Tfcntc  dc  pic  vcnia  alpo  cansada,  y  sc  hacia  tarde,  dormf- 

mos  ail  una  I'oblacion,  (|uc  sc  dice  CM>atcpr«|uc E  yo  con  die/  dc 

Cai)all()  comcnzc  la  Vela,  y  ronda  dc  la  prima,  y  hicc,  que  to<la  la  Gcntc  o»- 
tubicssc  muy  apcrcibida."     Ibid.,  pp.  188,  189. 
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that  never  slumbered,  and  a  frame  incapable  of  fatigue.  It  was 
the  indomitable  spirit  within,  which  sustained  him.^ 

Yet  he  may  well  have  been  kept  awake  through  the  watches 
of  the  night,  by  anxiety  and  doubt.  He  was  now  but  three 
leagues  from  Tezcuco,  the  far-famed  capital  of  the  Acolhuans. 
He  proposed  to  establish  his  headquarters,  if  possible,  at  this 
place.  Its  numerous  dwellings  would  afford  ample  accommoda- 
tions for  his  army.  An  easy  communication  with  Tlascala,  by  a 
different  route  from  that  which  he  had  traversed,  would  furnish 
him  with  the  means  of  readily  obtaining  supplies  from  that 
friendly  country,  and  for  the  safe  transportation  of  the  brigan- 
tines,  when  finished,  to  be  launched  on  the  waters  of  the  Tezcuco. 
But  he  had  good  reason  to  distrust  the  reception  he  should  meet 
with  in  the  capital ;  for  an  important  revolution  had  taken  place 
there,  since  the  expulsion  of  the  Spaniards  from  Mexico,  of  which 
it  will  be  necessary  to  give  some  account. 

The  reader  will  remember  that  the  cacique  of  that  place,  named 
Cacama,  was  deposed  by  Cortes,  during  his  first  residence  in  the 
Aztec  metropolis,  in  consequence  of  a  projected  revolt  against 
the  Spaniards,  and  that  the  crown  had  been  placed  on  the  head 
of  a  younger  brother,  Cuicuitzca.  The  deposed  prince  was 
among  the  prisoners  carried  away  by  Cortes,  and  perished  with 
the  others,  in  the  terrible  passage  of  the  causeway,  on  the  noche 
triste.  His  brother,  afraid,  probably,  after  the  flight  of  the 
Spaniards,  of  continuing  with  his  own  vassals,  whose  sympathies 
were  altogether  with  the  Aztecs,  accompanied  his  friends  in  their 
retreat,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to  reach  Tlascala  in  safety. 

Meanwhile,  a  second  son  of  Nezahualpilli,  named  Coanaco, 
claimed  the  crown,  on  his  elder  brother's  death,  as  his  own 
rightful  inheritance.  As  he  heartily  joined  his  countrymen  and 
the  Aztecs  in  their  detestation  of  the  white  men,  his  claims  were 
sanctioned  by  the  Mexican  emperor.  Soon  after  his  accession, 
the  new  lord  of  Tezcuco  had  an  opportunity  of  showing  his  loy- 
alty to  his  imperial  patron  in  an  effectual  manner. 

A  body  of  forty-five  Spaniards,  ignorant  of  the  disasters  in 
Mexico,  were  transporting  thither  a  large  quantity  of  gold,  at  the 
very  time  their  countrymen  were  on  the  retreat  to  Tlascala.  As 
they  passed  through  the  Tezcucan  territory,  they  were  attacked 
by  Coanaco's  orders,  most  of  them  massacred  on   the  spot,  and 

25  For  the  preceding  pages,  giving  the  account  of  the  march,  besides  the 
Letter  of  Cortes,  so  often  quoted,  see  Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  121, — Oviedo, 
Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  18, — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista, 
cap.  137, — Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS., — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec. 
2.  lib.  10,  cap.  20, — Ixtlilxochitl,  Relacion  de  la  Yenida  de  los  Espanoles  y 
Principio  de  la  Ley  Evangelica,  /'Mexico,  1829,)  p.  9. 
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the  rest  sent  for  sacrifice  to  Mexico.  The  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments of  these  unfortunate  men  were  hung  up  as  trophies  in  the 
temples,  and  their  skins,  stripped  from  their  dead  bodies,  were 
suspended  over  the  bloody  shrines,  as  the  most  acceptable  offer- 
ing to  the  offended  deities.^e 

Some  months  after  this  event,  the  exiled  prince,  Cuicuitzca, 
wearied  with  his  residence  in  Tiascala,  and  pining  for  his  former 
royal  state,  made  his  way  back  secretly  to  Tezcuco,  hoping,  it 
would  seem,  to  raise  a  party  there  in  his  favor.  But,  if  such  were 
his  expectations,  they  were  sadly  disappointed  ;  for  no  sooner 
had  he  set  foot  in  the  capital,  than  he  was  betrayed  to  his  bro- 
ther, who,  by  the  advice  of  Guatemozin,  put  him  to  death,  as  a 
traitor  to  his  country.^ — Such  was  the  posture  of  affairs  in  Te£- 
cuco,  when  Cortes,  for  the  second  time,  approached  its  gates ; 
and  well  might  he  doubt,  not  merely  the  nature  of  his  reception 
there,  but  whether  he  would  be  permitted  to  enter  at  all,  without 
force  of  arms. 

These  apprehensions  were  dispelled  the  following  morning, 
when,  before  the  troops  were  well  under  arms,  an  embassy  was 
announced  from  the  lord  of  Tezcuco.  It  consisted  of  several 
nobles,  some  of  whom  were  known  to  the  companions  of  Cortes. 
They  bore  a  golden  flag  in  token  of  amity,  and  a  present  of  no 
great  value  to  Cortes.  They  brought  also  a  message  from  the 
cacique,  imploring  the  general  to  spare  his  territories,  inviting 
him  to  take  up  his  quarters  in  his  capital,  and  promising  on  his 
arrival  to  l)ecome  the  vassal  of  the  Spanish  sovereign. 

Cortes  dissembled  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  listened  to 
these  overtures,  and  sternly  demanded  of  the  envoys  an  account 
of  the  Spaniards  who  had  been  massacred,  insisting,  at  the  same 
time,  on  the  immediate  restitution  of  the  plunder.  But  the  In 
dian  nobles  excused  themselves,  by  throwing  the  whole  blame 
upon  the  Aztec  emperor,  by  whose  orders  the  deed  had  been 
perpetrated,  and  wlio  now  had  possession  of  the  treasure. 
They  urged  Cortes  not  to  enter  the  city  that  day,  but  lo  pass  the 
night  in  the  suburbs,  that  their  master  mi^ht  have  time  to  pre- 
pare suitable  accommodations  for  him.  The  Spanish  comman 
der,  however,  gave  no  heed  to  this  suggestion,  but  pushed  for- 
ward his  march,  and  at  noon,  on  the  thirty-first  of  December, 

*  See  Ante,  p.  410. 

The  skins  of  those  immolated  on  the  sacrificial  stone  were  a  common  oflfer- 
inp  in  the  Indian  temples,  and  the  niad  |>ri  lany  of  th«Mr  festi- 

vals by  publicly  dancing  with  liu'ir  own    p'  .  in   these  tlis.L;u>.l- 

ing  spoils  of  their  victims.     Sec  Sahagun,  llisi.  do  Nneva  Kspafta,  passim. 

^  Kcl.  Tcrc.  de  CorteH,  ap.  Lorenzana.  p.  iS7. — Oviedo.  lli,t.  lii-  \x% 
Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  -r^Z^  cap.  19. 
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1520,  entered,  at  the  head  of  his  legions,  the  venerable  walls  of 
Tezcuco,  *'  the  place  of  rest,"  as  not  inaptly  denominated.^ 

He  was  struck,  as  when  he  before  visited  this  populous  city, 
with  the  solitude  and  silence  which  reigned  throughout  its 
streets.  He  was  conducted  to  the  palace  of  Nezahualpilli, 
which  was  assigned  as  his  quarters.  It  was  an  irregular  pile  of 
low  buildings,  covering  a  wide  extent  of  ground,  like  the  royal 
residence  occupied  by  the  troops  in  Mexico.  It  was  spacious 
enough  to  furnish  accommodations,  not  only  for  all  the  Spaniards, 
says  Cortes,  but  for  twice  their  number.^  He  gave  orders,  on 
his  arrival,  that  all  regard  should  be  paid  to  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  citizens  ;  and  forbade  any  Spaniard  to  leave  his 
quarters  under  pain  of  death. 

His  commands  were  not  effectual  to  suppress  some  excesses 
of  his  Indian  allies,  if  the  report  of  the  Tezcucan  chronicler  be 
correct,  who  states  that  the  Tlascalans  burned  down  one  of  the 
royal  palaces,  soon  after  their  arrival.  It  was  the  depository  of 
the  national  archives;  and  the  conflagration,  however  it  may 
have  occurred,  may  well  be  deplored  by  the  antiquary,  who 
might  have  found  in  its  hieroglyphic  records  some  clue  to  the 
migrations  of  the  mysterious  races  which  first  settled  on  the  high- 
lands of  Anahuac.^ 

Alarmed  at  the  apparent  desertion  of  the  place,  as  well  as  by 
the  fact  that  none  of  its  principal  inhabitants  came  to  welcome 
him,  Cortds  ordered  some  soldiers  to  ascend  the  neighboring 
teocalli  and  survey  the  city.  They  soon  returned  with  the  report, 
that  the  inhabitants  were  leaving  it  in  great  numbers,  with  their 
families  and  effects,  some  in  canoes  upon  the  lake,  others  on 
foot  towards  the  mountains.  The  general  now  comprehended 
the  import  of  the  cacique's  suggestion,  that  the  Spaniards  should 
pass  the  night  in  the  suburbs, — in  order  to  secure  time  for 
evacuating  the  city.  He  feared  that  the  chief  himself  might  have 
fled.  He  lost  no  time  in  detaching  troops  to  secure  the  princi- 
pal avenues,  where  they  were  to  turn  back  the  fugitives,  and 
arrest  the  cacique,  if  he  were  among  the  number.     But  it  was 

28  Tezcuco,  a  Chichemecname,  according  to  Ixtlilxochitl,  signifying  **  place 
of  detention  or  rest,"  because  the  various  tribes  from  the  North  halted  there 
on  their  entrance  into  Anahuac.     Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  10. 

^  "La  qual  es  tan  grande,  que  aunque  fueramos  doblados  los  Espafioles, 
nos  pudieramos  aposentar  bien  a  placer  en  ella. "  Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana, 
p.  191. 

3'^  '*  De  tal  manera  que  se  quemaron  todos  los  Archivos  Reales  de 
toda  la  Nueva  Espana,  que  fue  una  de  las  mayores  perdidas  que  tuvo  esta 
tierra,  porque  con  esto  toda  la  memoria  de  sus  antiguayas  y  ©tras  cosas  que 
eran  como  Escrituras  y  recuerdos  perecieron  desde  este  tiempo.  La  obra  de 
las  Casas  era  la  mejor  y  la  mas  artificiosa  que  hubo  enesta  tierra*"  Ixtlilxo- 
hitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  91. 
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too  late.  Coanaco  was  already  far  on  his  way  across  the  lake  to 
Mexico. 

Cortes  now  determined  to  turn  this  event  to  his  own  account, 
by  placing  another  ruler  on  the  throne,  who  should  be  more  sub- 
servient to  his  interests.  He  called  a  meeting  of  the  few  prin- 
cipal persons  still  remaining  in  the  city,  and,  by  their  advice, 
and  ostensible  election,  advanced  a  brother  of  the  late  sovereign 
to  the  dignity,  which  they  declared  vacant.  This  prince,  who 
consented  to  be  baptized,  was  a  willing  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards.  He  survived  but  a  few  months,^  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  another  member  of  the  royal  house,  named  Ixtlilxochitl, 
who,  indeed,  as  general  of  his  armies,  may  be  said  to  have  held 
the  reins  of  government  in  his  hands  during  his  brother's  life- 
time. As  this  person  was  intimately  associated  with  the 
Spaniards  in  their  subsequent  operations,  to  the  success  of  which 
he  essentially  contributed,  it  is  proper  to  give  some  account  of 
his  earlier  history,  which,  in  truth,  is  as  much  enveloped  in  the 
marvellous,  as  that  of  any  fabulous  hero  of  antiquity.^ 

He  was  son,  by  a  second  queen,  of  the  great  Nezahualpilli. 
Some  alarming  prodigies  at  his  birth,  and  the  gloomy  aspect  of 
the  planets,  led  the  astrologers,  who  cast  his  horoscope,  to  ad- 
vise the  king,  his  father,  to  take  away  the  infant's  life,  since,  if 
he  lived  to  grow  up,  he  was  destined  to  unite  with  the  enemies 
of  his  country,  and  overturn  its  institutions  and  religion.  But 
the  old  monarch  replied,  says  the  chronicler,  that  "  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  sons  of  Quetzalcoatl  were  to  come  from  the 
East  to  take  possession  of  the  land  ;  and,  if  the  Almighty  had 
selected  his  child  to  cooperate  with  them  in  the  work,  His  will 
be  done."** 

^  The  historian  Ixtlilxochitl  pays  the  following  high  tribute  to  the  charac- 
ter of  his  royal  kinsman,  whose  name  was  Tecocol.  Strange  that  this  name 
is  not  to  be  found — with  the  exception  of  Sahagun's  work — in  any  contem- 
porary record  1  "  Fue  el  |)riraero  que  lo  fue  en  Tezcoco,  con  harta  pen.i  de 
los  Kspafioles,  porque  fue  nobilisimo  y  los  quiso  mucho.  Fue  I).  Fernando 
Tecocoltzin  muy  gentil  hombrc,  alto  de  cuerpo  y  mny  bianco,  tnnto  cuanto 
podia  ser  cualquier  Espanol  p(jr  muy  bianco  (jue  fucse,  y  (juc  mostraba  su 
persona  y  termino  descender,  y  scr  del  linat^c  ciue  era.  Supo  la  Icngua 
Castellana,  y  asi  casi  las  mas  nochcs  dcspucs  de  habcr  cenado,  tratabnii  el 
V  Cortes  de  to<lo  lo  (|ue  sc  debia  haccr  acerca  de  las  guerras. "  Ixtlilxochitl, 
Venida  de  los  Ksp.,  pp.  12,  13. 

*^  The  accession  of  Tecocol,  as,  indeed,  his  existence,  passes  unnoticed  by 
some  historians,  and  by  others  is  mentioned  in  so  C(iuivt>cal  a  manner, — his 
Indian  name  being  omitted, — that  it  is  verv  doubtful  if  any  other  is  intemlcd 
th.m  his  younger  brother  Ixtlilxochitl.  The  Tc/.cucan  chronicler,  l>oirinff 
this  la5t  meloflioiis  name,  has  alone  given  the  particulars  of  his  historv.  I 
have  followed  him,  as,  from  his  personal  connections,  havit^g  had  access  to 
the  best  sources  of  information  ;  though,  it  mtist  be  confessed,  he  is  faf 
too  rcadv  to  take  things   on  trust,  to  be  always  the  best  authority. 

■■   *'  i'.\   rcspondi6,    que   era  por   demos    a  contra   lo    delcrminado   pof 
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As  the  boy  advanced  in  years,  he  exhibited  a  marvellous  pre* 
cecity  not  merely  of  talent,  but  of  mischievous  activity,  which  af- 
forded an  alarming  prognostic  for  the  future.  When  about 
twelve  years  old,  he  formed  a  little  corps  of  followers  of  about  his 
own  age,  or  somewhat  older,  with  whom  he  practised  the  military 
exercises  of  his  nation,  conducting  mimic  fights  and  occasionally 
assaulting  the  peaceful  burghers,  and  throwing  the  whole  city  as 
well  as  palaces  into  uproar  and  confusion.  Some  of  his  father's 
ancient  counsellors,  connecting  this  conduct  with  the  predictions 
at  his  birth,  saw  in  it  such  alarming  symptoms,  that  they  repeated 
the  advice  of  the  astrologers,  to  take  away  the  prince's  life,  if 
the  monarch  would  not  see  his  kingdom  one  day  given  up  to 
anarchy.  This  unpleasant  advice  was  reported  to  the  juvenile 
offender,  who  was  so  much  exasperated  by  it,  that  he  put  him- 
self at  the  head  of  a  party  of  his  young  desperadoes,  and,  enter- 
ing the  houses  of  the  offending  counsellors,  dragged  them  forth, 
and  administered  to  them  the  garrote, — the  mode  in  which  cap- 
ital punishment  was  inflicted  in  Tezcuco. 

He  was  seized  and  brought  before  his  father.  When  question- 
ed as  to  his  extraordinary  conduct,  he  coolly  replied,  "  that  he 
had  done  no  more  than  he  had  a  right  to  do.  The  guilty  minis- 
ters had  deserved  their  fate,  by  endeavoring  to  alienate  his 
father's  affections  from  him,  for  no  other  reasons  then  his  too 
great  fondness  for  the  profession  of  arms, — the  most  honorable 
profession  in  the  state,  and  the  one  most  worthy  of  a  prince.  If 
they  had  suffered  death,  it  was  no  more  than  they  had  intended 
for  him."  The  wise  Nezahualpilli,  says  the  chronicler,  found 
much  force  in  these  reasons;  and,  as  he  saw  nothing  low  and 
sordid  in  the  action,  but  rather  the  ebullition  of  a  daring  spirit, 
which  in  after  life  might  lead  to  great  things,  he  contented  him- 
self with  bestowing  a  grave  admonition  on  the  juvenile  culprit.^ 
Whether  this  admonition  had  any  salutary  effect  on  his  sub- 
sequent demeanor,  we  are  not  informed.  It  is  said,  however, 
that,  as  he  grew  older,   he  took  an  active  part  in  the  wars  of  his 


el  Dios  Criador  de  todas  las  cosas,  pues  no  sin  misterio  y  secreto  juicio  suyo 
le  daba  tal  Hijo  al  tiempo  y  quando  se  acercaban  las  profecias  de  sus  Ante- 
pasados,  que  haviase  venir  nuevas  Gentes  a  poseer  la  Tierra,  como  eran  los 
Hijos  de  Quetzalcoatl  que  aguardaban  su  venida  de  la  parte  oriental."  Ix- 
tlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  69. 

^  "  Con  que  el  Rey  no  supo  con  que  ocacion  poderle  castigar,  porque  lo 
parecieron  sus  razones  tan  vivas  y  fundadas  que  su  parte  no  habia  hecho  cosa 
indebida  ni  vileza  para  poder  ser  castigado,  mas  tan  solo  una  ferocidad  de 
inimo  ;  pronostico  de  lo  mucho  que  habia  de  venir  a  saber  por  las  Armas,  y 
asi  el  Rey  dijo,  que  se  fuese  a  la  mano."  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS. 
cap.  69. 
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country,  and,  when  no  more  than  seventeen,  had  won  for  himself 
the  insignia  of  a  valiant  and  victorious  captain.* 

On  his  father's  death,  he  disputed  the  succession  with  his  elder 
brother,  Cacama.  The  country  was  menaced  with  a  civil  war, 
when  the  affair  was  compromised  by  his  brother's  ceding  to  him 
that  portion  of  his  territories,  which  lay  among  the  mountains. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  the  young  chieftain — for  he  was 
scarcely  twenty  years  of  age — made,  as  we  have  seen,  many 
friendly  demonstrations  towards  them,  induced,  no  doubt,  by  his 
hafred  of  Montezuma,  who  had  supported  the  pretensions  of 
Cacama.  It  was  not,  however,  till  his  advancement  to  the  lord- 
ship of  Tezcuco,  that  he  showed  the  full  extent  of  his  good-will. 
From  that  hour,  he  became  the  fast  friend  of  the  Christians, 
supporting  them  with  his  personal  authority,  and  the  whole 
strength  of  his  military  array  and  resources,  which,  although 
much  shorn  of  their  ancient  splendor  since  the  days  of  his  father, 
were  still  considerable,  and  made  him  a  most  valuable  ally.  His 
important  services  have  been  gratefully  commemorated  by  the 
Castilian  historians;  and  history  should  certainly  not  defraud 
him  of  his  just  meed  of  glory, — the  melancholy  glory  of  having 
contributed  more  than  any  other  chieftain  of  Anahuac  to  rivet 
the  chains  of  the  white  man  round  the  necks  of  his  countrymen. 

^  Ibid.,  ubi  suprn. 

Among  other  anecdotes  recorded  of  the  young  prince's  earlv  developement 
is  one  of  his  having,  when  only  three  years  old,  pitched  his  nurse  into  a  well, 
as  she  was  drawing  water,  to  punish  her  for  certain  improprieties  of  conduct 
of  which  he  had  been  witness.  liut  I  spare  the  reader  the  recital  of  these  as- 
tonishing proofs  of  precocity,  as  it  is  very  probable,  his  appetite  for  the  mar- 
vellous may  not  keep  pace  with  that  of  the  chronicler  of  Tezcuco. 

*  Ante,  Vol.  I.  p.  311. 


The  two  pillars,  on  which  the  story  of  the  Conquest  mainly  rests,  arc  the 
Chronicles  of  Gomara  and  of  Hernal  Diaz,  two  individuals  having  as  little 
resemblance  to  each  other  as  the  courtly  and  cultivated  churchman  has  to 
the  unlettered  soldier. 

The  first  of  these,  Francisco,  Lopez  de  Gomara,  was  a  native  of  Seville. 
On  the  return  of  Cortds  to  Spain  after  the  Conquest,  Gomara  became  his 
chaplain;  and  on  his  patron's  death  continued  in  the  service  of  his  son,  the 
second  Martjuess  of  the  Valley.  It  was  then  that  he  wrote  his  Chronicle; 
and  the  circumstances   under  which  it   was  produced  might  lead  one  to  con- 

I'ecture,  that  the  narrative  would  not  be  conducted  on  the  strict  principles  of 
iistoric  impartiality.  Nor  would  such  a  conjecture  be  without  foundation. 
The  history  of  the  Oonciuest  is  necessarily  that  of  the  great  man  who  achieved 
it.  liut  Gomara  has  tljr(»wn  his  hero's  character  into  so  bold  relief,  that  it 
has  entirely  overshadf)wed  that  of  his  I)ravc  companions  in  arms;  and,  while 
he  has  tenderly  drawn  the  veil  over  the  infirmities  of  his  favorite,  he  is  ever 
studious  to  display  his  exploits  in  the  full  blazo  of  panej^ric.  His  situation 
may  in  some  degree  excuse  his  partiality.  Hut  it  did  not  vindicate  him  in  the 
eyes  of  the   honcbt  Las  Ca&a&,  who  &cldum  concludes  a  chapter  of  his  uwd 
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narrative  of  the  Conquest  without  administering  a  wholesome  castigatiom  t« 
Gomara.  He  even  goes  so  far  as  to  tax  the  chaplain  with  "  downright  false* 
hood,"  assuring  us  "  that  he  had  neither  eyes  nor  ears  but  for  what  his 
patron  chose  to  dictate  to  him."  That  this  was  not  literally  true  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  the  narrative  was  not  written  till  several  years  after  the 
death  of  Cortes.  Indeed,  Gomara  derived  his  information  from  the  highest 
sources;  not  merely  from  his  patron's  family,  but  also  from  the  most  distin- 
guished actors  in  the  great  drama,  with  whom  his  position  in  society  placed 
him  in  intimate  communication. 

The  materials  thus  obtained  he  arranged  with  a  symmetry  little  understood 
by  the  chroniclers  of  the  time.  Instead  of  their  rambling  incoherencies,  his 
style  displays  an  elegant  brevity;  it  is  as  clear  as  it  is  concise.  If  the  facts 
are  somewhat  too  thickly  crowded  on  the  reader,  and  occupy  the  mind  too 
busily  for  reflection,  they  at  least  all  tend  to  a  determinate  point  and  the 
story,  instead  of  dragging  its  slow  length  along  till  our  patience  and  interest 
are  exhausted,  steadily  maintains  its  onward  march.  In  short,  the  execution 
of  the  work  is  not  only  superior  to  that  of  most  contemporary  narratives,  but, 
to  a  certain  extent,  may  aspire  to  the  rank  of  a  classical  composition. 

Owing  to  these  circumstances,  Gomara's  History  soon  obtained  general 
circulation  and  celebrity;  and,  while  many  a  letter  of  Cortes,  and  the  more 
elaborate  compositions  of  Oviedo  and  Las  Casas,  were  suffered  to  slumber 
in  manuscript,  Gomara's  writings  were  printed  and  reprinted  in  his  own  day, 
and  translated  into  various  languages  of  Europe.  The  first  edition  of  the 
Cronica  de  la  Niieva  Espaha  appeared  at  Medina,  in  1553;  it  was  republished 
at  Antwerp  the  following  year.  It  has  since  been  incorporated  in  Barcia's 
collection,  and  lastly,  in  1826,  made  its  appearance  on  this  side  of  the  water 
from  the  Mexican  press.  The  circumstances  attending  this  last  edition  are 
curious.  The  Mexican  government  appropriated  a  small  sum  to  defray  the 
expense  of  translating  what  was  supposed  to  be  an  original  chronicle  of 
Chimalpain,  an  Indian  writer  who  lived  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
The  care  of  the  translation  was  committed  to  the  laborious  Bustamante. 
But  this  scholar  had  not  proceeded  far  in  his  labor,  when  he  ascertained 
that  the  supposed  original  was  itself  an  Aztec  translation  of  Gomara's  Chron- 
icle. He  persevered,  however,  in  his  editorial  labors,  until  he  had  given  to 
the  public  an  American  edition  of  Gomara.  It  is  a  fact  more  remarkable, 
that  the  editor  in  his  different  compilations  constantly  refers  to  this  same 
work  as  the  Chronicle  of  Chimalpain. 

The  other  authority  to  which  I  have  adverted  is  Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo, 
a  native  of  Medina  del  Campo  in  Old  Castile.  He  was  born  of  a  poor  and 
humble  family,  and  in  1514  came  over  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World. 
He  embarked  as  a  common  soldier  under  Cordova  in  the  first  expedition  to 
Yucatan.  He  accompanied  Grijalva  in  the  following  year  to  the  same  quar- 
ter; and  finally  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  Cortes.  He  followed  this  vic- 
torious chief  in  his  first  march  up  the  great  plateau ;  descended  with  him  to 
make  the  assault  on  Narvaez ;  shared  the  disasters  of  the  noche  iriste  ;  and 
was  present  at  the  siege  and  surrender  of  the  capital.  In  short,  there  was 
scarcely  an  event  or  an  action  of  importance  in  the  whole  war  in  which  he 
did  not  bear  a  part.  He  was  engaged  in  a  hundred  and  nineteen  different 
battles  and  recontres,  in  several  of  which  he  was  wounded,  and  in  more  than 
one  narrowly  escaped  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.  In  all  these  Bernal 
Diaz  displayed  the  old  Castillian  valor,  and  a  loyalty  which  made  him  proof 
against  the  mutinous  spirit  that  too  often  disturbed  the  harmony  of  the  camp. 
On  every  occasion  he  was  found  true  to  his  commander  and  to  the  cause  in 
which  he  was  embarked.  And  his  fidelity  is  attested  not  only  by  his  own  re- 
port, but  by  the  emphatic  commendations  of  his  general;  who  selected  him 
on  this  account  for  offices  erf  trust  and  responsibility,  which  furnished  the 


BERNAL  DIAZ, 


157 


future  chronicler  with  access  to  the  best  means  of  information  in  respect  W 

the  Conquest. 

On  the  settlement  of  the  country,  Bernal  Diaz  received  his  share  of  the 
rtpartimientos  of  land  and  laborers.  But  the  arrangement  was  not  to  his  sa- 
tisfaction; and  he  loudly  murmurs  at  the  selfishness  of  his  commander,  too 
much  engrossed  by  the  care  for  his  own  emoluments  to  think  of  his  followers. 
The  division  of  spoil  is  usually  an  unthankful  office. — Diaz  had  been  too 
long  used  to  a  life  of  adventure  to  be  content  with  one  of  torpid  security. 
He  took  part  in  several  expeditions  conducted  by  the  captains  of  Cortes,  and 
he  accompanied  that  chief  in  his  terrible  passage  through  the  forests  of  Hon- 
duras. At  length,  in  1568,  we  find  the  veteran  established  as  regidor  of  the 
city  of  Gu^emala,  peacefully  employed  in  recounting  the  valorous  achieve- 
ments of  his  youth.  It  was  then  nearly  half  a  century  after  the  Conquest, 
He  had  survived  his  general  and  nearly  all  his  ancient  companions  in  arms. 
Five  only  remained  of  that  gallant  band  who  had  accompanied  Cortes  on  his 
expedition  from  Cuba;  and  those  five,  to  borrow  the  words  of  the  old  chroni- 
cler, were  "  poor,  aged,  and  infirm,  with  children  and  grandchildren  looking 
to  them  for  support,  but  with  scarcely  the  means  of  affording  it, — ending 
their  days,  as  they  had  begun  them,  in  toil  and  trouble."  Such  was  the  fate 
of  the  Conquerors  of  golden  Mexico. 

The  motives  which  induced  Bernal  Diaz  to  take  up  his  pen,  at  so  late  a 
period  of  life,  were  to  vindicate  for  himself  and  his  comrades  that  share  of 
renown  in  the  conquest,  which  fairly  belonged  to  them.  Of  this  they  had 
been  deprived,  as  he  conceived,  by  the  exaggerated  reputation  of  their  gener- 
al :  owing,  no  doubt,  in  part,  to  the  influence  of  Gomara's  writings.  It  was 
not,  however,  till  he  had  advanced  beyond  the  threshold  of  his  own  work, 
that  Diaz  met  with  that  of  the  chaplain.  The  contrast  presented  by  his  own 
homely  diction  to  the  clear  and  polished  style  of  his  predecessor  filled  him 
with  so  much  disgust,  that  he  threw  down  his  pen  in  despair.  But,  when  he 
had  read  further,  and  saw  the  gross  inaccuracies  and  what  he  deemed  disre- 
gard of  truth  in  his  rival,  he  resumed  his  labors,  determined  to  exhibit  to  the 
world  a  narrative  which  should,  at  least,  have  the  merit  of  fidelity.  Such 
was  the  origin  of  the  Ifistoria  Verdadcra  de  la  Conguista  de  in  Aitcva  Est'aha, 

The  chronicler  may  be  allowed  to  have  succeeded  in  iiis  object.  In  read- 
ing his  pages,  we  feel,  that,  whatever  are  the  errors  into  which  he  has  fallen, 
from  oblivion  of  ancient  transactions,  or  from  unconscious  vanity, — of  which 
he  had  full  measure, — or  from  credulity,  or  any  other  cause,  there  is  nowhere 
a  willful  perversion  of  truth.  Had  he  attempted  it,  indeed,  his  very  simplicity 
would  have  betraved  him.  Even  in  relation  to  Cortes,  while  he  endeavors 
to  adjust  the  true  balance  between  his  pretentions  and  those  of  his  followers, 
and  while  he  freely  exposes  his  cunning  or  cupidity,  and  sometimes  his 
cruelty,  he  does  anij^le  justice  to  his  great  and  heroic  (|ualities.  With  all  his 
defects,  it  is  clear  that  he  considers  his  own  chief  as  superior  to  any  other  of 
ancient  or  modern  times.  In  the  heat  of  remonstrance,  he  is  ever  ready  to 
test  if  v  his  loyalty  and  personal  attachment.  When  calumnies  assail  his  com- 
inanclcr,  or  he  experiences  unmerited  slight  or  indignitv,  the  loyal  chronicler 
is  prompt  to  stop  forward  and  shield  him.  In  short,  it  is  evident,  that,  how- 
ever much  he  may  at  times  censure  Cortt's,  he  will  allow  no  one  else  to  do  iu 

Bernal  Diaz,  the  untutored  child  of  nature,  is  a  most  true:  and  literal  copyist 
of  nature.  He  transfers  the  scenes  of  real  life  by  a  sort  of  d.ii^ierreotypf  pro- 
cess, if  I  may  so  sav,  to  his  pngcs,  Ht-  is  among  chroni<iers  what  Dc  Yoc  it 
among  novelists.  He  introduces  us  into  the  heart  of  the  camj),  we  huddle 
roimd  the  bivouac  with  the  soldiers,  loiter  with  then\  on  their  wearisome 
marches,  listen  to  their  stories,  their  murmurs  of  discontent,  their  plans  of  c«in- 
quest,  their  hope!^.  their  triumphs,  their  dinappointmcnts.  All  the  pictMresf|ue 
•ccncs  and  ronianlii:  incidents  of  ihr  i.unpaif.Mi  arc  reflected  in  his  page  as  in 
a  mirror,     'i' he  lapse  uf  titty  years  baa  had  no  power  over  the  s|)irit  of  the 
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veteran.  The  fire  of  youth  glows  in  every  line  of  his  rude  history  ;  and,  at 
he  calls  up  the  scenes  of  the  past,  the  remembrance  of  the  brave  companions 
^'ho  are  gone,  gives,  it  may  be,  a  warmer  coloring  to  the  pic?ture,  than  if  it 
had  been  made  at  an  earlier  period.  Time,  and  "reflection,  and  the  appre- 
hensions for  the  future,  which  might  steal  over  the  evening  of  life,  have  no 
power  over  the  settled  opinions  of  his  earlier  days.  He  has  no  misgivings 
as  to  the  right  of  conquest,  or  as  to  the  justice  of  the  severities  inflicted  on 
the  natives.  He  is  still  the  soldier  of  the  Cross  ;  and  those  who  fell  by  his 
Bide  in  the  fight  were  martyrs  for  the  faitlf.  "  Where  are  now  my  compan- 
ions }  "  he  asks  ;  "  they  have  fallen  in  battle  or  been  devoured  by  the  canni- 
bal, or  been  thrown  to  fatten  the  wild  beast  in  their  cages  !  they  whose  re- 
mains should  rather  have  been  gathered  under  monuments  emblazoned  with 
their  achievements,  which  deserve  to  be  commemorated  in  letters  of  gold  ; 
for  they  died  in  the  service  of  God  and  of  his  Majesty,  and  to  give  light  to 
those  who  sat  in  darkness, — ajid  also  to  acquire  that  wealth  which  most  tnen 
covet.^'  The  last  motive — thus  tardily  and  incidentally  expressed — may  be 
thought  by  some  to  furnish  a  better  key  than  either  of  the  preceding  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Conquerors.  It  is,  at  all  events,  a  specimen  of  that  nati'etl 
which  gives  an  irresistible  charm  to  the  old  chronicler  ;  and  which,  in  spite 
of  himself,  unlocks  his  bosom,  as  it  were,  and  lays  it  open  to  the  eye  of  the 
reader. 

It  may  seem  extraordinary,  that,  after  so  long  an  interval,  the  incidents  of 
his  campaigns  should  have  been  so  freshly  remembered.  But  we  must  con- 
sider that  they  were  of  the  most  strange  and  romantic  character,  well  fitted 
to  make  an  impression  on  a  young  and  susceptible  imagination.  They  had 
probably  been  rehearsed  by  the  veteran  again  and  again  to  his  family  and 
friends,  until  every  passage  of  the  war  was  as  familiar  to  his  mind  as  the 
*'  tale  of  Troy"  to  the  Greek  rhapsodist,  or  the  interminable  adventures  of 
Sir  Lancelot  or  Sir  Gawain  to  the  Norman  minstrel.  The  throwing  of  his 
narrative  into  the  form  of  chronicle  was  but  repeating  it  once  more. 

The  literary  merits  of  the  work  are  of  a  very  humble  order  ;  as  might  be 
expected  from  the  condition  of  the  writer.  He  has  not  even  the  art  to  con- 
ceal his  own  vulgar  vanity,  which  breaks  out  with  a  truly  comic  ostentation 
in  every  page  of  the  narrative.  And  yet  we  should  have  charity  for  this, 
when  we  find  that  it  is  attended  with  no  disposition  to  depreciate  the  merits 
of  others,  and  that  its  display  may  be  referred  in  part  to  the  singular  sim- 
plicity of  the  man.  He  honestly  confesses  his  infirmity,  though,  indeed,  to 
excuse  it.  "  When  my  chronicle  was  finished,"  he  says,  "I  submitted  it  to 
two  licentiates,  who  were  desirous  of  reading  the  story,  and  for  whom  I  felt 
all  the  respect  which  an  ignorant  man  naturally  feels  for  a  scholar.  I  be- 
sought them,  at  the  same  time,  to  make  no  change  or  correction  in  the  man- 
uscript, as  all  there  was  set  down  in  good  faith.  When  they  had  read  the 
work,  they  much  commended  me  for  my  wonderful  memory.  The  language, 
they  said,  was  good  old  Castilian,  without  any  of  the  flourishes  and  finicalities 
so  much  affected  by  our  fine  writers.  But  they  remarked,  that  it  would  have 
been  as  well,  if  I  had  not  praised  myself  and  my  comrades  so  liberally,  but 
had  left  that  to  others.  To  this  I  answered,  that  it  was  common  for  neigh- 
bors and  kindred  to  speak  kindly  of  one  another  ;  and,  if  we  did  not  speak 
well  of  ourselves,  who  would  .''  Who  else  witnessed  our  exploits  and  our 
battles, — unless,  indeed,  the  clouds  in  the  sky,  and  the  birds  that  were  fly- 
ing over  our  heads  .? " 

Notwithstanding  the  liberal  encomiums  passed  by  the  licentiates  on  our 
author's  style,  it  is  of  a  very  homely  texture ;  abounding  in  colloquial  bar- 
barisms, and  seasoned  occasionally  by  the  piquant  sallies  of  the  camp.  It 
has  the  merit,  however,  of  clearly  conveying  the  writer's  thoughts,  and  is 
well  suited  to  their  simple  character.  His  narrative  is  put  together  with 
even  less  skill  than  is  usual  among  his  craft,  and  abounds  in  digressions  and 
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repetitions,  such  as  vulgar  gossips  are  apt  to  use  in  telling  their  stories.  But 
it  is  superflu(;us  to  criticise  a  work  by  the  rules  of  art,  which  was  written 
manifestly  in  total  ignorance  of  these  rules;  and  which,  however  we  may 
criticise  it,  will  be  read  and  re-read  by  the  scholar  and  the  school-boy,  while 
the  compositions  of  more  classic  chroniclers  sleep  undisturbed  on  their  shelves. 

In  what,  then,  lies  the  charm  of  the  work  ?  In  that  spirit  of  truth  which 
pervades  it ;  which  shows  us  situations  as  they  were,  and  sentiments  as  they 
Teally  existed  in  the  heart  of  the  writer.  It  is  this  which  imparts  a  living  in- 
terest to  his  story;  and  which  is  more  frequently  found  in  the  productions 
>f  the  untutored  penman  solely  intent  upon  facts,  than  in  those  of  the  ripe 
and  fastidious  scholar  occupied  with  the  mode  of  expressing  them. 

It  was  by  a  mere  chance  that  this  inimitable  chronicle  was  rescued  from 
the  oblivion  into  which  so  many  works  of  higher  pretensions  have  fallen  in 
the  Peninsula.  For  more  than  sixty  years  after  its  composition,  the  manu- 
script lay  concealed  in  the  obscurity  of  a  private  library,  when  it  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  Father  Alonso  Remon,  Chronicler  General  of  the  Order  of 
Mercy.  He  had  the  sagacity  to  discover,  under  its  rude  exterior,  its  high 
value  in  illustrating  the  history  of  the  Conquest,  He  obtained  a  license  for 
the  publication  of  the  work,  and  under  his  auspices  it  appeared  at  Madrid  »• 
1632  — the  edition  used  in  the  preparation  of  these  volumes. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

Arrangements  at  Tezcuco, — Sack  of  Iztapalapan. — Advan. 
taoes  of  the  spaniards. — wise  policy  of  cortes. trans- 
PORTATION   OF    THE    BrIGANTINES. 

I52I. 

The  city  of  Tezcuco  was  the  best  position,  probably,  which 
Cortes  could  have  chosen  for  the  headquarters  of  the  army.  It 
supplied  all  the  accommodations  for  lodging  a  numerous  body  of 
troops,  and  all  the  facilities  for  subsistence,  incident  to  a  large 
and  populous  town.i  It  furnished,  moreover,  a  multitude  of 
artisans  and  laborers  for  the  uses  of  the  army.  Its  territories, 
bordering  on  the  Tlascalan,  afforded  a  ready  means  of  inter- 
course with  the  country  of  his  allies,  while  its  vicinity  to  Mexico 
enabled  the  general,  without  much  difficulty,  to  ascertain  the 
movements  in  that  cai)ital.  Its  central  situation,  in  short, 
opened  facilities  for  communication  with  all  parts  of  the  Valley, 
and  made  it  an  excellent  point  d\ippui  for  his  future  operations. 

The  first  care  of  Cortes  was  to  strengthen  himself  in  the  palace 
assigned  to  him,  and  to  place  his  quarters  in  a  state  of  defence 
which  might  secure  them  against  surprise,  not  only  from  the 
Mexicans,  but  from  the  Tezcucans  themselves.  Since  the  elec- 
tion of  their  new  ruler,  a  large  part  of  the  population  had  return- 
ed to  their  homes,  assured  of  protection  in  person  and  j)ropcrty. 
But  the  Spanish  general,  notwithstanding  their  show  of   submis- 


*'  As{  inismi)  hizo  juntar  todos  los  l>.i»timrntos  qtie  fui-ron  nrrrsnrios 
para  sustcntar  cl  Excrcito  v  (»iiarni«  inncs  ric  (Irtitc  (hjc  .Tndah.nn  ni  f.ivcr  dt 
Cortps  y  asf  hi/o  tracr  A  la  Ciudad  dc  IV/rur'*  rl  NIaiz  (pie  hal)ia  rn  las 
Troxcs  y  Grancros  de  las  rrovuicia^sugetas  al  Kc)'nodc  reictico."  Ixililxo- 
chitl.  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap,  91. 
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sion,  very  much  distrusted  its  sincerity  ;  for  he  knew  that  many 
of  them  were  united  too  intimately  with  the  Aztecs,  by  marriage 
and  other  social  relations,  not  to  have  their  sympathies  engaged 
in  their  behalf.^  The  young  monarch,  however,  seemed  wholly 
in  his  interests  ;  and,  to  secure  him  more  effectually,  Cortes 
placed  several  Spaniards  near  his  person,  whose  ostensible  prov- 
ince it  was  to  instruct  him  in  their  language  and  religion,  but 
who  were  in  reality  to  watch  over  his  conduct  and  prevent  his 
correspondence  with  those  who  might  be  unfriendly  to  the 
Spanish  interests.^ 

Tezcuco  stood  about  half  a  league  from  the  lake.  It  would 
be  necessary  to  open  a  communication  with  it,  so  that  the  brigan- 
tines,  when  put  together  in  the  capital,  might  be  launched  upon 
its  waters.  It  was  proposed,  therefore,  to  dig  a  canal,  reaching 
from  the  gardens  of  Nezahualcoyotl,  as  they  were  called,  from 
the  old  monarch  who  planned  them,  to  the  edge  of  the  basin. 
A  little  stream  or  rivulet,  which  flowed  in  thdt  direction,  was  to 
be  deepened  sufficiently  for  the  purpose  ;  and  eight  thousand 
Indian  laborers  were  forthwith  employed  on  this  great  work, 
under  the  direction  of  the  young  Ixtlilxochitl.* 

Meanwhile  Cortes  received  messages  from  several  places  in 
the  neighborhood,  intimating  their  desire  to  become  the  vassals 
of  his  sovereign,  and  to  be  taken  under  his  protection.  The 
Spanish  commander  required,  in  return,  that  they  should  deliver 
up  every  Mexican  who  should  set  foot  in  their  territories. 
Some  noble  Aztecs,  who  had  been  sent  on  a  mission  to  these 
towns,  were  consequently  delivered  into  his  hands.  He  availed 
himself  of  it  to  employ  them  as  bearers  of  a  message  to  their 
master,  the  emperor.  In  it  he  deprecated  the  necessity  of  the 
present  hostilities.  Those  who  had  most  injured  him,  he  said, 
were  no  longer  among  the  living.  He  was  willing  to  forget  the 
past ;  and  invited  the  Mexicans,  by  a  timely  submission,  to  save 
their  capital  from  the  horrors  of  a  siege.^  Cortes  had  no  expecta- 
tion of  producing  any  immediate  result  by  this  appeal.  But  he 
thought  it  might  lie  in  the  minds  of  the  Mexicans,  and  that,  if 
there   was   a  party  among  them  disposed  to  treat  with  him,  it 

2  "  No  era  de  espantar  que  tu  viese  este  recelo,  porque  sus  Enemigos,  y 
los  de  esta  Ciudad  eran  todos  Deudos  y  Parientes  mas  cercanos,  mas  despues 
el  tiempo  lo  desengano  y  vido  la  gran  lealtad  de  Ixtlilxochitl,  y  de  todos." 
Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  92. 

2  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  137. 

*  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  91. 

^  *'  Los  principales,  que  habian  sido  en  hacerme  la  Guerra  pasada,  eran 
ya  muertos;  y  que  lo  pasado  fuesse  pasado,  y  que  no  quisiessen  dar  causa  4 
que  destruyesse  sus  Tierras,  y  Ciudades,  porque  me  pesaba  mucho  de  ello." 
Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  193. 
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might  afford  them  encouragement,  as  showing  his  own  willing- 
ness to  cooperate  with  their  views.  At  this  time,  however,  there 
was  no  division  of  opinion  in  the  capital.  The  whole  population 
seemed  animated  by  a  spirit  of  resistance,  as  one  man. 

In  a  former  page  1  have  mentioned  that  it  was  the  plan  of 
Cortes,  on  entering  the  Valley,  to  commence  operations  by 
reducing  the  subordinate  cities  before  striking  at  the  capital  it- 
self, which,  like  some  goodly  tree,  whose  roots  had  been  severed 
one  after  another,  would  be  thus  left  without  support  against  the 
fury  of  the  tempest.  The  first  point  of  attack  which  he  selected 
was  the  ancient  city  of  Iztapalapan  ;  a  place  containing  fifty 
thousand  inhabitants,  according  to  his  own  account,  and  situated 
about  six  leagues  distant,  on  the  narrow  tongue  of  land,  which 
divides  the  waters  of  the  great  salt  lake  from  those  of  the  fresh. 
It  was  the  private  domain  of  the  last  sovereign  of  Mexico  ; 
where,  as  the  reader  may  remember,  he  entertained  the  white 
men,  the  night  before  their  entrance  into  the  capital,  and 
astonished  them  by  the  display  of  his  princely  gardens.  To  this 
monarch  they  owed  no  good-will,  for  he  had  conducted  the 
operations  on  the  noche  trisU.  He  was,  indeed,  no  more;  but 
the  people  of  his  city  entered  heartily  into  his  hatred  of  the 
strangers,  and  were  now  the  most  loyal  vassals  of  the  Mexican 
crown. 

In  a  week  after  his  arrival  at  his  new  quarters.  Cortes,  leaving 
the  command  of  the  garrison  to  Sandoval,  marched  against  this 
Indian  city,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  Sj^anish  foot,  eighteen 
horse,  and  between  three  and  four  thousand  Tlascalans.  Their 
route  lav  alonjr  the  eastern  border  of  the  lake,  gemmed  with 
many  a  bright  town  and  hamlet,  or,  unlike  its  condition  at  the 
present  day,  darkened  with  overhanging  groves  of  cypress  and 
cedar,  and  occasionally  opening  a  broad  expanse  to  their  view, 
with  the  Queen  of  the  Valley  rising  gloriously  from  the  waters, 
as  if  proudly  conscious  of  her  supremacy  over  the  fair  cities 
around  her.  Further  on,  the  eve  ranged  along  the  dark  line  of 
causeway  connecting  Mexico  with  the  mainland,  and  suggesting 
many  a  bitter  recollection  to  the  Spaniards. 

They  quickened  their  step,  and  hati  advanced  within  two 
leagues  of  their  point  of  destination,  when  they  were  encountered 
by  a  strong  Aztec  force,  drawn  up  to  dispute  their  progress. 
Cortes  instantly  gave  them  battle.  The  barbarians  showed  tlieir 
usual  courage  ;  but,  after  some  hard  lighting,  were  comjx^lled  to 
give  way  before  the  steady  valor  of  the  Spanish  infantry,  backed 
by  the  desperate  fury  of  the  Tlascalans,  whom  the  sight  of  an 
Aztec  seemed  to  inflame  almost  to  madness.  The  enemy 
retreated  in  disorder,  closely  followed  by  the  Spaniards.  When 
Vol.  2  Mexico    8 
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they  had  arrived  within  half  a  league  of  Iztapalapan,  they 
observed  a  number  of  canoes  filled  with  Indians,  who  appeared 
to  be  laboring  on  the  mole  which  hemmed  in  the  waters  of  the 
salt  lake.  Swept  along  in  the  tide  of  pursuit,  they  gave  little 
heed  to  it,  but,  following  up  the  chase,  entered  pell-mell  with  the 
fugitives  into  the  city. 

The  houses  stood  some  of  them  on  dry  ground,  some  on  piles 
in  the  water.  The  former  were  deserted  by  the  inhabitants, 
most  of  whom  had  escaped  in  canoes  across  the  lake,  leaving,  in 
their  haste,  their  effects  behind  them.  The  Tlascalans  poured  at 
once  into  the  vacant  dwellings  and  loaded  themselves  with 
booty  ;  while  the  enemy,  making  the  best  of  their  way  through 
this  part  of  the  town,  sought  shelter  in  the  buildings  erected 
over  the  water,  or  among  the  reeds  which  sprung  from  its  shallow 
bottom.  In  the  houses  were  many  of  the  citizens  also,  who  still 
lingered  with  their  wives  and  children,  unable  to  find  the  means 
of  transporting  themselves  from  the  scene  of  danger. 

Cortes,  supported  by  his  own  men,  and  by  such  of  the  allies  as 
could  be  brought  to  obev  his  orders,  attacked  the  enemv  in  this 
last  place  of  their  retreat.  Both  parties  fought  up  to  their 
girdles  in  the  water.  A  desperate  struggle  ensued ;  as  the 
Aztec  fought  with  the  fury  of  a  tiger  driven  to  bay  by  the  hunts- 
men. It  was  all  in  vain.  The  enemy  was  overpowered  in  every 
quarter.  The  citizen  shared  the  fate  of  the  soldier,  and  a  pit- 
iless massacre  succeeded,  without  regard  to  sex  or  age.  Cortes 
endeavored  to  stop  it.  But  it  would  have  been  as  easy  to  call 
away  the  starving  wolf  from  the  carcass  he  was  devouring,  as  the 
Tlascalan  who  had  once  tasted  the  blood  of  an  enemy.  More 
than  six  thousand,  including  women  and  children,  according  to 
the  Conqueror's  own  statement,  perished  in  the  conflict.® 

Darkness  meanwhile  had  set  in ;  but  it  was  dispelled  in  some 
measure  by  the  light  of  the  burning  houses,  which  the  troops 
had  set  on  fire  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Their  insulated 
position,  it  is  true,  prevented  the  flames  from  spreading  from  one 
building  to  another,  but  the  soHtary  masses  threw  a  strong  and 
lurid  glare  over  their  own  neighborhood,  which  gave  addi- 
tional horror  to  the  scene.  As  resistance  was  now  at  an  end,  the 
soldiers  abandoned  themselves  to  pillage,  and  soon  stripped  the 
dwellings  of  every  portable  article  of  any  value. 

While  engaged  in  this  work  of  devastation,  a  murmuring 
sound  was  heard  as  of  the  hoarse  rippling  of  waters,  and  a  cry 

*  *'  Murieron  de  ellos  mas  de  seis  mil  animas,  entre  Hombres,  y  Mugere 
y  Ninos;  porque  los  Indios  nuestros  Amigos,  vista  la  Victoria,  que  Dios  nos 
daba,  no  entendian  en  otra  cosa,  sino  en  matar  a  diestro  y  a  siniestro." 
Ibid.,  p.  19/: 
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soon  arose  among  the  Indians  that  the  dikes  were  broken  !  Cor- 
tes now  comprehended  the  business  of  the  men  whom  he  had 
seen  in  the  canoes  at  work  on  the  mole  which  fenced  in  the 
great  basin  of  Lake  TezcucoJ  It  had  been  pierced  by  the  des- 
perate Indians,  who  thus  laid  the  country  under  an  inundation^ 
by  suffering  the  waters  of  the  salt  lake  to  spread  themselves  over 
the  lower  level,  through  the  opening.  Greatly  alarmed,  the  gen- 
eral called  his  men  together,  and  made  all  haste  to  evacuate  the 
city.  Had  they  remained  three  hours  longer,  he  says,  not  a  soul 
could  have  escaped.*  They  came  staggering  under  the  weight 
of  booty,  wading  with  difficulty  through  the  water,  which  was 
fast  gaining  upon  them.  For  some  distance,  their  path  was 
illumined  by  the  glare  of  the  burning  buildings.  But,  as  the 
light  faded  away  in  distance,  they  wandered  with  uncertain 
steps,  sometimes  up  to  their  knees,  at  others  up  to  their  waists, 
in  the  water,  through  which  they  floundered  on  with  the  greatest 
difficulty.  As  they  reached  the  opening  in  the  dike,  the  stream 
became  deeper,  and  flowed  out  with  such  a  current  that  the  men 
were  unable  to  maintain  their  footing.  The  Spaniards,  breast- 
ing the  flood,  forced  their  way  through  ;  but  many  of  the  Indi- 
ans, unable  to  swim,  were  borne  down  by  the  waters.  All  the 
plunder  was  lost.  The  powder  was  spoiled  ;  the  arms  and 
clothes  of  the  soldiers  were  saturated  with  the  brine,  and  the 
cold  night  wind,  as  it  blew  over  them,  benumbed  their  weary 
limbs  till  they  could  scarcely  drag  them  along.  At  dawn  they  be- 
held the  lake  swarming  with  canoes  full  of  Indians,  who  had  anti- 
cipated their  disaster,  and  who  now  saluted  them  with  showers  of 
stones,  arrows,  and  other  deadly  missiles.  Bodies  of  light  troops 
hoverins^  in  the  distance,  disquieted  the  flanks  of  the  army  in 
like  manner.  The  Spaniards  had  no  desire  to  close  with  the 
enemy.  They  only  wished  to  regain  their  comfortable  quarters 
In  Tezcuco,  where  they  arrived  on  the  same  day,  more  discon- 
solate and  fatigued  than  after  many  a  long  march  and  hard- 
fought  battle.' 

The  close  of  the  expedition,  so  difl^erent  from  its  brilliant  com- 

'  "  Est4ncloIa8  quemando,  parecio  auc  Nucstro  Scftor  mc  inspir6,  y  trujo  i 
iamemoria  la  Calzada,  o  Prcsa,  ciuc  nahia  visto  rota  en  cl  Camino.  y  rcprc- 
■cnl6scmc  cl  gran  daPio,  que  era.        Ibid.,  loc.  cit. 

"  "  Y  ccrtifuo  a  Vuestra  Magestad,  que  si  a(|uclla  noche  x\n  pasaramoa  el 
Agua,  6af;uarduraMio9  tres  horas  mas,  ouc  ninKuiio  dc  n<)>t)lr(>»  escapara, 
purquc  qucdabamoH  cercados  dc  A^u.i,  sin  icncr  paso  por  parte  ninguna.'* 
Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 

'^  The  ^^rncral's  own  Tetter  to  the  Flmpcror  ia  »o  hill  and  precipe,  that  it  is 
the  vcrv  l>cst  authority  for  this  event.  The  .story  i«  told  also  bv  Hcrnal  Diaz, 
Hi^t.  de  la  Cnn<|uisva,  cap.  138. — (Jvirdo,  Hist,  dr  las  Iiul.,  MS.,  lib.  33, 
cap.  iH,— Ixtlilxochitl,  IIi^t.  CMnch.,  MS.,  ca|>.  92,— llcrrcra.  Hist.  General 
d«C.  3,  lib.    I,  rip.   2,  v\  .met.  aliis. 
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mencement,  greatly  disappointed  Cortes.  His  numerical  loss 
had,  indeed,  not  been  great ;  but  this  affair  convinced  him  how 
much  he  had  to  apprehend  from  the  resolution  of  a  people,  who, 
with  a  spirit  worthy  of  the  ancient  Hollanders,  were  prepared  to 
bury  their  country  under  water,  rather  than  to  submit.  Still  the 
enemy  had  little  cause  for  congratulation  ;  since,  independently 
of  the  number  of  slain,  they  had  seen  o»e  of  their  most  flourish- 
ing cities  sacked,  and  in  part,  at  least,  laid  in  ruins, — one  of 
those,  too,  which,  in  its  public  works,  displayed  the  nearest  ap- 
proach to  civilization.     Such  are  the  triumphs  of  war ! 

The  expedition  of  Cortes,  notwithstanding  the  disasters  which 
checkered  it,  was  favorable  to  the  Spanish  cause.  The  fate  of 
Iztapalapan  struck  a  terror  throughout  the  Valley.  The  conse- 
quences were  soon  apparent  in  the  deputations  sent  by  the  dif- 
ferent places  eager  to  offer  their  submission.  Its  influence  was 
visible,  indeed,  beyond  the  mountains.  Among  others,  the  peo- 
ple of  Otumba,  the  town  near  which  the  Spaniards  had  gained 
their  famous  victory,  sent  to  tender  their  allegiance  and  to  re- 
quest the  protection  of  the  powerful  strangers.  They  excused 
themselves,  as  usual,  for  the  part  they  had  taken  in  the  late  hos- 
tilities, by  throwing  the  blame  on  the  Aztecs. 

But  the  place  of  most  importance,  which  thus  claimed  their 
protection,  was  Chalco,  situated  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  the 
lake  of  that  name.  It  was  an  ancient  city,  peopled  by  a  kindred 
tribe  of  the  Aztecs,  and  once  their  formidable  rival.  The  Mexi- 
can emperor,  distrusting  their  loyalty,  had  placed  a  garrison 
within  their  walls  to  hold  them  in  check.  The  rulers  of  the  city 
now  sent  a  message  secretly  to  Cortes,  proposing  to  put  them- 
selves under  his  protection,  if  he  would  enable  them  to  expel  the 
garrison. 

The  Spanish  commander  did  not  hesitate ;  but  instantly  de- 
tached a  considerable  force  under  Sandoval  for  this  object.  On 
the  march,  his  rear-guard,  composed  of  Tlascalans,  was  roughly 
handled  by  some  light  troops  of  the  Mexicans.  But  he  took  his 
revenge  in  a  pitched  battle  which  took  place  with  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  at  no  great  distance  from  Chalco.  They  were 
drawn  up  on  a  level  ground,  covered  with  green  crops  of  maize 
and  maguey.  The  field  is  traversed  by  the  road  which  at  this 
day  leads  from  the  last  mentioned  city  to  Tezcuco.^*^  Sandoval, 
charging  the  enemy  at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  threw  them  into 
disorder.  But  they  quickly  rallied,  formed  again,  and  renewed 
the  battle  with  greater  spirit  than  ever.  In  a  second  attempt  he 
was  more  fortunate  ;  and,  breaking  through  their  lines  by  a  des* 

*^  Lorenzana,  p.  199,  nota^ 
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perate  onset,  the  brave  cavalier  succeeded,  after  a  warm,  but  in- 
effectual, struggle  on  their  part,  in  completely  routing  and 
driving  them  from  the  field.  The  conquering  army  continued  its 
march  to  Chalco,  which  the  Mexican  garrison  had  already  evacu- 
ated, and  was  received  in  triumph  by  the  assembled  citizens,  who 
seemed  eager  to  testify  their  gratitude  for  their  deliverance  from 
the  Aztec  yoke.  After  taking  such  measures  as  he  could  for  the 
permanent  security  of  the  place,  Sandoval  returned  to  Tezcuco, 
accompanied  by  the  two  young  lords  of  the  city,  sons  of  the  late 
cacique. 

They  were  courteously  received  by  Cortes  ;  and  they  informed 
him  that  their  father  had  died  full  of  years,  a  short  time  before. 
With  his  last  breath  he  had  expressed  his  regret  that  he  should 
not  have  lived  to  see  Malinche.  He  believed  that  the  white 
men  were  the  beings  predicted  by  the  oracles,  as  one  day  to 
come  from  the  East  and  take  possession  of  the  land  ;  ^  and  he 
enjoined  it  on  his  children,  should  the  strangers  return  to  the 
valley,  to  render  them  their  homage  and  allegiance.  The  young 
caciques  expressed  their  readiness  to  do  so  ;  but,  as  this  must 
bring  on  them  the  vengeance  of  the  Aztecs,  they  implored  the 
general  to  furnish  a  sufficient  force  for  their  protection.^ 

Cortes  received  a  similar  application  from  various  other  towns, 
which  were  disposed,  could  they  do  so  with  safety,  to  throw  off 
the  Mexican  yoke.  But  he  was  in  no  situation  to  comply  with 
their  request.  He  now  felt,  more  sensibly  than  ever,  the  incom- 
petency of  his  means  to  his  undertaking.  **  I  assure  your  Maj- 
esty," he  writes  in  his  letter  to  the  Emperor,  "the  greatest  un- 
easiness which  I  feel,  after  all  my  labors  and  fatigues,  is  from 
my  inability  to  succor  and  support  our  Indian  friends,  your 
Majesty's  lovnl  vassals."  *"  Far  from  having  a  force  competent 
to  tiiis,  he  had  scarcely  enough  for  his  own  i)rotecti()n.  His  vigi- 
lant enemy  had  an  eye  on  all  his  movements,  and,  should  he 
cripple  his  strength  by  sending  away  too  many  detachments  or 
by  emjiloying  them  at  too  great  a  distance,  would  be  prompt  to 
take  advanta;;e  of  it.  His  only  expeditions,  hitlierto,  had  been 
in  the  neighborhood,  where   the  troops,  after  striking  some  sud- 

"  *'  r<)r(|iie  cicrtamcnte  hos  antcpassados  les  auian  dicho,  que  auian  d« 
•cftorcar  aquellas  ticrraA  hombrcs  cjuc  vcrnian  con  harh.is  dr  hazin  dondc  salo 
el  Sol  y  que  por  las  cosas  (juc  ban  vislo,  cramos  nosotros."  IJcrnal  Diaz, 
Hist  fir  la  Conqiiista,  cap.  139. 

'■''  Ibid.,  u))i  supra. —  Rcl.  Tcrc.  dc  Cortes,  ap.  Lorcnzana,  p.  200 — Gomara, 
Cr/)nica,  cap.  1 22. — Vcnida  dc  los  Ksp.,  p.  15. 

^*  "  Y  ccrtifico  i  Vucstra  Magestad,  allcnde  de  nuestrn  trabajo  v  nccesidad, 
la  mayor  fatiga,  <jue  tenia,  era  no  podcr  ayudar,  y  six  orrcr  a  los  Indios 
nurstros  Aminos,  fpie  por  scr  Vasallosdc  Vucstra  Maprsud,  cran  mule«tado« 
y  trabaiadoH  de  los  de  (?ulua.'*     Kel.  Terc.,  ap.  lx>rrn/.an.i,  p.  204. 
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den  and  decisive  blow,  might  speedily  regain  their  quarters.  The 
utmost  watchfulness  was  maintained  there,  and  the  Spaniards 
lived  in  as  constant  preparation  for  an  assault,  as  if  their  camp 
was  pitched  under  the  walls  of  Mexico. 

On  two  occasions  the  general  had  sallied  forth  and  engaged 
the  enemy  in  the  environs  of  Tezcuco.  At  one  time  a  thousand 
canoes,  filled  with  Aztecs,  crossed  the  lake  to  gather  in  a  large 
crop  of  Indian  corn  nearly  ripe,  on  its  borders.  Cortes  thought 
it  important  to  secure  this  for  himself.  He  accordingly  marched 
out  and  gave  battle  to  the  enemy,  drove  them  from  the  field, 
and  swept  away  the  rich  harvest  to  the  granaries  of  Tezcuco. 
Another  time  a  strong  body  of  Mexicans  had  established  them- 
selves in  some  neighboring  towns  friendly  to  their  interests. 
Cortes,  again  sallying,  dislodged  them  from  their  quarters,  beat 
them  in  several  skirmishes,  and  reduced  the  places  to  obedience. 
But  these  enterprises  demanded  all  his  resources,  and  left  him 
nothing  to  spare  for  his  allies.  In  this  exigency,  his  fruitful 
genius  suggested  an  expedient  for  supplying  the  deficiency  of 
his  means. 

Some  of  the  friendly  cities  without  the  Valley,  observing  the 
numerous  beacon-fires  on  the  mountains,  inferred  that  the 
Mexicans  were  mustering  in  great  strength,  and  that  the  Span- 
iards must  be  hard  pressed  in  their  new  quarters.  They  sent 
messengers  to  Tezcuco  expressing  their  apprehension,  and  of- 
fering reinforcements,  which  the  general,  when  he  set  out  on  his 
march,  had  declined.  He  returned  many  thanks  for  the  proffer- 
ed aid  ;  but,  while  he  declined  it  for  himself,  as  unnecessary,  he 
indicated  in  what  manner  their  services  might  be  effectual  for 
the  defence  of  Chalco  and  the  other  places  which  had  invoked 
his  protection.  But  his  Indian  allies  were  in  deadly  feud  with 
these  places,  whose  inhabitants  had  too  often  fought  under  the 
Aztec  banner  not  to  have  been  engaged  in  repeated  wars  with 
the  people  beyond  the  mountains. 

Cortds  set  himself  earnestly  to  reconcile  these  differences.  He 
told  the  hostile  parties  that  they  should  be  willing  to  forget  their 
mutual  wrongs,  since  they  had  entered  into  new  relations.  They 
were  now  vassals  of  the  same  sovereign,  engaged  in  a  common 
enterprise  against  the  formidable  foe  who  had  so  long  trodden 
them  in  the  dust.  Singly  they  could  do  little,  but  united  they 
might  protect  each  other's  weakness  and  hold  their  enemy  at 
bay,  till  the  Spaniards  could  come  to  their  assistance.  These 
arguments  finally  prevailed  ;  and  the  politic  general  had  the 
satisfaction  to  see  the  high-spirited  and  hostile  tribes  forego  their 
long-cherished  rivalry,  and,  resigning  the  pleasures  of  revenge, 
so  dear  to  the  barbarian,  embrace  one   another  as  friends  and 
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champions  in  a  common  cause.  To  this  wise  policy  the  Spanish 
commander  owed  quite  as  much  of  his  subsequent  successes,  as 
to  his  arras." 

Thus  the  foundations  of  the  Mexican  empire  were  hourly 
loosening,  as  the  great  vassals,  around  the  capital,  on  whom  it 
most  relied,  fell  off  one  after  another  from  their  allegiance.  The 
Aztecs,  properly  so  called,  formed  but  a  small  part  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Valley.  This  was  principally  composed  of  cognate 
tribes,  members  of  the  same  great  family  of  the  Nahuatlacs,  who 
had  come  upon  the  plateau  at  nearly  the  same  time.  They  were 
mutual  rivals  and  were  reduced  one  after  another  by  the  more 
warlike  Mexican,  who  held  them  in  subjection,  often  by  open 
iorce,  always  by  fear.  Fear  was  the  great  principle  of  cohesion 
which  bound  together  the  discordant  members  of  the  monarchy, 
And  this  was  now  fast  dissolving  before  the  influence  of  a  power 
inore  mighty  than  that  of  the  Aztec.  This,  it  is  true,  was  not 
^he  first  lime  that  the  conquered  races  had  attempted  to  recover 
iheir  independence.  But  all  such  attempts  had  failed  for  want 
of  concert.  It  was  reserved  for  the  commanding  genius  of 
Cortes  to  extinguish  their  old  hereditary  feuds,  and,  combining 
their  scattered  energies,  to  animate  them  with  a  common  princi- 
ple or  action.^^ 

Pmcouraged  by  this  state  of  things,  the  Spanish  general 
thought  it  a  favorable  moment  to  press  his  negotiations  with  the 
capital.  He  availed  himself  of  the  presence  of  some  noble 
Mexicans,  taken  in  the  late  action  with  Sandoval,  to  send  another 
message  to  their   master.     It  was   in   substance   a  repetition  of 

"  Ibid.,  pp.  204,  '•05. — Oviedo,  Tlist.  dc  las  Tnd.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  19. 
'^  Oviedo,  in  his  admiration  of  his  hero,  breaks  out  into  the  following  pane- 

§yric  on  iiis  policy,  prudence,  and    military  science,  which,  as  he  truly  pre- 
icts,  must  make  his  name  immortal.      It  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  manner  of 
the  sagacious  old  chronicler. 

"Sin  duhda  alguna  la  habilidad  y  csfuerzo,  c  prudencia  de  Hernando 
Cortes  mui  dignas  son  (|ue  entre  los  cavalleros,  e  gente  militar  en  nucstros 
ticmpos  se  tengan  en  mucha  esiimacion,  v  en  los  venideros  nunca  sc  desa- 
cucrdcn.  For  causa  suya  me  acucrdo  mucnas  veces  de  aquellas  cosas  que  se 
escriven  del  capitan  Viriato  nuestro  Espafiol  y  tlstrcmefio  ;  y  por  Hernando 
Cortes  me  ocurren  al  sentidolas  niuchas  fatigas  de  aqucl  cspcjo  de  caballcrfa 
Julio  C^sar  dictador,  como  parecc  por  sus  comentarios,  <?  por  Suctoniocf  Plu- 
tarco  6  otros  autorcs  que  en  ronformidad  esrrivicron  los  grandes  hechos  suvos. 
Pcro  los  dc  Hernando  Cortes  en  un  Mundo  nuevo,  e  tan  apartadas  provin- 
cias  dc  Kuropa,  c  con  tantos  trah.ijos  e  ncccsidadcs  e  pocas  fucr/as,  6  con 
ccntc  tan  innumerable,  i  tan  barbara  e  bcllicos.i.  t'  apaccntada  en  carne 
nuniana,  e  aim  habida  por  cxcclcntc  6  sabri)so  manjar  cntrc  sus  advcrsarios  ; 
k  faltandolc  a  61  6  ii  sus  miiitcs  cl  pan  h  vino  6  los  otros  mantcnimicntr>» 
todos  de  Espafia,  y  en  tan  difcrenciadas  regiones  k  aires  k  tan  desviado  k  It- 
ios  dc  socorro  6  dc  su  principc,  cosas  son  dc  adniiracion."  Hist,  dc  las  Indi^ 
MS.,  lib.  ^^^  cap.  20. 
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the  first,  with  a  renewed  assurance,  that,  if  the  city  would  return 
to  its  allegiance  to  the  Spanish  crown,  the  authority  of  Guatemo- 
zin  should  be  confirmed,  and  the  persons  and  property  of  his 
subjects  be  respected.  To  this  communication  no  reply  was 
made.  The  young  Indian  emperor  had  a  spirit  as  dauntless  as 
that  of  Cortes  himself.  On  his  head  descended  the  full  effects 
of  that  vicious  system  of  government  bequeathed  to  him  by  his 
ancestors.  But,  as  he  saw  his  empire  crumbling  beneath  him, 
he  sought  to  uphold  it  by  his  own  energy  and  resources.  He 
anticipated  the  defection  of  some  vassals  by  establishing  gar- 
risons within  their  walls.  Others  he  conciliated  by  exempting 
them  from  tributes  or  greatly  lightening  their  burdens,  or  by  ad- 
vancing them  to  posts  of  honor  and  authority  in  the  state.  He 
showed,  at  the  same  time,  his  implacable  animosity  towards  the 
Christians,  by  commanding  that  every  one  taken  within  his  do- 
minions should  be  straightway  sent  to  the  capital,  where  he  was 
sacrificed,  with  all  the  barbarous  ceremonies  prescribed  by  the 
Aztec  ritual.^® 

16  Among  other  chiefs,  to  whom  Guatemozin  applied  for  assistance  in  the 
perilous  state  of  his  affairs,  was  Tangapan,  lord  of  Michuacan,  an  indepen- 
dent and  powerful  state  in  the  West  which  had  never  been  subdued  by  the 
Mexican  army.  The  accounts  which  the  Aztec  emperor  gave  him,  through 
his  ambassadors,  of  the  white  men,  were  so  alarming,  according  to  Ixtlilxo- 
chitl,  who  tells  the  story,  that  the  king's  sister  voluntarily  starved  herself  to 
death,  from  her  apprehensions  of  the  coming  of  the  terrible  strangers.  Her 
body  was  deposited  as  usual,  in  the  vaults  reserved  for  the  royal  household, 
until  preparations  could  be  made  for  its  being  burnt.  On  the  fourth  day, 
the  attendants,  who  had  charge  of  it,  were  astounded  by  seeing  the  corpse 
exhibit  signs  of  returning  life.  The  restored  princess,  recovering  her  speech, 
requested  her  brother's  presence.  On  his  coming,  she  implored  him  not  to 
think  of  hurting  a  hair  of  the  heads  of  the  mysterious  visitors.  She  had  been 
permitted,  she  said,  to  see  the  fate  of  the  departed  in  the  next  world.  The 
souls  of  all  her  ancestors  she  had  beheld  tossing  about  in  unquenchable  fire  ; 
while  those  who  embraced  the  faith  of  the  strangers  were  in  glory.  As  a 
proof  of  the  truth  of  her  assertion,  she  added,  that  her  brother  would  see,  on 
a  great  festival,  near  at  hand,  a  young  warrior,  armed  with  a  torch  brighter 
than  the  sun,  in  one  hand,  and  a  flaming  sword,  like  that  worn  by  the  white 
men,  in  the  other,  passing  from  east  to  west  over  the  city. 

Whether  the  monarch  waited  for  the  vision,  or  ever  beheld  it,  is  not  told 
us  by  the  historian.  But  relying,  perhaps,  on  the  miracle  of  her  resurrection, 
as  quite  a  sufficient  voucher,  he  disbanded  a  very  powerful  force,  which  he 
had  assembled  on  the  plains  of  Avalos,  for  the  support  of  his  brother  of 
Mexico. 

This  narrative,  with  abundance  of  supernumerary  incidents,  not  necessary  to 
repeat,  was  commemorated  in  the  Michuacan  picture-records,  and  reported  to 
the  historian  of  Tezcuco  himself,  by  the  grandson  of  Tangapan.  (See  Ix- 
tlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  91.) — Whoever  reported  it  to  him,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  trace  the  same  pious  fingers  in  it,  which  made  so  many  whole- 
some legends  for  the  good  of  the  Church  on  the  Old  Continent,  and  which 
now  found,  in  the  credulity  of  the  New,  a  rich  harvest  for  the  same  godly 
work. 
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While  these  occurrences  were  passing,  Cortes  received  the 
welcome  intelligence,  that  the  brigantines  were  completed  and 
waiting  to  be  transported  to  Tezcuco.  He  detached  a  body  for 
the  service,  consisting  of  two  hundred  Spanish  foot  and  fifteen 
horse,  which  he  placed  under  the  command  of  Sandoval.  This 
cavalier  had  been  rising  daily  in  the  estimation  both  of  the  gen- 
eral and  of  the  army.  Though  one  of  the  youngest  officers  in 
the  service,  he  possessed  a  cool  head  and  a  ripe  judgment,  which 
fitted  him  for  the  most  delicate  and  difficult  undertakings.  There 
were  others,  indeed,  as  Alvarado  and  Olid,  for  example,  whose 
intrepidity  made  them  equally  competent  to  achieve  a  brilliant 
coup- de-main,  But  the  courage  of  Alvarado  was  too  often  car- 
ried to  temerity,  or  perverted  by  passion  ;  while  Olid,  dark  and 
doubtful  in  his  character,  was  not  entirely  to  be  trusted.  San- 
doval was  a  native  of  Medellin,  the  birth-place  of  Cortes  him- 
self. He  was  warmly  attached  to  his  commander,  and  had  on 
all  occasions  proved  himself  worthy  of  his  confidence.  He  was 
a  man  of  few  words,  showing  his  worth  rather  by  what  he  did, 
than  what  he  said.  His  honest,  soldierlike  deportment  made 
him  a  favorite  with  the  troops,  and  had  its  influence  even  on  his 
enemies.  He  unfortunately  died  in  the  fiower  of  his  age.  But 
he  discovered  talents  and  military  skill,  which,  had  he  lived  to 
later  life,  would  undoubtedly  have  placed  his  name  on  the  roll 
with  those  of  the  greatest  captains  of  his  nation. 

Sandoval's  route  was  to  lead  him  by  Zoltepec,  a  small  city 
where  the  massacre  of  the  forty-five  Spaniards,  already  noticed, 
had  been  perpetrated.  The  cavalier  received  orders  to  find  out 
the  guilty  panics,  if  possible,  and  to  punish  them  for  their  share 
in  the  transaction. 

When  the  Spaniards  arrived  at  the  spot,  they  found  that  the 
inhabitants,  who  had  previous  notice  of  their  approach,  had  all 
fled.  In  the  deserted  temples  they  discovered  abundant  traces 
of  the  fate  of  their  countrymen  ;  for,  besides  their  arms  and 
clothing,  and  the  hides  of  their  horses,  the  heads  of  several 
soldiers,  prepared  in  such  a  way  that  they  could  be  well  pre- 
served, were  found  suspended  as  trophies  of  the  victory.  In  a 
neighboring  building,  traced  with  charcoal  on  the  walls,  they 
found  the  iollowing  inscription  in  Castilian  :  *'  In  this  place  the 
unfortunate  Juan  Juste,  with  many  others  of  his  company,  was 
imprisoned,"*^  This  hidalgo  was  one  of  the  followers  of  Nar- 
vaez,  and  had  come  with  him  into  the  country  in  quest  of  gold, 
but  had  found  instead,  an  obscure  and  inglorious  dcaih.  The  eyes 
of  the   soldiers   were   suffused  with  tears,  as   they  gazed  on  the 

"  **  Aquf  rstiivo  nrrs*  fl  sin  ventura  He  Jtiil  Tristr  rft  otros  murlios  quo 
traia  en  mi  <  omji-ifiia."      Prrn.il  Dia/.  Hi^t.  dc  la  Conqiiista,  cap    140. 
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gloomy  record,  and  their  bosoms  swelled  with  indignation,  as  they 
thought  of  the  horrible  fate  of  the  captives.  Fortunately  the 
inhabitants  were  not  then  before  them.  Some  few,  who  subse- 
quently fell  into  their  hands,  were  branded  as  slaves.  But  the 
greater  part  of  the  population,  who  threw  themselves,  in  the 
most  abject  manner,  on  the  mercy  of  the  Conquerors,  imputing 
the  blame  of  the  affair  to  the  Aztecs,  the  Spanish  commander 
spared,  from  pity,  or  contempt.^^ 

He  now  resumed  bis  march  on  Tlascala ;  but  scarcely  had  he 
crossed  the  borders  of  the  republic,  when  he  descried  the  flaunt- 
ing banners  of  the  convoy  which  transported  the  brigantines,  as 
it  was  threading  its  way  through  the  defiles  of  the  mountains. 
Great  was  his  satisfaction  at  the  spectacle,  for  he  had  feared  a 
detention  of  some  days  at  Tlascala,  before  the  preparations  for 
the  march  could  be  completed. 

There  were  thirteen  vessels  in  all,  of  different  sizes.  They 
had  been  constructed  under  the  direction  of  the  experienced 
ship-builder,  Martin  Lopez,  aided  by  three  or  four  Spanish  car- 
penters and  the  friendly  natives,  some  of  whom  showed  no  mean 
degree  of  imitative  skill.  The  brigantines,  when  completed,  had 
been  fairly  tried  on  the  waters  of  the  Zahuapan.  They  were 
then  taken  to  pieces,  and,  as  Lopez  was  impatient  of  delay,  the 
several  parts,  the  timbers,  anchors,  iron-work,  sails,  and  cordage 
were  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  the  tamanes,  and,  under  a  nu- 
merous military  escort,  were  thus  far  advanced  on  the  way  to 
Tezcuco.^^  Sandoval  dismissed  a  part  of  the  Indian  convoy,  as 
superfluous. 

Twenty  thousand  warriors  he  retained,  dividing  them  into  two 
equal  bodies  for  the  protection  of  the  tamanes  in  the  centre.^ 
His  own  little  body  of  Spaniards  he  distributed  in  like  manner. 
The  Tlascalans  in  the  van  marched  under  the  command  of  a 
chief  who  gloried  in  the  name  of  Chichemecatl.  For  some  reason 
Sandoval  afterwards  changed  the  order  of  march,  and  placed 
this  division  in  the  rear, — an  arrangement  which  gave  great  um- 
brage to  the  doughty  warrior  that  led  it,  who  asserted  his  right 

18  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  19. — Rel. 
Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  206. 

19  <«  Y  despues  de  hechos  por  orden  de  Cortes,  y  probados  en  el  rio  que 
llaman  de  Tlaxcalla  Zahuapan,  que  se  atajo  para  probarlos  los  bergantines, 
y  los  tornaron  a  desbaratar  por  llevarlos  a  cuestas  sobre  hombros  de  los  de 
Tlaxcalla  a  la  ciudad  de  Tetzcuco,  donde  se  echaron  en  la  laguna,  y  se  arma- 
ron  de  artilleria  y  municion."     Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS. 

^  '*  Rel.  Terc.  De  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  207. 

Bernal  Diaz  says  sixteen  thousand.  (Ibid.,  ubi  supra.)  There  is  a  won- 
derful agreement  between  the  several  Castilian  writers  as  to  the  number  of 
lorces ,  the  order  of  march,  and  the  events  that  occurred  on  it. 
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to  the  front,  the  place  which  he  and  his  ancestors  had  always 
occupied,  as  the  post  of  danger.  He  was  somewhat  appeased 
by  Sandoval's  assurance  that  it  was  for  that  very  reason  he  had 
been  transferred  to  the  rear,  the  quarter  most  likely  to  be  assailed 
by  the  enemy.  But  even  then  he  was  greatly  dissatisfied,  on 
finding  that  the  Spanish  commander  was  to  march  by  his  side, 
grudging,  it  would  seem,  that  any  other  should  share  the  laurel 
with  himself. 

Slowly  and  painfully,  encumbered  with  their  heavy  burden,  the 
troops  worked  their  way  over  the  steep  eminences  and  rough 
mountain-passes,  presenting,  one  might  suppose,  in  their  long 
line  of  march,  many  a  vulnerable  point  to  an  enemy.  But  al- 
though small  parties  of  warriors  were  seen  hovering,  at  times,  on 
their  flanks  and  rear,  they  kept  at  a  respectful  distance,  not 
caring  to  encounter  so  formidable  a  foe.  On  the  fourth  day  the 
warlike  caravan  arrived  in  safety  before  Tezcuco. 

Their  approach  was  beheld  with  joy  by  Cortes  and  the  soldiers, 
who  hailed  it  as  the  signal  of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war. 
The  general,  attended  by  his  officers,  all  dressed  in  their  richest 
attire,  came  out  to  welcome  the  convoy.  It  extended  over  a 
space  of  two  leagues,  and  so  slow  was  its  progress  that  six  hours 
elapsed  before  the  closing  files  had  entered  the  city.^  The 
Tlascalan  chiefs  displayed  all  their  wonted  bravery  of  apparel, 
and  the  whole  array  composed  of  the  fiower  of  their  warriors, 
made  a  brilliant  appearance.  They  marched  by  the  sound  of 
atabal  and  cornet,  and,  as  they  traversed  the  streets  of  the  capi, 
tal  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  soldiery,  they  made  the  city 
ring  with  the  shouts  of  "  Castile  and  Tlascala,  long  live  our  sov- 
ereign, the  emperor  !  "  ^ 

"  It  was  a  marvellous  thing,"  exclaims  the  Conqueror,  in  his 
Letters,  "  that  few  have  seen,  or  even  heard  of, — this  transport 
tation  of  thirteen  vessels  of  war  on  the  shoulders  of  men,  for 
nearly  twenty  leagues  across  the  mountains  !"*     It  was,  indeed, 

2'  *'  Estcndiase  tanto  la  Gentc,  (]ue  dende  que  lo9  primeros  comenz;iron  4 
entrar,  hasta  (juc  l(;s  postrcr^s  hohicron  acabado,  se  pasdron  mas  dc  scis 
horas  ;  sin  r|ucbrar  el  hilo  dc  la  Genie."  Rel.  Tcrc.  dc  C^)rtes,  ap.  lx)rcn- 
xana,  |).  208. 

'^  Dando  vozc3  v  gilvo3  y  diziendo  :  Viua,  Viua  el  Emperador,  nue»tro 
Scfior,  y  Castilla,  Castilla,  v  Tlascala,  Tlascala."  (I^crnal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la 
Con(|ijista,  ca|).  140. )Kor  the  particulars  of  Sandoval's  expedition,  see,  also, 
Oviedo,  Hist  (Ic  las  Ind,,  MS.,  lib.  ii,  cap.  19, — Gomara,  CrcSnica,  cap. 
124. — Torcjucmada,  Monarch,  Ind.,  Til).  4.  can.  84, — Ixllilxochitl,  Hist. 
Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  92, — Hcrrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  i,  can.  2. 

**  *'  Que  era  cosa  maravillosa  de  vcr,  v  assi  me  parcce  que  es  de  oir,  llcvar 
trecc  Fustas  diez  y  ocho  Icpuas  pf)r  Ticrra."  (Rel.  Terc.  de  CortV-s.  .ip. 
Ixircnzano,  p.  207.)  *'  I'"m  r^m  Romano  p.ipulo,"  cxrlainis  Martvr,  "(juandu 
illuslriuH  rcH  illorum  vigcbanl,  non  facileni  I  "  Dc  Orln:  Novo,  dec.  5,  cap. 8. 
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a  stupendous  achievement,  and  not  easily  matched  in  ancient  or 
modern  story ;  one  which  only  a  genius  like  that  of  Cortes  could 
have  devised,  or  a  daring  spirit  like  his  have  so  successfully  exe- 
cuted. Little  did  he  foresee,  when  he  ordered  the  destruction 
of  the  fleet  which  first  brought  him  to  the  country,  and  with  his 
usual  forecast  commanded  the  preservation  of  the  iron-work  and 
rigging, — little  did  he  foresee  the  important  uses  for  which  they 
were  to  be  reserved.  So  important,  that  on  their  preservation 
may  be  said  to  have  depended  the  successful  issue  of  his  great 
enterprise.^ 

He  greeted  his  Indian  allies  with  the  greatest  cordiality,  testis 
fying  his  sense  of  their  services  by  those  honors  and  attentions 
which  he  knew  would  be  most  grateful  to  their  ambitious  spirits. 
**  We  come,"  exclaimed  the  hardy  warriors,  "  to  fight  undef 
your  banner  ;  to  avenge  our  common  quarrel,  or  to  fall  by  your 
side  ";  and,  with  their  usual  impatience,  they  urged  him  to  lead 
them  at  once  against  the  enemy.  "  Wait,'*  replied  the  general, 
bluntly,  "till  vou  are  rested,  and  you  shall  have  your  hands 
full.26 

24  Two  memorable  examples  of  a  similar  transportation  of  vessels  across 
the  land  are  recorded,  the  one  in  ancient,  the  other  in  modern  history  ;  and 
both,  singularly  enough,  at  the  same  place,  Tarentum,  in  Italy.  The  first 
occurred  at  the  siege  of  that  city  by  Hannibal  ;  (see  Polybius,  lib.  8  ;)  the 
latter  some  seventeen  centuries  later,  by  the  Great  Captain,  Gonsalvo  de 
Cordova.  But  the  distance  they  were  transported  was  inconsiderable.  A 
more  analogous  example  is  that  of  Balboa,  the  bold  discoverer  of  the  Pacific. 
He  made  arrangements  to  have  four  brigantines  transported  a  distance  of 
twenty-two  leagues  across  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  a  stupendous  labor,  and 
not  entirely  successful,  as  only  two  reached  their  point  of  destination.  (See 
Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  2,  cap.  11.)  This  took  place  in  1516,  in 
the  neighborhood,  as  it  were,  of  Cortes,  and  may  have  suggested  to  his  enter- 
prising spirit  the  first  idea  of  his  own  more  successful,  as  well  as  more  ex- 
tensive, undertaking. 

2"  "  Y  ellos  me  dijeron,  que  trahian  deseo  de  se  ver  con  los  de  Culiia,  y 
que  viesse  lo  que  mandaba,  que  ellos,  y  aquella  Gente  venian  con  deseos,  y 
voluntad  de  se  vengar  6  morir  con  nosotros  ;  y  yo  les  di  las  gracias,  y  les 
dije,  que  reposassen,  y  que  presto  les  daria  las  manos  Uenas."  il«l.  Terc, 
ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  208. 
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J;ORTES      RECONNOITRES      THE      CAPITAL. OCCUPIES     TaCUBA.-^ 

Skirmishes  with  the  Enemy. — Expedition  of  Sandoval.^ 
Arrival  of  Reinforcements. 

1521. 

In  the  course  of  three  or  four  days,  the  Spanish  general  fur- 
nished the  Tlascalans  with  the  opportunity  so  much  coveted,  and 
allowed  their  boiling  spirits  to  eflervesce  in  active  operations. 
He  had,  for  some  time,  meditated  an  expedition  to  reconnuitre 
the  capital  and  its  environs,  and  to  chastise,  on  the  way,  certain 
places,  which  had  sent  him  insulting  messages  of  defiance,  and 
which  were  particularly  active  in  their  hostilities.  He  disclosed 
his  design  to  a  few  only  of  his  principal  officers,  from  his  dis- 
trust of  the  Tezcucans,  whom  he  suspected  to  be  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  er>emy. 

Early  in  the  spring,  he  left  Tezcuco,  at  the  head  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Spaniards  and  the  whole  strength  of  his  allies. 
He  took  with  him  Alvarado  and  Olid,  and  entrusted  the  charge 
of  the  garrison  to  Sandoval.  Cortes  had  had  practical  acquaint- 
ance with  the  incompetence  of  the  first  of  these  cavaliers  for  so 
delicate  a  post,  during  his  short,  but  disastrous,  rule    in  Mexico. 

But  all  his  precautions  had  not  availed  to  shroud  his  designs 
from  the  vigilant  foe,  whose  eye  was  on  all  his  movements,  who 
seemed  even  to  divine  his  thoughts,  and  to  be  prepared  to 
thwart  their  execution.  He  had  advanced  but  a  few  leagues, 
when  he  was  met  by  a  considerable  body  of  Mexicans,  drawn 
up  to  dispute  his  progress.  A  sharp  skirmish  took  place,  in 
which  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  ground,  and  the  way  was 
left  open  to  the  Christians.  They  held  a  circuitous  route  to  the 
north,  and  their  first  point  of  attack  was  the  insular  town  of 
Xaltocan,  situated  on  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lake  of  that 
name,  now  calU'd  San  Christc^bal.  The  town  was  entirely  sur- 
rounded by  water,  and  communicated  with  the  main  land  by 
means  of  causeways,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Mexican  capi- 
tal. Cort(?s,  riding  at  the  head  of  hit  cavalry,  advanced  al«»ng 
the  dike,  till  he  was  brought  to  a  stand  by  finding  a    wide  open- 
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ing  in  it,  through  which  the  waters  poured  so  as  to  be  altogether 
impracticable,  not  only  for  horse,  but  for  infantry.  The  lake 
was  covered  with  canoes,  filled  with  Aztec  warriors,  who,  antici- 
pating the  movement  of  the  Spaniards,  had  come  to  the  aid  of 
the  city.  They  now  began  a  furious  discharge  of  stones  and 
arrows  on  the  assailants,  while  they  were  themselves  tolerably 
well  protected  from  the  musketry  of  their  enemy  by  the  light 
bulwarks,  with  which,  for  that  purpose,  they  had  fortified  their 
canoes. 

The  severe  volleys  of  the  Mexicans  did  some  injury  to  the 
Spaniards  and  their  allies,  and  began  to  throw  them  into  dis- 
order, crowded  as  they  were  on  the  narrow  causeway,  without 
the  means  of  advancing,  when  Cortes  ordered  a  retreat.  This 
was  followed  by  renewed  tempests  of  missiles,  accompanied  by 
taunts  and  fierce  yells  of  defiance.  The  battle-cry  of  the  Aztec, 
like  the  war-whoop  of  the  North  American  Indian,  was  an  appal- 
ling note,  according  to  the  Conqueror's  own  acknowledgment,  in 
the  ears  of  the  Spaniards.^  At  this  juncture,  the  general  fortu- 
nately obtained  information  from  a  deserter,  one  of  the  Mexican 
allies,  of  a  ford,  by  which  the  army  might  traverse  the  shallow 
lake,  and  penetrate  into  the  place.  He  instantly  detached  the 
greater  part  of  the  infantry  on  the  service,  posting  himself  with 
the  remainder  and  with  the  horse  at  the  entrance  of  the  passage, 
to  cover  the  attack  and  prevent  any  interruption  in  the  rear. 

The  soldiers,  under  the  direction  of  the  Indian  guide,  forded 
the  lake  without  much  difficulty,  though  in  some  places  the 
water  came  above  their  girdles.  IDuring  the  passage,  they  were 
annoyed  by  the  enemy's  missiles  ;  but,  when  they  had  gained  the 
dry  level,  they  took  ample  revenge,  and  speedily  put  all  who  re- 
sisted to  the  sword.  The  greater  part,  together  with  the  towns- 
men, made  their  escape  in  the  boats.  The  place  was  now  aban- 
doned to  pillage.  The  troops  found  in  it  many  women,  who  had 
been  left  to  their  fate  ;  and  these,  together  wdth  a  considerable 
quantity  of  cotton  stuffs,  gold,  and  articles  of  food,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  victors,  who,  setting  fire  to  the  deserted  city,  return- 
ed in  triumph  to  their  comrades.^ 

Continuing  his  circuitous  route,  Cortes  presented  himself  suc- 
cessively before  three  other  places,  each  of  which  had  been 
deserted  by  the  inhabitants  in  anticipation  of  his  arrival.^      The 

1  **  De  lejos  comenzaron  a  gritar,  como  lo  suelen  hazer  en  la  Guerra,  que 
cicrto  es  cosa  espantosa  oillos."     Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  209. 

2  Ibid.,  loc.  cit. — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  141  . — Oviedo, 
Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS., -lib.  33,  cap.  20. — Ixtlilxochitl,  Venida  de  los  Esp., 
pp.  13,  14. — Idem,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS  ,  cap.  92. —  Gomara,  Cr6nica,  cap.  125. 

*  These  towns  rejoiced  in  the  melodious  names  of  Tenajoccan,  Quauhtitlan 
and  Azcapozalco.     I  have  constantly  endeavored  to  spare  the  reader,  in  tht 
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principal  of  these,  Azcapozalco,  had  once  been  the  capital  of  an 
independent  state.  It  was  now  the  great  slave-market  of  the 
Aztecs,  where  their  unfortunate  captives  were  brought,  and  dis- 
posed of  at  public  sale.  It  was  also  the  quarter  occupied  by 
the  jewellers  ;  and  the  place  whence  the  Spaniards  obtained  the 
goldsmiths  who  melted  down  the  rich  treasures  received  from 
Montezuma.  But  they  found  there  only  a  small  supply  of  the 
precious  metals,  or,  indeed,  of  any  thing  else  of  value,  as  the  peo- 
ple had  been  careful  to  remove  their  effects.  They  spared  the 
buildings,  however,  in  consideration  of  their  having  met  with  no 
resistance. 

During  the  nights,  the  troops  bivouacked  in  the  open  fields 
maintaining  the  strictest  watch,  for  the  country  was  all  in  arms 
and  beacons  were  flaming  on  every  hill-top,  while  dark  masses  of 
the  enemy  were  occasionally  descried  in  the  distance.  The 
Spaniards  were  now  traversing  the  most  opulent  region  of 
Anahuac.  Cities  and  villages  were  scattered  over  hill  and  valley, 
with  cultivated  environs  blooming  around  them,  all  giving  token 
of  a  dense  and  industrious  population.  In  the  centre  of  this 
brilliant  circumference  stood  the  Indian  metropolis,  with  its  gor- 
geous tiara  of  pyramids  and  temples,  attracting  the  eye  of  the  sol- 
dier from  every  other  object,  as  he  wound  round  the  borders  of 
the  lake.  Every  inch  of  ground,  which  the  army  trod,  was  familiar 
to  them, — familiar  as  the  scenes  of  childhood,  though  with  very 
different  associations,  for  it  had  been  written  on  their  memories 
in  characters  of  blood.  On  the  right  rose  the  Hill  of  Montezuma, 
crowned  by  the  tcocalli,  under  the  roof  of  which  the  shattered  rel- 
ics of  the  army  had  been  gathered,  on  the  day  following  the  flight 
from  the  capital.  In  front  lay  the  city  of  Tacuba,  through  whose 
inhospitable  streets  they  had  hurried  in  fear  and  consternation  ; 
and  away  to  the  east  of  it,  stretched  the  melancholy  causeway. 

It  was  the  general's  purpose  to  march  at  once  on  Tacuba,  and 
•stablish  his  (juarters  in  that  ancient  capital  for  the  present. 
He  found  a  strong  force  encamped  under  its  walls,  prepared  to 
dispute  his  entrance.  Without  waiting  for  their  advance,  he  rode 
at  full  gallop  against  them  with  his  little  body  of  horse.  The 
arequc'buscs  and  crossbows  opened  a  lively  volley  on  their  ex- 
tended wings,  and  the  infantry,  armed  with  their  swords  and 
copper-h(,'aded  lances,  and  supported  by  the  Indian  battalions,  fol- 
lowed up  the  attack  of  the  horse  with  an  alacrity  which  soon  put 
the  enemy  to  flight.  The  Spaniards  usually  ojx^ncd  the  combat 
with  a  charge  of  cavalry.  liut,  had  the  science  of  the  Aztecs 
been  equal  to  their  courage,   ihcy  might    with  their  long  spears 

text,  .-inv  unnecessary  accumulation  of  Mexican  n.imr»,  which,  as  he  la  awart 
t^  this  time,  have  not  even  brevity  to  rccommciiU  them. 
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have  turned  the  scale  of  battle,  sometimes  at  least,  in  their  own 
favor  ;  for  it  was  with  the  same  formidable  weapon,  that  the 
Swiss  mountaineers,  but  a  few  years  before  this  period  of  our 
history,  broke  and  completely  foiled  the  famous  ordo?inance  of 
Charles  the  Bold,  the  best  appointed  cavalry  of  their  day.  But 
the  barbarians  were  ignorant  of  the  value  of  this  weapon  when 
opposed  to  cavalry.  And,  indeed,  the  appalling  apparition  of 
the  war-horse  and  his  rider  still  held  a  mysterious  power  ovei 
their  imaginations,  which  contributed,  perhaps,  quite  as  much  as 
the  effective  force  of  the  cavalry  itself,  to  their  discomfiture. — 
Cortes  led  his  troops  without  further  opposition  into  the  suburbs 
of  Tacuba,  the  ancient  Tlacopan,  where  he  established  himself 
for  the  night. 

On  the  following  morning,  he  found  the  indefatigable  Aztecs 
again  under  arms,  and,  on  the  open  ground  before  the  city,  pre- 
pared to  give  him  battle.  He  marched  out  against  them,  and, 
after  an  action,  hotly  contested,  though  of  no  long  duration, 
again  routed  them.  They  fled  towards  the  town,  but  were  driven 
through  the  streets  at  the  point  of  the  lance,  and  were  compelled, 
together  with  the  inhabitants,  to  evacuate  the  place.  The  city 
was  then  delivered  over  to  pillage  ;  and  the  Indian  allies,  not 
content  with  plundering  the  houses  of  every  thing  portable  within 
them,  set  them  on  fire,  and  in  a  short  time  a  quarter  of  the  town 
— the  poorer  dwellings,  probably,  built  of  light,  combustible 
materials — was  in  flames.  Cortes  and  his^  troops  did  all  in  their 
power  to  stop  the  conflagration,  but  the  Tlascalans  were  a  fierce 
race,  not  easily  guided  at  any  time,  and,  when  their  passions  were 
once  kindled,  it  was  impossible,  even  for  the  general  himself,  to 
control  them.  They  were  a  terrible  auxiliary,  and,  from  their 
insubordination,  as  terrible  sometimes  to  friend  as  to  foe.^ 

Cortes  proposed  to  remain  in  his  present  quarters  for  some 
days,  during  which  time  he  established  his  own  residence  in  the 
ancient  palace  of  the  lords  of  Tlacopan.  It  was  a  long  range  of 
low  buildings,  like  most  of  the  royal  residences  in  the  country, 
and  offered  good  accommodations  for  the  Spanish  forces.  Dur- 
ing his  halt  here,  there  was  not  a  day  on  which  the  army  was 
not  engaged  in  one  or  more  rencontres  with  the  enemy.  They 
terminated  almost  uniformly  in  favor  of  the  Spaniards,  though 

*  They  burned  this  place,  according  to  Cortes,  in  retaliation  of  the  injuries 
inflicted  by  tiie  inhabitants  on  their  countrymen  in  the  retreat.  "  Y  en  aman- 
eciendo  los  Indios  nuestros  Amigos  comenzaron  a  saquear,  y  quemar  toda  la 
Ciudad,  salvo  el  Aposento  donde  estabamos,  y  pusieron  tanta  diligencia,  que 
aun  de  el  se  quemo  un  Quarto;  y  esto  se  hizo,  porque  quando  sali'mos  la  otra 
vez  desbaratados  de  Temixtitan,  pasando  por  esta  Ciudad,  los  Naturales  de 
ella  juntamente  con  los  de  Temixtitan  nos  hicieron  muy  cruel  Guerra,  y  not 
mataron  muchos  Espanoles. "     Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  210. 
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with  more  or  less  injury  to  them  and  to  their  allies.  One  en- 
counter, indeed,  had  nearly  been  attended  with  more  fatal  con- 
sequences. 

The  Spanish  general,  in  the  heat  of  pursuit,  had  allowed  him- 
self to  be  decoyed  upon  the  great  causeway, — the  same  which 
had  once  been  so  fatal  to  his  army.  He  followed  the  flying  f(^e, 
until  he  had  gained  the  further  side  of  the  nearest  bridge,  which 
had  been  repaired  since  the  disastrous  action  of  the  noche  triste. 
When  thus  far  advanced,  the  Aztecs,  with  the  rapidity  of  light- 
ning, turned  on  him,  and  he  beheld  a  large  reinforcement  in  their 
rear,  all  fresh  on  the  field,  prepared  to  support  their  country- 
men. At  the  same  time,  swarms  of  boats,  unobserved  in  the 
eagerness  of  the  chase,  seemed  to  start  up  as  if  by  magic,  cover- 
ing the  waters  around.  The  Spaniards  were  now  exposed  to  a 
perfect  hail-storm  of  missiles,  both  from  the  causeway  and  the 
lake  ;  but  they  stood  unmoved  amidst  the  tempest,  when  Cortes, 
too  late  perceiving  his  error,  gave  orders  for  the  retreat.  Slowly 
and  with  admirable  coolness,  his  men  receded,  step  by  step, 
offering  a  resolute  front  to  the  enemy.^  The  Mexicans  came  on 
with  their  usual  vociferation,  making  the  shores  echo  to  their 
war-cries,  and  striking  at  the  Spaniards  with  their  long  pikes, 
and  with  poles,  to  which  the  swords  taken  from  the  Christians 
had  been  fastened.  A  cavalier,  named  Volante,  bearing  the 
standard  of  Cortes,  was  felled  by  one  of  their  weapons,  and, 
tumbling  into  the  lake,  was  picked  up  by  the  Mexican  boats. 
He  was  a  man  of  a  muscular  frame,  and,  as  the  enemy  were 
dragging  him  off,  he  succeeded  in  extricating  himself  from  their 
grasp,  and,  clenching  his  colors  in  his  hand,  with  a  desperate 
effort  sprang  back  upon  the  causeway.  At  length,  after  some 
hard  fighting,  in  which  many  of  the  Spaniards  were  wounded,  and 
many  of  their  allies  slain,  the  troops  regained  the  land,  where 
Cortes,  with  a  full  heart,  returned  thanks  to  Heaven  for  what  he 
might  well  regard  as  a  providential  deliverance.*  It  was  a 
salutary  lesson  ;  though  he  should  scarcely  have  needed  one,  so 
soon  after  the  affair  of  Iztapalapan,  to  warn  him  of  the  wily 
tactics  of  his  enemy. 

It  hafl  been  one  of  Cort<?s'  princijial  objects  in  this  expedition 
to  obtain  an  interview,  if  possible,  with  the  Aztec  emperor,  or 
with  some  of  the  great  lords   at  his  court,    and   to  try   if  some 

•  *'  Lucgo  mandf^,  qiie  todoi  sc  rctraxcssen ;  y  con  cl  nicjor  concierto  que 
pudo,  y  no  bucllas  l.is  t-spaltUs,  sino  los  rostros  4  los  conlrarios,  pie  contra 
pie,  como  quien  haze  reprcimR."  liernal  I)iar,  IIUl,  dc  la  Conquista, 
cap.  141. 

•  'M)et»ta  manera  sc  rscap6  ('(»rl<fs  aqiiclla  vez  cirl  podrr  dc  Mt*xi(  f\  y 
qu.indo  sc  vio  en  tirrra  lirmr,  (li<'>  niuihai  grarias  .1  Dios."      Ibid.,  ubi  supr^ 
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means  for  an  accommodation  could  not  be  found  by  which  he 
might  avoid  the  appeal  to  arms.  An  occasion  for  such  a  parley 
presented  itself,  when  his  forces  were  .one  day  confronted  with 
those  of  the  enemy,  with  a  broken  bridge  interposed  between 
thetn,  Cortes,  riding  in  advance  of  his  people,  intimated  by 
signs  his  peaceful  intent,  and  that  he  wished  to  confer  with  the 
Aztecs.  They  respected  the  signal,  and,  with  the  aid  of  his  in- 
terpreter, he  requested,  that,  if  there  were  any  great  chief  among 
them,  he  would  come  forward  and  hold  a  parley  with  him.  The 
Mexicans  replied,  in  derision,  they  were  all  chiefs,  and  bade  him 
speak  openly  what  ever  he  had  to  tell  them.  As  the  general  re- 
turned no  answer,  they  asked,  why  he  did  not  make  another 
visit  to  the  capital,  and,  tauntingly,  added,  "Perhaps  Malinche 
does  not  expect  to  find  there  another  Montezuma,  as  obedient  to 
his  commands  as  the  former."  ^  Some  of  them  complimented 
the  Tlascalans  with  the  epithet  of  women,  who,  they  said,  would 
never  have  ventured  so  near  the  capital,  but  for  the  protection 
of  the  white  men. 

The  animosity  of  the  two  nations  was  not  confined  to  these 
harmless,  though  bitter,  jests,  but  showed  itself  in  regular  cartels 
of  defiance,  which  daily  passed  between  the  principal  chieftains. 
These  were  followed  by  combats,  in  which  one  or  more  champ- 
ions fought  on  a  side,  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  their  respective 
countries.  A  fair  field  of  fight  was  given  to  the  warriors,  who 
conducted  those  combats,  a  routrance^\\\\  the  punctilio  of  a  Euro- 
pean tourney ;  displaying  a  valor  worthy  of  the  two  boldest  of 
the  races  of  Anahuac,  and  a  skill  in  the  management  of  their 
weapons,  which  drew  forth  the  admiration  of   the  Spaniards.^ 

Cortds  had  now  been  six  days  in  Tacuba.  There  was  nothing 
further  to  detain  him,  as  he  had  accomplished  the  chief  objects 
of  his  expedition.  He  had  humbled  several  of  the  places  which 
had  been  most  active  in  their  hostility;  and  he  had  revived  the 
credit  of  the  Castilian  arms,  which  had  been  much  tarnished  by 
their  former  reverses  in  this  quarter  of  the  Valley.  He  had 
also  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  capital, 
which  he  found  in  a  better  posture  of  defence  then  he  had  im- 
agined. All  the  ravages  of  the  preceding  year  seemed  to  be  re- 
paired, and  there  was  no  evidence,  even  to  his  experienced  eye, 
that  the  wasting  hand  of  war  had  so  lately  swept  over  the  land. 
The  Aztec  troops,  which  swarmed  through  the  Valley,  seemed  to 
be  well  appointed,    and  showed  an  invincible  spirit,  as  if  pre- 

"^  "  Pensais,  que  hay  agora  otro  Muteczuma,  para  que  haga  todo,  lo  que  . 
quisieredes  ?  "     Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  211. 

^  "Ypeleaban  los  unos  con  los  otros  may  hermosamente."     Ibid,     ubi 
supra. — ^Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  20. 
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pared  to  resist  to  the  last.  It  is  true,  they  had  been  beaten  in 
every  encounter.  In  the  open  field  they  were  no  match  for  the 
Spaniards,  whose  cavalry  they  could  never  comprehend,  and 
whose  firearms  easily  penetrated  the  cotton  mail,  which  formed 
the  stoutest  defence  of  the  Indian  warrior.  But,  entangled  in  the 
long  streets  and  narrow  lanes  of  the  metropolis,  where  every 
house  was  a  citadel,  the  Spaniards,  as  experience  had  shown, 
would  lose  much  of  their  superiority.  With  the  Mexican  em- 
peror, confident  in  the  strength  of  his  preparations,  the  general 
saw  there  was  no  probability  of  effecting  an  accommodation. 
He  saw,  too,  the  necessity  of  the  most  careful  preparations  on 
his  own  part,  indeed,  that  he  must  strain  his  resources  to  the 
utmost,  before  he  could  safely  venture  to  rouse  the  lion  in  his 
lair. 

The  Spaniards  returned  by  the  same  route  by  which  they  had 
come.  Their  retreat  was  interpreted  into  a  flight  by  the  natives, 
who  hung  on  the  rear  of  the  army  uttering  vainglorious  vaunts, 
and  saluting  the  troops  with  showers  of  arrows,  which  did  some 
mischief.  Cortds  resorted  to  one  of  their  own  stratagems  to  rid 
himself  of  this  annoyance.  He  divided  his  cavalry  into  two  or 
three  small  parties,  and  concealed  them  among  some  thick  shrub- 
bery which  fringed  both  sides  of  the  road.  The  rest  of  the  army 
continued  its  march.  The  Mexicans  followed,  unsuspicious  of 
the  ambuscade,  when  the  horse,  suddenly  darting  from  their  place 
of  concealment,  threw  the  enemy's  flanks  into  confusion,  and  the 
retreating  columns  of  infantry,  facing  about  suddenly,  commenc- 
ed a  brisk  attack,  which  completed  their  consternation.  It  was 
a  broad  and  level  plan,  over  which  the  panic-struck  Mexicans 
made  the  best  of  their  way,  without  attempting  resistance  ;  whUe 
the  cavalry,  riding  them  down  and  piercing  the  fugitives  with 
their  lances,  followed  up  the  chase  for  several  miles,  in  what 
Corids  calls  a  truly  beautiful  style.®  The  army  ex})erienced  no 
further  annoyance  from  the  enemy. 

On  their  arrival  at  Tczcuco,  they  were  greeted  with  jn\-  by 
their  comrndes,  who  had  received  no  tidings  of  them  during  the 
fortnight  which  had  elapsed  since  their  departure.  The  Tlas- 
calans,  immediately  on  their  return,  requested  the  general's  per- 
mission to  carry  back  to  their  own  country  the  valuable  b(V)ty 
which  they  had  gathered  in  their  forav, — a  request,  which,  liow- 
ever  unpalatable,  he  could  not  refuse.^'^ 

"  "  Y  comcnz.imos  d  lanzearen  ello*,  y  durftcl  alcanzc  ccrca  dc  dos  legiiaa 
to(|;is  lianas,  coiiuj  1.1  palma,  (jiic  fur  inuy  hcrnios.i  cosa."  Rel.Tcrc.,  ap, 
L<jreiizana,  p.  212. 

*"  I'or  the  particulars  of  thin  expedition  of  Cortes,  Rce,  besides  his  own 
Cuininentarics  so  often  quoted,  Ovicdo,  llisi.  do  las    Ind.,  MS.,  lib  33.  cap. 
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The  troops  had  not  been  in  quarters  more  than  two  or  three 
days,  when  an  embassy  arrived  from  Chalco,  again  soliciting  the 
protection  of  the  Spaniards  against  the  Mexicans,  who  menaced 
them  from  several  points  in  their  neighborhood.  But  the  soldiers 
were  so  much  exhausted  by  unintermitted  vigils,  forced  marches, 
battles,  and  wounds,  that  Cortes  wished  to  give  them  a  breathing 
time  to  recruit,  before  engaging  in  a  new  expedition.  He 
answered  the  application  of  the  Chalcans,  by  sending  his  mis' 
sives  to  the  allied  cities,  calling  on  them  to  march  to  the  assist' 
ance  of  their  confederate.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  they 
could  comprehend  the  import  of  his  despatches.  But  the  paper, 
with  its  mysterious  characters,  served  for  a  warrant  to  the  officer 
who  bore  it,  as  the  interpreter  of  the  general's  commands. 

But,  although  these  were  implicitly  obeyed,  the  Chalcans  felt 
the  danger  so  pressing,  that  they  soon  repeated  their  petition  foi 
the  Spaniards  to  come  in  person  to  their  relief.  Cortes  no 
longer  hesitated ;  for  he  was  well  aware  of  the  importance  of 
Chalco,  not  merely  on  its  own  account,  but  from  its  position, 
which  commanded  one  of  the  great  avenues  to  Tlascala,  and  to 
Vera  Cruz,  the  intercourse  with  which  should  run  no  risk  of  in- 
terruption. Without  further  loss  of  time,  therefore,  he  detached 
a  body  of  three  hundred  Spanish  foot  and  twenty  horse,  under 
the  command  of  Sandoval,  for  the  protection  of  the  city. 

That  active  officer  soon  presented  himself  before  Chalco,  and, 
strengthened  by  the  reinforcement  of  its  own  troops  and  those 
of  the  confederate  towns,  directed  his  first  operations  against 
Huaxtepec,  a  place  of  some  importance,  lying  five  leagues  or 
more  to  the  south  among  the  mountains.  It  was  held  by  a  strong 
Mexican  force,  watching  their  opportunity  to  make  a  descent  upon 
Chalco.  The  Spaniards  found  the  enemy  drawn  up  at  a  distance 
from  the  town,  prepared  to  receive  them.  The  ground  was 
broken  and  tangled  with  bushes,  unfavorable  to  the  cavalry, 
which,  in  consequence,  soon  fell  into  disorder ;  and  Sandoval, 
finding  himself  embarrassed  by  their  movements,  ordered  them, 
after  sustaining  some  loss,  from  the  field.  In  their  place  he 
brought  up  his  musketeers  and  crossbow-men,  who  poured  a 
rapid  fire  into  the  thick  columns  of  the  Indians.  The  rest  of  the 
iafantry,  with  sword  and  pike,  charged  the  flanks  of  the  enemy, 
who,  bewildered  by  the  shock,  after  sustaining  considerable 
slaughter,  fell  back  in  an  irregular  manner,  leaving  the  field  of 
battle  to  the  Spaniards. 

The  victors  proposed  to  bivouac  there,   for  the  night.     But, 

20, — Torquemada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  85, — Gomara,  Cronica,  cap. 
125, — Ixtlilxochitl,  Venida  de  los  Esp.,  pp.  13,  14, — Bernal  Diaz  Hist,  de  la 
Coiiquista,  cap.  141. 
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while  engagea  in  preparations  for  their  evening  meal,  they  were 
aroused  by  the  cry  of  "  To  arms,  to  arms  !  the  enemy  is  upon 
us  ! "  In  an  instant,  the  trooper  was  in  his  saddle,  the  soldier 
grasped  his  musket  or  his  good  Toledo,  and  the  action  was  re- 
newed with  greater  fury  than  before.  The  Mexicans  had  re- 
ceived a  reinforcement  from  the  city.  But  their  second  attempt 
was  not  more  fortunate  than  their  first  ;  and  the  victorious 
Spaniards,  driving  their  antagonists  before  them,  entered  and 
took  possession  of  the  town  itself,  which  had  already  been  evacu- 
ated by  the  inhabitants.^^ 

Sandoval  took  up  his  quarters  in  the  dwelling  of  the  lord  of 
the  place,  surrounded  by  gardens,  which  rivalled  those  of  Izta- 
palapan  in  magnificence,  and  surpassed  them  in  extent.  They 
are  said  to  have  been  two  leagues  in  circumference,  having 
pleasure  houses,  and  numerous  tanks  stocked  with  various  kinds 
of  fish  ;  and  they  were  embellished  with  trees,  shrubs  and  plants, 
native  and  exotic,  some  selected  for  their  beauty  and  fra- 
grance, others  for  their  medicinal  properties.  They  were  scien- 
tifically arranged  ;  and  the  whole  establishment  displayed  a  de- 
gree of  horticultural  taste  and  knowledge,  of  which  it  would  not 
have  been  easy  to  find  a  counterpart,  at  that  day,  in  the  more 
civilized  communities  of  Europe. ^^  Such  is  the  testimony  not 
only  of  the  rude  Conquerors,  but  of  men  of  science,  who  visited 
these  beautiful  repositories  in  the  dav  of  their  glory. ^'^ 

After  halting  two  days  to  refresh  his  forces  in  this  agreeable 
spot,  Sandoval  marched  on  Jacapichtla,  about  twelve  miles  to 
the  eastward.  It  was  a  town,  or  rather  fortress,  perched  on  a 
rocky  eminence,  almost  inaccessible  from  its  steepness.  It  was 
garrisoned  by  a  Mexican  force,  who  rolled  down  on  the  assail- 
ants, as  they  attempted  to  scale  the  heights,  huge  fragments  of 

"  Rcl.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  pp.  214,  215. — Goniara,  Cronica, 
cap  146. — Hcrnal  DLiz,  Hist,  dc  la  Conquista,  cap.  142.  — Oviedo,  Hist,  de 
las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33.  cap.  21. 

^'^  **  j.a  rpial  Hiicrta,"  says  Cortes,  who  afterwards  passed  a  d.iv  there, 
**cs  la  mayor,  y  mas  liermosa,  y  frcsca,  (juc  nunca  sc  vio,  por(|ue  ticne  dos 
leguas  (Ic  circuito,  y  por  medio  dc  clla  va  una  muy  gcntil  I\il>cra  tic  Agua,  y 
de  trccho  d  trcchf).  cantidad  dc  dos  tiros  dc  Pallcsta,  hav  Aposentamicntos, 
y  Jardincs  muy  frescos,  y  infinitos  Arboles  de  divers.is  Frntas,  y  murhas 
Vervas,  y  Klorcs  olorosas,  f|uc  cicrto  cs  cosa  dc  admiracion  ver  la  pentilc/a, 
y  grandcza  dc  toda  csta  Mucrta."  (Rcl.  Terr,,  ap.  Loren/ana,  pp.221, 
222.)  Hcriial  Diaz  is  not  less  emphatic  in  his  admiration.  Hist,  dc  la  Con- 
quista, cap.  142. 

*'  The  distinguished  naturalist,  Hernandez,  has  frc<|uent  occasion  to 
notice  this  garden,  which  furnished  him  with  Bianv  specimens  for  his  great 
work.  It  had  the  good  fortune  to  lie  preserved  after  the  Conquest,  when 
partindar  attention  w.is  given  to  its  n>edincial  plants,  for  the  use  of  a  great 
hospital  established  in  the  ncighborhuud.  bee  Clavigero,  Stor.  del  Messico, 
ton).   1 1,  p.   15J, 
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tock,  which,  thundering  over  the  sides  of  the  precipice,  carried 
ruin  and  desolation  in  their  path.  The  Indian  confederates  fell 
back  in  dismay  from  the  attempt.  But  Sandoval,  indignant  that 
any  achievement  should  be  too  difficult  for  a  Spaniard,  com- 
manded his  cavaliers  to  dismount,  and,  declaring  that  he  *'  would 
carry  the  place  or  die  in  the  attempt,"  led  on  his  men  with  the 
cheering  cry  of  "  St.  lago.""  With  renewed  courage,  they  now 
followed  their  gallant  leader  up  the  ascent,  under  a  storm  of 
lighter  missiles,  mingled  with  huge  masses  of  stone,  which, 
breaking  into  splinters,  overturned  the  assailants,  and  made  fear- 
ful havoc  in  their  ranks.  Sandoval,  who  had  been  wounded  on 
the  preceding  day,  received  a  severe  contusion  on  the  head, 
while  more  than  one  of  his  brave  comrades  were  struck 
down  by  his  side.  Still  they  clambered  up,  sustaining  them- 
selves by  the  bushes  or  projecting  pieces  of  rock,  and  seemed 
to  force  themselves  onward  as  much  by  the  energy  of  their  wills, 
as  by  the  strength  of  their  bodies. 

After  incredible  toil,  they  stood  on  the  summit,  face  to  face 
with  the  astonished  garrison.  For  a  moment  they  paused  to  re- 
cover breath,  than  sprang  furiously  on  their  foes.  The  struggle 
was  short,  but  desperate.  Most  of  the  Aztecs  were  put  to  the 
sword.  Some  were  thrown  headlong  over  the  battlements,  and 
others,  letting  themselves  down  the  precipice,  were  killed  on  the 
borders  of  a  little  stream  that  wound  round  its  base,  the  waters 
of  which  were  so  polluted  with  blood,  that  the  victors  were  un- 
able to  slack  their  thirst  with  them  for  a  full  hour !  ^* 

Sandoval,  having  now  accomplished  the  object  of  his  expedi- 
tion, by  reducing  the  strongholds  which  had  so  long  held  the 
Chalcans  in  awe,  returned  in  triumph  to  Tezcuco.  Meanwhile, 
the  Aztec  emperor,  whose  vigilant  eye  had  been  attentive  to  all 
that  had  passed,  thought  that  the  absence  of  so  many  of 
its  warriors  afforded  a  favorable  opportunity  for  recovering 
Chalco.  He  sent  a  fleet  of  boats,  for  this  purpose,  across  the 
lake,  with  a  numerous  force  under  the  command  of  some  of  his 
most  valiant  chiefs.^*     Fortunately  the  absent  Chalcans  reached 

**  **  E  como  esto  vio  el  dicho  Alguacil  Mayor,  y  los  Espafioles,  determi- 
naron  demorir,  6  subilles  por  fuerza  a  lo  alto  del  Pueblo,  y  con  el  apellido  dc 
Sefior  Santiago^  comenzaron  a  subir."  Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana, 
p.  214. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  21. 

1^  So  says  the  Conquistador.  (Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  215.)  Diaz, 
who  will  allow  no  one  to  hyperbolize  but  himself,  says,  "  For  as  long  as  one 
vight  take  to  say  an  Ave  Maria!  "  (Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  142.) 
iJeither  was  present. 

18  The  gallant  Captain  Diaz,  who  effects  a  sobriety  in  his  own  estimates, 
•vhich  often  leads  him  to  disparage  those  of  the  chaplain,  Gomara,  says,  thak^ 
the  force  consisted  of  20,000  warriors  in  2000  canoes.     I  bid.,  loc.  cit. 
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their  city  before  the  arrival  of  the  enemy ;  but,  though  supported 
by  their  Indian  allies,  they  were  so  much  alarmed  by  the  magni- 
tude of  the  hostile  array,  that  they  sent  again  to  the  Spaniards, 
invoking  their  aid. 

The  messengers  arrived  at  the  sam  time  with  Sandoval  and 
his  army.  Cortes  was  much  puzzled  by  the  contradictory  ac- 
counts. He  suspected  some  negligence  in  his  lieutenant,  and 
displeased  with  his  precipitate  return  in  this  unsettled  state  of 
the  affair,  ordered  him  back  at  once,  with  such  of  his  forces  as 
were  in  fighting  coiidition.  Sandoval  felt  deeply  injured  by  this 
proceeding,  but  he  made  no  attempt  at  exculpation,  and,  obeying 
his  commander  in  silence,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
and  made  a  rapid  countermarch  on  the  Indian  city.*^ 

Before  he  reached  it,  a  battle  had  been  fought  between  the 
Mexicans  and  the  confederates,  in  which  the  latter,  who  had  ac- 
quired unwonted  confidence  from  their  recent  successes,  were 
victorious.  A  number  of  Aztec  nobles  fell  into  their  hands  in 
the  engagement,  whom  they  delivered  to  Sandoval  to  be  carried 
off  as  prisoners  to  Tezcuco.  On  his  arrival  there,  the  cavalier, 
wounded  by  the  unworthy  treatment  he  had  received,  retired  to 
his  own  quarters  without  presenting  himself  before  his  chief. 

During  his  absence,  the  inquiries  of  Cortes  had  satisfied  him 
of  his  own  precipitate  conduct,  and  of  the  great  injustice  he  had 
done  his  lieutenant.  There  was  no  man  in  the  army,  on  whose 
services  he  set  so  high  a  value,  as  the  responsible  situations  in 
which  he  had  placed  him  plainly  showed  ;  and  there  was  none,  for 
whom  he  seemed  to  have  entertained  a  greater  personal  regard. 
On  Sandoval's  return,  therefore,  Cortes  instantly  sent  to  request 
his  attendance  ;  when,  with  a  soldier's  frankness,  he  made  such 
an  explanation,  as  soothed  the  irritated  spirit  of  the  cavalier, — 
a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty,  as  the  latter  had  too  generous  a 
nature,  and  too  earnest  a  devotion  to  his  commander  and  the 
cause  in  which  they  were  embarked,  to  harbor  a  petty  feeling  of 
resentment  in  his  bosom. '* 

During  the  occurrence  of  ihesc  events,  the  work  was  going 
forward  actively  on  the  canal,  and  the  brigantines  were  within  a 
fortnight  of  their  completion.  The  greatest  vigilance  was  re- 
quired, in  the  meantime,  to  prevent  their  destruction  by  the 
enemy,  who  had  already  made  three  ineffectual  attempts  to  burn 

*'  "  El  Corte's  no  le  quiso  cscurhar  d  SandouAl  de  cnnjo,  crcycndd  que  por 
8U  culpa,  (S  dcscuido,  reciM.i  inaU  olira  nucslros  amieos  Icis  de  (halco;  y 
lueco  sin  mas  dilac  ion,  ni  Ic  ovr,  le  mando  bolver."     Inid.,  ubi  supra. 

'"  liesides  the  authorities  alrradv  (iiiotcd  for  Sandoval's  expedition,  see 
(if)mara.  06nica.  rap.  126, —  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  92, — Tor- 
qucmado,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4  cap.  86. 
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them  on  the  stocks.  The  precautions,  which  Cortes  thought  it 
necessary  to  take  against  the  Tezcucans  themselves,  added  not 
a  little  to  his  embarrassment. 

At  this  time  he  received  embassies  from  different  Indian 
states,  some  of  them  on  the  remote  shores  of  the  Mexican  Gulf, 
tending  their  allegiance  and  soliciting  his  protection.  For  this 
he  was  partly  indebted  to  the  good  offices  of  Ixtlilxochitl,  who, 
in  consequence  of  his  brother's  death,  was  now  advanced  to  the 
sovereignty  of  Tezcuco.  This  important  position  greatly  in- 
creased his  consideration  and  authority  through  the  country,  of 
which  he  freely  availed  himself  to  bring  the  natives  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Spaniards.^ 

The  general  received  also  at  this  time  the  welcome  intelligence 
of  the  arrival  of  three  vessels  at  Villa  Rica,  with  two  hundred 
men  on  board,  well  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
with  seventy  or  eighty  horses.  It  was  a  most  seasonable  rein- 
forcement. From  what  quarter  it  came  is  uncertain  ;  most  prob- 
ably, from  Hispaniola.  Cortds,  it  may  be  remembered,  had 
sent  for  supplies  to  that  place  ;  and  the  authorities  of  the  island, 
who  had  general  jurisdiction  over  the  affairs  of  the  colonies,  had 
shown  themselves,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  well  inclined  to- 
wards him,  probably  considering  him,  under  all  circumstances, 
as  better  fitted  than  any  other  man  to  achieve  the  conquest  of 
the  country.^ 

The  new  recruits  soon  found  their  wav  to  Tezcuco  :  as  the 
communications  with  the  port  were  now  open  and  unobstructed. 
Among  them  were  several  cavaliers  of  consideration,  one  of 
whom,  Julian  de  Alderete,  the  royal  treasurer,  came  over  to 
superintend  the  interests  of  the  Crown. 

There  was  also  in  the  number  a  Dominican  friar,  who  brought 
a  quantity  of  pontifical  bulls,  offering  indulgencies  to  those  en- 
gaged in  war  against  the  infidel.     The  soldiers  were  not  slow  to 

^  "  Ixtlilxochitl  procuraba  siempre  traer  a  la  devocion  y  amistad  de  los 
Cristianos  no  tan  solamente  a  los  de  el  Reyno  de  Tezcuco  sino  aun  los  de  las 
Provincias  remotas,  rogandoles  que  todos  se  procurasen  dar  de  paz  al  Capi- 
tan  Cortes,  y  que  aunque  de  las  guerras  pasadas  algunos  tuviesen  culpa,  era 
tan  afable  y  deseaba  tanto  la  paz  que  luego  al  punto  los  reciviria  en  su  amis* 
tad."     Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  92. 

"^  Cortes  speaks  of  these  vessels,  as  coming  at  the  same  time,  but  does  not 
intimate  from  what  quarter.  (Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  216.)  Bernal 
Diaz,  who  notices  only  one,  says  it  came  from  Castile.  (Hist,  de  la  Con- 
quista,  cap.  143. )  But  the  old  soldier  wrote  long  after  the  events  he  com- 
memorates, and  may  have  confused  the  true  order  of  things.  It  seems 
hardly  probable  that  so  important  a  reinforcement  should  have  arrived  from 
Castile,  considering  that  Cortes  had  yet  received  none  of  the  royal  patronage, 
or  even  sanction,  which  would  stimulate  adventurers  in  the  mother  country 
to  enlist  under  his  standard. 
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fortify  themselves  with  the  good  graces  of  the  Church  ;  and  ihe 
worthy  father,  after  driving  a  prosperous  traffic  with  his  spiritual 
wares,  had  the  satisfaction  to  return  home,  at  the  end  of  a  few 
months,  well  freighted,  in  exchange,  with  the  more  substantial 
treasures  of  the  Indies.^^ 

21  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  143. — Oviedo,  Hi8t.  delas  In(i^ 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  21. — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  i,  cap.  6. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Second  Reconnoitring  Expedition. — Engagements  on  the 
Sierra. — Capture  of  Cuernavaca. — Battles  at  X<}CHI 
MiLCo. — Narrow  Escape  of  Cortes. — He  Enters  Ta^uea. 

1521. 

Notwithstanding  the  relief  which  had  been  afforded  to  the 
people  of  Chalco,  it  was  so  ineffectual,  that  envoys  from  that 
city  again  arrived  at  Tezcuco,  bearing  a  hieroglyphical  chart,  on 
which  were  depicted  several  strong  places  in  their  neighbor- 
hood, garrisoned  by  the  Aztecs,  from  w^hich  they  expected 
annoyance.  Cortes  determined,  this  time,  to  take  the  affair  into 
his  own  hands,  and  to  scour  the  country  so  effectually,  as  to 
place  Chalco,  if  possible,  in  a  state  of  security.  He  did  not  con- 
fine himself  to  this  object,  but  proposed,  before  his  return,  to 
pass  quite  round  the  great  lakes,  and  reconnoitre  the  country  to 
the  south  of  them,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  before  done  to 
the  west.  In  the  course  of  his  march,  he  would  direct  his  arms 
against  some  of  the  strong  places  from  which  the  Mexicans 
might  expect  support  in  the  siege.  Two  or  three  weeks  must 
elapse  before  the  completion  of  the  brigantines  ;  and,  if  no 
other  good  resulted  from  the  expedition,  it  would  give  active 
occupation  to  his  troops,  whose  turbulent  spirits  might  fester  into 
discontent  in  the  monotonous  existence  of  a  camp. 

He  selected  for  the  expedition  thirty  horse  and  three  hundred 
Spanish  infantry,  with  a  considerable  body  of  Tlascalan  and 
Tezcucan  warriors.  The  remaining  garrison  he  left  in  charge 
of  the  trusty  Sandoval,  who,  with  the  friendly  lord  of  the  capi- 
tal, would  watch  over  the  construction  of  the  brigantines,  and 
protect  them  from  the  assaults  of  the  Aztecs. 

On  the  fifth  of  April  he  began  his  march,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  arrived  at  Chalco,  where  he  was  met  by  a  number  of  the 
confederate  chiefs.  With  the  aid  of  his  faithful  interpreters, 
Dona  Marina  and  Aguilar,  he  explained  to  them  the  objects  of 
his  present  expedition ;  stated  his  purpose  soon  to  enforce  the 
blockade    of  Mexico,   and  required  their  cooperation  with  the 
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whole  strength  of  their  levies.  To  this  they  readily  assented  ; 
and  he  soon  received  a  sufficient  proof  of  their  friendly  disposi- 
tion in  the  forces  which  joined  him  on  the  march,  amounting, 
according  to  one  of  the  army,  to  more  than  had  ever  before  fol- 
lowed his  banner.' 

Taking  a  southerly  direction,  the  troops,  after  leaving  Chalco, 
stiUck  into  the  recesses  of  the  wild  sierra,  which,  with  its  bris- 
tling peaks,  serves  as  a  formidable  palisade  to  fence  round  the 
beautiful  Valley  ;  while,  within  its  rugged  arms,  it  shuts  up  many 
a  green  and  fruitful  pasture  of  its  own.  As  the  Spaniards  passed 
through  its  deep  gorges,  they  occasionally  wound  round  the  base 
of  some  huge  cliff  or  rocky  eminence,  on  which  the  inhabitants 
had  built  their  towns,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  done  by  the 
people  of  Europe  in  the  feudal  ages;  a  position,  which,  however 
favorable  to  the  picturesque,  intimates  a  sense  of  insecurity  as 
the  cause  of  it,  which  may  reconcile  us  to  the  absence  of  this 
striking  appendage  of  the  landscape  in  our  own  more  fortunate 
countr}'. 

The  occupants  of  these  airy  pinnacles  took  advantage  of  their 
situation,  to  shower  down  stones  and  arrows  on  the  troops,  as 
they  defiled  through  the  narrow  passes  of  the  sierra.  Though 
greatly  annoyed  by  their  incessant  hostilities,  Cortes  held  on  his 
way,  till,  winding  round  the  base  of  a  castellated  cliff,  occupied 
by  a  strong  garrison  of  Indians,  he  was  so  severely  pressed,  that 
he  felt,  to  pass  on  without  chastising  the  aggressors  would  imply 
a  want  of  strength,  which  must  disparage  him  in  the  eyes  of  his 
allies.  Halting  in  the  valley,  therefore,  he  detached  a  small 
body  of  light  troops  to  scale  the  heights,  while  he  remained  with 
the  main  body  of  the  army  below,  to  guard  against  surprise  from 
the  enemy. 

The  lower  region  of  the  rocky  eminence  was  so  steep,  that  the 
soldiers  found  it  no  easy  matter  to  ascend,  scramblini^,  as  well 
as  they  could,  with  hand  and  knee.  But,  as  they  came  into  the 
more  exposed  view  of  the  garrison,  the  latter  rolled  down  huge 
masses  of  rock,  which,  bounding  along  the  derlivitv,  and  bre.-^k- 
ing  into  fragments,  crushed  the  foremost  assailants,  and  mangled 
their  limbs  in  a  frightful  manner.  Still  they  strove  to  work  their 
way  upward,  now  taking advnntage  of  some'gulley,  worn  by  the 
winter  torrent,  now  shrltorinc:  iluMnselvt-s  behind  a  projecting 
cliff,  or  some  straggling  tree,  anchored  among  the  crevices  of 
the    mountain.     It  was   all    in  vain.      For    no  sooner  did   they 

'  *' Vlni<*ron  tantos,  que  en  toHas  l.rs  cntradas  que  vo  aiiia  idn,  despties 
que  en  1.1  Nnrv.i  F.sp.in.-i  cntrr.  nmu.i  vi  t.int.i  gcntc  dr  mici  r.i  ilr  nucstros 
amigos,  cvtun  .lor.i  fiicion  en  nucttlra  conipaAia."  Ucrnal  Diax.  iliat.  dc  la 
Conmiista.  cap.  144. 
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emerge  again  into  open  view,  than  the  rocky  avalanche  thun- 
dered on  their  heads  with  a  fury,  against  which  steel  helm  and 
cuirass  were  as  little  defence  as  gossamer.  Ail  the  party  were 
more  or  less  wounded.  Eight  of  the  number  were  killed  on  the 
spot, — a  loss  the  little  band  could  ill  afford, — and  the  gallant 
ensign.  Corral,  who  led  the  advance,  saw  the  banner  in  his  hand 
torn  into  shreds.^  Cortes,  at  length,  convinced  of  the  imprac 
ticability  of  the  attempt,  at  least  without  a  more  severe  loss  than 
he  was  disposed  to  incur,  commanded  a  retreat.  It  was  high 
time  ;  for  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  were  on  full  march  across 
the  valley  to  attack  him. 

He  did  not  wait  for  their  approach,  but,  gathering  his  broken 
files  together,  headed  his  cavalry,  and  spurred  boldly  against 
them.  On  the  level  plain,  the  Spaniards  were  on  their  own 
ground.  The  Indians,  unable  to  sustain  the  furious  onset, 
broke,  and  fell  back  before  it.  The  flight  soon  became  a  rout, 
and  the  fiery  cavaliers,  dashing  over  them  at  full  gallop,  or  run- 
ning them  through  with  their  lances,  took  some  revenge  for  their 
late  discomfiture.  The  pursuit  continued  for  some  miles,  till 
the  nimble  foe  made  their  escape  into  the  rugged  fastnesses  of 
the  sierra,  where  the  Spaniards  did  not  care  to  follow.  The 
weather  was  sultry,  and,  as  the  country  was  nearly  destitute  of 
water,  the  men  and  horses  suffered  extremely.  Before  evening 
they  reached  a  spot  overshadowed  by  a  grove  of  wild  mulberry 
trees,  in  which  some  scanty  springs  afforded  a  miserable  supply 
to  the  army. 

Near  the  place  rose  another  rocky  summit  of  the  sierra,  gar- 
risoned  by  a  stronger  force  than  the  one  which  they  had  encoun- 
tered in  the  former  part  of  the  day  ;  and  at  no  great  distance 
stood  a  second  fortress  at  a  still  greater  height,  though  consider- 
ably smaller  than  its  neighbor.  This  was  also  tenanted  by  a 
body  of  warriors,  who,  as  well  as  those  of  the  adjoining  cliff, 
soon  made  active  demonstration  of  their  hostility  by  pouring 
down  missiles  on  the  troops  below.  Cortes,  anxious  to  retrieve 
the  disgrace  of  the  morning,  ordered  an  assault  on  the  larger, 
and,  as  it  seemed,  more  practicable  eminence.  But,  though  two 
attempts  were  made  with  great  resolution,  they  were  repulsed 
with  loss  to  the  assailants.  The  rocky  sides  of  the  hill  had  been 
artificially  cut  and  smoothed,  so  as  greatly  to  increase  the  natu- 
ral difficulties  of  the  ascent.  The  shades  of  evening  now  closed 
around ;  and  Cortes  drew  off  his  men  to  the  mulberry  grove, 
where  he  took  up  his  bivouac  for  the  night,  deeply  chagrined  at 
having  been  twice  foiled  by  the  enemy  on  the  same  day. 

2  "  Todos  descalabrados,  y  corriendo  sangre,  y  las  vanderas  rotas  v  ocho 
muertos."     Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 
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During  the  night,  the  Indian  force,  which  occupied  the  adjoin- 
ing height,  passed  over  to  their  brethren,  to  aid  them  in  the 
encounter,  which  they  foresaw  would  be  renewed  on  the  follow- 
ing morning.  No  sooner  did  the  Spanish  general,  at  the  break 
of  day,  become  aware  of  this  manoeuvre,  than,  with  his  usual 
quickness,  he  took  advantage  of  it.  He  detached  a  body  of 
musketeers  and  crossbow-men  to  occupy  the  deserted  eminence, 
purposing,  as  soon  as  this  was  done,  to  lead  the  assault  in 
person  against  the  other.  It  was  not  long  before  the  Castilian 
banner  was  seen  streaming  from  the  rocky  pinnacle,  when  the 
general  instantly  led  up  his  men  to  the  attack.  And,  while 
the  garrison  were  meeting  them  resolutely  on  that  quarter,  the 
detachment  on  the  neighboring  heights  poured  into  the  place  a 
well-directed  fire,  which  so  much  distressed  the  enemy,  that,  in 
a  very  short  time,  they  signified  their  willingness  to  capitulates 

On  entering  the  place,  the  Spaniards  found  that  a  plain  of 
some  extent  ran  along  the  crest  of  the  sierra,  and  that  it  was 
tenanted,  not  only  by  men,  but  by  women  and  their  families, 
with  their  effects.  No  violence  was  offered  by  the  victors  to  the 
property  or  persons  of  the  vanquished,  and  the  knowledge  of 
this  lenity  induced  the  "Indian  garrison,  who  had  made  so  stout 
a  resistance  on  the  morning  of  the  preceding  day,  to  tender 
their  submission.* 

After  a  halt  of  two  days  in  this  sequestered  region,  the  army 
resumed  its  march  in  a  south-westerly  direction  on  Huaxtepec, 
the  same  city  which  had  surrendered  to  Sandoval.  Here  they 
were  kindly  received  by  the  cacique,  and  entertained  in  his 
magnificent  gardens,  which  Cortes  and  his  officers,  who  had 
not  before  seen  them,  comi:)ared  with  the  best  in  Castile.''  Still 
threading  the  wild  mountain  mazes,  the  army  passed  through 
Jauhtepcc   and  several  othei  places,  which  were  abandoned    at 

*  For  the  assault  on  the  rocks, — the  topograj>hy  of  which  it  is  impossible  to 
verify  from  the  narratives  of  the  Conquerors. — see  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la 
Conquista,  cap.  144, — Rel.  Tcrc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  pp.  218-221, — 
Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  127, — Ixtlilxochitl,  Vcnida  de  los  Esp. ,  pp.  16,  17, 
— Ovicdo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  21. 

^  ('ortt's,  according  to  Pernal  Diaz,  ordered  the  trooj)s,  who  took  posses- 
sion of  the  second  ffufress,  *'  not  to  meddle  with  a  grain  of  maize  Ix-longing 
to  the  bfsiegcd."  Diaz,  giving  this  a  very  liberal  interpretation,  proceeded 
forthwith  to  load  his  Indian  tamaves  with  evcrvthing  but  maize,  as  fair  booty. 
He  was  interrupted  in  his  labors,  however  by  the  captain  of  the  detachment, 
who  gave  a  more  narrow  coistruction  to  his  general's  orders,  much  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  latter,  if  we  may  trust  the  doughty  chronicler.  Ibid., 
ubi  supra. 

*  '*  Adondc  estaua  la  huerta  <iMe  he  dicho,  que  es  la  meior  que  auia  visto 
rn  tenia  mi  vida,  v  .ms(  lo  torn«>  .1  drzir,  que  Cortes,  v  el  I  rsorero  Aldcrete, 
deMjue  cntonces  la  vieron,  y  passriron  algo  de  ella,  tie  admirtiron,  y  dix<^ron. 
que  mejor  cosou  de  huerta  no  auian  viHto  en  Castilla."     Ibid.,  loc.  cit. 
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their  approach.  As  the  inhabitants,  however,  hung  in  armed 
bodies  on  their  flanks  and  rear,  doing  them  occasionally  some 
mischief,  the  Spaniards  took  their  revenge  by  burning  the 
deserted  towns. 

Thus  holding  on  their  fiery  track,  they  descended  the  bold 
slope  of  the  Cordilleras,  which,  on  the  south,  are  far  more  pre* 
cipitous  than  on  the  Atlantic  side.  Indeed,  a  single  day's 
journey  is  sufficient  to  place  the  traveller  on  a  level  several 
thousand  feet  lower  than  that  occupied  by  him  in  the  morning ; 
thus  conveying  him,  in  a  few  hours  through  the  climates  of  many 
degrees  of  latitude.  The  route  of  the  army  led  them  across 
many  an  acre,  covered  with  lava  and  blackened  scoriae,  attest- 
ing the  volcanic  character  of  the  region  ;  though  this  was  fre- 
quently relieved  by  patches  of  verdure,  and  even  tracts  of  pro- 
digal fertility,  as  if  Nature  were  desirous  to  compensate  by  these 
extraordinary  efforts  for  the  course  of  barrenness,  which  else- 
where had  fallen  on  the  land.  On  the  ninth  day  of  their  march, 
the  troops  arrived  before  the  strong  city  of  Quauhnahuac,  or 
Cuernavaca,  as  since  called  by  the  Spaniards.^  It  was  the 
ancient  capital  of  the  Tlahuicas,  and  the  most  considerable  place 
for  wealth  and  population  in  this  part  of  the  country.  It  was 
tributary  to  the  Aztecs,  and  a  garrison  of  this  nation  was  quar- 
tered within  its  walls.  The  town  was  singularly  situated,  on  a 
projecting  piece  of  land,  encompassed  by  barrancas,  or  formida- 
ble ravines,  except  on  one  side,  which  opened  on  a  rich  and 
well  cultivated  country.  For,  though  the  place  stood  at  an 
elevation  of  between  five  and  six  thousand  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  it  had  a  southern  exposure  so  sheltered  by  the 
mountain  barrier  on  the  north,  that  its  climate  was  as  soft  and 
genial  as  that  of  a  much  lower  region. 

The  Spaniards,  on  arriving  before  this  city,  the  limit  of  their 
southerly  progress,  found  themselves  separated  from  it  by  one 
of  the  vast  barrancas  before  noticed,  which  resembled  one  of 
those  frightful  rents  not  unfrequent  in  the  Mexican  Andes,  the 
result,  no  doubt,  of  some  terrible  convulsion  in  earlier  ages. 
The  rocky  sides  of  the  ravine  sunk  perpendicularly  down,  and 
so  bare  as  scarcely  to  exhibit  even  a  vestige  of  the  cactus,  or  of 
the  other  hardy  plants  with  which  Nature  in  these  fruitful  regions 
so   gracefully  covers   up  her  deformities.     The   bottom  of  the 

6  This  barbarous  Indian  name  is  tortured  into  all  possible  variations  by  the 
old  chroniclers.  The  town  soon  received  from  the  Spaniards  the  name 
which  it  now  bears  of  Cuernavaca,  and  by  which  it  is  indicated  on  the  modern 
maps.  *'  Prevalse  poi  quello  di  Cuernabaca,  col  quale  e  presentemente  cono- 
sciuta  dagli  Spagnuoli."  Clavigero,  Stor.  del  Messico,  torn.  III.  p,  1851 
nota. 
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chasm,  however,  showed  a  striking  contrast  to  this,  being 
hterally  choked  up  with  a  rich  and  spontaneous  vegetation  ;  for 
the  huge  walls  of  rock,  which  shut  in  these  barrancas,  while  they 
screen  them  from  the  cold  winds  of  the  Cordilleras,  reflect  the 
rays  of  a  vertical  sun,  so  as  to  produce  an  almost  suffocating 
heat  in  the  inclosure,  stimulating  the  soil  to  the  rank  fertility  of 
the  tier?a  caliente.  Under  the  action  of  this  forcing  apparatus, — 
60  to  speak, — the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  on  tlieir  margin 
above  may  with  ease  obtain  the  vegetable  products  which  are  to 
be  found  on  the  sultry  level  of  the  lowlands. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  was  seen  a  little  stream,  which, 
oozing  from  the  stony  bowels  of  the  sierra,  tumbled  along  its 
narrow  channel,  and  contributed  by  its  perpetual  moisture  to  the 
exuberant  fertility  of  the  valley.  This  rivulet,  which  at  cer- 
tain seasons  of  the  year  was  swollen  to  a  torrent,  was  traversed, 
at  some  distance  below  the  town,  where  the  sloping  sides  of  the 
barranca  afforded  a  more  practicable  passage,  by  two  rude 
bridges,  both  of  which  had  been  broken,  in  anticipation  of  the 
coming  of  the  Spaniards.  The  latter  had  now  arrived  on  the 
brink  of  the  chasm,  which  intervened  between  them  and  the 
city.  It  was,  as  has  been  remarked,  of  no  great  width,  and  the 
army  drawn  up  on  its  borders  was  directly  exposed  to  the  arch- 
ery of  the  garrison,  on  whom  its  own  fire  made  little  impres* 
sion,  protected  as  they  were  by  their  defences. 

The  general,  annoyed  by  his  position,  sent  a  detachment  to 
seek  a  passage  lower  down,  by  which  the  troops  might  be  landed 
on  the  other  side.  But,  although  the  banks  of  the  ravine  be- 
came less  formidable  as  they  descended,  they  found  no  means 
of  crossing  the  river,  till  a  path  unexpectedly  pre*ented  itself, 
on  which,  probably,  no  one  before  had  ever  been  daring  enough 
to  venture. 

From  the  cliffs  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  barranca,  two 
huge  trees  shot  up  to  an  enormous  height,  and,  inclining  to- 
wards each  other,  interlaced  their  boughs  so  as  to  form  a  sort 
of  natural  bridge.  Across  this  avenue,  in  mid  air,  a  Tlascalan 
conceived  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  jxiss  to  the  opposite  bank. 
The  bold  mountaineer  succeeded  in  the  attempt,  and  was  soon 
followed  by  several  others  of  his  countrymen,  trained  to  feats  of 
agility  and  strength  among  their  native  hills.  The  Spaniards 
imitated  their  example.  It  was  a  perilous  effort  for  an  armed 
man  to  make  his  way  over  this  aerial  causeway,  swayed  to  and 
fro  by  the  wind,  where  the  brain  might  become  giddy,  and  where 
a  single  false  movement  of  hand  or  foot  would  plunge  him  in 
the  abyss  below.  Three  of  the  soldiers  lost  their  hold  and  fell. 
The  rest,  consisting  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  Spaniards,  and  a 
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considerable  number  of  Tlascalans,  alighted  in  safety  on  the 
other  bankJ  There  hastily  forming,  they  marched  with  all  speed 
on  the  city.  The  enemy,  engaged  in  their  contest  with  the  Cas- 
tilians  on  the  opposite  brink  of  the  ravine,  were  taken  by  sur- 
prise,— which,  indeed,  could  scarcely  have  been  exceeded,  if 
they  had  seen  their  foe  drop  from  the  clouds  on  the  field  of  battle. 

They  made  a  brave  resistance,  however,  when  fortunately  the 
Spaniards  succeeded  in  repairing  one  of  the  dilapidated  bridges 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  both  cavalry  and  foot  to  cross  the 
river,  though  with  much  delay.  The  horse,  under  Olid  and 
Andres  de  Tapia,  instantly  rode  up  to  the  succor  of  their 
countrymen.  They  were  soon  followed  by  Cortds  at  the 
head  of  the  remaining  battalions,  and  the  enemy  driven 
from  one  point  to  another,  were  compelled  to  evacuate 
the  city,  and  to  take  refuge  among  the  mountains.  The 
buildings  in  one  quarter  of  the  town  were  speedily  wrapped  in 
flames.  The  place  was  abandoned  to  pillage,  and,  as  it  was  one 
of  the  most  opulent  marts  in  the  country,  it  amply  compensated 
the  victors  for  the  toil  and  danger  they  had  encountered.  The 
trembling  caciques,  returning  soon  after  to  the  city,  appeared  be- 
fore Cortes,  and,  deprecating  his  resentment,  by  charging  the 
blame,  as  usual,  on  the  Mexicans,  threw  themselves  on  his  mercy. 
Satisfied  with  their  submission,  he  allowed  no  further  violence 
to  the  inhabitants.® 

Having  thus  accomplished  the  great  object  of  his  expedition 
across  the  mountains,  the  Spanish  commander  turned  his  face 
northwards,  to  recross  the  formidable  barrier  which  divided  him 
from  the  Valley.  The  ascent,  steep  and  laborious,  was  rendered 
still  more  difficult  by  fragments  of  rock  and  loose  stones, 
which  encumbered  the  passes.  The  mountain  sides  and  sum- 
mits were  shaggy  with  thick  forests  of  pine  and  stunted  oak, 
which  threw  a  melancholy  gloom  over  the  region,  still  further 
heightened  at  the  present  day  by  its  being  a  favorite  haunt  of 
banditti. 

The  weather  was  sultry,  and,  as  the  stony  soil  was  nearly  des- 

■^  The  stout-hearted  Diaz  was  one  of  those  who  performed  this  danger- 
ous feat,  though  his  head  swam  so,  as  he  tells  us,  that  he  scarcely  knew  how 
he  got  on.  "  Porque  de  mi  digo,  que  verdaderamete  quando  passaua,  q  lo 
vi  mui  peligroso,  e  malo  de  passar,  y  se  me  desvanecia  la  cabe9a,  y  todavia 
passe  yo,  y  otros  veinte,  6  treinta  soldados,  y  muchos  Tlascaltecas ."  Ibid., 
ubi  supra. 

®  For  the  preceding  account  of  the  capture  of  Cuernavaca,  see  Bernal  Diaz, 
ubi  supra. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  21, — Ixtlilxochitl, 
Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  93, — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  i,  cap.  8.— 
Torquemada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  87, — Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap 
Lorcnzana,  pp.  223,  224, 


BA  TTLES  A  T  XOCHIMILCO. 


'97 


titute  of  water,  the  troops  suffered  severely  from  thirst.  Several 
of  them,  indeed,  fainted  on  the  road,  and  a  few  of  the  Indian 
allies  perished  from  exhaustion.*  The  line  of  march  must  have 
taken  the  army  across  the  eastern  shoulder  of  the  mountain, 
called  the  Cruz  del  A^ argues^  or  Cross  of  the  Marquess,  from  a 
huge  stone  cross,  erected  there  to  indicate  the  boundary  of  the 
territories  granted  by  the  Crown  to  Cortds,  as  Marquess  of  the 
Valley.  Much,  indeed,  of  the  route  lately  traversed  by  the  troops 
lay  across  the  princely  domain  subsequently  assigned  to  the 
Conqueror.i'^ 

The  Spaniards  were  greeted  from  these  heights  with  a  differ- 
ent view  from  any  which  they  had  before  had  of  the  Mexican 
Valley,  made  more  attractive  in  their  eyes,  doubtless,  by  con- 
trast with  the  savage  scenery  in  which  they  had  lately  been  in- 
volved. It  was  its  most  pleasant  and  populous  quarter,  for  no- 
where did  its  cities  and  villages  cluster  together  in  such  numbers 
as  round  the  lake  of  sweet  water.  From  whatever  quarter  seen, 
however,  the  enchanting  region  presented  the  same  aspect  of 
natural  beauty  and  cultivation,  with  its  flourishing  villas,  and  its 
fair  lake  in  the  centre,  whose  dark  and  polished  surface  glistened 
like  a  mirror,  deep  set  in  the  huge  framework  of  porphyry,  in 
which  nature  had  enclosed  it. 

The  point  of  attack  selected  by  the  general  was  Xochimilco, 
or  *'  the  field  of  flowers,"  as  its  name  implies,  from  the  floating 
gardens  which  rode  at  anchor,  as  it  were,  on  the  neighboring 
waters."  It  was  one  of  the  most  potent  and  wealthy  cities  in 
the  Valley,  and  a  stanch  vassal  of  the  Aztec  crown.  It  stood, 
like  the  capital  itself,  partly  in  the  water,  and  was  approached 
in  that  quarter  by  causeways  of  no  great  length.  The  town  was 
composed  of  houses  like  those  of  most  other  places  of  like 
magnitude  in  the  country,  mostly  of  cottages  or  huts  made  of 
clay  and  the  light  bamboo,  mingled  with  aspiring  tcocalUs^  and 
edifices  of  stone,  belonging   to  the  more  opulent  classes. 

As  the  Spaniards  advanced,  they  were  met  by  skirmishing 
parties  of  the  enemy,    who,    after  dismissing  a   light  volley  of 

*  "Una  Tierra  dc  Pinales,  dcspoblada,  y  sin  ninguna  agua.  lacjual  v  un 
Puerto  pa-samos  con  graiulissimo  trabajo,  y  sin  hcbcr:  tanto.  (j\ic  iniuhos  dc 
los  Iiidios  (juc  iban  con  nosotros  pcrccit'ron  dc  scd."  Rcl.  Tcrc  dc  CorKfs, 
ap.  Lorcnzaiia,  p.  224. 

^^  The  city  of  Cucrnavaca  was  comprehended  in  the  p.Hrimonv  of  the  diikcs 
of  Monlcleonc,  descendants  and  heirs  of  the  Con<futstaJi>r. — The  Spaniards, 
in  their  line  of  m.irch  towards  the  north,  did  not  deviate  far,  probably,  from 
the  i^rcat  road  which  now  leads  from  Mexico  to  Acapulco,  still  exhibiting  in 
this  upper  portion  of  it  the  same  characteristic  features  as  at  the  period  ok 
Ihc  Conquest. 

"  Clavigcro,  Stor.  del  Messico,  tom.  lit.  p.  187,  noU, 
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arrows,  rapidly  retreated  before  them.  As  they  took  the  direc- 
tion of  Xochimilco,  Cortds  inferred  that  they  were  prepared  to 
resist  him  in  considerable  force.  It  exceeded  his  expectations. 
On  traversing  the  principal  causeway,  he  found  it  occupied,  at 
the  further  extremity,  by  a  numerous  body  of  warriors,  who, 
stationed  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  bridge,  which  had  been 
broken,  were  prepared  to  dispute  his  passage.  They  had  con- 
structed a  temporary  barrier  of  palisades,  which  screened  them 
from  the  iire  of  the  musketry.  But  the  water  in  its  neighbor- 
hood was  very  shallow,  and  the  cavaliers  and  infantry,  plunging 
into  it,  soon  made  their  way,  swimming  or  wading,  as  they  could 
in  face  of  a  storm  of  missiles,  to  the  landing  near  the  town.  Here 
they  closed  with  the  enemy,  and,  hand  to  hand,  after  a  sharp 
struggle,  drove  them  back  on  the  city ;  a  few,  however,  taking 
the  direction  of  the  open  country,  were  followed  up  by  the  cav- 
alry. The  great  mass,  hotly  pursued  by  the  infantry,  were 
driven  through  street  and  lane,  without  much  further  resist- 
ance. Cortds,  with  a  few  followers,  disengaging  himself  from 
the  tumult,  remained  near  the  entrance  of  the  city.  He  had  not 
been  there  long,  when  he  was  assailed  by  a  fresh  body  of  Indians, 
who  suddenly  poured  into  the  place  from  a  neighboring  dike. 
The  general,  with  his  usual  fearlessness,  threw  himself  into  the 
midst,  in  hopes  to  check  their  advance.  But  his  own  followers 
were  too  few  to  support  him,  and  he  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
crowd  of  combatants.  His  horse  lost  his  footing  and  fell ;  and 
Cortes,  who  received  a  severe  blow  on  the  head  before  he  could 
rise,  was  seized  and  dragged  off  in  triumph  by  the  Indians.  At 
this  critical  moment,  a  Tlascalan,  who  perceived  the  general's  ex- 
tremity, sprang,  like  one  of  the  wild  ocelots  of  his  own  forests, 
into  the  midst  of  the  assailants,  and  endeavored  to  tear  him  from 
their  grasp.  Two  of  the  general's  servants  also  speedily  came 
to  the  rescue,  and  Cortes,  with  their  aid  and  that  of  the  brave 
Tlascalan,  succeeded  in  regaining  his  feet,  and  shaking  off  his 
enemies.  To  vault  into  the  saddle  and  brandish  his  good  lance 
was  but  the  work  of  a  moment.  Others  of  his  men  quickly  came 
up  and  the  clash  of  arms  reaching  the  ears  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
had  gone  in  pursuit,  they  returned,  and,  after  a  desperate  con- 
flict,  forced  the  enemy  from  the  city.  Their  retreat,  however, 
was  intercepted  by  the  cavalry,  returning  from  the  country,  and, 
thus  hemmed  in  between  the  opposite  columns,  they  were  cut  to 
pieces,  or  saved  themselves  only  by  plunging  into  the  lake,^* 

^  Rel.  Terc  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  226. — Herrera,  Hist.  Generalj 
dec.  3,  lib.  I,  cap.  8. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap  21. 

This  is  the  general's  own  account  of  the  matter.  Diaz,  however,  says, 
that  he  was  indebted  for  his  rescue  to  a  Castilian,  named  Olea,  supported  by 
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This  was  the  the  greatest  personal  danger  which  Cortes  had 
yet  encountered.  His  life  was  in  the  power  of  the  barbarians, 
and,  had  it  not  been  for  their  eagerness  to  take  him  prisoner, 
he  must  undoubtedly  have  lost  it.  To  the  same  cause  may  be 
frequently  attributed  the  preservation  of  the  Spaniards  in  these 
engagements.  The  next  day,  he  sought,  it  is  said,  for  the  Tlas- 
calan  who  came  so  boldly  to  his  rescue,  and,  as  he  could  learn 
nothing  of  him,  he  gave  the  credit  of  his  preservation  to  his  pat- 
ron, St.  Peter.^^  He  may  well  be  excused  for  presuming  the 
interposition  of  his  good  Genius,  to  shield  him  from  the  awful 
doom  of  the  captive, — a  doom  not  likely  to  be  mitigated  in  his 
case.  That  heart  must  have  been  a  bold  one,  indeed,  which,  from 
any  motive,  could  voluntarily  encounter  such  a  peril !  Yet  his 
followers  did  as  much,  and  that,  too,  for  a  much  inferior  reward. 

The  period  which  we  are  reviewing  was  still  the  age  of  chivalry ; 
that  stirring  and  adventurous  age,  of  which  we  can  form  little 
conception  in  the  present  day  of  sober,  practical  reality.  The 
Spaniard,  with  his  nice  point  of  honor,  high  romance,  and 
proud,  vainglorious  vaunt,  was  the  true  representative  of  that  age. 
The  Europeans,  generally,  had  not  yet  learned  to  accommodate 
themselves  to  a  life  of  literary  toil,  or  to  the  drudgery  of  trade, 
or  the  patient  tillage  of  the  soil.  They  left  these  to  the  hooded 
inmate  of  the  cloister,  the  humble  burgher,  and  the  miserable 
serf.  Arms  was  the  only  profession  worthy  of  gentle  blood, — 
the  only  career  which  the  high-mettled  cavalier  could  tread  with 
honor.  The  New  World,  with  its  strange  and  mysterious  perils, 
afforded  a  noble  theatre  for  the  exercise  of  his  calling  ;  and  the 
Spaniard  entered  on  it  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  a  paladin  of 
romance. 

Other  nations  entered  on  it  also,  but  with  different  mo- 
tives. The  French  sent  forth  their  missionaries  to  take  up  their 
dwelling  among  the  heathen,  who,  in  the  good  work  of  winning 
souls  to  Paradise,  were  content  to  wear — nay,  sometime!^  seemed 
to  court — the  crown  of  martyrdom.  The  Dutch,  too,  had  their 
mission,  but  it  was  one  of  worldly  lucre,  and  they  found  a  rec- 
ompense for  toil  and  suffering  in  their  gainful  trartic  with  the 
natives.  While  our  own  Puritan  fathers,  with  the  true  Anglo- 
Saxon  spirit,  left  their  pleasant  homes  across   the  waters,    and 

some  Tlascalans,  and  that  his  preserver  received  three  severe  wounds  him- 
self, on  the  occ.ision.  (Hist,  de  la  Coiujuisla,  c.ip.  145.)  This  was  an  affair, 
however,  in  which  Cortds  ought  to  l)e  better  informed  than  anv  one  else,  and 
one,  moreover,  not  likely  to  slip  his  memorv.  The  old  soldier  has  probably 
confounded  it  with  another  and  similar  adventure  <»f  his  commander. 

'"  *'()tro  Dia  l)us(  0  Cortes  al  Indio,  (jur  Ic  socorrio,  i  muerto,  ni  vivo  no 
parecio;  i  ("ortes,  por  la  dcvocion  dc  San  Pedro,  juzg6  que  <J1  Ic  aviaaiudado.* 
Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  ^  'ib.  i,  cap.  8. 
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pitched  their  tents  in  the  howling  wilderness,  that  they  might  en. 
joy  the  sweets  of  civil  and  religious  freedom.  But  the  Spaniard 
came  over  to  the  New  World  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  knight-errant, 
courting  adventure  however  perilous,  wooing  danger,  as  it  would 
seem,  for  its  own  sake.  With  sword  and  lance,  he  was  ever 
read  to  do  battle  for  the  Faith  ;  and,  as  he  raised  his  old  war-cry 
of  "St.  Jago,"  he  fancied  himself  fighting  under  the  banner  of 
the  military  apostle,  and  felt  his  single  arm  a  match  for  more 
than  a  hundred  infidels  ! — It  was  the  expiring  age  of  chivalry  :  and 
Spain,  romantic  Spain,  was  the  land  where  its  light  lingered 
longest  above  the  horizon. 

It  was  not  yet  dusk  when  Cortes  and  his  followers  reentered 
the  city ;  and  the  general's  first  act  was  to  ascend  a  neighbor- 
ing teocalli  and  reconnoitre  the  surrounding  country.  He  there 
beheld  a  sight  which  might  have  troubled  a  bolder  spirit  than 
his.  The  surface  of  the  salt  lake  was  darkened  with  canoes, 
and  the  causeway,  for  many  a  mile,  with  Indian  squadrons,  ap- 
parently on  their  march  towards  the  Christian  camp.  In  fact, 
no  sooner  had  Guatemozin  been  apprized  of  the  arrival  of  the 
white  men  at  Xochimilco,  than  he  mustered  his  levies  in  great 
force  to  relieve  the  city.  They  were  now  on  their  march,  and, 
as  the  capital  was  but  four  leagues  distant,  would  arrive  soon 
after  nightfall.i* 

Cortds  made  active  preparations  for  the  defence  of  his  quarters. 
He  stationed  a  corps  of  pikemen  along  the  landing  where  the 
Aztecs  would  be  likely  to  disembark.  He  doubled  the  sentinels, 
and,  with  his  principal  officers,  made  the  rounds  repeatedly  in 
the  course  of  the  night.  In  addition  to  other  causes  for  watch- 
fulness, the  bolts  of  the  crossbow-men  were  nearly  exhausted, 
and  the  archers  were  busily  employed  in  preparing  and  adjust- 
ing shafts  to  the  copper  heads,  of  which  great  store  had  been 
provided  for  the  army.  There  was  little  sleep  in  the  camp  that 
night.^ 

It  passed  away,  however,  without  molestation  from  the  enemy. 
Though  not  stormy,  it  was  exceedingly  dark.  But,  although  the 
Spaniards  on  duty  could  see  nothing,  they  distinctly  heard  the 
sound  of  many  oars  in  the  water,  at  no  great  distance  from  the 

**  "  Por  e\  Agua  a  una  muy  grande  flota  de  Canoas,  que  creo,  que  pasaban 
de  dos  mil;  y  en  ellas  venian  mas  de  doce  mil  Hombres  de  Guerra;  e  por  la 
Tierra  llego  tanta  multitude  de  Gente,  que  todos  los  Campos  cubrian."  Rel. 
Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  227. 

^  **  Y  acord&se  que  huviesse  mui  buena  vela  en  todonuestre  Real,  repartida 
k  los  puertos,^^  azequias  por  donde  auian  de  venir  i  desembarcar,  y  los  de 
acauallo  mui  a  punto  toda  la  noche  ensillados  y  enfrenados,  aguardando  en 
la  cal9ada,  y  tierra  firme,  y  todos  los  Capitanes,  y  Cortes  con  ellos,  haziendo 
vela  y  ronda  toda  la  noche.'*    Berpal  Diar,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  145 
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shore.  Yet  those  on  board  the  canoes  made  no  attempt  to  land, 
distrusting,  or  advised,  it  may  be,  of  the  preparations  made  for 
their  reception.  With  early  dawn,  they  were  under  arms,  and 
without  waiting  for  the  movement  of  the  Spaniards,  poured  into 
the  city  and  attacked  them  in  their  own  quarters. 

The  Spaniards,  who  were  gathered  in  the  area  round  one  of 
the  teocallis^  were  taken  at  disadvantage  in  the  town,  where  tiie 
narrow  lanes  and  streets,  many  of  them  covered  with  a  smooth 
and  slippery  cement,  offered  obvious  impediments  to  the  man- 
CEuvres  of  cavalry.  But  Cortds  hastily  formed  his  musketeers 
and  crossbow-men,  and  poured  such  a  lively,  well-directed  fire 
into  the  enemy's  ranks,  as  threw  him  into  disorder,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  recoil.  The  infantry,  with  their  long  pikes,  fol- 
lowed up  the  blow;  and  the  horse,  charging  at  fuil  speed,  as  the 
retreating  Aztecs  emerged  from  the  city,  drove  them  several 
miles  along  the  main  land. 

At  some  distance,  however,  they  were  met  by  a  strong  rein- 
forcement of  their  countrymen,  and,  rallying,  the  tide  of  battle 
turned,  and  the  cavaliers,  swept  along  by  it,  gave  the  rein  to 
their  steeds,  and  rode  back  at  full  gallop  towards  the  town. 
They  had  not  proceeded  very  far,  when  they  came  upon  the 
main  body  of  the  army,  advancing  rapidly  to  their  support. 
Thus  strengthened,  they  once  more  returned  to  the  charge,  and 
the  rival  hosts  met  together  in  full  career,  with  the  shock  of  an 
earthquake.  For  a  time,  victory  seemed  to  hang  in  the  balance 
as  the  mighty  press  reeled  to  and  fro  under  the  opposite  impulse, 
and  a  confused  shout  rose  up  towards  heaven,  in  which  the  war- 
whoop  of  the  savage  was  mingled  with  the  battle-cry  of  the  Chris- 
tian,— a  still  stranger  sound  on  these  sequestered  shores.  But, 
in  the  end,  Castilian  valor,  or  rather  ('astilian  arms  and  discip- 
line, proved  triumphant.  The  enemy  faltered,  gave  way,  and, 
recoiling  step  by  step,  the  retreat  soon  terminated  in  a  rout,  and 
the  Spaniarcls,  following  up  the  flying  foe,  drove  them  from  tlie 
field,  with  such  dreadful  slaughter,  that  they  made  no  further 
attempt  to  renew  the  battle. 

The  victors  were  now  undisputed  masters  of  the  city.  It  was 
a  wealthy  place,  well  stored  with  Indian  fabrics,  cotton,  gold, 
feather-work,  and  other  articles  of  luxury  and  use,  affording  a 
rich  booty  to  the  soldiers.  While  engaged  in  the  work  of  plun- 
der, a  party  of  the  enemy,  landing  from  their  canoes,  fell  on 
some  of  the  stragglers,  laden  with  merchandise,  and  made  four 
of  them  prisoners.  It  created  a  greater  sensntion  among  the 
troops  than  if  ten  limes  that  !niniber  had  fallen  on  the  field.  In- 
deed, it  was  rare  that  a  Spaniard  allowed  himself  to  be  taken 
alive.     In  the  present  instance  the  unfortunate  men  were  taken 
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by  surprise.  They  were  hurried  to  the  capital,  and  soon  after 
sacrificed  ;  when  their  arms  and  legs  were  cut  off,  by  the  command 
of  the  ferocious  young  chief  of  the  Aztecs,  and  sent  round  to 
the  different  cities,  with  the  assurance,  that  this  should  be  the 
fate  of  the  enemies  of  Mexico !  ^^ 

From  the  prisoners  taken  in  the  late  engagement,  Cortes 
learned,  that  the  forces  already  sent  by  Guatemozin  formed  but 
a  small  part  of  his  levies  ;  that  his  policy  was  to  send  detach- 
ment after  detachment,  until  the  Spaniards,  however  victorious 
they  might  come  off  from  the  contest  with  each  individually, 
would,  in  the  end,  succumb  from  mere  exhaustion,  and  thus  be 
vanquished,  as  it  were,  by  their  own  victories. 

The  soldiers  having  now  sacked  the  city,  Cortes  did  not  care 
to  await  further  assaults  from  the  enemy  in  his  present  quar- 
ters. On  the  fourth  morning  after  his  arrival,  he  mustered  his 
forces  on  a  neighboring  plain.  They  came,  many  of  them  reel- 
ing under  the  weight  of  their  plunder.  The  general  saw  this 
with  uneasiness.  They  were  to  march,  he  said,  through  a  popu- 
lous country,  all  in  arms  to  dispute  their  passage.  To  secure 
their  safety,  they  should  move  as  light  and  unencumbered  as 
possible.  The  sight  of  so  much  spoil  would  sharpen  the  appe- 
tite of  their  enemies,  and  draw  them  on,  like  a  flock  of  famished 
eagles  after  their  prey.  But  his  eloquence  was  lost  on  his  men  ; 
who  plainly  told  him  they  had  a  right  to  the  fruit  of  their  victo- 
ries, and  that  what  they  had  won  with  their  swords,  they  knew 
well  enough  how  to  defend  with  them. 

Seeing  them  thus  bent  on  their  purpose,  the  general  did  not 
care  to  balk  their  inclinations.  He  ordered  the  baggage  to  the 
centre,  and  placed  a  few  of  the  cavalry  over  it ;  dividing  the 
remainder  between  the  front  and  rear,  in  which  latter  post,  as 
that  most  exposed  to  attack,  he  also  stationed  his  arquebusiers 
and  crossbow-men.  Thus  prepared,  he  resumed  his  march;  but 
first  set  fire  to  the  combustible  buildings  of  Xochimilco,  in  re- 
taliation for  the  resistance  he  had  met  there. ^^     The  light  of  the 

16  Diaz,  who  had  an  easy  faith,  states,  as  a  fact,  that  the  limbs  of  the  un- 
fortunate men  were  cut  off  before  their  sacrifice.  "  Manda  cortar  pies  y 
bra9os  a  los  tristes  nuestros  compafieros,  y  las  embia  por  muchos  puebios 
nuestros  amigos  de  los  q  nos  auian  venido  de  paz,  y  les  embia  a  dezir,  que 
antes  que  bolvamos  a  Tezcuco,  piensa  no  quedara  ninguno  de  nosotros  a 
vida,  y  con  los  cora9ones  y  sangre  hizo  sacrificio  a  sus  idolas."  (Hist,  de  la 
Conquista,  cap.  145.)— This  is  not  very  probable.  The  Aztecs  did  not,  like 
our  North  American  Indians,  torture  their  enemies  from  mere  cruelty,  but  in 
comformity  to  the  proscribed  regulations  of  their  ritual.  The  captive  was  a 
religious  victim. 

1"  "  Y  al  cabo  dejandola  toda  quemada  y  asolada  nos  partimos;  y  cierto 
era  mucho  para  ver,  porque  tenia  muchas  Casas,  y  Torres  de  sus  Idolos  de 
cal  y  canto."     Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ao.  Lorenzana  p.  228. 
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burning  city  streamed  high  into  the  air,  sending  its  ominous 
glare  far  and  wide  across  the  waters,  and  telhng  the  inhabitants 
on  their  margin,  that  the  fatal  strangers,  so  long  predicted  by 
their  oracles,  had  descended  like  a  consuming  fiame  upon  their 
borders. ^^ 

Small  bodies  of  the  enemy  were  seen  occasionally  at  a  dis- 
tance, but  they  did  not  venture  to  attack  the  army  on  its  march, 
which,  before  noon,  brought  them  to  Cojohuacan,  a  large  town 
about  two  leagues  distant  from  Xochimilco.  One  could  scarcely 
travel  that  distance  in  this  populous  quarter  of  the  Valley  with- 
out meeting  with  a  place  of  considerable  size,  oftentimes  the 
capital  of  what  had  formerly  been  an  independent  stale.  The 
inhabitants,  members  of  different  tribes,  and  speaking  dialects 
somewhat  different,  belonged  to  the  same  great  family  of  na- 
tions, who  had  cofne  from  the  real,  or  imaginary  region  of 
Aztlan,  in  the  far  North-west.  Gathered  round  the  shores  of 
their  Alpine  sea,  these  petty  communities  continued,  after  their 
incorporation  with  the  Aztec  monarchy,  to  maintain  a  spirit  of 
rivalry  in  their  intercourse  with  one  another,  which — as  with  the 
cities  on  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  feudal  age? — quickened  their 
mental  energies,  and  raised  the  Mexican  Valley  higher  in  the 
scale  of  civilization  than  most  other  quarters  of  Anahuac. 

The  town  at  which  the  army  had  now  arrived  was  deserted  by 
Its  inhabitants  ;  and  Cortes  halted  two  days  there  to  restore  his 
troops,  and  give  the  needful  attention  to  the  wounded.^®  He 
made  use  of  the  time  to  reconnoitre  the  neighboring  ground, 
and,  taking  with  him  a  strong  detachment,  descended  on  the 

^  For  others  particulars  of  the  actions  at  Xochimilco,  see  Oviedo,  Hist, 
de.  las  Ind.,  MS,,  lib.  23,  cap.  21, — Herrcra,  Hist  General,  doc.  3  lib.  i, 
cap.  8,  II,  —  Ixtlilxochitl,  Vcnida  dc  los  Esn  ,  p.  18, — Torqiicmada,  Mon- 
arch. Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  87,  88, — Bernal  Diaz,  ilisu  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  145. 

The  ('oncjueror's  own  account  of  these  engagements  has  not  his  u^ual  per- 
gpicuity,  perhaps  from  its  brevity.  A  more  than  ordinary  confusion,  indeed, 
prevails  in  the  different  reports  of  them,  even  those  proceeding  from  con- 
temporaries, making  it  extremely  difficult  to  collect  a  probable  narrative  from 
authorities,  not  onlv  contradicting  one  another,  but  themselves.  It  is  rare, 
at  any  time,  that  two  accounts  of  a  battle  coincide  in  all  respects;  the  range 
of  olwervation  for  each  individual  is  nccessarilv  so  limited  and  different,  and 
it  is  so  difficult  to  make  a  cool  observation  at  all,  in  the  hurrv  and  heat  of 
conflict.  Any  one,  who  has  conversed  with  the  survivors,  will  readily  com- 
prehend this,  and  be  apt  to  conclude,  that,  wherever  he  may  look  for  truth,  it 
will  hardly  l)C  on  the  battle-ground. 

**  This  place,  recommended  by  the  exceeding  l>cautv  of  its  situation,  be- 
came, after  the  Contjucst,  a  favf>ritc  residence  <if  C'ortes,  who  fonndcil  a 
nunnery  in  it,  and  commanded  in  his  will,  that  his  bones  should  be  removed 
thither,  from  anv  part  of  the  world  in  which  he  might  die.  "Que  mis  hue- 
SOS — los  Urvcn  a  la  mi  Villa  de  C'riyoacan,  v  alii  Irs  den  ticrra  en  el  Monrs- 
terio  de  Monjas,  cjue  mand'i  haccr  y  cditie.ir  en  \x  dicha  mi  Villa."  Testa* 
mento  de  licrnan  L!ort<^ii,  MS. 


t04  SIEGE  AND  SURRENDER  OF  MEXICO, 

causeway  which  led  from  Cojohuacan  to  the  great  avenue  oi 
Iztapalapan.^  At  the  point  of  intersection,  called  Xoloc,  he 
found  a  strong  barrier  or  fortification,  behind  which  a  Mexican 
force  was  intrenched.  Their  archery  did  some  mischief  to  the 
Spaniards,  as  they  came  within  bowshot.  But  the  latter,  march- 
ing intrepidly  forward  in  face  of  the  arrowy  shower,  stormed  the 
works,  and,  after  an  obstinate  struggle,  drove  the  enemy  from 
their  position.^^  Cortes  then  advanced  some  way  on  the  great 
'^siuseway  of  Iztapalapan ;  but  he  beheld  the  further  extremity 
darkened  by  a  numerous  array  of  warriors,  and,  as  he  did  not 
care  to  engage  in  unnecessary  hostilities,  especially  as  his 
ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  he  fell  back  and  retreated  to 
his  own  quarters. 

The  following  day,  the  army  continued  its  march,  taking  the 
road  to  Tacuba,  but  a  few  miles  distant.  On  the  way  it  experi- 
enced much  annoyance  from  straggling  parties  of  the  enemy, 
who,  furious  at  the  sight  of  the  booty  which  the  invaders  were 
bearing  away,  made  repeated  attacks  on  their  flanks  and  rear. 
Cortes  retaliated,  as  on  the  former  expedition,  by  one  of  their 
own  stratagems,  but  with  less  success  than  before  ;  for,  pursuing 
the  retreating  enemy  too  hotly,  he  fell  with  his  cavalry  into  an 
ambuscade,  which  they  had  prepared  for  him  in  their  turn.  He 
was  not  yet  a  match  for  their  wily  tactics.  The  Spanish  cava- 
liers were  enveloped  in  a  moment  by  their  subtle  foe,  and  sepa- 
rated from  the  rest  of  the  army.  But,  spurring  on  their  good 
steeds,  and  charging  in  a  solid  column  together,  they  succeeded 
in  breaking  through  the  Ijidian  array,  and  in  making  their  es- 
cape, except  two  individuals,  who  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
They  were  the  general's  own  servants,  who  had  followed  him 
faithfully  through  the  whole  campaign,  and  he  was  deeply 
affected  by  their  loss  ;  rendered  the  more  distressing  by  the  con- 
sideration of  the  dismal  fate  that  awaited  them.  When  the  little 
band  rejoined  the  army,  which  had  halted,  in  some  anxiety  at 

^  Th/s,  says  archbishop  Lorenzana,  was  the  modern  calzada  de  la  Piedad. 
^Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  p.  229,  nota.  )  But  it  is  not  easy  to  reconcile  this 
with  the  elaborate  chart  which  M.  de  Humboldt  has  given  of  the  Valley.  A 
short  arm,  which  reached  from  this  city  in  the  days  of  the  Aztecs,  touched 
obliquely  the  great  southern  avenue,  by  which  the  Spaniards  first  entered  the 
capital.  As  the  waters,  which  once  entirely  surrounded  Mexico,  have 
shrunk  into  their  narrow  basin,  the  face  of  the  country  has  undergone  a  great 
change  and,  though  the  foundations  of  the  principal  causeways  are  still  main' 
tained,  it  is  not  always  easy  to  discern  vestiges  of  the  ancient  avenues. 

21  "  Y  llegamos  a  una  Albarrada,  que  tenian  hecha  en  la  Calzada,  y  los 
Peones  comenzaronla  a  combatir  ;  y  aunque  fue  muy  recia,  y  hubo  mucha 
resistencia,  y  hirieron  diezEspanoles,  al  fin  se  la  ganaron,  y  mataron  muchos 
de  los  Enemigos,  aunque  los  Ballesteros,  y  Escopeteros  quedaron  sin  Polvo- 
ra,  y  sin  Saetas."     Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 


HE  ENTERS  TACUBA.  205 

their  absence,  under  the  walls  of  Tacuba,  the  soldiers  were  aston- 
ished at  the  dejected  mien  of  their  commander,  which  too  visi- 
bly betrayed  his  emotion.^ 

The  sun  was  still  high  in  the  heavens,  when  they  entered  the 
ancient  capital  of  the  Tepanecs.  The  first  care  of  Cortes  was 
to  ascend  tlie  principal  teocalli^  and  survey  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. It  was  an  admirable  point  of  view,  commanding  the  capi- 
tal, which  lay  but  little  more  than  a  league  distant,  and  its 
immediate  environs.  Cortes  was  accompanied  by  Alderete,  the 
treasurer,  and  some  other  cavaliers,  who  had  lately  joined  his 
banner.  The  spectacle  was  still  new  to  them  ;  and,  as  they 
gazed  on  the  stately  city,  with  its  broad  lake  covered  with  boats 
and  barges  hurrying  to  and  fro,  some  laden  with  merchandise, 
or  fruits  and  vegetables,  for  the  markets  of  Tenochiitlan,  others 
crowded  with  warriors,  they  could  not  withhold  their  admiration 
at  the  life  and  activity  of  the  scene,  declaring  that  nothing  but 
the  hand  of  Providence  could  have  led  their  countrymen  safe 
through  the  heart  of  this  powerful  empire.^ 

In  the  midst  of  the  admiring  circle,  the  brow  of  Cortds  alone 
was  observed  to  be  overcast,  and  a  sigh,  which  now  and  then 
stole  audibly  from  his  bosom,  showed  the  gloomy  working  of  his 
thoughts.*"  "Take  comfort,"  said  one  of  the  cavaliers,  approach- 
ing  his  commander,  and  wishing  to  console  him  in  his  rough  way 
for  his  recent  loss,  *'  you  must  not  lay  these  things  so  much  to 
heart ;  it  is,  after  all,  but  the  fortune  of  war."  The  general's 
answer  showed  the  nature  of  his  meditations.  "You  are  my 
witness,"  said  he,  "  how  often  I  have  endeavored  to  persuade 
yonder  capital  peacefully  to  submit.  It  fills  me  with  grief,  when 
I  think  of  the  toil  and  the  dangers  my  brave  followers  have  yet 
to  encounter  before  we  can  call  it  ours.  But  the  time  is  come 
when  we  must  put  our  hands  to  the  work."^ 

•^  "  Y  estando  en  csto  vienc  Cortes,  con  el  qua!  nos  alegrdmos,  puesto  que 
^1  venia  muy  triste  y  como  lloroso."  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista, 
cap.  145. 

^  *'  rues  quando  vi^ron  la  gran  c'ludad  dc  Mexico,  y  la  laguna,  y  tanta 
multitud  (le  canoas.  (jue  vnas  ivan  cargadas  con  bastimentos,  y  otras  ivan  \ 
pcs(  ar,  y  otras  vaJclias,  inucho  mas  se  cspantAron,  porcpic  no  las  auian  visto, 
nasta  en  a(|uella  sa(jOn  :  y  dixcron,  (luc  nucstra  vcniiia  en  esia  Nucva  F.s- 
paRa,  (jiic  no  cran  cosas  nc  hombres  mimanos,  sino  (|uc  la  gran  miscricordia 
dc  Dios  era  r|uie  nos  sostcnia."      Ii)id.,  ubi  sui)ra. 

^  '*  F,n  cste  instante  suspirA   Cortes   co  vna  muy  gra  tristera,  tnui  mayor 
dc  antes  traia."     Il)id.,  loc.  cit. 

Y  Cortes  Ic  dixo,  quo  ya  vcia  quantaa  vezes  aula  cmbiado  Ji  Mexico  k 
Togalles  con  la  paz,  y  (jue  la  tristcza  no  la  tenia  por  sola  vna  cosa,  sino  en 
petisar  en  los  grandeti  trabajos  en  <jnr  nos  auiamos  de  her,  hasta  tornar  k 
•cfiorear;  y  que  con  laayudade  I)ios  presto  lo  porniamospor  la  obra."  Ibid, 
obi  supra. 
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There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  Cortes,  with  every  other  man  in 
his  army,  felt  he  was  engaged  on  a  holy  crusade,  and  that,  inde- 
pendently of  personal  considerations,  he  could  not  serve 
Heaven  better,  than  by  planting  the  Cross  on  the  blood-stained 
towers  of  the  heathen  metropolis.  But  it  was  natural  that  he 
should  feel  some  compunction,  as  he  gazed  on  the  goodly  scene, 
and  thought  of  the  coming  temptst,  and  how  soon  the  opening 
blossoms  of  civilization  which  there  met  his  eye  must  wither 
under  the  rude  breath  of  War.  It  was  a  striking  spectacle,  that 
of  the  great  Conqueror,  thus  brooding  in  silence  over,  the  deso- 
lation  he  was  about  to  bring  on  the  land  !  It  seems  to  have 
raade  a  deep  impression  on  his  soldiers,  little  accustomed  to  such 
proofs  of  his  sensibility ;  and  it  forms  the  burden  of  some  of 
those  romances^  or  national  ballads,  with  which  the  Castilian 
minstrel,  in  the  olden  time,  delighted  to  commemorate  the  fa- 
vorite heroes  of  his  country,  and  which,  coming  mid-way  between 
oral  tradition  and  chronicle,  have  been  found  as  imperishable  a 
record  as  chronicle  itself.^ 

Tacuba  was  the  point  which  Cortes  had  reached  on  his  former 
expedition  round  the  northern  side  of  the  Valley.  He  had  now, 
therefore,  made  the  entire  circuit  of  the  great  lake ;  had  recon- 
noitred the  several  approaches  to  the  capital,  and  inspected  with 
his  own  eyes  the  dispositions  made  on  the  opposite  quarters  for 
its  defence.  He  had  no  occasion  to  prolong  his  stay  in  Tacuba, 
the  vicinity  of  which  to  Mexico  must  soon  bring  on  him  its  whole 
warlike  population. 

Early  on  the  following  morning,  he  resumed  his  march,  taking 
the  route  pursued  in  the  former  expedition  north  of  the  small 
lakes.  He  met  with  less  annoyance  from  the  enemy,  than  on 
the  preceding  days  ;  a  circumstance  owing  in  some  degree,  per- 
haps, to  the  state  of  the  weather,  which  was  exceedingly  tempest- 

^  Diaz  gives  the  opening  redondillas  of  the  romance^  which  I  have  not  beet 
able  to  find  in  any  of  the  printed  collections. 

En  Tacuba  esta  Cortes, 
CO  su  esquadron  esforcado, 
triste  estaua,  y  muy  penoso, 
triste,  y  con  gran  cuidado, 
la  vna  mano  en  la  mexilla, 
y  la  otra  en  el  costado."  &a 

It  may  be  thus  done  into  pretty  literal  doggerel. 

In  Tacuba  stood  Cortes, 

With  many  a  care  opprest, 
Thoughts  of  the  past  came  o'er  hlBi 

And  he  bowed  his  haughty  crest. 
One  hand  upon  his  cheek  he  laid* 

The  other  on  his  breast, 
While  his  valiant  squadrons  round  him,  Ao< 


HE  ENTERS  TACUEA, 


207 


nous.  The  soldiers,  with  their  garments  heavy  with  moisture, 
ploughed  their  way  with  difficulty  through  miry  roads  flooded  by 
the  torrents.  On  one  occasion,  as  their  military  chronicler  in- 
forms us,  the  officers  neglected  to  go  the  rounds  of  the  camp,  at 
night,  and  the  sentinels  to  mount  guard,  trusting  to  the  violence 
of  the  storm  for  their  protection.  Yet  the  fate  of  Narvaez  might 
have  taught  them  not  to  put  their  faith  in  the  elements. 

At  Acohiian,  in  the  Acolhuan  territory,  they  were  met  by  San- 
doval, with  the  friendly  cacique  of  Tezcuco,  and  several  cava- 
liers, among  whom  were  some  recently  arrived  from  the  Islands. 
They  cordially  greeted  their  countrymen,  and  communicated  the 
tidings,  that  the  canal  was  completed,  and  that  the  brigantines, 
rigged  and  equipped,  were  ready  to  be  launched  on  the  bosom 
of  the  lake.  There  seemed  to  be  no  reason,  therefore,  for 
longer  postponing  operations  against  Mexico.  With  this  wel- 
come intelligence,  Cortes  and  his  victorious  legions  made  their 
entry  for  the  last  time  into  the  Acolhuan  capital,  having  con- 
sumed just  three  weeks  in  completing  the  circuit  of  the  Valley 
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1521. 

At  the  very  time  when  Cortes  was  occupied  with  reconnoitring 
the  Valley,  preparatory  to  his  siege  of  the  capital,  a  busy  faction 
in  Castile  was  laboring  to  subvert  his  authority  and  defeat  his 
plans  of  conquest  altogether.  The  fame  of  his  brilliant  exploits 
had  spread  not  only  through  the  Isles,  but  to  Spain  and  many 
parts  of  Europe,  where  a  general  admiration  was  felt  for  the  in- 
vincible energy  of  the  man,  who,  with  his  single  arm,  as  it  were, 
could  so  long  maintain  a  contest  with  the  powerful  Indian  em- 
pire. The  absence  of  the  Spanish  monarch  from  his  dominions, 
and  the  troubles  of  the  country,  can  alone  explain  the  supine  in- 
difference shown  by  the  government  to  the  prosecution  of  this 
great  enterprise.  To  the  same  causes  it  may  be  ascribed,  that 
no  action  was  had  in  regard  to  the  suites  of  Velasquez  and  Nar- 
vaez,  backed,  as  they  were,  by  so  potent  an  advocate  as  Bishop 
Fonseca,  president  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies.  The  reins  of 
government  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  Adrian  of  Utrecht, 
Charles's  preceptor,  and  afterwards  Pope, — a  man  of  learning, 
and  not  without  sagacity,  but  slow  and  timid  in  his  policy,  and 
altogether  incapable  of  that  decisive  action  which  suited  the 
bold  genius  of  his  predecessor.  Cardinal  Ximenes. 

In  the  spring  of  152 1,  however,  a  number  of  ordinances  pass- 
ed the  Council  of  the  Indies,  which  threatened  an  important  in- 
novation in  the  affairs  of  New  Spain.  It  was  decreed,  that  the 
Royal  Audience  of  Hispaniola  should  abandon  the  proceedings 
already  instituted  against  Narvaez,  for  his  treatment  of  the  com- 
missioner Ayllon  ;  that  that  unfortunate  commander  should  be 
released  from  his  confinement  at  Vera  Cruz  ;  and  that  an  arbi- 
trator should  be  sent  to  Mexico,  with  authority  to  investigate 
the  affairs  and  conduct  of  Cortes,  and  to  render  ample  justice 
to  the  governor  of  Cuba.     There  were  not  wanting  persons  at 
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court,  who  looked  with  dissatisfaction  on  these  proceedings,  as 
an  unworthy  requital  of  the  services  of  Cortes,  and  who  thought 
the  present  moment,  at  any  rate,  not  the  most  suitable  for  taking 
measures,  which  might  discourage  the  general,  and,  perhaps, 
render  him  desperate.  But  the  arrogant  temper  of  the  bishop 
of  Burgos  overruled  all  objections  ;  and  the  ordinances  having 
been  approved  by  the  Regency,  were  signed  by  that  body,  April 
II,  1521.  A  person  named  Tapia,  one  of  the  functionaries  of 
the  Audience  at  St.  Domingo  was  selected  as  the  new  commis- 
sioner to  be  despatched  to  Vera  Cruz.  Fortunately  circum- 
stances occurred,  which  postponed  the  execution  of  the  design 
for  the  present,  and  permitted  Cortes  to  go  forward  unmolested 
in  his  career  of  conquest.* 

But,  while  thus  allowed  to  remain,  for  the  present  at  least,  in 
possession  of  authority,  he  was  assailed  by  a  danger  nearer  home, 
which  menaced  not  only  his  authority,  but  his  life.  This  was  a 
conspiracy  in  the  army,  of  a  more  dark  and  dangerous  character 
than  any  hitherto  formed  there.  It  was  set  on  foot  by  a  common 
soldier,  named  Antonio  Villafana,  a  native  of  Old  Castile,  of 
whom  nothing  is  known  but  his  share  in  this  transaction.  He 
was  one  of  the  troop  of  Narvaez, — that  leaven  of  disaffection, 
which  had  remained  with  the  army,  swelling  with  discontent  on 
every  light  occasion,  and  ready,  at  all  times,  to  rise  into  mutiny. 
They  had  voluntarily  continued  in  the  service,  after  the  secession 
of  their  comrades  at  Tlascala  ;  but  it  was  from  the  same 
mercenary  hopes  with  which  they  had  originally  embarked  in 
the  expedition, — and  in  these  they  were  destined  still  to  be  dis- 
appointed. They  had  little  of  the  true  spirit  of  adventure,  which 
distinguished  the  old  companions  of  Cortes  ;  and  they  found  the 
barren  laurels  of  victory  but  a  sorry  recompense  for  all  their 
toils  and  sufferings. 

With  these  men  were  joined  others,  who  had  causes  of  per- 
sonal disgust  with  the  general  ;  and  others,  again,  who  looked 
with  distrust  on  the  result  of  the  war.  The  gloomy  fate  of  their 
countrymen,  who  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands,  filled  them 
witti  dismay.  Tiiey  felt  themselves  the  victims  of  a  chimerical 
spirit  in  their  leader,  who,  with  such  inadequate  means,  was  urging 
to  extremity  so  ferocious  and  formidable  a  foe  ;  and  they  shrunk 
with  something  like  apprehension  from  thus  pursuing  the  enemy 
into  his  own  haunts,  where  he  would  gather  tenfold  energy  from 
despair. 

These  men  would  have  wilhngly  abandoned  the  enterprise, 
and  returned  to  (jiba  ;  but    liow  could  they    do  it  ?  C'ortcs  had 

'  Hcrrer.T,  Hist.  Gcncr.il,  dec.  3,  lib.  i.  tap,  15. — Kclacion  de  Alonso  dc 
Verzara,  Escrivano  Publico  dc  Vera  Cm/.,  MS.,  (fcc.  21  . 
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control  over  the  whole  route  from  the  city  to  the  sea-coast  ;  and 
not  a  vessel  could  leave  its  ports  without  his  warrant.  Even  if 
he  were  put  out  of  the  way,  there  were  others,  his  principal 
officers,  ready  to  step  into  his  place,  and  avenge  the  death  of 
their  commander.  It  was  necessary  to  embrace  these,  also,  in 
the  scheme  of  destruction  ;  and  it  was  proposed,  therefore,  to- 
gether with  Cortds,  to  assassinate  Sandoval,  Olid,  Alvarado,  and 
two  or  three  others  most  devoted  to  his  interests.  The  conspira- 
tors would  then  raise  the  cry  of  liberty,  and  doubted  not  that 
they  should  be  joined  by  the  greater  part  of  the  army,  or  enough, 
at  least,  to  enable  them  to  work  their  own  pleasure.  They  pro- 
posed to  offer  the  command,  on  Cortes"  death,  to  Francisco 
Verdugo,  a  brother-in-law  of  Velasquez.  He  was  an  honorable 
cavalier,  and  not  privy  to  their  design.  But  they  had  little  doubt 
that  he  would  acquiesce  in  the  command,  thus,  in  a  manner, 
forced  upon  him,  and  this  would  secure  them  the  protefttion  of 
the  governor  of  Cuba,  who,  indeed,  from  his  own  hatred  of 
Cortes,  would  be  disposed  to  look  with  a  lenient  eye  on  their 
proceedings. 

The  conspirators  even  went  so  far  as  to  appoint  the  subor- 
dinate officers,  an  alguacil  mayor  \xi'^\2iC^oi  Sandoval,  a  quarter- 
master-general to  succeed  Olid,  and  some  others.^  The  time 
fixed  for  the  execution  of  the  plot  was  soon  after  the  return  of 
Cortbs  from  his  expedition.  A  parcel,  pretended  to  have  come 
by  a  fresh  arrival  from  Castile,  was  to  be  presented  to  him  while  at 
table,  and,  when  he  was  engaged  in  breaking  open  the  letters, 
the  conspirators  were  to  fall  on  him  and  his  officers,  and  de- 
spatch them  with  their  poniards.  Such  was  the  iniquitous  scheme 
devised  for  the  distruction  of  Cortes  and  expedition.  But  a 
conspiracy,  to  be  successful,  especially  when  numbers  are  con- 
cerned, should  allow  but  little  time  to  elapse  between  its  con- 
ception and  its  execution. 

On  the  day  previous  to  that  appointed  for  the  perpetration  of 
the  deed,  one  of  the  party,  feeling  a  natural  compunction  at  the 
commission  of  the  crime,  went  to  the  general's  quarters,  and 
solicited  a  private  interview  with  him.  He  threw  himself  at  his 
commander's  feet,  and  revealed  all  the  particulars  relating  to  the 
conspiracy  adding,  that  in  Villafana's  possession  a  paper  would 
be  found,  containing  the  names  of  his  accomplices.  Cortes, 
thunder-struck  at  the  disclosure,  lost  not  a  moment  in  profiting 
by  it.  He  sent  for  Alvarado,  Sandoval,  and  one  or  two  other 
officers  marked  out  by  the  conspirator,  and,  after  communicating 

*  **  Hazia  Alguazil  mayor  e  Alferez,  y  Alcaldes,  y  Regidores,  y  Contador, 
y  Tesorero,  y  Ueedor,  y  otras  cosas  deste  arte,  y  aun  repartido  entre  ellos 
nuestros  bienes,  y  cauallos."  Beriial  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  146. 
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the  affair  to  them,  went  at  once  with  them  to  Villaf ana's  quarters, 
attended  by  four  alguacils. 

They  found  him  in  conference  with  three  or  four  friends,  who 
were  instantly  taken  from  the  apartment,  and  placed  in  custody. 
Villafana,  confounded  at  this  sudden  apparition  of  his  com- 
mander, had  barely  time  to  snatch  a  paper,  containing  the  signa- 
tures of  the  confederates,  from  his  bosom,  and  attempt  to  swal- 
low it.  But  Cortes  arrested  his  arm,  and  seized  the  paper.  As 
he  glanced  his  eye  rapidly  over  the  fatal  list,  he  was  much  moved 
at  finding  there  the  names  of  more  than  one,  who  had  some 
claim  to  consideration  in  the  army.  He  tore  the  scroll  in  pieces, 
and  ordered  Villafana  to  be  taken  into  custody.  He  was  im- 
mediately tried  by  a  military  court  hastily  got  together,  at  which 
the  general  himself  presided.  There  seems  to  have  been  no 
doubt  of  the  man's  guilt.  He  was  condemned  to  death,  and, 
after  allowing  him  time  for  confession  and  absolution,  the  sen- 
tence was  executed  by  hanging  him  from  the  window  of  his  own 
quarters.* 

Those  ignorant  of  the  affair  were  astonished  at  the  spectacle  ; 
and  the  remaining  conspirators  were  filled  with  consternation, 
when  they  saw  that  their  plot  was  detected,  and  anticipated  a 
similar  fate  for  themselves.  But  they  were  mistaken.  Cortes 
pursued  the  matter  no  further.  A  little  reflection  convinced  him, 
that  to  do  so  would  involve  him  in  the  most  disagreeable,  and 
even  dangerous,  perplexities.  And,  however  much  the  parties 
implicated  in  so  foul  a  deed  might  deserve  death,  he  could  ill 
afford  the  loss  even  of  the  guilty,  with  his  present  limited  num- 
bers. I  lo  resolved,  therefore,  to  content  himself  with  the  punish- 
ment of  the  ringleader. 

He  called  his  troops  together,  and  briefly  cxj)lained  to  them 
the  nature  of  the  crime  for  which  Vallafana  had  suffered.  He 
had  made  no  confession,  he  said,  and  the  guilty  secret  had  per- 
isiicd  with  him.  He  then  expressed  his  sorrow,  that  any  should 
have  been  found  in  their  ranks  capable  of  so  base  an  act,  and 
stated  his  own  unconsciousness  of  having  wronged  any  individual 
among  them  ;  but,  if  he  had  done  so,  he  invited  them  frankly  to 
declare  it,  as  he  was  most  anxious  to  atlord  them  all  the  redress 
in  his  power.* — But  there  was  no  one  of  his  audience,  whatever 
might  be  his  grievances,  who  cared  to  enter  iiis  complaint  at 
such  a  moment  ;  least  of  all  were  the  consj)irators  willing  to  do 
so,  for  they  were  too  happy  at  having,  as  they  fancied,  escaped 
detection,  to  stand    forward   now  in   the  ranks  of    the    malcon- 

"  Ibid.,  loc.  cit. — Ovicdo  Hist,  dc  l.is  Ind.,  MS.,  Jib.  ^^^  cap   48. —  Hen- 
rera,  Hist,  (tcncral,  dec.  3,  lib.  i,  cap.  I. 
*  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 
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tents.  The  affair  passed  off,  therefore,  without  further  conse 
quences. 

The  conduct  of  Cortds,  in  this  delicate  conjuncture,  shows 
great  coolness,  and  knowledge  of  human  nature.  Had  he  suffer- 
ed his  detection,  or  even  his  suspicion,  of  the  guilty  parties  to 
take  air,  it  would  have  placed  him  in  hostile  relations  with  them 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.  It  was  a  disclosure  of  this  kind,  in  the 
early  part  of  Louis  the  Eleventh's  reign,  to  which  many  of  the 
troubles  of  his  later  years  were  attributed.^  The  mask  once  torn 
away,  there  is  no  longer  occasion  to  consult  even  appearances. 
The  door  seems  to  be  closed  against  reform.  The  alienation, 
which  might  have  been  changed  by  circumstances,  or  conciliated 
by  kindness,  settles  into  a  deep  and  deadly  rancor.  And  Cortes 
would  have  been  surrounded  by  enemies  in  his  own  camp,  more 
implacable  than  those  i  i  the  camp  of  the  Aztecs. 

As  it  was,  the  guilty  soldiers  had  suffered  too  serious  appre- 
hensions to  place  their  lives  hastily  in  a  similar  jeopardy.  They 
strove,  on  the  contrary,  by  demonstrations  of  loyalty,  and  the 
assiduous  discharge  of  their  duties,  to  turn  away  suspicion  from 
themselves.  Cortes,  on  his  part,  was  careful  to  preserve  his 
natural  demeanor,  equally  removed  from  distrust,  and — what 
was  perhaps  more  difficult — that  studied  courtesy,  which  inti- 
mates, quite  as  plainly,  suspicion  of  the  party  who  is  the  object 
of  it.  To  do  this  required  no  little  address.  Yet  he  did  not  for- 
get the  past.  He  had,  it  is  true,  destroyed  the  scroll  containing 
the  list  of  the  conspirators.  But  the  man,  that  has  once  learned 
the  names  of  those  who  have  conspired  against  his  life,  has  no 
need  of  a  written  record  to  keep  them  fresh  in  his  memory. 
Cortes  kept  his  eye  on  all  their  movements,  and  took  care  to 
place  them  in  no  situation,  afterwards,  where  they  could  do  him 
injury.® 

This  attempt  on  the  life  of  their  commander  excited  a  strong 
sensation  in  the  army,  with  whom  his  many  dazzling  qualities 
and  brilliant  military  talents  had  made  him  a  general  favorite. 
They  were  anxious  to  testify  their  reprobation  of  so  foul  a  deed, 
coming  from  their  own  body,  and  they  felt  the  necessity  of  taking 
some  effectual  measures  for   watching  over   the  safety   of  one, 

^  So  says  M.  de  Barante  in  his  picturesque  rifacimento  of  the  ancient 
chronicles-  "  Les  proems  du  connetable  et  de  monsieur  de  Nemours,  bien 
d'autres  revelations,  avaient  fait  eclater  leur  mauvais  vouloir,  ou  du  moins 
leur  peu  de  fidelite  pour  le  roi;  ils  ne  pouvaient  done  douter  qu'il  desirat  ou 
complotat  leur  ruine."  Histoire  des  Dues  de  Bourgogne,  (Paris,  1838,)  torn. 
XI.  p.  169. 

^  '*  Y  desde  alii  adelante,  aunque  mostraua  gran  voluntad  a  las  personas 

3ue  eran  en  la  cojuracio,  siempre  se  rezelaua  dellos."    Bernal  Diaz,  Hist, 
e  la  Conquista,  cap.  146. 
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with  whom  their  own  destinies,  as  well  as  the  fate  of  the  enter- 
prise, were  so  intimately  connected.  It  was  arranged,  therefore, 
that  he  should  be  provided  with  a  guard  of  soldiers,  who  were 
placed  under  the  direction  of  a  trusty  cavalier  named  Antonio 
de  Quinones.  They  constituted  the  general's  body-guard,  during 
the  rest  of  the  compaign,  watching  over  him  day  and  night,  and 
protecting  him  from  domestic  treason,  no  less  than  from  the 
sword  of  the  enemy. 

As  was  stated  at  the  close  of  the  last  Chapter,  the  Spaniards, 
on  their  return  to  quarters,  found  the  construction  of  the  brigan- 
tines  completed,  and  that  they  were  fully  rigged,  equipped,  and 
ready  for  service.  The  canal,  also,  after  having  occupied  eight 
thousand  men  for  nearly  two  months,  was  finished. 

It  was  a  work  of  great  labor  ;  for  it  extended  half  a  league  in 
length,  was  twelve  feet  wide,  and  as  many  deep.  The  sides 
were  strengthened  by  palisades  of  wood  or  solid  masonry.  At 
intervals,  dams  and  locks  were  constructed,  and  part  of  the 
opening  was  through  the  hard  rock.  By  this  avenue  the  brig- 
antines  might  now  be  safely  introduced  on  the  lake.' 

Cortes  was  resolved  that  so  auspicious  an  event  should  be 
celebrated  with  due  solemnity.  On  the  28th  of  April,  the 
troops  were  drawn  up  under  arms,  and  the  whole  population  of 
Tezcuco  assembled  to  witness  the  ceremony.  Mass  was  per- 
formed, and  every  man  in  the  army,  together  with  the  general, 
confessed  and  received  the  sacrament.  Prayers  were  offered  up 
by  father  Olmedo,  and  a  benediction  invoked  on  the  little  navy, 
the  first — worthy  of  the  name — ever  launched  on  American 
waters.^  The  signal  was  given  by  the  firing  of  a  cannon,  when 
the  vessels,  dropi)ing  down  the  canal,  one  after  another,  reached 
the  lake  in  good  order  ;  and,  as  they  emerged  on  its  ample 
bosom,  with  music  sounding,  and  the  royai  ensign  of  Castile 
proudly  floating  from  their  masts,  a  shout  of  admiration  arose 
from  the  countless  multitudes  of  spectators,  which  mingled  with 
the  roar  of  artillery  and  musketry  from  the  vessels  and  the 
shore!"     It  was  a  novel  spectacle   to   the   simple   natives;  and 

"^  IxtlilxocliitI,  Vcnida  dc  los  Ksp.,  j>.  19. — Kcl.  Terc.  dc  Cortes,  ap. 
Lorcii/.ana,  [>.  2V^ 

*' Ohra  Kr.inmssima,'*  exclaims  the  ^on(|U«^»I^  "y  tnihho  para  vcr." — 
**  Fnc'ron  <n  gciarde  <le  cstos  bcrganiims,"  adds  C'amargo,  "  mas  de  die/ 
mil  h()n»l)rcs  (k  gucrra  con  los  macstros  dcllas,  hasta  i|uc  los  .irmirim  v 
echarr)n  en  el  agiia  y  laguna  dc  Mejico.  (|uc  fui*  obra  dc  mucho  ctccto  ]wra 
tomarsc  Mejico."     Hist,  dc  Tlascala,  MS. 

'  The  brigantines  were  still  to  be  seen,  preserved,  as  precious  memoriaU, 
long  after  the  Coiupicst,  in  the  dockyards  of  Mexico.  Toribio,  Mist,  de  lo5« 
Indios,  MS.,  P.jric  i,  cap.  i. 

*  '*  Dcda  la  scftal,  solto  la   Presa,  fu6ron  saliendo  los  Vergantines,   %\r\ 

Vol.  'I  Moxico  10 
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they  gazed  with  wonder  on  the  gallant  ships,  which,  fluttering 
like  sea-birds  on  their  snowy  pinions,  bounded  lightly  over  the 
waters,  as  if  rejoicing  in  their  element.  It  touched  the  stern 
hearts  of  the  Conquerors  with  a  glow  of  rapture,  and,  as  they 
felt  that  Heaven  had  blessed  their  undertaking,  they  broke 
forth,  by  general  accord,  into  the  noble  anthem  of  the  Te  Deum. 
But  there  was  no  one  of  that  vast  multitude  for  whom  the  sight 
had  deeper  interest  than  their  commander.  For  he  looked  on 
it  as  the  work,  in  a  manner,  of  his  own  hands ;  and  his  bosom 
swelled  with  exultation,  as  he  felt  he  was  now  possessed  of  a 
power  strong  enough  to  command  the  lake,  and  to  shake  the 
haughty  towers  of  Tenochtitlan.^*^ 

The  general's  next  step  was  to  muster  his  forces  in  the  great 
square  of  the  capital.  He  found  they  amounted  to  eighty-seven 
horse,  and  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  foot,  of  which  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  were  arquebusiers  and  crossbow-men.  He  had 
three  large  field-pieces  of  iron,  and  fifteen  lighter  guns  or  fal- 
conets of  brass.^^  The  heavier  cannon  had  been  transported 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  Tezcuco,  a  little  while  before,  by  the  faithful 
Tlascalans.  He  was  well  supplied  with  shot  and  balls,  with 
about  ten  hundred  weight  of  powder,  and  fifty  thousand  copper- 
headed  arrows,  made  after  a  pattern  furnished  by  him  to  the 
natives.^^  The  number  and  appointments  of  the  army  much  ex- 
ceeded what  they  had  been  at  any  time  since  the  flight  from 
Mexico,  and  showed  the  good  effects  of  the  late  arrivals  from 
the  Islands.  Indeed,  taking  the  fleet  into  the  account,  Cortes 
had  never  before  been  in  so  good  a  condition  for  carrying  on  his 
operations.  Three  hundred  of  the  men  were  sent  to  man  the 
vessels,  thirteen,  or  rather  twelve,  in  number,  one  of  the  small- 
est having  been  found,  on  trial,  too  dull  a  sailer  to  be  of  service. 
Half  of  the  crews  were  required  to  navigate  the  ships.     There 

tocar  vno  a  otro,  i  apartandose  por  la  Laguna,  desplegaron  las  Vanderas, 
toco  la  Miisica,  dispararon  su  Artilleria,  respondio  la  del  Exercito,  asi  de 
Castellanos,  como  de  Indios."     Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  i,  cap.  6. 

1*^  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  234. — IxtliU 
xochitl,  Venida  de  los  Esp.,  p.  19. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33, 
cap.  48. 

The  last-mentioned  chronicler  indulges  in  no  slight  swell  of  exultation  at 
this  achievement  of  his  hero,  which  in  his  opinion  throws  into  shade  the 
boasted  exploits  of  the  great  Sesostris.  "  Otras  muchase  e  notables  cosas, 
cuenta  este  actor  que  the  dicho  de  aquest  Rev  Sesori,  en  que  no  me  quiero 
detener,  ni  las  tengo  en  tanto  como  esta  tranchea,  6  canja  que  es  dicho,  y 
Jos  Vergantines  de  que  tratamos,  los  quales  dieron  ocasion  a  que  se  oviesen 
mayores  Thesoros  e  Provincias,  6  Reynos,  que  no  tuvo  Sesori,  para  la  corona 
Real  de  Castilla  por  la  industria  de  Hernando  Cortes."  Ibid.,  lib.  33, 
cap.  22. 

11  Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  234. 

M  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  147. 
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was  some  difficulty  in  finding  hands  for  this,  as  the  men  were 
averse  to  the  employment.  Cortds  selected  those  who  came 
from  Palos,  Moguer,  and  other  maritime  towns,  and,  notwith- 
standing their  frequent  claims  of  exemption,  as  hidalgos,  from 
this  menial  occupation,  he  pressed  them  into  the  service.^* 
Each  vessel  mounted  a  piece  of  heavy  ordnance,  and  was  placed 
under  an  officer  of  respectability,  to  whom  Cortes  gave  a  general 
code  of  instructions  for  the  government  of  the  little  navy,  of 
which  he  proposed  to  take  the  command  in  person. 

He  had  already  sent  to  his  Indian  confederates,  announcing 
his  purpose  of  immediately  laying  siege  to  Mexico,  and  called 
on  them  to  furnish  their  promised  levies,  within  the  space  of  ten 
days  at  furthest.  The  Tlascalans  he  ordered ^to  join  him  in 
Tezcuco ;  the  others  were  to  assemble  at  Chalco,  a  more  con- 
venient place  of  rendezvous  for  the  operations  in  the  southern 
quarter  of  the  Valley.  The  Tlascalans  arrived  within  the  time 
prescribed,  led  by  the  younger  Xicotencatl,  supported  by  Chiche- 
mecatl,  the  same  doughty  warrior  who  had  convoyed  the  brigan- 
tines  to  Tezcuco.  They  came  fifty  thousand  strong,  according 
to  Cortes,'*  making  a  brilliant  show  with  their  military  finery, 
and  marching  proudly  forward  under  the  great  national  banner, 
emblazoned  with  a  spread  eagle,  the  arms  of  the  republic.'^ 
With  as  bli'ihe  and  manly  a  step,  as  if  they  were  going  to  the 
battle-ground,  they  defiled  through  the  gates  of  the  capital, 
making  its  walls  ring  with  the  friendly  shouts  of  "  Castile  and 
'J'iascala." 

The  observations,  which  Cortds  had  made  in  his  late  tour  of 
reconnaissance,  had  determined    him  to   begin   the   siege  by  dis- 

^  Ibid.,  uhi  supra. 

IJtdal^uia,  besides  its  legal  privileges,  brought  with  it  some  fanciful  ones 
to  its  possessor  ;  if,  indeed,  it  be  considered  a  privilege  to  have  excluded 
him  from  many  a  humble,  but  honest,  calling,  by  which  the  poor  man  might 
have  gained  his  bread.  (For  an  amusing  account  of  these,  see  Doblado's 
Letters  from  Spain,  let.  2.)  In  no  country  has  the  poor  f^nitUman  afforded 
so  rich  a  theme  for  the  satirist,  as  the  writings  of  Lc  Sage,  Cervantes,  and 
lx>pc  de  Vega  abundantly  show. 

'*  "  Y  los  Capitanes  (fr  Tascaltecal  con  toda  su  gente,  muv  liicida,  v  bien 

armada, v  scgun  la  cuenta,  rpje  los  Capitanes  nos  dicron,  pasaban 

dc  cin(jucnta  mil  Houibres  de  (;uerra."  (Kcl.  Terc.  de  Cort6s,  ap  l.oren- 
zana,  p.  236.)  "  I  toda  la  Cente,"  adds  TIerrera,  **  tardfS  trcs  Pias  en  rntrar, 
scgim  en  sus  Mcmorialcs  dice  Alonsf)  dc  Ojeda,  ni  con  scr  Tezcuco  tan  gran 
Ciudad,  cabian  en  clla.**     Hist.  C;enera1,  dec.  3,  Mb.  i,  cap.  13. 

**  **  Y  stis  vader.xs  tPdidas,  y  el  aue  i)lara  (j  tienen  por  armas,  q  parecc 
Aguila,  con  sus  alas  tendidas  "  (Hrrnal  Diaz,  Hist,  dc  la  Con(Hiisla,  cap. 
149")  A  sprrad  raglc  of  gold,  Claviecro  consiilcrs  as  the  arms  of  the  republic. 
(Clavlgero,  Stor,  del  Mcssico,  tom  II.  p.  145.)  lUit,  .is  Bcrnal  Diaz  speaks 
of  it  as  '•  while."  it  may  have  been  the  while  heron,  which  belonged  to  the 
house  of  Xl( ofctx  .»fl. 
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tributing  his  forces  into  three  separate  camps,  which  he  pro 
posed  to  establish  at  the  extremities  of  the  principal  causeways. 
By  this  arrangement  the  troops  would  be  enabled  to  move  in 
concert  on  the  capital,  and  be  in  the  best  position  to  intercept 
its  supplies  from  the  surrounding  country.  The  first  of  these 
points  was  Tacuba,  commanding  the  fatal  causeway  of  thr  nocht 
triste.  This  was  assigned  to  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  with  a  force 
consisting,  according  to  Cortes'  own  statement,  of  thirty  horse, 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  Spanish  infantry,  and  five  and 
twenty  thousand  Tlascalans.  Christoval  de  Olid  had  command 
of  the  second  army,  of  much  the  same  magnitude,  which  was  to 
take  up  its  position  at  Cojohuacan,  the  city,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, overlooking  the  short  causeway  connected  with  that  of 
Iztapalapan.  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  had  charge  of  the  third 
division,  of  equal  strength  with  each  of  the  two  preceding,  but 
which  was  to  draw  its  Indian  levies  from  the  forces  assembled 
at  Chalco.  This  officer  was  to  march  on  Iztapalapan,  and,  com- 
plete the  destruction  of  that  city,  begun  by  Cortes  soon  after 
his  entrance  into  the  Valley.  It  was  too  formidable  a  post  to 
remain  in  the  rear  of  the  army.  The  general  intended  to  sup- 
port the  attack  with  his  brigantines,  after  which  the  subsequent 
movements  of  Sandoval  would  be  determined  by  circum- 
stances.-^® 

Having  announced  his  intended  dispositions  to  his  officers, 
the  Spanish  commander  called  his  troops  together,  and  made 
one  of  those  brief  and  stirring  harangues,  with  which  he  was 
wont  on  great  occasions  to  kindle  the  hearts  of  his  soldiery.  "  I 
have  taken  the  last  step,"  he  said  ;  "  I  have  brought  you  to  the 
goal  for  which  you  have  so  long  panted.  A  few  days  will  place 
you  before  the  gates  of  Mexico, — the  capital  from  which  you 
were  driven  with  so  much  ignominy.  But  we  now  go  forward 
under  the  smiles  of  Providence.  Does  any  one  doubt  it  ?  Let 
him  but  compare  our  present  condition  with  that  in  which  we 
found  ourselves  not  twelve  months  since,  when,  broken  and  dis- 
pirited, we  sought  shelter  within  the  walls  of  Tlascala ;  nay, 
with  that  in  which  we  were  but  a  few  months  since,  when  we 
took  up  our  quarters  in  Tezcuco.*^     Since  that  time  our  strength 

^^  The  precise  amount  of  each  division,  as  given  by  Cortes,  was, — in  that 
of  Alvarado,  30  horse,  168  Castilian  infantry,  and  25,000  Tlascalan;  in  that- 
of  Olid,  33  horse,  178  infantry,  20,000  Tlascalans ;  and  in  Sandoval's,  24 
horse,  167  infantry,  30,000  Indians. — (Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  236.) 
Diaz  reduces  the  number  of  native  troops  to  one  third.  Hist,  de  la  Con- 
quista,  cap.  150. 

^'  "  Que  se  alegrassen,  y  esforzassen  mucho,  pues  que  veian,  que  nuestro 
Senor  nos  encaminaba  para  haber  victoria  de  nuestros  Enemigos  :  porque 
bien  sabian,  que  quando  habiamos  entrado  en  Tesaico,  no  habiamos  trahido 
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has  been  nearly  doubled.  We  are  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
Faith,  fighting  for  our  honor,  for  riches,  for  revenge.  I  have 
brought  vou  face  to  face  with  your  foe.  It  is  for  you  to  do  the 
rest."  ^  ' 

The  address  of  the  bold  chief  was  answered  by  the  thundering 
acclamations  of  his  followers,  who  declared  that  every  man 
would  do  his  duty  under  such  a  leader  ;  and  they  only  asked  to 
be  led  against  the  enemy.^^  Cortes  then  caused  the  regulations 
for  the  army,  published  at  Tlascala,  to  be  read  again  to  the 
troops,  with  the  assurance  that  they  should  be  enforced  to  the 
letter. 

It  was  arranged,  that  the  Indian  forces  should  precede  the 
Spanish  by  a  day*s  march,  and  should  halt  for  their  confederates 
on  the  borders  of  the  Tezcucan  territory.  A  circumstance  oc- 
curred soon  after  their  departure,  which  gave  bad  augury  for  the 
future.  A  quarrel  had  risen  in  the  camp  at  Tezcuco,  between  a 
Spanish  soldier  and  a  Tlascalan  chief,  in  which  the  latter  was 
badlv  hurt,  He  was  sent  back  to  Tlascala,  and  the  matter  was 
hushed  up,  that  it  might  not  reach  the  ears  of  the  general,  who, 
it  was  known,  would  not  pass  it  over  lightly.  Xicotencatl  was  a 
near  relative  of  the  injured  party,  and,  on  the  first  day's  halt, 
he  took  the  opportunity  to  leave  the  army,  with  a  number  of  his 
followers,  and  set  off  for  Tlascala.  Other  causes  are  assigned 
for  his  desertion.'*'  It  is  certain,  that,  from  the  first,  he  had 
lo(jked  on  the  expedition  with  an  evil  eye,  and  had  predicted 
that  no  good  would  come  of  it.  He  came  into  it  with  reluctance, 
as,  indeed,  he  detested  the  Spaniards  in  his  heart. 

His  partner  in  the  command  instantly  sent  information  of  the 
aftair  to  tlu;  Spanish  general,  still  encamped  at  Tezcuco.  C(irt^s, 
who  saw  at  once  the  mischievous  consequences  of  this  defection 

mas  (le  quarenta  de  Caballo,  y  que  Dins  nos  habia  socorrido,  mejor,  que  lo 
habiamos  pensado. "     Rel.  Terc.  do  COrtes,  ap.  Lorcnzana,  j).  235. 

"*  Ovicdo  expands,  what  lie  nevertheless,  calls  the  "  brebe  e  substancia!  ora- 
cion**  of  Cortes,  into  treble  the  length  of  it,  as  found  in   the  general's  own 

fages;  in  which  he  is  imitated  by  most  of  the  other  chroniclers.  Hist,  dc  las 
nd.,  MS.,  lib.  -t^t^^  cap.  22. 

v»  •»  Y  ron  estas  ultimas  jialabras  cesft;  y  todas  rcspondieron  sin  discrcjun- 
da,  k  A  una  voce  diccntes  :  Sirvanse  Dios  y  cl  ICmj)erador  nuestro  Seizor  de 
tan  l)uen  capitan,  v  de  nostros,  <|uc  asf  lo  har<fmos  todos  como  quicn  so- 
mfw,  y  como  sc  dene  csperar  dc  biienos  Ksjianolcs,  y  con  tanta  vfiluntad.  y 
desco;  dii  ho  (pie  parccia  citic  cada  bora  Ics  era  pcrdcr  vn  afio  de  tiempo  por 
estar  ya  d  las  manos  con  los  Enemigos."  Ovicdo  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS., 
ubi  suj)ra. 

'"  According  to  T")ia7.,  the  desire  to  possess  liinisclf  of  the  lands  of  his  com- 
rade Chichcmecatl,  who  rrtn.iined  with  the  army  ;  (lli^t.  de  la  Contniisla, 
can.  150  ;)  according  to  Herrcra,  It  was  an  amour  that  carried  him  Lome. 
(Hist,  (leneral.  dee.  3,  lib.  i,  cap.  17.)  Hoth  and  all  agree  on  the  cinefl 
•version  to  the  Spaniards,  and  to  the  war. 
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at  such  a  time,  detached  a  party  of  Tlascalan  and  Tezcucan 
Indians  after  the  fugitive,  with  instructions  to  prevail  on  him,  if 
possible,  to  return  to  his  duty.  They  overtook  him  on  the  road, 
and  remonstrated  with  him  on  his  conduct,  contrasting  it  with 
that  of  his  countrymen  generally,  and  of  his  own  father  in  par- 
ticular, the  steady  friend  of  the  white  men.  "  So  much  the 
worse,"  replied  the  chieftain ;  "  if  they  had  taken  my  counsel, 
they  would  never  have  become  the  dupes  of  the  perfidious 
strangers."  ^^  Finding  their  remonstrances  received  only  with 
anger  or  contemptuous  taunts,  the  emissaries  returned  without 
accomplishing  their  object. 

Cortes  did  not  hesitate  on  the  course  he  was  to  pursue. 
"Xicotencatl,"  he  said,  "  had  always  been  the  enemy  of  the 
Spaniards,  first  in  the  field,  and  since  in  the  council-chamber  ; 
openly,  or  in  secret,  still  the  same, — their  implacable  enemy. 
There  was  no  use  in  parleying  with  the  false-hearted  Indian.'* 
He  instantly  despatched  a  small  body  of  horse  with  an  alguacil 
to  arrest  the  chief,  wherever  he  might  be  found,  even  though  it 
were  in  the  streets  of  Tlascala,  and  to  bring  him  back  to  Tezcu- 
co.  At  the  same  time,  he  sent  information  of  Xicotencatl's  pro- 
ceedings to  the  Tlascalan  senate,  adding,  that  desertion  among 
the  Spaniards  was  punished  with  death. 

The  emissaries  of  Cortes  punctually  fulfilled  his  orders.  They 
arrested  the  fugitive  chief, — whether  in  Tlascala  or  in  its  neigh- 
borhood is  uncertain, — and  brought  him  a  prisoner  to  Tezcuco, 
where  a  high  gallows,  erected  in  the  great  square,  was  pre- 
pared for  his  reception.  He  was  instantly  led  to  the  place  of 
execution ;  his  sentence  and  the  cause  for  which  he  suffered 
were  publicly  proclaimed,  and  the  unfortunate  cacique  expiated 
his  offence  by  the  vile  death  of  a  malefactor  His  ample  property, 
consisting  of  lands,  slaves,  and  some  gold,  was  all  confiscated  to 
the  Castilian  crown.'^^ 

21  "  Y  la  respuesta  que  le  embio  a  dezir  fue,  que  si  el  viejo  de  su  padre,  y 
Masse  Escaci  le  huvieran  creido,  que  no  se  huvieran  senoreado  tanto  del- 
los,  que  les  haze  hazer  todo  lo  que  quiere  :  y  por  no  ga star  mas  palabras,  dixo, 
que  710  queria  veniry     Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  150. 

-^  So  says  Herrera,  who  had  the  Memorial  of  Ojeda  in  his  possession,  one 
of  the  Spaniards  employed  to  apprehend  the  chieftain.  (  Hist.  General, 
dec.  3.  lib.  I,  cap.  17,  and  Torquemada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  90) 
Bernal  Diaz,  on  the  other  hand,  says  that  the  Tlascalan  chief  was  taken  and 
executed  on  the  road.  (Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  150.)  But  the  latter 
chronicler  was  probably  absent  at  the  time  with  Alvarado's  division,  in 
which  he  served. — Soli's,  however,  prefers  his  testimony,  on  the  ground,  that 
Cortes  would  not  have  hazarded  the  execution  of  Xicotencatl  before  the  eyes 
of  his  own  troops.  {Conquista,  lib.  5,  cap.  19.)  But  the  Tlascalans  were 
already  well  on  their  way  towards  Tacuba.  A  very  few  only  could  have 
remained  in  Tezcuco,  which  was   occupied  by  the  citizens  and  the  Castilian 
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Thus  perished  Xicotencatl,  in  the  flower  of  his  age, — as  daunt- 
less a  warrior  as  ever  led  an  Indian  army  to  battle.  He  was  the 
first  chief  who  successfully  resisted  the  arms  of  the  invaders; 
and,  had  the  natives  of  Anahuac,  generally,  been  animated  with 
a  spirit  like  his,  Cortds  would  probably  never  have  set  foot  in 
the  capital  of  Montezuma.  He  was  gifted  with  a  clearer  insight 
into  the  future  than  his  countrymen  ;  for  he  saw  that  the  Euro- 
pean was  an  enemy  far  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  W^ztec. 
Yet,  when  he  consented  to  fight  under  the  banner  of  the  white 
men,  he  had  no  right  to  desert  it,  and  he  incurred  the  penalty 
prescribed  by  the  code  of  savage  as  well  as  of  civilized  nations. 
It  is  said,  indeed,  that  the  Tlascalan  senate  aided  in  apprehend- 
ing him,  having  previously  answered  Cortes,  that  his  crime  was 
punishable  with  death  by  their  own  laws.'^^  It  was  a  bold  act, 
however,  thus  to  execute  him  in  the  midst  of  his  people.  For 
he  was  a  powerful  chief,  heir  to  one  of  the  four  seigniories  of  the 
republic.  His  chivalrous  qualities  made  him  popular,  especially 
with  the  younger  part  of  his  countrymen  ;  and  his  garments  were 
torn  into  shreds  at  his  death,  and  distributed  as  sacred  relics 
among  them.  Still,  no  resistance  was  ofTered  to  the  execution 
of  the  sentence,  and  no  commotion  followed  it.  He  was  the 
only  Tlascalan  who  ever  swerved  from  his  loyalty  to  the 
Spaniards. 

According  to  the  plan  of  operations  settled  by  Cortes,  Sando- 
val, with  his  division,  was  to  take  a  southern  direction,  while 
Alvarado  and  Olid  would  make  the  northern  circuit  of  the  lakes. 
These  two  cavaliers,  after  getting  possession  of  Tacuba,  were  to 
advance  to  Chapoltepec,  and  demolish  the  great  aqueduct  there, 
which  sujiplied  Mexico  with  water.  On  the  loth  of  May,  they 
commenced  their  march  ;  but  at  Acolman,  where  they  halted  for 
the  night,  a  dispute  arose  between  the  soldiers  of  the  two  divis- 
ions, respecting  their  quarters.  From  words  they  came  to  blows, 
and  a  defiance  was  even  exchanged  between  the  leaders,  who 
entered  into  the  angry  feelings  of  their  followers.'"  Intelligence 
of  this  was  soon  communicated  to  Cortds,  who  sent  at  once  to 
the  fiery  chiefs,  imploring  them,  by  their  regard  for  him  and  the 
common  cause,  to  lay  aside*  their  dilTerenccs,  which  must  end  in 
their  own  ruin,  and  that  of  the  expedition.     His  remonstrance 

army, — neither  of  them  very  likely  to  interfere  in  the  prisoner's  behalf.  His 
execution  there  would  be  an  easier  matter  than  in  tlic  territory  of  Tlascala 
which  he  had  probably  reached  l>cfore  his  apprehension. 

'-"  Herrcra,  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  hb.  i,cap.  17. — Torquemada,  Monarch. 
Ind.,  bb.  4,  cap.  90. 

*♦  *'  Y  sobre  ello  ya  auiamos  echado  mano  4  lait  armas  los  de  nuestra  Cap* 
itanfa  contra  his  de  ('hristonal  de  nii.  y  aun  los  Capitanes  dsttdfiados.' 
Ikrnai  Dia/,  Hist,  dc  la  Cunquista,  cap.  150. 
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prevailed,  at  least,  so  far  as  to  establish  a  show  of  reconciliation 
between  the  parties.  But  Olid  was  not  a  man  to  forget,  or  easily 
to  forgive  ;  and  Alvarado,  though  frank  and  liberal,  had  an  impa- 
tient temper  much  more  easily  excited  than  appeased.  They 
were  never  afterwards  friends.'"^ 

The  Spaniards  met  with  no  opposition  on  their  march.  The 
principal  towns  were  all  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  who  had 
gone  tf)  strengthen  the  garrison  of  Mexico,  or  taken  refuge  with 
their  families  among  the  mountains.  Tacuba  was  in  like  man- 
ner deserted,  and  the  troops  once  more  established  themselves 
in  their  old  quarters  in  the  lordly  city  of  the  Tepanecs.^ 

Their  first  undertaking  was,  to  cut  off  the  pipes  that  conducted 
the  water  from  the  royal  streams  of  Chapoltepec  to  feed  the  nu- 
merous tanks  and  fountains  which  sparkled  in  the  courtyards  of 
the  capital.  The  aqueduct,  partly  constructed  of  brick-work, 
and  partly  of  stone  and  mortar,  was  raised  on  a  strong,  though 
narrow,  dike,  which  transported  it  across  an  arm  of  the  lake  ; 
and  the  whole  work  was  one  of  the  most  pleasing  monuments  of 
Mexican  civilization.  The  Indians,  well  aware  of  its  impor- 
tance, had  stationed  a  large  body  of  troops  for  its  protection. 
A  battle  followed,  in  which  both  sides  suffered  considerably,  but 
the  Spaniards  were  victorious.  A  part  of  the  aqueduct  was  de- 
molished, and  during  the  siege  no  water  found  its  way  again  to 
the  capital  through  this  channel. 

On  the  following  day,  the  combined  forces  descended  on  the 
fatal  causeway,  to  make  themselves  masters,  if  possible,  of  the 
nearest  bridge.  They  found  the  dike  covered  with  a  swarm  of 
warriors,  as  numerous  as  on  the  night  of  their  disaster,  while 
the  surface  of  the  lake  was  dark  with  the  multitude  of  canoes. 
The  intrepid  Christians  strove  to  advance  under  a  perfect  hurri- 
cane of  missiles  from  the  water  and  the  land,  but  they  made  slow 
progress.  Barricades  thrown  across  the  causeway  embarrassed 
the  cavalry,  and  rendered  it  nearly  useless.  The  sides  of  the 
Indian  boats  were  fortified  with  bulwarks,  which  shielded  the 
crews  from  the  arquebuses  and  crossbows ;  and,  when  the  war- 

^  Ibid.,  loc.  cit. — Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  237. — Gomara, 
Cronica,  cap.  130. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  22. 

^  The  Tepanec  capital,  shorn  of  its  ancient  splendors,  is  now  only  inter- 
esting from  its  historic  associations.  "These  plains  of  Tacuba,"  says  the 
spirited  author  of  "  Life  in  Mexico,"  "  once  the  theatre  of  fierce  and  tloody 
conflicts,  and  where,  during  the  siege  of  Mexico,  Alvarado  '*of  the  leap" 
fixed  his  camp,  now  present  a  very  tranquil  scene.  Tacuba  itself  is  now  a 
small  village  of  mud  huts,  with  some  fine  old  trees,  a  few  very  old  ruined 

houses,  a  ruined  church,  and  some  traces  of  a  building,  which assured 

us  had  been  the  palace  of  their  last  monarch  ;  whilst  others  declare  it  to  have 
been  the  site  of  the  Spanish  encampment."     Vol.  I.  let.  13. 
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riors  on  the  dike  were  hard  pushed  by  the  pike-men  they  threw 
themselves  fearlessly  into  the  water,  as  if  it  were  their  native 
element,  and,  reappearing  along  the  sides  of  the  dike,  shot  off 
their  arrows  and  javelins  with  fatal  execution.  After  a  long 
and  obstinate  struggle,  the  Christians  were  compelled  to  fall 
back  on  their  own  quarters  with  disgrace,  and — including  the 
allies — with  nearly  as  much  damage  as  they  had  inflicted  on  the 
enemy.  Olid,  disgusted  with  the  result  of  the  engagement,  in- 
veighed against  his  companion,  as  having  in\olved  ihem  in  it  by 
his  wanton  temerity,  and  drew  off  his  forces  the  next  morning 
to  his  own  station  at  Cojohuacan. 

The  camps,  separated  by  only  two  leagues,  maintained  an  easy 
communication  with  each  other.  They  found  abundant  employ- 
ment in  foraging  the  neighboring  country  for  provisions,  and  in 
repelling  the  active  sallies  of  the  enemy  ;  on  whom  they  took 
their  revenge  bycutting  ofT  his  supplies.  But  their  own  position 
was  precarious,  and  they  looked  with  impatience  for  the  arrival 
of  the  brigantines  under  Corte's.  It  was  in  the  latter  part  of 
May,  that  Olid  took  up  his  quarters  at  Cojohuacan  ;  and  from 
that  time  mav  be  dated  the  commencement  of  the  siejre  of 
Mexico.^ 

2^  Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  pp.  237-279. — Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist. 
Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  94. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  ^3^  cap.  22. — 
Bcrnal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  50 — Gomara,  Cronica,  cap,  130. 

Clavigery  settles  this  date  at  the  day  of  Corpus  Christi,    Mav  30th.  (Clavi- 

Scr  ,  Stor.  del  Mcssico,  torn.  HI.  p.  196.)  liut  the  Spaniartls  left  '!"e/.cuco, 
k  .^  lOth,  according  to  (Jortes  ;  and  three  weeks  could  not  have  intervened 
between  chei  departure,  and  their  occupation  of  Cojohuacan.  Clavigero 
disposes  c.  this  difficulty,  it  is  true,  by  dating  the  beginning  of  their  march 
on  the  20th,  instead  o.  the  loth  of  May  ;  following  the  chrotK)logy  of  Her- 
rcra,  instead  of  that  of  Cortes.  Surely,  the  general  is  the  better  authority 
ot  the  two. 
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No  sooner  had  Cortes  received  intelligence  that  his  two  officers 
had  established  themselves  in  their  respective  posts,  than  he 
ordered  Sandoval  to  march  on  Iztapalapan.  The  cavalier's 
route  led  him  through  a  country  for  the  most  part  friendly ;  and 
at  Chalco  his  little  body  of  Spaniards  was  swelled  by  the  for- 
midable muster  of  Indian  levies  who  awaited  there  his  approach. 
After  this  junction,  he  continued  his  march  without  opposition 
till  he  arrived  before  the  hostile  city,  under  whose  walls  he 
found  a  large  force  drawn  up  to  receive  him.  A  battle  followed, 
and  the  natives,  after  maintaining  their  ground  sturdily  for  some 
time,  were  compelled  to  give  way,  and  to  seek  refuge  either  on 
the  water,  or  in  that  part  of  the  town  which  hung  over  it.  The 
remainder  was  speedily  occupied  by  the  Spaniards. 

Meanwhile  Cortes  had  set  sail  with  his  flotilla,  intending  to 
support  his  lieutenant's  attack  by  water.  On  drawing  near  the 
southern  shore  of  the  lake,  he  passed  under  the  shadow  of  an 
insulated  peak,  since  named  from  him  the  "  Rock  of  the  Mar- 
quess." It  was  held  by  a  body  of  Indians,  who  saluted  the  fleet, 
as  it  passed,  with  showers  of  stones  and  arrows.  Cortes,  resolv- 
ing to  punish  their  audacity,  and  to  clear  the  lake  of  his  trouble- 
some enemy,  instantly  landed  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  his 
followers.  He  placed  himself  at  their  head,  scaled  the  steep 
ascent,  in  the  face  of  a  driving  storm  of  missiles,  and,  reaching 
the  summit,  put  the  garrison  to  the  sword.  There  was  a  number 
of  women  and  children,  also,  gathered  in  the  place,  whom  he 
spared.i 

1  •' It  was  a  beautiful  victory,"  exclaims  the  Conqueror.  "  E  entramoslos 
de  tal  manera,  que  ninguno  de  ellos  se  escapo,  excepto  las  Mugeres,  y 
Nifios  ;  y  en  este  combate  me  hirieron  veinte  y  cinco  Espanoles,  pero  fue 
BDuy  hermosa  Victoria."    Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  241 
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On  the  top  of  the  eminence  was  a  blazing  beacon,  serving  to 
notify  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital  when  the  Spanish  fleet 
weighed  anchor.  Before  Cortes  had  regained  his  brigantine,  the 
canoes  2iV\d  piraguas  of  the  enemy  had  left  the  harbors  of  Mexi- 
co, and  were  seen  darkening  the  lake  for  many  a  rood.  There 
were  several  hundred  of  them,  all  crowded  with  warriors,  and 
advancing  rapidly  by  means  of  their  oars  over  the  calm  bosom 
of  the  waters,^ 

Cortds,  who  regarded  his  fleet,  to  use  his  own  language,  as 
"  the  key  of  the  war,"  felt  the  importance  of  striking  a  decisive 
blow  in  the  first  encounter  with  the  enemy.^  It  was  with  chagrin, 
therefore,  that  he  found  his  sails  rendered  useless  by  the  want 
of  wind.  He  calmly  waited  the  approach  of  the  Indian  squad- 
ron, which,  however,  lay  on  their  oars  at  something  more  than 
musket-shot  distance,  as  if  hesitating  to  encounter  these  levi- 
athans  of  their  waters.  At  this  moment,  a  light  air  from  land 
rippled  the  surface  of  the  lake  ;  it  gradually  freshened  into  a 
breeze,  and  Con^s  taking  advantage  of  the  friendly  succor, 
which  he  may  be  excused,  under  all  the  circumstances,  for  re- 
garding as  especially  sent  him  by  Heaven,  extended  his  line  of 
battle,  and  bore  down,  under  full  press  of  canvas  on  the  enemy.* 

The  latter  no  sooner  encountered  the  bows  of  their  formid" 
able  opponents,  than  they  were  overturned  and  sent  to  the  bot- 
tom by  tiie  shock,  or  so  much  damaged  that  they  speedily  filled 
and  sank.  The  water  was  covered  with  the  wreck  of  broken 
canoes,  and  with  the  bodies  of  men  struggling  for  life  in  the 
waves,  and  vainly  imploring  their  companions  to  take  them  on 
board  their  over-crowded  vessels.  The  Spanish  fleet,  as  it 
dashed  through  the  mob  of  boats,  sent  ofT  its  volleys  to  the  right 
and  left  with  a  terrible  effect,  completing  the  discomfiture  of  the 
Aztecs.  'I'he  latter  made  no  attempt  at  resistance,  scarcely  ven- 
turing a  single  flight  of  arrows,  but  strove  with  all  their  strength 
to  regain  the  port  from  which  they  had  so  lately  issued.  They 
were  no  match  in  the  chase,  any  more  than  in  the  fight,  for  their 
terrible  antagonist,  who,  borne  on  the  wings  of  the  wind, 
careered  to  and  fro  at  his  pleasure,  dealing  death  widely  around 

*  About  five  hundred  boats,  according  to  the  general's  own  estimate  j 
(Ibid.,  loc.  cil.  ;)  but  more  than  four  thousand,  according  to  Ik-rnal  Diax  ; 
(Mist,  dc  laConquista,  cap.  150  ;)  who,  however,  was  not  present. 

'^  "  Y  cotno  yo  dcseaba  nuicho,  (juc  cl  primer  rtcucuenti<i,  (jiic  con  cIlo* 
obicsscmos,  fucssc  <lc  mucha  victoria  ;  y  se  hicicsse  de  maner.i,  (luc  cllos  co- 
brassen  nm<  ho  temor  dc  los  l>crgaiitines,  por(|uc  la  Have  de  toaa  la  (iucira 
estaba  en  cllos."     kel.  Tcrc,  ap.  I.t>renzai) a.  f»p.  241,  242. 

<  **  Plugo  a  nucstro  Scftor,  (juc  cRtandouos  mirando  los  unos  ^  ios  otros, 
vino  un  vicuto  dc  la  Ticrra  luuy  kivorlble  para  «int>estir  con  cllos."  Ibid^ 
P*  342. 
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him,  and  making  the  shores  ring  with  the  thunders  Of  his  ord. 
nance.  A  few  only  of  the  Indian  flotilla  succeeded  in  recover- 
ing the  port,  and,  gliding  up  the  canals,  found  a  shelter  in  the 
bosom  of  the  city,  where  the  heavier  burden  of  the  brigantines 
made  it  impossible  for  them  to  follow.  This  victory,  more  com- 
plete than  even  the  sanguine  temper  of  Cortes  had  prognosticat- 
ed, proved  the  superiority  of  the  Spaniards,  and  left  them, 
henceforth,  undisputed  masters  of  the  Aztec  sea.^ 

It  was  nearly  dusk,  when  the  squadron,  coasting  along  the 
great  southern  causeway,  anchored  off  the  point  of  junction, 
called  Xoloc,  where  the  branch  from  Cojohuacan  meets  the 
principal  dike.  The  avenue  widened  at  this  point,  so  as  to 
afford  room  for  two  towers,  or  turreted  temples,  built  of  stone, 
and  surrounded  by  walls  of  the  same  material,  which  presented 
altogether  a  position  of  some  strength,  and,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, w^as  garrisoned  by  a  body  of  Aztecs.  They  were  not  nu- 
merous, and  Cortes,  landing  with  his  soldiers,  succeeded  without 
much  difficulty  in  dislodging  the  enemy,  and  in  getting  posses- 
sion of  the  works. 

It  seems  to  have  been  originally  the  general's  design,  to  take 
up  his  own  quarters  with  Olid  at  Cojohuacan.  But,  if  so,  he 
now  changed  his  purpose,  and  wisely  fixed  on  this  spot,  as  the 
best  position  for  his  encampment.  It  was  but  half  a  league  dis- 
tant from  the  capital ;  and,  while  it  commanded  its  great  south- 
ern avenue,  had  a  direct  communication  with  the  garrison  at 
Cojohuacan,  through  which  he  might  receive  supplies  from  the 
surrounding  country.  Here,  then,  he  determined  to  establish 
his  headquarters.  He  at  once  caused  his  heavy  iron  cannon  to 
be  transferred  from  the  brigantines  to  the  causeway,  and  sent 
orders  to  Olid  to  join  him  with  half  his  force,  while  Sandoval 
was  instructed  to  abandon  his  present  quarters,  and  advance  to 
Cojohuacan,  whence  he  was  to  detach  fifty  picked  men  of  his 
infantry  to  the  camp  of  Cortes.     Having  made   these  arran^^e- 

s  Ibid.,  loc.  cit. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  48.^Saha- 
gun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Espaiia,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  32. 

I  may   be   excused   for  again  quoting  a  few  verses  from  a   beautiful  de 
•cription  in  "Madoc,"  and  one  as  pertinent  as  it  is  beautiful. 

"  Their  thousand  boats,  and  the  ten  thousand  oars 
From  whose  broad  bowls  the  waters  fall  and  flash, 
And  twice  ten  thousand  feathered  helms,  and  shields, 
Glittering  with  gold  and  scarlet  plumery. 
Onward  they  come  with  song  and  swelling  horn  ; 

On  the  other  side 

Advance  the  British  barks  ;  the  freshening  breeze 
Fills  the  broad  sail  ;  around  the  rushing  keel 
The  w.iters  sing,  while  proudly  they  sail  on. 
Lords  of  the  water." 

Madoc,  Part  2,  canto  2$. 


OCCUPATION  OF  THE  CAUSEWAYS. 


225 


ments,  the  general  busily  occupied  himself  with  strengthening 
the  works  at  Xoloc,  and  putting  them  in  the  best  posture  of  de- 
fence. 

During  the  first  five  or  six  days  after  their  encampment,  the 
Spaniards  experienced  much  annoyance  from  the  enemy,  who 
too  late  endeavored  to  prevent  their  taking  up  a  position  so  near 
the  capital,  and  which,  had  they  known  much  of  the  science  of 
war,  they  would  have  taken  better  care  themselves  to  secure. 
Contrary  to  their  usual  practice,  the  Indians  made  their  attacks 
by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  The  water  swarmed  with  canoes, 
which  hovered  at  a  distance,  in  terror  of  the  brigantines,  but 
still  approached  near  enough,  especially  under  cover  of  the 
darkness,  to  send  showers  of  arrows  into  the  Christian  camp, 
that  fell  so  thick  as  to  hide  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  im- 
pede the  movements  of  the  soldiers.  Others  ran  along  the 
western  side  of  the  causeway,  unprotected,  as  it  was,  by  the 
Spanish  fleet,  and  plied  their  archery  with  such  galling  effect, 
that  the  Spaniards  were  forced  to  make  a  temporary  breach  in 
the  dike,  wide  enough  to  admit  two  of  their  own  smaller  vessels, 
which,  passing  through,  soon  obtained  as  entire  command  of  the 
interior  basin,  as  they  before  had  of  the  outer.  Still,  the  bold 
barbarians,  advancing  along  the  causeway,  marched  up  within 
bow-shot  of  the  Christian  ramparts,  sending  forth  such  yells  and 
discordant  battle-cries,  that  it  seemed,  in  the  words  of  Cortes, 
"as  if  heaven  and  earth  were  coming  together."  But  they  were 
severely  punished  for  their  temeritv,  as  the  batteries,  which 
commanded  the  api)roaches  to  the  camp,  opened  a  desolating 
fire,  that  scattered  tlie  assailants,  and  drove  them  back  in  con- 
fusion to  their  own  quarters.* 

The  two  principal  avenues  to  Mexico,  those  on  the  south  and 
the  west,  were  now  occupied  by  the  Christians.  There  still  re- 
mained a  third,  the  great  dike  of  Tepejacac,  on  the  north,  which, 
indeed,  taking  up  the  principal  street,  that  passed  in  a  direct 
line  through  the  heart  of  the  city,  might  be  regarded  as  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  dike  of  Iztapalapan.  By  this  northern  route  a 
means  of  escape  was  still  left  open  to  the  besieged,  and  they 
availed  themselves  of  it,  at  present,  to  maintain  their  communi- 
cations with  the  country,  and  to  supj)ly  themselves  with  provi- 
•iions.  Alvarado,  who  observed  this  from  his  station  at  Tacuba, 
advised  his  commander  of  it,  and  the  latter  instructed  Sandova' 

'**  Y  era  tanta  la  multitud,"  savs  Cortif;*,  "cjucpor  el  Agua,  y  por  la 
Tierra  no  viamos  sino  (icnte,  y  dauan  tantas  gritas,  v  alaridos,  one  paiccia 
cjuc  sc  hundii  el  Mutulo."  Ilnd.,  p.  24s. — Ovicdo,  llisl.  de  las  Intl.,  MS., 
lib.  ^3,  cap.  23.  —  ixtlilxofhitl,  liist.  Chich.,  MS,,  cap.  95. — Sahagun,  lliit, 
deNucva  l'N|..irj.i,  MS.,  1:1).  ij,  c.ip.  jj. 
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to  take  up  his  position  on  the  causeway.  That  officer,  though 
suffering,  at  the  time,  from  a  severe  wound,  received  from  a  lance 
in  one  of  the  late  skirmishes,  hastened  to  obey ;  and  thus,  by 
shutting  up  its  only  communication  with  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, completed  the  blockade  of  the  capital.' 

But  Cortes  was  not  content  to  wait  patiently  the  effects  of  a 
dilatory  blockade,  which  might  exhaust  the  patience  of  his 
allies,  and  his  own  resources.  He  determined  to  support  it  by 
such  active  assaults  on  the  city,  as  should  still  further  distress 
the  besieged,  and  hasten  the  hour  of  surrender.  For  this  pur- 
pose, he  ordered  a  simultaneous  attack,  by  the  two  commanders 
at  the  other  stations,  on  the  quarters  nearest  their  encamp- 
ments. 

On  the  day  appointed,  his  forces  were  under  arms  with  the 
dawn.  Mass,  as  usual,  was  performed  ;  and  the  Indian  confed- 
erates, as  they  listened  with  grave  attention  to  the  stately  ana 
imposing  service,  regarded  with  undisguised  admiration  the  de- 
votional reverence  shown  by  the  Christians,  whom,  in  their 
simplicity,  they  looked  upon  as  little  less  than  divinities  them* 
selves.®  The  Spanish  infantry  marched  in  the  van,  led  on  by 
Cortds,  attended  by  a  number  of  cavaliers,  dismounted  like  him- 
self. They  had  not  moved  far  upon  the  causeway,  when  they 
were  brought  to  a  stand  by  one  of  the  open  breaches,  that  had 
formerly  been  traversed  by  a  bridge.  On  the  further  side  a  solid 
rampart  of  stone  and  lime  had  been  erected,  and  behind  this  a 
strong  body  of  Aztecs  were  posted,  who  discharged  on  the  Span- 
iards, as  they  advanced,  a  thick  volley  of  arrows.  The  latter 
vainly  endeavored  to  dislodge  them  with  their  fire-arms  and 
cross-bows ;  they  were  too  well  secured  behind  their  defences. 

Cortes  then  ordered  two  of  the  brigantines,  which  had  kept 
along,  one  on  each  side  of  the  causeway,  in  order  to  cooperate 
with  the  army,  to  station  themselves  so  as  to  enfilade  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  enemy,  Thus  placed  between  two  well 
directed  fires,  the  Indians  were  compelled  to  recede.  The  sol- 
diers on  board  the  vessels,  springing  to  land,  bounded  like  deer 
up  the  sides  of  the  dike.  They  were  soon  followed  by  theii 
countrymen,  under  Cortes,  who,  throwing  themselves   into  the 

^  Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  pp.  246,  247. — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist, 
de  la  Conquista,  cap.  150. — Herrera,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  dec.  3,  lib.  i,  cap, 
17. — Defensa,  MS.,  cap.  28. 

8  "  Asi  como  fue  de  dia  se  dixo  vna  misa  de  Espiritu  Santo,  que  todos  los 
Christianos  oyeron  con  mucha  devocion  ;  e  aun  los  Indies,  com^  simples,  e 
no  entendientes  de  tan  alto  misterio,  con  admiracionestaban  atentos  notando 
el  silencio  de  los  catholicos  y  el  acatamiento  que  al  altar,  y  al  sacerdote  los 
Christianos  tovieron  hasta  recevir  la  benedicion.  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind., 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  ?j. 
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water,  swam  the  undefended  chasm,  and  joined  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  The  Mexicans  fell  back,  however,  in  something  like 
order,  till  they  reached  another  opening  m  the  dike,  like  the 
former,  dismantled  of  its  bridge,  and  fortified  in  the  same  man- 
ner by  a  bulwark  of  stone,  behind  which  the  retreating  Aztecs, 
swimming  across  the  chasm,  and  reinforced  by  fresh  bodies  ol 
their  countrymen,  again  look  shelter. 

They  made  good  their  post,  till,  again  assailed  by  the  cannon- 
ade from  the  brigantines,  they  were  compelled  to  give  way.  Id 
this  manner  breach  after  breach  was  carried,  and,  at  every 
fresh  instance  of  success,  a  shout  went  up  from  the  crews  of  the 
vessels,  which,  answered  by  the  long  files  of  the  Spaniards  and 
their  confederates  on  the  causeway,  made  the  Valley  echo  to  its 
borders. 

Cortes  had  now  reached  the  end  of  the  great  avenue,  where  it 
entered  the  suburbs.  There  he  halted  to  give  time  for  the  rear- 
guard to  come  up  with  him.  It  was  detained  by  the  labor  of 
filling  up  the  breaches,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  a  practi- 
cable passage  for  the  artillery  and  horse,  and  to  secure  one  for 
the  rest  of  the  army  on  its  retreat.  This  important  duty  was  in- 
trusted to  the  allies,  who  executed  it  by  tearing  down  the  ram- 
parts on  the  margins,  and  throwing  them  into  the  chasms,  and 
when  this  was  not  sufficient, — for  the  water  was  deep  around  the 
southern  causeway, — by  dislodging  the  great  stones  and  rubbish 
from  the  dike  itself,  which  was  broad  enough  to  admit  of  it,  and 
adding  them  to  the  pile,  until  it  was  raised  above  the  level  of 
the  water. 

The  street,  on  which  the  Spaniards  now  entered,  was  the 
great  avenue  that  intersected  the  town  from  north  to  south,  and 
the  same  by  which  they  had  first  visited  the  capital.  It  was 
broad  and  perfectly  straight,  and,  in  the  distance,  dark  masses 
of  warriors  might  be  seen  gathering  to  the  support  of  their 
countrymen,  who  were  prepared  to  dispute  the  further  progress 
of  the  Spaniards.  The  sides  were  lined  with  buildings,  the  ter- 
raced roofs  of  which  were  also  crowded  with  combatants,  who, 
as  the  army  advanced,  poured  down  a  pitiless  storm  of  missiles 
on  their  heads,  which  glanced  harmless,  indeed,  from  the  coat 
of  mail,  but  too  often  found  their  way  through  the  more  ( ommon 
escaiipil  q{  the  soldier,  already  gaping  with  many  a  ghastly  rent. 
Cortes,  to  rid  himself  of  this  annoyance  for  the  future,  ordered 
his  Indian  pioneers  to  level  the  principal  buildings  as  thev  ad- 
vanced ;  in  which  work  of  demolition,  no  less  than  in  the  repair 
of  the  breaches,  they  proved  of  inestimable  service.' 

•S.ihagan,  Hist,  dc  Nucva  Kspafta,  MS.,  lib.  12.  cap.  3a.— IxtliUochitl, 
Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  caf).  95.— 0\  icfl...  Hist,  dc  Lis  Itid. ,  SiS.,  lib.  ^j.  cap. 
«3. — Kcl.  Tcrc.  dc  Cortes,  ap.  Lurenzana,  pp.  247,  248. 
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The  Spaniards,  meanwhile,  were  steadily,  but  slowly  advancing, 
as  the  enemy  recoiled  before  the  rolling  fire  of  musketry,  though 
turning,  at  intervals,  to  discharge  their  javelins  and  arrows 
against  their  pursuers.  In  this  way  they  kept  along  the  great 
street,  until  their  course  was  interrupted  by  a  wide  ditch  or 
canal,  once  traversed  by  a  bridge,  of  which  only  a  few  planks 
now  remained.  These  were  broken  by  the  Indians,  the  moment 
they  had  crossed,  and  a  formidable  array  of  spears  was  instantly 
seen  bristling  over  the  summit  of  a  solid  rampart  of  stone,  which 
protected  the  opposite  side  of  the  canal.  Cortes  was  no  longer 
supported  by  his  brigantines,  which  the  shallowness  of  the 
canals  prevented  from  penetrating  into  the  suburbs.  He 
brought  forward  his  arquebusiers,  who,  protected  by  the  targets 
of  their  comrades,  opened  a  fire  on  the  enemy.  But  the  balls 
fell  harmless  from  the  bulwarks  of  stone :  while  the  assailants 
presented  but  too  easy  a  mark  to  their  opponents. 

The  general  then  caused  the  heavy  guns  to  be  brought  up, 
and  opened  a  lively  cannonade,  which  soon  cleared  a  breach  in 
the  works,  through  which  the  musketeers  and  crossbow-men 
poured  in  their  volleys  thick  as  hail.  The  Indians  now  gave 
way  in  disorder,  after  having  held  their  antagonists  at  bay  for 
two  hours.-^*^  The  latter,  jumping  into  the  shallow  water,  scaled 
the  opposite  bank  without  further  resistance,  and  drove  the 
enemy  along  the  street  towards  the  square,  where  the  sacred 
pyramid  reared  its  colossal  bulk  high  over  the  other  edifices  of 
the  city. 

It  was  a  spot  too  familiar  to  the  Spaniards.  On  one  side 
stood  the  palace  of  Axayacatl,  their  old  quarters,  the  scene  to 
many  of  them  of  so  much  suffering.  Opposite  was  the  pile  of 
low,  irregular  buildings,  once  the  residence  of  the  unfortunate 
Montezuma ;  while  a  third  side   of  the    square  was  flanked  by 

10  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Ixtlilxochitl.  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  95. 

Here  terminates  the  work  last  cited  of  the  Tezcucan  chronicler  ;  who  has 
accompanied  us  from  the  earliest  period  of  our  narrative  down  to  this  point 
in  the  final  siege  of  the  capital.  Whether  the  concluding  pages  of  the  man- 
uscript have  been  lost,  or  whether  he  was  interrupted  by  death,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  say.  But  the  deficiency  is  supplied  by  a  brief  sketch  of  the  principal 
events  of  the  siege,  which  he  has  left  in  another  of  his  writings.  He  had, 
undoubtedly,  uncommon  sources  of  information  in  his  knowledge  of  the  In- 
dian languages  and  picture-writing,  and  in  the  oral  testimony  which  he  was 
at  pains  to  collect  from  the  actors  in  the  scenes  he  describes.  All  these  ad- 
vantages are  too  often  counterbalanced  by  a  singular  incapacity  for  discrim- 
inating— I  will  not  say,  between  historic  truth  and  falsehood  (for  what  is 
truth  ?) — but  between  the  probable,  or  rather  the  possible,  and  the  impossi- 
ble. One  of  the  generation  of  primitive  converts  to  the  Komish  faith,  he 
lived  in  a  state  of  twilight  civilization,  when,  if  miracles  were  no<:  easily 
wrought,  it  was  at  least  easy  to  believe  them* 
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the  Coatepantli^  or  Wall  of  Serpents,  which  encompassed  the 
great  teocalli  with  its  little  city  of  holy  edifices.  The  Spaniards 
halted  at  the  entrance  of  the  square,  as  if  oppressed,  and  for 
the  moment  overpowered,  by  the  bitter  recollections  that 
crowded  on  their  minds.  But  their  intrepid  leader,  impatient 
at  their  hesitation,  loudly  called  on  them  to  advance  before  the 
Aztecs  had  time  to  rally ;  and,  grasping  his  target  in  one  hand, 
and  waving  his  sword  high  above  his  head  with  the  other,  he 
cried  his  war-cry  of  "  St.  lago,"  and  led  them  at  once  against 
the  enemy." 

The  Mexicans,  intimidated  by  the  presence  of  their  detested 
foe,  who,  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts,  had  again  forced  his  way 
into  the  heart  of  their  city,  made  no  further  resistance,  but  re- 
treated, or  rather  fied,  for  refuge  into  the  sacred  inclosure  of 
the  teocalli,  where  the  numerous  buildings  scattered  ove^  its 
ample  area  afforded  many  good  points  of  defence.  A  few  priests, 
clad  in  their  usual  wild  and  bloodstained  vestments,  were  to  be 
seen  lingering  on  the  terraces  which  wound  round  the  stately 
sides  of  the  ]>yramid,  chanting  hymns  in  honor  of  their  god, 
and  encouraging  the  warriors  below  to  battle  bravely  for  their 
altars.'^ 

The  Spaniards  poured  through  the  open  gates  into  the  area, 
and  a  small  party  rushed  up  the  winding  corridors  to  its  sum- 
mit. No  vestige  now  remained  there  of  the  Cross,  or  of  any 
other  symbol  of  the  pure  faith  to  which  it  had  been  dedicated. 
A  new  efifigy  of  the  Aztec  war-god  had  taken  the  place  of  the 
one  demolished  by  the  Christians,  and  raised  its  fantastic  and 
hideous  form  in  the  same  niche  which  had  been  occupied  by  its 
predecessor.  The  Spaniards  soon  tore  away  its  golden  mask 
and  the  rich  jewels  with  which  it  was  bedizened,  and,  hurling 
the  struggling  priests  down  the  sides  of  the  pyramid,  made  the 
best  of  their  way  to  their  comrades  in  the  area.  It  was  full 
time. '8 

^'  *'  I  con  todo  eso  no  sc  determinab.in  los  Christianos  de  cntrar  en  la 
P]a<;a  ;  por  lo  (jual  dicicndo  Ilernaiulo  Cortes,  que  no  era  ticnipo  dc  UKisirar 
cansancio,  ni  coh-irdia,  con  vna  Ktxlcla  en  la  mano,  apellichuult*  Saiiti.igo, 
arremcti/)  el  jiritncro."     Ilerrcra,  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  i.  cap.  18. 

*'^  Sahagun.  Hist,  de  Niicv.i  Kspafia,  M.S.,  lib.  12,  cap.  32. 

"  IxllilxMcliitI,  in  his  Thirteenth  Relation,  embracing  among  other  thitga 
a  brief  notice  of  the  capture  of  Mexico,  of  which  an  edition  has  l>cen  given 
to  the  world  bv  the  industrious  iJustamantc,  l)cstow>.  the  credit  of  this  ex- 
ploit  on  Cortes  himself.  *'  V.w  la  rapill.i  mavor  d(»nde  i-Nt.iba  lluitzilopoxitli, 
cjuc  Ileg.'iron  C'ortrn  r  Ixtlilxuchitl  d  iin  ticmpo.  y  ainbo^  embisficron  con  cl 
idolo.  Corth  coi^i6  hi  viAuara  </<♦  oti>  iiuf  trtii.i  puesta  ate  1,10/0  con  ciertai 
piedras  preciosas  (|uc  cbtaban  enga»tada»  en  dll;^"     Vcnida  de  los  Ksp..  p. 
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The  Aztecs,  indignant  at  tlie  sacrilegious  outrage  perpetrated 
before  their  eyes,  and  gathering  courage  from  the  inspiration  of 
the  place,  under  the  very  presence  of  their  deities,  raised  a  yell 
of  horror  and  vindictive  fury,  as,  throwing  themselves  into  some- 
thing like  order,  they  sprang,  by  a  common  impulse,  on  the 
Spaniards.  The  latter,  who  had  halted  near  the  entrance, 
though  taken  by  surprise,  made  an  effort  to  maintain  their  posi- 
tion at  the  gateway.  But  in  vain ;  for  the  headlong  rush  of  the 
assailants  drove  them  at  once  into  the  square,  where  they  were 
attacked  by  other  bodies  of  Indians,  pouring  in  from  the  neigh- 
boring streets.  Broken,  and  losing  their  presence  of  mind,  the 
troops  made  no  attempt  to  rally,  but,  crossing  the  square,  and 
abandoning  the  cannon,  planted  there,  to  the  enemy,  they 
hurried  down  the  great  street  of  Iztapalapan.  Here  they  were 
soon  mingled  with  the  allies,  who  choked  up  the  way,  and  who, 
catching  the  panic  of  the  Spaniards,  increased  the  confusion, 
while  the  eyes  of  the  fugitives,  blinded  by  the  missiles  that 
rained  on  them  from  the  azoteas,  were  scarcely  capable  of  dis- 
tinguishing friend  from  foe.  In  vain  Cortes  endeavored  to  stay 
the  torrent,  and  to  restore  order.  His  voice  was  drowned  in 
the  wild  uproar,  as  he  was  swept  away,  like  drift-wood,  by  the 
fury  of  the  current. 

All  seemed  to  be  lost  ; — when  suddenly  sounds  were  heard 
in  an  adjoining  street,  like  the  distant  tramp  of  horses  galloping 
rapidly  over  the  pavement.  They  drew  nearer  and  nearer,  and 
a  body  of  cavalry  soon  emerged  on  the  great  square.  Though  but 
a  handful  in  number,  they  plunged  boldly  into  the  thick  of  the 
enemy.  We  have  often  had  occasion  to  notice  the  superstitious 
dread  entertained  by  the  Indians  of  the  horse  and  his  rider. 
And,  although  the  long  residence  of  the  cavalry  in  the  capital  had 
familiarized  the  natives,  in  some  measure,  with  their  presence, 
so  long  a  time  had  now  elapsed  since  they  had  beheld  them, 
that  all  their  former  mysterious  terrors  revived  in  full  force  ;  and 
when  thus  suddenly  assailed  in  flank  by  the  formidable  appari- 
tion, they  were  seized  with  a  panic,  and  fell  into  confusion.  It 
soon  spread  to  the  leading  files,  and  Cortes,  perceiving  his  ad- 
vantage, turned  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and,  at  this  time 
supported  by  his  followers,  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  with 
some  loss  back  into  the  inclosure. 

It  was  now  the  hour  of  vespers,  and,  as  night  must  soon  over- 
take them,  he  made  no  further  attempt  to  pursue  his  advantage. 
Ordering  the  trumpets,  therefore,  to  sound  a  retreat,  he  drew  off 
his  forces  in  good  order,  taking  with  him  the  artillery,  which 
had  been  abandoned  in  the  square.  The  allies  first  went  off  the 
Ifround,  followed  by  the  Spanish  infantry,  whil'^  the   rear  was 
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protected  by  the  horse,  thus  reversing  the  order  of  march  on 
their  entrance.  The  Aztecs  hung  on  the  closing  files,  and, 
though  driven  back  by  frequent  charges  of  the  cavalry,  still  fol- 
lowed in  the  distance,  shooting  off  their  ineffectual  missiles, 
and  filling  the  air  with  wild  cries  and  bowlings,  like  a  herd  of 
ravenous  wolves  disappointed  of  their  prey.  It  was  late  before 
the  army  reached  its  quarters  at  Xoloc." 

Cortes  had  been  well  supported  by  Alvarado  and  Sandoval  in 
this  assault  on  the  city  ;  though  neither  of  these  commanders 
had  penetrated  the  suburbs,  deterred,  perhaps,  by  the  difficulties 
of  the  passage,  which,  in  Alvarado's  case,  were  greater  than 
those  presented  to  Cortes,  from  the  greater  number  of  breaches 
with  which  the  dike  in  his  quarter  was  intersected.  Somet'iing 
was  owing,  too,  to  the  want  of  brigantines,  until  Cortes  supplied 
the  deficiency  by  detaching  half  of  his  little  navy  to  the  support 
of  his  officers.  Without  their  cooperation,  however,  the  general 
himself  could  not  have  advanced  so  far,  nor,  perhaps,  have  suc- 
ceeded at  all  in  setting  foot  within  the  city.  The  success  of  this 
assault  spread  consternation  not  only  among  the  Mexicans,  but 
their  vassals,  as  they  saw  that  the  formidaljle  preparations  for 
defence  were  to  avail  little  against  the  white  man,  who  had  so 
soon,  in  spite  of  them,  forced  his  way  into  the  very  heart  of  the 
capital.  Several  of  the  neighboring  places,  in  consequence,  now 
shrvved  a  willingness  to  shake  off  their  allegiance,  and  claimed 
the  protection  of  the  Spaniards.  Among  these,  were  the  territory 
of  Xochimiico,  so  roughly  treated  by  the  invaders,  and  some 
tribes  of  (Jiomies,  a  rude  but  valiant  people,  who  dwelt  on  the 
western  confines  of  the  Valley. '''  Their  support  was  valuable, 
not  so  much  from  the  additional  reinforcements  which  it  brought, 
as  from  the  greater  security  it  gave  to  the  army,  whose  outposts 
were  perpetually  menaced  by  these  warlike  barbarians. 

The  most  important  aid,  which  the  Spaniards  received  at  this 
time,  was  from  Tezcuco,  whose  prince,  Ixllilxochitl,  gathered  the 
whole  strength  of  his  levies,  to  the  number  of  fifty  thousand,  if 
we  are  to  credit  Cortes,  and  led  them  in  person  to  the  Christian 

**  "  IjOs  (Ic  Caballo  rcvolvlan  sobre  ellos,  que  siemprc  .ilanccaban,  (^  ma- 
taban  al^unos  ;  i  como  la  Calle  era  muy  larga.  hubo  lugar  dc  h.iccrcc  csto 
quatro,  0  cinco  vcccs.  K  aitrKjiic  los  Kiu-migos  vian  <iue  rccil>ian  dafio, 
vcnian  los  I'crros  tan  rabiosos,  (juc  en  nin^una  inancra  los  podiamos  detencr, 
ni  (JUC  nos  dcja^scn  dc  scguir."  Kel.  'I'erc.  dc  Cortes,  ap.  Lorcn/ana,  p. 
2SO.  —  Hcrrcra,  Hist,  (icncral,  dec.  3,  lib.  i,  cap.  18. — Sahagun,  Hist,  nc 
Nueva  Kspana,,MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  32. — Ovicdo,  Hist,  dc  las  Ind.,  M.S.,  lib. 
3J.  rap.  23. 

"'  The  great  mass  of  the  Otomies  were  an  untametl  race,  who  roamed  over 
the  broad  tracks  of  the  plateau,  f.ir  aw.iv  to  the  tiorth.  Hut  manv  of  them, 
who  found  their  way  into  the  Valley,  lu'came  b!cnilrd  with  the  '!>/<  iican  and 
t/en  with  'l'l.i.s(  alan  nation,  making  home  uf  the  bckt  soKlicriiin  their  armicit. 
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camp.  By  the  general's  orders,  they  were  distributed  among  the 
three  divisions  of  the  besiegers.-'*^ 

Thus  strengthened,  Cortes  prepared  to  make  another  attack 
upon  the  capital,  and  that  before  it  should  have  time  to  recover 
from  the  former.  Orders  were  given  to  his  lieutenants  on  the 
other  causeways,  to  march  at  the  same  time,  and  cooperate  with 
him,  as  before,  in  the  assault.  It  was  conducted  in  precisel)  the 
same  manner  as  on  the  previous  entry,  the  infantry  taking  the 
van,  and  the  allies  and  cavalry  following.  But,  to  the  great  dis- 
may of  the  Spaniards,  they  found  two  thirds  of  the  breaches  re- 
stored to  their  former  state,  and  the  stones  and  other  materials, 
with  which  they  had  been  stopped,  removed  by  the  indefatigable 
enemy.  They  were  again  obliged  to  bring  up  the  cannon,  the 
brigantines  ran  alongside,  and  the  enemy  was  dislodged,  and 
driven  from  post  to  post,  in  the  same  manner  as  on  the  preced- 
ing attack.  In  short,  the  whole  work  was  to  be  done  over  again. 
It  was  not  till  an  hour  after  noon,  that  the  army  had  won  a  foot- 
ing in  the  suburbs. 

Here  their  progress  was  not  so  difBcult  as  before  ;  for  the 
buildings,  from  the  terraces  of  which  they  had  experienced  the 
most  annoyance,  had  been  swept  away.  Still  it  was  only  step 
by  step  that  they  forced  a  passage  in  face  of  the  Mexican  militiaj 
who  disputed  their  advance  with  the  same  spirit  as  before. 
Cortes,  who  would  willingly  have  spared  the  inhabitants,  if  he 
could  have  brought  them  to  terms,  saw  them  with  regret,  as  he 
says,  thus  desperately  bent  on  a  war  of  extermination.  He  con- 
ceived that  there  would  be  no  way  more  likely  to  affect  their 
minds,  than  by  destroying  at  once  some  of  the  principal  edifices, 
which  they  were  accustomed  to  venerate  as  the  pride  and  orna- 
ment of  the  city." 

1®  "Istrisuchil,  [Ixtlilxochitl,]  que  es  de  edad  de  veinte  y  tres,  6  veinte  y 
quatro  anos,  muy  esforzado,  amado,  y  temido  de  todos."  (Rel.  Terc.  de 
Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  251.)  The  greatest  obscurity  prevails  among 
historians  in  respect  to  this  prince,  whom  they  seem  to  have  confounded  very 
often  with  his  brother  and  predecessor  on  the  throne  of  Tezcuco.  It  is  rare, 
that  either  of  them  is  mentioned  by  any  other  than  his  baptismal  name  of 
Hernando;  and,  if  Herrera  is  correct  in  the  assertion,  that  this  name  was 
assumed  by  both,  it  may  explain  in  some  degree  the  confusion.  (Hist. 
General,  dec.  3  lib.  1,  cap.  18.)  I  have  conformed  in  the  main  to  the  old 
Tezcucan  chronicler,  who  gathered  his  account  of  his  kinsman,  as  he  tells 
us,  from  the  records  of  his  nation,  and  from  the  oral  testimony  of  the  con- 
temporaries of  the  prince  himself.     Venida  de  los  Esp.,  pp.  30,  31. 

^^  "  Daban  ocasion,  y  nos  forzaban  a  que  totalmente  les  destruyessemos. 
E  de  esta  postrera  tenia  mas  sentimiento,  y  me  pesaba  en  el  alma,  y  pensaba 
que  forma  ternia  para  los  atemorizar,  de  manera,  que  viniessen  in  cono- 
cimiento  de  su  yerro,  y  de  el  dano,  que  podian  recibir  de  nosotvos,  y  no 
hacia  sino  quemalles,  y  derrocalles  las  Torres  de  sus  Idolos,  y  sus  Casas." 
Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  254. 
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Marching  into  the  great  square,  he  selected,  as  the  first  to  be 
destroyed,  the  old  pahce  of  Axayacatl,  his  former  barracks. 
The  ample  range  of  low  buildings  was,  it  is  true,  constructed  of 
stone  ;  but  the  interior,  as  well  as  the  outworks,  its  turrets,  and 
roofs,  were  of  wood.  The  Spaniards,  whose  associations  with 
the  pile  were  of  so  gloomy  a  character,  sprang  to  the  work  of  de- 
struction with  a  satisfaction,  like  that  which  the  French  mob  may 
have  felt  in  the  demolition  of  the  Bastile.  Torches  and  fire- 
brands were  thrown  about  in  all  directions ;  the  lower  parts  of 
the  building  were  speedily  on  fire,  which,  running  along  the  in- 
flammable hangings  and  wood-work  of  the  interior,  rapidly  spread 
to  the  second  floor.  There  the  element  took  freer  range,  and, 
before  it  was  visible  from  without,  sent  up  from  every  aperture 
and  crevice  a  dense  column  of  vapor,  that  hung  like  a  funereal 
pall  over  the  city.  This  was  dissipated  by  a  bright  sheet  of 
flame,  which  enveloped  all  the  upper  regions  of  the  vast  pile,  till, 
the  supporters  giving  way,  the  wide  range  of  turreted  chambers 
fell,  amidst  clouds  of  dust  and  ashes,  with  an  appalling  crash, 
that  for  a  moment  stayed  the  Spaniards  in  the  work  of  devasta- 
tion. 

It  was  but  for  a  moment.  On  the  other  side  of  the  square, 
adjoining  Montezuma's  residence,  were  several  buildings,  as  the 
reader  is  aware,  appropriated  to  animals.  One  of  these  was  now 
marked  for  destruction, — the  House  of  Birds,  filled  witli  speci- 
mens of  all  the  painted  varieties  which  swarmed  over  tlie  wide 
forests  of  Mexico.  It  was  an  airv  and  elegant  buildinjr,  after  the 
Indian  fashion,  and,  viewed  in  connection  with  its  ol)ject,  was 
undoubtedly  a  remarkable  proof  of  refinement  and  intellectual 
taste  in  a  barbarous  monarch.  Its  light,  combustible  materials 
of  wood  and  bamboo  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  heavv 
stone  edifices  around  it,  and  made  it  obviously  convenient  for  the 
present  purpose  of  the  invaders.  The  torches  were  applied,  and 
the  fanciful  structure  was  soon  wrapped  in  flames,  that  sent  their 
baleful  splendors,  far  and  wide,  over  city  and  lake.  Its  feathered 
inhabitants  either  perished  in  the  fire,  or  those  of  stronger  wing, 
bursting  the  burning  lattice-work  of  the  aviary,  soared  hi^h  into 
the  air,  and  fluttering  for  a  while  over  the  devoted  city,  fled 
with  loud  screams  to  tlicir  native  forests  beyond  the  mountains. 

The  Aztecs  gazed  with  inexpressible  horror  on  this  Hestnictioii 
of  the  venerable  abode  of  their  monarchs,  and  of  the  monuments 
of  their  luxury  and  splendor.  Their  rage  was  exasperated 
almost  to  madness,  as  they  beheld  their  hated  foes,  the  Tlas- 
calans,  busy  in  the  work  of  desolation,  and  aided  by  the  Tezcu- 
cans,  their  own  allies,  and  not  unfrefpiently  their  kinsmen. 
They  vented  their  fnry  in  bitter  execrations,  especially  on  the 
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young  prince  Ixtlilxochitl,  who,  marching  side  by  side  with 
Cortes,  took  his  full  share  in  the  dange/s  of  the  day.  The  war* 
riors  from  the  housetops  poured  the  most  opprobrious  epithets 
on  him,  as  he  passed,  denouncing  him  as  a  false-hearted  traitor; 
false  to  his  country  and  his  blood, — reproaches  not  altogether 
unmerited,  as  his  kinsman,  who  chronicles  the  circumstance, 
candidly  confesses.^®  He  gave  little  heed  to  their  taunts,  how- 
ever, holding  on  his  way  with  the  dogged  resolution  of  one  true 
to  the  cause  in  which  he  was  embarked  ;  and,  when  he  entered 
the  great  square,  he  grappled  with  the  leader  of  the  Aztec  forces, 
wrenched  a  lance  from  his  grasp,  won  by  the  latter  from  the 
Christians,  and  dealt  him  a  blow  with  his  mace,  or  maquaJiuitl, 
which  brought  him  lifeless  to  the  ground.^^ 

The  Spanish  commander,  having  accomplished  the  work  of 
destruction,  sounded  a  retreat,  sending  on  the  Indian  allies, 
who  blocked  up  the  way  before  him.  The  Mexicans,  maddened 
by  their  losses,  in  wild  transports  of  fury  hung  close  on  his  rear, 
and,  though  driven  back  by  the  cavalry,  still  returned,  throwing 
themselves  desperately  under  the  horses,  striving  to  tear  the 
riders  from  their  saddles,  and  content  to  throw  away  their  own 
lives  for  one  blow  at  their  enemy.  Fortunately  the  greater  part 
of  their  militia  was  engaged  with  the  assailants  on  the  opposite 
quarters  of  the  city,  but,  thus  crippled,  they  pushed  the  Spaniards 
under  Cortes  so  vigorously,  that  few  reached  the  camp  that  night 
without  bearing  on  their  bodies  some  token  of  the  desperate 
conflict.^ 

On  the  following  day,  and,  indeed,  on  several  days  following, 
the  general  repeated  his  assaults  with  as  little  care  for  repose, 
as  if  he  and  his  men  had  been  made  of  iron.  On  one  occasion 
he  advanced  some  way  down  the  street  of  Tacuba,  in  which  he 
carried  three  of  the  bridges,  desirous,  if  possible,  to  open  a 
communication  with  Alvarado,  posted  on  the  contiguous  cause- 
way. But  the  Spaniards  in  that  quarter  had  not  penetrated 
beyond  the  suburbs,  still  impeded  by  the  severe  character  of  the 
ground,  and  wanting,  it  may  be,  somewhat  of  that  fiery  impet- 
uosity, which  the  soldier  feels,  who  fights  under  the  eye  of  his 
chief. 

18  «  Y  desde  las  azoteas  deshonrarle  llamandole  de  traidor  contra  su  patria 
y  deudos,  y  otras  razones  pesadas,  que  a  la  verdada  ellos  les  sobrabala  razon; 
mas  Ixtlilxuchitl  callaba  y  peleaba,  que  mas  estimaba  la  amistad  y  salud  de 
los  Cristianos,  que  todo  esto.'*     Venida  de  los  Esp.,  p.  32. 

^^  Ibid.,  p.  29. 

20  For  the  precedi.g  pages  relating  to  this  second  assault,  see  Rel.  Terc. 
de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  pp.  254-256, — Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Esp., 
MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  t^-}^, — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33.  cap.  24,— De* 
fensa,  MS.,  cap.  28. 
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In  each  of  these  assaults,  the  breaches  were  foimd  more  or 
less  restored  to  their  original  state  by  the  pertinacious  Mexicans, 
and  the  materials,  which  had  been  deposited  in  them  with  so 
much  labor,  again  removed.  It  may  seem  strange,  that  Cortes 
did  not  take  measures  to  guard  against  the  repetition  of  an  act 
which  caused  so  much  delay  and  embarrassment  to  his  opera- 
tions. He  notices  this  in  his  Letter  to  the  Emperor,  in  which 
he  says,  that  to  do  so  would  have  required,  either  that  he 
should  have  established  his  quarters  in  the  city  itself,  which 
would  have  surrounded  him  with  enemies,  and  cut  off  his  com- 
munications with  the  country  ;  or  that  he  should  have  posted  a 
sufficient  guard  of  Spaniards — for  the  natives  were  out  of  the 
question — to  protect  the  breaches  by  night,  a  duty  altogethei 
beyond  the  strength  of  men  engaged  in  so  arduous  service 
through  the  day.^ 

Yet  this  was  the  course  adopted  by  Alvarado  ;  who  stationed, 
at  night,  a  guard  of  forty  soldiers  for  the  defence  of  the  open- 
ing nearest  to  the  enemy.  This  was  relieved  by  a  similar  de- 
tachment, in  a  few  hours,  and  this  again  by  a  third,  the  two 
former  still  lying  on  their  post  ;  so  that,  on  an  alarm,  a  body  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  soldiers  was  ready  on  the  spot  to 
repel  an  attack.  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  whole  division  took  up 
their  bivouac  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  breach,  resting  on 
their  arms,  and  ready  for  instant  action.*^ 

But  a  life  of  such  incessant  toil  and  vigilance  was  almost  too 
severe  even  for  the  stubborn  constitutions  of  the  Spaniards. 
"Through  the  long  night,"  exclaims  Diaz,  who  served  in  Alvara- 
do's  division,  "  we  kept  out  dreary  watch  ;  neither  wind,  nor  wet, 
nor  cold  availing  anything.  There  we  stood,  smarting,  as  we 
were,  from  the  wounds  we  had  received  in  the  fight  of  the  pre- 
ceding day."  ^  It  was  the  rainy  season,  which  continues  in 
that  country  from  July  to  September  ;  and  the  surface  of  the 
causeways,  flooded  by  the  storms,  and  broken  up  by  the  con- 
stant movement  of    such    large  bodies  of  men,    was  converted 

^  Rel.  Tcrc,  ap   T.orenzana,  p.  259. 

^   Ikrnal  Di.iz,  Hist,  cic  la  Conquista,  cap.  151. 

According  to  Hcrrcra,  Alvaradf)  and  Sandoval  did  not  coticcal  their  dis« 
approbation  of  the  course  pursued  l)v  their  conunandcr  in  respect  to  the 
breaches.  "I  Alvarado,  i  Sandoval,  por  su  parte,  lanibicn  lo  hicic^ron  mui 
bicn,  culpandr>  d  Ifcrnando  Cort<Js  i>or  cslas  retiradas,  querientlo  muchos 
que  sc  qjicdara  en  lo  jjan.ado,  por  no  bolver  tunt.is  veces  A  cllo."  Hist. 
Ocncral,  dci'.  3,  lib,  i,  cap.  H). 

OT  "porque  (omocra  dc  noche,n«»  aguardauan  mucho,  v  desta  manera  que 
he  dicho  vrlauamos,  (pie  ni  |)or(jur  llouirs»e,  ni  virnton,  ni  frios,  v  aun- 
cjue  c^tauamos  nutidos  en  medio  dc  grandci  lodos,  y  hcridos,  a]j{  auiamo* 
estar."     IIi»t.  de  la  Conqui.sta,  cap.  151. 


t 


236  SIEUE  AND  SURRENDER  OF  MEXICO. 

into  a  marsh,  or  rather  quagmire,  which  added  inconceivably  t<J 
the  distresses  of  the  aimy. 

The  troops  under  Cortds  were  scarcely  in  a  better  situation. 
But  few  of  them  could  find  shelter  in  the  rude  towers  that 
garnished  the  works  of  Xoloc.  The  greater  part  were  com- 
pelled to  bivouac  in  the  open  air,  exposed  to  all  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather.  Every  man,  unless  his  wounds  prevented  it, 
was  required  by  the  camp  regulations  to  sleep  on  his  arms  ;  and 
they  were  often  roused  from  their  hasty  slumbers  by  the  mid- 
night call  to  battle.  For  Guatemozin,  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  of  his  countrymen,  frequently  selected  the  hours  of 
darkness  to  aim  a  blow  at  the  enemy.  "  In  short,"  exclaims 
the  veteran  soldier  above  quoted,  "  so  unintermitting  were  our 
engagements,  by  day  and  by  night,  during  the  three  months  in 
which  we  lay  before  the  capital,  that  to  recount  them  all  would 
but  exhaust  the  reader's  patience,  and  make  him  to  fancy 
he  was  perusing  the  incredible  feats  of  a  knight-errant  of 
romance."^ 

The  Aztec  emperor  conducted  his  operations  on  a  systematic 
plan,  which  showed  some  approach  to  military  science.  He  not 
unfrequently  made  simultaneous  attacks  on  the  three  several 
divisons  of  the  Spaniards  established  on  the  causeways,  and  on 
the  garrisons  at  their  extremities.  To  accomplish  this,  he  en- 
forced the  service  not  merely  of  his  own  militia  of  the  capital, 
but  of  the  great  towns  in  the  neighborhood,  who  all  moved  in 
concert,  at  the  well-known  signal  of  the  beacon-fire,  or  of  the 
huge  drum  struck  by  the  priests  on  the  summit  of  the  temple. 
One  of  these  general  attacks,  it  was  observed,  whether  from 
accident  or  design,  took  place  on  the  eve  of  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
the  anniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  Spaniards  made  their 
second  entry  into  Lhe  Mexican  capital.^ 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  drain  on  his  forces  by  this  inces- 
sant warfare,  the  young  monarch  contrived  to  relieve  them  in 
some  degree  by  different  detachments,  who  took  the  place  of 
one  another.  This  vv'as  apparent  from  the  different  uniforms 
and  military  badges  of  the  Indian  battalions,  who  successively 
came  and  disappeared  from  the  field.  At  night  a  strict  guard 
was  maintained  in  the  Aztec  quarters,  a  thing  not  common  with 
the  nations  of  the  plateau.     The  outposts  of  the  hostile  armies 

^  "  Porque  nouenta  y  tres  dias  estuuimos  sobre  esta  tan  fuerre  ciudad, 
cada  dia  e  de  noche  teniamos  guerras,  y  combates;  e  no  lo  pongo  aqui  por 
capitulos  lo  que  cada  dia  haziantos,  porque  me  parece  que  seria  gran  prO' 
ligidad,  e  seria  cosa  para  nunca  acabar,  y  pareceria  a  los  libros  de  Amadis, 
e  de  ctros  corros  de  caualleros."     Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 

26  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  33i 
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were  stationed  within  sight  of  each  other.  That  of  the  Mexicans 
was  usually  placed  in  the  neighborhood  of  some  wide  breach, 
and  its  position  was  marked  by  a  large  fire  in  front.  The  hours 
for  relieving  guard  were  intimated  by  the  shrill  Aztec  whistle, 
while  bodies  of  men  might  be  seen  moving  behind  the  fiame, 
which  threw  a  still  ruddier  glow  over  the  cinnamon-colored  skins 
of  the  warriors. 

While  thus  active  on  land,  Guatemozin  was  not  idle  on  the 
water.  He  was  too  wise,  indeed,  to  cope  with  the  Spanish  navy 
again  in  open  battle  ;  but  he  resorted  to  stratagem,  so  much 
more  congenial  to  Indian  warfare.  He  placed  a  large  number 
of  canoes  in  ambuscade  among  the  tall  reeds  which  fringed  the 
southern  shores  of  the  lake,  and  caused  piles,  at  the  same  tim.e 
to  be  driven  into  the  neighboring  shallows.  Several //>^^//^7j-, 
or  boats  of  a  larger  size,  then  issued  forth,  and  rowed  near  the 
spot  where  the  Spanish  brigantines  were  moored.  Two  of  the 
smallest  vessels,  supposing  the  Indian  barks  were  conveying 
provisions  to  the  besieged,  instantly  stood  after  thern.  as  had 
been  foreseen.  The  Aztec  boats  fled  for  shelter  to  the  reedy 
thicket,  where  iheir  companions  lay  in  ambush.  The  Spaniards, 
following,  were  soon  entangled  among  the  palisades  under  the 
water.  They  were  instantly  surrounded  by  the  whole  swarm  of 
Indian  canoes,  most  of  the  men  were  wounded,  several,  includ- 
ing the  two  commanders,  slain,  and  one  of  the  brigantines  fell 
— a  useless  prize — into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  Among  the 
slain  was  Pedro  IJarba,  captain  of  the  crossbow-mcn,  a  gallant 
officer,  who  had  highly  distinguished  himself  in  the  Conquest. 
This  disaster  occasioned  much  mortification  to  Cortes.  It  was 
a  salutary  lesson,  that  stood  him  in  good  stead  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war.* 

Thus  the  contest  was  waged  by  land  and  by  water, — on  the 
causeway,  the  city,  and  the  lake.  Whatever  else  might  fail,  the 
capital  of  the  Aztec  empire  was  true  to  itself :  and,  mindful  of 
its  ancient  renown,  opposed  a  bold  front  to  its  enemies  in 
ever)'  direction.  As  in  a  body,  whose  extremities  have  been 
struck  with  death,  life  still  rallied  in  the  heart,  and  seemed  to 
beat  there,  for  the  time,  with  even  a  more  vigorous  pulsation 
than  ever. 

It  may  appear  extraordinary,  that  Guatemozin  should  have 
been  able  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  crowded  popu- 
lation now  gathered  in  the  metropolis,  espcciallv  as  the  avenues 
were  all  in  the  possession  of  the  besiegniL^  armv.'^      Hut.  indeDcn 

*Il)i(l.,  loc.    cit.— Sahagiin,   Hist,  dc  Nucva  Esp. ,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.   34. 
*  I  recollect  meeting  with  n«)  estimate   of  their  nuintx-rs  ;  nor,  in  the  K>om 

^^<^'-   -  M-  VM..      11 
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dently  of  the  preparations  made  with  this  view  before  the  siege, 
and  of  the  loathsome  sustenance  daily  furnished  by  the  victims 
for  sacrifice,  supplies  were  constantly  obtained  from  the  sur- 
rounding country  across  the  lake.  This  was  so  conducted,  for 
a  time,  as,  in  a  great  measure,  to  escape  observation  ;  and  even 
when  the  brigantines  were  commanded  to  cruise  day  and  night, 
and  sweep  the  waters  of  the  boats  employed  in  this  service, 
many  still  contrived,  under  cover  of  the  darkness,  to  elude  the 
vigilance  of  the  cruisers,  and  brought  their  cargoes  into  port. 
It  was  not  till  the  great  towns  in  the  neighborhood  cast  off  their 
allegiance,  that  the  supply  began  to  fail,  from  the  failure  of  its 
sources.  This  defection  was  more  frequent,  as  the  inhabitants 
became  convinced  that  the  government,  incompetent  to  its  own 
defence,  must  be  still  more  so  to  theirs  ;  and  the  Aztec  metro- 
polis saw  its  great  vassals  fall  off,  one  after  another,  as  the  tree, 
over  which  decay  is  stealing,  parts  with  its  leaves  at  the  first 
blast  of  the  tempest.^ 

The  cities,  which  now  claimed  the  Spanish  general's  protec- 
tion, supplied  the  camp  with  an  incredible  number  of  warriors  ; 
a  number,  which,  if  we  admit  Cortes'  own  estimate,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand,  ^  could  have  only  served  to  embarrass 
his  operations  on  the  long  extended  causeways.  Yet  it  is  true, 
that  the  Valley,  teeming  with  towns  and  villages,  swarmed  with 
a  population — and  one,  too,  in  which  every  man  was  a  warrior 
— greatly  exceeding  that  of  the  present  day.  These  levies  were 
distributed  among  the  three  garrisons  at  the  terminations  of  the 
causeways  ;  and  many  found  active  employment  in  foraging  the 
country  for  provisions,  and  yet  more  in  carrying  on  hostilities 
against  the  places  still  unfriendly  to  the  Spaniards. 

Cortes  found  further  occupation  for  them  in  the  construction 
of  barracks  for  his  troops,  who  suffered  greatly  from  exposure 
to  the  incessant  rains  of  the  season,  which  were  observed  to  fall 
more  heavily  by  night  than  by  day.  Quantities  of  stone  and 
timber  were  obtained  from  the  buildings  that  had  been  demolish- 
ed in  the  city.  They  were  transported  in  the  brigantines  to 
the  causeway,  and  from  these  materials  a  row  of  huts  or  bar- 
racks w^as  constructed,  extending  on  either  side  of  the  works  of 

arithmetic  of  the  Conquerors,  would  it  be  worth  much.  They  must,  how- 
ever, have  been  very  great,  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  assailants  so 
promptly  and  efficiently  on  every  point. 

'^*^  Defensa,  MS.,  cap.  28. — Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12, 
cap.  34. 

The  principal  cities  were  Mexicaltzinco,  Cuitlahuac,  Iztapalapan,  Mizquiz, 
Huitzilopochco,  Colhuacan. 

29  <<  Y  como  aquel  dia  llevabamos  mas  de  ciento  y  cincuenta  miJ  Hombres 
de  Guerra."     Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  280. 
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Xoloc  It  may  give  some  idea  of  the  great  breadth  of  the 
causeway  at  this  place,  one  of  the  deepest  parts  of  the  lake,  to 
add,  that,  although  the  barracks  were  erected  in  parallel  lines 
on  the  opposite  sides  of  it,  there  still  remained  space  enough 
for  the  army  to  defile  between.** 

By  this  arrangement,  ample  accommodations  were  furnished 
for  the  Spanish  troops  and  their  Indian  attendants,  amounting 
in  all  to  about  two  thousand.  The  great  body  of  the  allies, 
with  a  small  detachment  of  horse  and  infantry,  were  quartered 
at  the  neighboring  post  of  Cojohuacan,  which  served  to  protect 
the  rear  of  the  encampment,  and  to  maintain  its  communications 
with  the  countr}'.  A  similar  disposition  of  forces  took  pUce  in 
the  other  divisions  of  the  army,  under  Alvarado  and  Sandoval, 
though  the  accommodations  provided  for  the  shelter  of  the  troops 
on  their  causeways  were  not  so  substantial  as  those  fo^  the 
division  of  Cortds. 

The  Spanish  camp  was  supplied  with  provisions  from  the 
friendly  towns  in  the  neighborhood,  and  especially  from  Tez- 
cuco.^^  They  consisted  of  fish,  the  fruits  of  the  country,  particu- 
larly a  sort  of  fig  borne  by  the  tuna^  {cactus  opuntia^  and  a 
species  of  cherry,  or  something  much  resembling  it,  which  grew 
abundant  at  this  season.  But  their  principal  food  was  the 
tortillas,  cakes  of  Indian  meal,  still  common  in  Mexico,  for 
which  bakehouses  were  established,  under  the  care  of  the  na- 
tives, in  the  garrison  towns  commanding  tiie  causeways.*^  Th^ 
allies,  as  appears  too  probable,  reinforced  their  frugal  fare  with 
an  occasional  banquet  on  human  flesh,  for  which  the  battle-field 
unhappily  afTordcd  ihem  too  much   facility,  and  which,  however 

*>  "  Y  vca  Vuestra  Magestad,"  says  Cort<fs  to  the  Emperor,  "  que  tan 
ancha  pucde  scr  la  Calzada,  que  va  nor  lo  mas  Hondo  de  la  Laguna,  que  dc 
la  una  parte,  y  de  la  otra  iban  estas  Casas,  y  quedaba  en  medio  hecha  Callc, 
que  muy  a  placer  d  pie,  y  k  caballo  ibamos,  y  veniamos  por  clla."  Ibid.,  p. 
260. 

8>  The  greatest  difficulty,  imder  which  the  troops  labored,  according  to 
Diaz,  was  that  of  obtaining  the  rcf|uisitc  medicaments  for  their  wounds, 
liut  this  was  in  a  great  degree  ol)viate(l  by  a  Catalan  soldier,  who,  by  virtue 
of  his  prayers  and  incantations,  wrought  wonderful  cures  both  on  the 
Spaniards,  and  their  allies.  The  latter,  as  the  more  ignorant,  flocked  in 
crowds  to  the  tent  of  this  military  /I'lsculapitis,  whose  success  was  doubtless 
in  a  <iirect  ratio  to  the  faith  of  his  patients.  Hist,  de  liv  Conquista,  ubi 
supra. 

™I)iaz  mourns  over  this  unsavory  diet.  (Ibid.,  loc.  cit.)  Vet  the  Indian  fig 
IS  an  agreeable,  nutritious  fruit  ;  and  the  tortillti,  made  of  niai/e  flour,  with 
a  slight  mfusion  of  lime,  though  not  precisely  a  ntprceau  frtami,  might 
pa.ss  for  very  tolerable  camj)  fare.  According  to  the  lively  Author  of  "  Life 
in  Mexico,"  it  is  made  now,  precisely  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  the  Aztees.— . 
If  so,  a  cooking  receipt  is  almost  the  only  filing  that  has  not  changed  in  thi$ 
country  oi  revolution^. 
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shocking  to  the  feelings  of  Cortes,  he  did  not  consider  himself  in 
a  situation,  at  that  moment,  to  prevent.^ 

Thus  the  tempest,  which  had  been  so  long  mustering,  broke, 
at  length,  in  all  its  fury,  on  the  Aztec  capital.  Its  unhappy  in- 
mates beheld  the  hostile  legions  encompassing  them  about, 
with  their  glittering  files  stretching  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
They  saw  themselves  deserted  by  their  allies  and  vassals  in  their 
utmost  need  ;  the  fierce  stranger  penetrating  into  their  secret 
places,  violating  their  temples,  plundering  their  palaces,  wasting 
the  fair  city  by  day,  firing  its  suburbs  by  night,  and  intrenching 
himself  in  solid  edifices  under  their  walls,  as  if  determined 
never  to  withdraw  his  foot  while  one  stone  remained  upon  an- 
other. All  this  they  saw,  yet  their  spirits  were  unbroken  ;  and, 
though  famine  and  pestilence  were  beginning  to  creep  over 
them,  they  still  showed  the  same  determined  front  to  their 
enemies.  Cortes,  who  would  gladly  have  spared  the  town  and 
its  inhabitants,  beheld  this  resolution  with  astonishment.  He 
intimated  more  than  once,  by  means  of  the  prisoners  whom  he 
released,  his  willingness  to  grant  them  fair  terms  of  capitulation. 
Day  after  day,  he  fully  expected  his  proffers  would  be  accepted. 
But  day  after  day  he  was  disappointed.^  He  had  yet  to  learn 
how  tenacious  was  the  memory  of  the  Aztecs  ;  and  that,  what- 
ever might  be  the  horrors  of  their  present  situation,  and  their 
fears  for  the  future,  they  were  all  forgotten  in  their  hatred  of  the 
white  man. 

^^  "  Quo  strages,"  says  Martyr,  '*  erat  crudelior,  eo  magis  copiose  ac  opipare 
coenabant  Guazuzingui  &  Tascaltecani,  caeterique  prouinciales  auxiliarii,  qui 
soliti  sunt  hostes  in  proelio  cadentes  intra  suos  ventres  sepelire  ;  nee  vetare 
ausus  fuisset  Cortesius."  (De  Orbe  Novo,  dec.  5,  cap.  8.)  '' Y  los  otros 
les  mostraban  los  de  su  Ciudad  hechos  pedazos,  diciendoles,  que  los  habian 
de  cenar  aquella  noche,  y  almorzar  otro  dia,  como  de  hecho  lo  hacian." 
(Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  256.)  Yet  one  may  well  be  startled 
by  the  assertion  of  Oviedo,  that  the  carniverous  monsters  fished  up  the 
bloated  bodies  of  those  drowned  in  the  lake  to  swell  their  repast  !  "  Ni 
podian  vtr  los  ojos  de  los  Christianos,e  Catholicos  mas  espantable  e  abor- 
recida  cosa,  que  ver  en  el  Real  de  los  Amigos  confederados  el  continuo  ex- 
ercicio  de  comer  carne  asada,  6  cocida  de  los  Indios  enemigos,  e  aun  de  los 
que  mataban  en  las  canoas,  6  se  ahogaban,  e  despues  el  agua  los  echaba  en 
la  superficie  de  ?a  laguna,  6  en  la  costa,  no  los  dexaban  de  pescar,  e  aposen- 
tar  en  sus  vientres."      Hist,  de  las  Ind. ,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  24. 

^  "  Y  sin  duda  el  dia  pasado,  y  aqueste  yo  tenia  por  cierto,  que  vinieran 
de  Paz,  de  la  qual  yo  siempre  con  Victoria,  y  sin  ella  hacia  todas  las  mues- 
tras,  que  podia.  Y  nuncapor  essoen  ellos  hallabamos  alguna  serial  de  Paz.'' 
Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenrana,  p.  261, 
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Famine  was  now  gradually  working  its  v?ay  into  the  heart  of 
the  beleaguered  city.  It  seemed  certain,  that,  with  this  strict 
blockade,  the  crowded  population  must  in  the  end  be  driven  to 
capitulate,  though  no  arm  should  be  raised  against  them.  But 
it  required  time  ;  and  the  Spaniards,  though  constant  and  en- 
during by  nature,  began  to  be  impatient  of  hardships  scarcely 
inferior  to  those  experienced  by  the  besieged.  In  some  respects 
their  condition  was  even  worse,  exposed,  as  they  were,  to  the 
cold,  drenching  rains, which  fell  with  little  intermission,  render- 
ing their  situation  dreary  and  disastrous  in  the  extreme. 

In  tfiis  state  of  things,  there  were  many  who  would  willingly 
have  shortened  their  sufferings,  and  taken  the  chance  of  carrying 
the  place  by  a  coup  de  main.  Others  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
get  possession  of  the  great  market  of  Tlatelolco,  which,  from  its 
situation  in  the  north-western  part  of  the  city,  might  afford  the 
means  of  communication  with  the  camps  of  both  Alvarado  and 
Sandoval.  This  place,  encxompassed  by  spacious  porticos,  would 
furnish  accommodations  for  a  nunuTous  host;  and,  once  esial> 
lished  in  the  capital,  the  Spaniards  would  be  in  a  position  to 
follow  up  the  blow  with  far  more  cflect  than  at  a  distance. 

These  arguments  were  pressed  by  several  of  the  oflkers,  par- 
ticularly by  Alderetc,  the  royal  treasurer,  a  person  of  much  con- 
sideration, not  only  from  his  rank,  but  from  the  capacity  and 
zeal  he  had  shown  in  the  service.  In  deference  to  their  wishes, 
Corl<5s  summoned  a  council  of  war,  and  laid  the  matter  before 
it.  The  treasurer's  views  were  espoused  by  most  of  the  high- 
mettled  cavaliers,  who  looked  with  eagerness  to  any  change  of 
their  present  forlorn  and  wearisome  ntc  ;  and  Cortt^s,  thinking 
it,  probably   more  urudcnt  to  adopt  the  IcbS  expedient  course, 
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than  to  enforce  a  cold  and  reluctant  obedience  to  his  own  opin 
ion,  suffered  himself  to  be  overruled.-^ 

A  day  was  fixed  for  the  assault,  which  was  to  be  made  simul 
taneously  by  the  two  divisions  under  Alvarado  and  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. Sandoval  was  instructed  to  draw  off  the  great- 
er part  of  his  forces  from  the  northern  causeway,  and  to  unite 
himself  with  Alvarado,  while  seventy  picked  soldiers  were  to  be 
detached  to  the  support  of  Cortes. 

On  the  appointed  morning,  the  two  armies,  after  the  usual 
celebration  of  mass,  advanced  along  their  respective  causeways 
against  the  city.^  They  were  supported,  in  addition  to  the  brig- 
antines,  by  a  numerous  fleet  of  Indian  boats,  which  were  to  force 
a  passage  up  the  canals,  and  by  a  countless  multitude  of  allies, 
whose  very  numbers  served  in  the  end  to  embarrass  their  opera- 
tions. After  clearing  the  suburbs,  three  avenues  presented 
themselves,  which  all  terminated  in  the  square  of  Tlatelolco. 
The  principal  one,  being  of  much  greater  width  than  the  other 
two,  might  rather  be  called  a  causeway  than  a  street,  since  it 
was  flanked  by  deep  canals  on  either  side.  Cortes  divided  his 
force  into  three  bodies.  One  of  them  he  placed  under  Alderete, 
with  orders  to  occupy  the  principal  street.  A  second  he  gave 
in  charge  to  Andres  de  Tapia  and  Jorge  de  Alvarado ;  the 
former  a  cavalier  of  courage  and  capacity,  the  latter,  a  younger 
brother  of  Don  Pedro,  and  possessed  of  the  intrepid  spirit  which 
belonged  to  that  chivalrous  family.  These  were  to  penetrate  by 
one  of  the  parallel  streets,  while  the  general  himself,  at  the  head 
of  the  third  division,  was  to  occupy  the  other.  A  small  body  of 
cavalry,  with  two  or  three  field  pieces,  was  stationed  as  a  reserve 
in  front  of  the  great  street  of  Tacuba,  which  was  designated  as 
the  rallying  point  for  the  different  divisions.^ 

^  Such  is  the  account  explicitly  given  by  Cortes  to  the  Emperor.  (Rel, 
Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  264.)  Bernal  Diaz,  on  the  contrary,  speaks  of  the 
assault  as  first  conceived  by  the  general  himself.  (Hist,  de  la  Conquista, 
cap.  151.)  Yet  Diaz  had  not  the  best  means  of  knowing;  and  Cortes  would 
hardly  have  sent  home  a  palpable  misstatement  that  could  have  been  so 
easily  exposed. 

-This  punctual  performance  of  mass  by  the  army,  in  storm  and  in  sunshine, 
by  day  and  by  night,  among  friends  and  enemies,  draws  forth  a  warm  eulo- 
gium  from  the  archiepiscopal  editor  of  Cortes.  "En  el  Campo,  en  una 
Calzada,  entre  Enemigos,  trabajando  dia,  y  noche,  nunca  se  omitia  la  Missa, 
paraque  toda  la  obra  se  atribuyessQ  a  Dios,  y  mas  en  unos  Meses,  en  que 
incomodan  las  Aguas  de  el  Cielo;  y  encima  del  Agua  las  Habitaciones,  6 
malas  Tiendas."     Lorenzana,  p  266,  nota. 

^  In  the  treasurer's  division,  according  to  the  general's  Letter,  there  were 
70  Spanish  foot,  7  or  8  horse,  and  15,000  or  20,000  Indians;  in  Tapia's, 
80  foot,  and  10,000  allies  ;  and  in  his  own,  8  horse,  100  infantry,  and  "  an 
infinite  number  of  allies."  (Ibid.,  ubi  supra.)  The  looseness  of  the  Ian. 
guage  shows  that  a  few  thousands,  more  or  less,  were  of  no  great  moment  io 
the  estimate  of  the  Indi^  forces 
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Cortes  gave  the  most  positive  instructions  to  his  captains,  not 
to  advance  a  step  without  securing  the  means  of  retreat,  by  care- 
fully filling  up  the  ditches,  and  the  openings  in  the  causeway. 
The  neglect  of  this  precaution  by  Alvarado,  in  an  assault  which 
he  had  made  on  the  city  but  a  few  days  before,  had  been  attend- 
ed with  such  serious  consequences  to  his  army,  that  Cortes  rode 
over,  himself,  to  his  officer's  quarters,  for  the  purpose  of  publicly 
reprimanding  him  for  his  disobedience  of  orders.  On  his  arri- 
val at  the  camp,  however,  he  found  that  his  offending  captain  had 
conducted  the  atfair  with  so  much  gallantry,  that  the  intended 
reprimand — though  well  deserved — subsided  into  a  mild  re- 
buke.4 

The  arrangements  being  completed,  the  three  divisions 
inarched  at  once  up  the  several  streets.  Cortes,  dismounting, 
took  the  van  of  his  own  squadron,  at  the  head  of  his  infantry. 
The  Mexicans  fell  back  as  he  advanced,  making  less  resistance 
than  usual.  The  Spaniards  pushed  on,  carrying  one  barricade 
after  another,  and  carefully  filling  up  the  gaps  with  rubbish,  so 
as  to  secure  themselves  a  footing.  The  canoes  supported  the 
attack,  by  moving  along  the  canals,  and  grappling  with  those  of 
the  enemy;  while  numbers  of  the  nimble-footed  Tlascalans, 
scaling  the  terraces,  passed  on  from  one  house  to  another,  where 
they  were  connected,  hurling  the  defenders  into  the  streets  be- 
low. The  enemy,  taken  apparently  by  surprise,  seemed  inca- 
pable of  withstanding  for  a  moment  the  fury  of  the  assault ; 
and  the  victorious  Christians,  cheered  on  by  the  shouts  of  tri- 
umj)h  which  arose  from  theircompanions  in  the  adjoining  streets, 
were  only  the  more  eager  to  be  first  at  the  destined  goal. 

Indeed,  the  facility  of  his  success  led  the  general  to  suspect 
that  he  might  be  advancing  too  fast ;  that  it  might  be  a  device 
of  the  enemy  to  draw  them  into  the  heart  of  the  city,  and  then 
surround  or  attack  them  in  the  rear.  He  had  some  misgivings, 
moreover,  lest  his  too  ardent  officers,  in  the  heat  of  the  chase, 
should,  notwithstanding  his  commands,  have  overlooked  the 
necessary  precaution  of  filling  up  the  breaches.  He,  according- 
ly, brought  his  squadron  to  a  halt,  prepared  to  bafile  any  insid- 
ious movement  of  his  adversarv.  Meanwhile  he  received  more 
than  one  message  from  Alderete,  informing  him  that  he  had 
nearly  gained  the  market.  This  only  increased  the  general's 
apprehension,  (hat,  in  the  raj-rtdity  of  his  advance,  he  might 
have  neglected  to  secure  the  ground.     He  determined  to  trust 

*  '*  Otro  di.i  de  maRan.i  arordc'   {\f^  ir  A  sii  Real  para  Ic  rcprclicndrr  lo  pa»- 

«do Y    visto,  n«>  Ics  impute  taiua  culpa,  como  antrs    parr«  i.i  tcuvr.  f 

plati(  aflo  ccrca  iX^:'  lo  ()uc  habia  dc  haccr,   yo  mc  bolvi  k  nucstro  Real    aquej 
dia.  Ibid.,  pp.  26J,  264. 
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no  eyes  but  his  own,  and,  taking  a  small  body  of  troops,  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  reconnoitre  the  route  followed  by  the 
treasurer. 

He  had  not  proceeded  far  along  the  great  street,  or  causeway, 
when  his  progress  w^as  arrested  by  an  opening  ten  or  twelve 
paces  wide,  and  filled  with  water,  at  least  two  fathoms  deep,  by 
which  a  communication  was  formed  between  the  canals  on  the 
opposite  sides.  A  feeble  attempt  had  been  made  to  stop  the 
gap  with  the  rubbish  of  the  causeway,  but  in  too  careless  a  man- 
ner to  be  of  the  least  service  ;  and  a  few  straggling  stones  and 
pieces  of  timber  only  showed  that  the  work  had  been  abandoned 
almost  as  soon  as  begun.^  To  add  to  his  consternation,  the  gen- 
eral observed  that  the  sides  of  the  causeway  in  this  neigh- 
borhood had  been  pared  off,  and,  as  was  evident,  very  recently. 
He  saw  in  all  this  the  artifice  of  the  cunning  enemy  ;  and  had 
little  doubt  that  his  hot-headed  officer  had  rushed  into  a  snare 
deliberately  laid  for  him.  Deeply  alarmed,  he  set  about  repair- 
ing the  mischief  as  fast  as  possible,  by  ordering  his  men  to  fill 
up  the  yawning  chasm. 

But  they  had  scarcely  begun  their  labors,  when  the  hoarse 
echoes  of  conflict  in  the  distance  were  succeeded  by  a  hideous 
sound  of  mingled  yells  and  war-whoops,  that  seemed  to  rend 
the  ver}^  heavens.  This  was  followed  by  a  rushing  noise,  as  of 
the  tread  of  thronging  multitudes,  showing  that  the  tide  of  battle 
was  turned  back  from  its  former  course,  and  w^as  rolling  on 
towards  the  spot  where  Cortes  and  his  little  band  of  cavaliers 
were  planted. 

His  conjecture  proved  too  true.  Alderete  had  followed  the 
retreating  Aztecs  with  an  eagerness  which  increased  with  every 
step  of  his  advance.  He  had  carried  the  barricades,  which  had 
defended  the  breach,  without  much  dif^culty,  and,  as  he  swept 
on,  gave  orders  that  the  opening  should  be  stopped.  But  the 
blood  of  the  high-spirited  cavaliers  was  warmed  by  the  chase, 
and  no  one  cared  to  be  detained  by  the  ignoble  occupation  of 
filling  up  the  ditches,  while  he  could  gather  laurels  so  easily  in 
the  fight ;  and  they  all  pressed  on,  exhorting  and  cheering  one 
another  with  the  assurance  of  being  the  first  to  reach  the  square 
of  Tlatelolco.  In  this  way  they  suffered  themselves  to  be  decoy- 
ed into  the  heart  of  the  city  ;  when   suddenly  the  horn  of  Gua- 

^  "  Y  halle,  que  habian  pasado  una  quebrada  de  la  Calle,  que  era  de  diez, 
6  doce  pasos  de  ancho;  y  el  Agua,  que  por  ella  pasaba,  era  de  hondura  de 
mas  de  dos  estados,  y  al  tiempo  que  lapasaron  habian  echado  en  ella  madera, 
y  caiias  de  carrizo,  y  como  pasaban  pocos  a  pocos,  y  con  tiento,  no  se  habia  hun- 
dido  la  madera  y  canas."  Ibid.,  p.  268. — See  also  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind., 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  48. 
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temozin — the  sacred  symbol,  heard  only  in  seasons  of  extra- 
ordinary peril — sent  forth  a  long  and  piercing  note  from  the-sum 
mit  of  a  neighboring  teocalli.  In  an  instant,  the  flying  Aztecs, 
as  if  maddened  by  the  blast,  wheeled  about,  and  turned  on  their 
pursuers.  At  the  same  time,  countless  swarms  of  warriors  from 
the  adjoining  streets  and  lanes  poured  in  upon  the  flanks  of  the 
assailants,  filling  the  air  wiih  the  fierce,  unearthly  cries  which 
had  reached  the  ears  of  Cortes,  and  drowning,  for  a  moment, 
the  wild  dissonance  which  reigned  in  the  other  quarters  of  the 
capital.^ 

I'he  army,  taken  by  surprise,  and  shaken  by  the  fury  of  the  as- 
sault, were  thrown  into  the  utmost  disorder.  Friends  and  foes, 
white  men  and  Indians,  were  mingled  together  in  one  promiscu- 
ous mass.  Spears,  swords,  and  war-clubs  were  brandished  to- 
gether in  the  air.  Blows  fell  at  random.  In  their  eagerness  to 
escape,  they  trod  down  one  another.  Blinded  by  the  missiles, 
which  now  reigned  on  them  from  the  azoteas,  they  staggered  on, 
scarcely  knowing  in  what  direction,  or  fell,  struck  down  by  hands 
which  they  could  not  see.  On  they  came  like  a  rushing  torrent 
sweeping  along  some  steep  declivity,  and  rolling  in  one  confused 
tide  towards  the  open  breach,  on  the  further  side  of  which  stood 
Cortds  and  his  companions,  horror-struck  at  the  sight  of  the  ap- 
proaching ruin.  The  foremost  files  soon  plunged  into  the  gulf, 
treading  one  another  under  the  flood,  some  striving  ineffectually 
to  swim,  others,  with  more  success,  to  clamber  over  the  heaps  of 
their  suffocated  comrades.  Many,  as  they  attempted  to  scale  the 
opposite  sides  of  the  slippery  dike,  fell  into  the  water,  or  were 
hurried  off  by  the  warriors  in  the  canoes,  who  added  to  the  horrors 
the  rout  by  the  fresh  storm  of  darts  and  javelins,  which  they 
poured  on  the  fugitives. 

Cortds,  meanwhile,  with  his  brave  followers,  kept  his  station 
undaunted  on  the  other  side  of  the  breach.  "  I  had  matle  uj:)  my 
mind,"  he  says,  "  to  die,  rather  than  desert  my  poor  followers  in 
their  extremity  !  ** '     With  outstretched  hands  he  endeavored  to 

*  Gomara,  <Jr6ni»,  cap.  138. — Ixllilxochitl,  Venida  dc  los  Ksj\,  p.  37. — 
Ovicdo,  Hist,  dc  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  "i^},,  cap.  id. 

(fiiatcmo/.in's  horn  rung  in  the  ears  of  licrnal  Diaz,  for  nianv  a  day  after 
the  battle.  '*  Ciuatcmuz,  y  manda  tocar  su  corncla,  ?)  era  vna  scnal  ("i  qiian- 
do  aqiiella  se  to<  ussc,  era  fj  aiiian  dc  pclcar  sus  Capilancs  dc  ni.mcra,  q 
hi7.ic!*icn  presa,  o  niorir  sobrc  cllo  ;  y  rctinnbauacl  sonitlo,  Z\  sc  nictia  en  los 
oicVis,  y  (Ic  rj  1«)  oyero  acjuellos  sus  esqiiadroncs,  y  Capitancs  ;  saber  yo 
aqui  dezir  aora,  con  f]  rabia,  y  esfuer9n  sc  metian  cntre  nosotros  d  nos  cchar 
mano,  es  cosa  dc  cspanto."     Hist,  dc  la  Con(pusta,  cap.  152. 

'  "  F.  como  el  nepocio  fiie  tan  de  supito,  y  vi  (luc  inataban  la  (f«nte,  deter- 
mine de  mc  (|ucdar  al{,  y  morir  pclcando  "  Kcl.  Tcrc,  ap.  Ix)rcn/an.i.  p 
268. 
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rescue  as  many  as  he  could  from  the  watery  grave,  and  from  the 
more  appalling  fate  of  captivity.  He  as  vainly  tried  to  restore 
something  like  presence  of  mind  and  order  among  the  distracted 
fugitives.  His  person  was  too  well  known  to  the  Aztecs,  and 
his  position  now  made  him  a  conspicuous  mark  for  their  weapons. 
Darts,  stones,  and  arrows  fell  around  him  thick  as  hail,  but 
glanced  harmless  from  his  steel  helmet  and  armor  of  proof.  At 
Irngth  a  cry  of  *'  Malinche,"  "  Malinche,"  arose  among  the 
enemy  ;  and  six  of  their  number,  strong  and  athletic  warriors, 
rushing  on  him  at  once,  made  a  violent  effort  to  drag  him  on 
board  their  boat.  In  the  struggle  he  received  a  severe  wound  in 
the  leg,  which,  for  the  time,  disabled  it.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
hope  for  him ;  when  a  faithful  follower,  Christoval  de  Olea,  per- 
ceiving his  general's  extremity,  threw  himself  on  the  Aztecs,  and 
with  a  blow  cut  off  the  arm  of  one  savage,  and  then  plunged  his 
sword  in  the  body  of  another.  He  was  quickly  supported  by  a 
comrade  named  Lerma,  and  by  a  Tlascalan  chief,  who,  fighting 
over  the  prostrate  body  of  Cortes,  despatched  three  more  of  the 
assailants,  though  the  heroic  Olea  paid  dearly  for  his  self-devo- 
tion, as  he  fell  mortally  wounded  by  the  side  of  his  general.^ 

*  Ixtlilxochitl,  who  would  fain  make  his  royal  kinsman  a  sort  of  residuary 
legatee  for  all  unappropriate,  or  even  doubtful,  acts  of  heroism,  puts  in  a 
sturdy  claim  for  him  on  this  occasion.  A  painting,  he  says,  on  one  of  the 
gates  of  a  monastery  of  Tlatelolco,  long  recorded  the  fact,  that  it  was  the 
Tezcucan  chief  who  saved  the  life  of  Cortes.  (Venida  de  los  Esp.,  p.  38.) 
But  Camargo  gives  the  full  credit  of  it  to  Olea,  on  the  testimony  of  "  a  fa- 
mous Tlascalan  warrior,"  present  in  the  action,  who  reported  it  to  him. 
(Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS.)  The  same  is  stoutly  maintained  by  Bernal  Diaz, 
the  townsman  of  Olea,  to  whose  mem.ory  he  pays  a  hearty  tribute,  as  one  of 
the  best  men  and  bravest  soldiers  in  the  army.  (Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap. 
152,  204.)  Saavedra,  the  poetic  chronicler, — something  more  of  chronicler 
than  poet, — who  came  on  the  stage  before  all  that*  had  borne  arms  in  the 
Conquest  had  left  it,  gives  the  laurel  also  to  Olea,  whose  fate  he  commemo^ 
rates  in  verses,  that,  at  least,  aspire  to  historic  fidelity. 

T6vole  con  las  manos  abra^ado. 

Y  Francisco  de  Olea  el  valeroso, 
Vn  valienie  Espaiiol,  y  su  criado, 
Le  tiro  vn  tajo  brauo  y  riguroso  : 
Las  dos  manos  d  cercen  le  ha  cortado, 

Y  ^I  le  libro  del  trance  tr?ba)oso. 
Huuo  muy  gran  nimor,  porque  dezian^ 
Que  ya  en  prision  amarga  le  tenian. 

•  Lleg&ron  otros  Indios  arriscados, 
y  k  Oiea  matiron  en  vn  punto, 
Ceicaron  d  Cortes  por  todos  lados, 

Y  al  miserable  cuerpo  ya  difunto  : 

Y  viendo  sus  sentidos  recobrados, 
Puso  mano  a  la  espada  y  daga  junto. 
Antonio  de  Qui  nones  lle^o  luego, 
Capitan  de  la  guarda  ardiendo  en  fuego.*' 

£l  Peregrino  Indiano,  Canto  m. 
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The  report  soon  spread  among  the  soldiers,  that  their  com- 
mander was  taken  ;  and  Quinones,  the  captain  of  his  guard,  with 
several  others,  pouring  in  to  the  rescue,  succeeded  in  disentan- 
gling Cortes  from  the  grasp  of  his  enemies  who  were  struggling 
with  him  in  the  water,  and,  raising  him  in  their  arms,  placed  him 
again  on  the  causeway.  One  of  his  pages,  meanwhile,  had 
advanced  some  way  through  the  press,  leading  a  horse  for  his 
master  to  mount.  But  the  youth  received  a  wound  in  the  throat 
from  a  javelin,  which  prevented  him  from  effecting  his  object. 
Another  of  his  attendants  was  more  successful.  It  was  Guzman, 
his  chamberlain  ;  but,  as  he  held  the  bridle,  while  Cortes  was  as- 
sisted into  the  saddle,  he  was  snatched  away  by  the  Aztecs,  and, 
with  the  swiftness  of  thought,  hurried  off  by  their  canoes.  The 
general  still  lingered,  unwilling  to  leave  the  spot,  while  his  pres- 
ence could  be  of  the  least  service.  But  the  faithful  Quinones, 
taking  his  horse  by  the  bridle,  turned  his  head  from  the  breach, 
exclaiming,  at  the  same  time,  that  "  his  master's  life  was  too  im- 
portant to  the  army  to  be  thrown  away  there."  ^ 

Yet  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  force  a  passage  through  the  press. 
The  surface  of  the  causeway,  cut  up  by  the  feet  of  men  and 
horses,  was  knee-deep  in  mud,  and  in  some  parts  was  so  much 
broken,  that  the  water  from  the  canals  flowed  over  it.  The 
crowded  mass,  in  their  efforts  to  extricate  themselves  from  their 
perilous  position,  staggered  to  and  fro  like  a  drunken  man. 
Those  on  the  flanks  were  often  forced  by  the  lateral  pressure  of 
their  comrades  down  the  slippery  sides  of  the  dike,  where  they 
were  picked  up  by  the  canoes  of  the  enemy,  whose  shouts  of 
triumph  proclaimed  the  savage  joy  with  which  they  gathered  in 
everv  new  victim  for  the  sacrifice.  Two  cavaliers,  ridinjr  bv  the 
general's  side,  lost  their  footing,  and  rolled  down  the  declivity 
into  the  water.  One  was  taken  and  his  horse  killed.  The  other 
was  hapj)y  enough  to  escape.  The  valiant  ensign.  Corral,  had  a 
similar  piece  of  good  fortune.  lie  slipped  into  the  canal,  and 
the  enemy  felt  sure  of  their  prize,  when  he  again  succeeded  in 
recovering  the  causeway  with  the  tattered  banner  of  Castile  still 
flying  above  his  head.  The  barbarians  set  up  a  cry  of  disa|>- 
pointed  rage,  as  they  lost  possession  of  a  trophy,  to  which  the 
people  of  Anahuac  attached,  as  we  have  seen,  the  highest  im- 
portance, hardly  inferior  in  their  eyes  to  the  capture  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief liimself.'" 

•  *' E  aqucl  r.ipit.in  (juc  cstab.!  con  cl  C'fcncr.il,  que  sc  dcci.i  Antonio  de 
QuifioncH,  (lixolc  :  Vamos,  ScRor,  dc  .iqui,  ys.ilvcmos  vucstra  Person.!,  pues 
que  y.i  esto  csti  dc  m.-iner.i,  que  es  morir  dcse.sper.ido  atender  ;  i  sin  vos, 
ninguno  de  nosotros  pucdc  cscapar,  (jue  no  cs  esfncrro,  sino  po<|ueda(l,  por- 
fiara((u(  otracosa."     Oviedo,  IIi>t.  dc  la.s  In<l.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  26. 

^  It  may  have  Ijccn  the  same  banner  which  ik  noticed  by  Mr    liuUock,  as 
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Cortds  at  length  succeeded  in  regaining  the  firm  ground,  and 
reaching  the  open  place  before  the  great  street  of  Tacuba, 
Here,  under  a  sharp  fire  of  the  artillery,  he  rallied  his  broken 
squadrons,  and,  charging  at  the  head  of  the  little  body  of  horse, 
which,  not  having  been  brought  into  action,  were  still  fresh,  he 
beat  off  the  enemy.  He  then  commanded  the  retreat  of  the  two 
other  divisions.  The  scattered  forces  again  united;  and  the 
general,  sending  forward  his  Indian  confederates,  took  the  rear 
with  a  chosen  body  of  cavalry  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  army, 
which  was  effected  with  but  little  additional  loss." 

Andres  de  Tapia  was  despatched  to  the  western  causeway  to 
acquaint  Alvarado  and  Sandoval  with  the  failure  of  the  enterprise. 
Meanwhile  the  two  captains  had  penetrated  far  into  the  city. 
Cheered  by  the  triumphant  shouts  of  their  countrymen  in  the  ad- 
jacent streets,  they  had  pushed  on  with  extraordinary  vigor,  that 
they  might  not  be  outstripped  in  th«\  race  of  glory.  They  had 
almost  reached  the  market-place,  which  lay  nearer  to  their 
quarters  than  to  the  general's,  when  they  heard  the  blast  from 
the  dread  horn  of  Guatemozin^^^  followed  by  the  overpowering 
yell  of  the  barbarians,  which  had  so  startled  the  ears  of  Cortes  ; 
till  at  length  the  sounds  of  th^  receding  conflict  died  away  in  the 
distance.  The  two  captains  now  understood  that  the  day  must 
have  gone  hard  with  their  coun^.rymen.  They  soon  had  further 
proof  of  it,  when  the  victorious  Aztecs,  returning  from  the  pursuit 
of  Cortes,  joined  their  fomes  Xo  those  engaged  with  Sandoval 
and  Alvarado,  and  fell  01  them  with  redoubled  fury.  At  the 
same  time  they  rolled  on  th.e  ground  two  or  three  of  the  bloody 
heads  of  the  Spaniards,  shouting  the  name  of  ^  Malinche."  The 
captains,  struck  with  horror  at  the  spectacle, — though  they  gave 
little  credit  to  the  wor^ls  of  the  enemy, — instantly  ordered  a  re- 
treasured  up  in  the  Hospital  of  Jesus,  ''  where,"  says  he,  '*  we  beheld  the 
identical  embroidered  standard,  under  which  the  great  captain  wrested  this 
immense  empire  from  the  unfortunate  Montezuma."  Six  Months  in  Mexico, 
vol.  I.  chap.  10. 

11  For  this  dispst-'ous  affair,  besides  the  Letter  of  Cortes,  and  the  Chronicle 
of  Diaz,  so  often  quoted,  see  Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12, 
cap.  33, — Camavgo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS., — Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  138, — 
Torquemada.  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  94, — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.  ^ 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  26,  48. 

^  "  El  res-oRiido  de  la  corneta  de  Guatemuz." — Astolfo's  magic  horn  w«isj 
ttot  more  ten  v^le. 

"  Dico  che  M  corno  fe  di  si  orribil  suono, 
Ch'  ovuuque  s'  oda,  fa  fuggir  la  genie. 
Non  puo  trovarsi  al  mondo  un  cor  si  buono, 
Che  possa  non  fuggir  come  lo  sente. 
Rumor  di  veiito  e  di  tremuoto,  e  '1  tuono, 
\  par  del  suon  di  questo,  era  niente." 

Orlando  Fukioso,  Canto  15,  st.  15. 
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treat.  Indeed,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  maintain  their  ground 
against  the  furious  assaults  of  the  besieged,  who  poured  on  them, 
swarm  after  swarm,  with  a  desperation,  of  which,  says  one  who 
was  there,  *'  although  it  seems  as  if  it  were  now  present  to  my 
eyes,  I  can  give  but  a  faint  idea  to  the  reader.  God  alone  could 
have  brought  us  off  safe  from  the  perils  of  that  day."  w  The 
fierce  barbarians  followed  up  the  Spaniards  to  their  very  in- 
irenchments.  But  here  they  were  met,  first  by  the  cross  fire  of 
the  brigantines,  which,  dashing  through  the  palisades  planted  to 
obstruct  their  movements,  completely  enfiladed  the  causeway, 
and  next  by  that  of  the  small  battery  erected  in  front  of  the 
camp,  which,  under  the  management  of  a  skilful  engineer,  named 
Medrano,  swept  the  whole  length  of  the  defile.  Thus  galled  in 
front  and  on  flank,  the  shattered  columns  of  the  Aztecs  were 
compelled  to  give  way  and  take  shelter  under  the  defences  of  the 
city. 

The  greatest  anxiety  now  prevailed  in  the  camp,  regarding  the 
fate  of  Corl^s  ;  for  'J'apia  had  been  detained  on  the  road  by 
scattered  parties  of  the  enemy,  whom  Guatemozin  had  stationed 
there  to  interrupt  the  communications  between  the  camps.  He 
arrived,  at  length,  however,  though  bleeding  from  several  wounds. 
His  intelligence,  while  it  reassured  the  Spaniards  as  to  the  gen- 
eral's personal  safety,  was  not  calculated  to  allay  their  uneasiness 
in  other  respects. 

Sandoval,  in  particular,  was  desirous  to  acquaint  himself 
with  the  actual  state  of  things,  and  the  funher  intentions  of 
C^ortds.  Suffering  as  he  was  from  three  woutuls,  which  he  had 
received  in  that  day's  fight,  he  resolved  to  visit  in  person  ihe 
quarters  of  the  commander-in-chief.  It  was  mid-day, — for  the 
busy  scenes  of  the  morning  had  occupied  but  a  few  hours, — 
when  Sandoval  remounted  the  good  sieed,  on  whose  strength 
and  speed  he  knew  he  could  rely.  It  was  a  noble  animal,  well- 
known  throughout  the  army,  and  worthy  of  its  gallant  rider 
whom  it  had  carried,  safo  through  nil  the  long  inarches  and 
bloody    battles  of   the  conquest."     On  the    wav   h<'   f<'ll   in  with 

^^  '*  I'or  a  yo  no  lo  st  a(jui  escriuir  ?}  aoraJ^  mc  pongo  a  |uii  .ir  en  (.lio,  c- 
como  si  visimcmcntf  lo  vicsse,  mas  burluo  /i  dczir,  v  atisi  cs  vcrd.id.  X\  si 
Dios  no  nos  dicra  csfucr^o,  scpun  c^t.uiam(»<<  todos  hi-ridos  ;  cl  nos  salu('>.  q 
dc  otra  rnanera  no  nos  podianios  Ikgar  .^  niiestros  ranchos."  Bcrnal  I)iar. 
Hist,  dc  la  ( '()iu|uista,  cap.  152. 

"  This  renowned  steed,  who  mipht  rival  the  l^abicca  of  the  Cid,  was 
nain*:d  Motilla.  and.  when  one  would  pass  unrpialified  praise  on  a  horse,  he 
would  say,  *'  He  is  as  f^ood  .as  Motilla."  So  savs  that  prince  of  chroniclers, 
Diaz,  who  takes  care  that  neither  beast  nor  mm  shall  he  defrauded  of  his 
fair  guerdon  in  these  campaigns  against  the  infidel.  He  was  of  a  che'tnut 
color,  it  seems,  with  a  st;»r  in  his  forehead,  .ind.  lurkilv  f(»r  his  credit,  with 
•nly  one  foot  whit*-.     Sec  Hist,  de  la  Conquisia,  cap.  H2.  20^ 
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Guatemozin's  scouts,  who  gave  him  chase,  and  showered  around 

him  volleys  of  missiles,  which  fortunately  found  no  vulnerable 
pomt  in  his  own  harness,  or  that  of  his  well-barbed  charger. 

Un  arriving  at  the  camp,  he  found  the  troops  there  much 
worn  and  dispirited  by  the  disaster  of  the  morning.  They  had 
good  reason  to  be  so.  Besides  the  killed,  and  a  long  file  of 
wounded,  sixty-two  Spaniards,  with  a  multitude  of  allies,  had 
fallen  alive  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, — an  enemy  who  was 
never  known  to  spare  a  captive.  The  loss  of  two  field-pieces 
and  seven  horses  crowned  their  own  disgrace  and  the  triumphs 
of  the  Aztecs.  This  loss,  so  insignificant  in  European  warfare, 
wao  a  great  one  here,  where  both  horses  and  artillery,  the  most 
powerful  arms  of  war  against  the  barbarians,  were  not  to  be  pro- 
cured without  the  greatest  cost  and  difficulty.^^ 

Cortes,  it  was  observed,  had  borne  himself  thoughout  this 
trying  day  with  his  usual  intrepidity  and  coolness.  The  only 
time  he  was  seen  to  falter  was  when  the  Mexicans  threw  down 
before  him  the  heads  of  several  Spaniards,  shouting  at  the  same 
time,  "Sandoval,"  "Tonatiuh,"  the  well-known  epithet  of 
Alvarado.  At  the  sight  of  the  gory  trophies,  he  grew  deadly 
pale, — but,  in  a  moment  recovering  his  usual  confidence,  he 
endeavored  to  cheer  up  the  drooping  spirits  of  his  followers. 
It  w^as  with  a  cheerful  countenance,  that  he  now  received  his 
lieutenant ;  but  a  shade  of  sadness  was  visible  through  this 
outward  composure,  showing  how  the  catastrophe  of  \.\\q.  puente 
cuidada^  "  the  sorrowful  bridge,"  as  he  mournfully  called  it,  lay 
heavy  at  his  heart. 

To  the  cavalier's  anxious  inquiries,  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
disaster,  he  replied  :  "  It  is  for  my  sins,  that  it  has  befallen  me, 
son  Sandoval  " ;  for  such  was  the  affectionate  epithet  with  which 
Cortes  often  addressed  his  best-beloved  and  trusty  officer.  He 
then  explained  to  him  the  immediate  cause,  in  the  negligence 
of  the  treasurer.  Further  conversation  followed,  in  which  the 
general  declared  his  purpose  to  forego  active  hostilities  for  a 
few  days.  "You  must  take  my  place,"  he  continued,  "for  I 
am  too  much  crippled  at  present  to  discharge  my  duties.  You 
must  watch  over  the  safety  of  the  camps.  Give  especial  heed 
to  Alvarado's.  He  is  a  gallant  soldier,  I  know  it  well ;  but  I 
doubt  the   Mexican  hounds  may,  some   hour,  take   him  at  dis- 

1^  The  cavaliers  might  be  excused  for  not  wantonly  venturing  their  horses, 
if,  as  Diaz  asserts,  they  could  only  be  replaced  at  an  expense  of  eight  hun- 
dred, or  a  thousand  dollars  apiece.  '' Porque  costaua  en  aquella  sazon  vn 
cauallo  ochocientos  pesos,  y  aun  algunos  costauan  a  mas  de  mil. ''  Hist.  d9 
la  Conquista,  cap.  151.     See  also  Ante,  Book  II.  chap.  3,  note  14 
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advantage."  ^®  These  few  words  showed  the  general's  own  esti- 
mate of  his  two  lieutenants  both  equally  brave  and  chivalrous; 
but  the  one  uniting  with  these  qualities  the  circumspection  so 
essential  to  success  in  perilous  enterprises,  in  which  the  other 
was  signally  deficient.  The  future  conqueror  of  Guatemala  had 
to  gather  wisdom,  as  usual,  from  the  bitter  fruits  of  his  own 
errors.  It  was  under  the  training  of  Cortds  that  he  learned  to 
be  a  soldier. — The  general,  having  concluded  his  instruetions, 
affectionately  embraced  his  lieutenant,  and  dismissed  him  to 
his  quarters. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  he  reached  them;  but  the 
sun  was  still  lingering  above  the  western  hills,  and  poured  his 
beams  wide  over  the  Valley,  lighting  up  the  old  towers  and 
temples  of  Tenochtitlan  with  a  mellow  radiance,  that  little  har- 
monized with  the  dark  scenes  of  strife,  in  which  the  city  had  so 
lately  been  involved.  The  tranquillity  of  the  hour,  however, 
was,  on  a  sudden,  broken  by  the  strange  sounds  of  the  great 
drum  in  the  temple  of  the  war-god, — sounds  which  recalled  the 
noche  trisU,  with  all  its  terrible  images,  to  the  minds  of  the 
Spaniards,  for  that  was  the  only  occasion  on  which  they  had 
ever  heard  them.^^  They  intimated  some  solemn  act  of  religion 
within  the  unhallowed  precincts  of  the  teocalli  \  and  the  soldiers, 
startled  by  the  mournful  vibrations,  which  might  be  heard  for 
leagues  across  the  Valley,  turned  their  eyes  to  the  quarter 
whence  they  proceeded.  They  there  beheld  a  long  procession 
winding  up  the  huge  sides  of  the  pyramid;  for  the  camp  of 
Alvarado  was  pitched  scarcely  a  mile  from  the  city,  and  objects 
are  distmctly  visible,  at  a  great  distance,  in  the  transparent 
atmosphere  of  the  table-land. 

As  the  lon^  file  of  priests  and  warriors  reached  the  flat  sum- 
mit of  the  tt'ocai/i,  the  Spaniards  saw  the  figures  of  several  men 
stripped  to  their  waists,  some  of  whom,  by  the  whiteness  of  their 
skins,  they  recognized  as  their  own  countrymen.  Thev  were  the 
victims  for  sacrifice.  Their  heads  were  gaudily  decorated  with 
coronals  of  plumes,  and  they  carried  fans  in  their  hands.  Thev 
were  urged  along  by  blows,  'and  compelled  to  take  part  in  the 
dances  in  honor  of  the  Aztec  war-god.  The  unfortunate  captives, 
then  stripped  of  their  sad  finery,  were  stretched,  one  after  an- 
other, on  the  great  stone  of   sacrifice.     On  its  convex  surface, 

'"  •*  Mira  purs  veis  que  yo  no  pucdo  ir  h  todas  parfes,  i  vos  os  encomien- 
do  cstos  trabajos.  purs  vcis  f|  cstov  herido  v  coxd  ;  rurgo  os  pongais  cohro 
en  csios  trcs  rc.ilcs  ;  bien  se  q  I'cdro  dr  Alu.Trad(.,  y  sus  Capitanes.  v  solda- 
dos  auran  b.Hall.ulo,  y  herlio  romo  ( .ui.illcros.  mas  temo  el  cran  podcrdeMo* 
perron  no  Ics  avan  drsharatado."      Ibid  ,  cap.  i  ^2. 

»"  "  Vii  aUuilHK  dc  muy  tristc  sonido,  enfin  como  instrumentodr  deraonioi, 
y  retumbaua  tanto,  que  sc  oia  dos,  6  trcs  legAiaa."     Ibid.,  loc.  cit. 
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their  breasts  were  heaved  up  conveniently  for  the  diabolical  pur- 
pose of  the  priestly  executioner,  who  cut  asunder  the  ribs  by  a 
strong  blow  with  his  sharp  razor  of  itztli,  and,  thrusting  his  hand 
into  the  wound,  tore  away  the  heart,  which,  hot  and  reeking,  was 
deposited  on  the  golden  censer  before  the  idol.  The  body  of 
the  slaughtered  victim  was  then  hurled  down  the  steep  stairs  of 
the  pyramid,  which,  it  may  be  remembered,  were  placed  at  the 
same  angle  of  the  pile,  one  flight  below  another  ;  and  the  mutil- 
ated remains  were  gathered  up  by  the  savages  beneath,  who 
soon  prepared  with  them  the  cannibal  repast  which  completed 
the  work  of  abomination  !  ^^ 

We  may  imagine  with  what  sensations  the  stupefied  Spaniards 
must  have  gazed  on  this  horrid  spectacle,  so  near  that  they  could 
almost  recognize  the  persons  of  their  unfortunate  friends,  see  the 
struggles  and  writhing  of  their  bodies,  hear — or  fancy  that  they 
heard — their  screams  of  agony !  yet  so  far  removed,  that  they 
could  render  them  no  assistance.  Their  limbs  trembled  beneath 
them,  as  they  thought  what  might  one  day  be  their  own  fate  ; 
and  the  bravest  among  them,  who  had  hitherto  gone  to  battle,  as 
careless  and  light-hearted,  as  to  the  banquet  or  the  ball-room, 
were  unable,  from  this  time  forward,  to  encounter  their  ferocious 
enemy  without  a  sickening  feeling,  much  akin  to  fear,  coming 
over  them.^^ 

Such  was  not  the  effect  produced  by   this   spectacle  on  the 

18  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib-  33,  cap.  48. 

"  Sacandoles  los  corazones,  sobre  una  piedra  que  era  como  un  pilar  cor- 
tado,  tan  grueso  como  unhombre  y  algo  mas,  y  tan  alto  como  medio  estadio; 
alii  a  cada  uno  echado  de  espaldas  sobre  aquella  piedra,  que  se  llama 
Techcatl,  uno  le  tiraba  por  un  brazo,  y  otro  por  el  otro,  y  tambien  por  las 
piernas  otros  dos,  y  venia  uno  de  aquellos  Satrapas,  con  un  pedernal,  co- 
mo un  hierro  de  lanza  enhastado,  en  un  palo  de  dos  palmos,  de  largo,  le 
daba  un  golpe  con  ambas  manos  en  el  pecho;  y  sacando  aquel  pedernal,  por 
la  misma  llaga  metia  la  mano,  y  arrancabale  el  corazon,  y  luego  fregaba  con 
el  la  boca  del  Idolo;  y  echaba  a  rodar  el  cuerpo  por  las  gradas  abajo,  que 
serian  como  cinquenta  6  sesenta  gradas,  por  alii  abajo  iba  quebrando  las 
piernas  y  los  brazos,  y  dando  cabezasos  con  la  cabeza,  hasta  que  llegaba  abajo 
aun  vivo.''''     Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  35. 

19  At  least,  such  is  the  honest  confession  of  Captain  Diaz,  as  stout-hearted 
a  soldier  as  any  in  the  army.  He  consoles  himself,  however,  with  the  re- 
flection, that  the  tremor  of  his  limbs  intimated  rather  an  excess  of  courage 
than  a  want  of  it,  since  it  arose  from  a  lively  sense  oflhe  great  dangers  into 
which  his  daring  spirit  was  about  to  hurry  him  !  The  passage  in  the  original 
affords  a  good  specimen  of  the  inimitable  7iaivete  of  the  old  chronicler, 
"  Digan  agora  todos  aquellos  caualleros,  que  desto  del  militar  entienden,  y 
se  han  hallado  en  trances  peligrosos  de  muerte,  a  que  fin  echaran  mi  temor, 
si  es  a  mucha  flaqueza  de  animo,  6  a  mucho  esfuer^o,  porque  como  he 
dicho,  sentia  yo  en  mi  pensamiento,  que  auia  de  poner  por  mi  persona, 
batallando  en  parte  que  por  fuer9a  auia  de  temer  la  muerte  mas  que  otros 
vezes,  y  por  esto  me  temblaua  el  cora9on,  y  temia  la  muerte."  Hist,  dt 
]a  Coiiquista,  cap.  156. 
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Mexican  forces,  gathered  at  the  end  of  the  causeway.  Like 
vultures  maddened  by  the  smell  of  distant  carrion,  they  set  up  a 
piercing  cry,  and,  as  they  shouted  that  "  such  would  be  the  fate 
of  all  their  enemies,"  swept  along  in  one  fierce  torrent  over  the 
dike.  But  the  Spaniards  were  not  to  be  taken  by  surprise  ;  and, 
before  the  barbarian  horde  had  come  within  their  lines,  they 
opened  such  a  deadly  fire  from  their  battery  of  heavy  guns,  sup- 
ported by  the  musketry  and  crossbows,  that  the  assailants  were 
compelled  to  fall  back  slowly,  but  fearfully  mangled,  to  theii 
former  position. 

The  five  following  days  passed  away  in  a  state  of  inaction,  ex- 
cept, indeed,  so  far  as  was  necessary  to  repel  the  sorties^  made, 
from  time  to  time,  by  the  militia  of  the  capital.  The  Mexicans, 
elated  with  their  success,  meanwhile,  abandoned  themselves  to 
jubilee  ;  singing,  dancing,  and  feasting  on  the  mangled  relics  of 
their  wretched  victims.  Guatemozin  sent  several  heads  of  the 
Spaniards,  as  well  as  of  the  norses,  rov*:::'^  ^iie  country,  calling  on 
his  old  vassals  to  forsake  the  banners  v  *he  white  men, 
unless  they  would  share  the  doom  of  the  eno*. '""  of  Mexico. 
The  priests  now  cheered  the  young  monarch 'and  the  pv^.  *"''^  with 
the  declaration,  that  the  dread  Huiizilpochtli,  their  offended 
deity,  appeased  by  the  sacrifices  offered  up  on  his  altars,  would 
again  take  the  Aztecs  under  his  protection,  and  deliver  their 
enemies,  before  the  expiration  of  eight  days,  into  their 
hands.*' 

This  comfortable  prediction,  confidently  believed  by  the  Mexi- 
cans, was  thundered  in  the  ears  of  the  besieging  army  in  tones 
of  exuUation  and  defiance.  However  it  may  have  been  con- 
temned by  the  Spaniards,  it  had  a  very  diff'erent  effect  on  their 
allies.  The  latter  had  begun  to  be  disgusted  with  a  service  so 
full  of  peril  and  suffering,  and  already  jirotracted  far  beyond  the 
usual  term  of  Indian  hostilities.  They  had  less  confidence  than 
before  in  the  Spaniards.  Exjjericnce  had  shown  that  they  were 
neither  invincible  nor  immortal,  and  their  recent  reverses  made 
them  even  distrust  the  ability  of  the  C:hristians  to  reduce  the 
Aztec  metropolis.  They  recalled  to  mind  the  ominous  words  of 
Xicotencail,  that  "  so  sacrilegir)us  a  war  could  come  to  no  good 
for  the  peo|)le  of  Anahuac."  They  fell  that  their  arm  was  raised 
against  the  gods  of  their  country.  The  prediction  of  the  oracle 
fell  heavy  on  their  hearts.     They    had   little  doubt  of  its  fulfil- 

*^  Ilerrcra,  Hist,  (icncral,  dec.  3,  lib.  2,  c.i|).  20.  —  IxtlilxochitI,  Vcnida  de 
los  Ksp.,  pp.  41,  42 

'*  V  nos  dc/ian,  que  de  .ii  4  ocho  dias  no  aiiia  dc  (picdar  ninpuno  dr  noso- 
tros  ^  vida,  por(|iic  ?  si  sc  lo  .pjian  proiucndo  U  nochc  antes  huh  1)u)s(s." 
Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  U  Conquista,  cap.  15J. 
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ment,  and  were  only  eager  to  turn  away  the  bolt  from  their  own 
heads  by  a  timely  secession  from  the  cause. 

They  took  advantage,  therefore,  of  the  friendly  cover  of  night 
to  steal  away  from  their  quarters.  Company  after  company  de- 
serted in  this  manner,  taking  the  direction  of  their  respective 
homes.  Those  belonging  to  the  great  towns  of  the  Valley,  whose 
allegiance  was  the  most  recent,  were  the  first  to  cast  it  off. 
Their  example  was  followed  by  the  older  confederates,  the 
militia  of  Cholula,  Tepeaca,  Tezcuco,  and  even  the  faithful 
Tlascala.  There  were,  it  is  true,  some  exceptions  to  these,  and 
among  them,  Ixtlilxochitl,  the  young  lord  of  Tezcuco,  and 
Chichemecatl,  the  valiant  Tlascalan  chieftain,  who,  with  a  few 
of  their  immediate  followers,  still  remained  true  to  the  banner 
under  which  they  had  enlisted.  But  their  number  was  insignifi- 
cant.— The  Spaniards  beheld  with  dismay  the  mighty  array,  on 
which  they  relied  for  support,  thus  silently  melting  away  before 
the  breath  of  superstition.  Cortes  alone  maintained  a  cheerful 
countenence.  He  treated  the  prediction  with  contempt,  as  an 
invention  of  the  priests,  and  sent  his  messengers  after  the  re- 
treating squadrons;  beseeching  them  to  postpone  their  departure, 
or  at  least  to  halt  on  the  road,  till  the  time,  which  would  soon 
elapse,  should  show  the  falsehood  of  the  prophecy. 

The  affairs  of  the  Spaniards,  at  this  crisis,  must  be  confessed 
to  have  worn  a  gloomy  aspect.  Deserted  by  their  allies,  with 
their  ammunition  nearly  exhausted,  cut  off  from  the  customary 
supplies  from  the  neighborhood,  harassed  by  unintermitting 
vigils  and  fatigues,  smarting  under  wounds,  of  which  every  man 
in  the  army  had  his  share,  with  an  unfriendly  country  in  their 
rear,  and  a  mortal  foe  in  front,  they  might  well  be  excused  for 
faltering  in  their  enterprise.  They  found  abundant  occupation 
by  day  in  foraging  the  country,  and  in  maintaining  their  position 
on  the  causeways  against  the  enemy,  now  made  doubly  daring 
by  success,  and  by  the  promises  of  their  priests  ;  while  at  night 
their  slumbers  were  disturbed  by  the  beat  of  the  melancholy 
drum,  the  sounds  of  which,  booming  far  over  the  waters,  tolled 
the  knell  of  their  murdered  comrades.  Night  after  night  fresh 
victims  were  led  up  to  the  great  altar  of  sacrifice  ;  and,  while 
the  city  blazed  with  the  illumination  of  a  thousand  bonfires  on 
the  terraced  roofs  of  the  dwellings,  and  in  the  areas  of  the  tem- 
ples, the  dismal  pageant,  showing  through  the  fiery  glare  like 
the  work  of  the  ministers  of  hell,  was  distinctly  visible  from  the 
camp  below.  One  of  the  last  of  the  sufferers  was  Guzman,  the 
unfortunate  chamberlain  of  Cortes,  who  lingered  in  captivity 
eighteen  days  before  he  met  his  doom.21 

21  Sahagun,  Hist,  de   Nueva  Esp.,    MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  36. — Ixtlilxochitl, 
Vcnidade  los  Esp.,  pp.  41,  42. 
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Yet  in  this  hour  of  trial  the  Spaniards  did  not  falter.  Had 
they  faltered,  they  might  have  learned  a  lesson  of  fortitude  from 
some  of  their  own  wives,  who  continued  with  them  in  the  camp, 
and  who  displayed  a  heroism,  on  this  occasion,  of  which  history 
has  preserved  several  examples.  One  of  these,  protected  by 
her  husband's  armor,  would  frequently  mount  guard  in  his  place, 
when  he  was  wearied.  Another,  hastily  putting  on  a  soldier's 
escaupil,  and  seizing  a  sword  and  lance,  was  seen,  on  one  occa- 
sion, to  rally  their  retreating  countrymen,  and  lead  them  back 
against  the  enemy.  Cortes  would  have  persuaded  these  Ama- 
zonian dames  to  remain  at  Tlascala  ;  but  they  proudly  replied, 
*' It  was  the  duty  of  Castilian  wives  not  to  abandon  their  hus- 
bands in  danger,  but  to  share  it  with  them, — and  die  with  them, 
if  necessary."     And  well  did  ihcy  do  their  duty.^ 

Amidst  all  the  distresses  and  multiplied  embarrassments  of 
their  situation,  the  Spaniards  still  remained  true  to  their  pur- 
pose. They  relaxed  in  no  degree  the  severity  of  the  blockade. 
Their  camps  still  occupied  the  only  avenues  to  the  city;  and 
their  batteries,  sweeping  the  long  defiles  at  every  fresh  assault 
of  the  Aztecs,  mowed  down  hundreds  of  the  assailants.  Their 
brigantines  still  rode  on  the  waters,  cutting  off  the  communica- 
tion with  the  shore.  It  is  true,  indeed,  the  loss  of  the  auxiliary 
canoes  left  a  passage  open  for  the  occasional  introduction  of 
supplies  to  the  capital.^"  IJut  the  whole  amount  of  these  sup- 
plies was  small  ;  and  its  crowded  population,  while  exulting  in 
their  temporary  advantage,  and  the  delusive  assurances  of  their 
priests,  were  beginning  to  sink  under  the  withering  grasp  of  an 
enemy  within,  more  terrible  than  the  one  which  lay  before  their 
gates. 

The  Cvitilian  scholar  will  see  that  I  have  not  drawn  on  my  imagination  for 
the  picture  of  these  horrors.  "  Digamos  aora  lo  que  los  Mcxicanos  hazian 
de  noche  en  sus  grandes,  y  altos  Cues  ;  y  es,  q  tafiian  su  maldito  atanibor,  (juc 
dixe  otra  vez  que  era  el  dc  mas  maldito  sondio,  y  m;is  triste  (i  se  podia   inuctar, 

Lsoiiaua  muy  Icxos  ;  y  tanian  otros  |)C()r<.s  insirumcntos.  En  fin,  cosas  dia- 
)li(:aH,  y  tenia  grandes  liinibrcs,  y  daua  grfuiissimos  gritos,  y  siluos.  y  en 
aquel  instate  estauan  sacrificando  de  nuestros  copaf^cros,  de  los  (|  tomaro 
d  Cortes,  que  siipinios  u  sacrificaron  dicz  dias  arreo,  hasta  que  los  acabaron, 
y  cl  postrcro  dcxarod  Christoual  dc  Citizman,  q  viuo  lo  tuuit^ron  diez  y  ocho 
dias,  scgundixero  tres  Capitancs  Mexicanos  q  prcdfmos."  Hernal  Diaz, 
Hist,  dc  la  Conquista,  cap.  153. 

'-^^  "  Que  no  era  bien,  que  Mugcrcs  Castcllanas  dcxascn  d  suh  Miridos, 
icndo  d  la  CJuerra,  i  que  adondc  cllos  muriescn,  moriiian  cllas."  (Ilcrrcra, 
Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lil).  1,  cap.  22.)  The  historian  has  tmbalnu-d  the 
names  of  several  of  these  heroines  in  his  pages,  who  arc,  dcuibticss.  well 
entitled  to  share  the  honors  of  the  C'ontjucst  ;  Iteatriz  dc  Talacios,  Maria  do 
Lstr.ula,  Jn ma  Martin   IsalKrl  ko<!rigucz,  and  Ucatriz  IJcrmudcz. 

™  Ibid.,  ubi  Huura. 
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Thus  passed  away  the  eight  days  prescribed  by  the  oracle  ; 
and  the  sun,  which  rose  upon  the  ninth,  beheld  the  fair  city  still 
beset  on  every  side  by  the  inexorable  foe.  It  was  a  great  mistake 
of  the  Aztec  priests, — one  not  uncommon  with  false  prophets, 
anxious  to  produce  a  startling  impression  on  their  followers, — 
to  assign  so  short  a  term  for  the  fulfilment  of  their  prediction.^ 

The  Tezcucan  and  Tlascalan  chiefs  now  sent  to  acquaint  their 
troops  with  the  failure  of  the  prophecy,  and  to  ecall 
them  to  the  Christian  camp.  The  Tlascalans,  who  had 
halted,  on  the  way,  returned,  ashamed  of  their  credulity,  and 
with  ancient  feelings  of  animosity,  heightened  by  the  artifice 
of  which  they  had  been  the  dupes.  Their  example  was  followed 
by  many  of  the  other  confederates,  with  the  levity  natural  to  a 
people  whose  convictions  are  the  result,  not  of  reason,  but  of 
superstition.  In  a  short  time  the  Spanish  general  found  himself 
at  the  head  of  an  auxiliary  force,  which,  if  not  so  numerous  as 
before,  was  more  than  adequate  to  all  his  purposes.  He  received 
them  with  politic  benignity ;  and,  while  he  reminded  them  that 
they  had  been  guilty  of  a  great  crime  in  thus  abandoning  their 
commander,  he  was  willing  to  overlook  it  in  consideration  of 
their  past  services.  They  must  be  aware  that  these  services 
were  not  necessary  to  the  Spaniards,  who  had  carried  on  the 
siege  with  the  same  vigor  during  their  absence,  as  when  they 
were  present.  But  he  was  unwilling  that  those,  who  had  shared 
the  dangers  of  the  war  with  him,  should  not  also  partake  its  tri- 

^  And  yet  the  priests  were  not  so  much  to  blame,  if,  as  Solis  assures  us, 
"the  Devil  went  about  very  industriously  in  those  days,  insinuating  into  the 
ears  of  his  flock,  what  he  could  not  into  theilr  hearts."  Conquista,  lib.  5f 
cap.  22. 
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ttmphs,  and  be  present  at  the  fall  of  their  enemy,  which,  lie 
promised,  with  a  confidence  better  founded  than  that  of  tiie 
priests  in  their  prediction,  should  not  be  long  delayed. 

Yet  the  menaces  and  machinations  of  Guatemozin  were  still 
not  without  effect  in  the  distant  provinces.  Before  the  full  re- 
turn of  the  confederates,  Cortes  received  an  embassy  from 
Cuernavaca,  ten  or  twelve  leagues  distant,  and  another  from 
some  friendly  towns  of  the  Otomies,  still  further  off,  imploring 
his  protection  against  their  formidable  neighbors,  who  menaced 
them  with  hostilities,  as  allies  of  the  Spaniards.  As  the  latter 
were  then  situated,  they  were  in  a  condition  to  receive  succor 
much  more  than  to  give  it.^  Most  of  the  officers  were  accord- 
ingly opposed  to  granting  a  request,  the  compliance  wiih  which 
must  still  further  impair  their  diminished  strength.  But  Cortes 
knew  the  importance,  above  all,  of  not  betraying  his  own  inabil- 
ity to  grant  it,  "The  greater  our  weakness,"  he  said,  "the 
greater  need  have  we  to  cover  it  under  a  show  of  strength."* 

He  immediately  detached  Tapiawiih  a  body  of  about  a  hun- 
dred men  in  one  direction,  and  Sandoval  with  a  somewhat  larger 
force  in  the  other,  with  orders  that  their  absence  should  not  in 
any  event  be  prolonged  beyond  ten  days.*  The  two  captains 
executed  their  commission  promptly  and  effectually.  They  each 
met  and  defeated  his  adversary  in  a  pitched  battle  ;  laid  waste 
the  hostile  territories,  and  returned  within  the  time  prescribed. 
They  were  soon  followed  by  ambassadors  from  the  conquered 
places,  soliciting  the  alliance  of  the  Spaniards;  and  the  affair 
terminated  by  an  accession  of  new  confederates,  and,  what  was 
more  important,  a  conviction  in  the  old,  that  the  Spaniards  were 
both  willing  and  competent  to  protect  them. 

Fortune,  who  seldom  dispenses  her  frowns  or  her  favors  single- 
handed,  further  showed  her  good-will  to  the  Spaniards,  at  this 
time,  by  sending  a  vessel  into  Vera  Cruz  laden  with  ammunition 
and  military  stores.  It  was  part  of  the  Heet  destined  for  the 
Florida  coast  by  the  romantic  old  knight,  Ponce  de  Leon.  The 
cargo  was  immediately  taken  by  the  authorities  of  the  port,  and 
forwarded,  without  delay,  to  the  camp,  where  it  arrived  most  sea- 
sonably, as  the  want  of  powder,  in  particular,  had  begun  to  be 

■  "  Y  teniamos  ncccsidad  antes  de  scr  socorridos,  que  de  dar  soconro," 
Rel.  'I'crc.  dc  (Jort^H,  ap.  Lorcnzana,  p.  272, 

*  "  G(jd  knows,"  says  the  j^cncrnl,  "  the  peril  in  which  we  all  stood  ;  pero 
como  nos  ronvrnia  mostrar  mas  esfiier/n  y  Aniiuo.  ^juc  nunca,  iv  morir  pele- 
ando.  disimiil.tl>ani(>H  niiestra  Haijue/a  a»8<  con  Ion  Amigos  como  con  lo» 
Enrmigos."  I  hid.,  p.    275. 

*  Tapia's  force  consisted  of  10  horse  and  80  foot  ;  thcchief  alpnacil,  as  San- 
doval was  htyled,  had  iS  horse  and  100  infantry.  Ibid.,  loc  cit.  — Alio 
Ovicdo,  Hist,  dc  las  Ind  ,  MS.,  lib.  3^,  cap.  a6. 
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seriously  fell.^  With  strength  thus  renovated,  Cortds  determined 
to  resume  active  operations,  but  on  a  plan  widely  differing  from 
that  pursued  before. 

In  the  former  deliberations  on  the  subject,  two  courses,  as  we 
have  seen,  presented  themselves  to  the  general.  One  was,  to 
intrench  himself  in  the  heart  of  the  capital,  and  from  this  point 
carry  on  hostilities  ;  the  other  was  the  mode  of  proceeding  hith- 
erto followed.  Both  were  open  to  serious  objections,  which  he 
hoped  would  be  obviated  by  the  one  now  adopted.  This  was, 
to  advance  no  step  without  securing  the  entire  safety  of  the  army, 
not  only  on  its  immediate  retreat,  but  in  its  future  inroads. 
Every  breach  in  the  causeway,  every  canal  in  the  streets,  was  to 
be  filled  up  in  so  solid  a  manner,  that  the  work  should  not  be 
again  disturbed.  The  materials  for  this  were  to  be  furnished  by 
the  buildings,  every  one  of  which,  as  the  army  advanced,  whether 
public  or  private,  hut,  temple,  or  palace,  was  to  be  demolished  ! 
Not  a  building  in  their  path  was  to  be  spared.  They  were  all 
indiscriminately  to  be  levelled,  until,  in  the  Conqueror's  own 
language,  "the  water  should  be  converted  into  dry  land,"  and  a 
smooth  and  open  ground  be  afforded  for  the  manoeuvres  of  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  !  ^ 

Cortes  came  to  this  terrible  determination  with  great  diffi- 
culty. He  sincerely  desired  to  spare  the  city,  "  the  most  beauti- 
ful thing  in  the  world,"  ^  as  he  enthusiastically  styles  it,  and 
which  would  have  formed  the  most  glorious  trophy  of  his  con- 
quest. But,  in  a  place,  where  every  house  was  a  fortress,  and 
every  street  was  cut  up  by  canals  so  embarrassing  to  his  move- 
ments, experience  proved  it  was  vain  to  think  of  doing  so,  and 
becoming  master  of  it.  There  was  as  little  hope  of  a  peaceful 
accommodation  with  the  Aztecs,  who,  so  far  from  being  broken 
by  all  they  had  hitherto  endured,  and  the  long  perspective  of 

'**  Polvora  y  Ballestas,  de  que  teniamos  muy  estrema  necesidad."  (Rel. 
fere,  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  278.)  It  was  probably  the  expedition  in 
which  Ponce  de  Leon  lost  his  life  :  an  expedition  to  the  very  land  which  the 
chivalrous  cavalier  had  himself  first  visited  in  quest  of  the  Fountain  of 
Health.  The  story  is  pleasantly  told  by  Irving,  as  the  reader  may  remem- 
ber, in  his  "Companions  of  Columbus." 

^  The  calm  and  simple  manner,  in  which  the  Conquistador^  as  usual,  states 
this  in  his  Commentaries,  has  something  appalling  in  it  from  its  very  simpli- 
city. *'  Acorde  de  tomar  un  medio  para  nuestra  seguridad,  y  para  poder 
mas  estrechar  a  los  Enemigos;  y  fue  que  como  fuessemos  ganando  por  las 
Calles  de  la  Ciudad,  que  fuessen  derrocando  todas  las  Casas  de  ellas,  del 
un  lado,  y  del  otro;  por  manera,  que  no  fuessemos  un  paso  adelante,  sin  lo 
dejar  todo  solado,  y  lo  que  era  Agua,  hacerlo  Tierra-firme,  aunque  hobiesse 
toda  la  dilacion,  que  se  pudiesse  seguir."     Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  279^ 

'  '*  Pnrque  era  la  mas  hermosa  cosa  del  Mundo."     Ibid.,  p.  278. 
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future  woes,  showed  a  spirit  as  haughty  and  implacable  as 
ever.® 

The  general's  intentions  were  learned  by  the  Indian  allieg 
with  unbounded  satisfaction  ;  and  they  answered  his  call  for  aid 
by  thousands  of  pioneers,  armed  with  their  coas^  or  hoes  of  the 
country,  all  testifying  the  greatest  alacrity  in  helping  on  the  work 
of  destruction.®  In  a  short  time  the  breaches  in  the  great  cause- 
ways were  filled  up  so  effectually  that  they  were  never  again  mo- 
lested. Cortes,  himself,  set  the  example  by  carrying  stones  and 
timber  with  his  own  hands. ^  The  buildings  in  the  suburbs  were 
then  thoroughly  levelled,  the  canals  were  filled  up  with  the  rul> 
bish,  and  a  wide  space  around  the  city  was  thrown  open  to  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  cavalry,  who  swept  over  it  free  and  unresisted. 
The  Mexicans  did  not  look  with  indifference  on  these  prepara- 
tions to  lay  waste  their  town,  and  leave  them  bare  and  unpro- 
tected against  the  enemy.  They  made  incessant  efforts  to  im- 
pede the  labors  of  the  besiegers  ,  but  the  latter,  under  cover  of 
their  guns,  wiiich  kept  up  an  unintermittingfire,  still  advanced  in 
the  work  of  desolation." 

The  gleam  of  fortune,  which  had  so  lately  broken  out  on  the 
Mexicans,  again  disappeared  ;  and  the  dark  mist,  after  having 
been  raised  for  a  moment,  settled  on  the  doomed  capital  more 
heavily  than  before.  Famine,  with  all  her  hideous  train  of  woes, 
was  making  rapid  strides  among  its  accumulated  population. 
The  stores  [)rovided  for  the  siege  were  exhausted.  The  casual 
supply  of  human  victims,  or  that  obtained  by  some  straggling 
pirogue  from  the  neighboring  shores,  was  too  inconsiderable  to 
be  widely  ftlt.'"^     Some  forced  a  scanty  sustenance  from  a  mu- 

*  **  Mas  antes  en  el  pelcar,  y  en  todos  sus  ardides,  los  hallabamos  con  mas 
Animo,  que  nunca."      ll)id.,  p.  279. 

^  Yet  wc  shall  hardly  credit  the  Tczcucan  historian's  assertion,  that  a  hun- 
dicd  thousand   Indians   flocked  to  tiic  camp   (or   this  purpose  1     *' X'iniesen 

tod»js  los  labr.idores  con  suscoas  para  cstc  cfecto  con  toda  brevedad: 

llegarr>n  mas  da  cicn  mil  de  ellosy     Ixtlilxochitl,  Vcnida  de  los  Esp.,  p.  42. 

*"  Hernal  Di.iz,  Hist,  de  la  Coiujuista,  cap.  153. 

"  Saha^un  who  gathered  the  story  from  the  actors,  and  from  the  aspect  of 
the  scene,  l)eforc  the  devastation  had  been  wholly  repaired,  writes  with  tho 
animati(>r\  of  an  cvc-witncss.  "  La  punra  por  ac;ua  y  por  tierra  fuc  tan  por 
fiada  y  tan  s.inRrientn,  (|uc  era  esnanto  de  vcrl;i,  v  no  hay  posil)ilidad,  para 
dccir  las  particularidadcs  (|uc  pasaoan;  eran  tancspcsas  lassactas,  y  dardos, 
V  pi*  dras,  \  palos,  que  so  arroiavaii  los  unos  a  l"s  otros.  (pic  quitavan  la 
claridad  del  sol;  era  tan  prandc  la  voccr  (a,  y  prita,  de  hombrcs  y  mugercs,  y 
niftos  que  voceaban  y  lloraban,  que  era  c:osa  dcgrima;  era  tan  grande  la  pol- 
varcda,  y  niido,  en  aerrocar  y  cpicmar  casxs,  y  robar  lo  que  en  cllas  habia,  y 
cautivar  niRos  y  mugercs,  qui fnirecia  unjuicio  Hist,  de  Nucva  Esp.,  MS., 
lib.  1 2,  cap.  3S. 

"  The  flesh  of  thr  Christians  failrd  to  afford  them  cvrn  the  rustomary 
nourishment,  since  the   Mexican;!  laid  it  was  intolerably  bitter;  a  niiiavlci 
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cilaginous  substance,  gathered  in  small  quantities  on  the  surface 
of  the  lake  and  canals.-^^  Others  appeased  the  cravings  of  appe- 
tite by  devouring  rats,  lizards,  and  the  like  loathsome  reptiles, 
which  had  not  yet  deserted  the  starving  city.  Its  days  seemed 
to  be  already  numbered.  But  the  page  of  history  has  many  an 
example,  to  show  that  there  are  no  limits  to  the  endurance  of 
which  humanity  is  capable,  when  animated  by  hatred  and  de- 
spair. 

With  the  sword  thus  suspended  over  it,  the  Spanish  com- 
mander, desirous  to  make  one  more  effort  to  save  the  capital, 
persuaded  three  Aztec  nobles,  taken  in  one  of  the  late  actions, 
to  bear  a  message  from  him  to  Guatemozin  ;  though  they  un- 
dertook it  with  reluctance,  for  fear  of  the  consequences  to  them- 
selves. Cortes  told  the  emperor,  that  all  had  now  been  done 
that  brave  men  could  do  in  defence  of  their  country.  There  re- 
mained no  hope,  no  chance  of  escape,  for  the  Mexicans.  Their 
provisions  were  exhausted;  their  communications  were  cut  off; 
their  vassals  had  deserted  them  ;  even  their  gods  had  betrayed 
them.  They  stood  alone,  with  the  nations  of  Anahuac  banded 
against  them.  There  was  no  hope,  but  in  immediate  surrender. 
He  besought  the  young  monarch  to  take  compassion  on  his 
brave  subjects,  who  were  daily  perishing  before  his  eyes ;  and 
on  the  fair  city,  whose  stately  buildings  were  fast  crumbling  into 
ruins.  "  Return  to  the  allegiance,"  he  concludes,  "  which  you 
once  proffered  to  the  sovereign  of  Castile.  The  past  shall  be 
forgotten.  The  persons  :nd  property,  in  short,  all  the  rights,  of 
the  Aztecs  shall  be  respected.  You  shall  be  confirmed  in  your 
authority,  and  Spain  will  once  more  take  your  city  under  her 
protection."^* 

The  eye  of  the  young  monarch  kindled,  and  his  dark  cheek 
flushed  with  sudden  anger,  as  he  listened  to  proposals  so  humil- 
iating. But,  though  his  bosom  glowed  with  the  fiery  temper  of 
the  Indian,  he  had  the  qualities  of  a  '*  gentle  cavalier,"  says  one 
of  his  enemies,  who  knew  him  well.^  He  did  no  harm  to  the  en 
voys ;  but,  after  the  heat  of  the  moment  had  passed  off,  he  gave 
the  matter  a  calm  consideration,  and  called  a  council  of  his  wise 
men  and  warriors  to  deliberate  upon  it.     Some  were  for  accept- 

considered  by  Captain  Diaz,  as  expressly  wrought  for  this  occasion.  Ibid., 
cap.  153. 

^3  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 

When  dried  in  the  sun,  this  slimy  deposit  had  a  flavor  not  unlike  that  of 
cheese,  and  formed  part  of  the  food  of  the  poorer  classes  at  all  times,  accord- 
ing to  Clavigero.     Stor.  del  Messico,  torn.  2,  p.  222. 

"  Bernal  Diaz,  Ibid.,  cap.  154, 

*^  *'  Mas  como  el  Gautemuz  era  m3.x\ctbOj  y  muy  genttl-hombrg  y  de  buent 
dlisposicion."    Ibid.,  loc.  cit. 
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Ing  the  proposals,  as  ofTering  the  only  chance  of  preservation. 
But  the  priests  took  a  different  view  of  the  matter.  They  knew 
that  the  ruin  of  their  own  order  must  follow  the  triumph  of 
Christianity.  "Peace  was  good,"  they  said,  "but  not  with  the 
white  men.'*  They  reminded  Guatemozin  of  the  fate  of  his 
uncle  Montezuma,  and  the  requital  he  had  met  with  for  all  his 
hospitality ;  of  the  seizure  and  imprisonment  of  Cacama,  the 
cacique  of  Tezcuco  ;  of  the  massacre  of  the  nobles  by  Alvarado  ; 
of  the  insatiable  avarice  of  the  invaders,  which  had  stripped  the 
country  of  its  treasures  ;  of  their  profanation  of  the  temples  ,•  of 
the  injuries  and  insults  which  they  had  heaped  without  measure 
on  the  people  and  their  religion.  "  Better,"  they  said,  "  to  trust 
in  the  promises  of  their  own  gods,  who  had  so  long  watched  over 
the  nation.  Better,  if  need  be,  give  up  our  lives  at  once  for  our 
country,  than  drag  them  out  in  slavery  and  suffering  among  the 
false  strangers."  ^ 

The  eloquence  of  the  priests,  artfully  touching  the  various 
wrongs  of  his  people,  roused  the  hot  blood  of  Guatemozin. 
"Since  it  is  so,"  he  abruptly  exclaimed,  "let  us  think  only  of 
supplying  the  wants  of  the  people.  Let  no  man,  henceforth,  who 
values  his  life,  talk  of  surrender.  We  can  at  least  die  like  war- 
riors." " 

The  Spaniards  waited  two  days  for  the  answer  to  their  em- 
bassy. At  length,  it  came  in  a  general  sortie  of  the  Mexicans, 
who,  pouring  through  every  gate  of  the  capital,  like  a  river  that 
has  burst  its  banks,  swept  on,  wave  uj^on  wave,  to  the  very  in- 
trenchments  of  the  besiegers,  threatening  to  overwhchn  them  by 
their  numbers  1  Fortunately,  the  position  of  the  latter  on  the 
dikes  secured  their  flanks,  and  the  narrowness  of  the  defile  gave 
their  small  battery  of  guns  all  the  advantages  of  a  larger  one. 
The  fire  pf  artillery  and  musketry  blazed  without  intermission 
along  the  several  causeways,  belching  forth  volumes  of  sulphur- 
ous smoke,  that,  rolling  heavily  over  the  waters,  settled  dark 
around  the  Indian  city,  and  hid  it  from  the  surrounding  coun- 
try. The  bri'j^antinos  thundered,  at  the  same  time,  on  the  f.anks 
of  the  columns,  which,  after  some  ineffectual  efforts  to  main- 

**  **  Mira  iirimero  I0  que  nuestros  Dioscs  tc  han  promctido,  tom.i  bucn 
conscjo  Rolirc  t-Uo  y  no  ic  (ks  cic  M.ilim.lic,  iii  dc  bus  p.iialir;us,  (jnc  luas  vale 
que  t<  en  cM.i  ciui  niuio,  (|Ucno  vcrnos  en  potler  dc  quif 

nos  h:i.  ,  y  no8  atorn  1  "     Ibid-,  ubi  supra, 

"  "  Y  cntoncrs  r1  Gu.itemnz  ractHo  enojado  les  dixo;  Purs  assi  quereit 
que  sen.  pnarfl.icl  mucho  el  mni/.  y  hastimentos  que  tnicinoR,  y  rouramot 
todofs  pcleando:  v  desHc  aqiif  nflrl.mte  ningnno  tea  cw.ido  A  me  dcmandar 
paxrs,  si  no  yo  el  matarc:  y  alH  t^'los  prom''ti<*ron  i\t!  pclcar  nocbct,  y  dia^ 
y  Kiorir  en  ia  defcnsa  dc  ku  ciudad.'^  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 
Vol.  'i  ^b'XICO     l'^ 
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tain  themselves,  rolled  back  in  wild  confusion,  till  their  impotent 
fury  died  away  in  sullen  murmurs  within  the  capital. 

Cortes  now  steadily  pursued  the  plan  he  had  laid  down  for 
the  devastation  of  the  city.  Day  after  day  the  several  armies 
entered  by  their  respective  quarters  ;  Sandoval  probably  direct- 
ing his  operations  against  the  north-eastern  district.  The  build- 
ings, made  of  the  porous  teizontli,  though  generally  low,  were  so 
massy  and  extensive,  and  the  canals  were  so  numerous,  that 
their  progress  was  necessarily  slow.  They,  however,  gathered 
fresh  accessions  of  strength  every  day  from  the  numbers  who 
flocked  to  the  camp  from  the  surrounding  country,  and  who 
joined  in  the  work  of  destruction  with  a  hearty  good-wi]l,  which 
showed  their  eagerness  to  break  the  detested  yoke  of  the  Aztecs. 
The  latter  raged  with  impotent  anger,  as  they  beheld  their  lord- 
ly edifices,  their  temples,  all  they  had  been  accustomed  to  ven- 
erate, thus  ruthlessly  swept  away  ;  their  canals,  constructed  with 
so  much  labor,  and  what  to  them  seemed  science,  filled  up  with 
rubbish  ;  their  flourishing  city,  in  short,  turned  into  a  desert, 
over  which  the  insulting  foe  now  rode  triumphant.  They  heaped 
many  a  taunt  on  the  Indian  allies.  "  Goon,"  they  said,  bitterly ; 
"  the  more  you  destroy,  the  more  you  will  have  to  build  up  again 
hereafter.  If  we  conquer,  you  shall  build  for  us  ;  and,  if  your 
white  friends  conquer,  they  will  make  you  do  as  much  for 
them."  ^     The  event  justified  the  prediction. 

In  their  rage  they  rushed  blindly  on  the  corps  which  covered 
the  Indian  pioneers.  But  they  were  as  often  driven  back  by  the 
impetuous  charge  of  the  cavalry,  or  received  on  the  long  pikes 
of  Chinantla,  which  did  good  service  to  the  besiegers  in  their 
operations.  At  the  close  of  day,  however,  when  the  Spaniards 
drew  off  their  forces,  taking  care  to  send  the  multitudinous  host 
of  confederates  first  from  the  ground,  the  Mexicans  usually 
rallied  for  a  more  formidable  attack.  Then  they  poured  out 
from  every  lane  and  by-way,  like  so  many  mountain  streams, 
sweeping  over  the  broad  level  cleared  by  the  enemy,  and  falling 
impetuously  on  their  flanks  and  rear.  At  such  times,  they  in- 
flicted considerable  loss  in  their  turn,  till  an  ambush,  which 
Cortes  laid  for  them  among  the  buildings  adjoining  the  great 
temple,  did  them  so  much  mischief,  that  they  were  compelled  to 
act  with  more  reserve. 

At  times  the  war  displayed  something  of  a  chivalrous  charac- 

■  **  Los  de  la  Ciudad  como  veian  tanto  estrago,  por  esforzarse,  decian  i 
nuestros  Amigos,  que  no  ficiessen  sino  quemar,  y  destruir,  que  ellos  se  las 
harian  tornar  a  hacer  de  nuevo,  porque  si  ellos  eran  vencedores,  ya  ellos 
sabian,  que  habia  de  ser  assi,  y  si  no,  que  las  habiande  hacer  para  nosotros." 
Hel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap,  Lorenzana,  p.  286, 
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tcr,  in  the  personal  rencontres  of  the  combatants.  Challenges 
passed  between  them,  and  especially  between  the  native  war- 
riors. These  combats  were  usually  conducted  on  the  azoieas, 
whose  broad  and  level  surface  afforded  a  good  field  of  fight. 
On  one  occasion,  a  Mexican  of  powerful  frame,  brandishing  a 
sword  and  buckler,  which  he  had  won  from  the  Christians,  de- 
fied his  enemies  to  meet  him  in  single  fight.  A  young  page  of 
Cortds*,  named  Nunez,  obtained  his  master's  permission  to  ac- 
cept the  vaunting  challenge  of  the  Aztec  ;  and,  springing  on  the 
azotea,  succeeded  after  a  hard  struggle  in  discomfiting  his  an- 
tagonist, who  fought  at  a  disadvantage  with  weapons  in  which  he 
was  unpractised,  and,  running  him  through  the  body,  brought  off 
the  spoils  in  triumph,  and  laid  them  at  the  generaFs  feet.^ 

The  division  of  Cortds  had  now  worked  its  way  as  far  north 
as  the  great  street  of  Tacuba,  which  opened  a  communication 
with  Alvarado's  camp,  and  near  which  stood  the  palace  of  Gua- 
temozin.  It  was  a  spacious  stone  pile,  that  might  well  be  called 
a  fortress.  Though  deserted  by  its  royal  master,  it  was  held  by 
a  strong  body  of  Aztecs,  who  made  a  temporary  defence,  but  of 
little  avail  against  the  battering  enginery  of  the  besiegers.  It 
was  soon  set  on  fire,  and  its  crumbling  walls  were  levelled  in  the 
dust,  like  those  other  stately  edifices  of  the  capital,  the  boast 
and  admiration  of  the  Aztecs,  and  some  of  the  fairest  fruits  of 
their  civilization.  "  It  was  a  sad  thing  to  witness  their  destruc- 
tion," exclaims  Cortes  ;  *'  but  it  was  part  of  our  plan  of  opera- 
tions, and  we  had  no  alternative,"* 

These  operations  had  consumed  several  weeks,  so  that  it  was 
now  drawing  towards  the  latter  part  of  July.  During  this  time, 
the  blockade  had  been  maintained  with  the  utmost  rigor,  and  the 
wretciied  inhabitants  were  suffering  all  the  extremities  of  fam- 
ine. Some  few  stragglers  were  taken,  from  time  to  time,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Christian  camp,  whither  they  had  wan- 
dered in  search  of  food.  They  were  kindly  treated  oy command 
of  Cortds,  who  was  in  hopes  to  induce  others  to  follow  their 
example,  and  thus  to  afford  a  means  of  conciliating  the  inhabi- 
tants, which  might  open  the  way  to  their  submission.  But  few 
were  found  willing  to  leave  the  shelter  of  the  capital,  and  they 
preferred  to  take  their  chance  with  their  suffering  countrymen, 
rather  than  trust  themselves  to  the  mercies  of  the  besiegers. 

*•  Ihid.,  pp.  282-284.— Hcrrcra.  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  i.  cap.  22, 
lib,  2,  cap.  2.— (iomara,  Cronica.  cap.  140. — Ovicdo,  Iiist.de  las  Ind.,  MS., 
lib.  33,  cap.  28.      Ixtlilxochlll,  Vcnida  dc  Ion  I.sp.,  p.  43. 

''^  "  No  se  rntcndi6  tino  en  cjucmar,  v  hallanar  Casas,  que  eralistima 
cierto  de  lo  ver;  prro  como  no  nns  convenia  hacer  otra  coaa,  eramoa  forxad# 
SCguir  aquella  6rden."     Ibid.  p.  2^ 
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From  these  few  stragglers,  however,  the  Spaniards  heard  i 
dismal  tale  of  woe,  respecting  the  crowded  population  in  the 
interior  of  the  city.  All  the  ordinary  means  of  sustenance  had 
long  since  failed,  and  they  now  supported  life  as  they  could,  by 
means  of  such  roots  as  they  could  dig  from  the  earth,  by  gnaw- 
ing the  bark  of  trees,  by  feeding  on  the  grass, — on  anything,  in 
short,  however  loathsome,  that  could  allay  the  craving  of  appe- 
tite. Their  only  drink  was  the  brackish  water  of  the  soil,  satu- 
rated with  the  salt  lake.^  Under  this  unwholesome  diet,  and 
the  diseases  engendered  by  it,  the  population  was  gradually 
wasting  away.  Men  sickened  and  died  every  day,  in  all  the  ex- 
cruciating torments  produced  by  hunger,  and  the  wan  and  ema- 
ciated survivors  seemed  only  to  be  waiting  for  their  time. 

The  Spaniards  had  visible  confirmation  of  all  this,  as  they 
penetrated  deeper  into  the  city  and  approached  the  district  of 
Tlatelolco,  now  occupied  by  the  besieged.  They  found  the 
ground  turned  up  in  quest  of  roots  and  weeds,  the  trees  stripped 
of  their  green  stems,  their  foliage  and  their  bark.  Troops  of 
famished  Indians  flitted  in  the  distance,  gliding  like  ghosts 
among  the  scenes  of  their  former  residence.  Dead  bodies  lay 
unburied  in  the  streets  and  courtyards,  or  filled  up  the  canals. 
It  was  a  sure  sign  of  the  extremity  of  the  Aztecs ;  for  they  held 
the  burial  of  the  dead  as  a  solemn  and  imperative  duty.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  siege,  they  had  religiously  attended  to  it.  In 
its  later  stages,  they  were  still  careful  to  withdraw  the  dead  from 
the  public  eye,  by  bringing  their  remains  within  the  houses. 
But  the  number  of  these,  and  their  own  sufferings,  had  now  so 
fearfully  increased,  that  they  had  grown  indifferent  to  this,  and 
they  suffered  their  friends  and  their  kinsmen  to  lie  and  moulder 
on  the  spot  where  they  drew  their  last  breath  !  '^^ 

As  the  invaders  entered  the  dwellings,  a  more  appalling  spec- 
tacle presented  itself ; — the   floors  covered  with  the  prostrate 

^  "  No  tenian  aguaduke  para  beber,  ni  para  de  ninguna  tnanera  de  corcer; 
bebian  del  agua  salada  y  hedionda,  comian  ratones  y  lagartijas,  y  cortezas  de 
drboles,  y  otras  cosas  no  comestibles;  y  de  esta  causa  enfermaron  muchos,  y 
murieron  muchos."  Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  39— 
Also  Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  289. 

22  *' Y  es  verdad  y  juro  amen,  que  toda  la  laguna,  y  casas.  y  barbacoas 
estauan  llenas  de  cuerpos,  y  cabegas  de  hombres  muertos  que  yo  nose  deque 
manera  loescriua."(Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  156.)  Clavigera 
considers  that  it  was  a  scheme  of  the  Mexicans  to  leave  the  dead  unburied, 
in  order  that  the  stench  might  annoy  and  drive  off  the  Spaniards.  (Stor. 
del  Messico,  torn.  HI.  p.  231,  nota.  But  this  policy  would  have  operated 
much  more  to  the  detriment  of  the  besieged  than  of  the  besiegers,  whose 
presence  in  the  capital  was  but  transitory.  It  is  much  more  natural  to  refei 
it  to  the  same  cause  which  has  led  to  a  similar  conduct  under  similar  OP 
cumstances  elsewhere,  whether  occasioned  by  pestilence  or  famine. 
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forms  of  the  miserable  inmates,  some  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
others  festering  in  their  corruption  ;  men,  women,  and  children, 
inhaling  the  poisonous  atmosphere,  and  mingled  promiscuously 
together ;  mothers,  with  their  infants  in  their  arms  perishing  erf 
hunger  before  their  eyes,  while  they  were  unable  to  afford  them 
the  nourishment  of  nature  ;  men  crippled  by  their  wounds,  with 
their  bodies  frightfully  mangled,  vainly  attempting  to  crawl 
away,  as  the  enemy  entered.  Yet,  even  in  this  state,  they  scorned 
to  ask  for  mercy,  and  glared  on  the  invaders  with  the  sullen 
ferocity  of  the  wounded  tiger,  that  the  huntsmen  have  tracked 
to  his  forest  cave.  The  Spanish  commander  issued  strict  orders 
that  mercy  should  be  shown  to  these  poor  and  disabled  victims. 
But  the  Indian  allies  made  no  distinction.  An  Aztec,  under 
whatever  circumstances,  was  an  enemy ;  and,  with  hideous 
shouts  of  triumph,  they  pulled  down  the  burning  buildings  on 
their  heads,  consuming  the  living  and  the  dead  in  one  common 
funeral  pile  ! 

Yet  the  sufferings  of  the  Aztecs,  terrible  as  they  were,  did  not 
Incline  them  to  submission.  There  were  many,  indeed,  who, 
from  greater  strength  of  constitution,  or  from  the  more  favor- 
able circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed,  still  showed  all 
their  wonted  energy  of  body  and  mind,  and  maintained  the  same 
undaunted  and  resolute  demeanor  as  before.  They  fiercely  re- 
jected all  the  overtures  of  Cortes,  declaring  they  would  rather 
die  than  surrender,  and  adding,  with  a  bitter  tone  of  exultation, 
that  the  invaders  would  be  at  least  disappointed  in  their  expecta- 
tions of  treasure,  for  it  was  buried  where  they  could  never  find 
It!  23 

Thr  women,  it  is  said,  shared  in  this  desperate — it  should 
rather  be  called  heroic — spirit.  They  were  indefatigable  in 
nursing  the  sick,  and  dressing  their  wounds  ;  they  aided  the 
warriors  in  battle,  by  supplying  them  with  the  Indian  ammu- 
nition of  stones  and  arrows,  prepared  their  slings,  stnmg  their 
bows,  and  displayed,  in  short,  all  the  constancy  and  courage 
shown  by  the  noble  maidens  of  Saragossa  in  our  day,  and  by 
those  of  Carthage  in  the  days  of  antiquity.^ 

*"  Gonzalo  dc  l.is  Casas,  Defcnsa,  MS.,  cap.  28. — Martyr,  De  Orbe  Novo, 
dec.  c,  cap.  8 — Iztlilxochitl,  Vcnida  dc  los  Rsp.,  v.  45. — Rcl.  Terc.  dc 
Cortes, ap.  Lorcnzana,  p.  289. — Ovicdo,  Hist,  dc  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap 
79. 

**  '*  Miirhas  cosas  acaccic'rnn  en  cste  ccrco,  qur  r ntrr  otrns  pencracitonra 
entnbieran  discantadas  €  tcnida.s  en  mucho,  en  cs|>ccial  dc  las  Mugcrcs  dc 
Tcmixtitan,  dc  nuien  nint^una  menci<in  sc  ha  fcch<».  Y  soy  crrtificado,  nue 
fu^  ( Msa  maravillosa  y  para  espantar,  vcrla  prontitud  y  conslanria  que  tooi- 
<ron  en  scrvir  &  sus  maridos,  y  en  rnrar  los  hcridos,  k  en  cl  labrar  dr  las 
piedras  para  lf>«i  (inc  tir  ihan  ron  hnnrlan.  ^  cx\  <)frns  oficios  para  mas  qot 
mugercs.**     Ovieao,   Hist,  de  las  liul.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  48. 
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Cortds  had  now  entered  one  of  the  great  avenues  leading  to 
the  market-place  of  Tlatelolco,  the  quarter  towards  which  the 
movements  of  Alvarado  were  also  directed.  A  single  canal 
only  lay  in  his  way,  but  this  was  of  great  width  and  stoutly  de- 
fended by  the  Mexican  archery.  At  this  crisis,  the  army  one 
evening,  while  in  their  entrenchments  on  the  causeway,  were 
surprised  by  an  uncommon  light,  that  arose  from  the  huge  teo 
calli  in  that  part  of  the  city,  which,  being  at  the  north,  was  the 
most  distant  from  their  own  position.  This  temple,  dedicated 
to  the  dread  war-god,  was  inferior  only  to  the  pyramid  in  the 
great  square  ;  and  on  it  the  Spaniards  had  more  than  once  seen 
their  unhappy  countrymen  led  to  slaughter.  They  now  sup- 
posed that  the  enemy  were  employed  in  some  of  their  diabolical 
ceremonies,  when  the  flame,  mounting  higher  and  higher,  showed 
that  the  sanctuaries  themselves  were  on  fire.  A  shout  of  ex- 
ultation at  the  sight  broke  forth  from  the  assembled  soldiers, 
as  they  assured  one  another  that  their  countrymen  under  Alva- 
rado had  got  possession  of  the  building. 

It  was  indeed  true.  That  gallant  officer,  whose  position  on 
the  western  causeway  placed  him  near  the  district  of  Tlatelolco, 
had  obeyed  his  commander's  instructions  to  the  letter,  razing 
every  building  to  the  ground  in  his  progress,  and  filling  up  the 
ditches  with  their  ruins.  He,  at  length,  found  himself  before 
the  great  teocalli'm.  the  neighborhood  of  the  market.  He  ordered 
a  company,  under  a  cavalier  named  Gutierre  de  Badajoz,  to 
storm  the  place,  which  was  defended  by  a  body  of  warriors, 
mingled  with  priests,  still  more  wild  and  ferocious  than  the 
soldiery.  The  garrison,  rushing  down  the  wmding  terraces,  fell 
on  the  assailants  with  such  fury,  as  compelled  them  to  retreat  in 
confusion,  and  with  some  loss.  Alvarado  ordered  another  de- 
tachment to  their  support.  This  last  was  engaged,  at  the  mo- 
ment, with  a  body  of  Aztecs,  who  hung  on  its  rear  as  it  wound 
up  the  galleries  of  the  teocalU.  Thus  hemmed  in  between  two 
enemies,  above  and  below,  the  position  of  the  Spaniards  was 
critical.  With  sword  and  buckler,  they  plunged  desperately  on 
the  ascending  Mexicans,  and  drove  them  into  the  courtyard  be- 
low, where  Alvarado  plied  them  with  such  lively  volleys  of  mus- 
ketry, as  soon  threw  them  into  disorder  and  compelled  them  to 
abandon  the  ground.  Being  thus  rid  of  annoyance  in  the  rear, 
the  Spaniards  returned  to  the  charge.  They  drove  the  enemy 
up  the  heights  of  the  pyramid,  and,  reaching  the  broad  summit, 
a  fierce  encounter  followed  in  mid-air, — such  an  encounter  as 
takes  place  where  death  is  the  certain  consequence  of  defeat 
It  ended,  as  usual,  in  the  discomfiture  of  the  Aztecs,  who  wera 
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either  slaughtered  on  the  spot  still  wet  with. the  blood  of  theii 
own  victims,  or  pitched  headlong  down  the  sides  of  the  pyramid. 

The  area  was  covered  with  the  various  symbols  of  the  bar- 
barous worship  of  the  country,  and  with  two  lofty  sanctuaries,  be- 
fore whose  grinning  idols  were  displayed  the  heads  of  several 
Christian  captives,  who  had  been  immolated  on  their  altars. 
Although  overgrown  by  their  long,  matted  hair  and  bushy  beards, 
the  Spaniards  could  recognize,  in  the  livid  countenances,  their 
comrades  who  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Tears 
fell  from  their  eyes,  as  they  gazed  on  the  melancholy  spectacle, 
and  thought  of  the  hideous  death  which  their  countrymen  had 
suffered.  They  removed  the  sad  relics  with  decent  care,  and  after 
the  Conquest  deposited  them  in  consecrated  ground  on  a  spot 
since  covered  by  the  Church  of  the  Martyrs.^^ 

'I'hey  completed  their  work  by  firing  the  sanctuaries,  that  the 
place  might  be  no  more  polluted  by  these  abominable  rites.  The 
flame  crept  slowly  up  the  lofty  pinnacles,  in  which  stone  was 
mingled  with  wood  till,  at  length,  bursting  into  one  bright  blaze, 
it  shot  up  its  spiral  volume  to  such  a  height,  that  it  was  seen 
from  the  most  distant  quarters  of  the  Valley.  It  was  this  which 
had  been  hailed  by  the  soldiery  of  Cortes,  and  it  served  as  the 
beacon-light  to  both  friend  and  foe,  intimating  the  progress  of 
the  Christian  arms. 

The  commander-in-chief  and  his  division,  animated  by  the 
spectacle,  made,  in  their  entrance  on  the  following  day,  more 
determined  efforts  to  place  themselves  alongside  of  their  com- 
panions under  Alvarado.  The  broad  canal,  above  noticed  as  the 
only  impediment  now  lying  in  his  way,  was  to  be  traversed  ;  and 
on  the  further  side  the  emaciated  figures  of  the  Aztec  warriors 
were  gathered  in  numbers  to  dispute  the  passage,  like  the 
gloomy  shades  that  wander — as  ancient  poets  tell  us^-on  the 
banks  of  the  infernal  river.  They  poured  down,  however,  a 
storm  of  missiles,  which  were  no  shades,  on  the  heads  of  the  In- 
dian laborers,  while  occupied  with  filling  up  the  wide  gap  with 
the  ruins  of  the  surrounding  buildings.  Still  they  toiled  on  in  de- 
fiance of  the  arrowy  shower,  fresh  numbers  taking  the  place  of 
those  who  fell.  And  when  at  length  the  work  was  completed, 
the  cavalry  rode  over  the  rough  plain  at  full  charge  against  the 
enemy,  followed  by  the  deep  arrav  of  spearmen,  who  bore  down 
all  opposition  with  their  invincible  phalanx. 

The  Spaninrds  now  found  themselves  on  the  snme  ground 
with  Alvarado's  division.     Soon  afterwards,  that  chief,  attended 

•OvieHo,  W'ssX.  fir  l.is    TnH.,  MS..  Hh.  j"^,  c.np.  ?o. — Bcrn.il   l>inr.    Hist 
dc   1.1  (lonquista,   cap.    155. — Rcl   Terc   dc  Cortes,    ap.     Lorcnzana,  pp^ 

»87-28<). 
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by  several  of  his  staff,  rode  into  their  lines,  and  cordially  em- 
braced  his  countrymen  and  companions  in  arms,  for  the  first 
time  since  the  beginning  of  the  siege.  They  were  now  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  market.  Cortes,  taking  with  him  a  few  of 
his  cavaliers,  galloped  into  it.  It  was  a  vast  inclosure,  as  the 
reader  has  already  seen,  covering  many  an  acre,^  Its  dimen- 
sions were  suited  to  the  immense  multitudes  who  gathered  there 
from  all  parts  of  the  Valley  in  the  flourishing  days  of  the  Aztec 
monarchy.  It  was  surrounded  by  porticos  and  pavilions  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  artisans  and  traders,  who  there  displayed 
their  various  fabrics  and  articles  of  merchandise.  The  flat  roofs 
of  the  piazzas  were  now  covered  with  crowds  of  men  and  women 
who  gazed  in  silent  dismay  on  the  steel-clad  horsemen,  that 
profaned  these  precincts  with  their  presence,  for  the  first  time 
since  their  expulsion  from  the  capital.  The  multitude,  com^ 
posed,  for  the  most  part,  probably,  of  unarmed  citizens, 
seemed  taken  by  surprise  ;  at  least,  they  made  no  show  of  resist- 
ance ;  and  the  general,  after  leisurely  viewing  the  ground,  was 
permitted  to  ride  back  unmolested  to  the  army. 

On  arriving  there  he  ascended  the  teocalli,  from  which  the 
standard  of  Castile,  supplanting  the  memorials  of  Aztec  super- 
stition, was  now  triumphantly  floating.  The  Conqueror,  as  he 
strode  among  the  smoking  embers  on  the  summit,  calmly  survey- 
ed the  scene  of  desolation  below.  The  palaces,  the  temples,  the 
busy  marts  of  industry  and  trade,  the  glittering  canals,  covered 
with  their  rich  freights  from  the  surrounding  country,  the  royal 
pomp  of  groves  and  gardens,  all  the  splendors  of  the  imperial 
city,  the  capital  of  the  Western  World,  forever  gone, — and  in  their 
place  a  barren  wilderness  !  How  different  the  spectacle  which 
the  year  before  had  met  his  eye,  as  it  wandered  over  the  same 
scenes  from  the  heights  of  the  neighboring  teocalli,  with  Montezu- 
ma at  his  side  !  Seven  eighths  of  the  city  were  laid  in  ruins,  with 
the  occasional  exception,  perhaps,  of  some  colossal  temple,  that  it 
would  have  required  too  much  time  to  demolish.^"^  The  remain- 
Ante,  Vol.  TI.  p.  404. 

The  tiangziez  still  continued  of  great  dimensions,  though  with  faded  mag- 
nificence, after  the  Conquest,  when  it  is  thus  noticed  by  father  Sahagun. 
"Entraron  en  la  plaza  6  Tianguez  de  este  Tlaltilulco  (lugar  muy  espadioso 
mucho  mas  de  lo  que  ahora  es)  el  cual  se  podia  llamar  emporio  de  toda  esta 
nueva  Espafia :  al  cual  venian  a  tratar  gentes  de  toda  esta  nueva  Espana, 
y  aun  de  los  Reinos  a  ella  contiguos,  y  donde  se  vendian  y  compraban  todas 
cuantas  cosas  hay  en  toda  esta  tierra,  y  en  los  Reinos  de  Quahtimalla  y 
Xalisco,  (cosa  cierto  mucho  de  ver, )  yo  lo  vi  por  muchos  afios  morando  en 
esta  Casa  del  Sefior  Santiago,  aunque  ya  no  era  tanto  como  antes  de  la  Con- 
quista."     Hist,  de  Nueva    Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  37. 

2^  ''  E  yojnire  dende  aquella  Torre,  lo  que  teniamos  ganado  de  la  CiudsLftf 
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ing  eighth,  comprehending  the  district  of  Tlatelolco,  was  all  that 
now  remained  to  the  Aztecs,  whose  population — still  large  after 
all  its  losses — w^as  crowded  into  a  compass  that  would  hardly 
have  afforded  accommodations  for  a  third  of  their  numbers.  It 
was  the  quarter  lying  between  the  great  northern  and  western 
causeways,  and  is  recognized  in  the  modern  capital  as  the  Bar- 
rio de  San  Jago  and  its  vicinity.  It  was  the  favorite  residence 
of  the  Indians  after  the  Conquest,'®  though  at  the  present  day 
thinly  covered  with  humble  dwellings,  forming  the  straggling 
suburbs,  as  it  were,  of  the  metropolis.  Yet  it  still  affords  some 
faint  vestiges  of  what  it  was  in  its  prouder  days  ;  and  the  curious 
antiquary,  and  occasionally  the  laborer,  as  he  turns  up  the  soil, 
encounters  a  glittering  fragment  of  obsidian,  or  the  mouldering 
head  of  a  lance,  or  arrow,  or  some  other  warlike  relic,  attesting 
that  on  this  spot  the  retreating  Aztecs  made  their  last  stand  for 
the   independence  of  their  country.'"® 

On  the  day  following,  Cones,  at  the  head  of  his  battalions, 
made  a  second  entry  into  the  great  tianguez.  But  this  time  the 
Mexicans  were  better  prepared  for  his  coming.  They  were  as- 
sembled in  considerable  force  in  the  spacious  square.  A  sharp 
encounter  followed  ;  but  it  was  short.  Their  strength  was  not 
equal  to  their  spirit,  and  they  melted  away  before  the  rolling  fire 
of  musketry,  and  left  the  Spaniards  masters  of  the  enclosure. 

The  first  act  was  to  set  fire  to  some  temples  of  no  great  size 
within  the  market-place,  or  more  probably  on  its  borders.  As 
the  llames  ascended,  the  Aztecs,  horror-struck,  broke  forth  into 
piteous  lamentations  at  the  destruction  of  the  deities  on  whom 
they  relied  for  protection.* 

The  general's  next  step  was  at  the  suggestion  of  a  soldier 
named  Sotelo,  a  man  who  had  served  under  the  Great  Captain 
in  the  Italian  wars,  where  he  professed  to  have  gathered  knowl- 

que  sin  diida  dc  ocho  partes  tcniamos  ganado  las  slete."  Rcl.  Terc.  de 
Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzaiia,  p.  280. 

2"  roril)io.  Hist,  dc  los  Ind. .  MS.,  Parte  3,  cap.  7. 

The  remains  of  the  ancient  fcjundations  may  still  be  discerned  in  this  quar- 
tcr,  while  in  every  other  ettatn  pfrirre  rutfitr  ! 

'*  Hustamantc,  the  Mexican  editor  of  Sahapun,  mentions  that  he  has  now 
in  his  possession  several  of  these  military  snoils.  "  Toda  la  llanura  del  Saiv 
tuarici  de  niiestra  SeRora  dc  los  Angeles  y  de  Santiago  Tlaltilolco  sc  vc  scm- 
brada  de  fraRmcntos  dc  lanzas  Cf)rlantes,  dc  macanas,  y  flechas  dc  picdra  otv- 
•idiana,  de  <|iie  usal)an  los  Mexican(»s  6  sea  C'hinapos,  y  yo  he  rccoj^ido  no 
pocos  que  conscrvo  en  mi  podcr."     Hist,  dc  Niieva  Ksp.,  lib.   12.  nota  21. 

■^  **  Y  como  comcnz<'>  .i  ardcr,  Icvant/)se  una  llama  tan  alta  que  parecia 
llcj^.ir  al  cicio,  al  cspccticulo  dc  esta  qucma,  tcnlus  los  hombres  y  mu_i;cres 
que  se  habian  acogido  d  las  ticndas  que  crrcaban  tixlo  cl  Tianguez  comcnza- 
ron  a  Ilorar  a  voz  en  grito,  que  fue  c«>sa  dc  c.Hpanto  oirlos  ;  porque  (piemado 
•qiirl  dclubro  satiniro  Iucro  rntrndicrfm  (pjr  hal)ian  de  »er  del  toflo  dcsirui* 
dos  y  robados."     Sahagun,  Mist,  dc  Nucva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  37. 
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edge  of  the  science  of  engineering,  as  it  was  then  practised 
He  offered  his  services  to  construct  a  sort  of  catapult,  a  machine 
for  discharging  stones  of  great  size,  which  might  take  the  place 
of  the  regular  battering-train,  in  demolishing  the  buildings.  As 
the  ammunition,  notwithstanding  the  liberal  supplies,  which, 
from  time  to  time,  had  found  their  way  into  the  camp,  now  be- 
gan to  fail,  Cortes  eagerly  acceded  to  a  proposal  so  well  suited 
to  his  exigences.  Timber  and  stones  were  furnished,  and  a 
number  of  hands  were  employed,  under  the  direction  of  the  self- 
styled  engineer,  in  constructing  the  ponderous  apparatus,  which 
was  erected  on  a  solid  platform  of  masonry,  thirty  spaces  square, 
and  seven  or  eight  feet  high,  that  covered  the  centre  of  the 
market-place.  It  was  the  work  of  the  Aztec  princes,  and  was 
used  as  a  scaffolding,  on  which  mountebanks  and  jugglers  might 
exhibit  their  marvellous  feats  for  the  amusement  of  the  populace, 
who  took  great  delight  in  these  performances.^^ 

The  erection  of  the  machine  consumed  several  days,  during 
which  hostilities  were  suspended,  while  the  artisans  were  pro- 
tected from  interruption  by  a  strong  corps  of  infantry.  At  length 
the  work  was  completed  ;  and  the  besieged,  who,  with  silent  awe, 
had  beheld  from  the  neighboring  azoteas  the  progress  of  the  mys- 
terious engine,  which  was  to  lay  the  remainder  of  their  capital  in 
ruins,  now  looked  with  terror  for  its  operation.  A  stone  of  huge 
size  was  deposited  on  the  timber.  The  machinery  was  set  in 
motion ;  and  the  rocky  fragment  was  discharged  with  a  tremen- 
dous force  from  the  catapult.  But,  instead  of  taking  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Aztec  buildings,  it  rose  high  and  perpendicularly  into 
the  air,  and,  descending  whence  it  sprung,  broke  the  ill-omened 
machine  into  splinters  !  It  was  a  total  failure.  The  Aztecs 
were  released  from  their  apprehensions,  and  the  soldiery  made 
many  a  merry  jest  on  the  catastrophe,  somewhat  at  the  expense 
of  their  commander,  who  testified  no  little  vexation  at  the  disap- 
pointment, and  still  more  at  his  own  credulity .^^ 

31  Vestiges  of  the  work  are  still  visible,  according  to  M.  de  Humboldt, 
within  the  limits  of  the  porch  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Jago.  Essai  Politique, 
torn.  II.  p.  44. 

35^  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap,  155. — Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap. 
Lorenzana,  p.  290. — Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Espana,MS.,  iib,  12,  cap.  37. 
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1521. 

There  was  no  occasion  to  resort  to  artificial  means  to  precipi- 
tate the  ruin  of  the  Aztecs.  It  was  accelerated  every  hour  by 
causes  more  potent  than  those  arising  from  mere  human  agency. 
There  they  were, — pent  up  in  their  close  and  suffocating  quarters, 
nobles,  commoners,  and  slaves,  men,  women,  and  children,  some 
in  houses,  more  frequently  in  hovels, — for  this  part  of  the  city 
was  not  the  best, — others  in  the  open  air  in  canoes,  or  in  the 
streets,  shivering  in  the  cold  rains  of  night,  and  scorched  by  the 
burning  heat  of  day.^  An  old  chronicler  mentions  the  fact  of 
two  women  of  rank  remaining  three  days  and  nights  up  to  their 
necks  in  the  water  among  the  reeds,  with  only  a  handful  of  maize 
for  their  support."'^  Tiie  ordinary  means  of  sustaining  life  were 
long  since  gone.  They  wandered  about  in  search  of  any  thing, 
however  unwholesome  or  revoltinc:,  that  might  mitigate  the  fierce 
gnawings  of  hunger.  Some  hunted  for  insects  and  worms  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake,  or  gathered  the  salt  weeds  and  moss  from 
its  bottom,  while  at  times  they  might  be  seen  casting  a  wistful 
look  at  the  green  hills  beyond,  which  many  of  them  had  left  to 
share  the  fate  of  their  brethren  in  the  capital. 

To  their  credit,  it  is  said  by  the  Spanish  writers,  that  they 
were  not  driven,  in  their  extremity,  to  violate  the  laws  of  nature 
by  feeding  on  one  another.^     IJut  unhappily  this  is  contradicted 

*  •'  Estaban  los  tristcs  Mcjicanos,  homhres  y  mugcres,  nifios  y  niR.is,  vie- 
jo9  y  vicjas,  heridosv  cnfcrnios  ci\  iiii  Iii^;ir  l)icn  cstrccho,  y  l)ccn  ajtrclado* 
108  linos  con  los  otro5,  v  con  praiidfsirna  falta  do  hasiiincntos,  y  al  calor 
del  Sol,  y  al  frio  de  la  noche,  y  cada  hora  cspcrando  la  niucrtc.''  Sahamin, 
Hisf.  fie  Niieva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  ;;o- 

"^  Torqnemada  had  the  anecdote  from  a  nephew  of  one  of  the  Indian  m*- 
tronn,  then  a  verv  old  man  himnrlf,  Nfonarch,  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  102. 

■  Ibid.,  ubi  supra.  —  Hrrtial  Diaz.  Hist.de  la  Conquiita,  cap.  156. 
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by  the  Indian  authorities,  who  state  that  many  a  mother,  in  hef 
agony,  devoured  the  offspring  which  she  had  no  longer  the 
means  of  supporting.  This  is  recorded  of  more  than  one  siege 
in  history  ;  and  it  is  the  more  probable  here,  where  the  sensi- 
bilities must  have  been  blunted  by  familiarity  with  the  brutal 
practices  of  the  national  superstition.* 

But  all  was  not  sufficient,  and  hundreds  of  famished  wretches 
died  every  day  from  extremity  of  suffering.  Some  dragged  them- 
selves into  the  houses,  and  drew  their  last  breath  alone,  and  in 
silence.  Others  sank  down  in  the  public  streets.  Wherever,  they 
died,  there  they  were  left.  There  was  no  one  to  bury,  or  to  re- 
move them.  Familiarity  with  the  spectacle  made  men  indifferent 
to  it.  The}'-  looked  on  in  dumb  despair,  waiting  for  their  own 
turn.  There  was  no  complaint,  no  lamentation,  but  deep,  un- 
utterable woe. 

If  in  other  quarters  of  the  town  the  corpses  might  be  seen 
scattered  over  the  streets,  here  they  were  gathered  in  heaps. 
"  They  lay  so  thick,"  says  Bernal  Diaz,  "  that  one  could  not 
tread  except  among  the  bodies."^  *'A  man  could  not  set  his 
foot  down,"  says  Cortes,  yet  more  strongly,  "unless  on  the 
corpse  of  an  Indian  !  "  ®  They  were  piled  one  upon  another,  the 
living  mingled  with  the  dead.  They  stretched  themselves  on  the 
bodies  of  their  friends,  and  lay  down  to  sleep  there.  Death  was 
evervwhere.  The  citv  was  a  vast  charnel-house,  in  which  all  was 
hastening  to  decay  and  decomposition.  A  poisonous  steam 
arose  from  the  mass  of  putrefaction,  under  the  action  of  altei 
nate  rain  and  heat,  which  so  tainted  the  whole  atmosphere,  that 
the  Spaniards,  including  the  general  himself,  in  their  brief  visits 
to  the  quarter,  were  made  ill  by  it,  and  it  bred  a  pestilence  that 
swept  off  even  greater  numbers  than  the  famine.' 

*  "  De  ios  nifios,  no  quedo  nadie,  que  las  mismas  madres  y  padres  los 
comian  (que  era  gran  lastima  de  ver,  y  mayormente  de  sufrir)."  (Sahagun, 
Hist  de  Nueva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  39.)  The  historian  derived  his  ac- 
counts from  the  Mexicans  themselves,  soon  after  the  event. — One  is  reminded 
of  the  terrible  denunciations  of  Moses  :  "  The  tender  and  delicate  woman 
among  you,  which  would  not  adventure  to  set  the  sole  of  her  foot  upon  the 

ground  for  delicateness  and  tenderness,  her  eye  shall  be  evil  toward 

her  children  which  she  shall  bear  ;  for  she  shall  eat  them,  for  want  of  all 
things,  secretly,  in  the  siege  and  straitness  wherewith  thine  enemy  shall  dis- 
tress thee  in  thy  gates."     Deuteronomy,  chap.   28,  vs.  56,  57. 

^  "  No  podiamos  andar  sino  entre  cuerpos,  y  cabe9as  de  Indios  muertos." 
Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  156. 

^  "  No  tenian  donde  estar  sino  sobre  los  cuerpos  muertos  de  los  suyos." 
Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  291. 

"  Bernal  Diaz,  Ibid,,  ubi  supra. — Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  2, 
cap.  8.  —Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  41. — Gonzalo  dc 
Las  Casas,  Defensa,  MS.,  cap.  28. 
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Men's  minds  were  unsettled  by  these  strange  and  accumulated 
horrors.  They  resorted  to  all  the  superstitious  rites  prescribed 
by  their  religion,  to  stay  the  pestilence.  They  called  on  theii 
priests  to  invoke  the  gods  in  their  behalf.  But  the  oracles  were 
dumb,  or  gave  only  gloomy  responses.  Their  deities  had  deserted 
them,  and  in  their  place  they  saw  signs  of  celestial  wrath,  telling 
of  still  greater  woes  in  reserve.  Many,  after  the  siege,  declared, 
that,  among  other  prodigies,  they  beheld  a  stream  of  light,  of  a 
blood-red  color,  coming  from  the  north  in  the  direction  of  Tepe- 
jacac,  with  a  rushing  noise,  like  that  of  a  whirlwind,  which  swept 
round  the  district  of  Tlatelolco,  darting  out  sparkles  and  flakes 
of  fire,  till  it  shot  far  into  the  centre  of  the  lake  !  ®  In  the  dis- 
ordered state  of  their  nerves,  a  mysterious  fear  took  possession 
of  their  senses.  Prodigies  were  of  familiar  occurrence,  and  the 
most  familiar  phenomena  of  nature  were  converted  into  pro- 
digies.® Stunned  by  their  calamities,  reason  was  bewildered,  and 
they  became  the  sport  of  the  wildest  and  most  superstitious 
fancies. 

In  the  midst  of  these  awful  scenes,  the  young  emperor  of  the 
Aztecs  remained,  according  to  all  accounts,  calm  and  courage- 
ous. With  his  fair  capital  laid  in  ruins  before  his  eyes,  his  no- 
bles and  faithful  subjects  dying  around  him,  his  territory  rent 
away,  foot  by  foot,  till  scarce  enough  remained  for  him  to  stand 
on,  he  rejected  every  invitation  to  capitulate,  and  showed  the 
same  indomitable  spirit,  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  siege. 
When  Corttis,  in  the  hope  that  the  extremities  of  the  besieged 
would  incline  them  to  listen  to  an  accommodation,  persuaded  a 
Tioble  prisoner  to  bear  to  Guatemozin  his  p-oposals  to  that 
effect ;  the  fierce  young  monarch,  according  to  the  general,  or- 
dered him  at  once  to  be  sacrificed.^^  It  is  a  Spaniard,  we  must 
remember,  who  tells  the  story. 

Cortes,  who  had  suspended  hostilities  for  a  few  days,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  the  distresses  of  the  Mexicans  would  bend  them 
to  submission,  now  determined  to  drive  them  to  it  b\  a  general 

^  "  Vx\  torhclUno  dc  fiicgo  como  sanprc  cmbuclto  en  br.isas  v  eii  ccntcllas, 

?uc  paitia  dc  hacia  Tcpcacac  (que  cs  dondc  csla  ahor.i  S.mt.i  Maria  dc 
Jiiarlalnpc)  y  fii(f  hacicndo  gran  ruido,  hacia  donde  cstaban  acorralados  lot 
Mcjicanos  y  Tlaltilulcanos  ;  y  di6  una  vucha  i);«ra  cnrcdcdor  dc  cllos,  y  no 
diccn  si  Io«  cnipcci6  algo,  sino  que  hal)irndo  d;ulo  afjurlla  vuclta,  »c  entr6 
por  la  Inpuna  adclantc  ;  y  alll  desapareci6.*'  Sahagun,  Hist,  dc  Nucva  Esp., 
MS.,  Ill),  i.r,  v:\]^.  4r>. 

®  *'  Inrlinatis  ad  rrcdrndum  animis,"  says  the  philns^phir  Roman  histo- 
rian, *' loco  ominum  ctiatn  fortuita."     Taciltis,  Hist.,  lih.  2,  sec.  i. 

V*  "  Y  como  lo  llevAron  dclante  de  (Juatimucin  su  Sffior,  y  <fl  le  comrnt6 
A  hablar  sobre  la  Paz,  disquc  lucgo  lo  mando  matar  y  sacrificar."  Rel.  Tcrc, 
ap.  Ixircnzana,  p.  293. 
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assault.  Cooped  up,  as  they  were,  within  a  narrow  quarter  of 
the  city,  their  position  favored  such  an  attempt,  He  commanded 
Alvarado  to  hold  himself  in  readiness,  and  directed  Sandoval — ■ 
who,  besides  the  causeway,  had  charge  of  the  fleet,  which  lay 
off  the  Tlatelolcan  district — to  support  the  attack  by  a  cannon- 
ade  on  the  houses  near  the  water.  He  then  led  his  forces  into 
the  city,  or  rather  across  the  horrid  waste  that  now  encircled  it. 

On  entering  the  Indian  precincts,  he  was  met  by  several  of  the 
chiefs,  who,  stretching  forth  their  emaciated  arms,  exclaimed, 
"  You  are  the  children  of  the  Sun.  But  the  Sun  is  swift  in  his 
course.  Why  are  you,  then,  so  tardy  ?  Why  do  you  delay  so 
long  to  put  an  end  to  our  miseries  ?  Rather  kill  us  at  once,  that 
we  may  go  to  our  god  Huitzilopochtli,  who  waits  for  us  in  heaven 
to  give  us  rest  from  our  sufferings  !  "  ^^ 

Cortes  was  moved  by  their  piteous  appeal,  and  answered,  that 
he  desired  not  their  death,  but  their  submission.  "  Why  does 
your  master  refuse  to  treat  with  me,"  he  said,  "  when  a  single 
hour  will  suffice  for  me  to  crush  him  and  all  his  people  ?"  He 
then  urged  them  to  request  Guatemozin  to  confer  with  him,  with 
the  assurance  that  he  might  do  it  in  safety,  as  his  person  should 
not  be  molested. 

The  nobles,  after  some  persuasion,  undertook  the  mission  ; 
and  it  was  received  by  the  young  monarch  in  a  manner  which 
showed — if  the  anecdote  before  related  of  him  be  true — that 
misfortune  had,  at  length,  asserted  some  power  over  his  haughty 
spirit.  He  consented  to  the  interview,  though  not  to  have  it 
take  place  on  that  day,  but  the  following,  in  the  great  square  of 
Tlatelolco.  Cortes,  well  satisfied,  immediately  withdrew  from 
the  city,  and  resumed  his  position  on  the  causeway. 

The  next  morning  he  presented  himself  at  the  place  appointed, 
having  previously  stationed  Alvarado  there  with  a  strong  corps 
of  infantry,  to  guard  against  treachery.  The  stone  platform  in 
the  centre  of  the  square  was  covered  with  mats  and  carpets,  and 
a  banquet  was  prepared  to  refresh  the  famished  monarch  and 
his  nobles.  Having  made  these  arrangements,  he  awaited  the 
hour  of  the  interview. 

But  Guatemozin,  instead  of  appearing  himself,  sent  his  nobles, 
the  same  who  had  brought  to  him  the  general's  invitation,  and 
who  now  excused  their  master's  absence  on  the  plea  of  illness. 
Cortes,  though  disappointed,  gave  a  courteous  reception  to  the 

^^  "  Que  pues  ellos  me  tenian  por  Hijo  del  Sol,  y  el  Sol  en  tanta  brevadad 
como  era  en  un  dia  y  una  noche  daba  vuelta  a  todo  el  Mundo,  que  porque  yo 
assi  brevemente  no  los  acababa  de  matar,  y  los  quitaba  de  penar  tanto.  por- 
que ya  ellos  tenian  deseos  de  morir,  y  irse  al  Cielo  para  su  Ochilobus,  [Huit- 
ailopochtli,]  que  los  estaba  esperando  para  de&cansar."     Ibid.,  p.  J92. 
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envoys,  considering  that  it  might  still  afford  the  means  of  open 
ing  a  communication  with  the  emperor.  He  persuaded  them, 
without  much  entreaty,  to  partake  of  tiie  good  cheer  spread  be- 
fore them,  which  they  did  with  a  voracity  that  told  how  severe 
had  been  their  abstinence.  He  then  dismissed  them  with  a 
seasonable  supply  of  provisions  for  their  master,  pressing  him 
to  consent  to  an  interview,  without  which  it  was  impossible  their 
differences  could  be  adjusted. 

The  Indian  envoys  returned  in  a  short  time,  bearing  with 
them  a  present  of  fine  cotton  fabrics,  of  no  great  value,  from 
Guatemozin,  who  still  declined  to  meet  the  Spanish  general. 
Cortes,  though  deeply  chagrined,  was  unwilling  to  give  up  the 
point.  *'  He  will  surely  come,"  he  said  to  the  envoys,  "  when 
he  sees  that  I  suffer  you  to  go  and  come  unharmed,  you  who 
have  been  my  steady  enemies,  no  less  than  himself,  throughout 
the  war.  He  has  nothing  to  fear  from  me."  ^  He  again  parted 
with  them,  promising  to  receive  their  answer  the  following  day. 

On  the  next  morning,  the  Aztec  chiefs,  entering  the  Christian 
quarters,  announced  to  Cortes  that  Guatemozin  would  confer 
with  him  at  noon  in  the  market-place.  The  general  was  punct- 
ual at  the  hour;  but  without  success.  Neither  monarch,  nor 
ministers  appeared  there.  It  was  plain  that  the  Indian  prince 
did  not  care  to  trust  the  promises  of  his  enemy.  A  thought  of 
Montezuma  may  have  passed  across  his  mind.  After  he  had 
waited  three  hours  the  general's  patience  was  exhausted,  and,  as 
he  learned  that  the  Mexicans  were  busy  in  preparations  for  de- 
fence, he  made  immediate  dispositions  for  the  assault. ^^ 

The  confederates  had  been  left  without  the  walls,  for  he  did 
not  care  to  bring  them  in  sight  of  the  quarrv,  before  he  was 
ready  to  slip  the  leash.  He  now  ordered  them  to  join  him  ;  and 
supported  by  Alvarado's  division,  marched  at  once  into  the  ene- 
my's quarters.  He  found  them  prepared  to  receive  him.  Their 
most  able-bodied  warriors  were  thrown  into  the  van,  covering 
their  feeble  and  crippled  comrades.     Women  were  seen  occa- 

'*  *'  V  yo  Ics  tome  a  rcpelir.  (|uc  no  sabia  la  causa,  porcjue  el  sc  recel.iba 
vcnir  ante  inf,  i)ues  vcia  (|uc  a  cllos,  (|iic  vo  sahia  q  habiaii  sido  los  cau'ia- 
dorcs  i)rincij)alcs  de  la  Gucrra,  y  c|uc  la  hahian  sustciuado,  Ics  hacia  bucn 
traiainicnio,  <juc  los  dcjaha  ir,  y  vcnir  scguramcntc,  sin  rccibir  cnojo  alguno; 
fjuc  Ics  rogaba,  (iiie  le  tornasscn  d  hablar,  y  mirasscn  murho  en  csto  dc  su 
vcnida,  pucs  d  fl  le  convcni.a,  y  yo  lo  hacia  p«>r  su  provccho."  Ibid.,  pp. 
394.  2f)5. 

'**  I  he  testimony  is  most  cni|)hatic  and  uncf|uivocal  to  those  repeated  effoits 
on  the  part  of  Cortes  to  bring  the  Aztecs  praccablv  to  terms.  Hesides  his 
own  Letter  to  the  Emperor,  see  Tlcrn.il  I)iaz.  cap.  151;,  —  Ilcrrrra,  I  list. 
(icneral,  lib.  2,  cap.  6,  7, — Torcjuemada,  Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  Ifx),— 
Ixtlilxochitl,  Vcnida  dc  los  Esp.,  pp.  44-48, — Ovicdo  Hist,  dc  las  Ind,  MS., 
lih.  ZZ^  cap.  29,  30. 
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sionally  mingling  in  the  ranks,  and,  as  well  as  children,  thronged 
the  azoteas,  where,  with  famine-stricken  visages,  and  haggard 
eyes,  they  scowled  defiance  and  hatred  on  their  invaders. 

As  the  Spaniards  advanced,  the  Mexicans  set  up  a  fierce  war 
cry,  and  sent  off  clouds  of  arrows  with  their  accustomed  spirit, 
while  the  women  and  boys  rained  down  darts  and  stones  from 
their  elevated  position  on  the  terraces.  But  the  missiles  were 
sent  by  hands  too  feeble  to  do  much  damage ;  and,  when  the 
squadrons  closed,  the  loss  of  strength  became  still  more  sensible 
in  the  Aztecs.  Their  blows  fell  feebly  and  with  doubtful  aim, 
though  some,  it  is  true,  of  stronger  constitution,  or  gathering 
strength  from  despair,  maintained  to  the  last  a  desperate  fight. 

The  arquebusiers  now  poured  in  a  deadly  fire.  The  brigan 
tines  replied  by  successive  volleys,  in  the  opposite  quarter.  The 
besieged,  hemmed  in,  like  deer  surrounded  by  the  huntsmen, 
were  brought  down  on  every  side.  The  carnage  was  horrible. 
The  ground  was  heaped  up  with  slain,  until  the  maddened  com- 
batants were  obliged  to  climb  over  the  human  mounds  to  get  a 
one  another.  The  mirv  soil  was  saturated  with  blood,  which 
ran  off  like  water,  and  dyed  the  canals  themselves  with  crim- 
son.-^* All  w^as  uproar  and  terrible  confusion.  The  hideous 
yells  of  the  barbarians  ;  the  oaths  and  execrations  of  the  Span- 
iards ;  the  cries  of  the  wounded ;  the  shrieks  of  women  and 
children ;  the  heavy  blows  of  the  Conquerors ;  the  death-strug- 
gle of  their  victims;  the  rapid,  reverberating  echoes  of  musket- 
ry ;  the  hissing  of  innumerable  missiles  ;  the  crash  and  crack- 
ling of  blazing  buildings,  crushing  hundreds  in  their  ruins;  the 
blinding  volumes  of  dust  and  sulphurous  smoke  shrouding  all  in 
their  gloomy  canopy, — made  a  scene  appalling  even  to  the  sol- 
diers of  Cortds,  steeled  as  they  were  by  many  a  rough  passage 
of  war,  and  by  long  familiarity  with  blood  and  violence.  "  The 
piteous  cries  of  the  women  and  children,  in  particular,"  says  the 
general,  "  were  enough  to  break  one's  heart."  ^^  He  commanded 
that  they  should  be  spared  and  that  all,  who  asked  it,  should 
receive  quarter.  He  particularly  urged  this  on  the  confederates, 
and  placed  men  among  them  to  restrain  their  violence. ^^     But  he 

^*  "  Corrian  Arroios  de  Sangre  por  las  Calles,  como  pueden  correr  de 
Aojua,  quando  llueve  y  con  impetu,  y  fuer9a."  Torquemada,  Monarch, 
Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  103. 

1^  "  Era  tanta  la  grita,  y  lloro  de  los  Ninos,  y  Mugeres,  que  no  habia 
Persona,  a  quien  no  quebrantasse  el  corazon,"  (Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana, 
p.  296.)  They  were  a  rash  and  stiff-necked  race,  exclaims  his  reverend  editor, 
the  archbishop,  with  a  charitable  commentary  !  "  Getis  durae  cervicis  gens 
cbsque  consilio.^^     Nota. 

1^  "  Como  la  gente  de  la  Cibdad  se  salia  a  los  nuestros,  habia  el  general 
provefdo,  que  por  todas  las  calles  estubiesen  Espanoles  para  estorvar  &  log 
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had  set  an  engine  in  motion  too  terrible  to  be  controlled.  It  were 
as  eafty  to  curb  the  hurricane  in  its  fury,  as  the  passions  of  an 
infuriated  horde  of  savages.  *'  Never  did  I  see  so  pitiless  a 
race,"  he  exclaims,  "  or  any  thing  wearing  the  form  of  man  so 
destitute  of  humanity."  ^"^  They  made  no  distinction  of  sex  or 
age,  and  in  this  hour  of  vengeance  seemed  to  be  requiting  the 
hoarded  wrongs  of  a  century.  At  length,  sated  with  slaughter, 
the  Spanish  commander  sounded  a  retreat.  It  was  full  time,  if 
according  to  his  own  statement, — we  may  hope  it  is  an  exaggera- 
tion,— forty  thousand  souls  had  perished  !  ^"  Yet  their  fate  was 
to  be  envied,  in  comparison  with  that  of  those  who  survived. 

Through  the  long  night  which  followed,  no  movement  was 
perceptible  in  the  Aztec  quarter.  No  light  was  seen  there,  no 
sound  was  heard,  save  the  low  moaning  of  some  wounded  or 
dying  wretch,  writhing  in  his  agony.  All  was  dark  and  silent, — 
the  darkness  of  the  grave.  Tiie  last  blow  seemed  to  have  com- 
pletely stunned  them.  They  had  parted  with  hope,  and  sat  in 
sullen  despair,  like  men  waiting  in  silence  the  stroke  of  the  ex- 
ecutioner. Yet,  for  all  this,  they  showed  no  disposition  to  sub- 
mit. Every  new  injury  had  sunk  deeper  into  their  souls,  and 
filled  them  with  a  deeper  hatred  of  their  enemy.  Fortune,  friends, 
kindred,  home, — all  were  gone.  They  were  content  to  throw 
away  life  itself,  now  that  they  had  nothing  more  to  live  for. 

Far  different  was  the  scene  in  the  Christian  camp,  where,  elated 
with  their  recent  successes,  all  was  alive  with  bustle,  and  prep- 
aration for  the  morrow.  Bonfires  were  seen  blazing  along  the 
causeways,  lights  gleamed  from  tents  and  barracks,  and  the 
sounds  of  music  and  merriment,  borne  over  the  waters,  proclaim- 
ed the  joy  of  the  soldiers,  at  the  prospect  of  so  soon  terminating 
their  wearisome  campaign. 

On  the  following  morning  the  Spanish  commander  again 
mustered  his  forces,  having  decided  to  follow  up  the  blow  of  the 
preceding  day,  before  the  enemy  should  have  time  to  rally,  and, 
at  once,  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  He  had  arranged  with 
Alvarado,  on  the  evening  previous,  to  occupy  the  market-place 
of  Tlalelolco  ;  and  the  discharge  of  an  arquebuse  was  to  be  the 
signal  for  a   simultaneous  assault.     Sandoval   was   to  hold   the 

amipos,  f|tic  no  tn  ifisrn  aqticllos  tristcs,  que  eran  nin  numero.  E  t.iml>ien 
(lixo  a  todo-,  Ids  ainigos  capitancs,  que  no  tonsinticscn  d  su  gcntc  que  nia- 
tascn  a  ninguno  do  los  que  salian.  Ovicdo,  Hist,  dc  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  i}^, 
call   \o. 

"  *'  I.a  qual  crucUlad  nunca  cnGcneracion  tan  rccia  sc  vi<S,  ni  tan  fucra  He 
toda  rtrdcn   dc   natut    '  .mo  en  los   Nalurales  de  cstas  partes."     1 

Terr,  dc  (^ort^H,  ap.   1  ua,  p.  296. 

^^  Ihid.,  uhi  supra.— I  >  \\%,  50,000  wcrc  slain  and  taken  in  thi« 

readful  onslaught.  Vcnid.i    .  I     i  ■,  p.  48. 
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northern  causeway,  and,  wrth  the  fleet,  to  watch  the  movementg 
of  the  Indian  emperor,  and  to  intercept  the  flight  to  the  main 
land,  which  Cortes  knew  he  meditated.  To  allow  him  to  effect 
this  would  be  to  leave  a  formidable  enemy  in  his  own  neighbor 
hood,  who  might  at  any  time  kindle  the  flame  of  insurrection 
throughout  the  country.  He  ordered  Sandoval,  however,  to  do 
no  harm  to  the  royal  person,  and  not  to  fire  on  the  enemy  at  all, 
except  in  self-defence.^^ 

It  was  the  memorable  13th  of  August,  152 1,  the  day  of  St. 
Hypolito, — from  this  circumstance  selected  as  the  patron  saint 
of  modern  Mexico, — that  Cortes  led  his  warlike  array  for  the  last 
time  across  the  black  and  blasted  environs  which  lay  around  the 
Indian  capital.  On  entering  the  Aztec  precincts  he  paused,  will- 
ing to  afford  its  wretched  inmates  one  more  chance  of  escape, 
before  striking  the  fatal  blow.  He  obtained  an  interview  with 
some  of  the  principal  chiefs,  and  expostulated  with  them  on  the 
conduct  of  their  prince.  "  He  surely  will  not,"  said  the  general, 
*' see  you  all  perish,  when  he  can  so  easily  save  you."  He  then 
urged  them  to  prevail  on  Guatemozin  to  hold  a  conference  with 
him,  repeating  the  assurances  of  his  personal  safety. 

The  messengers  went  on  their  mission,  and  soon  returned  with 
the  cihuacoatl  at  their  head,  a  magistrate  of  high  authority  among 
the  Mexicans.  He  said,  with  a  melancholy  air,  in  which  his 
own  disappointment  was  visible,  that  "  (luatemozin  was  ready 
to  die  where  he  was,  but  would  hold  no  interview  with  the  Spanish 
commander"  ;  adding,  in  a  tone  of  resignation,  "it  is  for  you  to 
work  your  pleasure."  "Go  then,"  replied  the  stern  Conqueror 
*'  and  Drenare  your  countrvmen  for  death.  Their  hour  is 
come."'^^ 

He  still  postponed  the  assault  for  several  hours.  But  the  im- 
patience of  his  troops  at  this  delay  was  heightened  by  the  rumor, 
that  Guatemozin  and  his  nobles  were  preparing  to  escape  with 
their  effects  in  the.  piragjias  and  canoes  which  were  moored  on 
the  margin  of  the  lake.  Convinced  of  the  fruitlessness  and  im- 
policy of  further  procrastination,  Cortes  made  his  final  disposi- 

19  "  Adonde  estauan  retraidos  el  Guatemiiz  con  toda  la  flor  de  sus  Capi- 
tanes,  y  personas  mas  nobles  que  en  Mexico  aula,  y  le  mando  que  no  ma- 
tasse,  ni  hiriesse  a  ningunos  Indios,  saluo  si  no  le  diessen,  guerra,  e  que  aun- 
que  se  ki  diessen,  que  solemente  se  defendiesse."  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la 
Conquista,  cap.  156. 

2^j  a  Y  al  fin  me  dijo,  que  en  ninguna  manera  el  Senor  vernia  ante  mi;  y 
antes  queria  por  alia  morir,  y  que  a  el  pesaba  mucho  de  esto,  que  hiciesse 
yo  lo  que  quisiesse;  y  como  vi  en  esto  su  determinacion,  yo  le  dije;  que  se 
bolyi^sse  a  los  suyos,  y  que  el,  y  ellos  se  apparejassen,  porque  los  queria  com- 
batir,  y  acabar  de  matar,  y  assi  se  fue."  Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Loreiv 
«ana,  p.  298. 
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tions  for  the  attack,  and  took  his  own  station  on  an  azotea^  which 
commanded  the  theatre  of  operations. 

When  the  assailants  came  into  presence  of  the  enemy,  they 
found  them  huddled  together  in  the  utmost  confusion,  all  ages 
and  sexes,  in  masses  so  dense  that  they  nearly  forced  one  an- 
other over  the  brink  of  the  causeways  into  the  water  below. 
Some  had  climbed  on  the  terraces,  others  feebly  supported  them- 
selves against  the  walls  of  the  buildings.  Their  sqnalid  and 
tattered  garments  gave  a  wildness  to  their  appearance,  which 
still  further  heightened  the  ferocity  of  their  expression,  as  they 
glared  on  their  enemy  with  eyes  in  which  hate  was  mingled 
with  despair.  When  the  Spaniards  had  approached  within 
bowshot,  the  Aztecs  let  off  a  flight  of  impotent  missiles, 
showing,  to  the  last,  the  resolute  spirit,  though  they  had  lost  the 
strength,  of  their  better  days.  The  fatal  signal  was  then  given 
by  the  discharge  of  an  arquebuse, — speedily  followed  by  peals 
of  heavy  ordnance,  the  rattle  of  fire-arms,  and  the  hellish  shouts 
of  the  confederates,  as  they  sprang  upon  their  victims.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  stain  the  page  with  a  repetition  of  the  horrors  of 
the  preceding  day.  Some  of  the  wretched  Aztecs  threw  them- 
selves into  the  water,  and  were  picked  up  by  the  canoes.  Others 
sunk  and  were  suffocated  in  the  canals.  The  number  of 
these  became  so  great,  that  a  bridge  was  made  of  their  dead 
bodies,  over  which  the  assailants  could  climb  to  the  opposite 
banks.  Others  again,  especially  the  women,  begged  for  mercv, 
which,  as  the  chroniclers  assure  us,  was  everywhere  granted  by 
the  Spaniards,  and  contrary  to  the  instructions  and  entreaties  of 
Cortes,  everywhere  refused  by  the  confederates."'^^ 

While  this  work  of  butchery  was  going  on,  numbers  were  ob- 
served pushing  off  in  the  barks  that  linecl  the  shore,  and  making 
the  best  of  their  way  across  the  lake.  They  were  constantly  in- 
tercepted by  the  brigantines,  which  broke  through  the  flimsy 
array  of  boats  ;  sending  off  their  volleys  to  the  right  and  left,  as 
the  crews  of  the  latter  hotly  assailed  them.  The  battle  ragecl  as 
fiercely  on  the  lake  as  on  the  land.  Many  of  the  Indian  vessels 
were  shattered  and  overturned.  Some  few,  however,  under  cover 
of  the  smoke,  which  rolled  darkly  over  the  waters,  succeeded  in 
clearing  themselves  of  the  turmoil,  and  wen-  fast  Hearing  the 
opposite  sliore. 

Sandoval  had  particularly  charged  his  captains  to  keep  an  eye 
on  the  movements  of  any  vessel  in  which  it  was  at  all  probable 
that  Guatemozin  might  be   concealed.     At  this  crisis,  three  or 

*  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  l.ia  Tnd.,  NTS.,  lib.  yi^,  cap.  30.— IxtlilxochitI,  Vrnlda 
dc  los  F.sp.,  p.  4?\.  —  Ilcrrrra,  Ilisi  ('irncr.il,  drc.  3,  lib.  2,  cap.  7.  —  KcL 
Tcrc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  I^orcn/ana,  pp.  297,  29S.— Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  14a. 
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four  of  the  largest  J>iraguas  were  seen  skimming  over  the  water^ 
and  making  their  way  rapidly  across  the  lake.  A  captain,  named 
Garci  Holguin,  who  had  command  of  one  of  the  best  sailers  in 
the  fleet,  instantly  gave  them  chase.  The  wind  was  favorable, 
and,  every  moment,  he  gained  on  the  fugitives,  who  pulled  their 
oars  with  a  vigor  that  despair  alone  could  have  given.  But  it 
was  in  vain  ;  and,  after  a  short  race,  Holguin,  coming  alongside 
of  one  oi  the  piraguas,  which,  whether  from  its  appearance,  or 
from  information  he  had  received,  he  conjectured  might  bear  the 
Indian  emperor,  ordered  his  men  to  level  their  crossbows  at  the 
boat.  But,  before  they  could  discharge  them,  a  cry  arose  from 
those  in  it,  that  their  lord  was  on  board.  At  the  same  moment, 
a  young  warrior,  armed  with  buckler  and  maquahuitl,  rose  up,  as 
if  to  beat  off  the  assailants.  But,  as  the  Spanish  captain  ordered 
his  men  not  to  shoot,  he  dropped  his  weapons,  and  exclaimed, 
"  I  am  Guatemozin  ;  lead  me  to  Malinche,  I  am  his  prisoner  ; 
but  let  no  harm  come  to  my  wife  and  my  followers."  22 

Holguin  assured  him,  that  his  wishes  should  be  respected, 
and  assisted  him  to  get  on  board  the  brigantine,  followed  by  his 
wife  and  attendants.  These  were  twenty  in  number,  consisting 
of  Coanaco,  the  deposed  lord  of  Tezcuco,  the  lord  of  Tlacopan, 
and  several  other  caciques  and  dignitaries,  whose  rank,  prob- 
ably, had  secured  them  some  exemption  from  the  general 
calamities  of  the  siege.  When  the  captives  were  seated  on  the 
deck  of  his  vessel,  Holguin  requested  the  Aztec  prince  to  put 
an  end  to  the  combat  by  commanding  his  people  in  the  other 
canoes  to  surrender.  But,  with  a  dejected  air,  he  replied,  "  It 
is  not  necessary.  They  will  fight  no  longer,  when  they  see 
that  their  prince  is  taken."  He  spoke  truth.  The  news  of 
Guatemozin's  capture  spread  rapidly  through  the  fleet,  and  on 
shore,  where  the  Mexicans  were  still  engaged  in  conflict  with 
their  enemies.  It  ceased,  however,  at  once.  They  made  no 
further  resistance  ;  and  those  on  the  water  quickly  followed 
the  brigantines,  which  conveyed  their  captive  monarch  to  land. 
It  seemed  as  if  the  fight  had  been  maintained  thus  long,  the 
better  to  divert  the  enemy's  attention,  and  cover  their  master's 
retreat.28 

22  Ixtlilxochitl,  Venida  de  los  Esp.,  p.  49. 

"  No  me  tiren,  que  yo  soy  el  Rey  de  Mexico,  y  desta  tierra,  y  lo  que  tc, 
ruego  es,  que  no  me  llegues  a  mi  munger,  ni  amis  hijos;  ni  a  ninguna  muger, 
ni  a  ninguna  cosa  de  lo  que  aqui  traygo,  sino  que  me  tomes  a  mi,  y  me  lleues 
a  Malinche."  (Bernal  Diaz  Hist  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  156.)  M.  de  Hum» 
boldt  has  taken  much  pains  to  identify  the  place  of  Guatemozin's  capture, — 
now  becoming  dry  land, — which  he  considers  to  have  been  somewhere  between 
the  Garita  del  Peralvillo,  the  square  of  St.  lago  de  Tlaltelolco,  and  the 
bridge  of  Amaxac.     Essai  Politique,  tom.  II.  p.  76. 

^  For   the   preceeding  account  of  the  capture  of  Guatemozin,   told  with 
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Meanwhile  Sandoval,  on  receiving  tidings  of  the  capture, 
brought  his  own  brigantine  alongside  of  Holguin's,  and  demanded 
the  royal  prisoner  to  be  surrendered  to  him.  But  his  captain 
claimed  him  as  his  prize.  A  dispute  arose  between  the  parties, 
each  anxious  to  have  the  glory  of  the  deed,  and  perhaps  the 
privilege  of  commemorating  it  on  his  escutcheon.  The  con 
troversy  continued  so  long  that  it  reached  the  ears  of  Cortes, 
who,  in  his  station  on  the  azotea^  had  learned,  with  no  little 
satisfaction,  the  capture  of  his  enemy.  He  instantly  sent 
orders  to  his  wrangling  officers,  to  bring  Guatemozin  before  him, 
that  he  might  adjust  the  difference  between  them.'-^  He  charged 
them,  at  the  same  time,  to  treat  their  prisoner  with  respect.  He 
then  made  preparations  for  the  interview ;  caused  the  terrace 
to  be  carpeted  with  crimson  cloth  and  matting,  and  a  table  to 
be  spread  with  provisions,  of  which  the  unhappy  Aztecs  stood 
so  much  in  need.-^  His  lovely  Indian  mistress,  Dona  Marina, 
was  present  to  act  as  interpreter.  She  had  stood  by  his  side 
through  all  the  troubled  scenes  of  the  Conquest,  and  she  was 
there  now  to  witness  its  triumphant  termination. 

Guatemozin,  on  landing,  was  escorted  by  a  company  of  in- 
fantry to  the  presence  of  the  Spanish  commander.  He  mounted 
the  azotea  with  a  calm  and  steady  step,  and  was  easily  to  be 
distinguished  from  his  attendant  nobles,  though  his  full,  dark 
eye  was  no  longer  lighted  up  with  its  accustomed  fire,  and  his 
features  wore  an  exoression  of  passive  resignation,  that  told 
little  of  the  fierce  and  fiery  spirit  that  burned  within.  His  head 
was  large,  his  limbs  well  proportioned,  his  complexion  fairer 
than  those  of  his  bronze-colored  nation,  and  his  whole  deport- 
ment singularly  mild  and  engaging.*^ 

little  discrepancy,  though  with  more  or  less  minuteness  by  the  different 
writers,  see  Hcrnal  Diaz,  Ibid.,  ubi  supra, — Rcl.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  p.  299, — 
Gon/alo  dc  las  Casas,  Dcfensa,  MS.,— Ovicdo,  Hist-  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib. 
33;  ^.•'P-  TPi — Torqucmada,  Monarch.,  Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  loi, 

'^  The  general,  according  to  Diaz,  rebuked  his^  officers  for  their  ill-timed 
contention,  reminding  them  of  the  direful  effects  of  a  similar  (piarrel  be- 
tween Marius  and  Svlla,  respecting  Jugurtha.  (Hist,  de  la  Concjuista,  caj^ 
1^6.)  This  piece  ot  pedantry  savors  much  more  of  the  old  chronicler  than 
his  commander.  The  result  of  the  whole — not  an  uncommon  one  in  such 
cases — was,  thai  the  Emperor  granted  to  neither  of  thr  jiartics.  but  to  Cortes, 
Che  exclusive  right  of  commemorating  the  capture  of  Guatemozin,  by  placing 
his  head,  togctlu-r  with  the  heads  of  seven  other  capiive  princes,  on  the 
bonier  of  hfs  shield. 

*  Snhagun,  Hist,  dc  Nucva  Esp.,  lib.  12,  cap.  40,  MS. 

*•  For  the  portrait  of  duatcmorin,  I  again  borrow  the  faithful  pencil  o{ 
Diaz,  who  knew  him —  at  least  hiii  pcr.son — well.  *'  Guatemuz  era  de  muy 
genlil  disposicion,  assf  de  ctierpo,  como  de  favciones,  y  la  cata  algo  larga,  y 
alegre,  y  los  ojos  mas  p.irrci.m  ipic  (|uando  miraua.  (jue  eran  con  gr.ujrd^d.  y 
habigucfios,  y  nr  auia  falta  en  cUos,  v  era  dc  cdad  dc  vcintc   v  tres.  6  vcintt 
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Cortes  came  forward  with  a  dignified  and  studied  courtesy  to 
receive  him.  The  Aztec  monarch  probably  knew  the  person  of 
his  conqueror,  for  he  first  broke  silence  by  saying ;  **  I  have 
done  all  that  I  could,  to  defend  myself  and  my  people.  I  am 
now  reduced  to  this  state.  You  will  deal  with  me,  Malinche, 
as  you  list."  Then,  laying  his  hand  on  the  hilt  of  a  poniard, 
stuck  in  the  general's  belt,  he  added,  with  vehemence,  "  Better 
despatch  me  with  this,  and  rid  me  of  life  at  once."  ^  Cortes 
was  filled  with  admiration  at  the  proud  bearing  of  the  young 
barbarian,  showing  in  his  reverses  a  spirit  worthy  of  an  ancient 
Roman.  "  Fear  not,"  he  replied,  "  you  shall  be  treated  with  all 
honor.  You  have  defended  your  capital  like  a  brave  warrior. 
A  Spaniard  knows  how  to  respect  valor  even  in  an  enemy."  28 
He  then  inquired  of  him,  where  he  had  left  the  princess,  his 
wife ;  and,  being  informed  that  she  still  remained  under  protec- 
tion of  a  Spanish  guard  on  board  the  brigantine,  the  general  sent 
to  have  her  escorted  to  his  presence. 

She  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  Montezuma ;  and  was 
hardly  yet  on  the  verge  of  womanhood.  On  the  accession  of 
her  cousin,  Guatemozin,  to  the  throne,  she  had  been  wedded  to 
him  as  his  lawful  wife.^^  She  is  celebrated  by  her  contemporaries 
for  her  personal  charms  ;  and  the  beautiful  princess,  Tecuichpo, 
Js  still  commemorated  by  the  Spaniards,  since  from  her,  by  a 
subsequent  marriage,  are  descended  some  of  the  illustrious 
families  of  their  own  nation.^  She  was  kindly  received  by 
Cortes,  who  showed  her  the  respectful  attentions  suited  to  her 
rank.     Her  birth,  no  doubt,  gave  her   an  additional  interest  in 

y  quatro  anos,  y  el  color  tiraua  mas  a  bianco,  que  al  color,  y  matiz  de 
essotros  Indios  morenos."     Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  156. 

2^  "  Llegose  a  mi,  y  dijome  en  su  lengua:  que  ya  el  habia  hecho  todo,  lo 
que  de  su  parte  era  obligado  para  defenderse  d  si,  y  a  los  suyos,  hasta  venir 
en  a  quel  estado;  que  ahora  ficiesse  de  el  loque  yo  quisiesse;  y  puso  la  mano 
en  un  punal,  que  yo  tenia,  diciendome,  que  le  diesse  de  punaladas,  y  le 
matasse."  (Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  300.)  This  remarkable 
account  by  the  Conqueror-  himself  is  confirmed  by  Diaz,  who  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  seen  this  letter  of  his  commander.  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap. 
156. 

28  Ibid.,  cap.  156. — Also  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  48, 
— and  Martyr,  (De  Orbe  Novo,  dec  5,  cap.  8.)  who,  by  the  epithet  of  mag* 
nanimo  regi,  testifies  the  admiration  which  Guatemozin's  lofty  spirit  excited 
in  the  court  of  Castile. 

20  The  ceremony  of  marriage,  which  distinguished  the  "  lawful  wife  *'  from 
the  concubine,  is  described  by  Don  Thoan  Cano,  in  his  conversation  witb 
Oviedo.  According  to  this,  it  appears  that  the  only  legitimate  offspring 
which  Montezuma  left  at  his  death,  was  a  son  and  a  daughter,  this  same 
princess. — See  Appendix,  Part  2»  No.  11. 

^  For  a  further  account  of  Montezuma's  daughter,  see  Book  YII., 
Chapter  III.  of  this  History. 
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his  eyes,  and  he  may  have  felt  some  touch  of  compunction,  as 
he  gazed  on  the  daughter  of  the  unfortunate  Montezuma.  He 
invited  his  royal  captives  to  partake  of  the  refreshments,  which 
their  exhausted  condition  rendered  so  necessary.  Meanwhile 
the  Spanish  commander  made  his  dispositions  for  the  night, 
ordering  Sandoval  to  escort  the  prisoners  to  Cojohuacan,  whither 
he  proposed,  himself  immediately  to  follow.  The  other  captains, 
Olid  and  Alvarado,  were  to  draw  off  their  forces  to  their  re- 
spective quarters.  It  was  impossible  for  them  to  continue  in  the 
capital,  where  the  poisonous  effluvia  from  the  unburied  carcasses 
loaded  the  air  with  infection.  A  small  guard  only  was  stationed 
to  keep  order  in  the  wasted  suburbs. — It  was  the  hour  of 
vespers  when  Guatemozin  surrendered, a^  and  the  siegemight  be 
considered  as  then  concluded.  The  evening  set  in  dark,  and 
the  rain  began  to  fall,  before  the  several  parties  had  evacuated 
the  city.** 

During  the  night,  a  tremendous  tempest,  such  as  the  Span- 
iards had  rarely  witnessed,  and  such  as  is  known  only  within 
the  tropics,  burst  over  the  Mexican  Valley.  The  thunder, 
reverberating  from  the  rocky  amphitheatre  of  hills,  bellowed 
over  the  waste  of  waters,  and  shook  the  tcocallis  and  crazy  tene- 
ments of  Tenochtiilan — the  few  that  yet  survived — to  their 
foundations.  The  lightning  seemed  to  cleave  asunder  the  vault 
of  heaven,  as  its  vivid  tiashes  wrapped  the  wiiolc  scene  in  a  ghastly 
glare,  for  a  moment,  to  be  again  swallowed  up  in  darkness. 
The  war  of  elements  was    in  unison  with    the  fortunes    of  the 

^  The  event  is  annually  commemorated,  or  rather  was,  under  the  colonial 
government,  by  a  solemn  procession  round  the  walls  of  the  city.  It  took 
place  oji  the  13th  of  August,  the  anniversary  of  the  surrender,  and  consisted 
of  the  principal  cavaliers  and  citizens  on  horseback,  headed  by  the  viceroy, 
tnd  displaying  the  venerable  standard  of  the  Concjueror. 

*-'  Toribio,  Hist,  de  los  Ind.,  MS.,  Parte  3,  cap.  7. — Sahagun,  Hist,  de 
Nucva  Esp.,  MS.,  lib.  12,  cap.  42. — liernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Contjuista, 
cap.   156. 

'*  ihe  lord  of  Mexico  having  surrendered,"  says  Cortes,  in  his  letter  to 
the  Mmpcror,  "  the  war,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  was  brought  to  an  end, 
o\\  Wednesday,  the  13th  day  of  August,  1521.  So  that  from  the  day  when 
we  first  sat  down  before  the  city,  which  was  the  30th  of  May,  until  its  final 
occupation,  seventy-five  days  elapsed."  (Ktl.  Terc. ,  ap.  l^)rcnzana,  p. 
300.)  It  is  not  easy  to  tell  what  event  occurred  on  Mav  30th,  to  designate 
the  Ijcginning  of  the  siege.  Clavigero  considers  it  the  occupation  of  Cojohu- 
acan by  Olid,  (Stor.  del  Mcssico,  tom.  III.  p.  n/j  )  ^^^'^  ^  know  not  on 
what  authority.  Neither  Bcrnal  Diaz,  nor  Hcrrcra,  nor  Cortds,  so  fixes  tht 
date.  Indeed,  Clavigero  says,  that  Alvarado  and  Olid  left  Tczctico  May  20, 
while  Cortes  says  Mav  10.  IVrhaps  Cortt's  dates  from  the  time  when  San- 
doval established  himself  on  the  n«»rthrrn  rausewav,  and  when  the  complete 
investment  f)f  the  capital  began.  —  lirrnal  Diaz,  more  than  once,  speaks  of  the 
•iege  as  lastirig  three  months,  romputing,  prol>ablv.  from  the  tim*  when  his 
own  division,  under  Alvarado,  took  up  its  nositu>n  at  T.uuba. 
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ruined  city.  It  seemed  as  if  the  deities  of  Anahuac,  scared 
from  their  ancient  abodes,  were  borne  along  shrieking  and 
howling  in  the  blast,  as  they  abandoned  the  fallen  capital  to  its 
fate !  33 

On  the  day  following  the  surrender,  Guatemozin  requested 
the  Spanish  commander  to  allow  the  Mexicans  to  leave  the  city, 
and  to  pass  unmolested  into  the  open  country.  To  this  Cortes 
readily  assented,  as,  indeed,  wnthout  it  he  could  take  no  steps 
for  purifying  the  capital.  He  gave  his  orders,  accordingly,  for 
the  evacuation  of  the  place,  commanding  that  no  one,  Spaniard 
or  confederate,  should  offer  violence  to  the  Aztecs,  or  in  any 
way  obstruct  their  departure.  The  whole  number  of  these  is 
variously  estimated  at  from  thirty  to  seventy  thousand,  beside 
women  and  children,  who  had  survived  the  sword,  pestilence, 
and  famine.*^  It  is  certain  they  were  three  days  in  defiling,  along 
the  several  causeways, — a  mournful  train  ;  ^  husbands  and  wives, 
parents  and  children,  the  sick  and  the  wounded,  leaning  on  one 
another  for  support,  as  they  feebly  tottered  along,  squalid,  and 
but  half  covered  with  rags,  that  disclosed  at  every  step  hideous 
gashes,  some  recently  received,  others  festering  from  long  neg- 
lect, and  carrying  with  them  an  atmosphere  of  contagion.  Their 
wasted  forms  and  famine-stricken  faces  told  the  whole  history  of 
the  siege  ;  and,  as  the  straggling  files  gained  the  opposite  shore 
they  were  observed  to  pause  from  time  to  time,  as  if  to  take  one 
more  look  at  the  spot  so  lately  crowned  by  the  imperial  city, 
once  their  pleasant  home,  and  endeared  to  them  by  many  a 
glorious  recollection. 

On  the  departure  of  the  inhabitants,  measures  w^ere  immedi- 
ately taken  to  purify  the  place,  by  means  of  numerous  fires  kept 
burning  day  and  night,  especially  in  the  infected  quarter  of 
Tlatelolco,  and  by  collecting  the  heaps  of  dead,  which  lay 
mouldering  in  the  streets,  and  consigning  them  to  the  earth. — 
Of  the  whole  number,  who  perished  in  the  course  of  the  siege, 

^  It  did  Bot,  apparently,  disturb  the  slumbers  of  the  troops  who  had  been 
somuch  deafened  by  the  incessant  noises  of  the  siege,  that,  now  these  had 
ceased,  "  we  felt,"  says  Diaz,  in  his  homely  way,  "  like  men  suddenly  escaped 
from  a  belfry,  where  we  had  been  shut  up  for  months  with  a  chime  of  bells 
ringing  in  our  ears !  "  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 

^  Herrera  (Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  2,  cap.  7)  and  Torquemada  (Mon- 
arch. Ind.,  lib.  4,  cap.  loi)  estimate  them  at  30,000.  Ixtlilxochitl  says,  that 
60,000  fighting  men  laid  down  their  arms  ;  (Venida  de  los  Esp.  p.  49  ;)  and 
Oviedo  swells  the  amount  still  higher,  to  70,000.  (Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS., 
lib.  33,  cap.  48.) — After  the  losses  of  the  siege,  these  numbers  are  startling. 

^  *'  Digo  que  en  tres  dias  con  sus  noches  iban  todas  tres  cal9adas  llenasde 
Indios,  e  Indias,  y  muchachos,  llenas  de  bote  en  bote,  que  nunca  dexauan  de 
salir,  y  tan  flacos,  y  suzios,  e  amarillos,  e  hediondos,  que  era  lastima  de  loa 
ver."     Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  156. 
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it  is  impossible  to  form  any  probable  computation.  The  accounts 
range  widely  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  the  lowest 
estimate,  to  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand.*^  The  number 
of  the  Spaniards  who  fell  was  comparatively  small,  but  that  of 
the  allies  must  have  been  large,  if  the  historian  of  Tezcuco  is 
correct  in  asserting,  that  thirty  thousand  perished  of  his  own 
countrymen  alone.^  That  the  number  of  those  destroyed  within 
the  city  was  immense  cannot  be  doubted,  when  we  consider, 
that,  besides,  its  own  redundant  population,  it  was  thronged  with 
that  of  the  neighboring  towns,  who,  distrusting  their  strength  to 
resist  the  enemy,  sought  protection  within  its  walls. 

The  booty  found  there — that  is,  the  treasures  of  gold  and 
jewels,  the  only  booty  of  much  value  in  the  eyes  of  the  Span- 
iards— fell  far  below  their  expectations.  It  did  not  exceed,  ac- 
cording to  the  general's  statement,  a  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand castellanos  of  gold,  including  the  sovereign's  share,  which, 
indeed,  taking  into  account  many  articles  of  curious  and  costly 
workmanship,  voluntarily  relinquished  by  the  army,  greatly  ex- 
ceeded his  legitimate  fifth.^  Yet  the  Aztecs  must  have  been 
in  possession  of  a  much  larger  treasure,  if  it  were  only  the 
wreck  of  that  recovered  from  the  Spaniards  on  the  night  of  the 
memorable  flight  from  Mexico.  Some  of  the  spoil  may  have 
been  sent  away  from  the  capital  ;  some  spent  in  preparations 
for  defence,  and  more  of  it  buried  in  the  earth,  or  sunk  in  the 

*^  Cort(?s  estimates  the  losses  of  the  enemv  in  the  three  several  assaults  at 
67,000,  wliich.  with  50,000,  whom  he  reckons  to  have  perished  from  famine 
and  disease,  would  give  117,000.  (Rel.  Terc,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  298,  et 
alibi.)  But  this  is  exclusive  of  those  who  fell  previously  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  vigorous  plan  of  operations  for  demolishing  the  city.  Ixtlilxochitl, 
who  seldom  allows  any  one  to  beat  him  in  figures,  puts  the  dead,  in  round 
numbers,  at  240,000,  comprehending  the  flower  of  the  Aztec  nobilitv.  (Vc- 
nida,  de  los  Esp.,  j).  51.)  Ikrnal  Diaz  observes,  more  generallv,  *' I  have 
read  the  story  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  but  I  doubt  if  tiiere  was  at 
^reat  mortality  there  as  in  this  siege  ;  for  there  was  assembled  in  the  citv  an 
immense  number  of  Indian  warriors  from  all  the  provinces  and  towns  subject 
to  Mexico, the  most  of  whom  perished."  (Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  156.) 
*'  I  h-ivc  conversed,'*  says  Oviedo,  *'  with  manv  hidalgos  and  other  persons, 
and  have  heard  them  say  that  the  number   of   the  dead   was  incalculable  — 

frcatcr  than  that  at  Jerusalem,  as  descriln-d  bv  Joscphus."  iHist.  dclas 
nd.,  MS.,  lib.  30,  cap.  30.)  As  the  estimate  of  the  Jewish  historian  amounts 
to  1,100.000,  (Antiquities  of  the  Jews,  Kng.  tr.,  Hook  VII.  chap.  XVII..) 
the  comparis(m  mav  stagger  the  most  accommrxlatinp  faith.  It  will  l)c  safer 
to  dispense  with  arithmetic,  where  the  data  arc  too  loose  and  slippery  to  af- 
ford a  foothold  for  getting  at  truth. 
"  Ibid.,  ubt  supra. 
•"  Rel.  Terr.  .np.  I.orenrana,  p.  301. 

Oviedo  goes  into  some  furthrr  p.irticul.nrs  rcRpecting  the  amount  of  the 
treasure,  and  especially  of  the  nnprrial  hfth,  to  which  fshall  have  occasion 
to  advert  hereafter,     llist  dc  las  Ind.,  MS.,  n^  cap.  ji. 
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water  of  the  lake.  Their  menaces  were  not  without  a  meaning. 
They  had,  at  least,  the  satisfaction  of  disappointing  the  avarice 
of  their  enemies. 

Cortes  had  no  further  occasion  for  the  presence  of  his  Indian 
allies.  He  assembled  the  chiefs  of  the  different  squadrons, 
thanked  them  for  their  services,  noticed  their  valor  in  flattering 
terms,  and,  after  distributing  presents  among  them,  with  the  as- 
surance that  his  master,  the  Emperor,  would  recompense  their 
fidelity  yet  more  largely,  dismissed  them  to  their  own  homes. 
They  carried  off  a  liberal  share  of  the  spoils,  of  which  they  had 
plundered  the  dwellings, — not  of  a  kind  to  excite  the  cupidity  of 
the  Spaniards, — and  returned  in  triumph,  short-sighted  triumph  ! 
at  the  success  of  their  expedition,  and  the  downfall  of  the  Aztec 
dynasty. 

Great,  also,  was  the  satisfaction  of  the  Spaniards  at  this  bril- 
liant termination  of  their  long  and  laborious  campaign.  They 
were,  indeed,  disappointed  at  the  small  amount  of  treasure 
found  in  the  conquered  city.  But  the  soldier  is  usually  too 
much  absorbed  in  the  present  to  give  much  heed  to  the 
future ;  and,  though  their  discontent  showed  itself  after- 
wards in  a  more  clamorous  form,  they  now  thought  only  of 
their  triumph,  and  abandoned  themselves  to  jubilee.  Cortes 
celebrated  the  event  by  a  banquet,  as  sumptuous  as  cir- 
cumstances would  permit,  to  which  all  the  cavaliers  and  officers 
were  invited.  Loud  and  long  was  their  revelry,  which  was  car- 
ried to  such  an  excess,  as  provoked  the  animadversion  of  father 
Olmedo,  who  intimated  that  this  was  not  the  fitting  way  to  testify 
their  sense  of  the  favors  shown  them  by  the  Almighty.  Cortes 
admitted  the  justice  of  the  rebuke,  but  craved  some  indulgence 
for  a  soldier's  license  in  the  hour  ofvictor}^  The  following  day 
was  appointed  for  the  commemoration  of  their  successes  in  a 
more  suitable  manner. 

A  procession  of  the  whole  army  was  then  formed  with  father 
Olmedo  at  its  head.  The  soiled  and  tattered  banners  of  Castile, 
which  had  waved  over  many  a  field  of  battle,  now  threw  their 
shadows  on  the  peaceful  array  of  the  soldiery,  as  they  slowly 
moved  along,  rehearsing  the  litany,  and  displaying  the  image  of 
the  Virgin  and  the  blessed  symbol  of  man's  redemption.  The 
reverend  father  pronounced  a  discourse,  in  which  he  briefly  re- 
minded the  troops  of  their  great  cause  for  thankfulness  tc 
Providence  for  conducting  them  safe  through  their  long  and 
perilous  pilgrimage  ;  and,  dwelling  on  the  responsibility  incurred 
by  their  present  position,  he  besought  them  not  to  abuse  the 
rights  of  conquest,  but  to  treat  the  unfortunate  Indians  with 
humanity.     The  sacrament  was  then  administered  to  the  com- 
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mander-in-chief  and  the  principal  cavaliers,  and  the  services  con- 
cluded with  a  solemn  thanksgiving  to  the  God  of  battles,  who 
had  enabled  them  to  carry  the  banner  of  the  Cross  triumphant 
over  this  barbaric  empire* 

Thus,  after  a  siege  of  nearly  three  months' duration,  unmatch- 
ed in  history  for  the  constancy  and  courage  of  the  besieged, 
seldom  surpassed  for  the  severity  of  its  sufferings,  fell  the  re- 
nowned capital  of  the  Aztecs.  Unmatched,  it  may  be  truly  said 
for  constancy  and  courage,  when  we  recollect  that  the  door  of 
capitulation  on  the  most  honorable  terms  was  left  open  to  them 
throughout  the  whole  blockade,  and  that,  sternly  rejecting  every 
proposal  of  their  enemy,  they,  to  a  man,  preferred  to  die  rather 
than  surrender.  More  than  three  centuries  had  elapsed,  since 
the  Aztecs,  a  poor  and  wandering  tribe  from  the  far  North-west 
had  come  on  the  plateau.  There  they  built  their  miserable  col- 
lection of  huts  on  the  spot — as  tradition  tells  us — prescribed  by 
the  oracle.  Their  conquests,  at  first  confined  to  their  immedi- 
ate neighborhood,  gradually  covered  the  Valley,  then  crossing 
the  mountains,  swept  over  the  broad  extent  of  the  table-land, 
descended  its  precipitous  sides,  and  rolled  onwards  to  the  Mexi- 
can Gulf,  and  the  distant  confines  of  Central  America.  Their 
wretched  capital,  meanwhile,  keeping  pace  with  the  enlargement 
of  territory,  had  grown  into  a  flourishing  city,  filled  with  build- 
ings, monuments  of  art,  and  a  numerous  population,  that  gave 
it  the  first  rank  among  the  capitals  of  the  Western  World.  At 
this  crisis,  came  over  another  race  from  the  remote  East, 
strangers  like  themselves,  whose  coming  had  also  been  pre- 
dicted by  the  oracle,  and,  appearing  on  the  plateau,  assailed 
them  in  the  very  zenith  of  their  prosperity,  and  blotted  them  out 
from  the  map  of  nations  forever !  The  whole  story  has  the  air 
of  fable,  rather  than  of  history  !  a  legend  of  romance, — a  tale  of 
the  genii ! 

Yet  we  cannot  regret  the  fall  of  an  empire,  which  did  so  little 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  its  subjects,  or  the  real  interests  of 
humanity.  Notwithstanding  the  lustre  thrown  over  its  latter  days 
by  the  glorious  defence  of  its  capital,  by  the  mild  munificence  of 
Montezuma,  by  the  dauntless  heroism  of  Guatemozin,  the  Aztecs 
were  emphatically  a  fierce  and  brutal  race,  little  calculated,  in 
their  best  aspects,  to  excite  our  sympathy  and  regard.  Their 
civilization,  such  as  it  was,  was  not  their  own,  but  reflected,  per- 

*•  Hcrrera,  Hist.  (;ciur.il,  dec.  3,  lib.  2,  cap.  8.— Hcrnal  I)i.iz,  Hist,  dc 
UCOiKjuiftta,  caj).  156.— Saha^un,  Hist,  dc  Niicva  Ksp.,  SiS.,  lib.  12,  cap. 
12.— Ovicdo,  Hist,  (ft-  las  Ind.,  M.S.,  lib.  -^i,  caj).  30.— Ixtlilxochitl,  Vcnida 
dc  loR  Fsp.,   pp.  51,  52, 
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haps  imperfectly,  from  a  race  whom  they  had  succeeded  in  the 
land.  It  was,  in  respect  to  the  Aztecs,  a  generous  graft  on  a 
vicious  stock,  and  could  have  brought  no  fruit  to  perfection. 
They  ruled  over  their  wide  domains  with  a  sword,  instead  of  a 
sceptre.  They  did  nothing  to  ameliorate  the  condition,  or  in  any 
way  promote  the  progress,  of  their  vassals.  Their  vassals  were 
serfs,  used  only  to  minister  to  their  pleasure,  held  in  awe  by 
armed  garrisons,  ground  to  the  dust  by  imposts  in  peace,  by 
military  conscriptions  in  war.  They  did  not,  like  the  Romans, 
whom  they  resembled  in  the  nature  of  their  conquests,  extend  the 
rights  of  citizenship  to  the  conquered.  They  did  not  amalgamate 
them  into  one  great  nation,  with  common  rights  and  interests. 
They  held  them  as  aliens, — even  those,  who  in  the  Valley  were 
gathered  round  the  very  walls  of  the  capital.  The  Aztec  metro- 
polis, the  heart  of  the  monarchy,  had  not  a  sympathy,  not  a  pul- 
sation, in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  body  politic.  It  was  a 
stranger  in  its  own  land. 

The  Aztecs  not  only  did  not  advance  the  condition  of  their 
vassals,  but,  morally  speaking,  they  did  much  to  degrade  it. 
How  can  a  nation,  where  human  sacrifices  prevail,  and  especially 
when  combined  with  cannibalism,  further  the  march  of  civiliza- 
tion ?  How  can  the  interests  of  humanity  be  consulted,  where 
man  is  levelled  to  the  rank  of  the  brutes  that  perish  ?  The  in- 
fluence of  the  Aztecs  introduced  their  gloomy  superstition  into 
lands  before  unacquainted  with  it,  or  where,  at  least,  it  was  not 
established  in  any  great  strength.  The  example  of  the  capital 
was  contagious.  As  the  latter  increased  in  opulence,  the 
religious  celebrations  were  conducted  with  still  more  terrible 
magnificence  ;  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  gladiatorial  shows  of 
the  Romans  increased  in  pomp  with  the  increasing  splendor  of 
the  capital.  Men  became  familiar  with  scenes  of  horror  and  the 
most  loathsome  abominations.  Women  and  children  —  the 
whole  nation  became  familiar  with,  and  assisted  at  them.  The 
heart  was  hardened,  the  manners  were  made  ferocious,  the  feeble 
light  of  civilization,  transmitted  from  a  milder  race,  was  growing 
fainter  and  fainter,  as  thousands  and  thousands  of  misera!51e  vic- 
tims, throughout  the  empire,  were  yearly  fattened  in  its  cages, 
sacrificed  on  its  altars,  dressed  and  served  at  its  banquets  !  The 
whole  land  was  converted  into  a  vast  human  shambles  I  The 
empire  of  the  Aztecs  did  not  fall  before  its  time. 

Whether  these  unparalleled  outrages  furnish  a  sufficient  plea 
to  the  Spaniards  for  their  invasion,  whether,  with  the  Protestant, 
we  are  content  to  find  a  warrant  for  it  in  the  natural  rights  and 
demands  of  civilization,  or,  with  the  Roman  Catholic,  in  the 
good  pleasure  of  the  Pope, — on  the  one  or  the  other  of  which 
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pounds,  the  conquests  by  most  Christian  nations  in  the  East  and 
the  West  have  been  defended, — it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss,  as 
it  has  already  been  considered  in  a  former  Chapter.  It  is  more 
material  to  inquire,  whether,  assuming  the  right,  the  conquest  of 
Mexico  was  conducted  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  claims  of  hu- 
manity. And  here  we  must  admit,  that,  with  all  allowance  for 
the  ferocity  of  the  age  and  the  laxity  of  its  principles,  there  are 
passages  which  every  Spaniard,  who  cherishes  the  fame  of  his 
countrymen,  would  be  glad  to  see  expunged  from  their  history  ; 
passages  not  to  be  vindicated  on  the  score  of  self-defence,  or  of 
necessity  of  any  kind,  and  which  must  forever  leave  a  dark  spot 
on  the  annals  of  the  Conquest.  And  yet,  taken  as  a  whole,  the 
invasion,  up  to  the  capture  of  the  capital,  was  conducted  on 
principles  less  revolting  to  humanity,  than  most,  perhaps  than 
anv,  of  the  other  conquests  of  the  Castilian  crown  in  the  New 
World. 

It  may  seem  slight  praise  to  say,  that  the  followers  of  Cortds 
used  no  blood-hounds  to  hunt  down  their  wretched  victims,  as 
in  some  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  nor  exterminated  a  peace- 
ful and  submissive  population  in  mere  wantonness  of  cruelty,  as 
in  the  Islands.  Yet  it  is  something,  that  they  were  not  so  far 
infected  by  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  that  their  swords  were 
rarely  stained  with  blood,  unless  it  was  indispensable  to  the  suc- 
cess of  their  enterprise.  P>en  in  the  last  siege  of  the  capital,  the 
sufferings  of  the  Aztecs,  terrible  as  they  were,  do  not  imply  any 
unusual  cruelty  in  the  victors  ;  they  were  not  greater  than  those 
inflicted  on  their  own  countrymen  at  home,  in  many  a  memorable 
instance,  by  the  most  polished  nations,  not  merely  of  ancient 
times,  but  of  our  own.  They  were  the  inevitable  consequences 
which  follow  from  war,  when,  instead  of  being  confined  to  its 
legitimate  field,  it  is  brought  home  to  the  hearthstone,  to  the 
peaceful  community  of  the  city, — its  burghers  untrained  to  arms, 
its  women  and  children  yet  more  defenceless.  In  the  present 
instance,  indeed,  the  suflerings  of  the  besieged  were  in  a  great 
degree  to  be  charge  on  themselves, — on  their  patriotic,  but  des- 
perate, self-devotion.  It  was  not  the  desire,  as  certainly  it  w.is 
not  the  interest,  of  the  Spaniards,  to  destroy  the  cajiital,  or  its 
inhabitants.  When  any  of  these  fell  into  their  hands,  they  were 
kindly  entertained,  their  wants  supplietl,  and  every  means  taken 
to  infuse  into  tiiem  a  spirit  of  conciliation  ;  aiul  this,  too,  it 
should  be  remembered,  in  despite  of  the  dreadful  doom  to  which 
they  consigned  their  ('hristian  captives.  The  gates  of  a  fair 
capitulation  were  kept  o|>cn,  though  unavailingly,  to  the  last 
hour. 

The  right  of  conquest  necessarily  implies  that  of  using  what- 
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ever  force  may  be  necessary  for  overcoming  resistance  to  tht 
assertion  of  that  right.  For  the  Spaniards  to  have  done  other- 
wise than  they  did  would  have  been  to  abandon  the  siege,  and, 
with  it,  the  conquest  of  the  country.  To  have  suffered  the  in 
habitants,  with  their  high-spirited  monarch,  to  escape,  would  but 
have  prolonged  the  miseries  of  war  by  transferring  it  to  another 
and  more  inaccessible  quarter.  They  literally,  as  far  as  the  suc- 
cess of  the  expedition  was  concerned,  had  no  choice.  If  our 
imagination  is  struck  with  the  amount  of  suffering  in  this,  and 
in  similar  scenes  of  the  Conquest,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  it  is  a  natural  result  of  the  great  masses  of  men  engaged  in 
the  conflict.  The  amount  of  suffering  does  not  of  itself  show 
the  amount  of  cruelty  which  caused  it ;  and  it  is  but  justice  to 
the  Conquerors  of  Mexico  to  say,  that  the  very  brilliancy  and 
importance  of  their  exploits  have  given  a  melancholy  celebrity 
to  their  misdeeds,  and  thrown  them  into  somewhat  bolder  relief 
than  strictly  belongs  to  them. — It  is  proper  that  thus  much 
should  be  stated,  not  to  excuse  their  excesses,  but  that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  make  a  more  impartial  estimate  of  their  conduct,  as 
compared  with  that  of  other  nations  under  similar  circumstances, 
and  that  we  may  not  visit  them  with  peculiar  obloquy  for  evils 
which  necessarily  flow  from  the  condition  of  war.*^  I  have  not 
drawn  a  veil  over  these  evils  ;  for  the  historian  should  not  shrink 
from  depicting,  in  their  true  colors,  the  atrocities  of  a  condition, 
over  which  success  is  apt  to  throw  a  false  halo  of  glory,  but 
which,  bursting  asunder  the  strong  bonds  of  human  fellowship, 
purchases  its  triumphs  by  arming  the  hand  of  man  against  his 
brother,  makes  a  savage  of  the  civilized,  and  kindles  the  fires  of 
hell  in  the  bosom  of  the  savage. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  Conquest  in  a  moral  view, 
regarded  as  a  military  achievement  it  must  fill  us  with  astonish- 
ment.    That  a  handful  of  adventurers,  indifferently  armed  and 

^  By  none  has  this  obloquy  been  poured  with  such  unsparing  hand  on  the 
heads  of  the  old  Conquerors,  as  by  their  own  descendants,  the  modern  Mexi- 
cans. Ixtlilxochitl's  editor,  Bustamante,  concludes  an  animated  invective 
against  the  invaders,  with  recommending  that  a  monument  should  be  raised 
on  the  spot, — now  dry  land, — where  Guatemozin  was  taken,  which,  as  the 
proposed  inscription  itself  intimates,  should  "  devote  to  eternal  execration 
the  detested  memory  of  these  banditti !  "  Venida  de  los  Esp.,  p.  52,  nota.) 
One  would  suppose  that  the  pure  Aztec  blood,  uncontaminated  by  a  drop  of 
Castilian,  flowed  in  the  veins  of  the  indignant  editor  and  his  compatriots  ; 
or,  at  least,  that  their  sympathies  for  the  conquered  race  would  make  them 
anxious  to  reinstate  them  in  their  ancient  rights.  Notwithstanding  these 
bursts  of  generous  indignation,  however,  which  plentifully  season  the  writ- 
ings of  the  Mexicans  of  our  day,  we  do  not  find,  that  the  Revolution,  or  any 
of  its  numerous  brood  of  pronuncia?7ii€nto5^  has  resulted  in  restoring  them  tO 
an  acre  of  their  ancient  territory. 
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equipped,  should  have  landed  on  the  shores  of  a  powerful  em- 
pire inhabited  by  a  fierce  and  warlike  race,  and,  in  defiance  of 
the  reiterated  prohibitions  of  its  sovereign,  have  forced  their 
way  into  the  interior  ; — that  they  should  have  done  this,  without 
knowledge  of  the  language  or  of  the  land,  without  chart  or  com- 
pass to  guide  them,  without  any  idea  of  the  difficulties  they  were 
to  encounter,  totally  uncertain  whether  the  next  step  might 
bring  them  on  a  hostile  nation,  or  on  a  desert,  feeling  their  way 
along  in  the  dark,  as  it  were  ;  that,  though  nearly  overwhelmed 
by  their  first  encounter  with  the  inhabitants,  they  should  have 
still  pressed  on  to  the  capital  of  the  empire,  and,  having  reached 
it,  thrown  themselves  unhesitatingly  into  the  midst  of  their 
enemies ; — that,  so  far  from  being  daunted  by  the  extraordinary 
spectacle  there  exhibited  of  power  and  civilization,  they  should 
have  been  but  the  more  confirmed  in  their  original  design  ; — 
that  thev  should  have  seized  the  monarch,  have  executed  his 
ministers  before  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  and,  when  driven  forth 
with  ruin  from  the  gates,  have  gathered  their  scattered  wreck 
together,  and  after  a  system  of  operations,  pursued  with  consum- 
mate policy  and  daring,  have  succeeded  in  overturning  the  capi- 
tal, and  establishing  their  sway  over  the  country  ; — that  all  this 
should  have  been  so  effected  by  a  mere  handful  of  indigent 
adventurers,  is  a  fact  little  short  of  the  miraculous, — too  start- 
ling for  the  probabilities  demanded  by  fiction,  and  without  a 
parallel  in  the  pages  of  history. 

Yet  this  must  not  be  understood  too  literally  ;  for  it  would  be 
unjust  to  the  Aztecs  themselves,  at  least  to  their  military 
prowess,  to  regard  the  Conquest  as  directly  achieved  by  the 
Spaniards  alone.  This  would  indeed  be  to  arm  the  latter  with 
the  charmed  shield  of  Ruggicro,  and  the  magic  lance  of  Astolfo, 
overturning  its  hundreds  at  a  touch.  The  Indian  empire  was 
in  a  manner  conquered  by  Indians.  The  first  terrible  encounter 
of  the  Spaniards  with  the  Tlascalans,  wliich  had  nearly  proved 
their  ruin,  did  in  fact  insure  their  success.  It  secured  to  them 
a  strong  native  support,  on  which  to  retreat  in  the  hour  of  trou- 
ble, and  round  which  they  could  rally  the  kindred  races  of  the 
land  for  one  great  and  overwhelming  assault.  The  Aztec 
monarchy  fell  by  the  hands  of  its  own  subjects,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  iMiropoan  sagacity  and  science.  Had  it  been  united,  it 
might  have  bidden  defiance  to  the  invaders.  As  it  was,  the 
capital  Wiis  dissevered  from  the  rest  of  the  country,  and  the  boll, 
which  might  have  passed  off  comparatively  harmless,  had  the 
emj)ire  been  cemented  by  a  common  principle  of  loyalty  and 
patriotism,  now  found  its  way  into  every  crack  and  crevice  of 
the  ill-compacted  fabric,  and  buried   it  in   its  own  ruins. —  Its 
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fate  may  serve  as  a  striking  proof,  that  a  government,  which 
does  not  rest  on  the  sympathies  of  its  subjects,  cannot  long 
abide  ;  that  human  institutions,  when  not  connected  with  human 
prosperity  and  progress,  must  fall, — if  not  before  the  increasing 
light  of  civilization,  by  the  hand  of  violence  ;  by  violence  from 
within,  if  not  from  without.     And  who  shall  lament  their  fall  ? 


With  the  events  of  this  Book  terminates  the  history,  by  Soils,  of  the 
Conquista  de  Mejico  ;  a  history,  in  many  points  of  view,  the  most  remarkable 
in  the  Castilian  language. — Don  Antonio  de  Solis  was  born  of  a  respectable 
family,  in  October,  1610,  at  Alcala  de  Henares,  the  nursery  of  science,  and 
the  name  of  which  is  associated  in  Spain  with  the  brightest  ornaments  of  both 
church  and  state.  Soils,  while  very  young,  exhibited  the  sparks  of  future 
genius,  especially  in  the  vivacity  of  his  imagination  and  a  sensibility  to  the 
beautiful.  He  showed  a  decided  turn  for  dramatic  composition,  and  pro- 
duced a  comedy,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  which  would  have  reflected  credit 
on  a  riper  age.  He  afterwards  devoted  himself  with  assiduity  to  the  study 
of  ethics,  the  fruits  of  which  are  visible  in  the  moral  reflections  which  give  a 
didactic  character  to  the  lightest  of  his  compositions. 

At  the  usual  age  he  entered  the  University  of  Salamanca,  and  went  through 
the  regular  course  of  the  canon  and  civil  law.  But  the  imaginative  spirit  of 
Solis  took  much  more  delight  in  the  soft  revels  of  the  Muses  than  in  the  severe 
discipline  of  the  schools  ;  and  he  produced  a  number  of  pieces  for  the  thea- 
tre, much  esteemed  for  the  richness  of  the  diction,  and  for  the  ingenious  and 
delicate  texture  of  the  intrigue.  His  taste  for  dramatic  composition  was,  no 
doubt,  nourished  by  his  intimacy  with  the  great  Calderon,  for  whose  dramas 
he  prepared  several /c^i-,  or  prologues.  I'he  amiable  manners  and  brilliant 
acquisitions  of  Solis  recommended  him  to  the  favor  of  the  Conde  de 
Oropesa,  viceroy  of  Navarre,  who  made  him  his  secretary.  The  letters 
written  by  him,  while  in  the  service  of  this  nobleman,  and  afterwards,  have 
some  of  them  been  given  to  the  public,  and  are  much  commended  for  the 
suavity  and  elegance  of  expression,  characteristic  of  all  the  writings  of  their 
author. 

The  increasing  reputation  of  Solis  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Court,  and, 
in  1 661,  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  queen  dowager, — an  office  which  he 
had  declined  under  Philip  the  Fourth, — and  he  was  also  preferred  to  the 
still  more  important  post  of  Historiographer  of  the  Indies,  an  appointment 
which  stimulated  his  ambition  to  a  bold  career,  different  from  any  thing  he 
had  yet  attempted.  Five  years  after  this  event,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  he 
made  a  most  important  change  in  his  way  of  life,  by  embracing  the  religious 
profession,  and  was  admitted  to  priest's  orders  in  1666.  From  this  time,  he 
discontinued  his  addresses  to  the  comic  Muse;  and,  if  we  may  credit  his 
biographers,  even  refused,  from  conscientious  scruples,  to  engage  in  the 
composition  of  the  religious  dramas,  styled  autos  sacramentales,  although  the 
field  was  now  opened  to  him  by  the  death  of  the  poet  Calderon.  But  such 
tenderness  of  conscience  it  seems  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the  publication 
of  his  various  comedies,  which  took  place  in  168 1.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  he  devoted  himself  zealously  to  his  new  profession,  and  to  the  historical 
studies  in  which  his  office  of  chronicler  had  engaged  him.  At  length,  the 
fruits  of  these  studies  were  given  to  the  world  in  his  Conquista  de  Mejico^ 
which  appeared  at  Madrid  in  1684.  He  designed,  it  is  said,  to  continue  the 
work  to  the  times  after  the  Conquest.  But,  if  so,  he  was  unfortunately  pre- 
vented by  his  death,  which  occurred  about  two  years  after  the  publication  of 
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his  history,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1686.  He  died  at  the  z^e  of  seventy-six, 
much  regarded  for  his  virtues,  and  admired  for  his  genius,  but  in  that  poverty 
with  which  genius  and  virtue  are  too  often  requited. 

The  miscellaneous  poems  of  Solis  were  collected  and  published  a  few 
years  after  his  death,  in  one  volume  quarto  ;  which  has  since  been  reprinted. 
But  his  great  work,  that  on  which  nis  fame  is  permanently  to  rest,  is  his 
Conquista  de  Mejico.  Notwithstanding  the  field  of  history  had  been  occupied 
by  so  many  eminent  Spanish  scholars,  there  was  still  a  new  career  open  to 
Solis.  His  predecessors,  with  all  their  merits,  had  shown  a  strange  ignor- 
ance of  the  principles  of  art.  They  had  regarded  historical  writing,  not  as 
a  work  of  art,  but  as  a  science.  They  had  approached  it  on  that  side  only, 
And  thus  divorced  it  from  its  legitimate  connexion  with  belles-lettres.  They 
had  thought  only  of  the  useful,  and  nothing  of  the  beaut'ful  ;  had  addressed 
themselves  to  the  business  of  instruction,  not  to  that  of  giving  pleasure  ;  to 
the  man  of  letters,  studious  to  hive  up  knowledge,  not  to  the  man  of  leisure, 
who  turns  to  books  as  a  solace  or  a  recreation.  Such  writers  are  never  in 
the  hands  of  the  many, — not  even  of  the  cultivated  many.  They  are  con- 
demned to  the  closet  of  the  student,  painfully  toiling  after  truth,  and  little 
mindful  of  the  coarse  covering  under  which  she  may  be  wrapped.  Some  of 
the  most  distinguished  of  the  national  historiographers,  as,  for  example, 
Herrera  and  Zurita,  two  of  the  greatest  names  in  Castile  and  Aragon,  fall 
under  this  censure.  They  display  acuteness,  strength  of  argument,  judicious 
criticism,  wonderful  patience  ancl  industry  in  accumulating  details  for  their 
varied  and  voluminous  compilations  ;  but  in  all  the  graces  of  composition, — 
in  elegance  of  style,  skilful  arrangement  of  the  story,  and  in  selection  of 
incidents,  they  r  re  lamentably  deficient.  With  all  their  high  merits,  intel- 
lectually considered,  they  are  so  defective  on  the  score  of  art,  that  they  can 
neither  be  popular,  nor  reverenced  as  the  great  classics  of  the  nation. 

Soils  saw  that  the  field  was  unapi)ropriated  by  his  predecessors,  and  had 
the  address  to  avail  himself  of  it.  Instead  of  spreading  himself  over  a  vast 
range,  where  lie  must  exjjend  his  efforts  on  cold  and  barren  generalities,  he 
fixed  his  attention  on  one  great  theme, — one,  that,  by  its  ])icturesciue  accom- 
paniments, the  romantic  incidents  of  the  story,  the  adventurous  cliaracter  of 
the  actors,  and  their  exploits,  associated  with  many  a  j^roud  and  patriotic 
feeling  in  the  bosom  of  the  Spaniard, — one,  in  fine,  that,  by  the  brilliant  con- 
trast it  afforded  of  European  civilization  to  the  barbaric  splendors  of  an 
Indian  dynasty,  was  remarkably  suited  to  the  kindling  imagination  of  the 
poet.  It  was  accordingly  under  its  poetic  asjiect,  that  the  eve  of  Solfs  sui 
veyed  it.  He  distributed  the  whole  subject  with  admirable  skill,  keeping 
down  the  subordinate  parts  bringing  the  most  imjiortant  into  high  relief,  and, 
by  a  careful  study  of  its  proportions,  giving  an  admirable  svmmctry  to  the 
whole.  Instead  of  bewildering  the  attention  by  a  varietv  of  objects,  he  pre- 
sented to  it  one  great  and  predominant  idea,  which  shed  its  light,  if  I  may  so 
say,  over  his  whole  work.  Instead  of  the  numerous  ejnsodes,  leading,  like 
so  many  blind  galleries,  to  nothing,  he  took  the  student  along  a  great  road, 
conducting  straight  towards  the  mark.  At  every  step  which  we  take  in  the 
narrative,  we  feel  f)nrsclvcs  on  the  advance.  The  storv  never  falters  or 
stands  still.  That  admirable  liaison  of  the  parts  is  maintained,  by  which  one 
part  is  held  to  another,  and  each  preceding  event  prepares  the  wav  for  that 
which  is  to  follow.  Even  those  occasional  interruptions,  the  great  stumbling- 
block  of  the  historian,  which  cannot  be  avoided,  in  consequence  of  the  im- 
portant bearing  which  the  events  that  cause  them  have  on  the  story,  arc 
managed  with  such  address,  that,  if  the  interest  is  suspended,  it  is  never 
.snapped.  Such  halting-places,  indeed,  are  so  contrived,  ;".s  to  afford  a  rcpi'sc 
not  unwelcome  after  the  stirring  scenes  in  which  the  reader  has  l>een  long 
involved;  as  the  travcll«r,  exhausted  by  the  fatigues  of  his  journey,  finds 
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refreshment  at  places,  which,  in  their  own  character,  have  little  to  reconk 
mend  them. 

The  work,  thus  conducted,  affords  the  interest  of  a  grand  spectacle — of 
some  well-ordered  drama,  in  which  scene  succeeds  to  scene,  act  to  act,  each 
unfolding  and  preparing  the  mind  for  the  one  that  is  to  follow,  until  the 
whole  is  consummated  b^  the  grand  and  decisive  denouement.  With  this 
denouement^  the  fall  of  Mexico,  Solis  has  closed  his  history,  preferring  to 
leave  the  full  impression  unbroken  on  the  reader's  mind,  rather  than  to  weaken 
it  by  prolonging  the  narrative  to  the  Conqueror's  death.  In  this  he  certainly 
consulted  effect. 

Solis  used  the  same  care  in  regard  to  style,  that  he  showed  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  his  story.  It  is  elaborated  with  nicest  art,  and  displays  that  varied 
beauty  and  brilliancy  which  remind  us  of  those  finely  variegated  woods, 
which,  under  a  high  polish,  display  all  the  rich  tints  that  lie  beneath  the 
surface.  Yet  this  style  finds  little  favor  with  foreign  critics,  who  are  apt  to 
condemn  it  as  tumid,  artificial,  and  verbose.  But  let  the  foreign  critic  beware 
how  he  meddles  with  style,  that  impalpable  essence  which  surrounds  thought  as 
with  an  atmosphere,  giving  to  it  its  life  and  peculiar  tone  of  color,  differing  in 
different  nations,  like  the  atmospheres  which  envelope  the  different  planets 
of  our  system,  and  which  require  to  be  comprehended,  that  we  may  interpret 
the  character  of  the  objects  seen  through  their  medium.  None  but  a  native 
can  pronounce  with  any  confidence  upon  style,  affected,  as  it  is,  by  so  many 
casual  and  local  associations,  that  determine  its  propriety  and  its  elegance. 
In  the  judgment  of  eminent  Spanish  critics,  the  style  of  Solis  claims  the 
merits  of  perspicuity,  copiousness,  and  classic  elegance.  Even  the  foreigner 
will  not  be  insensible  to  its  power  of  conveying  a  living  picture  to  the  eye. 
Words  are  the  colors  of  the  writer,  and  Soils  uses  them  with  the  skill  of  a 
consummate  artist ;  now  displaying  the  dark  tumult  of  battle,  and  now  re- 
freshing the  mind  by  scenes  of  quiet  magnificence,  or  of  soft  luxury  and  re- 
pose. 

Solis  formed  himself,  to  some  extent,  on  the  historical  models  of  Antiquity. 
He  introduced  set  speeches  into  the  mouths  of  his  personages,  speeches,  of 
his  own  composing.  The  practice  may  claim  high  authority  among  moderns 
as  well  as  ancients,  especially  among  the  great  Italian  historians.  It  has  its 
advantages,  in  enabling  the'  writer  to  convey,  in  a  dramatic  form,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  actors,  and  thus  to  maintain  the  charm  of  historic  illusion  by 
never  introducing  the  person  of  the  historian.  It  has  also  another  advantage, 
that  of  exhibiting  the  author's  own  sentiments  under  cover  of  his  hero's, — a 
more  effective  mode  than  if  they  were  introduced  as  his  own.  But,  to  one 
trained  in  the  school  of  the  great  English  historians,  the  practice  has  some- 
thing in  it  unsatisfactory  and  displeasing.  There  is  something  like  decep- 
tion in  it.  The  reader  is  unable  to  determine  what  are  the  sentiments  of  the 
characters  and  what  those  of  the  author.  History  assumes  the  air  of  romance, 
and  the  bewildered  student  wanders  about  in  an  uncertain  light,  doubtful 
whether  he  is  treading  on  fact  or  fiction. 

It  is  open  to  another  objection,  when,  as  it  frequently  does,  it  violates  the 
propriety  of  costume.  Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  preserve  the  keep- 
ing of  the  piece,  when  the  new  is  thus  laid  on  the  old, — the  imitation  of  the 
antique  on  the  antique  itself.  The  declamations  of  Soils  are  much  prized  as 
specimens  of  eloquence.  But  they  are  too  often  misplaced  ;  and  the  rude 
characters,  into  whose  mouths  they  are  inserted,  are  as  little  in  keeping  with 
them,  as  were  the  Roman  heroes  with  the  fashionable  wig  and  sword,  with 
which  they  strutted  on  the  French  stage  in  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  time. 

As  to  the  value  of  the  researches  made  by  Solis  in  the  compilation  of  his 
work  it  is  not  easy  to  speak,  for  the  page  is  supported  by  none  of  the  notes 
and  references  which  enable  us  to  track  the  modem  author  to  the  quarry 
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whence  he  has  drawn  his  materials.  It  was  not  the  usage  of  the  age.  The 
people  of  that  day,  and,  indeed,  of  preceding  times,  were  content  to  take  the 
author's  word  for  his  facts.  They  did  not  require  to  know  why  he  atdrmed 
this  thing  or  doubted  that  ;  whether  he  built  his  story  on  the  authoriiy  of  a 
friend,  or  of  a  foe,  of  a  writer  of  good  report  or  of  evil  report.  In  short,  they 
did  not  demand  a  reason  for  their  faitn.  They  were  content  to  take  it  on 
trust.  This  was  very  comfortable  to  the  historian.  It  saved  him  a  world 
of  trouble  in  the  process,  and  it  prevented  the  detection  of  error,  or,  at  least, 
of  negligence.  It  prevented  it  with  all  who  did  not  carefully  go  over  the 
same  ground  with  himself.  They  who  have  occasion  to  do  this  with  Solis 
will  probably  arise  from  the  examination  with  no  very  favorable  idea  of  the 
extent  of  his  researches  ;  they  will  find,  that,  though  his  situation  gave  him 
access  to  the  most  valuable  repositories  in  the  kingdom,  he  rarely  ascends 
to  original  documents,  but  contents  himself  with  the  most  obvious  and  acces- 
sible ;  that  he  rarely  discriminates  between  the  contemporary  testimony,  and 
that  of  later  date  ;  in  a  word,  that,  in  all  that  constitutes  the  scientific  value 
of  history,  he  falls  far  below  his  learned  predecessor,  Herrera, — rapid  as  was 
the  composition  of  this  last. 

Another  objection  that  may  be  made  to  Soli's  is  his  bigotry,  or  rather  his 
fanaticism.  This  defect,  so  rei)Ugnant  to  the  philosophic  spirit  which  should 
preside  over  the  labors  of  the  historian,  he  possessed,  it  is  true,  in  common 
with  many  of  his  countrymen.  But  in  him  it  was  carried  to  an  uncommon 
height  ;  and  it  was  peculiarly  unfortunate,  since  his  subject,  being  the  con- 
test between  the  Christian  and  the  Infidel,  naturally  drew  forth  the  full  dis- 
play of  this  failing.  Instead  of  regarding  the  benighted  heathen  with  the 
usual  measure  of  aversion  in  which  they  were  held  in  the  Peninsula,  after  the 
subjugation  of  Granada,  he  considered  them  as  j)art  of  the  grand  confederacy 
of  Satan,  not  merely  breathing  the  spirit  and  acting  under  the  invisible  influ- 
ence of  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  but  holding  personal  communication  with 
him  ;  he  seems  to  have  regarded  them,  in  short,  as  his  regular  and  organ- 
ized militia.  In  this  view,  every  act  of  the  unfortunate  enemy  was  a  crime. 
Even  good  acts  were  misre])resented,  or  referred  to  evil  motives  ;  for  hov» 
could  goodness  originate  with  the  Spirit  of  Evil  .<*  No  better  evidence  of  the 
results  of  this  way  of  thinking  need  be  given,  than  that  afforded  bv  the  ill- 
favored  and  unauthorized  portrait  which  the  historian  has  left  us  of  Nlontezu- 
ma, — even  in  his  dying  hours.  The  war  of  the  CoiK|uest  was,  in  short,  in 
the  historian's  eye,  a  conflict  between  light  and  darkness,  between  the  good 
principle  and  the  evil  principle,  between  the  soldiers  of  Satan  and  the  chiv- 
alry of  the  Cross.  It  was  a  Holy  War,  in  which  the  sanctity  of  the  cause 
covered  up  the  sins  of  the  Confpierors  ;  and  every  one — the  meanest  soldiers 
who  fell  in  it — might  aspire  to  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  With  sympathies 
thus  pre-occupied,  what  room  was  there  for  that  impartial  criticism  which  is 
the  life  of  history  } 

The  historian's  overweening  partiality  to  the  Conquerors  is  still  further 
heightened  by  those  feelings  of  patriotism, — a  bastard  patriotism, — which 
identifying  the  writer's  own  glory  with  that  of  his  countrymen,  m.ikcs  him 
blind  to  their  errors.  This  partiality  is  especially  shown  in  regartl  to  Cortds, 
the  hero  f)f  the  piece.  The  lights  and  shadows  of  the  pictures  arc  all  dis- 
posed with  reference  to  this  principal  character.  The  good  is  ostentatiously 
paraded  Ix-forc  us,  and  the  bad  is  winked  out  of  sight.  SoHs  docs  not  stop 
here,  but,  by  the  artful  gloss  which  makes  the  worse  appear  the  Ixrlter  cause, 
he  calls  on  us  to  admire  his  hero  sometimes  for  his  vcrv  n  ions.      No 

one,  not  even  (iom.ira  himself,  is  such   a  wholesale  cnc-  1  the  great 

Con(|ueror  ;  and,  when  his  views  arc  contradicted  bv  llic  statenR-nt.-*  of 
honest  Diaz,  Solis  is  sure  to  find  a  motive  for  the  discrepancy  in  some  sini»- 
ter  purpose  d  the  veteran,  lie  knows  more  of  Corttfs,  of  his  actions  and 
kis  motives,  than  his  companions  in  arms,  or  his  admiring  chaplain. 
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In  this  way  Solis  has  presented  a  beautiful  image  of  his  hero, — but  it  is  » 
hero  of  romance  ;  a  character  without  a  blemish.  An  eminent  Castilian  critic 
has  commended  him  for  ''  having  conducted  his  history  with  so  much  art, 
that  it  has  become  a  panegyric."  This  may  be  true  ;  but,  if  history  be  pane- 
gyric, panegyric  is  not  history. 

Yet,  with  all  these  defects, — the  existence  of  which  no  candid  critic  will  be 
disposed  to  deny, — the  History  of  Soils  has  found  such  favor  with  his  own 
countrymen,  that  it  has  been  printed  and  reprinted,  with  all  the  refinements 
of  editorial  luxury.  It  has  been  translated  into  the  principle  'anguages  of 
Europe  ;  and  such  is  the  charm  of  its  composition,  and  its  exquisite  finish 
as  a  work  of  art,  that  it  will  doubtless  be  as  imperishable  as  the  language  in 
which  it  is  wfltten,  or  the  memory  of  the  events  which  it  records. 

At  this  place,  also,  we  are  to  take  leave  of  father  Sahagun,  who  has  ac- 
companied us  through  our  narrative.  As  his  information  was  collected  from 
the  traditions  of  the  natives,  the  contemporaries  of  the  Conquest,  it  has  been 
of  considerable  importance  in  corroborating  or  contradicting  the  statements 
of  the  Conquerors.  Yet  its  value  in  this  respect  is  much  impaired  by  the 
wild  and  random  character  of  many  of  the  Aztec  traditions, — so  absurd,  in- 
deed, as  to  carry  their  own  refutation  with  them.  Where  the  passions  are 
enlisted,  what  is  too  absurd  to  find  credit  ? 

The  Twelfth  Book — as  it  would  appear  from  his  Preface,  the  Ninth  Book 
originally — of  his  Historia  de  la  Nueva  Espaha  is  devoted  to  the  account  of 
the  Conquest.  In  1585,  thirty  years  after  the  first  draft,  he  rewrote  this 
part  of  his  great  work,  moved  to  it,  as  he  tells  us,  "  by  the  desire  to  correct 
the  defects  of  the  first  account,  in  which  some  things  had  found  their  way 
that  had  better  been  omitted,  and  other  things  omitted  which  were  well  de- 
serving of  record."  *  It  might  be  supposed,  that  the  obloquy,  which  the  mis- 
sionary had  brought  on  his  head  by  his  honest  recital  of  the  Aztec  traditions, 
would  have  made  him  more  circumspect  in  this  rifacimento  of  his  former  nar- 
rative. But  I  have  not  found  it  so  ;  or  that  there  has  been  any  effort  to 
mitigate  the  statements  that  bore  hardest  on  his  countrymen.  As  this  man- 
uscript copy  must  have  been  that  which  the  author  himself  deemed  the  most 
correct,  since  it  is  his  last  revision,  and  as  it  is  more  copious  than  the 
printed  narrative,  I  have  been  usually  guided  by  it. 

Seilor  de  Bustamante  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  edition  of  this 
Twelfth  Book,  which  he  published  in  Mexico,  in  1829,  is  from  the  reformed 
copy  of  Sahagun.  The  manuscript  cited  in  these  pages  is  undoubtedly  a 
transcript  of  that  copy.  For  in  the  Preface  to  it,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
author  himself  declares  it.— In  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  two  drafts  there  is, 
after  all,  but  little  difference. 

*  "  En  el  libro  nono,  donde  se  trata  esta  Conquista,  se  hicidron  ciertos  defectos  ;  y  fue,  que 
algunas  cosas  se  pusi^ron  en  la  narracion  de  este  Conquista  que  fu^ron  mal  puestas  ;  y  otras  se 
callaron,  que  fudron  mal  calladas.  For  esta  causa,  este  ano  de  mil  quioientos  ochenta  y  ciccOf 
enmende  eete  Libro."    MS. 


BOOK  SEVENTH. 

CONCLUSION. 
SUBSEQUENT   CAREER   OF  CORTlfc 


BOOK    VII. 

CONCLUSION. 
SUBSEQUENT  CAREER  OF  CORTES. 


CHAPTER    I. 

Torture  of  Guatemoztn. — Submission  of  the  Country.— 
Re-building  of  the  Capital. — Mission  to  Castile. — Com- 
plaints against  Cortes. — He  is  confirmed  in  his  Author- 
ity. 

1521— 1522. 

The  history  of  the  Conquest  of  Mexico  terminates  with  the 
surrender  of  the  capital.  But  the  history  of  the  Conquest  is  so 
intimately  blended  with  that  of  the  extraordinary  man  who 
achieved  it,  that  there  would  seem  to  be  an  incompleteness  in 
the  narrative,  if  it  were  not  continued  to  the  close  of  his  per- 
sonal career.  This  part  of  the  subject  has  been  very  imperfectly 
treated  by  preceding  writers.  I  shall  therefore  avail  myself  of 
the  authentic  materials  in  my  possession  to  give  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  brilliant,  but  checkered,  fortunes  which  marked  the  sub- 
sequent career  of  Cortc^s. 

The  first  ebullition  of  triumph  was  succeeded  in  the  army  by 
very  dilTerent  feelings,  as  tiiey  beheld  the  scanty  spoil  gleaned 
from  the  conquered  city,  and  as  they  brooded  over  the  inade- 
quate compensation  they  were  to  receive  for  all  their  toils  and 
sufferings.  Some  of  the  soldiers  of  Narvaez,  with  feelings  of 
bitter  disappointment,  absolutely  declined  to  accept  their  shares. 
Some  murmured  audibly  against  the  general,  and  others  against 
Guatcmozin,  who,  they  said,  could  reveal,  if  he  chose,  the  place 
where  the  treasures  were  secreted.  The  white  walls  of  the  bar- 
racks were  covered  with  epigrams  and  pasquinades   levelled  at 
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Cortds,  whom  they  accused  of  taking  one-fifth  of  the  booty  as 
Commander-in-chief,  and  another  fifth  as  King."  As  Guatemo- 
zin  refused  to  make  any  revelation  in  respect  to  the  treasure,  or 
rather  declared  there  was  none  to  make,  the  soldiers  loudly  in- 
sisted on  his  being  put  to  the  torture.  But  for  this  act  of  vio- 
lence, so  contrary  to  the  promise  of  protection  recently  made  to 
the  Indian  prince,  Cortes  was  not  prepared  ;  and  he  resisted  the 
demand,  until  the  men,  instigated,  it  is  said,  by  the  royal  treas- 
urer, Alderete,  accused  the  general  of  a  secret  understanding 
with  Guatemozin,  and  of  a  design  to  defraud  the  Spanish  sover- 
eigns and  themselves.  These  unmerited  taunts  stung  Cortes  to 
the  quick,  and  in  an  evil  hour  he  delivered  the  Aztec  prince  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies  to  work  their  pleasure  on  him. 

But  the  hero,  who  had  braved  death  in  its  most  awful  forms, 
was  not  to  be  intimidated  by  bodily  suffering.  When  his  com- 
panion, the  cacique  of  Tacuba,  who  was  put  to  the  torture  with 
him,  testified  his  anguish  by  his  groans,  Guatemozin  coldly  re- 
buked him  by  exclaiming,  "  And  do  you  think  I,  then,  am  taking 
my  pleasure  in  my  bath  t  "  ^  At  length  Cortes,  ashamed  of  the 
base  part  he  was  led  to  play,  rescued  the  Aztec  prince  from  his 
tormentors  before  it  was  too  late  ; — not,  however,  before  it  was 
too  late  for  his  own  honor,  which  has  suffered  an  indelible  stain 
from  his  treatment  of  his  royal  prisoner. 

All  that  could  be  wrung  from  Guatemozin  by  the  extremity  of 
his  sufferings  was  the  confession  that  much  gold  had  been  thrown 
into  the  water.  But,  although  the  best  divers  were  employed, 
under  the  eye  of  Cortes  himself,  to  search  the  oozy  bed  of  the 
lake,  only  a  few  articles  of  inconsiderable  value  were  drawn  from 
it.  They  had  better  fortune  in  searching  a  pond  in  Guatemo- 
zin's  gardens,  where  a  sun,  as  it  is  called,  probably  one  of  the 
Aztec  calendar  wheels,  made  of  pure  gold,  of  great  size  and 
thickness,  was  discovered.  The  cacique  of  Tacuba  had  con- 
fessed that  a  quantity  of  treasure  was  buried  in  the  ground  at 
one  of  his  own  villas.  But,  when  the  Spaniards  carried  him  to 
the  spot,  he  alleged  that  "  his  only  motive  for  saying  so  was  the 
hope  of  dying  on  the  road  ! ''  The  soldiers,  disappointed  in 
their  expectations,  now,  with  the  usual  caprice  of  an  unlicensed 
mob,  changed  their  tone,  and  openly  accused  their  commander 
of  cruelty  to  his  captive.  The  charge  was  well  deserved, — but 
not  from  them.^ 

1  "  ^*  Estoi  yo  en  algun  deleite,  6  bano  ?  "  (Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  145.) 
The  literal  version  is  not  so  poetical  as  "  the  bed  of  flowers,"  into  which  this 
exclamation  of  Guatemozin  is  usually  rendered. 

2  The  most  particular  account  of  this  disgraceful  transaction  is  given  by 
Bernal  Diaz,  one  of  those  selected  to  accompany  the  lord  of  Tacuba  to  his 
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The  tidings  of  the  fall  of  Mexico  were  borne  on  the  wings  of 
the  wind  over  the  plateau,  and  down  the  broad  sides  of  the  Cor- 
dilleras.  Many  an  envoy  made  his  appearance  from  the  remote 
Indian  tribes,  anxious  to  learn  the  truth  of  the  astounding  intel- 
ligence, and  to  gaze  with  their  own  eyes  on  the  ruins  of  the  de- 
tested city.  Among  these  were  ambassadors  from  the  kingdom 
of  Michuacan,  a  powerful  and  independent  state,  inhabited  by 
one  of  the  kindred  Nahuatlac  races,  and  lying  between  the 
Mexican  Valley  and  the  Pacific.  The  embassy  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  the  king  of  the  country  in  person,  who  came  in  great 
state  to  the  Castilian  quarters.  Cortds  received  him  with  equal 
parade,  astonished  him  by  the  brilliant  evolutions  of  his  cavalry, 
and  by  the  thunders  of  his  ordnance,  and  escorted  him  in  one 
of  the  brigantines  round  the  fallen  city,  whose  pile  of  smoulder- 
ing palaces  and  temples  was  all  that  now  remained  of  the  once 
dread  capital  of  Anahuac.  The  Indian  monarch  gazed  with 
silent  awe  on  the  scene  of  desolation,  and  eagerly  craved  the 
the  protection  of  the  invincible  beings  who  had  caused  it.^  His 
example  was  followed  by  ambassadors  from  the  remote  regions 
which  had  never  yet  had  intercourse  with  the  Spaniards.  Cor- 
tds,  who  saw  the  boundaries  of  his  empire  thus  rapidly  enlarging, 
availed  himself  of  the  favorable  dispositions  of  the  natives  to 
ascertain  the  products  and   resources  of  their  several  countries. 

Two  small  detachments  were  sent  into  the  friendly  state  of 
Michuacan,  through  which  country  they  penetrated  to  the  bor- 
ders of  the  great  Southern  ocean.  No  l^uropean  hnd  as  yet 
descended  on  its  shores  so  far  north  of  the  equator.  The  Span- 
iards eagerly  advanced  into  its  waters,  erected  a  cross  on  the 
sandy  margin,  and  took  possession  of  it,  with  all  the  usual  for- 
malities, in  the  name  of  their  Most  Catholic  Majesties.  On 
their  return,  they  visited  some  of  the  rich  districts  towards  the 
north,  since  celebrated  for  their  mineral  treasures,  and  brought 
back  samples  of  gold  and  California  pearls,  with  an  account  of 
their  discovery  of  the  Ocean.     The  imagination  of  Cortes  was 

▼ilia.  (Ffist.  rlc  !.i  Confiuist.-i,  c.ip.  157.)  Tic  notices  the  aff.iir  with  be- 
coriuiiR  imiignation,  but  cxcuiics  Cortes  from  a  voluntary  part  in  it. 

*  kel.   Tcrc.  de  Cortes,  ap.   l^rcnzana,  p.  30S. 

The  simple  statement  of  the  Conqueror  contr.isl8  strongly  with  the  pom- 
pous narrative  of  llerrcra,  (Hist,  (iencral,  dec.  3,  lib.  3,  cap.  3.)  and  with 
that  of  father  Cavo,  who  may  draw  a  litijc  on  his  «iwn  im.^ination.  '*  C  or- 
tcfs  en  ima  c.inoa  ricanunte  cntapizada,  llev6  A  el  Rev  Vchichiize,  v  i  I08 
n<>l)les  (le  Mu  hoacan  a  Mexico.  Kstc  es  uno  dc  los  palaci(»s  <lc  Moctluni/Av 
ma  (ks  (lc(i.i)  ;  alii  rsta  el  gran  tcmplo  dr  Huit/iloinu  tli  ;  eslas  ruinas  son 
del  grande  cdificio  dc  Quauhtemoc,  aquclloA  dc  la  gran  plaza  del  mcrcada 
Conmovido  Vchichilzi  de  cste  e»pcti:'u;ulo,  sc  le  saltirim  laB  lag'imas."  Lot 
Trcs  Siglos  dc  Mt'xico,  (Mexico,  1836,)  torn.  I.  p.  i"j. 
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kindled,  and  his  soul  swelled  with  exultation  at  the  splendid 
prospects  which  their  discoveries  unfolded.  "  Most  of  all,"  he 
writes  to  the  emperor,  "  do  I  exult  in  the  tidings  brought  me  of 
the  Great  Ocean.  For  in  it,  as  cosmographers,  and  those  learned 
men  who  know  most  about  the  Indies,  inform  us,  are  scattered 
the  rich  isles  teeming  with  gold  and  spices  and  precious 
stones."*  He  at  once  sought  a  favorable  spot  for  a  colony  ou 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  and  made  arrangements  for  the  con- 
struction of  four  vessels  to  explore  the  mysteries  of  these  un- 
known seas.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his  noble  enterprises 
for  discovery  in  the  Gulf  of  California. 

Although  the  greater  part  of  Anahuac,  overawed  by  the  suc- 
cesses of  the  Spaniards,  had  tendered  their  allegiance,  there 
were  some,  especially  on  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Cordilleras, 
who  showed  a  less  submissive  disposition.  Cortes  instantly  sent 
out  strong  detachments  under  Sandoval  and  Alvarado  to  reduce 
the  enemy  and  establish  colonies  in  the  conquered  provinces. 
The  highly  colored  reports,  which  Alvarado,  who  had  a  quick 
scent  for  gold,  gave  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  Oaxaca,  no  doubt 
operated  with  Cortes  in  determining  him  to  select  this  region  for 
his  own  particular  domain. 

The  commander-in-chief,  with  his  little  band  of  Spaniards, 
now  daily  recruited  by  reinforcements  from  the  Islands,  still  oc- 
cupied the  quarters  of  Cojohuacan,  which  they  had  taken  up  at 
the  termination  of  the  siege.  Cortes  did  not  immediately  de- 
cide in  what  quarter  of  the  Valley  to  establish  the  new  capital 
which  was  to  take  the  place  of  the  ancient  Tenochtitlan.  The 
situation  of  the  latter,  surrounded  by  water  and  exposed  to  oc- 
casional inundations,  had  some  obvious  disadvantages.  But 
there  was  no  doubt  that  in  some  part  of  the  elevated  and  central 
plateau  of  the  Valley  the  new  metropolis  should  be  built,  to 
which  both  European  and  Indian  might  look  up  as  to  the  head 
of  the  colonial  empire  of  Spain.  At  length  he  decided  on  re- 
taining the  site  of  the  ancient  city,  moved  to  it,  as  he  says,  "  by 
its  past  renown,  and  the  memory  " — not  an  enviable  one,  surely — ■ 
*'in  which  it  was  held  among  the  nations  "  ;  and  he  made  prepa- 
ations  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  capital  on  a  scale  of  mag- 

*  "  Que  todos  los  que  tienen  alguna  ciencia,  y  experiencia  en  la  Navega- 
cion  de  las  Indias,  han  tenido  por  muy  cierto,  que  descubriendo  por  estas 
Partes  la  Mar  del  Sur,  se  habian  de  hallar  muchas  Islas  ricas  de  Oro,  y  Per- 
las,  y  Piedras  preciosas,  y  Especeria,  y  se  habian  de  descubrir  y  hallar  otros 
muchos  secretos  y  cosas  admirables."  Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana, 
pp.  302,  303. 

^  "  Y  crea  Vuestra  Magestad,  que  cada  dia  se  ira  ennobleciendo  en  tal 
manera,  que  como  antes  fue  Principal,  y  Senora  de  todas  estas  Provindaa, 
que  lo  serd  tambien  de  aqul  adelante."     Ibid.,  p.  307. 
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nificence,  which  should,  in  his  own  language,  "  raise  her  to  the 
rank  of  Queen  of  the  surrounding  provinces,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  she  had  been  of  yore."^ 

The  labor  was  to  be  performed  by  the  Indian  population, 
drawn  from  all  quarters  of  the  Valley,  and  including  the  Mexi- 
cans themselves,  great  numbers  of  whom  still  lingered  in  the 
neighborhood  of  their  ancient  residence.  At  first  they  showed 
reluctance,  and  even  symptoms  of  hostility,  when  called  to  this 
work  of  humiliation  by  their  conquerors.  But  Cortes  had  the 
address  to  secure  some  of  the  principal  chiefs  in  his  interests, 
and,  under  their  authority  and  direction,  the  labors  of  their 
countrymen  was  conducted.  The  deep  groves  of  the  Valley  and 
the  forests  of  the  neighboring  hills  supplied  cedar,  cypress,  and 
other  durable  woods,  for  the  interior  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
quarries  of  tetzontli  and  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  edifices  furnish- 
ed abundance  of  stone.  As  there  were  no  beasts  of  draught  em- 
ployed by  the  Aztecs,  an  immense  number  of  hands  was  neces- 
sarily required  for  the  work.  All  within  the  immediate  control 
of  Cortds  were  pressed  into  the  service.  The  spot  so  recently 
deserted  now  swarmed  with  multitudes  of  Indians  of  various 
tribes,  and  with  Europeans,  the  latter  directing,  while  the  others 
labored.  The  prophecy  of  the  Aztecs  was  accomplished.^  And 
the  work  of  reconstruction  went  forward  with  a  rapidity  like  that 
shown  by  an  Asiatic  despot,  who  concentrates  the  population  of 
an  empire  on  the  erection  of  a  favorite  capital."^ 

Yet  the  condition  of  Cortds,  notwithstanding  the  success  of 
his  arms,  suggested  many  causes  for  anxiety.  He  had  not  re- 
ceived a  word  of  encouragement  from  home, — not  a  word, 
indeed,  of  encouragement  or  censure.  In  what  light  his  irregu- 
lar course  was  regarded  by  the  government  or  the  nation  was 
still  matter  of  painful  uncertainty.  He  now  prepared  another 
Letter  to  the  emperor,  the  Third  in  the  published  series,  written 
in  the  same  simple  and  energetic  style  which  has  entitled  his 
Commentaries,  as  they  may  be  called,  to  a  comparison  with 
those  of  Caesar.     It  was  dated  at   Cojohuacan,  May  15,   1522, 

*  Ante,  p.  262. 

'  Hcrrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  4,  cap.  8.— Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind., 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  32. — Camargo,  Hibt.  do  Tlaacala,  MS. — Gomar.i,  ('.(Snica, 
C«p.  162. 

"  En  la  ciKil  (la  cdificacion  dc  la  ciudad)  los  primeros  afios  and.iba  mas 
fcntequeen  la  cdificacion  del  lemplo  dc  Jerusalem,  por(|iic  ( ra  tanta  la 
gcntc  que  and.ilu  rn  l.is  obras,  que  apenas  podia  homhre  romper  por  algun- 
a«  ( .illcs  y  c.nl/ad.is,  atin(|uc  son  muv  anchas."  (Torihio.  I  list,  dc  los  In- 
dies, M.S.,  Parte  1,  rap,  i.)  Ixtlilxorhitl  nnpplirq  anv  blank  which  the  ira- 
apination  mi^ht  leave,  hv  fillinp  it  up  \vi»h   .\  -  s  the  number  of  nativM 

•mploycd  in  this  work  by  Cort^fsl     Venida  o  1    p.,  p.  60. 
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and  in  it  he  recapitulated  the  events  of  the  final  siege  of  the 
capital,  and  his  subsequent  operations,  accompanied  by  many 
sagacious  reflections,  as  usual,  on  the  character  and  resources 
of  the  country.  With  this  letter  he  purposed  to  send  the  royal 
fifth  of  the  spoils  of  Mexico,  and  a  rich  collection  of  fabrics, 
especially  of  gold  and  jewelry  wrought  into  many  rare  and  fanci- 
ful forms.  One  of  the  jewels  was  an  emerald,  cut  in  a  pyram- 
idal shape,  of  so  extraordinary  a  size,  that  the  base  was  as  broad 
as  the  palm  of  the  hand  !  ^  The  collection  was  still  further  aug- 
mented by  specimens  of  many  of  the  natural  products,  as  well 
as  of  animals  peculiar  to  the  country. 

The  army  wrote  a  letter  to  accompany  that  of  Cortes,  in  which 
they  expatiated  on  his  manifold  services,  and  besought  the  em- 
peror to  ratify  hi-s  proceedings  and  confirm  him  in  his  present 
authority.  The  important  mission  was  intrusted  to  two  of  the 
general's  confidential  officers,  Quifiones  and  Avila.  It  proved 
to  be  unfortunate.  The  agents  touched  at  the  Azores,  where 
Quinones  lost  his  life  in  a  brawl.  Avila,  resuming  his  voyage, 
was  captured  by  a  French  privateer,  and  the  rich  spoils  of  the 
Aztecs  went  into  the  treasury  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty. 
Francis  the  First  gazed  with  pardonable  envy  on  the  treasures 
which  his  Imperial  rival  drew  from  his  colonial  domains  ;  and 
he  intimated  his  discontent  by  peevishly  expressing  a  desire  "  to 
see  the  clause  in  Adam*s  testament  which  entitled  his  brothers 
of  Castile  and  Portugal  to  divide  the  New  World  between  them." 
Avila  found  means,  through  a  private  hand,  of  transmitting  his 
letters,  the  most  important  part  of  his  charge,  to  Spain,  where 
they  reached  the  court  in  safety.® 

While  these  events  were  passing,  affairs  in  Spain  had  been 
taking  an  unfavorable  turn  for  Cortes.  It  may  seem  strange 
that  the  brilliant  exploits  of  the  Conqueror  of  Mexico  should 
have  attracted  so  little  notice  from  the  government  at  home. 
But  the  country  was  at  that  time  distracted  by  the  dismal  feuds 
of  the  comunidades.  The  sovereign  was  in  Germany,  too  much 
engrossed  by  the  cares  of  the  empire  to  allow  leisure  for  those 
of  his  own  kingdom.  The  reins  of  government  were  in  the 
hands  of  Adrian,  Charles's  preceptor ;  a  man  whose  ascetic  and 
studious  habits  better  qualified  him  to  preside  over  a  college  of 

8  **  Sirvi^ron  al  Emperador  con  muchas  piedras,  1  entre  ellas  con  una  es- 
meralda  fina,  como  la  palma,  pero  quadrada,  i  que  se  remataba  en  punta 
como  piramide."  (Gomara,  Cronica,  cap.  146.)  Martyr  confirms  the  ac- 
count of  this  wonderful  emerald,  which,  he  says,  ''  was  reported  to  the  king 
and  council  to  be  nearly  as  broad  as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and  which  those, 
who  had  seen  it,  thought  could  not  be  procured  for  any  sum."  De  Orbe 
Novo,  dec.  8,  cap.  4. 

•'  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  169. 
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monks,  than  to  fill,  as  he  successively  did,  the  most  important 
posts  in  Christendom, — first  as  Regent  of  Castile,  afterwards  as 
Head  of  the  Church.  Yet  the  slow  and  hesitating  Adrian  could 
not  have  so  long  passed  over  in  silence  the  important  services 
of  Cortds,  but  for  the  hostile  interference  of  Velasquez,  the 
governor  of  Cuba,  sustained  by  Fonseca,  bishop  of  Burgos,  the 
chief  person  in  the  Spanish  colonial  department.  This  prelate, 
from  his  elevated  station,  possessed  paramount  authority  in  all 
matters  relating  to  the  Indies,  and  he  had  exerted  it  from  the 
first,  as  we  have  already  seen,  in  a  manner  most  prejudicial  to 
the  interest  of  Cortes.  He  had  now  the  address  to  obtain  a 
warrant  from  the  regent,  which  was  designed  to  ruin  the  Con- 
queror at  the  very  moment  when  his  great  enterprise  had  been 
crowned  with  success.  The  instrument,  after  recapitulating  the 
offences  of  Cortes  in  regard  to  Velasquez,  appoints  a  commis- 
sioner with  full  powers  to  visit  the  country,  to  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  general's  conduct,  to  suspend  him  from  his  functions, 
and  even  to  seize  his  person  and  sequestrate  his  property,  until 
the  pleasure  of  the  Castilian  court  could  he  known.  T'he  war- 
rant was  signed  by  Adrian,  at  Burgos,  on  the  nth  of  April,  152 1, 
and  countersigned  by  Fonseca.^'^ 

The  individual  selected  for  the  delicate  task  of  apprehending 
Cortds  and  bringing  him  to  trial,  on  the  theatre  of  his  own  dis- 
coveries and  in  the  heart  of  his  own  camp,  was  named  Christd- 
Val  de  Tapia,  veedor,  or  inspector  of  the  gold  foundries  in  St. 
Domingo.  He  was  a  feeble,  vascillating  man,  as  little  compe- 
tent to  cope  with  Cortes  in  civil  matters,  as  Narvaez  had  shown 
himself  to  be  in  military. 

The  commissioner,  clothed  in  his  brief  authority,  landed,  in 
December,  at  Villa  Rica.  But  he  was  coldly  received  by  the 
magistrates  of  the  city.  His  credentials  were  disputed,  on  the 
ground  of  some  technical  informality.  It  was  objected,  more- 
over, that  his  commission  was  founded  on  obvious  misrepre- 
sentations to  the  government  ;  and,  notwithstanding  a  most 
courteous  and  complimentary  epistle  which  he  received  from 
Cort(5s,  congratulating  him,  as  an  old  friend,  on  his  arrival,  the 
veedor  soon  found  that  he  was  neither  to  be  permitted  to  pene- 
trate far  into  the  country,  nor  to  exercise  any  control  there. 
He  loved   money,  and,  as  Cort(5s  knew  the  weak  side   of   his 

^  The  instrument  also  conferred  similar  powers  in  respect  to  an  inquiry 
Into  Narvac/.'s  treatment  of  the  licentiate  Ayllon.  The  whole  document  if 
cited  in  a  deposition  drawn  up  by  the  notary,  Alonso  de  Verpara,  setting 
forth  the  proceedings  of  Tapia  an(f  the  municfpality  of  Villa  Rica,  dated  at 
Cenii>oalla,  Dec.  2.|th,  1^21.  The  MS.  forms  part  of  the  collection  of  DoB 
V.irgas  ron9C,  in  the  archives  of  the  Academy  of  llistury  at  Madrid. 
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"  old  friend,"  he  proposed  to  purchase  his  horses,  slaves,  and 
equipage,  at  a  tempting  price.  The  dreams  of  disappointed 
ambition  were  gradually  succeeded  by  those  of  avarice  ;  and  the 
discomfited  commissioner  consented  to  reembark  for  Cuba,  well 
freighted  with  gold,  if  not  with  glory,  and  provided  with  fresh 
matter  of  accusation  against  the  high-handed  measures  of 
Cortds." 

Thus  left  in  undisputed  possession  of  authority,  the  Spanish 
commander  went  forward  with  vigor  in  his  plans  for  the  settle- 
ment of  his  conquests.  The  Panuchese,  a  fierce  people  on  the 
borders  of  the  Panuco,  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  had  taken  up  arms 
against  the  Spaniards.  Cortes  marched  at  the  head  of  a  con- 
siderable force  into  their  country,  defeated  them  in  two  pitched 
battles,  and,  after  a  severe  campaign,  reduced  the  warlike  tribe 
to  subjection. 

A  subsequent  insurrection  was  punished  with  greater  severity. 
They  rose  on  the  Spaniards,  massacred  five  hundred  of  their 
oppressors,  and  menaced  with  destruction  the  neighboring  set- 
tlement of  San  Estevan.  Cortes  ordered  Sandoval  to  chastise 
the  insurgents ;  and  that  officer,  after  a  campaign  of  incredible 
hardship,  completely  routed  the  barbarians,  captured  four  hun- 
dred of  their  chiefs,  and,  after  the  affected  formalities  of  a  trial, 
sentenced  every  man  of  them  to  the  stake  or  the  gibbet.  *'  By 
which  means,"  says  Cortes,  "  God  be  praised  !  the  safety  of  the 
Spaniards  was  secured,  and  the  province  once  more  restored  to 
tranquillity  and  peace."  ^  He  had  omitted  to  mention  in  his 
Letter  his  ungenerous  treatment  of  Guatemozin.  But  the  undis- 
guised and  naive  manner,  so  to  speak,  in  which  he  details  these 
circumstances  to  the  emperor,  shows  that  he  attached  no  dis- 
credit to  the  deed.  It  was  the  just  recompense  of  rebellion  ;  a 
word  that  has  been  made  the  apology  for  more  atrocities  than 
any  other  word, — save  religion. 

During  this  interval,  the  great  question  in  respect  to  Cortes 
and  the  colony  had  been  brought  to  a  decisive  issue.  The  gen- 
eral must  have  succumbed  under  the  insidious  and  implacable 
attacks  of  his  enemies,  but  for  the  sturdy  opposition  of  a  few 
powerful  friends  zealously  devoted  to  his  interests.  Among  them 

^  Relacion  de  Vergara,  MS. — Rel.  Terc.  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  pp. 
309-314. — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  158. 

The  regidores  of  Mexico  and  other  places  remonstated  against  Cortes* 
leaving  the  Valley  to  meet  Tapia,  on  the  ground  that  his  presence  was  neces- 
sary to  overawe  the  natives.  (MS.,  Coyoacan,  Dec.  12,  1521.)  The  general 
acquiesced  in  the  force  of  a  remonstrance,  which,  it  is  not  improbable,  was 
made  at  his  own  suggestion. 

12  "  Como  ya  (loado  nuestro  Senor)  estaba  toda  la  Provincia  may  pacifica, 
y  segura."     Rel,  Quarta  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p  367. 
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may  be  mentioned  his  own  father,  Don  Martin  Cortes,  a  dis- 
creet and  efficient  person, ^^  and  the  Duke  de  Bejar,  a  powerful 
nobleman,  who  from  an  early  period  had  warmly  espoused  the 
cause  of  Cortds.  By  their  representations  the  timid  regent  was 
at  length  convinced  that  the  measures  of  Fonseca  were  preju- 
dicial to  the  interests  of  the  Crown,  and  an  order  was  issued 
interdicting  him  from  further  interference  in  any  matters  m 
which  Cortes  was  concerned. 

While  the  exasperated  prelate  was  chafing  under  this  affront, 
both  the  commissioners  Tapia  and  Narvaez  arrived  in  Castile. 
The  latter  had  been  ordered  to  Cojohuacan  after  the  surrender 
of  the  capital,  where  his  cringing  demeanor  formed  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  swaggering  port  which  he  had  assumed  on  first 
entering  the  country.  When  brought  into  the  presence  of  Cor- 
tes, he  knelt  down  and  would  have  kissed  his  hand,  but  the  lat- 
ter raised  him  from  the  ground,  and,  during  his  residence  in  his 
quarters,  treated  him  with  every  mark  of  respect.  The  general 
soon  afterwards  permitted  his  unfortunate  rival  to  return  to 
Spain,  where,  he  proved,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  a  most 
bitter  and  implacable  enemy." 

These  two  personages,  reinforced  by  the  discontented  prelate, 
brought  forward  their  several  ciiarges  against  Corte's  with  all  the 
acrimony  which  mortified  vanity  and  the  thirst  of  vengeance 
could  inspire.  Adrian  was  no  longer  in  Spain,  having  been 
called  to  the  chair  of  St.  Peter  ;  but  Charles  the  Fifth  after  his 
long  absence,  had  returned  to  his  dominions,  in  July,  1522.  The 
royal  ear  was  instantly  assailed  with  accusati(jns  of  C^jrtt^s  on 
the  one  hand  and  his  vindication  on  the  other,  till  the  young 
monarch,  perplexed,  and  unable  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  the 
question,  referred  the  whole  subject  to  the  decision  of  a  board 
selected  for  the  purpose.  It  was  drawn  partly  from  the  mem- 
bers of  his  privy  council,  and  partly  from  the  Indian  dej)art- 
ment,  with  the  Grand  (Chancellor  of  Naples  as  its  president; 
and  constituted  altogether  a  tribunal  of  the  highest  respectabil- 
ity for  integrity  and  wisdom. ^'^ 

By  this  learned    body  a  patient   and  temperate   hearing  was 

^^  The  Muftoz  collection  of  MSS.  contains  a  power  of  .ittornev  given  bt 
Cortes  to  Ills  father,  authorizing  him  to  tnajiaj;c  all  nci^otialinns  with  the  em- 
peror, and  with  private  j>crsr)ns,  to  conduct  all  lawsuits  on  his  l>cl»alf,  to  pav 
over  atid  receive  money,  &c. 

'*   Hcrnal  Di.az,  Hist,  de  la  Con'mlstn    r,ip.  15S. 

**  Sayas,  Annaies  de  AraRon.  (  .  i66(>. )  cap.  63.  7.S. 

It  is  sufficient  voucher  for  the  n  p-  <  i  uulity  of  this  court,  that  we  fiicl  m  it 
the  name  of  Dr.  fiaiindez  de  (!arl)ajal.  an  eminent  Castilian  jurist,  j;r<»wn 
erav  in  the  service  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  whose  confidence  he  enjoyed 
In  the  highest  degree. 
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given  to  the  parties.  The  enemies  of  Cortes  accused  him  o! 
having  seized  and  finally  destroyed  the  fleet  intrusted  to  him  by 
Velasquez,  and  fitted  out  at  the  governor's  expense  ;  of  having 
afterwards  usurped  powers  in  contempt  of  the  royal  prerogative  ; 
of  the  unjustifiable  treatment  of  Narvaez  and  Tapia,  when  they 
had  been  lawfully  commissioned  to  supersede  him  ;  of  cruelty  to 
the  natives,  and  especially  to  Guatemozin ;  of  embezzling  the 
royal  treasures,  and  remitting  but  a  small  part  of  its  dues  to  the 
Crown ;  of  squandering  the  revenues  of  the  conquered  countries 
in  useless  and  wasteful  schemes,  and  particularly  in  rebuilding 
the  capital  on  a  plan  of  unprecedented  extravagance  ;  of  pursu- 
ing, in  short,  a  system  of  violence  and  extortion,  without  respect 
to  the  public  interest,  or  any  other  end  than  his  own  selfish 
aggrandisement. 

In  answ^er  to  these  grave  charges,  the  friends  of  Cortes  ad- 
duced evidence  to  show,  that  he  had  defrayed  with  his  own  funds 
two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  the  expedition.  The  powers  of  Velas- 
quez extended  only  to  traffic,  not  to  establish  a  colony.  Yet  the 
interests  of  the  Crown  required  the  latter.  The  army  had  there- 
fore necessarily  assumed  this  power  to  themselves  ;  but,  having 
done  so,  they  had  sent  intelligence  of  their  proceedings  to  the 
emperor  and  solicited  his  confirmation  of  them.  The  rupture 
with  Narvaez  was  that  commander's  own  fault ;  since  Cortes 
would  have  met  him  amicably,  had  not  the  violent  measures  of 
his  rival,  threatening  the  ruin  of  the  expedition,  compelled  him 
to  an  opposite  course.  The  treatment  of  Tapia  was  vindicated 
on  the  grounds  alleged  to  that  officer  by  the  municipality  at  Cem- 
poalla.  The  violence  to  Guatemozin  was  laid  at  the  door  of 
Alderete,  the  royal  treasurer,  who  had  instigated  the  soldiers  to 
demand  it.  The  remittances  to  the  Crown,  it  was  clearly  proved, 
so  far  from  falling  short  of  the  legitimate  fifth,  had  considerably 
exceeded  it.  If  the  general  had  expended  the  revenues  of  the 
country  on  costly  enterprises  and  public  works,  it  was  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  that  he  did  so,  and  he  had  incurred  a  heavy 
debt  by  straining  his  own  credit  to  the  utmost  for  the  same  great 
objects.  Neither  did  they  deny,  that,  in  the  same  spirit,  he  was 
now  rebuilding  Mexico  on  a  scale  which  should  be  suited  to  the 
metropolis  of  a  vast  and  opulent  empire. 

They  enlarged  on  the  opposition  he  had  experienced,  through- 
out his  whole  career,  from  the  governor  of  Cuba,  and  still  more 
from  the  bishop  of  Burgos,  which  latter  functionary,  instead  of 
affording  him  the  aid  to  have  been  expected,  had  discouraged 
recruits,  stopped  his  supplies,  sequestered  such  property  as, 
from  time  to  time,  he  had  sent  to  Spain,  and  falsely  represented 
his  remittances  to  the  Crown,  as  coming  from  the  governor  of 
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Cuba.  In  short,  such  and  so  numerous  were  the  obstaclea 
thrown  in  his  path,  that  Cortes  had  been  heard  to  say,  "  he  had 
found  it  more  difficult  to  contend  against  his  own  countrymen 
than  against  the  Aztecs."  They  concluded  with  expatiating  on 
the  brilliant  results  of  his  expedition,  and  asked  if  the  council 
were  prepared  to  dishonor  the  man  who,  in  the  face  of  such  ob- 
stacles, and  with  scarcely  other  resources  than  what  he  found  in 
himself,  had  won  an  empire  for  Castile,  such  as  was  possessed 
by  no  European  potentate  !  ^^ 

This  last  appeal  was  irresistible.  However  irregular  had  been 
the  manner  of  the  proceeding,  no  one  could  deny  the  grandeur 
of  the  results.  There  was  not  a  Spaniard  that  could  be  insen- 
sible to  such  services,  or  that  would  not  have  cried  out, 
"  Shame  1  "  at  an  ungenerous  requital  of  them.  There  were 
three  Flemings  in  the  council  ;  but  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  body.  It  was  decided,  that  neither 
Velasquez  nor  Fonseca  should  interfere  further  in  the  concerns 
of  New  Spain.  The  difficulties  of  the  former  with  Cortes  were 
regarded  in  the  nature  of  a  private  suit ;  and,  as  such,  redress 
must  be  sought  by  the  regular  course  of  law.  The  acts  of  Cor- 
tes were  confirmed  in  their  full  extent.  He  was  constituted 
Governor,  Captain-General,  and  Chief  Justice  of  New  Spain, 
with  power  to  appoint  to  all  offices,  civil  and  military,  and  to  or- 
der any  person  to  leave  the  country  whose  residence  there  he 
might  deem  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Crown.  This 
judgment  of  the  council  was  ratified  by  Charles  the  Fifth,  and 
the  commission  investing  Cortes  with  these  ample  powers  was 
signed  by  the  emperor  at  Valladolid,  October  15th,  1522.  A 
liberal  salary  was  provided,  to  enable  the  governor  of  New 
Spain  to  maintain  his  office  with  suitable  dignity.  The  princij")al 
officers  were  recompensed  with  honors  and  substantial  emolu- 
ments ;  and  the  troops,  together  with  some  privileges,  grateful 
to  the  vanity  of  the  soldier,  received  the  promise  of  liberal 
grants  of  land.  The  emperor  still  further  conijilimcnted  them 
by  a  letter  written  to  the  army  with  his  own  hand,  in  which  he 
acknowledged  its  services  in  the  fullest  manner." 

From  this  hour  the  influence  of  Fonseca  in  the  Indian  depart- 
ment was  at  an  end.  lie  did  not  long  survive  his  chagrin,  as  he 
died  in  the  following  year.  No  man  was  in  a  situation  to  do 
more  for  the  prosperity  of  his  country  than  the  bishop  of  Burgos. 

^^  Sayas,  annalris  de  Aragon,  cap.  78.  —  Hcrrcra,  IIi«<t.  General,  dec.  3, 
lib.  4,  cap.  3. —  I'lohan/.a  cm  la  Villa  Scgur.i.  M^. — I  >ri  laraciones  dc  Tucr 
tixrarrero  y  nc  Montejo,  MSS. 

''  Nomhr.imirnto  dr  Govrrnador  v  Taptiin  C'lrnrr-il  y  Jii^tii  i.i  Mavor  dd 
Nucva  Kspafi.i,  MS  — also  licmal  Dia*,  ili»i  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  16&. 
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For  more  than  thirty  years,  ever  since  the  first  dawn  of  discov- 
ery under  Columbus,  he  had  held  supreme  control  over  colonial 
affairs ;  and  it  lay  with  him,  therefore,  in  an  especial  degree,  to 
give  ardor  to  enterprise,  and  to  foster  the  youthful  fortunes  of 
the  colonies.  But  he  lay  like  a  blight  upon  them.  He  looked 
with  an  evil  eye  on  the  most  illustrious  of  the  Spanish  discov- 
erers, and  sought  only  to  throw  impediments  in  their  career. 
Such  had  been  his  conduct  toward  Columbus,  and  such  to  Cor- 
tds.  By  a  wise  and  generous  policy,  he  might  have  placed  his 
name  among  the  great  lights  of  his  age.  As  it  was,  he  only 
served  to  bring  these  into  greater  lustre  by  contrast  with  his  own 
dark  and  malignant  nature.  His  career  shows  the  overweening 
ascendancy  which  the  ecclesiastical  profession  possessed  in  Cas- 
tile in  the  sixteenth  century  ;  when  it  could  raise  a  man  to  so 
important  a  station,  for  which  he  was  totally  unfit,  and  keep  him 
there  after  he  had  proved  himself  to  be  so.-^^ 

The  messengers,  who  bore  the  commission  of  Cortes  to  Mex- 
ico, touched  on  their  way  at  Cuba,  where  the  tidings  w^ere  pro- 
claimed by  sound  of  trumpet.  It  was  a  death-blow  to  the  hopes 
of  Velasquez.  Exasperated  by  the  failure  of  his  schemes,  im- 
poverished by  the  expense  of  expeditions  of  which  others  had 
reaped  the  fruits,  he  had  still  looked  forward  to  eventual  redress, 
and  cherished  the  sweet  hope  of  vengeance, — long  delayed. 
That  hope  was  now  gone.  There  was  slight  chance  of  redress, 
he  well  knew,  in  the  tedious  and  thorny  litigation  of  the  Castil- 
ian  courts.  Ruined  in  fortune,  dishonored  before  the  nation, 
the  haughty  spirit  of  the  governor  was  humbled  in  the  dust.  He 
would  take  no  comfort,  but  fell  into  a  sullen  melancholy,  and 
in  a  few  months  died — if  report  be  true — of  a  broken  heart.^^ 

The  portrait  usually  given  of  Velasquez  is  not  favorable.  Yet 
Las  Casas  speaks  kindly  of  him,  and,  when  his  prejudices  are 
not  involved,  there  can  be  no  better  authority.  But  Las  Casas 
knew  him,  when,  in  his  earlier  days,  the  missionary  first  landed 
in  Cuba.  The  governor  treated  him  with  courtesy,  and  even 
confidence  ;  and  it  was  natural,  that  the  condescension  of  a 
man  of  high  family  and  station  should  have  made  its  impression 
on  the  feelings  of  the  poor  ecclesiastic.  In  most  accounts  he  is 
depicted  as  a  haughty,  irascible  person,  jealous  of  authority,  and 

18  The  character  of  Fonseca  has  been  traced  by  the  same  hand  which  has 
traced  that  of  Columbus.  (Irving's  Life  and  Voyages  of  Columbus,  Appen- 
dix, No.  32.)  Side  by  side  they  will  go  down  to  posterity  in  the  beautiful 
page  of  the  historian,  though  the  characters  of  the  two  individuals  have 
been  inscribed  with  pens  as  different  from  each  other  as  the  golden  and  iron 
pen  which  Paolo  Giovio  tells  us  he  employed  in  his  compositions. 

19  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.    158. 
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covetous  of  wealth.  He  quarrelled  with  Grijalva,  Cortes*  pre- 
decessor, apparently  without  cause.  With  as  little  reason,  he 
broke  with  Cortds  before  he  left  the  port.  He  proposed  objects 
to  himself  in  their  nature  incompatible.  He  proposed  that  others 
should  fight  his  battles,  and  that  he  should  win  the  laurels  ;  that 
others  should  make  discoveries,  and  that  he  should  reap  the 
fruits  of  them.  None  but  a  weak  mind  would  have  conformed 
to  his  conditions,  and  a  weak  mind  could  not  have  effected  his 
objects.  His  appointment  of  Cortds  put  him  in  afadse  position 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  efforts  to  retrieve  his  position  only 
made  things  worse.  The  appointment  of  Cortes  to  the  command 
was  scarcely  a  greater  error,  than  the  subsequent  appointment  of 
Narvaez  and  of  Tapia.  The  life  of  Velasquez  was  a  series  of 
errors. 

The  announcement  of  the  emperor's  commission,  confirming 
Cortes  in  the  supreme  authority  of  New  Spain,  was  received  there 
with  general  acclamation.  The  army  rejoiced  in  having,  at  last, 
secured  not  merely  an  amnesty  for  their  irregular  proceedings, 
but  a  distinct  acknowledgment  of  their  services.  The  nomina- 
tion of  Cortds  to  the  supreme  command  put  his  mind  at  ease  as 
to  the  past,  and  opened  to  him  a  noble  theatre  for  future  enter- 
prise. The  soldiers  congratulated  themselves  on  the  broad  pow- 
ers conferred  on  their  commander,  and,  as  they  reckoned  up 
their  scars  and  their  services,  indulged  in  golden  dreams  and  the 
most  vague  and  visionary  expectations.  It  is  not  strange  that 
their  expectations  should  have  been  disappointed. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Modern  Mexico. — Settlement  of  the  Country. — Condition 
OF  THE  Natives. — Christian  Missionaries. — Cultivation 
OF  the  Soil. — Voyages  and  Expeditions. 

1522—1524- 

In  less  than  four  years  from  the  destruction  of  Mexico,  a  new 
city  had  risen  on  its  ruins,  which,  if  inferior  to  the  ancient  capital 
in  extent,  surpassed  it  in  magnificence  and  strength.  It  occu- 
pied so  exactly  the  same  site  as  its  predecessor,  that  the/Z^^df 
mayor,  or  great  square,  was  the  same  spot  which  had  been  cover- 
ed by  the  huge  teocalli  and  the  palace  of  Montezuma  ;  while  the 
principal  streets  took  their  departure  as  before  from  this  central 
point,  and,  passing  through  the  whole  length  of  the  city,  ter- 
minated at  the  principal  causeways.  Great  alterations,  however, 
took  place  in  the  fashion  of  the  architecture.  The  streets  were 
widened,  many  of  the  canals  were  filled  up,  and  the  edifices  were 
constructed  on  a  plan  better  accommodated  to  European  taste 
and  the  wants  of  a  European  population. 

On  the  siterof  the  temple  of  the  Aztec  war-god  rose  the  stately 
cathedral  dedicated  to  St.  Francis  ;  and,  as  if  to  complete  the 
triumphs  of  the  Cross,  the  foundations  were  laid  with  the  broken 
images  of  the  Aztec  gods.-^  In  a  corner  of  the  square,  on  the 
ground  once  covered  by  the  House  of  Birds,  stood  a  Franciscan 
convent,  a  magnificent  pile,  erected  a  few  years  after  the  Con- 
quest by  a  lay  brother,  Pedro  de  Gante,  a  natural  son,  it  is  said, 
of  Charles  the  Fifth.^  In  an  opposite  quarter  of  the  same  square 
Cortes  caused  his  own  palace  to  be  constructed.  It  was  built  of 
hewn  stone,  and  seven  thousand  cedar  beams  are  said  to  have 
been  used  for  the  interior.^  The  government  afterwards  appro- 
priated it  to  the  residence  of  the  viceroys  ;  and  the  Conqueror's 
descendants,  the  dukes  of  Monteleone,  were  allowed  to  erect  a 
new  mansion  in  another  part  of  ^^  plaza,  on  the  spot  which,  by 

^  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec,  3,  lib.  4,  cap.  8. 

2  Clavigero,  Stor,  del  Messico,  torn.  I.  p.  271. — Humboldt,  Essai  Politique, 
torn.  n.  p.  58. 

*  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  ubi  supra. 
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an  ominous  coincidence,  had  been  covered  by  the  palace  of 
Montezuma.* 

The  houses  occupied  by  the  Spaniards  were  of  stone,  com- 
bining with  elegance  a  solid  strength  which  made  them  capable 
of  defence  like  so  many  fortresses.^  The  Indian  buildings  were 
for  the  most  part  of  an  inferior  quality.  They  were  scattered 
over  the  ancient  district  of  Tlatelolco,  where  the  nation  had  made 
its  last  stand  for  freedom.  This  quarter  was  also  provided  with 
a  spacious  cathedral  ;  and  thirty  inferior  churches  attested  the 
care  of  the  Spaniards  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  natives.'"-  It 
was  in  watching  over  his  Indian  flock,  and  in  the  care  of  the 
hospitals  with  which  the  new  capital  was  speedily  endowed,  that 
the  good  father  Olmedo,  when  oppressed  by  growing  infirmities, 
spent  the  evening  of  his  days." 

Tn  give  greater  security  to  the  Spaniards,  Cortes  caused  a 
ctrong  fortress  to  be  erected  in  a  place  since  known  as  the 
Miltadero}  It  was  {)rovided  with  a  dock-yard,  and  the  brigan- 
tines,  which  had  served  in  the  siege  of  Mexico,  were  long  pre- 
served there  as  memorials  of  the  Conquest.  When  the  fortress 
was  completed,  the  general,  owing  to  the  evil  offices  of  Fonseca, 
found  himself  in  want  of  artillery  and  ammunition  for  its  de- 
fence. He  supplied  the  former  deficiency  by  causing  cannon  to 
be  cast  in  his  own  founderies,  made  of  the  copper  which  was  com- 
mon in  the  country,  and  tin  which  he  obtained  with  more  diffi- 
culty from  the  mines  of  Tasco.  By  this  means,  and  a  contribu- 
tion which  he  received  from  the  shipping,  he  contrived  to  mount 
his  walls  with  seventy  pieces  of  ordnance.  Stone  balls,  used 
much  in  that  age,  could  easily  be  made  ;  but  for  the  mnnufa(  ture 
of  his  powder,  although  there  was  nitre  in  abundance,  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  the  sulphur  by  a  perilous  expedition  into  the 
bowels  of  the  great  volcan?  Such  were  the  resources  displayed 
by  Cortes,  enabling  him  to  supply  every  deficiency,  and  to  triumph 
over  every  obstacle  which  the  malice  of  his  enemies  had  thrown 
in  his  path. 

The  general's  next  care  was  to  provide  a  population  for  the 
capital.  He  invited  the  Sj^aniards  thither  by  grants  of  lands  and 
houses,  while  the  Indians,  with  politic  liberality,  were  permitted 
to  live  under  their  own  ciiicfs  as  beforehand  to  enjoy  various  im- 
munities.    With  this  encouragement,  the  Spanish  quarter  of  tho 

*  Humboldt,  Essai  Politiqc,  torn.  II.  p.  72. 

*  Rcl.  d*  un  gent.,  ap.  R.imusio,  torn.  III.  fol.  309^ 

•  Ibid.,  uhi  supra. 

■^  Hcrnal  Diaz,  Hist  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  177. 

"  Rcl.  Qiiurt.i  (Ic  (.'ortrs,  ap,  I/)rrnzaii.-i,  p.  376,  nota. 

•  For  an  account  of  this  bin^ul.ir  enterprise,  sec  Ante,  Vol.  I  p.  35JL 
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city  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  great  square  could  boast  in  a  few 
years  two  thousand  families  ;  while  the  Indian  district  of  Tlate- 
lolco  included  no  less  than  thirty  thousand.^°  The  various  trades 
and  occupations  were  resumed  ;  the  canals  were  again  covered 
with  barges  ;  two  vast  markets  in  the  respective  quarters  of  the 
capital  displayed  all  the  different  products  and  manufactures  of 
the  surrounding  country  ;  and  the  city  swarmed  with  a  busy,  in- 
dustrious population,  in  which  the  white  man  and  the  Indian, 
the  conqueror  and  the  conquered,  mingled  together  promiscuous- 
ly in  peaceful  and  picturesque  confusion.  Not  twenty  years  had 
elapsed  since  the  Conquest,  when  a  missionary  who  visited  it 
had  the  confidence,  or  the  credulity,  to  assert,  that  '*  Europe 
could  not  boast  a  single  city  so  fair  and  opulent  as  Mexico."  ^^ 

The  metropolis  of  our  day  would  seem  to  stand  in  a  different 
situation  from  that  reared  by  the  Conquerors  ;  for  the  waters 
no  longer  flow  through  its  streets,  nor  wash  the  ample  circum- 
ference of  its  walls.  These  waters  have  retreated  within  the 
diminished  basin  of  Tezcuco  ;  and  the  causeways,  which  an- 
ciently traversed  the  depths  of  the  lake,  are  not  now  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  other  avenues  to  the  capital.  But  the  city, 
embellished,  it  is  true,  by  the  labors  of  successive  viceroys,  is 
substantially  the  same  as  in  the  days  of  the  Conquerors  ;  and 
the  massive  grandeur  of  the  few  buildings  that  remain  of  the 
primitive  period,  and  the  general  magnificence  and  symmetry 
of  its  plan,  attest  the  far-sighted  policy  of  its  founder,  which 
looked  beyond  the  present  to  the  wants  of  coming  generations. 

The  attention  of  Cortes  was  not  confined  to  the  capital.  He 
was  careful  to  establish  settlements  in  every  part  of  the  country 
which  afforded  a  favorable  position  for  them.  He  founded 
Zacatula  on  the  shores  of  the  miscalled  Pacific,  Coliman  in  the 
territory  of  Michuacan,  San  Esteban  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  prob- 
ably not  far  from  the  site  of  Tempico,  Medellin  (so  called  after 
his  own  birthplace)  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  modern  Vera 
Cruz,  and  a  port  near  the  river  Antigua,  from  which  it  derived 
its  name.  It  was  designed  to  take  the  place  of  Villa  Rica,  which, 
as  experience  had  shown,  from  its  exposed  situation,  afforded  no 
protection  to  shipping  against  the  winds  that  sweep  over  the 
Mexican  Gulf.     Antigua,  sheltered  within  the  recesses  of  a  bay, 

i*^  Cortes,  reckoning  only  the  Indian  population,  says  trienta  mil  vecinos. 
(Rel,  Quarta,  ap  Lorenzana,  p.  37^.)  Gomara,  speaking  of  Mexico  some 
years  later,  estimates  the  number  of  Spanish  householders  as  in  the  text. 
Cronica,  cap.  162, 

^^  Toribio,  Hist  de  los  Indios,  MS.,  Parte  3,  cap.  7. 

Yet  this  is  scarcely  stronger  language  than  that  of  the  Anonymous  Con- 
q^ueror;  "  Cosi  ben  ordinate  et  di  si  belle  piazza  et  strade,  quanto  d'  altre 
eitta  che  siano  al  niondo."  Rel,  d'  un  gent.,  ap.  Raniusio,  toni.  III.  fol.  309. 
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presented  a  more  advantageous  position.  Cortes  established 
there  a  board  of  trade,  connected  the  settlement  by  a  highway 
with  the  capital,  and  fondly  predicted  that  his  new  city  would 
become  the  great  emporium  of  the  country. 12  But  in  this  he 
was  mistaken.  From  some  cause  not  very  obvious,  the  port  of 
entry  was  removed,  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  to  the 
modern  Vera  Cruz  ;  which,  without  any  superiority,  probably, 
of  topographical  position,  or  even  of  salubrity  of  climate,  has 
remained  ever  since  the  great  commercial  capital  of  New 
Spain. 

Cortes  stimulated  the  settlement  of  his  several  colonies  by 
liberal  grants  of  land  and  municipal  privileges.  The  great  diffi- 
culty was  to  induce  women  to  reside  in  the  country,  and  with- 
out them  he  felt  that  the  colonies,  like  a  tree  without  roots,  must 
soon  perish.  By  a  singular  provision  he  required  every  settler, 
if  a  married  man,  to  bring  over  his  wife  within  eighteen  months 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  his  estate.  If  he  were  too  poor  to  do  this 
himself,  the  government  would  assist  him.  Another  law  im- 
posed the  same  penalty  on  all  bachelors  who  did  not  provide 
themselves  with  wives  within  the  same  period  !  The  general 
seems  to  have  considered  celibacy  as  too  great  a  luxury  for  a 
young  country.^ 

^  '*  Y  tengopor  cierto,  que  aciuel  Pueblo  hade  ser,  despues  de  esta  Clu- 
dad,  el  mejor  nue  obicre  en  esta  Nucva  Espana."  (Kel.  Quarta,  ap.  Loren- 
rana,  p.  382.)  The  archbishop  conf(junds  this  town  with  the  mocicrn  Vera 
Cruz.  But  the  general's  description  of  the  port  refutes  this  supj^osiiion,  and 
confirms  our  confidence  in  Clavigero's  statement,  that  the  present  city  was 
founded  by  the  Conde  de  Monterey,  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the  text.  See 
Vol.  I.  p.  353,  note. 

'*  Ordenanzas  Municipales,  Tenochtitlan,  Marzo,  1524,  MS. 

The  Ordinances  made  by  Cortes,  for  the  government  of  the  country  during 
his  viceroyalty,  are  still  preserved  in  Mexico  ;  and  the  copy  in  my  possession 
was  transmitted  to  me  from  that  capital.  They  give  ample  evidence  of  the 
wise  and  penetrating  spirit  which  embraced  every  object  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  an  enlightened  ruler  ;  and  1  will  quote,  in  the  original  the 
singular  provision  mentioned  in  the  text. 

*'Item.  Por  que  mas  sc  manifieste  la  voluntad  que  Iok  pobladorcs 
de  estas  partes  tienen  de  residir  y  permanecer  en  ellas,  mando  que  todas  las 
pcrsonas  que  tuvicren  Indios,  fjue  fucren  casados  en  Castilla  6  en  otras  par- 
tes, que  traigan  sus  mugercs  dcntro  de  un  ano  y  medio  primcro  siguicntes  dc 
como  estas  ordcn.mzas  fucren  i)rcgf»nadas,  so  pcna  dc  pcrdcr  los  Indios,  y 
todo  lo  con  cllos  adquiridoC  grangeado;  y  por  (juc  muchas  pcrsonas  podrian 
poner  por  achafjue  aunrjuc  tuvicscn  aparcjo  dc  decir  <pic  no  tienen  ilincros 
paracnviar  por  ellas,  por  hendc  la>i  tales  pcrsonas  epic  tuvicrancsta  ncctsidad 
parescan  ante  el  R'\  Pc.  Fray  Juan  dc  Tcto  y  ante  .Alonso  de  F^strada, 
tesf)rcro  dc  su  Magestad,  d  les  informar  de  su  ncccsiilad,  para  que  cllos  la 
conumiquen  K  mf,  y  hu  neccsidad  sc  rcmedic;  y  si  algun.is  pcrsonas  hay  que 
casados  y  no  tienen  sus  mugercs  en  esta  ticrra,  y  quisicran  traerl.ts.  scpan 
que  travcndolas  scr.-in  ayudadas  as{  mismo  para  las  tracr,  d.uulo  tian/.as. 

"  Item.      Por  quanto  en  esta  ticir.i  hav  muchas  pcrsonas  (jue  ticncu  Indios 
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His  own  wife,  Dona  Catalina  Xuarez,  was  among  those  who 
came  over  from  the  Islands  to  New  Spain.  According  to  Ber- 
nal  Diaz,  her  coming  gave  him  no  particular  satisfaction."  It 
is  possible  ;  since  his  marriage  with  her  seems  to  have  been 
entered  into  with  reluctance,  and  her  lowly  condition  and  con- 
nections stood  somewhat  in  the  way  of  his  future  advancement. 
Yet  they  lived  happily  together  for  several  years,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  Las  Casas  ;  ^^  and,  whatever  he  may  have  felty 
he  had  the  generosity,  or  the  prudence^  not  to  betray  his  feel- 
ings to  the  world.  On  landing.  Dona  Catalina  was  escorted  by 
Sandoval  to  the  capital,  where  she  was  kindly  received  by  her 
husband,  and  all  the  respect  paid  to  her,  to  which  she  was  en- 
titled by  her  elevated  rank.  But  the  climate  of  the  table-land 
was  not  suited  to  her  constitution,  and  she  died  in  three  months 
after  her  arrival.^^  An  event  so  auspicious  to  his  worldly  pros- 
pects did  not  fail,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  to  provoke  the 
tongue  of  scandal  to  the  most  malicious,  but  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  say,  unfounded  inferences. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  soil  among  the  Conquerors,  Cortes 
adopted  the  vicious  system  of  repartimieiitos^  universally  practis- 
ed among  his  countrymen.  In  a  letter  to  the  emperor,  he  states, 
that  the  superior  capacity  of  the  Indians  in  New  Spain  had 
made  him  regard  it  as  a  grievous  thing  to  condemn  them  to 
servitude,  as  had  been  done  in  the  Islands.  But,  on  further 
trial,  he  had  found  the  Spaniards  so  much  4iarassed  and  Im- 
poverished, that  they  could  not  hope  to  maintain  themselves  in 
the  land  without  enforcing  the  services  of  the  natives,  and  for 
this  reason  he  had  at  length  waived  his  own  scruples  in  compli- 
ance with  their  repeated  remonstrances.-^^  This  was  the  wretched 
pretext  used  on  the  like  occasions  by  his  countrymen  to  cover  up 
this  flagrant  act  of  injustice.  The  Crown,  however,  in  its  in- 
structions to  the  general,  disavowed  the  act  and  annulled  the 
repartimientos}^  It  was  all  in  vain.  The  necessities,  or  rather 
the  cupidity,  of  the  colonists  easily  evaded  the  royal  ordinances. 

de  encomienda  y  no  son  casados,  por  hende  por  que  conviene  asi  para  la 
sahid  de  sns  conciencias  de  los  tales  por  estar  en  buen  estado,  como  por  la 
poblacion  e  noblecjmiento  de  sus  tierras,  mando  que  las  tales  personas  se 
casen,  traigan  y  tengan  sus  mugeres  en  esta  tierra  dentro  de  un  afio  y  medio, 
despues  que  fueren  pregonadas  estas  dichas  Ordenanzas,  e  que  no  haciendo 
lo  por  el  mismo  caso  sean  privados  y  pierdan  los  tales  Indies  que  asi  tiencn." 

'*  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  i6o. 

^^  Ante,  Vol.  I.  p.  177. 

1^  Of  asthma,  according  to  Bernal  Diaz  ;  (Hist.de  la  Conquista  ubi  supra;) 
but  her  death  seems  to  have  been  too  sudden  to  be  attributed  to  that  disease 
I  shall  return  to  the  subject  hereafter. 

^■^  Rel.  Terc. ,  ap.  Lorenzana,  pp.  319,  320. 

1^  Herrera,  Hist.  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  5,  cap.  I. 
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The  colonial  legislation  of  Spain  shows,  in  the  repetition  of 
enactments  against  slavery,  the  perpetual  struggle  that  subsisted 
between  the  Crown  and  the  colonists,  and  the  impotence  of  the 
former  to  enforce  measures  repugnant  to  the  interests,  at  all 
events  to  the  avarice,  of  the  latter.  New  Spain  furnishes  no 
exception  to  the  general  fact. 

The  Tlascalans,  in  gratitude  for  their  signal  services,  were 
exempted,  at  the  recommendation  of  Cortes,  from  the  doom  of 
slavery.  It  should  be  added,  that  the  general,  in  granting 
the  repartimientos^  made  many  humane  regulations  for  limiting 
the  power  of  the  master,  and  for  securing  as  many  privileges 
to  the  natives  as  were  compatible  with  any  degree  of  compulsory 
service.^^  These  limitations,  it  is  true,  were  too  often  disre- 
garded ;  and  in  the  mining  districts,  in  particular,  the  situation 
of  the  poor  Indian  was  often  deplorable.  Yet  the  Indian 
population,  clustering  together  in  their  own  villages,  and  living 
under  their  own  magistrates,  have  continued  to  prove  by  their 
numbers,  fallen  as  these  have  below  their  primitive  amount, 
how  far  superior  was  their  condition  to  that  in  most  other  parts 
of  the  vast  colonial  empire  of  Spain.^  This  condition  has  been 
gradually  ameliorated,  under  the  influence  of  higher  moral 
views  and  larger  ideas  of  government ;  until  the  servile  descend- 
ants of  the  ancient  lords  of  the  soil  have  been  permitted,  in 
republican  Mexico,  to  rise — nominally,  at  least — to  a  level  with 
the  children  of  their  conquerors. 

Whatever  disregard  he  may  have  shown  to  the  political 
rights  of  the  natives,  Cortes  manifested  a  commendable  soli- 
citude for  their  spiritual  welfare.  He  requested  the  emperor 
to  send  out  holy  men  to  the  country;  not  bishops  and  pampered 
prelates,  who  ioo  often  squandered  the  substance  of  the  Church 
in  riotous  living,  but  godly  persons,  members  of  religious 
fraternities,  whose  lives  might  be  a  fitting  commentary  on  their 
teaching.  Thus  only,  he  adds, — and  the  remark  is  worthy  of 
note,  can  they  exercise  any  influence  over  the  natives,  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  see  the  least  departure  from  morals  in  their 

w  Ibid.,  dec.  4,  lib.  6,  cap.  5. — Ordcnanzas,  MS. 

Tlic  r)r(linanccs  nrc.scril>c  the  service  of  the  Indians,  ti>c  hours  they  may 
be  employed,  tlicir  food  compensation,  and  the  like.  They  rc(juirc  th.c  r/iitmi- 
tndtro  to  provide  them  with  suitable  means  of  relij^ious  instruction  and  places 
of  worshl|>. — Utit  what  avail  good  laws,  which,  in  their  very  nature,  imply 
the  toleration  of  a  great  abuse  ? 

*■*•  The  whole  pojMjIation  of  New  Spain,  in  iSio,  is  estimated  by  l)«)n  Fran- 
cisca  Navarro  y  Noriega  at  about  6,000,000;  of  which  more  than  half  wcro 
pure  Indians.  The  author  had  the  Ix-st  meant  for  arriving  at  a  corretf 
r«sult.     See  Humboldt,  Essai  Politique,  tnm.  I.  pp.  318,  319,  note. 
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own  priesthood  punished  with  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  law."  In 
obedience  to  these  suggestions  twelve  Franciscan  friars  embarked 
for  New  Spain,  which  they  reached  early  in  1524.  They  were 
men  of  unblemished  purity  of  life,  nourished  with  the  learning 
of  the  cloister,  and  like  many  others  whom  the  Romish  Church 
has  sent  forth  on  such  apostolic  missions,  counted  all  personal 
sacrifices  as  little  in  the  sacred  cause  to  which  they  were 
devoted.^ 

The  presence  of  the  reverend  fathers  in  the  country  was 
greeted  with  general  rejoicing.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
through  which  they  passed  came  out  in  a  body  to  welcome  them ; 
processions  were  formed  of  the  natives  bearing  wax  tapers  in 
their  hands,  and  the  bells  of  the  churches  rung  out  a  joyous 
peal  in  honor  of  their  arrival.  Houses  of  refreshment  were 
provided  for  them  along  their  route  to  the  capital  ;  and,  when 
they  entered  it,  they  were  met  by  a  brilliant  cavalcade  of  the 
principal  cavaliers  and  citizens,  with  Cortes  at*  their  head. 
The  general,  dismounting,  and  bending  one  knee  to  the  ground, 
kissed  the  robes  of  father  Martin  of  Valencia,  the  principal  of 
the  fraternity.  The  natives,  filled  with  amazement  at  the 
viceroy's  humiliation  before  men  whose  naked  feet  and  tattered 
garments  gave  them  the  aspect  of  mendicants,  henceforth  regard- 
ed them  as  beings  of  a  superior  nature.  The  Indian  chronicler 
of  Tlascala  does  not  conceal  his  admiration  of  this  edifying 
condescension  of  Cortds,  which  he  pronounces  *'  one  of  the 
most  heroical  acts  of  his  life  !  "  '^ 

The  missionaries  lost  no  time  in  the  good  work  of  conversion. 
They  began  their  preaching  through  interpreters,  until  they 
had  acquired  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  language  themselves. 
They  opened  schools  and  founded  colleges,  in  which  the  native 

21  Rel.  Quarta,  ap.  Lorenzana,  pp.  391-394. 

The  petition  of  the  Conquerors  was  acceded  to  by  government,  which 
further  prohibited  "  attorneys  and  men  learned  in  the  law  from  setting  foot  in 
the  country,  on  the  ground  that  experience  had  shown,  they  would  be  sure 
by  their  evil  practices  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  community.'*  (Herrea, 
Hist  General,  dec.  3,  lib.  5,  cap.  2.)  These  enactments  are  but  an  indif- 
ferent tribute  to  the  character  of  the  two  professions  in  Castile. 

22  Toribio,  Hist  de  los  Indios,  MS.,  Parte  i,  cap.  i. — Camargo,  Hist,  de 
Tlascala,  MS. 

28  *<  Cuyo  hecho  del  rotisimo  y  humilde  recebimiento  fue  uno  de  los  heroi- 
cos  hechos  que  este  Capitan  hizo,  porque  fue  documento  para  que  con  mayor 
fervor  los  naturales  desta  tierra  viniesen  a  la  conversion  de  nuestra  fee." 
(Camargo,  Hist,  de  Tlascala,  MS. — See  also  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Con- 
quista,  cap.  171.)  Archbishop  Lorenzana  falls  nothing  short  of  the  Tlascalan 
historian  in  his  admiration  of  the  religious  zeal  of  the  great  Conquistador^ 
which,  he  assures  us,  "  entirely  overwhelms  him,  as  savoring  so  much  mor« 
•f  the  apostolic  missionary  than  of  the  soldier  1"  Lorenzana,  p.  393,  nota. 
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youth  were  instructed  in  profane  as  well  as  Christian  learning. 
The  ardor  of  the  Indian  neophyte  emulated  that  of  his  teacher. 
In  a  few  years  every  vestige  of  the  primitive  teocallis  was  effaced 
from  the  land.  The  uncouth  idols  of  the  country,  and  unhappily 
the  hieroglyphical  manuscripts,  shared  the  same  fate.  Yet  the 
missionary  and  the  convert  did  much  to  repair  these  losses  by 
their  copious  accounts  of  the  Aztec  institutions,  collected  from 
the  most  authentic  sources.^ 

The  business  of  conversion  went  on  prosperously  among  the 
several  tribes  of  the  great  Nahuatlac  family.  In  about  twenty 
years  from  the  first  advent  of  the  missionaries,  one  of  their 
body  could  make  the  pious  vaunt,  that  nine  millions  of  converts 
— a  number  probably  exceeding  the  population  of  the  country' — 
had  been  admitted  within  the  Christian  fold  !^  The  Aztec  wor 
ship  was  remarkable  for  its  burdensome  ceremonial,  and  prepare 
ed  its  votaries  for  the  pomp  and  splendors  of  the  Romish  ritual. 
It  was  not  difficult  to  pass  from  the  fasts  and  festivals  of  the  one 
religion  to  the  fasts  and  festivals  of  the  other;  to  transfer  their 
homage  from  the  fantastic  idols  of  their  own  creation  to  the 
beautiful  forms  in  sculpture  and  in  painting  which  decorated  the 
Christian  cathedral.  It  is  true,  they  could  have  comprehended 
little  of  the  dogmas  of  their  new  faith,  and  little,  it  may  be,  of 
its  vital  spirit.  But,  if  the  philosopher  may  smile  at  the  reflec- 
tion, that  conversion,  under  these  circumstances,  was  one  of 
form  rather  than  of  substance,  the  philanthropist  will  console 
himself  by  considering  how  much  the  cause  of  humanity  and 
good  morals  must  have  gained  by  the  substitution  of  these  un- 
sullied rites  for  the  brutal  abominations  ot  the  Aztecs. 

The  Conquerors  settled  in  such  parts  of  the  countrv  as  best 
«uited  their  inclinations.  Many  occupied  the  south-eastern 
slopes  of  the  Cordilleras  towards  the  rich  valley  of  Oaxaca. 
Many  more  spread   themselves   over  the  broad  surface  of  the 

•*  Toribio,  Hist,  de  los  Tndios,  MS.,  Parte  3,  cap.  i. 

Father  Saha^iin,  who  has  done  better  service  in  this  way  than  anv  other 
of  his  order,  describes  with  simple  brevity  the  rapid  process  of  deinolition 
*'  We  took  the  children  of  the  caci(|ucs,"  he  says,  **  into  our  schools,  where 
we  taught  them  to  read,  write,  and  to  chant.  The  children  of  the  poorer 
natives  were  brought  together  in  the  court-yard,  and  instructed  there  in  the 
Christian  faith.  After  otir  teaching,  one  or  two  brethren  took  the  pupils  to 
some  neighboring  tfocaUi,  and,  by  working  at  it  f«)r  a  few  davs,  ihev  levelled 
it  tf)tlje  ground.  In  this  wav  ihev  domolished,  in  a  short  time,  all  the  A/tec 
temples,  grrit  and  small,  w  that  not  a  Vfstiy  of  thfm  remaitted.^^  (Hist  de 
Nueva  Fsp.in.i  tom.  TIT.  p.  77.)  This  p.xssagc  helps  to  explain  why  so  few 
architectural  relics  of  the  Indian  era  still  survive  in  Mexico. 

*  "  De  manera  que  d  mi  juicio  y  vrrd.aderamente  serin  bautirados  en  est« 
tiempo  que  digo.  our  sersin  ouhice  aRos,  mas  de  niicve  millones  de  animu 
dc  Indios."     Torimo,  Hist,  cle  los  Indios,  MS.,  Parte  2,  cap.  3. 
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table-land,  which,  from  its  elevated  position,  reminded  them  of 
the  plateau  of  their  own  Castile.  Here,  too,  they  were  in  the 
range  of  those  inexhaustible  mines  which  have  since  poured  their 
silver  deluge  over  Europe.  The  mineral  resources  of  the  land 
were  not,  indeed,  fully  explored  or  comprehended  till  at  a  much 
later  period ;  but  some  few,  as  the  mines  of  Zacatecas,  Guanu- 
axato,  and  Tasco, — the  last  of  which  was  also  known  in  Monte- 
zuma's time, — had  begun  to  be  wrought  within  a  generation 
after  the  Conquest.^ 

But  the  best  wealth  of  the  first  settlers  was  in  the  vegetable 
products  of  the  soil,  whether  indigenous,  or  introduced  from 
abroad  by  the  wise  economy  of  Cortds.  He  had  earnestly  re- 
commended the  Crown  to  require  all  vessels  coming  to  the 
country  to  bring  over  a  certain  quantity  of  seeds  and  plants.^ 
He  made  it  a  condition  of  the  grants  of  land  on  the  plateau,  that 
the  proprietor  of  every  estate  should  plant  a  specified  number 
of  vines  in  it.^  He  further  stipulated,  that  no  one  should  get  a 
clear  title  to  his  estate  until  he  had  occupied  it  eight  years.®  He 
knew  that  permanent  residence  could  alone  create  that  interest 
in  the  soil,  which  would  lead  to  its  efficient  culture;  and  that  the 
opposite  system  had  caused  the  impoverishment  of  the  best 
plantations  in  the  Islands.  His  various  regulations,  some  of 
them  not  a  little  distasteful  to  the  colonists,  augmented  the 
agricultural  resources  of  the  country  by  the  addition  of 
the  most  important  European  grains  and  other  vegetables, 
for  which  the  diversified  climate  of  New  Spam  was  ad- 
mirably adapted.  The  sugar-cane  was  transplanted  from 
the  neighboring  islands  to  the  lower  level  of  the  country, 
and,  together  with  indigo,  cotton,  and  cochineal,  formed 
a  more  desirable  staple  for  the  colony  than  its  precious 
metals.  Under  the  sun  of  the  tropics,  the  peach,  the  almond, 
the  orange,  the  vine,  and  the  olive,  before  unknown  there, 
flourished  in  the  gardens  of  the  table-land,  at  an  elevation  twice 
as  great,  as  that  at  which  the  clouds  are  suspended  in  summer 
above  our  heads.     The  importation  of  a  European  fruit  or  vege- 

^  Clavigero,  Stor.  del  Messico,  torn.  I.  p.  43. — Humboldt,  Essai  Politi- 
que, torn.  III.  pp.  115,  145. — Esposicion  de  Don  Lucas  Alaman,  (Mexico, 
1828,)  p.  59. 

2^  "  Paraque  cada  Navio  traiga  cierta  cantidad  de  Plantas,  y  que  no  pueda 
salir  sin  ellas,  porque  sera  mucha  causa  para  la  Poblacion,  y  perpetuacion 
de  ella."  Rel.  Quarta  de  Cortes,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  397. 

2S  '*  Item,  que  cualquier  vesino  que  tubiere  Indios  de  repartimiento  sea 
obligado  a  poner  en  alios  en  cada  un  ano  con  cada  cien  Indios  de  los  que 
tuvieren  de  repartimiento  mil  sarmientos,  en«ogiendo  la  mejor  que  pudiest 
hallar."     Ordenanzas  Municipales,  ano  de  1524,  MS. 

*  Ordenanzas  Municipales,  ano  de  1524,  MS. 
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table  was  hailed  by  the  simple  colonists  with  delight.  The  first 
produce  of  the  exotic  was  celebrated  by  a  festival,  and  the 
guests  greeted  each  other,  as  on  the  appearance  of  an  old  familiar 
friend,  who  called  up  the  remembrance  of  the  past,  and  the  ten- 
der associations  of  their  native  land. 

While  thus  occupied  with  the  internal  economy  of  the  country, 
Cortes  was  still  bent  on  his  great  schemes  of  discovery  and  con- 
quest. In  the  preceding  Chapter  we  have  seen  him  fitting  out  a 
little  fleet  at  Zacatula,  to  explore  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  It 
was  burnt  in  the  dock-yard,  when  nearly  completed.  This  was 
a  serious  calamity,  as  most  of  the  materials  were  to  be  trans- 
ported across  the  country  from  Villa  Rica.  Cortes,  however, 
with  his  usual  promptness,  took  measures  to  repair  the  loss.  He 
writes  to  the  emperor,  that  another  squadron  will  soon  be  got 
ready  at  the  same  port,  and,  *'  he  doubts  not,  will  put  his  Majesty 
in  possession  of  more  lands  and  kingdoms,  than  the  nation  has 
ever  heard  of !"  *^  This  magnificent  vaunt  shows  the  common 
sentiment  of  the  Spaniards  at  that  time,  who  looked  on  the 
Pacific  as  the  famed  Indian  Ocean,  studded  with  golden  islands, 
and  teeming  with  the  rich  treasures  of  the  East. 

A  principal  object  of  tins  squadron  was  the  discovery  of  a 
strait  which  should  connect  the  Atlantic  with  the  Pacific. 
Another  squadron,  consisting  of  five  vessels,  was  fitted  out  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  take  the  direction  of  Florida,  with  the 
same  view  of  detecting  a  strait.  For  Cortes  trusted — we,  at 
this  day,  may  smile  at  the  illusion — that  one  might  be  found  in 
that  direction,  which  should  conduct  the  navigator  to  those 
waters  which  had  been  traversed  by  the  keels  of  Magellan  !^ 

The  discover)-  of  a  strait  was  the  great  object  to  which  nau- 
tical enterprise  in  that  day  was  directed,  as  it  had  been  ever 
since  the  time  of  Columbus.  It  was  in  the  sixteenth  century 
what  the  discovery  of  the  North-west  passage  has  been  in  our 
own  age  ;  the  great  igriis  fatuus  of  navigators.  The  vast  extent 
of  the  American  continent  had  been  ascertained  by  the  voyages 
of  Cabot  in  the  North,  and  of  Magellan  very  recently  in  the 
South.  The  proximity,  in  certain  quarters,  of  the  two  great 
oceans  that  washed  its  eastern  and  western  shores  had  been 
settled    by    th(!    discoveries    both    of    Balboa    and    of    Cortds. 

^  "Tcngo  dc  scr  causa,  que  Vuestra  Ccsarca  Maccstad  sea  en  cstas  partes 
ScHor  tic  n>.is  Kcyuos,  Scfiorlos  (|uc  los  que  hasta  noy  cu  nucstra  Nacion  sc 
ticne  noticia,"   Kcl.  Quarta  dc  Cortes,  ap.  Ix)rciuana,  p,  374. 

ni  •*  Much  an  I  esteem  Hernando  Cortes,"  exclaims  Ovicdo,  "for  the 
greatest  captain  and  most  practised  in  military  matters  ofany  wr  hare  known, 
I  think  such  an  opinion  shows  he  was  no  great  cosmograplin."  (Hist,  dt 
las  Ind.,  MS.,  lib.  ^^^  cap.  41.)     Oviedu  had  lived  to  sec  its  fall.icy. 
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European  scholars  could  not  believe,  that  Nature  had  worked  on 
a  plan  so  repugnant,  apparently,  to  the  interests  of  humanity,  as 
to  interpose,  through  the  whole  length  of  the  great  continent, 
such  a  barrier  to  communication  between  the  adjacent  waters. 
The  correspondence  of  men  of  science,32  the  instructions  of  the 
Court,  the  letters  of  Cortes,  like  those  of  Columbus,  touch  fre- 
quently on  this  favorite  topic.  "  Your  Majesty  may  be  assured," 
he  writes,  "  that,  as  I  know  how  much  you  have  at  heart  the  dis- 
covery of  this  great  secret  of  a  strait,  I  shall  postpone  all  interests 
and  projects  of  my  own,  some  of  them  of  the  highest  moment,  for 
the  fulfilment  of  this  great  object."^ 

It  was  partly  with  the  same  view,  that  the  general  caused  a 
considerable  armament  to  be  equipped  and  placed  under  the 
command  of  Christdval  de  Olid,  the  brave  officer,  who,  as  the 
reader  will  remember,  had  charge  of  one  of  the  great  divisions 
of  the  besieging  army.  He  was  to  steer  for  Honduras,  and  plant 
a  colony  on  its  northern  coast.  A  detachment  of  Olid's  squad- 
ron was  afterwards  to  cruise  along  its  southern  shore  towards 
Darien  in  search  of  the  mysterious  strait.  The  country  was  re- 
ported to  be  full  of  gold  ;  so  full,  that  "  the  fishermen  used  gold 
weights  for  their  nets."  The  life  of  the  Spanish  discoverers  was 
one  long  day-dream.  Illusion  after  illusion  chased  one  another 
like  the  bubbles  which  the  child  throws  of?  from  his  pipe,  as 
bright,  as  beautiful,  and  as  empty.  They  lived  in  a  world  of  en- 
chantment.^ 

Together  with  these  maritime  expeditions  Cortes  fitted  out  a 
powerful  expedition  by  land.  It  was  intrusted  to  Alvarado,  who, 
with  a  large  force  of  Spaniards  and  Indians,  was  to  descend  the 
southern  slant  of  the  Cordilleras,  and  penetrate  into  the  coun- 
tries that  lay  beyond  the  rich  valley  of  Oaxaca.  The  campaigns 
of  this  bold  and  rapacious  chief  terminated  in  the  important  con- 
quest of  Guatemala.  The  general  required  h^s  captains  to  send 
him  minute  accounts  of  the  countries  which  they  visited,  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  soil,  and  their  general  resources.  The  result 
was  several  valuable  and  interesting  communications.^     In  his 

32  Martyr,  Opus  Epist.,  ep.  8ii. 

^  Rel.  Quarta,  ap.  Lorenzana,  p.  385. 

^The  illusion  at  home  was  kept  up,  in  some  measure,  by  the  dazzling 
display  of  gold  and  jewels  remitted  from  time  to  time,  wrought  into  fanci- 
ful and  often  fantastic  forms.  One  of  the  articles  sent  home  by  Cortes 
was  a  piece  of  ordnance,  made  of  gold  and  silver,  of  very  fine  workmanship, 
the  metal  of  which  alone  cost  2 ^,t^oo pesos  de  oj-o.  Oviedo  who  saw  it  in 
the  palace,  speaks  with  admiration  of  this  magnificent  toy.  Hist,  de  las  Ind., 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  41. 

^  Among  these  may  be  particularly  mentioned  the  Letters  of  Alvarado 
and   Diego  de    Godoy,  transcribed  by  Oviedo   in  his  Hist,  de  las  Ind.,  MS., 


VOYAGES  AND  EXPEDITIONS. 


323 


instructions  for  the  conduct  of  these  expeditions,  he  enjoined  a 
considerate  treatment  of  the  natives,  and  inculcated  a  policy 
which  may  be  called  humane,  as  far  as  humanity  is  compatible 
with  a  system  of  subjugation  *  Unfortunately,  the  character  of 
his  officers  too  often  rendered  these  instructions  unavailing. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  great  enterprises,  Cortds,  within  thret 
short  years  after  the  Conquest,  had  reduced  under  the  dominion 
of  Castile  an  extent  of  country  more  than  four  hundred  leagues 
in  length,  as  he  affirms,  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  more  than 
five  hundred  on  the  Pacific  ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  in^ 
terior  provinces  of  no  great  importance,  had  brought  them  to  a 
condition  of  entire  tranquility.^  In  accomplishing  this,  he  had 
freely  expended  the  revenues  of  the  Crown,  drawn  from  tributes 
similar  to  those  which  had  been  anciently  paid  by  the  natives  to 
their  own  sovereigns  ;  and  he  had,  moreover,  incurred  a  large 
debt  on  his  own  account,  for  which  he  demanded  remuneration 
from  government.  The  celebrity  of  his  name,  and  the  dazzling 
reports  of  the  conquered  countries,  drew  crowds  of  adventurers 
to  New  Spain,  who  furnished  the  general  with  recruits  for  his 
various  enterprises. 

Whoever  would  form  a  just  estimate  of  this  remarkable  man 
must  not  confine  himself  to  the  history  of  the  Conquest.  His 
military  career,  indeed,  places  him  on  a  level  with  the  greatest 
captains  of  his  age.  But  the  period  subsequent  to  the  Conquest 
affords  different,  and  in  some  respects  nobler,  points  of  view  for 
the  study  of  his  character.  For  we  then  see  him  devising  a  sys- 
tem of  government  for  the  motley  and  antagonist  races,  so  to 
speak,  now  first  brought  under  a  common  dominion  ;  repairing 
the  mischiefs  of  war ;  and  employing  his  efforts  to  detect  the 
latent  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  stimulate  it  to  its  highest 
power  of  production.  The  narrative  may  seem  tame,  after  the 
recital  of  exploits  as  bold  and  adventurous  as  those  of  a  paladin 
of  romance.  But  it  is  only  by  the  perusal  of  this  narative,  that 
we  can  form  an  adequate  conception  of  the  acute  and  compre- 
hensive genius  of  Cortes. 

(lib.  33,  cap.  42 — 44,)  and  translated  by  Ramusio,  for  las  rich  cx)llcction, 
Viaggi,  tonj.   III. 

*  Sec,  among  others,  his  orders  to  his  kinsm-in,  Francis  Cortes, — **  In- 
Btriiccion  Civil  y  Miiitar  por  la  Exi)cdici()n  i\r  la  Costa  pc  Colinia."  The 
paper  is  dated  in  1524,  and  forms  part  of  the  MuRoz  collection  of  MSS. 

""^  Kel.  Quartx,  ap.   Ixirenzana,  p.  371. 

"Well  may  we  wonder,"  exclaims  his  archiepitcopal  editor,  *' that 
Cort^sand  his  soldiers  could  have  overrun  and  subdued,  in  so  short  a  time, 
countries,  many  of  them  so  rough  and  difficult  of  access,  that,  even  at  thf 
present  day,  we  can  hardly  penetrate  them  I "     Ibid.,  nota. 
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CHAPTER  HI. 

Defection    of    Olid. — Dreadful    March  to   Honduras.— 

Execution  of  Guatemozin. — Dona   Marina. — Arrival  at 
Honduras. 

1524— 1526. 

In  the  last  Chapter  we  have  seen  that  Christdval  de  Olid  was 
sent  by  Cortes  to  plant  a  colony  in  Honduras.  The  expedition 
was  attended  with  consequences  which  had  not  been  foreseen. 
Made  giddy  by  the  possession  of  power,  Olid,  when  he  had 
reached  his  place  of  destination,  determined  to  assert  an  inde- 
pendent jurisdiction  for  himself.  His  distance  from  Mexico,  he 
flattered  himself,  might  enable  him  to  do  so  with  impunity.  He 
misunderstood  the  character  of  Cortes,  when  he  supposed  that 
any  distance  would  be  great  enough  to  shield  a  rebel  from  his 
vengeance. 

It  was  long  before  the  general  received  tidings  of  Olid's  defec- 
tion. But  no  sooner  was  he  satisfied  of  this,  than  he  despatched 
to  Honduras  a  trusty  captain  and  kinsman,  Francisco  de  las 
Casas,  with  directions  to  arrest  his  disobedient  officer.  Las 
Casas  was  wrecked  on  the  coast,  and  fell  into  Olid's  hands ;  but 
eventually  succeeded  in  raising  an  insurrection  in  the  settlement, 
seized  the  person  of  Olid,  and  beheaded  that  unhappy  delinquent 
in  the  market-place  of  Naco.^ 

Of  these  proceedings,  Cortes  learned  only  what  related  to  the 
shipwreck  of  his  lieutenant.  He  saw  all  the  mischievous  conse- 
quences that  must  arise  from  Olid's  example,  especially  if  his 
defection  were  to  go  unpunished.  He  determined  to  take  the 
affair  into  his  own  hands,  and  to  lead  an  expedition  in  person  to 
Honduras.  He  would  thus,  moreover,  be  enabled  to  ascertain 
from  personal  inspection  the  resources  of  the  country,  which 
were  reputed  great  on  the  score  of  mineral  wealth ;  and  would 
perhaps,  detect  the  point  of  communication  between  the  great 
oceans,  which  had  so  long  eluded  the  efforts  of  the  Spanish 
discoverers.     He  was  still  further  urged  to  this  step  by  the  un« 

1  Carta  Quinta  de  Cortes,  MS. 
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comfortable  position  in  which  he  had  found  himself  of  late  in 
the  capital.  Several  functionaries  had  recently  been  sent  from 
the  mother  country  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  administering 
the  colonial  revenues.  But  they  served  as  spies  on  the  general's 
conduct,  caused  him  many  petty  annoyances,  and  sent  back  to 
court  the  most  malicious  reports  of  his  purposes  and  proceed- 
ings. Cortes,  in  short,  now  that  he  was  made  Governor-General 
of  the  country,  had  less  real  power  than  when  he  held  no  legal 
commission  at  all. 

The  Spanish  force  which  he  took  with  him  did  not  probably 
exceed  a  hundred  horse  and  forty  or  perhaps  fifty  foot ;  to  which 
were  added  about  three  thousand  Indian  auxiliaries.^  Among 
them  were  Guatemozin  and  the  cacique  of  Tacuba,  w^ith  a  few 
others  of  highest  rank,  whose  consideration  with  their  country- 
men would  make  them  an  obvious  nucleus,  round  which  disaffec- 
tion might  gather.  The  general's  personal  retinue  consisted  of 
several  pages,  young  men  of  good  family,  and  among  them  Mon- 
tejo,  the  future  conqueror  of  Yucatan  ;  a  butler  and  steward; 
several  musicians,  dancers,  jugglers,  and  buffoons,  showing,  it 
might  seem,  more  of  the  effeminacy  of  an  Oriental  satrap,  than 
the  hardy  valor  of  a  Spanish  cavalier.*^  Yet  the  imputation  of 
effeminacy  is  sufficiently  disproved  by  the  terrible  march  which 
he  accomplished. 

On  the  i2th  of  October,  1524,  Cortes  commenced  his  march. 
As  he  descended  the  sides  of  the  Cordilleras,  he  was  met  by 
many  of  his  old  companions  in  arms,  who  greeted  their  com- 
mander with  a  hearty  welcome,  and  some  of  them  left  their  es- 
tates to  join  the  expedition."'  He  halted  in  the  province  of 
Coatzacualco,  (Huasacualco,)  until  he  could  receive  intelligence 
respecting  his  route  from  the  natives  of  Tabasco.  They  fur- 
nished him  with  a  map,  exhibiting  the  principal  places  whither 
the  Indian  traders,  who  wandered  over  these  wild  regions,  were 
in  the  habit  of  resorting.  With  the  aid  of  this  map,  a  compass 
and  such  guides  as  from  time  to  time  he  could  pick  up  on  his 
journey,  he  proposed  to  traverse  that  broad  and  level  tract  which 
forms  the  basis  of  Yucatan,  and  spreads  from  the  Coatzacualco 
river  to  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of   Honduras.     "  I  shall  give  your 

2  Carto  dc  Albornos,  MS.,  Mcxim,  Dec.  i  c,  IC2C. — Cnrti  Onir.tR  de 
Cort(?8,  MS.  >     ^  3 

The  aiiiliDritics  do  nf)t  preciselv  aerrr  .is  tothc  numl>crs  wliir]i  were  chang- 
ing, prob.ihIv,  with  every  step  of  their  march  across  the  tahle-hmd. 

^  Hrrnal  Diaz,  Hi«t.  de  la  Conquista.  rap.  174. 

*  Among  these  was  Captain  Diar,  who,  however,  left  the  pleasant  farm, 
which  he  occupied  in  the  province  of  Coatzacualco,  with  a  very  ill  grace,  to 
Jiccompany  the  expedition.  '*  Hut  Cortf^s  commanded  il,  and  we  clared  not 
■ay  no,"  tays  the  veteran.     Ibid..  c»p.  175. 
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Majesty,"  he  begins  his  celebrated  Letter  to  the  Emperor,  de« 
scribing  this  expedition,  "  an  account,  as  usual,  of  the  most  re- 
markable events  of  my  journey,  every  one  of  which  might  form 
the  subject  of  a  separate  narration."  Cortds  did  not  exagger- 
ate.^ 

The  beginnmg  of  the  march  lay  across  a  low  and  marshy 
level,  intersected  by  numerous  little  streams,  which  form  the  head 
waters  of  the  Rio  de  Tabasco,  and  of  the  other  rivers  that  dis- 
charge themselves,  to  the  north,  into  the  Mexican  Gulf.  The 
smaller  streams  they  forded,  or  passed  in  canoes,  suffering  their 
horses  to  swim  across  as  they  held  them  by  the  bridle.  Rivers 
of  more  formidable  size  they  crossed  on  floating  bridges.  It 
gives  one  some  idea  of  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter  in 
this  way,  when  it  is  stated,  that  the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to 
construct  no  less  than  fifty  of  these  bridges  in  a  distance  of  less 
than  one  hundred  miles  !  ^  One  of  them  was  more  than  nine 
hundred  paces  in  length.  Their  troubles  were  much  augmented 
by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  subsistence,  as  the  natives  frequent- 
ly set  fire  to  the  villages  on  their  approach,  leaving  to  the  way- 
worn adventurers  only  a  pile  of  smoking  ruins. 

It  would  be  useless  to  encumber  the  page  with  the  names  of 
Indian  towns  which  lay  in  the  route  of  the  army,  but  which  may 
be  now  obselete,  and,  at  all  events,  have  never  found  their  way 
into  a  map  of  the  country."  The  first  considerable  place  which 
they  reached  was  Iztapan,  pleasantly  situated  in  the  midst  of  a 
fruitful  region,  on  the  banks  of  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Rio 
de  Tabasco.     Such  was  the  extremity  to  which  the  Spaniards 

This  celebrated  Letter,  which  has  never  been  published,  is  usually  de- 
signated as  the  Carta  Quinta,  or  "  Fifth  Letter,"  of  Cortes.  It  is  nearly  as 
long  as  the  longest  of  the  printed  letters  of  the  Conqueror,  is  written  in  the 
same  clear,  simple,  business-like  manner,  and  is  as  full  of  interest  as  any  of 
the  preceding.  It  gives  a  minute  account  of  the  expedition  to  Honduras, 
together  with  events  that  occurred  in  the  year  following.  It  bears  no  date, 
but  was  probably  written  in  that  year  from  Mexico.  The  original  manu- 
script is  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna,  which,  as  the  German  sceptre 
was  swayed  at  that  time  by  the  same  hand  which  held  the  Castilian,  con- 
tains many  documents  of  value  for  the  illustration  of  Spanish  history. 

^  "  Es  tierra  mui  baja  y  de  muchas  sienegas,  tanto  que  en  tiempo  de  in- 
vierno  no  se  puede  andar,  ni  se  sirve  sino  en  canoas,  y  con  pasarla  yo  en 
tiempo  de  seca,  desde  la  entrada  hasta  la  salida  de  ella,  que  puede  aver 
Teinti  leguas,  se  hizieron  mas  de  cinquenta,  puentes,  que  sin  se  hazer,  fuera 
imposible  pasar.     Carta  Quinta  de  Cortes,  MS. 

"  I  have  examined  some  of  the  most  ancient  maps  of  the  country,  by  Spanish, 
French,  and  Dutch  cosmographers,  in  order  to  determine  the  route  of  Cortes. 
An  inestimable  collection  of  these  maps,  made  by  the  learned  German, 
Ebeling,  is  to  be  found  in  the  library  of  Harvard  University.  I  can  detect 
on  them  only  four  or  five  of  the  places  indicated  by  the  general.  They  are 
the  places  mentioned  in  the  text,  and,  though  few,  may  serve  to  show  the 
general  direction  of  the  march  of  the  army. 
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had  already,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  been  reduced  by 
hunger  and  fatigue,  that  the  sight  of  a  village  in  these  dreary 
solitudes  was  welcomed  by  his  followers,  says  Cortds,  "with  a 
shout  of  joy  that  was  echoed  back  from  all  the  surrounding 
woods."  The  army  was  now  at  no  great  distance  from  the  an- 
cient city  of  Palenque,  the  subject  of  so  much  speculation  in 
our  time.  The  village  of  Las  Tres  Cruzes^  indeed,  situated  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  miles  from  Palenque,  is  said  still  to 
commemorate  the  passage  of  the  Conquerors  by  the  existence 
of  three  crosses  which  they  left  there.  Yet  no  allusion  is  made 
to  the  ancient  capital.  Was  it  then  the  abode  of  a  populous  and 
flourishing  community,  such  as  once  occupied  it,  to  judge  from 
the  extent  and  magnificence  of  its  remains  ?  Or  was  it,  even 
then,  a  heap  of  moulderirfg  ruins,  buried  in  a  wilderness  of 
vegetation,  and  thus  hidden  from  the  knowledge  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  ?  If  the  former,  the  silence  of  Cortds  is  not 
easy  to  be  explained. 

On  quitting  Iztapan,  the  Spaniards  struck  across  a  country 
having  the  same  character  of  a  low  and  marshy  soil,  checkered 
by  occasional  patches  of  cultivation,  and  covered  with  forests  of 
cedar  and  Brazil  wood,  which  seemed  absolutely  interminable. 
The  overhanging  foliage  threw  so  deep  a  shade,  that,  as  Cortes 
says,  the  soldiers  could  not  see  where  to  set  their  feet.*  To  add 
to  their  perplexity,  their  guides  deserted  them  ;  and,  when  they 
climbed  to  the  summits  of  the  tallest  trees,  they  could  see  only 
the  same  cheerless,  interminable  line  of  waving  woods.  The 
compass  and  the  map  furnished  the  only  clue  to  extricate  them 
from  this  gloomy  labyrinth  ;  and  Cortes  and  his  officers,  among 
whom  was  the  constant  Sandoval,  spreading  out  their  chart  on 
the  ground,  anxiously  studied  the  probable  direction  of  their 
route.  Their  scanty  supplies  meanwhile  had  entirely  failed 
them,  and  they  appeased  the  cravings  of  appetite  by  such  roots 
as  they  dug  out  of  the  earth,  or  by  the  nuts  and  berries  that 
grew  wild  in  the  woods.  Numbers  fell  sick,  and  many  of  the 
Indians  sank  by  the  way,  and  died  of  absolute  starvation. 

When,  at  length,  the  troops  emerged  from  these  dismal  for- 
ests, their  path  was  crossed  by  a  river  of  great  dcptli,  and  far 
wider  than  ajiy  which  they  had  hitherto  traversed.  The  soldiers, 
disheartened,  broke  out  into  murmurs  against  their  leader,  who 
was  plun;;ing  them  deeper  and  deeper  in  a  boundless  wilder- 
ness, where  they  must  lay  their  bones.     It  was  in  vain  that  Cor- 

'  "Dondc  sc  ponian  los  pics  en  cl  rucIo  a^i.i  arriba  la  claridad  delclclo  no 
■e  vcia,  tanta  era  la  espc^iira  y  altc/.a  do  los  drlM>lc»,  <iue  aiuujue  sc  subian 
en  alt^unt)?<,  no  podian  dcscubrir  un  lixo  de  picdra,'*  Carta  Quinta  dt 
Cort<^!i,  MS. 
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t^s  encouraged  them  to  construct  a  floating  bridge,  which  might 
take  them  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.  It  seemed  a  work 
of  appalling  magnitude,  to  which  their  wasted  strength  was  un- 
equal. He  was  more  successful  in  his  appeal  to  the  Indian 
auxiliaries,  till  his  own  men,  put  to  shame  by  the  ready  obedi- 
ence of  the  latter,  engaged  in  the  work  with  a  hearty  good-will, 
which  enabled  them,  although  ready  to  drop  from  fatigue,  to  ac- 
complish it  at  the  end  of  four  days.  It  was,  indeed,  the  only 
expedient  by  which  they  could  hope  to  extricate  themselves  from 
their  perilous  situation.  The  bridge  consisted  of  one  thousand 
pieces  of  timber,  each  of  the  thickness  of  a  man's  body  and 
full  sixty  feet  long.^  When  we  consider  that  the  timber  was  all 
standing  in  the  forest  at  the  commencement  of  the  labor,  it 
must  be  admitted  to  have  been  an  achievement  worthy  of  the 
Spaniards.  The  well-compacted  beams  presented  a  solid  struct- 
ure, which  nothing,  says  Cortes,  but  fire  could  destroy.  It  ex- 
cited the  admiration  of  the  natives,  who  came  a  great  distance 
to  see  it ;  and  "  the  bridge  of  Cortes  "  remained  for  many  a 
year  the  enduring  monument  of  that  commander's  energy  and 
perseverance. 

The  arrival  of  the  army  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  in- 
volved them  in  new  difficulties.  The  ground  was  so  soft  and 
saturated  with  water,  that  the  horses  floundered  up  to  their  girths, 
and,  sometimes  plunging  into  quagmires,  were  nearly  buried  in 
the  mud.  It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  they  could  be 
extricated  by  covering  the  wet  soil  with  the  foliage  and  the 
boughs  of  trees,  when  a  stream  of  water,  which  forced  its  way 
through  the  heart  of  the  morass,  furnished  the  jaded  animals 
M'ith  the  means  of  effecting  their  escape  by  swimming. -^"^  As  the 
Spaniards  emerged  from  these  slimy  depths,  they  came  on  a 
broad  and  rising  ground,  which,  by  its  cultivated  fields  teeming 
with  maize,  agi,  or  pepper  of  the  country,  and  the  yuca  plant, 
intimated  their  approach  to  the  capital  of  the  fruitful  province 

*  "  Porque  Ueva  mas  que  mil  bigas,  que  la  menor  es  casi  tan  gorda  como 
uu  cuerpo  de  un  hombre,  y  de  nueve  y  diez  brazas  en  largo."  Carta  Quinta 
de  Cortes,  MS. 

1^  *'  Pasada  toda  la  gente  y  cavallos  de  la  otra  parte  del  alcon  dimos  luego 
en  una  gran  9ienega,  que  durava  bien  tres  tiros  de  ballesta,  la  cosa  mas 
es])antosa  que  jamas  las  gentes  vieron,  donde  todos  los  cavallos  desen^illados 
se  sumieron  hasta  las  orejas  sin  parecerse  otra  cosa,  y  querer  forcejar  a  salir, 
sumianse  mas,  de  manera  que  alli  perdimos  toda  la  esperanza  de  poder  esca- 
par  cavallos  ningunos,  pero  todavia  comenzamos  a  trabajar  y  componerles 
ha9es  de  yerba  ramas  grandes  de  bajo,  sobre  que  se  sostuviesen  y  no  se 
sumiesen,  remedi  vanse  algo,  y  andando  trabajando  y  yendo  y  viniendo  de 
la  una  parte  a  la  otra,  abriose  por  medio  de  un  calejon  de  agua  y  9ieno,  que 
los  cavallos  comenzaron  algo  a  nadar,  y  con  esto  plugo  a  nuestro  Senor  qu« 
salieron  todos  sin  peligro  ninguno."     Carta  Quinta  de  Cortes,  MS. 
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of  Aculan.  It  was  in  the  beginning  of  Lent,  1525,  a  period 
memorable  for  an  event  of  which  I  shall  give  the  particulars  from 
the  narrative  of  Cortes. 

The  general  at  this  place  was  informed  by  one  of  the  Indian 
converts  in  his  train,  that  a  conspiracy  had  been  set  on  foot  by 
Guatemozin,  with  the  cacique  of  Tacuba,  and  some  other  of  the 
principal  Indian  nobles,  to  massacre  the  Spaniards.  They  would 
seize  the  moment  when  the  army  should  be  entangled  in  the  pas- 
sage of  some  defile,  or  some  frightful  morass  like  that  from  which 
it  had  just  escaped,  where,  taken  at  disadvantage,  it  could  be 
easily  overpowered  by  the  superior  number  of  the  Mexicans. 
After  the  slaughter  of  the  troops,  the  Indians  would  continue 
their  march  to  Honduras,  and  cut  off  the  Spanish  settlements 
there.  Their  success  would  lead  to  a  rising  in  the  capital,  and, 
indeed,  throughout  the  land,  until  every  Spaniard  should  be  ex- 
terminated, and  the  vessels  in  the  ports  be  seized,  and  secured 
from  carrying  the  tidings  across  the  waters. 

No  sooner  had  Cortds  learned  the  particulars  of  this  formidable 
plot,  than  he  arrested  Guatemozin  and  the  principal  Aztec.  lords 
in  his  train.  The  latter  admitted  the  fact  of  the  conspiracy,  but 
alleged  that  it  had  been  planned  by  Guatemozin,  and  that  they 
had  refused  to  come  into  it.  Guatemozin  and  the  chief  of  Tacuba 
neither  arlmitted  nor  denied  the  truth  of  the  accusation,  but 
maintained  a  dogged  silence.  Such  is  the  statement  of  Cortes." 
Bernal  Diaz,  however,  who  was  present  in  the  expedition,  assures 
us,  that  both  Guatemozin  and  the  cacique  of  Tacuba  avowed 
their  innocence.  They  had,  indeed,  they  said,  talked  more  than 
once  together  of  the  suffer!.. j^s  they  were  then  enduring,  and  had 
said,  that  death  was  preferable  to  seeing  so  many  of  their  poor 
followers  dying  daily  around  them.  They  admitted,  also,  that  a 
/)roject  for  rising  on  the  Spaniards  had  been  discussed  by  some 
of  the  Aztecs  ;  but  Guatemozin  had  discouraged  it  from  the 
first,  and  no  scheme  of  the  kind  could  have  been  put  into  execu* 
tion  without  his  knowledge  and  consent. '■^  These  protestations 
did  not  avail  the  unfortunate  princes ;  and  Corttfs  having  satis- 
fied, or  affected  to  satisfy,  himself  of  their  guilt,  ordered  them  to 
immediate  execution. 

When  brought  to  the  fatal  tree,  Guatemozin  displayed  the  in- 
trepid spirit  worthy  of  his  better  days.  "  1  knew  what  it  was,"  said 
he,  "  to  trust  to  your  false  promises,  Malinche  ;  I  knew  that  you 
harl  destined  me  to  this  fate,  since  1  did  not  fall  by  my  own  hand 
when  you  entered  my  city  of  Tenochtitlan.     Why  do  you  slay  mt 

"  Carta  Quint.1  dr  C..rtt<j»,  MS. 
^  lliAL  dc  U  Conquittta,  cap.  177. 
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SO  unjustly  ?  God  will  demand  it  of  you  !  "  ^  The  cacique  ol 
Tacuba,  protesting  his  innocence,  declared,  that  he  desired  no 
better  lot  than  to  die  by  the  side  of  his  lord.  The  unfortunate 
princes,  with  one  or  more  inferior  nobles,  (for  the  number  is  un- 
certain,) were  then  executed  by  being  hung  from  the  huge  bran- 
ches of  a  ceiba  tree,  which  overshadowed  the  road.-^* 

Such  was  the  sad  end  of  Guatemozin,  the  last  emperor  of  the 
Aztecs,  if  we  might  not  rather  call  him  "  the  last  of  the  Aztecs  "  ; 
since,  from  this  time,  broken  in  spirit  and  without  a  head,  the 
remnant  of  the  nation  resigned  itself,  almost  without  a  struggle, 
to  the  stern  yoke  of  its  oppressors.  Among  all  the  names  of  bar- 
barian princes,  there  are  few  entitled  to  a  higher  place  on  the 
roll  of  fame  than  that  of  Guatemozin.  He  was  young,  and  his 
public  career  was  not  long  ;  but  it  was  glorious.  He  was  called 
to  the  throne  in  the  convulsed  and  expiring  hours  of  the  mon- 
archy, when  the  banded  nations  of  Anahuac  and  the  fierce 
European  were  thundering  at  the  gates  of  the  capital.  It  was  a 
post  of  tremendous  responsibility ;  but  Guatemozin's  conduct 
fully  justified  the  choice  of  him  to  fill  it.  No  one  can  refuse  his 
admiration  to  the  intrepid  spirit  which  could  prolong  a  defence 
of  his  city,  while  one  stone  was  left  upon  another  ;  and  our  sym- 
pathies, for  the  time,  are  inevitably  thrown  more  into  the  scale 
of  the  rude  chieftain,  thus  battling  for  his  country's  freedom, 
than  into  that  of  his  civilized  and  successful  antagonist.-^^ 

In  reviewing  the  circumstances  of  Guatemozin's  death,  one 
cannot  attach  much  weight  to  the  charge  of  conspiracy  brought 
against  him.  That  the  Indians,  brooding  over  their  wrongs  and 
present  sufferings,  should  have  sometimes  talked  of  revenge 
would  not  be  surprising.  But  that  any  chimerical  scheme  of  an 
insurrection,  like  that  above  mentioned,  should  have  been  set  on 

^  Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 

^*  According  to  Diaz,  both  Guatemozin  and  the  prince  of  Tacuba  had  em- 
braced the  religion  of  their  conquerors,  and  were  confessed  by  a  Franciscan 
friar  before  their  execution.  We  are  further  assured  by  the  same  authority, 
that  "they  were,  y^r  Indians,  xtry  good.  Christians,  and  believed  well  and 
truly."  (Ibid.,  loc.  cit. )  One  is  reminded  of  the  last  hours  of  Caupolican, 
converted  to  Christianity  bv  the  same  men  who  tied  him  to  the  stake.  See 
the  scene,  painted  in  the  frightful  coloring  of  a  master  hand,  in  the  Araucana, 
Canto  34. 

15  Guatemozin's  beautiful  wife,  the  princess  Tecuichpo,  the  daughter  of 
Montezuma,  lived  long  enough  after  his  death  to  give  her  hand  to  three 
Castilians,  all  of  noble  descent.  (See  Ante,  Vol.  IT.  p.  81,  note  36.)  She 
is  described  as  having  been  ais  well  instructed  in  the  Catholic  faith  as  any 
woman  in  Castile,  as  most  gracious  and  winning  in  her  deportment,  and  aa 
having  contributed  greatly,  by  her  example,  and  the  deference  with  which 
she  inspired  the  Aztecs,  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  concjuered  country.  —This 
pleasing  portrait,  it  may  be  well  enough  to  mention,  is  by  the  hand  of  hei 
husband,  Don  Thoan  Cano.     See  Appendix,  Part  z.  No.  it. 
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foot,  or  even  sanctioned  by  Guatemozin,  is  altogthbi  improbable. 
That  prince's  explanation  of  the  affair,  as  given  by  Diaz,  is,  to 
say  the  least,  quite  as  deserving  of  credit  as  the  accusation  of 
the  Indian  informer.^*^  The  defect  of  testimony  and  the  distance 
of  time  make  it  difficult  for  us,  at  the  present  day,  to  decide  the 
question.  We  have  a  surer  criterion  of  the  truth  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  were  eye  witnesses  of  the  transaction.  It  is  given 
in  the  words  of  the  old  chronicler,  so  often  quoted.  "The 
execution  of  Guatemozin,"  says  Diaz,  *'  was  most  unjust ;  and 
was  thought  wrong  by  all  of  us."^^ 

The  most  probable  explanation  of  the  affair  seems  to  be,  that 
Guatemozin  was  a  troublesome  and,  indeed,  formidable  captive. 
Thus  much  is  intimated  by  Cortes  himself,  in  his  Letter  to  the 
emperor.^*  The  fallen  sovereign  of  Mexico,  by  the  ascendency 
of  his  character,  as  well  as  by  his  previous  station,  maintained  an 
influence  over  his  countrymen,  which  would  have  enabled  him 
with  a  breath,  as  it  were,  to  rouse  their  smothered,  not  extin- 
guished, animosity  into  rebellion.  The  Spaniards,  during  the 
first  years  after  the  Conquest,  lived  in  constant  apprehension  of 
a  rising  of  the  Aztecs.  This  is  evident  from  numerous  passages 
in  the  writings  of  the  time.  It  was  under  the  same  apprehension, 
that  Cortes  consented  to  embarrass  himself  with  his  royal  cap- 
tive on  this  dreary  expedition.  And  in  such  distrust  did  he  hold 
him,  that,  even  while  in  Mexico,  he  neither  rode  abroad,  nor 
walked  to  any  great  distance,  according  to  Gomara,  without  being 
attended  by  Guatemozin. ^^ 

Parties  standing  in  :  uch  relations  to  each  other  could  have 
been  the  objects  only  of  mutual  distrust  and  aversion.  The 
forlorn  condition  of  the  Sj)aniar(ls  on  the  present  march,  which 
exposed  them,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  to  any  sudden  assault  from 
their  wily  Indian  vassals,  increased  the  suspicions  of  Cortes. 
Thus   predisposed    to   think  ill  of  Guatemozin,  the  general  lent 

^'^  The  Indian  chroniclers  regard  the  pretended  conspiracy  of  (iuatemozin 
aA  an  invention  of  Cortes.  The  informer  himself,  when  afterwards  put  to 
the  torture  by  the  cacique  of  Tezcuco,  declared  that  he  had  made  no  reve- 
lation of  this  nature  to  the  Spanish  commander.  Ixtlilxochitl  vouches  for 
the  truth  of  this  story.  (Vcnida  de  los  Ksp.,  pp.  S3-93. )  lUit  who  will 
vouch  for  Ixtlixochitl  ? 

*'  **  Y  fu6  esta  muertc  que  Ics  ditmn  muv  injiistamcntc  dada,  y  parcci6 
mal   4  todos  los  (jue   ibamos  afpiella  jornado."      Hist  de  la  Concjuista,  cap, 

*"  "Guatemazin,  Scfior  que  fue  dc  csta  Ciudad  dc  Trmixtitan,  .^  quien  yo 
despues  (|ue  la  gan<f  he  tcnitlo  siemprc  prrso,  tcnicndolc  per  homhrc  bulli* 
cioso,  y  Ic  Ucvd  conmipo."     Carta  Qtiinta,  MS. 

'"  *•  Y  Ic  harian  acpiella  mcsma  rrvcrencia,  i  ccrcmonia.^,  que  k  Motcc- 
9uma,  i  crco  (lue  por  cso  Ic  llcvaba  sirmprc  consigo  por  la  Ciuuad  ^Caballo, 
•i  cavalgaba,  1  sino  a  pie  como  ^1  iba."     Crunica,  cap.  170. 
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a  ready  ear  to  the  first  accusation  against  him.  Charges  were 
converted  into  proofs,  and  condemnation  followed  close  upon 
the  charges.  By  a  single  blow  he  proposed  to  rid  himself  and 
the  state  forever  of  a  dangerous  enemy, — the  more  dangerous, 
that  he  was  an  enemy  in  disguise.  Had  he  but  consulted  his 
own  honor  and  his  good  name,  Guatemozin's  head  should  have 
been  the  last  on  which  he  should  have  suffered  an  injury  to  fall. 
"  He  should  have  cherished  him,"  to  borrow  the  homely  simile 
of  his  encomiast,  Gomara,  "  like  gold  in  a  napkin,  as  the  best 
trophy  of  his  victories."  ^ 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  real  motives  of  his  conduct  in 
this  affair,  it  seems  to  have  left  the  mind  of  Cortes  but  ill  at 
ease.  For  a  long  time  he  was  moody  and  irritable,  and  found 
it  difficult  to  sleep  at  night.  On  one  occasion,  as  he  was  pacing 
an  upper  chamber  of  a  teocalli  in  which  he  was  quartered,  he 
missed  his  footing  in  the  dark,  and  was  precipitated  from  a 
height  of  some  twelve  feet  to  the  ground,  which  occasioned  him 
a  severe  contusion  on  the  head, — a  thing  too  palpable  to  be  con- 
cealed, though  he  endeavored,  says  the  gossiping  Diaz,  to  hide 
the  knowledge  of  it,  as  well  as  he  could,  from  the  soldiers.^ 

It  was  not  long  after  the  sad  scene  of  Guatemozin's  execution, 
that  the  wearied  troops  entered  the  head  town  of  the  great  prov- 
ince of  Aculan  ;  a  thriving  community  of  traders,  who  carried  on 
a  profitable  traffic  with  the  furthest  quarters  of  Central  America. 
Cortes  notices  in  general  terms  the  excellence  and  beauty  of  the 
buildings,  and  the  hospitable  reception  which  he  experienced 
from  the  inhabitants. 

After  renewing  their  strength  in  these  comfortable  quarters, 
the  Spaniards  left  the  capital  of  Aculan,  the  name  of  which  is 
to  be  found  on  no  map,  and  held  on  their  toilsome  way  in  the 
direction  of  what  is  now  called  the  Lake  of  Peten.  It  was  then 
the  property  of  an  emigrant  tribe  of  the  hardy  Maya  family, 
and  their  capital  stood  on  an  island  in  the  lake,  "  with  its  houses 
and  lofty  teocallis  glistening  in  the  sun,"  says  Bernal  Diaz,  "  so 
that  it  might  be  seen  for  the  distance  of  two  leagues. "  ^  These 
edifices,  built  by  one  of  the  races  of  Yucatan,  displayed,  doubt- 
less, the  same  peculiarities  of  construction  as  the  remains  still 
to  be  seen  in  that  remarkable  peninsula.  But,  whatever  may 
have  been  their  architectural  merits,  they  are  disposed  of  in  a 
brief  sentence  by  the  Conquerors. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  island  showed  a  friendly  spirit,  and  a 

ao  <<  J  Cortes  debiera  guardarlo  vivo,  como  Ore  en  pano  que  era  el  triumpho 
■  gloria  de  sus  Victorias."     Cronica,  cap.  170. 
-1  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  ubi  supra. 
^Ibid.,  cap.  178. 
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docility  unlike  the  warlike  temper  of  their  countrymen  of 
Yucatan.  They  willingly  listened  to  the  Spanish  missionaries 
who  accompanied  the  expedition,  as  they  expounded  the  Chris- 
tian doctrines  through  the  intervention  of  Marina.  The  Indian 
interpreter  was  present  throughout  this  long  march,  the  last 
in  which  she  remained  at  the  side  of  Cortes.  As  this,  too,  is 
the  last  occasion  on  which  she  will  appear  in  these  pages,  I  will 
mention,  before  parting  with  her,  an  interesting  circumstance 
that  occurred  when  the  army  was  traversing  the  province  of 
Coatzacualco.  This,  it  may  be  remembered,  was  the  native 
country  of  Marina,  where  her  infamous  mother  sold  her,  when  a 
child,  to  some  foreign  traders,  in  order  to  secure  her  inheritance 
to  a  younger  brother.  Cortes  halted  for  some  days  at  this 
place,  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  surrounding  caciques,  on 
matters  of  government  and  religion.  Among  those  summoned 
to  this  meeting  was  Marina's  mother,  who  came,  attended  by  her 
son.  No  sooner  did  they  make  their  appearance,  than  all  were 
struck  with  the  great  resemblance  of  the  cacique  to  her  daughter. 
The  two  parties  recognized  each  other,  though  they  had  not 
met  since  theirseparation.  The  mother,  greatly  terrified,  fancied 
that  she  had  been  decoyed  into  a  snare,  in  order  to  punish  her 
inhuman  conduct.  But  Marina  instantly  ran  up  to  her,  and 
endeavored  to  allay  her  fears,  assuring  her  that  she  should 
receive  no  harm,  and,  addressing  the  by-standers,  said,  "that 
she  was  sure  her  mother  knew  not  what  she  did,  when  she  sold 
her  to  the  traders,  and  that  she  forgave  her."  Then  tenderly 
embracing  her  unnatural  parent,  she  gave  her  such  jewels  and 
other  little  ornaments  as  she  wore  about  her  own  person,  to  win 
back,  ai  it  would  seem,  her  lost  affection.  Marina  added,  that 
**  she  felt  much  happier  than  before,  now  that  she  had  been 
instructed  in  the  Christian  faith,  and  given  up  the  bloody 
worship  of  the  Aztecs."  "^ 

In  the  course  of  the  expedition  to  Honduras,  Corte's  gave 
Marina  away  to  a  Castilian  knight,  Don  Juan  Xamariilo,  to 
whom  she  was  wedded  as  his  lawful  wife.  She  had  estates  as- 
signed to  her  in  her  native  province,  where  she  probably  passed 
the  remainder  of  her  days.  From  this  time,  the  name  of  Alarina 
disappears  from  the  page  of  history,  liut  it  has  been  always 
hold  in  grateful  remembrance  by  the  Spaniards,  for  the  impor- 
tant aid  which  she  gave  them  in  eflecting  the  Conquest,  and  by 
the  natives,  for  the  kindness  and  sympathy  which  she  showed 
them  in  their  misfortunes.     Many  an    Indian   ballad  commemo- 

'•2  Diar.,  who  was  present,  attests  the  truth  of  this  account  bv  the  most 
•olcnin  adjuration.  '*  V  todo  csto  que  digo,  se  1<*  oi  nuy  certificadainciue  v 
•e  lo  juro,  amen.'*     Ibid.,  cap.  yj, 

\ Ol.  VI  M«'xu'o  1  r> 
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rates  the  gentle  virtues  of  Malinche, — her  Aztec  epithet,  Even 
now  her  spirit,  if  report  be  true,  watches  over  the  capital  which 
she  helped  to  win;  and  the  peasant  is  occasionally  startled  by 
the  apparition  of  an  Indian  princess,  dimly  seen  through  the 
evening  shadows,  as  it  flits  among  the  groves  and  grottos  of  the 
royal  Hill  of  Chapoltepec.'^ 

By  the  Conqueror,  Marina  left  one  son,  Don  Martin  Cortes. 
He  rose  to  high  consideration,  and  was  made  a  comendador  of 
the  order  of  St.  Jago.  He  was  subsequently  suspected  of 
treasonable  designs  against  the  government;  and  neither  his  pa- 
rents' extraordinary  services,  nor  his  own  deserts,  could  protect 
him  from  a  cruel  persecution  ;  and  in  1568,  the  son  of  Hernando 
Cortes  was  shamefully  subjected  to  the  torture  in  the  very 
capital  which  his  father  had   acquired  for  the  Castilian  Crown  ! 

The  inhabitants  of  the  isles  of  Peten — to  return  from  our 
digression — listened  attentively  to  the  preaching  of  the  Francis- 
can friars,  and  consented  to  the  instant  demolition  of  their  idols, 
and  the  erection  of  the  Cross  upon  their  ruins.^  A  singular 
circumstance  showed  the  value  of  these  hurried  conversions. 
Cortes,  on  his  departure,  left  among  this  friendly  people  one  of 
his  horses,  who  had  been  disabled  by  an  injury  in  the  foot. 
The  Indians  felt  a  reverence  for  the  animal,  as  in  some  way 
connected  with  the  mysterious  power  of  the  white  men.  When 
their  visitors  had  gone,  they  offered  flowers  to  the  horse,  and, 
as  it  is  said,  prepared  for  him  many  savory  messes  of  poultry, 
such  as  they  would  have  administered  to  their  own  sick.  Under 
this  extraordinary  diet  the  poor  animal  pined  away  and  died.  The 
affrighted  Indians  raised  his  effigy  in  stone,  and,  placing  it  in 
one  of  their  teocallis,  did  homage  to  it,  as  to  a  deity.  In  16 18, 
when  two  Franciscan  friars  came  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  these 
regions,  then  scarcely  better  known  to  the  Spaniards  than  before 
the  time  of  Cortes,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  objects  which  they 
found  was  this  statue  of  a  horse,  receiving  the  homage  of  the  In- 
dian worshippers,  as  the  god  of  thunder  and  lightning !  ^^ 

It  would  be  wearisome  to  recount  all  the  perils  and  hardships 
endured  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  remainder  of  their  journey.  It 
would  be  repeating  only  the  incidents  of  the  preceding  narrative  ; 

24  Life  in  Mexico,  let.  8.  The  fair  author  does  not  pretend  to  have  been 
favored  with  a  sight  of  the  apparition. 

2°  Villagutierre  says,  that  the  Iztacs,  by  which  name  the  inhabitants  of  these 
islands  were  called,  did  not  destroy  their  idols  while  the  Spaniards  remained 
there.  (Historia  de  laConquista  de  la  Provincia  de  el  Itza,  (Madrid,  1701.) 
pp.  49,  50.)  The  historian  is  wrong,  since  Cortes  expressly  asserts,  that  the 
images  were  broken  and  burnt  in  his  presence.     Carta  Quinta,  MS. 

2'^  The  fact  is  recorded  by  Villagutierre,  Conquista  de  el  Itza,  pp,  100 
102,  and  Cojullado,  Hist,  de  Yucathan,  lib.  i,  cap.  16. 
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the  same  obstacles  in  their  path,  the  same  extremities  of  famine 
and  faiigue, — hardships  more  wearing  on  the  spirits  than  en- 
counters with  an  enemy,  which,  if  more  hazardous,  are  also  more 
exciting.  It  is  easier  to  contend  with  man  than  with  Nature. 
Yet  I  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  passage  of  the  Sierra  de  loa 
Federnales,  "  the  Mountain  of  Flints,''  which,  though  only 
twenty-four  miles  in  extent,  consumed  no  less  than  twelve  days 
in  crossing  it  !  The  sharp  stones  cut  the  horses'  feet  to  pieces, 
while  many  were  lost  down  the  precipices  and  ravines  ;  so  that, 
when  they  had  reached  the  opposite  side,  sixty-eight  of  these 
valuable  animals  had  perished,  and  the  remainder  were,  for  the 
most  part,  in  an  unserviceable  condition  !^ 

The  rainy  season  had  now  set  in,  and  torrents  of  water,  falling 
day  and  night,  drenched  the  adventurers  to  the  skin,  and  added 
greatly  to  their  distresses.  The  rivers,  swollen  beyond  their  usual 
volume,  poured  along  with  a  terrible  impetuosity  that  defied  the 
construction  of  bridges  ;  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty, 
that,  by  laying  trunks  of  trees  from  one  huge  rock  to  another, 
with  which  tliese  streams  were  studded,  they  effected  a  perilous 
passage  to  the  opposite  banks.^ 

At  length  the  shattered  train  drew  near  the  Golfo  Dolce,  at 
the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Honduras.  Their  route  could  not  have 
been  far  from  the  site  of  Copan,  the  celebrated  city  whose  archi- 
tectural ruins  have  furnished  such  noble  illustrations  for  the 
pencil  of  Catherwood.  But  the  Spaniards  passed  on  in  silence. 
Nor,  indeed,  can  we  wonder,  that,  at  this  stage  of  the  enterprise, 
they  should  have  passed  on  without  heeding  the  vicinity  of  a  city 
in  the  wilderness,  though  it  were  as  glorious  as  the  capital  of 
Zenobia  ;  for  they  were  arrived  almost  witiiin  view  of  the  Spanish 
settlements,  the  object  of  their  long  and  wearisome  pilgrimage. 

The  place  which  they  were  now  approaching  was  Naco,  or 
San  (]il  dc  Buena  Vista,  a  Spanish  settlement  on  the  Golfo  Dolce. 
Cortes  arlvanced  cautiously,  j^rcpared  to  fall  on  the  town  by  sur- 
prise. He  had  held  on  his  way  with  the  undeviating  step  of  the 
North  American  Indian,  who,  traversing  morass  and  mountain 
and  the  most  intricate  forests,  guided  by  the  instinct  of  revenge, 

*^"Yniierer  dc/ir  la  asperrza  y  fragosidad  de  este  Puerto  y  sierras,  n! 
quien  lo  dixcsc  lo  sabria  si^jnificar,  ni  (juien  lo  oycsc  podria  cntemicr,  »ino 
que  scpa  V.  M.  que  en  ocho  Icguas  que  duro  hasta  caic  puerto  estuviint)s  en 
las  andar  doze  dias,  digo  los  posircrus  vw  I'egar  al  caho  dc  <fl,  en  (lue  mu- 
ricron  sesenla  y  (k  ho  cavailos  despcRados  y  desxarctados,  y  todos  los  dcmas 
vinicron  heridos  v  tan  la^timados  mie  no  pensimos  aprovecharnoii  dc  nin- 
gano."     Carta  Qninta  de  Cortf^s,  MS. 

**  "  If  anv  niiha|>i>v  wretch  had  become  piddv  in  tliis  transit,"  %%\k  Cortft, 
*'  he  must  inevitably  have  l>ren  precipitated  into  tlie  gulf  and  perished.  'Ihcr* 
were  upwards  of  twenty  of  these  frightful  passe»."     Carta  Quinta,  MS. 
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presses  straight  towards  the  mark,  and,  when  he  has  reached  it, 
springs  at  once  on  his  unsuspecting  victim.  Before  Cortes 
made  his  assault,  his  scouts  fortunately  fell  in  with  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place,  from  whom  they  received  tidings  of  the 
death  of  Olid,  and  of  the  reestablishment  of  his  own  authority. 
Cortes,  therefore,  entered  the  place  like  a  friend,  and  was  cordi- 
ally welcomed  by  his  countrymen,  greatly  astonished,  says  Diaz, 
"  by  the  presence  among  them  of  the  general  so  renowned 
throughout  these  countries.^'  ^^ 

The  colony  was  at  this  time  sorely  suffering  from  famine  ;  and 
to  such  extremity  was  it  soon  reduced,  that  the  troops  would 
probably  have  found  a  grave  in  the  very  spot  to  which  they  had 
looked  forward  as  the  goal  of  their  labors,  but  for  the  seasonable 
arrival  of  a  vessel  with  supplies  from  Cuba.  With  a  persever- 
ance which  nothing  could  daunt,  Cortes  made  an  examination  of 
the  surrounding  country,  and  occupied  a  month  more  in  explor- 
ing dismal  swamps,  steaming  with  unwholesome  exhalations,  and 
infected  with  bilious  fevers,  and  with  swarms  of  venomous  in- 
sects which  left  peace  neither  by  day  nor  night.  At  length  he 
embarked  with  a  part  of  his  forces  on  board  of  two  brigantines, 
and,  after  touching  at  one  or  two  ports  in  the  Bay,  anchored  off 
Truxillo,  the  principal  Spanish  settlement  on  that  coast.  The 
surf  was  two  high  for  him  easily  to  effect  a  landing  ;  but  the  in- 
habitants, overjoyed  at  his  arrival,  rushed  into  the  shallow  water 
and  eagerly  bore  back  the  general  in  their  arms  to  the  shore.^ 

After  he  had  restored  the  strength  and  spirits  of  his  men,  the 
indefatigable  commander  prepared  for  a  new  expedition,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  explore  and  to  reduce  the  extensive  pro- 
vince of  Nicaragua.  One  may  well  feel  astonished  at  the  adven- 
turous spirit  of  a  man,  who,  unsubdued  by  the  terrible  sufferings 
of  his  recent  march,  should  so  soon  be  prepared  for  another  en- 
terprise equally  appalling.  It  is  difficult,  in  this  age  of  sober 
sense,  to  conceive  the  character  of  a  Castilian  cavalier  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  a  true  counterpart  of  which  it  would  not  have 
been  easy  to  find  in  any  other  nation,  even  at  that  time, — or  any- 
where, indeed,  save  in  those  tales  of  chivalry,  which,  however  wild 
and  extravagant  they  may  seem,  were  much  more  true  to  charac- 
ter than  to  situation.  The  mere  excitement  of  exploring  the 
strange  and  the  unknown  was  a  sufficient  compensation  to  the 
Spanish  adventurer  for  all  his  toils  and  trials.     It  seems  to  have 

29  *'  Espantaronse  en  gran  manera,  y  como  supieron  que  era  Cortes  q  tan 
nombrado  era  en  todas  estas  partes  de  las  Indias,  y  en  Castilla,  no  sabia  que 
se  hazer  de  placer."     Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  179. 

^  Ibid.,  cap.  179  et  seq.  —  Herrera,  Hist,  Gen.,  dec.  3,  lib.  8,  cap.  3,  4.-^ 
Carta  Quinta  de  Cortes,  MS. 
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b«en  ordered  by  Providence,  that  such  a  race  of  men  should  exist 
contemporaneously  with  the  discovery  of  the  New  World,  that 
those  regions  should  be  brought  to  light  which  were  beset  with 
dangers  and  difficulties  so  appalling  as  might  have  tended  to 
overawe  and  to  discourage  the  ordinary  spirit  of  adventure.  Yet 
Cortes,  though  filled  with  this  spirit,  proposed  nobler  ends  to  him- 
self than  those  of  the  mere  vulgar  adventurer.  In  the  expedition 
to  Nicaragua,  he  designed,  as  he  had  done  in  that  to  Honduras, 
to  ascertain  the  resources  of  the  country  in  general,  and,  above 
all,  the  existence  of  any  means  of  communication  between  the 
great  oceans  on  its  borders.  If  none  such  existed,  it  would  at 
least  establish  this  fact,  the  knowledge  of  which,  to  borrow  his 
own  language,  was  scarcely  less  important. 

The  general  proposed  to  himself  the  further  object  of  enlarg- 
ing the  colonial  empire  of  Castile.  The  conquest  of  Mexico  was 
but  the  commencement  of  a  series  of  conquests.  To  the  war- 
rior who  had  achieved  this  nothing  seemed  impracticable  ;  and 
scarcely  would  anything  have  been  so,  had  he  been  properly  sus- 
tained. It  is  no  great  stretch  of  imagination,  to  see  the  Con- 
queror of  Mexico  advancing  along  the  provinces  of  the  vast 
Isthmus, — Nicaragua,  Costa  Rica,  and  Darien  until  he  had  plant- 
ed his  victorious  banner  on  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Panamd.  ; 
and,  while  it  was  there  fanned  by  the  breezes  from  the  golden 
South,  the  land  of  the  Incas,  to  see  h'm  gathering  such  intelli- 
gence of  this  land  as  would  stimulate  him  to  carry  his  arras  still 
further,  and  to  anticipate,  it  might  be,  the  splendid  career  of 
Pizarro  I 

But  from  these  dreams  of  ambition  Cortds  was  suddenly 
aroused  by  such  tidings  as  convinced  him,  that  his  absence  from 
Mexico  was  already  too  far  prolonged,  and  that  he  must  return 
without  delay,  if  he  would  save  the  capital  or  the  country. 
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THE  Court. — Cortes  returns  to  Spain. — Death  of  San- 
DovAL. — Brilliant  Reception  of  Cortes. — Honors  con- 
ferred ON  HIM. 

1526— 1530. 

The  intelligence  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  Chapter,  was 
conveyed  in  a  letter  to  Cortes  from  the  licentiate  Zuazo,  one  of 
the  functionaries  to  whom  the  general  had  committed  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  country  during  his  absence.  It  contained 
full  particulars  of  the  tumultuous  proceedings  in  the  capital.  No 
sooner  had  Cortes  quitted  it,  than  dissensions  broke  out  among 
the  different  members  of  the  provisional  government.  The 
misrule  increased  as  his  absence  was  prolonged.  At  length  tid- 
ings were  received,  that  Cortes  with  his  whole  army  had  perish- 
ed in  the  morasses  of  Chiapa.  The  members  of  the  government 
showed  no  reluctance  to  credit  this  story.  They  now  openly 
paraded  their  own  authority  ;  proclaimed  the  general's  death  ; 
caused  funeral  ceremonies  to  be  performed  in  his  honor  ;  took, 
possession  of  his  property  wherever  they  could  meet  with  it 
piously  devoting  a  small  part  of  the  proceeds  to  purchasing 
masses  for  his  soul,  while  the  remainder  was  appropriated  to  pay 
off  what  was  called  his  debt  to  the  state.  They  seized,  in  like 
manner,  the  property  of  other  individuals  engaged  in  the  expe- 
dition. From  these  outrages  they  proceeded  to  others  against 
the  Spanish  residents  in  the  city,  until  the  Franciscan  mission- 
aries left  the  capital  in  disgust,  while  the  Indian  population  were 
so  sorely  oppressed,  that  great  apprehensions  were  entertained 
of  a  general  rising.  Zuazo,  who  communicated  these  tidings,  im- 
plored Cortes  to  quicken  his  return.  He  was  a  temperate  man, 
and  the  opposition  which  he  had  made  to  the  tyrannical  meas- 
ures of  his  comrades  had  been  rewarded  with  exile.^ 

^  Carta  Quinta  de  Cortes,  MS. — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap. 
^5. — Relacion  del  Tesorero  Strada,  MS.,  Mexico,  1526. 
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The  general,  greatly  alarmed  by  this  account,  saw  that  no 
alternative  was  left  but  to  abandon  all  further  schemes  of  con- 
quest, and  to  return  at  once,  if  he  would  secure  the  preservation 
of  the  empire  which  he  had  won.  He  accordingly  made  the  nec- 
essary arrangements  for  settling  the  administration  of  the  colo- 
nies at  Honduras,  and  embarked  with  a  small  number  of  follow- 
ers for  Mexico. 

He  had  not  been  long  at  sea,  when  he  encountered  such  a 
terrible  tempest  as  seriously  damaged  his  vessel,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  return  to  port  and  refit.  A  second  attempt 
proved  equally  unsuccessful;  and  Cortes,  feeling  that  his 
good  star  had  deserted  him,  saw,  in  this  repeated  dis- 
aster, an  intimation  from  Heaven  that  he  was  not  to 
return.^  He  contented  himself,  therefore,  with  sending  a 
trusty  messenger  to  advise  his  friends  of  his  personal  safety 
in  Honduras.  He  then  instituted  processions  and  public 
prayers  to  ascertain  the  will  of  Heaven,  and  to  deprecate  its 
anger.  His  health  now  showed  the  effects  of  his  recent  suffer- 
ings, and  declined  under  a  wasting  fever.  His  spirits  sank  with 
it,  and  he  fell  into  a  state  of  gloomy  despondency.  Bernal  Diaz, 
speaking  of  him  at  this  time,  says,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
wan  and  emaciated  than  his  person,  and  that  so  strongly  was  he 
possessed  with  the  idea  of  his  approaching  end,  that  he  procured 
a  Franciscan  habit, — for  it  was  common  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
habit  of  some  one  or  other  of  the  monastic  orders, — in  which  to 
be  carried  to  the  grave;' 

From  this  deplorable  apathy  Cortes  was  roused  by  fresh  ad- 
vices urging  his  presence  in  Mexico,  and  by  the  judicious  efforts 
of  his  good  friend  Sandoval,  who  had  lately  returned,  himself, 
from  an  excursion  into  the  interior,  liy  his  persuasion,  the  gen- 
eral again  consented  to  try  his  fortunes  on  the  seas.  He  em- 
barked on  board  of  a  brigantine,  with  a  few  followers,  and  bade 
adieu  to  the  disastrous  shores  of  Honduras,  April  25,  1526.  He 
had  nearly  made  the  coast  of  New  Spain,  when  a  heavy  gale 
threw  him  off  his  course,  and  drove  him  to  the  island  of  Cuba. 
After  staying  there  some  time  to  recruit  his  exhausted  strength, 
he  again  put  to  sea  on  the  i6ih  of  May,  and  in  eight  days  landed 
near  San  Juan  de  Ulua,  whence  he  proceeded  about  five  leagues 
on  foot  to  Medellin. 

Cortds  was  so  much  changed  by  disease,  that  his  person  was 
not  easily  recognized,  liut  no  sooner  was  it  known,  that  the 
general  had  returned,  than  crowds  of  people,  white  men  and  na- 
tives,   thronged    from   all   the   neighboring    country    to  welcome 

•  Carta  Quinta  dc  Cortfcs,  MS. 

■  Hist,  dc  la  Conquiata,  cap.  184,   et  scq. — Carta  Quinta  de  Cortts,  MS. 
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him.  The  tidings  spread  far  and  wide  on  the  wings  of  the  wind, 
and  his  progress  to  the  capital  was  a  triumphal  procession.  The 
inhabitants  came  from  the  distance  of  eighty  leagues  to  have  a 
sight  of  him ;  and  they  congratulated  one  another  on  the 
presence  of  the  only  man  who  could  rescue  the  country  from  its 
state  of  anarchy.  It  was  a  resurrection  of  the  dead, — so  indus- 
triously had  the  reports  of  his  death  been  circulated,  and  so 
generally  believed.* 

At  all  the  great  towns  where  he  halted  he  was  sumptuously 
entertained.  Triumphal  arches  were  thrown  across  the  road, 
and  the  streets  were  strewed  with  flowers  as  he  passed.  After 
a  night's  repose  at  Tezcuco,  he  made  his  entrance  in  great  state 
into  the  capital.  The  municipality  came  out  to  welcome  him, 
and  a  brilliant  cavalcade  of  armed  citizens  formed  his  escort ; 
while  the  lake  was  covered  with  barges  of  the  Indians,  all  fanci- 
fully decorated  with  their  gala  dresses,  as  on  the  day  of  his  first 
arrival  among  them.  The  streets  echoed  to  music  and  dancing, 
and  sounds  of  jubilee,  as  the  procession  held  on  its  way  to  the 
great  convent  of  St.  Francis,  where  thanksgivings  were  offered 
up  for  the  safe  return  of  the  general,  who  then  proceeded  to  take 
up  his.  quarters  once  more  in  his  own  princely  residence.^  It 
was  in  June,  1526,  when  Cortes  reentered  Mexico  ;  nearly  two 
years  had  elapsed  since  he  had  left  it,  on  his  difficult  march  to 
Honduras — a  march  which  led  to  no  important  results,  but  which 
consumed  nearly  as  much  time,  and  was  attended  with  sufferings 
quite  as  severe,  as  the  conquest  of  Mexico  itself.* 

Cortds  did  not  abuse  his  present  advantage.  He,  indeed,  in- 
stituted proceedings  against  his  enemies  ;  but  he  followed  them 
up  so  languidly,  as  to  incur  the  imputation  of  weakness.  It  is 
the  only  instance  in  which  he   has  been  accused  of  weakness; 

*  Carta  Quinta  de  Cortes,  MS. — Bernal  Diaz,  Hist  de  la  Conquista,  cap. 
^89,  190— Carta  de  Cortes  al  Emperador,  MS.,  Mexico,  Sept.  11,  1^26. 

»  Carta  de  Ocafio,  MS.,  Agosto  31,  1526. — Carta  Quinta  de  Cortes,  MS. 

^  *'  What  Cortes  suffered,"  says  Dr.  Robertson,  *'  on  this  march,  a  dis- 
tance, according  to  Gomara,  of  3000  miles," — (the  distance  must  be  greatly 
exaggerated,) — ''  from  famine,  from  the  hostility  of  the  natives,  from  the 
climate,  and  from  hardships  of  every  species,  has  nothing  in  history  parallel 
to  it,  but  what  occurs  in  the  adventures  of  the  other  discoverers  and  con- 
querors of  the  New  World.  Cortes  was  employed  in  this  dreadful  service 
above  two  years;  and,  though  it  was  not  distinguished  by  any  splendid  event, 
he  exhibited,  during  the  course  of  it,  greater  personal  courage,  more  fortitude 
of  mind,  more  perseverance  and  patience,  than  in  any  other  period  or  scene 
in  his  life."  (Hist,  of  America,  Note  96.)  The  histc^rian's  remarks  are 
just;  as  the  passages,  which  I  have  borrowed  from  the  extraordinary  records 
of  the  Conqueror,  may  show.  Those  who  are  desirous  of  seeing  something 
of  the  narrative  told  in  his  own  way,  will  find  a  few  pages  of  it  translated  in 
the  Appendix,  Part  2,  No.  14. 
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and,  since  it  was  shown  in  the  prosecution  of  his  own  injuries,  it 
may  be  thought  to  reflect  no  discredit  on  his  character.' 

He  was  not  permitted  long  to  enjoy  the  sweets  of  triumph.  In 
the  month  of  July  he  received  advices  of  the  arrival  of  2,juez  de 
reside?icia  on  the  coast,  sent  by  the  court  of  Madrid  to  supersede 
him  temporarily  in  the  government.  The  Crown  of  Castile, 
its  colonial  empire  extended,  became  less  and  less  capable  of 
watching  over  its  administration.  It  was  therefore  obliged  to 
place  vast  powers  in  the  hands  of  its  viceroys  ;  and  as  suspicion 
naturally  accompanies  weakness,  it  was  ever  prompt  to  listen  to 
accusations  against  these  powerful  vassals.  In  such  cases  the 
government  adopted  the  expedient  of  sending  out  a  commis- 
sioner, ox  juez  de  residencia^  with  authority  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  the  accused,  to  suspend  him  in  the  meanwhile  from  his 
office,  and,  after  a  judicial  examination,  to  reinstate  him  in  it,  or 
to  remove  him  altogether,  according  to  the  issue  of  the  trial. 
The  enemies  of  Cortds  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  busy  in  under- 
mining his  influence  at  court,  and  in  infusing  suspicions  of  his 
loyalty  in  the  bosom  of  the  emperor.  Since  his  elevation  to  the 
government  of  the  country,  they  had  redoubled  their  mischiev- 
ous activity,  and  they  assailed  his  character  with  the  foulest 
imputations.  They  charged  him  with  appropriating  to  his  own 
use  the  gold  which  belonged  to  the  Crown,  and  especially  with 
secreting  the  treasures  of  Montezuma.  He  was  said  to  have 
made  false  reports  of  the  provinces  he  had  conquered,  that  he 
might  defraud  the  exchequer  of  its  lawful  revenues.  He  had 
distributed  the  principal  offices  among  his  own  creatures;  and 
had  acquired  an  unbounded  influence,  not  only  over  the  Span- 
iards, but  the  natives,  who  were  all  ready  to  do  his  bidding.  He 
had  expended  large  sums  in  fortifying  both  the  capital  and  hia 
own  palace  ;  and  it  was  evident,  from  the  magnitude  of  hia 
schemes  and  his  preparations,  that  he  designed  to  shake  off  hia 
alle;;iancc,  and  to  establish  an  independent  sovereignty  in  New 
Spain.* 

The  government,  greatly  alarmed  by  these  formidable  charges, 
the  probability  of  which  they  could  not  estimate,  appointed  a 
commissioner  with  full  powers  to  investigate  the  matter.  The 
person  selected  for  this  delicate  office  was  Luis  Ponce  de  Leon, 
a  man  of  high  family,  young  for   such  a  post,  but  of  a  mature 

^  "  Y  esto  yo  lo  of  dczir  &  losdel  Real  Conscjo  dc  Indias/estando  prescnte 
cl  sefior  ()l>is|)o  Kr.iy  liartolome  dc  l.isCaiJ.is,  que  sedcsruido  mucho  Cortes, 
en  cllo,  y  sc  lo  luvicron  k  Hoxi-d.-id."  Ikrn.-il  I)i:i/,  Hist,  dc  la  Conquistf 
cap.  100. 

•  Memorial  de   Luis  Cardenas,   MS. — Carta   dc    Diego  dc  Ocafia,   MS.- 
Hcrrera,  Hist.  Gen.,  dec.  ^,  lib.  H.  cap.  14,  15. 
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judgment,  and  distinguished  for  his  moderation  and  equity.  The 
nomination  of  such  a  minister  gave  assurance,  that  the  Crown 
meant  to  do  justly  by  Cortes. 

The  emperor  wrote  at  the  same  time  with  his  own  hand  to  the 
general,  advising  him  of  this  step,  and  assuring  him,  that  it  was 
taken,  not  from  distrust  of  his  integrity,  but  to  afford  him  the 
opportunity  of  placing  that  integrity  in  a  clear  light  before  the 
world.® 

Ponce  de  Leon  reached  Mexico  in  July,  1526.  He  was  re- 
ceived with  all  respect  by  Cortds  and  the  municipality  of  the 
capital ;  and  the  two  parties  interchanged  those  courtesies  with 
each  other  which  gave  augury  that  the  future  proceedings  would 
be  conducted  in  a  spirit  of  harmony.  Unfortunately,  this  fair 
beginning  was  blasted  by  the  death  of  the  commissioner  in  a 
few  weeks  after  his  arrival,  a  circumstance  which  did  not  fail  to 
afford  another  item  in  the  loathsome  mass  of  accusation  heaped 
upon  Cortes.  The  commissioner  fell  the  victim  of  a  malignant 
fever,  which  carried  off  a  number  of  those  who  had  come  over 
in  the  vessel  with  him.^'* 

On  his  death-bed,  Ponce  de  Leon  delegated  his  authority  to 
an  infirm  old  man,  who  survived  but  a  few  months,  and  trans- 
mitted the  reins  of  government  to  a  person  named  Estrada  or 
Strada,  the  royal  treasurer,  one  of  the  officers  sent  from  Spain 
to  take  charge  of  the  finances,  and  who  was  personally  hostile  to 
Cortds.  The  Spanish  residents  would  have  persuaded  Cortes  to 
assert  for  himself  at  least  an  equal  share  of  the  authority,  to 
*vhich  they  considered  Estrada  as  havhig  no  sufficient  title.  But 
the  general,  with  singular  moderation,  declined  a  competition  in 
this  matter,  and  determined  to  abide  a  more  decided  expression 
of  his  sovereign's  will.  To  his  mortification,  the  nomination  of 
Estrada  was  confirmed,  and  this  dignitary  soon  contrived  to  in- 
flict on  his  rival  all  those  annoyances  by  which  a  little  mind,  in 
possession  of  unexpected  power,  endeavors  to  make  his  superi- 
ority felt  over  a  great  one.  The  recommendations  of  Cortds 
were  disregarded  ;  his  friends  mortified  and  insulted;  his  atten- 
dants outraged  by  injuries.  One  of  the  domestics  of  his  friend 
Sandoval,  for  some  slight  offence,  w^as  sentenced  to  lose  his 
hand  ;  and,  when  the  general  remonstrated  against  these  acts  of 
violence,  he  was  peremptorily  commanded  to  leave  the  city  ! 
The  Spaniards,  indignant  at  this  outrage,  would  have  taken  up 
arms  in  his  defence  ;  but  Cortes  would  allow  no  resistance  and, 
simply  remarking,  "  that  it  was  well,  that  those,  who,  at  the  price 

*  Carta  del  Emperador,  MS.,  Toledo;  Nov.  4,  1525. 

1"^  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  192. — Carta  de  Cortes  al  Erap. 
MS.,  Mexico,  Set.   11,  1.1526. 
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of  their  blood,  had  won  the  capital,  should  not  be  allowed  a  foot- 
ing in  it,"  withdrew  to  his  favorite  villa  of  Cojohuacan,  a  few 
miles  distant,  to  wait  there  the  result  of  these  strange  proceed- 
ings." 

The  suspicions  of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  meanwhile,  fanned  by 
the  breath  of  calumny,  had  reached  the  most  preposterous 
height.  One  might  have  supposed,  that  it  fancied  the  gen- 
eral was  organizing  a  revolt  throughout  the  colonies,  and  medi- 
tated nothing  less  than  an  invasion  of  the  mother  country. 
Intelligence  having  been  received,  that  a  vessel  might  speedily 
be  expected  from  New  Spain,  orders  were  sent  to  the  different 
ports  of  the  kingdom,  and  even  to  Portugal,  to  sequestrate  the 
cargo,  under  the  expectation  that  it  contained  remittances  to 
fhe  general's  family  which  belonged  to  the  Crown ;  while  his 
letters,  affording  the  most  luminous  account  of  all  his  proceed- 
ings and  discoveries,  were  forbidden  to  be  printed.  Fortunately, 
however,  three  letters,  constituting  the  most  important  part  of 
the  Conqueror's  correspondence,  had  been  given  to  the  public, 
some  years  previous,  by  the  indefatigable  press  of  Seville. 

The  Court,  moreover,  made  aware  of  the  incompetency  of  the 
treasurer,  Estrada,  to  the  present  delicate  conjecture,  now  in- 
trusted the  whole  affair  of  the  inquiry  to  a  commission  dignified 
with  the  title  of  the  Royal  Audience  of  New  Spain.  This  body 
was  clothed  with  full  powers  to  examine  into  the  charges  against 
Cortes,  with  instructions  to  send  him  back,  as  a  preliminary 
measure,  to  Castile, — peacefully  if  they  could,  but  forcibly  if 
necessary.  Still  afrajd  that  its  belligerent  vassal  might  defy  the 
authority  of  this  tribunal,  the  government  resorted  to  artifice  to 
effect  his  return.  The  president  of  the  Indian  Council  was  com- 
manded to  write  to  him,  urging  his  presence  in  Spain  to  vindi- 
cate himself  from  the  charges  of  his  enemies,  and  offering  his 
personal  cooperation  in  his  defence.  The  emperor  further  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Audience,  containing  his  commands  for  Cori^s  to 
return,  as  the  government  wished  to  consult  him  on  matters  re- 
lating to  the  Indies,  and  to  bestow  on  him  a  recomjiense  suited 
to  his  high  deserts.  This  letter  was  intended  to  be  shown  to 
Cort^s.»a 

But  it  was  superfluous  to  put   in   motion  all   this   complicated 
machinery  to  effect  a  measure  on  which  Cort(5s  was  himself  re 
solved.     Proudly  conscious  of  his  own  unswerving  loyalty,  and 
of  the  benefits  he  had  rendered   to   his  country,  he   felt  deeply 
sensible  to  this  unworthy  requital  of  them,  especially  on  the  very 

"  Rcrnal  Diaz,  Hist,  dc  la  Conquista,  cap.  194. — Carta  dc  Cortes  al  Emp.^ 
MS.,  Set.  1 1,  1^26. 

"  Ilerrera,  Hist.  General,  dec  4,  lib.  2,  cap.  i ;  and  lib.  3,  cap  8. 
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theatre  of  his  achievements.  He  determined  to  abide  no  longer 
where  he  was  exposed  to  such  indignities  ;  but  to  proceed  at 
once  to  Spain,  present  himself  before  his  sovereign,  boldly  as- 
sert his  innocence,  and  claim  redress  for  his  wrongs,  and  a  just 
reward  for  his  services.  In  the  close  of  his  letter  to  the  emperor, 
detailing  the  painful  expedition  to  Honduras,  after  enlarging  on 
the  magnificent  schemes  he  had  entertained  of  discovery  in  the 
South  Sea,  and  vindicating  himself  from  the  charge  of  a  too 
lavish  expenditure,  he  concludes  with  the  lofty  yet  touching,  de- 
claration, '*  that  he  trusts  his  Majesty  will  in  time  acknowledge 
his  deserts ;  but,  if  that  unhappily  shall  not  be,  the  world  at 
least  will  be  assured  of  his  loyalty,  and  he  himself  shall  have 
the  conviction  of  having  done  his  duty  ;  and  no  better  inherit- 
ance than  this  shall  he  ask  for  his  children. "^^ 

No  sooner  was  the  intention  of  Cortes  made  known,  than  it 
excited  a  general  sensation  through  the  country.  Even  Estrada 
relented  ;  he  felt  that  he  had  gone  too  far,  and  that  it  was  not 
his  policy  to  drive  his  noble  enemy  to  take  refuge  in  his  own 
land.  Negotiations  were  opened,  and  an  attempt  at  a  reconcili- 
ation was  made,  through  the  bishop  of  Tlascala.  Cortes  received 
these  overtures  in  a  courteous  spirit,  but  his  resolution  was  un- 
unshaken.  Having  made  the  necessary  arrangements,  therefore, 
in  Mexico,  he  left  the  Valley,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  the 
coast.  Had  he  entertained  the  criminal  ambition  imputed  to 
him  by  his  enemies,  he  might  have  been  sorely  tempted  by  the  re- 
peated offers  of  support,  which  were  made  to  him,  whether  in 
good  or  in  bad  faith,  on  the  journey,  if  he  would  but  reassume 
the  government,  and  assert  his  independence  of  Castile.  But 
these  disloyal  advances  he  rejected  with  the  scorn  they 
merited.-^* 

On  his  arrival  at  Villa  Rica,  he  received  the  painful  tidings  of 
the  death  of  his  father,  Don  Martin  Cortes,  whom  he  had  hoped 
so  soon  to  embrace,  after  his  long  and  eventful  absence.  Having 
celebrated  his  obsequies  with  every  mark  of  filial  respect,  he 
made  preparations  for  his  speedy  departure.  Two  of  the  best 
vessels  in  the  port  were  got  ready  and  provided  with  everything 
requisite  for  a  long  voyage.     He  was  attended  by  his  friend,  the 

12  "  Todas  estas  entradas  estan  ahora  para  partir  casi  a.  una,  plega  a  Dios  de 
los  guiar  como  el  se  sirva,  que  yo  aunque  V.  M.  mas  me  mande  desfavore9er 
no  tengo  de  deiar  de  servir,  que  no  es  posible,  que  per  tiempo  V.  M.  no  co« 
nosca  mis  servicios,  y  ya  que  esto  no  sea,  yo  me  satisfago  con  hazer  lo  que 
debo,  y  con  saber  que  a  todo  el  mundo  tengo  satisfecho,  y  les  son  notorios 
mis  servicios  y  lealdad,  con  que  los  hago,  y  no  quiero  otro  mayorasgo  sino 
este."     Carta  Quinta,  MS. 

^*  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  194. — Carta  de  Ocana,  MS., 
Agosto  31,  1526. 
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faithful  Sandoval,  by  Tapia,  and  some  other  cavaliers,  most  at- 
tached to  his  person.  He  also  took  with  him  several  Aztec  and 
Tlascalan  chiefs,  and  among  them  a  son  of  Montezuma,  and 
another  of  Maxixca,  the  friendly  old  Tlascalan  lord,  both  of 
ivhom  were  desirous  to  accompany  the  general  to  Castile.  He 
carried  home  a  large  collection  of  plants  and  minerals,  as  speci- 
mens of  the  natural  resources  of  the  country  ;  several  wild 
animals  and  birds  of  gaudy  plumage  ;  various  fabrics  of  delicate 
workmanship,  especially  the  gorgeous  feather-work ;  and  a 
number  of  jugglers,  dancers,  and  buffoons,  who  greatly  aston- 
ished the  Europeans  by  the  marvellous  facility  of  their  perform- 
ances, and  were  thought  a  suitable  present  for  his  Holiness,  the 
Pope.'^  Lastly,  Cortes  displayed  his  magnificence  in  a  rich 
treasure  of  jewels,  among  which  were  emeralds  of  extraordinary 
size  and  lustre,  gold  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand 
pesos  de  oro,  and  fifteen  hundred  marks  of  silver.  "  In  tine," 
says  Hcrrera,  "  he  came  in  all  the  state  of  a  great  lord."^* 

After  a  brief  and  prosperous  voyage,  Cortes  came  in  sight  once 
more  of  his  native  shores,  and,  crossing  the  bar  of  Saltcs, 
entered  the  little  port  of  Palos  in  May,  1528, — the  same  spot 
where  Columbus  had  landed  five  and  thirty  years  before,  on  his 
return  from  the  discovery  of  the  Western  World.  Cortes  was  not 
greeted  with  the  enthusiasm  and  public  rejoicings  which  wel- 
comed the  great  navigator  ;  and,  indeed,  the  inhabitants  were 
not  prepared  for  his  arrival.  From  Palos  he  soon  proceeded  to 
the  convent  of  La  Rabida,  the  same  place  also,  within  the  hos- 
pitable walls  of  which  Columbus  had  found  a  shelter.  An  in- 
teresting circumstance  is  mentioned  by  historians,  connected 
with  his  short  stay  at  Palos.  Francisco  Pizarro,  the  Conqueror 
of  Peru,  had  arrived  there,  having  come  to  Spain  to  solicit  aid 
for  his  great  enterprise.^'  He  was  then  in  the  commencement  of 
his  brilliant  career,  as  Cortds  might  be  said  to  be  at  the  close  of 
his.  He  was  an  old  acquaintance,  and  a  kinsman,  as  is  affirmed. 
of  the  general,  whose  mother  was  a  Pizarro.^     The  meeting  of 

^  The  Pope,  who  was  of  the  joyous  Mediri  family,  Clement  VTI.,  and  the 
cardinals,  were  greatly  deliehted  with  the  feats  of  the  Indian  jugglers,  ac- 
cording to  l)i.iz;  and  his  Holiness,  who,  it  may  be  added,  received  at  the 
•ame  lime  from  Cortes  a  substantial  donative  of  gold  and  jewels,  publicly 
testified,  by  prayers  and  solemn  processions,  his  great  sense  of  the  services 
rendered  to  Christianity  bv  the  Confjuerors  of  Mexico,  and  generously  re- 
quited them  by  bulls,  granting  plenary  absolution  from  their  sms.  HisL  60 
\k  Conquista,  ca|).  195. 

'*  *'  Y  en  fin  venia  como  gran  Scf^or."     Hist.  Gen.,  dec.  4,  lib.  3,  cap.  8. 

'■^  Kcrrcra,  Hist.  Gen.,  dec.  4,  lib.  4,  cap.  i. — Cavo,  I,o«  Trrt  Siglos  dt 
il^.x  ,  torn.   I.  J).  78, 

'•  Pizarro  y  Orellana,  Varones  Ilustres,  p.  121. 
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these  two  extraordinary  men,  the  Conquerors  of  the  North  and 
of  the  South,  in  the  New  World,  as  they  set  foot,  after  their 
eventful  absence,  on  the  shores  of  their  native  land,  and  that, 
too,  on  the  spot  consecrated  by  the  presence  of  Columbus,  has 
something  in  it  striking  to  the  imagination.  It  has  accordingly 
attracted  the  attention  of  one  of  the  most  illustrious  of  living 
poets,  who,  in  a  brief,  but  beautiful  sketch,  has  depicted  the 
scene  in  the  genuine  coloring  of  the  age.^® 

While  reposing,  from  the  fatigues  of  his  voyage,  at  La  Rabida* 
an  event  occurred  which  afflicted  Cortes  deeply,  and  which  threw 
a  dark  cloud  over  his  return.  This  was  the  death  of  Gonzalo  de 
Sandoval,  his  trusty  friend,  and  so  long  the  companion  of  his 
fortunes.  He  was  taken  ill  in  a  wretched  inn  at  Palos,  soon 
after  landing;  and  his  malady  gained  ground  so  rapidly,  that  it 
was  evident  his  constitution,  impaired,  probably,  by  the  extraor- 
dinary fatigues  he  had  of  late  years  undergone,  would  be  unable 
to  resist  it.  Cortes  was  instantly  sent  for,  and  arrived  in  time 
to  administer  the  last  consolations  of  friendship  to  the  dying 
cavalier.  Sandoval  met  his  approaching  end  with  composure, 
and,  having  given  the  attention,  which  the  short  interval  allowed, 
to  the  settlement  of  both  his  temporal  and  spiritual  concerns,  he 
breathed  his  last  in  the  arms  of  his  commander. 

Sandoval  died  at  the  premature  age  of  thirty-one.^  He  was 
in  many  respects  the  most  eminent  of  the  great  captains  formed 
under  the  eyes  of  Cortes.  He  was  of  good  family,  and  a  native 
of  Madellin,  also  the  birthplace  of  the  general,  for  whom  he  had 
the  warmest  personal  regard.  Cortes  soon  discerned  his  uncom- 
mon qualities,  and  proved  it  by  uniformly  selecting  the  young 
offlcer  for  the  most  difficult  commissions.  His  conduct  on  these 
occasions  fully  justified  the  preference.  He  was  a  decided 
favorite  with  the  soldiers  ;  for,  though  strict  in  enforcing  disci- 
pline, he  was  careful  of  their  comforts  and  little  mindful  of  his 
own.  He  had  nothing  of  the  avarice  so  common  in  the  Castilian 
cavalier ;  and  seemed  to  have  no  other  ambition  than  that  of 
faithfully  discharging  the  duties  of  his  profession.  He  was  a 
plain  man,  affecting  neither  the  showy  manners  nor  the  bravery 
in  costume  which  distinguished  Alvarado,  the  Aztec  Tonatiuh. 
The  expression  of  his  countenance  w^as  open  and  manly ;  his 
chestnut  hair  curled  close  to  his  head  ;  his  frame  was  strong  and 
sinewy.  He  had  a  lisp  in  his  utterance,  which  made  his  voice 
somewhat  indistinct.  Indeed,  he  was  no  speaker ;  but,  if  slow 
of  speech,  he  was  prompt  and  energetic  in  action.     He  had  pr». 

^^  See  the  conclusion  of  Rogers'  Voyage  of  Columbus. 

20  Bernal  Diaz  says,  that  Sandoval  was  twenty-two  years  old,  when  he  first 
came  to  New  Si)ain,  in  ISI9- — Hist,  de  la  Cojiquist-a,  cap.  205. 


DEA  TH  OF  SANDO  VAL. 


347 


cisely  the  qualities  which  fitted  him  for  the  perilous  enterprise 
in  which  he  was  embarked.  He  had  accomplished  his  task  ; 
and,  after  having  escaped  death,  which  lay  waiting  for  him  in 
every  step  of  his  path,  had  come  home,  as  it  would  seem,  to  his 
native  land,  only  to  meet  it  there. 

His  obsequies  were  performed  with  all  solemnity  by  the 
Franciscan  friars  of  La  Rabida,  and  his  remains  were  followed 
to  their  final  resting-place  by  the  comrades  who  had  so  often 
stood  by  his  side  in  battle.  They  were  laid  in  the  cemetery  of 
the  convent,  which,  shrouded  in  its  forest  of  pines,  stood,  and 
may  yet  stand,  on  the  bold  eminence  that  overlooks  the  waste  of 
waters  so  lately  traversed  by  the  adventurous  soldier.'^ 

It  was  not  long  after  this  melancholy  event,  that  Cortes  and 
his  suite  began  their  journey  into  the  interior.  The  general 
stayed  a  few  days  at  the  castle  of  the  duke  of  Medina  Sidonia, 
the  most  powerful  of  the  Andalusian  lords,  who  hospitably  enter- 
tained him,  and,  at  his  departure,  presented  him  with  several 
noble  Arabian  horses.  Cori^s  first  directed  his  steps  towards 
Guadaloupe,  where  he  passed  nine  days,  offering  up  prayers  and 
causing  masses  to  be  performed  at  Our  Lady's  shrine  for  the 
soul  of  his  departed  friend. 

Before  his  departure  from  La  Rabida,  he  had  written  to  the 
Court,  informing  it  of  his  arrival  in  the  countr)'.  Great  was  the 
sensation  caused  there  by  the  intelligence  ;  the  greater,  that  the 
late  reports  of  his  treasonable  practices  had  made  it  wholly  un- 
expected. His  arrival  produced  an  immediate  change  of  feeling. 
All  cause  of  jealousy  was  now  removed ;  and,  as  the  clouds, 
which  had  so  long  settled  over  the  royal  mind,  were  dispelled, 
the  emperor  seemed  only  anxious  to  show  his  sense  of  the  dis- 
tinguished services  of  his  so  dreaded  vassal.  Orders  were  sent 
to  different  places  on  the  route  to  provide  him  with  suitable 
accommodations,  and  preparations  were  made  to  give  him  a  bril- 
liant reception  in  the  capital. 

Meanwhile  ('ortes  had  formed  the  acquaintance  at  Guadaloupe 
of  several  persons  of  distinction,  and  among  them  of  the  family 
of  the  commdador  of  Leon,  a  nobleman  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion at  court.  The  general's  conversation,  enriched  with  the 
stores  of  a  life  of  adventure,  and  his  manners,  in  which  the 
authority  of  habitual  command  was  tempered  by  the  frank  and 
careless  freedom  of  the  soldier,  made  a  most  favorable  impres- 
sion on  his  new  friends;  and  their  letters  to  the  court,  where  he 
was  yet  unknown,  heightened  the  interest  already  felt  in  this  re- 
tiarkable    man.     The    tidings  of   his  arrival  had    by  this  tim« 

■  Ibid.,  cap.  195. 
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spread  far  and  wide,  throughout  the  country  ;  and,  as  he 
resumed  his  journey,  the  roads  presented  a  spectacle  such  as 
had  not  been  seen  since  the  return  of  Columbus.  Cortds  did 
not  usually  affect  an  ostentation  of  dress,  though  he  loved  to  dis- 
play the  pomp  of  a  great  lord  in  the  number  and  magnificence 
of  his  retainers.  His  train  was  now  swelled  by  the  Indian  chief- 
tains, who,  by  the  splendors  of  their  barbaric  finery,  gave 
additional  brilliancy,  as  well  as  novelty,  to  the  pageant.  But  his 
own  person  was  the  object  of  general  curiosity.  The  houses  and 
the  streets  of  the  great  towns  and  villages  were  thronged  with 
spectators,  eager  to  look  on  the  hero,  who,  with  his  single  arm, 
as  it  were,  had  won  an  empire  for  Castile,  and  who,  to  borrow 
the  language  of  an  old  historian,  'came  in  the  pomp  and  glory,' 
not  so  much  of  a  great  vassal,  as  of  an  independent 
monarch."  ^ 

As  he  approached  Toledo,  then  the  rival  of  Madrid,  the  press 
of  the  multitude  increased,  till  he  was  met  bv  the  duke  de  Be- 
jar,  the  count  de  Aguilar,  and  others  of  his  steady  friends,  who, 
at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  the  principal  nobility  and  cavaliers 
of  the  city,  came  out  to  receive  him,  and  attended  him  to  the 
quarters  prepared  for  his  residence.  It  was  a  proud  moment 
for  Cortes ;  and  distrusting,  as  he  well  might,  his  reception  by 
his  countrymen,  it  afforded  him  a  greater  satisfaction  than  the 
brilliant  entrance,  which,  a  few  years  previous,  he  had  made  in- 
to the  capital  of  Mexico. 

The  following  day  he  was  admitted  to  an  audience  by  the 
emperor,  and  Cortes,  gracefully  kneeling  to  kiss  the  hand  of  his 
sovereign,  presented  to  him  a  memorial  which  succinctly  re- 
counted his  services  and  the  requital  he  had  received  for  them. 
The  emperor  graciously  raised  him,  and  put  many  questions  to 
him  respecting  the  countries  he  had  conquered.  Charles  was 
pleased  with  the  general's  answers,  and  his  intelligent  mind  took 
great  satisfaction  in  inspecting  the  curious  specimens  of  Indian 
ingenuity  which  his  vassal  hsid  brought  with  him  from  New 
Spain.  In  subsequent  conversations  the  emperor  repeatedly 
consulted  Cortes  on  the  best  mode  of  administering  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colonies ;  and  by  his  advice  introduced  some  impor- 
tant regulations,  especially  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the 
Datives,  and  for  encouraging  domestic  industry. 

The   monarch  took  frequent  opportunity  to  show  the  conti- 

*2  "  Vino  de  las  Indias  despues  de  la  conquista  de  Mexico,  con  tanfo  ac- 
ompanamiento  y  magestad,  que  mas  parecia  de  Principe,  6  senor  poder- 
osissimo,  que  de  Capitan  y  vasallo  de  algun  Rey  6  Emperador."  Lanuza, 
Historias  Ecclesiasticas  y  Seculares  de  Aragon,  (Zaragoza,  1622,)  lib.  3,  cap, 
14. 
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dence  which  he  now  reposed  in  Cortes.  On  all  public  occa- 
sions he  appeared  with  him  by  his  side  ;  and  once,  when  the 
general  lay  ill  of  a  fever,  Charles  paid  him  a  visit  in  person,  and 
remained  some  time  in  the  apartment  of  the  invalid.  This  was 
an  extraordinary  mark  of  condescension  in  the  haughty  court  of 
Castile  ;  and  it  is  dwelt  upon  with  becoming  emphasis  by  the 
historians  of  the  time,  who  seem  to  regard  it  as  an  ample 
compensation  for  all  the  sufferings  and  services  of  Cort^s.^ 

The  latter  had  now  fairly  triumphed  over  opposition.  The 
courtiers,  with  that  ready  instinct  which  belongs  to  the  tribe, 
imitated  the  example  of  their  master ;  and  even  envy  was  silent, 
amidst  the  general  homage  that  was  paid  to  the  man  who  had  so 
lately  been  a  mark  for  the  most  envenomed  calumny.  Cortes, 
without  a  title,  without  a  name  but  what  he  had  created  for  him- 
self, was  at  once,  as  it  were,  raised  to  a  level  with  the  proudest 
nobles  in  the  land. 

He  was  so  still  more  effectually  by  the  substantial  honors 
which  were  accorded  to  him  by  his  sovereign  in  the  course  of 
the  following  year.  By  an  instrument,  dated  July  6th,  1529,  the 
emperor  raised  him  to  the  dignity  of  the  Marquess  of  the  Valley 
of  Oaxaca;^and  the  title  of  "  marquess,"  when  used  without 
the  name  of  the  individual,  has  been  a'  ays  appropriated  in  the 
colonies,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  Cortes,  as  the  title  of  "  ad- 
miral "  was  to  Columbus.^ 

Two  other  instruments,  dated  in  the  same  month  of  July,  as- 
signtd  to  Cortds  a  vast  tract  of  land  in  the  rich  ])rovince  of 
Oaxaca,  together  with  large  estates  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and 
other  places  in  the  Valley.*  The  princely  domain  thus  granted 
comprehended  more  than  twenty  large  towns  and  villages,  and 
twenty-three  thousand  vassals.  The  language  iti  which  the  gift 
was  made  greatly  enhanced  its  value.  The  preamble  of  the  in- 
strument, after  enlarging  on  the  "good  services  rendered  by 
Cortes  in  the  Conquest,  and  the  great  benefits  resulting  there- 
from, both  in  respect  to  the  increase  of  the  Castilian  empire  and 
the    advancement   of  the   Holy  Catholic  Faith,"   acknowledges 

■•^^  C'lomara.  Cronica,  cap.  183. — TIerrcra,  Hist,  den,,  dec.  4,  lih.  4,  cap.  I. 
— nernal  Diaz,   Hist.  Me  la  Con(|uista,  cap.  195. 

'■**  Titulo  dc  Marques,  MS.,  Harcelona,  6  de  Julio,  1529. 

'^  Humboldt,  Kssai  Politi(|uc,  tori).  H.  p.  30,  note. 

According  to  Lanuza,  he  was  offered  bv  the  emperor  the  Order  of  St. 
Ja;4o,  but  declined  it,  because  no  enc0mieniiii  was  attached  to  it.  (Hist,  de 
Aragon,  toni.  I.  lib,  3,  cap.  14.)  Hut  Caro  Ar  Torres,  in  his  History  of  the 
Military  Orders  of  Ca.stile,  enumerates  Corien  amons;  tl)r  tnrinbers  of  the 
Coniprwtellan  fraternity.  Hist  de  las  Ord.  Militares.  (Madrid,  1629.)  fob 
103^,  et,se(|. 

*  Werrr-fi  i\c  Tierras  Immrdiatas  i  Mexico,  MS,,  Barcelona,  23  de  Julio, 
1529. — Merced  dc  los  Vasallos,  MS,,  BarcHona,  6  de  Julio,  1529. 
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"  the  sufferings  he  had  undergone  in  accomplishing  this  glori 
ous  work,  and  the  fidelity  and  obedience,  with  which,  as  a  good 
and  trusty  vassal,  he  had  ever  served  the  Crown."^  It  declares, 
in  conclusion,  that  it  grants  this  recompense  of  his  deserts,  be- 
cause it  is  "  the  duty  of  princes  to  honor  and  reward  those  who 
serve  them  well  and  loyally,  in  order  that  the  memory  of  their 
great  deeds  should  be  perpetuated,  and  others  be  incited  by  their 
example  to  the  performance  of  the  like  illustrious  exploits." 
The  unequivocal  testimony  thus  borne  by  his  sovereign  to  his 
unwavering  loyalty  was  most  gratifying  to  Cortes  ; — how  gratify- 
ing, every  generous  soul,  who  has  been  the  subject  of  suspicion 
undeserved,  will  readily  estimate.  The  language  of  the  general 
in  after  time  shows  how  deeply  he  was  touched  by  it.^ 

Yet  there  was  one  degree  in  the  scale,  above  which  tne  royal 
gratitude  would  not  rise.  Neither  the  solicitations  of  Cortes, 
nor  those  of  the  duke  de  Bejar,  and  his  other  powerful  friends, 
could  prevail  on  the  emperor  to  reinstate  him  in  the  government 
of  Mexico.  The  country,  reduced  to  tranquillity,  had  no  longer 
need  of  his  commanding  genius  to  control  it ;  and  Charles  did  not 
care  to  place  again  his  formidable  vassal  in  a  situation  which  might 
revive  the  dormant  spark  of  jealousy  and  distrust.  It  was  the 
policy  of  the  Crown  to  employ  one  class  of  its  subjects  to  effect 
its  conquests,  and  another  class  to  rule  over  them.  For  the  lat- 
ter it  selected  men  in  whom  the  fire  of  ambition  was  tempered 
by  a  cooler  judgment  naturally,  or  by  the  sober  influence  of  age. 
Even  Columbus,  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  his  original 
"capitulation  "  with  the  Crown,  had  not  been  permitted  to  pre- 
side over  the  colonies ;  and  still  less  likely  would  it  be  to  con- 
cede this  power  to  one  possessed  of  the  aspiring  temper  of 
Cortds. 

But,  although  the  emperor  refused  to  commit  the  civil  govern- 
ment of  the  colony  into  his  hands,  he  reinstated  him  in  his  mili- 

'^  E  nos  habemos  recibido  y  tenemos  de  vos  por  bien  servido  en  ello,  y 
acatando  los  grandes  provechos  que  de  vuestros  servicios  han  redundado, 
ansi  para  el  servicio  de  Nuestro  Senor  y  aumento  de  su  santa  fe  catolica,  y 
»n  las  dichas  tierras  que  estaban  sin  conocimiento  ni  fe  se  han  plantado, 
como  el  acrecentamiento  que  dello  ha  redundado  a  nuestra  corona  real 
destos  reynos.  y  los  trabajos  que  en  ello  habeis  pasado,  y  la  fidelidad  y 
obediencia  con  que  siempre  nos  habeis  servido  como  bueno  e  fie!  servidor  y 
vasallo  nuestro,  de  que  somos  ciertos  v  confiados."  Merced  de  los  Vasallos, 
MS. 

28  "The  benignant  reception  which  I  experienced,  on  my  return,  from 
your  Majesty,"  says  Cortes,  "  your  kind  expressions  and  generous  treatment, 
make  me  not  only  forget  all  my  toils  and  sufferings,  but  even  cause  me  re- 
gret that  I  have  not  been  called  to  endure  more  in  your  service."  (Carta  de 
Cortes  al  Lie.  Nunez,  MS.  1535.)  This  memorial,  addressed  to  his  agent  in 
Castile,  was  designed  for  the  emoeror. 
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tary  command.  By  a  royal  ordinance,  dated  also  in  July,  1529, 
the  marquess  of  the  Valley  was  named  Captain-General  of  New 
Spain,  and  of  the  coasts  of  the  South  Sea.  He  was  empowered 
to  make  discoveries  in  the  Southern  Ocean,  with  the  right  to  rule 
over  such  lands  as  he  should  colonize,'^  and  by  a  subsequent  grant 
he  was  to  become  proprietor  of  one  twelfth  of  all  his  discover- 
ies.*" The  government  had  no  design  to  relinquish  the  services 
of  so  able  a  commander.  But  it  warily  endeavored  to  withdraw 
him  from  the  scene  of  his  former  triumphs,  and  to  throw  open  a 
new  career  of  ambition,  that  might  stimulate  him  still  further  tJ 
enlarge  the  dominions  of  the  Crown. 

Thus  gilded  by  the  sunshme  of  royal  favor,  "  rivallijig,"  to 
borrow  the  homely  comparison  of  an  old  chronicler,  "  Alexander 
in  the  fame  of  his  exploits,  and  Crassus  in  that  of  riches, "si  with 
brilliant  manners,  and  a  person,  which,  although  it  showed  the 
effects  of  hard  service,  had  not  yet  lost  all  the  attractions  of 
youth,  Cortes  might  now  be  regarded  as  offering  an  enviable  al- 
liance for  the  best  houses  in  Castile.  It  was  not  long  before  he 
paid  his  addresses,  which  were  favorably  received,  to  a  member 
of  that  noble  house,  which  had  so  steadily  supported  him  in  the 
dark  hour  of  his  fortunes.  The  ladv''s  name  was  Dona  Juana 
de  Zuniga,  daughter  of  the  second  count  de  Aguilar,  and  niece 
of  the  duke  de  Bejar.*^  She  was  much  younger  than  himself, 
beautiful,  and,  as  events  showed,  not  without  spirit.  One  of  his 
presents  to  his  youthful  bride  excited  the  admiration  and  envy 
of  the  fairer  part  of  the  court.  This  was  five  emeralds,  of 
wonderful  size  and  brilliancy.  These  jewels  had  been  cut  by 
the  Aztecs  into  the  shapes  of  flowers,  fishes,  and  into  other  fan- 
ciful forms,  with  an  exquisite  style  of  workmanship  which  en- 
hanced their  original  value.**     They  were,  not  improbably,  part 

*  Tftulo  de  Capitan  General  de  la  Nueva  Espafia  y  Costa  del  Sur,  MS.^ 
Barcelona,  6  dc  Julio,  1529. 

*^  Asiento  y  Cajjiiulucion  c|ue  hizo  con  el  Emperador  Don  H.  Cortes, 
MW.,  Madrid,  27  dc  (Jet.  1529. 

"  "  Que,  scgun  sc  dezia,  excedia  en  las  hazanas  fi  Alexandre  Magno,  y  en 
las  ri(juezas  d  Crasso. "  (Lanuza,  Hist,  de  Aragon,  lib.  3,  cap.  14.)  The 
rents  of  the  marquess  of  the  Valley,  according  to  I..  Marineo  Siculo,  who 
lived  at  the  court  at  this  time,  were  about  60,000  ducats  a  year.  Cosas 
Memorable^  dc  Esi)afta,  (Alcald  de  Ilcnarcs,  1539.)  fol.  24. 

•"  DoRa  Juan.i  was  of  the  house  of  Arellano.  ,ind  of  the  royal  lineage  of 
Navarre.  Ilcr  father  was  not  a  very  wealthy  noble.  L.  Marineo  Siculo, 
Cosas  Mem.,  fol.  24,  25. 

''^^  One  of  these  precious  stones  was  as  valuable  as  Shvlock's  turcjuoise. 
Some  (Genoese  merchants  in  Seville  offered  Cortes,  according  to  Gomara, 
40,000  ducats  for  it.  The  same  author  gives  a  more  particular  account  of 
the  jewels,  which  ni.iy  interest  some  readers.  It  shows  the  ingenuity  of  the 
artist,  who,  without  steel,  could  so  nicely  cut  so  hard  a  material.  One  eme- 
rald was  in  the  form  of  a  rose  ;  the  second  in  that  of  a  horn  ;  a  third,  like  a 
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of  the  treasure  of  the  unfortunate  Montezuma,  and,  being  easily 
portable,  may  have  escaped  the  general  wreck  of  the  noche  triste. 
The  Queen  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  it  is  said, — it  may  be  the  idle 
gossip  of  a  court, — had  intimated  a  willingness  to  become 
proprietor  of  some  of  these  magnificent  baubles  ;  and  the  pref- 
erence which  Cortds  gave  to  his  fair  bride  caused  some  feelings 
of  estrangement  in  the  royal  bosom,  which  had  an  unfavorable 
influence  on  the  future  fortunes  of  the  Marquess. 

Late  in  the  summer  of  1529,  Charles  the  Fifth  left  his  Span- 
ish dominions  for  Italy.  Cortes  accompanied  him  on  his  way, 
probably  to  the  place  of  embarkation ;  and  in  the  capital  of 
Aragon  we  find  him,  according  to  the  national  historian,  exciting 
the  same  general  interest  and  admiration  among  the  people  as 
he  had  done  in  Castile.  On  his  return,  there  seemed  no  occa- 
sion for  him  to  protract  his  stay  longer  in  the  country.  He  was 
weary  of  the  life  of  idle  luxury  which  he  had  been  leading  for 
the  last  year,  and  which  was  so  foreign  to  his  active  habits  and 
the  stirring  scenes  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed.  He  de- 
termined, therefore,  to  return  to  Mexico,  where  his  extensive 
property  required  his  presence,  and  where  a  new  field  was  now 
opened  to  him  for  honorable  enterprise. 

fish,  with  eyes  of  gold  ;  the  fourth  was  like  a  little  bell,  with  a  fine  pearl  for 
the  tongue,  and  on  the  rim  was  this  inscription,  in  Spanish,  Blessed  is  he  who 
created  thee.  The  fifth,  which  was  the  most  valuable,  was  a  small  cup  with 
a  foot  of  gold,  and  with  four  little  chains,  of  the  same  metal,  attached  to  a 
large  pearl  as  a  button.  The  edge  of  the  cup  was  of  gold,  on  which  was  en- 
graven this  Latin  sentence,  Inter  natos  mulierum  non  surrexit  majtr.  Go 
mara,  Cr6nica,  -^•^.  184, 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Cortes  revisits  Mexico. — Retires  to  his  Estates. — His  Voy- 
ages OF  Discovery. — Final  Return  to  Castile. — Cold  Re- 
ception.— Death  of  Cortes. — His  Character. 

1530—1547- 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1530,  Conds  embarked  for  New  Spain. 
He  was  accompanied  by  Uie  marchioness,  his  wife,  together  wiih 
his  aged  mother,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  live  to  see  her 
son's  elevation,  and  by  a  magnificent  retinue  of  pages  and  at- 
tendants, such  as  belonged  to  the  household  of  a  powerful  noble. 
How  different  from  the  forlorn  condition,  in  which,  twenty-six 
years  before,  he  had  been  cast  loose,  as  a  wild  adventurer,  to 
s.eek  his  bread  upon  the  waters  ! 

The  first  point  of  his  destination  was  Hispaniola,  where  he 
vas  to  remain  until  he  received  tidings  of  the  organization  of 
the  new  government  that  was  to  take  charge  of  Mexico.^  In 
the  preceding  Chapter  it  was  stated,  that  the  administration  of 
the  country  had  been  intrusted  to  a  body  called  the  Royal  Audi- 
ence ;  one  of  whose  first  duties  it  was  to  investigate  the  charges 
brought  against  Cortes.  Nunez  de  Guzman,  his  avowed  enemy, 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  this  board ;  and  the  investigation  was 
conducted  with  all  the  rancor  of  personal  hostility.  A  remark- 
able document  still  exists,  called  the  Fcsquisa  Secreta^  or  "  Se- 
cret Inquiry,"  which  contains  a  record  of  the  proceedings  against 
Cortds.  It  was  prepared  by  the  secretary  of  the  Audience,  and 
signed  by  the  several  members.  The  document  is  very  long, 
embracing  nearly  a  hundred  folio  pages.  The  name  and  the 
testimony  of  every  witness  are  given,  and  the  whole  forms  a 
mass  of  loathsome  details  such  as  might  better  suit  a  prosecution 
in  a  petty  municipal  court  than  that  of  a  great  officer  of  the 
Crown. 

The  charges  are  eight  in  number,  involving,  among  other 
crimes,  that  of  a  deliberate  design  to  cast  off  his  allegiance  to 
the  Crown  ;  that  of  the   murder  of  two  of  the  commissioners 

*  Carta  dc  Cortes  al  Kinpcrador,  MS.,    rczciico,  10  dc  Oct.,  \^\o. 
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who  had  been  sent  out  to  supersede  him ;  of  the  murder  of  his 
own  wife,  Cataiina  Xuarez  ;  ^  of  extortion,  and  of  licentious 
practices, — of  offences,  in  short,  which,  from  their  private 
nature,  would  seem  to  have  little  to  do  with  his  conduct  as  a 
public  man.  The  testimony  is  vague  and  often  contradictory  ; 
the  witnesses  are  for  the  most  part  obscure  individuals,  and  the 
few  persons  of  consideration  among  them  appear  to  have  been 
taken  from  the  ranks  of  his  decided  enemies.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered, that  the  inquiry  was  conducted  in  the  absence  of  Cor- 
tes, before  a  court,  the  members  of  which  were  personally  un- 
friendly to  him,  and  that  he  was  furnished  with  no  specification 
of  the  charges,  and  had  no  opportunity,  consequently,  of  dis- 
proving them,  it  is  impossible,  at  this  distance  of  time,  to  attach 
any  importance  to  this  paper  as  a  legal  document.  When  it  is 
added,  that  no  action  was  taken  on  it  by  the  government,  to 
whom  it  was  sent,  we  may  be  disposed  to  regard  it  simply  as  a 
monument  of  the  malice  of  his  enemies.  It  has  been  drawn  by 
the  curious  antiquary  from  the  obscurity  to  which  it  had  been  so 
long  consigned  in  the  Indian  archives  at  Seville  ;  but  it  can  be 
of  no  further  use  to  the  historian,  than  to  show,  that  a  great 
name  in  the  sixteenth  century  exposed  its  possessor  to  calumnies 
as  malignant  as  it  has  at  any  time  since.^ 

2  Dona  Catalina's  death  happened  so  opportunely  for  the  rising  fortunes 
of  Cortes,  that  this  charge  of  murder  by  her  husband  has  found  more  credit 
with  the  vulgar  than  the  other  accusations  brought  against  him.  Cortes, 
from  whatever  reason,  perhaps  from  the  conviction  that  the  charge  was  too 
monstrous  to  obtain  credit,  never  condescended  to  vindicate  his  innocence. 
But,  in  addition  to  the  arguments  mentioned  in  the  text  for  discrediting  the 
accusation  generally,  we  should  consider,  that  this  particular  charge  attracted 
so  little  attention  in  Castile,  where  he  had  abundance  of  enemies,  that  he 
found  no  difficulty,  on  his  return  there,  seven  years  afterwards,  in  forming 
an  alliance  with  one  of  the  noblest  houses  in  the  kingdom  ;  that  no  writer  of 
that  day,  (except  Bernal  Diaz,  who  treats  it  as  a  base  calumny,)  not  even 
Las  Casas,  the  stern  accuser  of  the  Conquerors,  intimates  a  suspicion  of  his 
guilt  ;  and  that,  lastly,  no  allusion  whatever  is  made  to  it  in  the  suit,  insti- 
tuted, some  years  after  her  death,  by  the  relatives  of  Dona  Cataiina,  for  the 
recovery  of  property  from  Cortes,  pretended  to  have  been  derived  through 
her  marriage  with  him, — a  suit  conducted  with  acrimony,  and  protracted  for 
several  years,  I  have  not  seen  the  documents  connected  with  this  suit, 
which  are  still  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  house  of  Cortes,  but  the  fact 
has  been  communicated  to  me  by  a  distinguished  Mexican,  who  has  care- 
fully examined  them,  and  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  of  itself  conclusive,  that 
the  family,  at  least,  of  Dofia  Cataiina,  did  not  attach  credit  to  the  accusa- 
tion. 

Yet  so  much  credit  has  been  given  to  this  in  Mexico,  where  the  memory 
of  the  old  Spaniards  is  not  held  in  especial  favor,  at  the  present  day,  that  it 
has  formed  the  subject  of  an  elaborate  discussion  in  the  public  periodicals  of 
that  city. 

8  This  remarkable  paper,  forming  part  of  the  valuable  collection  of  Don 
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The  high-handed  measures  of  the  Audience,  and  the  oppres- 
sive conduct  of  Guzman,  especially  towards  the  Indians,  excited 
general  indignation  in  the  colony,  and  led  to  serious  apprehen- 
sions of  an  insurrection.  It  became  necessary  to  supersede  an 
administration  so  reckless  and  unprincipled.  But  Cortes  was 
detained  two  months  at  the  island,  by  the  slow  movements  of 
the  Castilian  court,  before  tidings  reached  him  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  new  Audience  for  the  government  of  the  country.  The 
person  selected  to  preside  over  it  was  the  bishop  of  Si.  Domin- 
go, a  prelate  whose  acknowledged  wisdom  and  virtue  gave  fav- 
orable augury  for  the  conduct  of  his  administration.  After  this, 
Cortes  resumed  his  voyage,  and  landed  at  Villa  Rica  on  the  15th 
of  July,  1530-. 

After  remaining  for  a  time  in  the  neighborhood,  where  he  re- 
ceived some  petty  annoyances  from  the  Audience,  he  proceeded 
to  Tlascala,  and  publicly  proclaimed  his  powers  as  Captain-Gen- 
eral of  New  Spain  and  the  South  Sea.  An  edict,  issued  by  the 
empress  during  her  husband's  absence,  had  interdicted  Cortes 
from  approaching  within  ten  leagues  of  the  Mexican  capital, 
while  the  present  authorities  were  there.*  The  empress  was 
afraid  of  a  collision  between  the  parties.  Cortds,  however,  took 
up  his  residence  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake,  at  Tezcuco. 

No  sooner  was  his  arrival  there  known  in  the  metropolis,  than 
multitudes,  both  of  Spaniards  and  natives,  crossed  the  lake  to 
pay  their  respects  to  their  old  commander,  to  offer  him  their 
services,  and  to  complain  of  their  manifold  grievances.  It  seemed 
as  if  the  whole  population  of  the  capital  was  pouring  into  the 
neighboring  city,  where  the  marquess  maintained  the  state  of  an 
independent  potentate.  The  members  of  the  Audience,  indig- 
nant at  the  mortifying  contrast  which  their  own  diminished  court 
presented,  imposed  heavy  penalties  on  such  of  the  natives  as 
should  be  found  in  Tezcuco  ;  and,  affecting  to  consider  them- 
selves in  danger,  made  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 

Vargas  Pon9e,  is  without  date.     It  was  doubtless  prepared  in  1529,  during  the 
visit  of  Cortes  to  Castile.     The  followincj  Title  is  prefixed  to  it. 

"  Pcscjuisa  secrela. 

Relacion  de  los  cargf)s  que  resultan  dc  la  pesquisa  secreta  contra  Don 
Hernando  Cortes,  de  los  cjuales  no  se  le  dio  copia  ni  traslado  i.  la  parte  del 
dicho  Don  Hernando,  as{  por  ser  los  dirhos  catpos  dc  la  calidad  (juc  son, 
conif)  por  estar  la  persona  del  dicho  Don  Hernando  ausente  conio  csti.  Lot 
mialcs  yo  (Jrrgorio  dc  Saldana,  cscribano  de  S.  M.  y  csrribano  dc  la  dicha 
Kcsidencia,  sa(|uc  dc  la  dicha  pescpiisa  secreta  por  mandado  de  los  Scfiores, 
Presidcnte  y  ( )i(lorcs  dc  la  Audicncia  y  Chancillerla  Real  cpie  por  mandado 
de  S.  M.  encsta  Nueva  EspaRa  reside.  Los  qualcsdichos  Scfiores,  Presidcnte 
y  f^idores,  envian  i  S.  M.  para  one  los  manac  ver,  y  vistos  mande  provccr  lo 
que  a  su  servicio  convcnga."     NiS. 

*  MS.,  Tordelaguna,  22  dc  Marzo,  it^o. 


356  SUBSEQUENT  CAREER  OF  CORTES. 

But  these  belligerent  movements  were  terminated  by  the  arrival 
of  the  new  Audience  ;  though  Guzman  had  the  address  to  main- 
tain his  hold  on  a  northern  province,  where  he  earned  a  reputa- 
tation  for  cruelty  and  extortion,  unrivalled  even  in  the  annals  of 
the  New  World. 

Every  thing  seemed  now  to  assure  a  tranquil  residence  to  Cor- 
tds.  The  new  magistrates  treated  him  with  marked  respect,  and 
took  his  advice  on  the  most  important  measures  of  government. 
Unhappily  this  state  of  things  did  not  long  continue ;  and  a  m.is- 
understanding  arose  between  the  parties,  in  respect  to  the  enu- 
meration of  the  vassals  assigned  by  the  Crown  to  Cortds,  whicn 
the  marquess  thought  was  made  on  principles  prejudicial  to  his 
interests,  and  repugnant  to  the  intentions  of  the  grant.^  He  was 
still  further  displeased  by  finding  that  the  Audience  were  in- 
trusted, by  their  commission,  with  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
himself  in  military  affairs.^  This  led,  occasionally,  to  an  inter- 
ference, which  the  proud  spirit  of  Cortes,  so  long  accustomed  to 
independent  rule,  could  ill  brook.  After  submitting  to  it  for  a 
time,  he  left  the  capital  in  disgust,  no  more  to  return  there,  and 
took  up  his  residence  in  his  city  of  Cuernavaca. 

It  was  the  place  won  by  his  own  sword  from  the  Aztecs,  pre- 
vious to  the  siege  of  Mexico.  It  stood  on  the  southern  slope  of 
the  Cordilleras,  and  overlooked  a  wide  expanse  of  country,  the 
fairest  and  most  flourishing  portion  of  his  own  domain.  He  had 
erected  a  stately  palace  on  the  spot,  and  henceforth  made  this 
city  his  favorite  residence."^  It  was  well  situated  for  superin- 
tending his  vast  estates,  and  he  now  devoted  himself  to  bring 
them  into  proper  cultivation.  He  introduced  the  sugar-cane 
from  Cuba,  and  it  grew  luxuriantly  in  the  rich  soil  of  the  neigh- 
boring lowlands.  He  imported  large  numbers  of  merino  sheep 
and  other  cattle,  which  found  abundant  pastures  in  the  country 

^.  The  principal  grievance  alleged  was,  that  slaves,  many  of  them  held 
temporarily  by  their  masters,  according  to  the  old  Aztec  usage,  were  com- 
prehended in  the  census.  The  complaint  forms  part  of  a  catalogue  of 
grievances  embodied  by  Cortes  in  a  memorial  to  the  emperor.  It  is  a  clear 
and  business-like  paper.     Carta  de  Cortes  a  Nunez,  MS. 

6  Ibid.,  MS. 

'  The  palace  has  crumbled  into  ruins,  and  the  spot  is  now  only  remarkably 
for  its  natural  beauty  and  its  historic  associations.  "  It  was  the  capital," 
says  Madame  de  Calderon,  "  of  the  Tlahuica  nation,  and,  after  the  Conquest, 
Cortes  built  here  a  splendid  palace,  a  church,  and  a  convent  for  Franciscans, 
believing  that  he  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a  great  city.  It  is,  how- 
ever, a  place  of  little  importance,  though  so  favored  by  nature;  and  the  Con- 
queror's palace  is  a  half-ruined  barrack,  though  a  most  picturesque  object, 
standing  on  a  hill,  behind  which  starts  up  the  great  white  volcano.  There 
are  some  good  houses,  and  the  remains  of  the  church  which  Cortes  built 
celebrated  for  its  bold  arch."     Life  in  Mexico,  vol.  II.  let.  31 
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around  Tehuantepec.  His  lands  were  thickly  sprinkled  wiih 
groves  of  mulberry  trees,  which  furnished  nourishment  for  the 
silk-worm.  He  encouraged  the  cultivation  of  hemp  and  flax, 
and  by  his  judicious  and  enterprising  husbandry,  showed  the 
capacity  of  the  soil  for  the  culture  of  valuable  products  before 
unknown  in  the  land  ;  and  he  turned  these  products  to  the  best 
account,  by  the  erection  of  sugar-mills,  and  other  works  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  raw  material.  He  thus  laid  the  foundation 
of  an  opulence  for  his  family,  as  substantial,  if  not  as  speedy,  as 
that  derived  from  the  mines.  Yet  this  latter  source  of  wealth 
was  not  neglected  by  him  ;  and  he  drew  gold  from  the  region  of 
Tehuantepec,  and  silver  from  that  of  Zacatecas.  The  amount 
derived  from  these  mines  was  not  so  abundant  as  at  a  later  day. 
But  the  expense  of  working  them,  on  the  other  hand,  was  much 
less  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  operation,  when  the  metal  lay  so 
much  nearer  the  surface.^ 

But  this  tranquil  way  of  life  did  not  long  content  his  restless 
and  adventurous  spirit  ;  and  it  sought  a  vent  by  availing  itself  of 
his  new  charter  of  discover}^  to  explore  the  mysteries  of  the  great 
Southern  Ocean.  In  1527,  two  years  before  his  return  to  Spain, 
he  had  sent  a  little  squadron  to  the  Moluccas.  The  expedition 
was  attended  with  some  important  consequences  ;  but,  as  they 
do  not  relate  to  Cortes,  an  account  of  it  will  find  a  more  suitable 
place  in  the  maritime  annals  of  Spain,  where  it  has  been  given 
by  the  able  hand  which  has  done  so  much  for  the  country  in  this 
department.* 

Cortes  was  preparing  to  send  another  squadron  of  four  vessels 
in  the  same  direction,  when  his  plans  were  interrupted  by  his 
visit  to  Spain  ;  and  his  unfinished  little  navy,  owing  to  the  malice 
of  the  Royal  Audience,  who  drew  off  the  hands  employed  in 
building  it,  went  to  pieces  on  the  stocks.  Two  other  squadrons 
were  now  fitted  out  by  Cortes,  in  the  years  1532  and  1533,  and 
sent  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  the  North-west.^"  They  were 
unfortunate,  though,  in  the  latter  expedition,  the  Californian 
peninsula  was  reached,  and  a  landing  effected  on  its  southern 
extremity  at  Santa  Cruz,  probably  the  modern  port  of  La  Paz. 
One  ot  che  vessels,  thrown  on   the   coast   of   New   Galicia,  was 

"  These  parffcmnrs,  respecting  the  agricultural  cconomv  of  Cortes,  T  hav« 
derived,  in  part,  from  a  very  able  argument,  prci)arecl  in  lanuarv  1S2S,  for  the 
Mexican  Chamber  of  Deputies,  by  Don  rucas  Alatnan,  in  dcfencr  of  the  ter- 
ritorial rights  j>osses.sc(l  at  this  day  bv  the  Con<|M'  ror's  descendant,  the  duke 
of  Montclennr, 

*  Navarrete,  Colleccion  (\c  los  Viages  v  Dcscubrimientos,  (Madrid,  1R37), 
torn,  v.,  Viages  al  Mahjco. 

^0  Instruccion  rpic  di('.  Marques  del  Valle  i  Juan  de  AvelUntda.  Ac,  MS. 

Vol.  2  .M.'xuo  16 
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seized  by  Guzman,  the  old  enemy  of  Cortes,  who  ruled  over  that 
territory,  the  crew  were  plundered,  and  the  ship  was  detained 
as  a  lawful  prize.  Cortes,  indignant  at  the  outrage,  demanded 
justice  from  the  Royal  Audience  ;  and,  as  that  body  was  too 
feeble  to  enforce  its  own  decrees  in  his  favor,  he  took  redress 
into  his  own  hands.-^^ 

He  made  a  rapid  but  difficult  march  on  Chiametla,  the  scene 
of  Guzman's  spoliation  ;  and,  as  the  latter  did  not  care  to  face 
his  incensed  antagonist,  Cortes  recovered  his  vessel,  though  not 
the  cargo.  He  was  then  joined  by  the  little  squadron  which  he 
had  fitted  out  from  his  own  port  of  Tehuantepec, — a  port,  which 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  promised  to  hold  the  place  since  occu- 
pied by  that  of  Acapulco.-^^  The  vessels  were  provided  with 
everything  requisite  for  planting  a  colony  in  the  newly  discov- 
ered region,  and  transported  four  hundred  Spaniards  and  three 
hundred  negro  slaves^  which  Cortes  had  assembled  for  that  pur- 
pose. With  this  intention  he  crossed  the  Gulf,  the  Adriatic — to 
which  an  old  writer  compares  it — of  the  Western  World. 

Our  limits  will  not  allow  us  to  go  into  the  details  of  this  dis- 
astrous expedition,  which  was  attended  with  no  important  results 
either  to  its  projector  or  to  science.  It  may  suffice  to  say,  that, 
in  the  prosecution  of  it,  Cortes  and  his  followers  were  driven  to 
the  last  extremity  by  famine  ;  that  he  again  crossed  the  Gulf, 
was  tossed  about  by  terrible  tempests,  without  a  pilot  to  guide 
him,  was  thrown  upon  the  rocks,  where  his  shattered  vessel  near- 
ly went  to  pieces,  and,  after  a  succession  of  dangers  and  disas- 
ters as  formidable  as  any  which  he  had  ever  encountered  on 
land,  succeeded,  by  means  of  his  indomitable  energy,  in  bring- 
ing his  crazy  bark  safe  into  the  same  port  of  Santa  Cruz  from 
which  he  had  started. 

While  these  occurrences  were  passing,  the  new  Royal  Audi- 
ence, after  a  faithful  discharge  of  its  commission,  had  been  super- 
seded by  the  arrival  of  a  Viceroy,  the  first  ever  sent  to  Spain. 
Cortds,  though  invested  with  similar  powers,  had  the  title  only  of 
Governor.  This  was  the  commencement  of  the  system,  after- 
wards pursued  by  the  Crown,  of  intrusting  the  colonial  administra- 
tion to  some  individual,  whose  high  rank  and  personal  considera- 
tion might  make  him  the  fitting  representative  of  majesty.  The 
jealousy  of  the  Court  did  not  allow  the  subject  clothed  with  such 
ample  authority  to  remain  long  enough  in  the  same  station  to 
form  dangerous  schemes  of  ambition,  but  at  the  expiration  of  a 

11  Provision  sobre  los  Descubrimientos  del  Sur,  MS.,  Setiembre,  1534. 

12  The  river  Huasacualco  furnished  great  facilities  for  transporting,  across 
the  isthmus,  from  Vera  Cruz,  materials  to  build  vessels  on  the  Pacific 
Humboldt,  Essai  Politique,  torn.  IV.  p.  50. 
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few  years  he  was  usually  recalled,  or  transferred  to  some  othei 
province  of  the  vast  colonial  empire.  The  person  now  sent  to 
Mexico  was  Don  Antonio  de  Mendoza,  a  man  of  moderation 
and  practical  good  sense,  and  one  of  that  illustrious  family  who 
in  the  preceding  reign  furnished  so  many  distinguished  orna^ 
ments  to  the  Church,  to  the  camp,  and  to  letters. 

The  long  absence  of  Cortes  had  caused  the  deepest  anxiety  in 
the  mind  of  his  wife,  the  marchioness  of  the  Valley.  She  wrote 
to  the  viceroy  immediately  on  his  arrival,  beseeching  him  to  as. 
certain,  if  possible,  the  fate  of  her  husband,  and,  if  he  could  be 
found,  to  urge  his  return.  The  viceroy,  in  consequence,  de- 
spatched two  ships  in  search  of  Corids,  but  whether  they  reached 
him  before  his  departure  from  Santa  Cruz  is  doubtful.  It  is 
certain,  that  he  returned  safe,  after  his  long  absence,  to  Acapulco, 
and  was  soon  followed  by  the  survivors  of  his  wretched  colony. 

Undismayed  by  these  repeated  reverses,  Cortes,  still  bent  on 
some  discovery  worthy  of  his  reputation,  fitted  out  three  more 
vessels,  and  placed  them  under  the  command  of  an  officer  named 
Ulloa.  This  expedition,  which  took  its  departure  in  July,  1539, 
was  attended  with  more  important  results.  Ulloa  penetrated  to 
the  head  of  the  Gulf  ;  then,  returning  and  winding  round  the 
coast  of  the  peninsula,  doubled  its  southern  point,  and  ascended 
as  high  as  the  twenty-eighth  or  twenty-ninth  degree  of  north  lat- 
itude on  its  western  borders.  After  this,  sending  home  one  of 
the  squadron,  the  bold  navigator  held  on  his  course  to  the  north, 
but  was  never  more  heard  of.'* 

Thus  ended  the  maritime  enterprises  of  Cortes  ;  sufficiently 
disastrous  in  a  pecuniary  view,  since  they  cost  them  three  hun- 
dred thousand  castellanos  of  gold,  without  the  return  of  a  ducat. ^* 
He  was  even  obliged  to  borrow  money,  and  to  pawn  his  wife's 
jewels,  to  procure  funds  for  the  last  enterprise  ;  ^'^  thus  incurring 
a  debt,  which,  increased  by  the  great  charges  of  his  princely 
establishment,  hung  about  him  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
But,  though  disastrous  in  an  economical  view,  his  generous  efforts 

"  Instruccion  del  Marr|ues  del  Vallc,  MS. 

The  most  particular  and  authentic  accont  of  Ulloa's  cruise  will  l>c  found 
in  k:imu.sio,  (Tom  III.  j)|).  340-354.)  It  is  hv  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
S(|ii.i(lron. — My  limits  will  not  allow  me  to  give  the  details  of  the  voyages 
made  by  Cort<^s,  which,  although  not  without  interest,  were  attended  with  no 
permanent  consequences.  A  good  summary  of  his  expeditions  in  the  Gulf 
has  been  given  hv  Navarrette  in  the  Tntrodui  fion  to  his  Rclacion  del  Viage 
hecho  por  las  CJolctas  Sutil  y  Mexirana,  (Madrid,  1802,)  pp.  vi.-xxvi.:  and 
the  F'.nglish  reader  will  f^nd  a  brief  account  of  them  in  Cfrccnhow's  valuable 
Memoir  on  the  North-west  Coaat  of  North  America.  (Washington,  1S40,) 
pp.  22-27. 

**  Memorial  al  Rev  del  Maroues  del  Valle,  M.S..  2^  de  Junio,  1540 

**  Provision  sobrc  los  De.scul)riraiento«  del  .Sur.  MJ^. 
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added  important  contributions  to  science.  In  the  course  of  these 
expeditions,  and  those  undertalcen  by  Cortes  previous  to  his 
visit  to  Spain,  the  Pacific  had  been  coasted  from  the  Bay  of 
Panama  to  the  Rio  Colorado.  The  great  peninsula  of  California 
had  been  circumnavigated  as  far  as  to  the  isle  of  Cedros,  or 
Cerros,  into  which  the  name  has  since  been  corrupted.  This 
vast  tract,  which  had  been  supposed  to  be  an  archipelago  of 
islands,  was  now  discovered  to  be  a  part  of  the  continent  ;  and 
its  general  outline,  as  appears  from  the  maps  of  the  time,  was 
nearly  as  well  understood  as  at  the  present  day.^^  Lastly,  the 
navigator  had  explored  the  recesses  of  the  Californian  Gulf  or 
Sea  of  Cortes^  as,  in  honor  of  the  great  discoverer,  it  is  with  more 
propriety  named  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  he  had  ascertained,  that 
instead  of  the  outlet  before  supposed  to  exist  towards  the  north, 
this  unknown  ocean  was  locked  up  within  the  arms  of  the  mighty 
continent.  These  were  results  that  might  have  made  the  glory 
and  satisfied  the  ambition  of  a  common  man  ;  but  they  are  lost 
in  the  brilliant  renown  of  the  former  achievements  of  Cortes. 

Notwithstanding  the  embarrassments  of  the  marquess  of  the 
Valley,  he  still  made  new  efforts  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  dis- 
covery, and  prepared  to  fit  out  another  squadron  of  five  vessels, 
which  he  proposed  to  place  under  the  command  of  a  natural  son, 
Don  Luis.  But  the  viceroy  Mendoza,  whose  imagination  had 
been  inflamed  by  the  reports  of  an  itinerant  monk  respecting  an 
El  Dorado  in  the  north,  claimed  the  right  of  discovery  in  that 
direction.  Cortes  protested  against  this,  as  an  unwarrantable 
interference  with  his  own  powers.  Other  subjects  of  collision 
arose  between  them  ;  till  the  marquess,  disgusted  with  this  per- 
petual check  on  his  authority  and  his  enterprises,  applied  for 
redress  to  Castile."  He  finally  determined  to  go  there  to  sup- 
port his  claims  in  person,  and  to  obtain,  if  possible,  remunera- 
tion for  the  heavy  charges  he  had  incurred  by  his  maritime  ex- 
peditions, as  well  as  for  the  spoliation  of  his  property  by  the 
Royal  Audience,  during  his  absence  from  the  country  ;  and, 
lastly,  to  procure  an  assignment  of  his  vassals  on  principles  more 
conformable  to  the  original  intentions  of  the  grant.  With  these 
objects  in  view,  he  bade  adieu  to  his  family,  and,  taking  wdth 
him  his  eldest  son  and  heir,  Don  Martin,  then  only  eight  years 
of  age,  he  embarked  at  Mexico  in  1540,  and,  after  a  favorable 
voyage,  again  set  foot  on  the  shores  of  his  native  land. 

^^  See  the  map  prepared  by  the  pilot  Domingo  del  Castillo,  in  1541,  ap, 
Lorenza,  p .  328. 

^'  In  the  collection  of  Vargas  Ponce  is  a  petition  of  Cortes,  setting  force 
his  grievances,  and  demanding  an  mvestigation  of  the  vice-king's  conduct. 
It  is  without  date.  Peticion  contra  Don  Antonio  de  Mendoza  Virrey, 
Uedieaido  residencia  contra  el,  MS. 
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The  emperor  was  absent  from  the  country.  But  Cortes  was 
honorably  received  in  the  capital,  where  ample  accommodations 
were  provided  for  him  and  his  retinue.  When  he  attended  the 
Royal  Council  of  the  Indies,  to  urge  his  suit,  he  was  distinguish- 
ed by  uncommon  marks  of  respect.  The  president  went  to  the 
door  of  the  hall  to  receive  him,  and  a  seat  was  provided  for  him 
among  the  members  of  the  Council. ^^  But  all  evaporated  in  this 
barren  show  of  courtesy.  Justice,  proverbially  slow  in  Spain, 
did  not  mend  her  gait  for  Cortes  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  a 
year,  he  found  himself  no  nearer  the  attainment  of  his  object 
than  on  the  first  week  after  his  arrival  in  the  capital. 

In  the  following  year,  1541,  we  find  the  marquess  of  the  Valley- 
embarked  as  a  volunteer  in  the  memorable  expedition  against 
Algiers.  Charles  the  Fifth,  on  his  return  to  his  dominions,  laid 
siege  to  that  stronghold  of  the  Mediterranean  corsairs.  Cortes 
accompanied  the  forces  destined  to  meet  the  emperor,  and  em- 
barked on  board  the  vessel  of  the  Admiral  of  Castile.  But  a 
furious  tempest  scattered  the  navy,  and  the  admiral's  ship  was 
driven  a  wreck  upon  the  coast.  Cortes  and  his  son  escaped 
by  swimming,  but  the  former,  in  the  confusion  of  the  scene, 
lost  the  inestimable  set  of  jewels  noticed  in  the  preceding  chap- 
ter ;  "  a  loss,"  says  an  old  writer,  *'  that  made  the  expedition  fall 
more  heavily  on  the  marquess  of  the  Valley,  than  on  any  other 
man  in  the  kingdom,  except  the  emperor."^® 

It  is  not  necessary  lo  recount  the  particulars  of  this  disastrous 
siege,  in  which  Moslem  valor,  aided  by  the  elements,  set  at  de- 
fiance the  combined  forces  of  the  Christians.  A  council  of  war 
was  called,  and  it  was  decided  to  abandon  the  enterprise  and 
return  to  Castile.  This  determination  was  indignantly  received 
by  Cortes,  who  offered,  with  the  support  of  the  army,  to  reduce 
the  place  himself  ;  and  he  only  expressed  the  regret,  that  he  had 
not  a  handful  of  those  gallant  veterans  by  his  side  who  had  serv- 
ed him  in  the  conquest  of  Mexico.  But  his  offers  were  derided, 
as  those  of  a  romantic  enthusiast.  He  had  not  been  invited  to 
take  part  in  the  discussions  of  the  council  of  war.  It  was  a  mark- 
ed indignity  ;  but  the  courtiers,  weary  of  the  sei"vice,  were  too 
much  bent  on  an  immediate  return  to  Spain,  to  hazard  the  op- 
position of  a  man,  who,  when  he  had  once  planted  his  foot,  was 
never  known  to  raise  it  again,  till  he  had  accomplished  his 
object.* 

On  arriving  in  Castile,  Cortes  lost   no  time    in   laying  his  suit 

^*    Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  cap.  200. 
*•  (iom.ira,  CrAnica,  cap.  237. 

*>  S.indoval,  Mist,  dp  (.'irloH  V.,  lib,    12,  cap.    25. — ?'ciTeras,  (tr.-xd    d'Htp 
milly,)  HisK.  d'K.s|)agnc,  toni.  IX.  p.  2\\. 
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before  the  emperor.  His  applications  were  received  by  the  moiv 
arch  with  civility, — a  cold  civility,  which  carried  no  conviction 
of  its  sincerity.  His  position  was  materially  changed  since  his 
former  visit  to  the  country.  More  than  ten  years  had  elapsed, 
and  he  was  now  too  well  advanced  in  years  to  give  promise  of 
serviceable  enterprise  in  future.  Indeed,  his  undertakings  of 
late  had  been  singularly  unfortunate.  Even  his  former  successes 
suffered  the  disparagement  natural  to  a  man  of  declining  fort 
unes.  They  were  already  eclipsed  by  the  magnificent  achieve- 
ments in  Peru,  which  had  poured  a  golden  tide  into  the  country, 
that  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  streams  of  wealth,  that,  as 
yet,  had  flowed  in  but  scantily  from  the  silver  mines  of  Mexico. 
Cortes  had  to  learn,  that  the  gratitude  of  a  Court  has  reference 
to  the  future  much  more  than  to  the  past.  He  stood  in  the 
position  of  an  importunate  suitor,  whose  claims,  however  just, 
are  too  large  to  be  readily  allowed.  He  found,  like  Columbus, 
that  it  was  possible  to  deserve  too  greatly.^^ 

In  the  month  of  February,  1544,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
emperor, — it  was  the  last  he  ever  wrote  him, — soliciting  his  at- 
tention to  his  suit.  He  begins,  by  proudly  alluding  to  his  past 
services  to  the  Crown.  "  He  had  hoped,  that  the  toils  of  youth 
would  have  secured  him  repose  in  his  old  age.  For  forty  years 
he  had  passed  his  life  with  little  sleep,  bad  food,  and  with  his 
arms  constantly  by  his  side.  He  had  freely  exposed  his  person 
to  peril,  and  spent  his  substance  in  exploring  distant  and  un- 
known regions,  that  he  might  spread  abroad  the  name  of  his 
sovereign,  and  bring  under  his  sceptre  many  great  and  powerful 
nations.  All  this  he  had  done,  not  only  without  assistance  from 
home,  but  in  the  face  of  obstacles  thrown  in  his  way  by  rivals  and 
by  enemies  who  thirsted  like  leeches  for  his  blood.  He  was 
now  old,  infirm,  and  embarrassed  with  debt.  Better  had  it  been 
for  him  not  to  have  known  the  liberal  intentions  of  the  emperor, 
as  intimated  by  his  grants  ;  since  he  should  then  have  devoted 
himself  to  the  care  of  his  estates,  and  not  have  been  compelled, 
as  he  now  was,  to  contend  with  the  officers  of  the  Crown,  against 
whom  it  was  more  dilBcult  to  defend  himself  than  to  win  the 
land  from  the  enemy."  He  concludes  with  beseeching  his 
sovereign  to   "  order  the  Council  of  the   Indies,  with  the  other 

^  Voltaire  tells  us,  that,  one  day,  Cortes,  unable  to  obtain  an  audience  of 
the  emperor,  pushed  through  the  press  surrounding  the  royal  carriage,  and 
mounted  the  steps  ;  and,  when  Charles  inquired  ''who  that  man  was,"  he  re- 
plied, "  One  who  has  given  you  more  kingdoms  than  you  had  towns  before. " 
(Essai  sur  les  Moeurs,  chap.  147.)  For  this  most  improbable  anecdote  I 
have  found  no  authority  whatever.  It  served,  however,  very  well  to  point  a 
moral, — the  main  thing  with  the  philosopher  of  Ferney. 
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tribunals  which  had  cognizance  of  his  suits,  to  come  to  a  decision  ; 
since  he  was  too  old  to  wander  about  like  a  vagrant,  but  ought 
rather,  during  the  brief  remainder  of  his  life,  to  stay  at  home 
and  settle  his  account  with  Heaven,  occupied  with  the  concerns 
of  his  soul,  rather  than  with  his  substance."  22 

This  appeal  to  his  sovereign,  which  has  something  in  it  touch- 
ing from  a  man  of  the  haughty  spirit  of  Cortds,  had  not  the 
effect  to  quicken  the  determination  of  his  suit.  He  still  lingered 
at  the  court  from  week  to  week,  and  from  month  to  month,  be- 
guiled by  the  deceitful  hopes  of  the  litigant,  tasting  all  that 
bitterness  of  the  soul  which  arises  from  hope  deferred.  After 
three  years  more,  passed  in  this  unprofitable  and  humiliating 
occupation,  he  resolved  to  leave  his  ungrateful  country  and 
return  to  Mexico. 

He  had  proceeded  as  far  as  Seville,  accompanied  by  his  son, 
when  he  fell  ill  of  an  indigestion,  caused,  probably,  by  irritation 
and  trouble  of  mind.  This  terminated  in  dysentery,  and  his 
strength  sank  so  rapidly  under  the  disease,  that  it  was  apparent 
his  mortal  career  was  drawing  towards  its  close.  He  prepared 
for  it  by  making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  settlement 
of  his  affairs.  He  had  made  his  will  some  time  before  ;  and  he 
now  executed  it.  It  is  a  very  long  document,  and  \\\  some 
respects  a  remarkable  one.  . 

The  bulk  of  his  property  was  entailed  to  his  son,  Don  Martin, 
then  fifteen  years  of  age.  In  the  testament  he  fixes  his  majority 
at  twenty-five  ;  but  at  twenty  his  guardians  were  to  allow  him  his 
full  income,  to  maintain  the  state  becoming  his  rank.  In  a 
paper  accompanying  the  will,  Cortes  specified  the  names  of  the 
agents  to  whom  he  had  committed  the  management  of  his  vast 
estates  scattered  over  many  different  provinces;  and  he  requests 
his  executors  to  confirm  the  nomination,  as  these  agents  have 
been  selected  by  him  from  a  knowledge  of  their  peculiar  qualifi- 
cations. Nothing  can  better  show  the  thorough  siijiervision, 
which,  in  the  midst  of  pressing  public  concerns,  he  had  given  to 
the  details  of  his  widely  extended  property. 

He  makes  a  liberal  provision  for  his  other  children,  and  a 
generous  allowance  to  several  old  domestics  and  retainers  in  his 
household.  By  another  clause  he  gives  away  considerable  sums 
in  charity,  and  he  applies  the  revenues  of  his  estates  in  the  city 
of  Mexico  to  establish  and  permanently  endow  three  public  in- 
stitutions,— a  hospital  in  the  capital,  which  was  to  be  dedicated 
to  Our  Lady  of  the  Conception,  a  college  in  Cojohuacan  for  the 
education  of  missionaries  to  preach  tiie  gosjiel  among  the  natives, 

**  The  Inciter,  dated  February  3,  1544,  Valladolid,  may  be  found  entire,  ia 
the  original,  in  Af>p(ndix^  Part  2,  No,  i  ^. 
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and  a  convent,  in  the  same  place,  for  nuns.  To  the  chapel  of 
this  convent,  situated  in  his  favorite  town,  he  orders  that  his  own 
body  shall  be  transported  for  burial,  in  whatever  quarter  of  the 
world  he  may  happen  to  die. 

After  declaring  that  he  has  taken  all  possible  care  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  of  the  tributes  formerly  paid  by  his  Indian  vas- 
sals to  their  native  sovereign,  he  enjoins  on  his  heir,  that,  in  case 
those  which  they  have  hitherto  paid  shall  be  found  to  exceed  the 
right  valuation,  he  shall  restore  them  a  full  equivalent.  In  an- 
other clause,  he  expresses  a  doubt  whether  it  is  right  to  exact 
personal  service  from  the  natives  ;  and  commands  that  a  strict 
inquiry  shall  be  made  into  the  nature  and  value  of  such  services 
as  he  had  received,  and  that,  in  all  cases,  a  fair  compensation 
shall  be  allowed  for  them.  Lastly,  he  makes  this  remarkable 
declaration  :  "  It  has  long  been  a  question,  whether  one  can  con- 
scientiously hold  property  in  Indian  slaves.  Since  this  point  has 
not  yet  been  determined,  I  enjoin  it  on  my  son  Martin  and  his 
heirs,  that  they  spare  no  pains  to  come  to  an  exact  knowledge 
of  the  truth  ;  as  a  matter  which  deeply  concerns  the  conscience 
of  each  of  them,  no  less  than  mine."  ^ 

Such  scruples  of  conscience,  not  to  have  been  expected  in 
Cortes,  were  still  less  likely  to  be  met  with  in  the  Spaniards  of  a 
later  generation.  The  state  of  opinion  in  respect  to  the  great 
question  of  slavery,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  system,  bears  some  resemblance  to  that  which  exists 
in  our  time,  when  we  may  hope  it  is  approaching  its  conclusion. 
Las  Casas  and  the  Dominicans  of  the  former  age,  the  abolition- 
ists of  their  day,  thundered  out  their  uncompromising  invectives 
against  the  system,  on  the  broad  ground  of  natural  equity  and 
the  rights  of  man.  The  great  mass  of  proprietors  troubled  their 
heads  little  about  the  question  of  right,  but  were  satisfied  with 
with  the  expediency  of  the  institution.  Others  more  considerate 
and  conscientious,  while  they  admitted  the  evil,  found  an  argu- 
ment for  its  toleration  in  the  plea  of  necessity,  regarding  the 
constitution  of  the  white  man  as  unequal,  in  a  sultry  climate,  to 

23  "  Item.  Porque  acerca  de  los  esclavos  naturales  de  la  dicha  Nueva 
Espana,  asi  de  guerra  como  de  rescate,  ha  habido  y  hay  muchas  dudas  y 
opiniones  sobre  si  se  han  podido  tener  con  buena  conciencia  6  no,  y  hasta 
thora  no  esta  determinado ;  Mando  que  todo  aquello  que  generalmente  se 
averiguare,  que  en  este  caso  se  debe  hacer  para  descargo  de  las  conciencias 
en  lo  que  toca  a  estos  esclavos  de  la  dicha  Nueva  Espana,  que  se  haya  y 
cumpla  en  todos  los  que  yo  tengo,  e  encargo.  Y  mando  a  D.  Martin  mi  hija 
subcesor,  y  d  los  que  despues  del  subcedieren  en  mi  Estado,  que  para  averi- 
guar  esto  nagan  todas  las  diligencias  que  combengan  al  descargo  de  mi  con- 
ciencia  y  suyas."    Testamento  de  Hernan  Cortes,  MS. 
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the  labor  of  cultivating  the  soil.^  In  one  important  respect,  the 
condition  of  slavery,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  differed  materially 
from  its  condition  in  the  nineteenth.  In  the  former,  the  seeds 
of  the  evil,  but  lately  sown,  might  have  been,  with  comparatively 
little  difficulty,  eradicated.  But  in  our  time  they  have  struck 
their  roots  deep  into  the  social  system,  and  cannot  be  rudely 
handled  without  shaking  the  very  foundations  of  the  political 
fabric.  It  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  a  man,  who  admits  all  the 
wretchedness  of  the  institution  and  its  wrong  to  humanity,  may 
nevertheless  hesitate  to  adopt  a  remedy,  until  he  is  satisfied  that 
the  remedy  itself  is  not  worse  than  the  disease.  That  such  a 
remedy  will  come  with  time,  who  can  doubt,  that  has  confidence 
in  the  ultimate  prevalence  of  the  right,  and  the  progressive 
civilization  of  his  species  ? 

Cortes  names,  as  his  executors,  and  as  guardians  of  his  chil- 
dren, the  duke  of  Medina  Sidonia,  the  marquess  of  Astorga, 
and  the  count  of  Aguilar.  For  his  executors  in  Mexico,  he  ap- 
points his  wife,  the  marchioness,  the  archbishop  of  Toledo,  and 
two  other  prelates.  The  will  was  executed  at  Seville,  October 
nth,  1547.2& 

Finding  himself  much  incommoded,  as  he  grew  weaker,  by 
the  presence  of  visitors,  to  which  he  was  necessarily  exposed  at 
Seville,  he  withdrew  to  the  neighboring  village  of  Castilleja  de 
la  Cuesta,  attended  by  his  son,  who  watched  over  his  dying 
parent  with  filial  solicitude.  Cortes  seems  to  have  contem- 
plated his  approaching  end  with  the  composure  not  always  to  be 
found  in  those  who  have  faced  death  with  indifference  on  the 
field  of  battle.  At  length,  having  devoutly  confessed  his  sins 
and  received  the  sacrament,  he  expired  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1547,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age.* 

The  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  country  were  desirous  to 
show  every  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Cortes.  His 
funeral  obsequies  were  celebrated  with  due  solemnity  by  a  long 
train  of  Andalusian  nobles,  and  of  the  citizens  of  Seville,  and 

**  This  is  the  argument  controverted  by  Las  Casas  in  his  elaborate  Memo- 
rial addressed  to  the  government,  in  1542,  on  the  best  method  of  arresting 
the  destruction  of  the  Aljorigines. 

"^  This  interesting  document  is  in  the  Royal  Archives  of  Seville  ;  and  a 
copy  of  it  forms  part  of  the  valuable  collcrtion  of  Don  Vargas  Pon(;c. 

'^' Ziifiiga,  Annules  de  Scvilla,  p.  504. — (iomara,  Cr^nica,  cap.  237. 

In  his  last  letter  to  the  emperor,  dated  in  Fcbruarv.  i  S44.  he  speaks  of 
himself  as  being  "sixty  years  of  age."  Hut  he  probablv  did  not  mean  to  be 
exact  to  a  year.  Gomara's  statement,  that  he  was  born  in  the  year  14S5, 
(Cronica,  cap.  i.)  is  confirmed  by  Diaz,  who  tells  iis,  that  Cortes  used  to 
say,  that,  when  he  first  came  over  to  Mexico,  in  1519.  he  w.as  thirtv-four 
years  old.  (Hi«t.  de  la  Conrjuista,  cap.  205.)  This  would  coincide  with  th« 
age  mentioned  in  the  text. 
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his  body  was  transported  to  the  chapel  of  the  monastery,  San 
Isidro,  in  that  city,  where  it  was  laid  in  the  family  vault  of  the 
duke  of  Medina  Sidonia.^^  In  the  year  1562,  it  was  removed, 
by  order  of  his  son,  Don  Martin,  to  New  Spain,  not,  as  directed 
by  his  will,  to  Cojohuacan,  but  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Francis, 
in  Tezcuco,  where  it  was  laid  by  the  side  of  a  daughter,  and  of 
his  mother,  Dona  Catalina  Pizarro.  In  1629,  the  remains  of 
Cortes  were  again  removed ;  and  on  the  death  of  Don  Pedro, 
fourth  marquess  of  the  Valley,  it  was  decided  by  the  authorities 
of  Mexico  to  transfer  them  to  the  church  of  St.  Francis,  in  that 
capital.  The  ceremonial  was  conducted  with  the  pomp  suited 
to  the  occasion.  A  military  and  religious  procession  was 
formed,  with  the  archbishop  of  Mexico  at  its  head.  He  was 
•accompanied  by  the  great  dignitaries  of  church  and  state,  the 
various  associations  with  their  respective  banners,  the  several 
religious  fraternities,  and  the  members  of  the  Audience.  The 
coffin  containing  the  relics  of  Cortes,  was  covered  with  black 
velvet,  and  supported  by  the  judges  of  the  Royal  tribunals.  On 
either  side  of  it  was  a  man  in  complete  armor,  bearing,  on  the 
right,  a  standard  of  pure  white,  with  the  arms  of  Castile  em- 
broidered in  gold,  and,  on  the  left,  a  banner  of  black  velvet, 
emblazoned  in  like  manner  with  the  armorial  ensigns  of  the 
house  of  Cortes.  Behind  the  corpse  came  the  viceroy  and  a 
numerous  escort  of  Spanish  cavaliers,  and  the  rear  was  closed 
by  a  battalion  of  infantry,  armed  with  pikes  and  arquebuses, 
and  with  their  banners  trailing  on  the  ground.  With  this  funer- 
al pomp,  by  the  sound  of  mournful  music,  and  the  slow  beat  of 
the  muffled  drum,  the  procession  moved  forward,  with  measured 
pace,  till  it  reached  the  capital,  when  the  gates  were  thrown 
open  to  receive  the  mortal  remains  of  the  hero,  who,  a  century 
before,  had  performed  there  such  prodigies  of  valor. 

Yet  his  bones  were  not  permitted  to  rest  here  undisturbed  ; 
and  in  1794  they  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  of  Jesus  of  Naz- 
areth. It  was  a  more  fitting  place,  since  it  was  the  same  insti- 
tution, which,  under  the  name  of  "  Our  Lady  of  the  Concep- 
tion," had  been  founded  and  endowed  by  Cortds,  and  which, 
with  a  fate  not  too  frequent  in  similar  charities,  has  been  ad- 
ministered to  this  day  on  the  noble  principles  of  its  foundation. 
The  mouldering  relics  of  the  warrior,  now  deposited  in  a  crystal 
cofBn  secured  by  bars  and  plates  of  silver,  were  laid  in  the 
chapel,  and  over  them  was  raised  a  simple  monument,  display- 
ing the  arms  of  the   family,  and   surmounted  by  a  bust  of  the 

27  Noticia  del  Archivero  de  ]a  Santa  Eclesia  de  Sevilla,  MS 
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<[;!onqueror,  executed  in  bronze  by  Tolsa,  a  sculptor  worthy  of 
^he  best  period  of  the  arts.'* 

Unfortunately  for  Mexico,  the  tale  does  not  stop  here.  In 
1823,  the  patriot  mob  of  the  capital,  in  their  zeal  to  commemoraie 
the  era  of  the  national  independence,  and  their  detestation  of  the 
"old  Spaniards,"  prepared  to  break  open  the  tomb  which  held 
the  ashes  of  Cortds,  and  to  scatter  them  to  the  winds !  The 
authorities  declined  to  interfere  on  the  occasion  ;  but  the  friends 
of  the  family,  as  is  commonly  reported,  entered  the  vault  by 
night,  and,  secretly  removing  the  relics,  prevented  the  commis- 
sion of  a  sacrilege,  which  must  have  left  a  stain,  not  easy  to  be 
effaced,  on  the  scutcheon  of  the  fair  city  of  Mexico. — Hum- 
boldt, forty  years  ago,  remarked,  that  "  we  may  traverse  Spanish 
America  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Monterey,  and  in  no  quarter 
shall  we  meet  with  a  national  monument  which  the  public  grati- 
tude has  raised  to  Christopher  Columbus,  or  Hernando  Cor- 
tds  "  ®  It  was  reserved  for  our  own  age  to  conceive  the  design 
of  violating  the  repose  of  the  dead,  and  insuliing  their  remains  ! 
Yet  the  men  who  meditated  this  outrage  were  not  the  descend- 
ants of  Montezuma,  avenging  the  wrongs  of  their  fathers,  and 
vindicating  their  own  rightful  inheritance.  They  were  the  de- 
scendants of  the  old  Conquerors,  and  their  countr}men,  depend- 
ing on  the  right  of  conquest  for  their  ultimate  title    to   the  soil. 

Cortes  had  no  children  by  his  first  marriage.  By  his  second 
he  left  four;  a  son,  Don  Martin, — the  heir  of  his  honors,  and 
of  persecutions  even  more  severe  than  those  of  his  father,** — 
and  three  daughters,  who  formed  splendid  alliances.  He  left, 
also,  several  natural  children,  whom  he  particularly  mentions  in 
his  testament  and  honorably  provides  for.  Two  of  these,  Don 
Martin,  the  son  of  Marina,  and   Don  Luis  Corit^s,  attained  con- 


*  The  full  jiarticulars  of  the  ceremony  described  in  the  text  may  be  found 
in  App^tidix,  Part  2,  No.  16,  translated  into  I'lnglish,  from  a  copy  of  the  or- 
iginal document,  existing  in  the  Archives  of  tiic  Hospital  of  Jesus,  in  Mexico. 

®  Essai  I'olitif|ue,  tom.  11.  p.  60. 

*°  Don  Martin  Cortes,  second  marquess  of  the  Valley,  was  accused,  like 
•lis  father,  of  an  attemjit  to  estal)lish  an  iiulcpcnde'U  sovereignty  in  New 
Spain.  His  naturalhrothcrs,  Don  Martin  atul  Don  Luis,  were  involved  in 
the  same  accusation  with  himself,  and  the  former — us  I  have  elsewhere  re- 
marked— was  in  consequence  subjectcti  to  thr  torture.  Sc\cral  others  of  his 
friends,  on  charge  of  abetting  his  trcasonal)le  designs,  suffered  death.  The 
marfjuess  was  ooliged  to  remove  with  his  familv  to  Sjiain,  where  the  investi- 
gation was  conducted  :  and  his  large  estates  in  Mexico  were  sequestered  un- 
til the  termination  of  tne  process,  a  period  of  seven  years,  from  1567  to  1574, 
when  he  was  declared  innocent.  I'.ut  his  proprrtv  suffered  irrejiarablc  in- 
jury, under  the  wretched  administration  of  the  royal  officers,  during  the  term 
of  sequestration. 
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siderable  distinction,  and  were  created  come?tdado?'es  of  the  Ordei 
of  St.  Jago. 

The  male  line  of  the  marquesses  of  the  Valley  became  ex- 
tinct in  the  fourth  generation.  The  title  and  estates  descended 
to  a  female,  and  by  her  marriage  were  united  with  those  of  the 
house  of  Terranova,  descendants  of  the  "Great  Captain,"  Gon- 
salvo  de  Cordova.  By  a  subsequent  marriage  they  were  carried 
into  the  family  of  the  duke  of  Monteleone,  a  Neapolitan  noble, 
The  present  proprietor  of  these  princely  honors  and  of  vast  do- 
mains, both  in  the  Old  and  the  New  World,  dwells  in  Sicily,  and 
boasts  a  descent — such  as  few  princes  can  boast — from  two  of 
the  most  illustrious  commanders  of  the  sixteenth  century,  the 
*'  Great  Captain  "  and  the  Conqueror  of  Mexico. 

The  personal  history  of  Cortes  has  been  so  minutely  detailed 
In  the  preceding  narrative,  that  it  will  be  only  necessary  to 
touch  on  the  more  prominent  features  of  his  character.  Indeed, 
the  history  of  the  Conquest,  as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to 
remark,  is  necessarily  that  of  Cortes,  who  is,  if  I  may  so  say, 
not  merely  the  soul,  but  the  body,  of  the  enterprise,  present 
everywhere  in  person,  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  or  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  works,  with  his  sword  or  with  his  musket,  sometimes 
leadino^  his  soldiers,  and  sometimes  directino^  his  little  naw 
The  negotiations,  intrigues,  correspondence,  are  all  conducted 
by  him  ;  and,  like  Caesar,  he  wrote  his  own  Commentaries  in  the 
heat  of  the  stirring  scenes  which  form  the  subject  of  them.  His 
character  is  marked  with  the  most  opposite  traits,  embracing 
qualities  apparently  the  most  incompatible.  He  was  avaricious, 
yet  liberal ;  bold  to  desperation,  yet  cautious  and  calculating  in 
his  plans ;  magnanimous,  yet  very  cunning ;  courteous  and 
affable  in  his  deportment,  yet  inexorably  stern  ;  lax  in  his  no- 
tions of  morality,  yet  (not  uncommon)  a  sad  bigot.  The  great 
feature  in  his  character  w^as  constancy  of  purpose  ;  a  con- 
stancy not  to  be  daunted  by  danger,  nor  bafHed  by  disappoint- 
ment, nor  wearied  out  by  impediments  and  delays. 

He  was  a  knight-errant,  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  word. 
Of  all  the  band  of  adventurous  cavaliers,  whom  Spain,  in  the 
sixteenth  century,  sent  forth  on  the  career  of  discovery  and 
conquest,  there  was  none  more  deeply  filled  wdth  the  spirit  of 
romantic  enterprise  than  Hernando  Cortds.  Dangers  and  diffi- 
culties, instead  of  deterring,  seemed  to  have  a  charm  in  his 
eyes.  They  were  necessary  to  rouse  him  to  a  full  conscious- 
ness of  his  powers.  He  grappled  with  them  at  the  outset,  and, 
if  I  may  so  express  myself,  seemed  to  prefer  to  take  his  enter- 
prises by  the   most   difficult  side.     He  conceived,  at  the  first 
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moment  of  his  landing  in  Mexico,  the  design  of  its  conquest. 
When  he  saw  the  strength  of  its  civilization,  he  was  not  turned 
from  his  purpose.  When  he  was  assailed  by  the  superior  force 
of  Narvaez,  he  still  persisted  in  it ;  and,  when  he  was  driven  in 
ruin  from  the  capital,  he  still  cherished  his  original  idea.  How 
successfully  he  carried  it  into  execution,  we  have  seen.  After 
the  few  years  of  repose  which  succeeded  the  Conquest,  his  ad- 
venturous spirit  impelled  him  to  that  drear}-  march  across  the 
marshes  of  Chiapa  ;  and,  after  another  inter\'al,  to  seek  his  fort- 
unes on  the  stormy  California  Gulf.  When  he  found  that  no 
other  continent  remained  for  him  to  conquer,  he  made  serious 
proposals  to  the  emperor  to  equip  a  fleet  at  his  own  expense, 
with  which  he  would  sail  to  the  Moluccas,  and  subdue  the 
Spice-Islands  for  the  Crown  of  Castile  !  ^^ 

This  spirit  of  knight-errantry  might  lead  us  to  undervalue  his 
talents  as  a  general,  and  to  regard  him  merely  in  the  light  of  a 
lucky  adventurer.  But  this  would  be  doing  him  injustice  ;  for 
Cortds  was  certainly  a  great  general,  if  that  man  be  one,  who 
performs  great  achievements  with  the  resources  which  his  own 
genius  has  created.  'J'here  is  probably  no  instance  in  history, 
where  so  vast  an  enterprise  has  been  achieved  by  means  ap- 
parently so  inadequate.  He  may  be  truly  said  to  have  effected 
the  Conquest  by  his  own  resources.  If  he  was  indebted  for  his 
success  to  the  cooperation  of  the  Indian  tribes,  it  was  the  force 
of  his  genius  that  obtained  command  of  such  materials.  He 
arrested  the  arm  that  was  lifted  to  smite  him,  and  made  it  do 
battle  in  his  behalf.  He  beat  the  Tlascalans,  and  made  tiicm 
his  stanch  allies.  He  beat  the  soldiers  of  Narvaez,  and 
doubled  hi5  effective  force  by  it.  When  his  own  men  deserted 
him,  he  did  not  desert  himself.  He  drew  them  back  by  degrees, 
and  compelled  them  to  act  by  his  will,  till  there  were  all  as  one 
man.  He  brought  together  the  most  miscellaneous  collection 
of  mercenaries  who  ever  fought  under  one  standard  ;  advent- 
urers from  Cuba  and  the  Isles,  craving  for  gold  ;  hidalgos,  who 
came  from  the  old  country  to  win  laurels  ;  broken-down  cavaliers, 
who  hoped  to  mend  their  fortunes  in  the  New  World  ;  vaga- 
bonds flying  from  justice  ;  the  grasping  followers  of  Narvaez, 
and  his  own  reckless  veterans, — men  with  hardly  a  common  tie, 

^  "  Yo  mc  ofresco  i  dcscuhrir  por  .i(ju(  toda  la  csj)C«,cria,  y  ()tr.ia  Islas  si 
huvicre  cerca  dc  Moluco,  d  Mclaca,  y  la  China,  y  aun  dc  dar  tal  ortlcn  que 
V.  M.  no  aipa  la  espc^cria  por  via  dc  rcscatc,  ( i>rno  la  ha  cl  Key  dc  rortii^jal, 
»jno  que  la  tcn^,M  por  (osa  propria,  y  lt)s  iialuralrs  dc  aqucllas  Islas  lo 
rcconoscan  y  sirvan  coino  d  su  Key  y  scHor  tiatnral,  pi>rqiic  yo  mc  ofrrsco  c<>ti 
el  tlicho  adclitamento  dc  cnihiar  4  cUas  tal  armada,  ^  ir  yo  con  mi  frt  sotta  ^vf 
tminrra  qut  la  sojusfje y  piuhlt"     Carta  Quinta  dc  Cortes,  MS. 
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and  burning  with  the  spirit  of  jealousy  and  faction  ;  wild  tribes 
of  the  natives  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  who  had  been 
sworn  enemies  from  their  cradles,  and  who  had  met  only  to  cut 
one  another's  throats,  and  to  procure  victims  for  sacrifice  ;  men, 
in  short,  differing  in  race,  in  language,  and  in  interests,  with 
scarcely  anything  in  common  among  them.  Yet  fhis  motley 
congregation  was  assembled  in  one  camp,  compelled  to  bend  to 
the  will  of  one  man,  to  consort  together  in  harmony,  to  breathe, 
as  it  were,  one  spirit,  and  to  move  on  a  common  principle  of 
action !  It  is  in  this  wonderful  power  over  the  discordant 
masses  thus  gathered  under  his  banner,  that  we  recognize  the 
genius  of  the  great  commander,  no  less  than  in  the  skill  of  his 
military  operations. 

His  power  over  the  minds  of  his  soldiers  was  a  natural  re- 
sult of  their  confidence  in  his  abilities.  But  it  is  also  to  be 
attributed  to  his  popular  manners, — that  happy  union  of  au- 
thority and  companionship,  which  fitted  him  for  the  command 
of  a  band  of  roving  adventurers.  It  would  not  have  done  for 
him  to  have  fenced  himself  round  with  the  stately  reserve  of  a 
commander  of  regular  forces.  He  was  embarked  with  his  men 
in  a  common  adventure,  and  nearly  on  terms  of  equality,  since 
he  held  his  commission  by  no  legal  warrant.  But,  while  he  in- 
dulged this  freedom  and  familiarity  with  his  soldiers,  he  never 
allowed  it  to  interfere  with  their  strict  obedience,  nor  to  impair 
the  severity  of  discipline.  When  he  had  risen  to  higher  consid- 
eration, although  he  affected  more  state,  he  still  admitted  his 
veterans  to  the  same  intimacy.  "  He  preferred,"  says  Diaz, 
"  to  be  called  *  Cortes  '  by  us,  to  being  called  by  any  title  ;  and 
with  good  reason,"  continues  the  enthusiastic  old  cavalier,  "  for 
the  name  of  Cortes  is  as  famous  in  our  day  as  was  that  of 
Caesar  among  the  Romans,  or  of  Hannibal  among  the  Carthagin- 
ians." ^     He  showed  the  same  kind  regards  towards  his  ancient 

^  The  comparison  to  Hannibal  is  better  founded  than  the  old  soldier 
probably  imagined.  Livy's  description  of  the  Carthaginian  warrior  has  a 
marvellous  application  to  Cortes, — better,  perhaps,  than  that  of  the  imaginary 
personage  quoted  a  few  lines  below  in  the  text.  "  Plurimum  audaciae  ad 
pericula  capessenda,  plurimum  consilii  inter  ipsa  pericula  erat  :  nullo  labore 
aut  corpus  fatigari,  aut  animus  vinci  poterat.  Caloris  ac  frigoris  patientia 
par  :  cibi  potionisque  desiderio  naturali,non  voluptate,  modus  finitus:  vigilia- 
rum  somnique  nee  die,  nee  nocte  discriminata  tempora.  Id,  quod  gerendis 
rebus  superesset,  quieti  datum ;  ea  neque  molli  strato,  neque  silentio  arcessita. 
Multi  saepe  militari  sagulo  opertum,  humi  jacentem,  inter  custodias  stationes- 
que  militum,  conspexerunt.  Vestitus  nihil  inter  aequales  excellens;  arma 
atque  equi  conspiciebantur.  Equitum  peditumque  idem  longe  primus  erat; 
princeps  in  proelium  ibat;  ultimus  conserto  prcelio  excedebat."  (Hist., 
lib.  xxi.  sec.  5. )  The  reader,  who  reflects  on  the  fate  of  Guatemozin,  may 
possibly  think  that  the  extract  should  have  embraced  the  "  perfidia  pkii 
quam  Punica,"  in  the  succeeding  sentence. 
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comrades  in  the  very  last  act  of  his  Hfe.  For  he  appropriated  a 
sum  by  his  will  for  the  celebration  of  two  thousand  masses  for 
the  souls  of  those  who  had  fought  with  him  in  the  campaigns  of 
Mexico,* 

His  character  has  been  unconsciously  traced  by  the  hand  of 
a  master. 

**  And  oft  the  chieftain  deigned  to  aid 
And  mingle  in  the  mirth  they  made; 
For,  though,  with  men  of  high  degree, 
The  proudest  of  the  proud  was  he, 
Yet,  trained  in  camps,  he  knew  the  art 
To  win  the  soldiers'  hardy  heart. 
They  love  a  captain  to  obey, 
Boisterous  as  March,  yet  fresh  as  May; 
With  open  hand,  and  brow  as  free, 
Lover  of  wine,  and  minstrelsy  ; 
Ever  the  first  to  scale  a  tower, 
As  venturous  in  a  lady's  bower; — 
Such  buxom  chief  shall  lead  his  host 
From  India's  fires  to  Zembla's  frost." 

Cortes,  without  much  violence,  might  have  sat  for  this  portrait 
of  Marmion. 

Cortds  was  not  a  vulgar  conqueror.  He  did  not  conquer 
from  the  mere  ambition  of  conquest.  If  he  destroyed  the  an- 
cient capital  of  the  Aztecs,  it  was  to  build  up  a  more  magnifi- 
cent capital  on  its  ruins.  If  he  desolated  the  land,  and  broke 
up  its  existing  institutions,  he  employed  the  short  period  of  his 
administration  in  digesting  schemes  for  introducing  there  a 
more  improved  culture  and  a  higher  civilization.  In  all  his  ex- 
peditions he  was  careful  to  study  the  resources  of  the  country, 
its  social  organization,  and  its  physical  capacities.  He  enjoined 
it  on  his  captains  to  attend  particularly  to  these  objects.  If  he 
was  greedy  of  gold,  like  most  of  the  Spanish  cavaliers  in  the 
New  World,  it  was  not  to  hoard  it,  nor  merely  to  lavish  it  in  the 
support  of  a  princely  establishment,  but  to  secure  funds  for  pros- 
ecuting his  glorious  discoveries.  Witness  his  costly  expedi- 
tions to  the  Gulf  of  California.  His  enterprises  were  not  un- 
dertaken solely  for  mercenary  objects  ;  as  is  shown  by  the 
various  expeditions  he  set  on  foot  for  the  discovery  of  a  com- 
munication between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific.  In  his 
schemes  of  ambition  he  showed  a  respect  for  the  interests  of 
science,  to  be  referred  partly  to  the  natural  superiority  of  his 
mind,  but  partly,  no  doubt,  to  the  influence  of  early  education. 
It  is,  indeed,  hardly  possible,  that  a  person  of  his  wayward  and 
mercurial  temper  should  have  improved  his  advantages  at  th« 
*  ToAtamento  dc  Ileman  Cort^t,  MS. 
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University,  but  he  brought  away  from  it  a  tincture  of  scholarship, 
seldom  found  among  the  cavaliers  of  the  period,  and  which  had 
its  influence  in  enlarging  his  own  conceptions.  His  celebrated 
Letters  are  written  with  a  simple  elegance,  that,  as  I  have  al- 
ready had  occasion  to  remark,  have  caused  them  to  be  compared 
to  the  military  narrative  of  Caesar.  It  will  not  be  easy  to  find 
in  the  chronicles  of  the  period  a  more  concise,  yet  comprehen- 
sive, statement,  not  only  of  the  events  of  his  campaigns,  but  of 
the  circumstances  most  worthy  of  notice  in  the  character  of  the 
conquered  countries. 

Cortes  was  not  cruel ;  at  least,  not  cruel  as  compared  with 
most  of  those  who  followed  his  iron  trade.  The  path  of  the 
conqueror  is  necessarily  marked  with  blood.  He  was  not  too 
scrupulous,  indeed,  in  the  execution  of  his  plans.  He  swept 
away  the  obstacles  which  lay  in  his  track ;  and  his  fame  is 
darkened  by  the  commission  of  more  than  one  act  which  his 
boldest  apologists  will  find  it  hard  to  vindicate.  But  he  was  not 
wantonly  cruel.  He  allowed  no  outrage  on  his  unresisting  foes. 
This  may  seem  small  praise,  but  it  is  an  exception  to  the  usual 
conduct  of  his  countrymen  in  their  conquests,  and  it  is  some- 
thing to  be  in  advance  of  one's  time.  He  was  severe,  it  may 
be  added,  in  enforcing  obedience  to  his  orders  for  protecting 
their  persons  and  their  proporty.  With  his  licentious  crew,  it 
was,  sometimes,  not  without  hazard  that  he  was  so.  After  the 
Conquest,  he  sanctioned  the  system  of  repartimientos ;  but  so 
did  Columbus.  He  endeavored  to  regulate  it  by  the  most 
humane  laws,  and  continued  to  suggest  many  important  changes 
for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  natives.  The  best  commen- 
tary on  his  conduct,  in  this  respect,  is  the  deference  that  was 
shown  him  by  the  Indians,  and  the  confidence  with  which  they 
appealed  to  him  for  protection  in  all  their  subsequent  distresses. 
In  private  life  he  seems  to  have  had  the  power  of  attaching  to 
himself,  warmly,  those  who  were  near  his  person.  The  influence 
of  this  attachment  is  shown  in  every  page  of  Bernal  Diaz, 
though  his  work  was  written  to  vindicate  the  claims  of  the  sol- 
diers, in  opposition  to  those  of  the  general.  He  seems  to  have 
led  a  happy  life  with  his  first  wife,  in  their  humble  retirement  in 
Cuba  ;  and  regarded  the  second,  to  judge  from  the  expressions 
in  his  testament,  with  confidence  and  love.  Yet  he  cannot  be 
acquitted  from  the  charge  of  those  licentious  gallantries  which 
entered  too  generally  into  the  character  of  the  military  adven- 
turer of  that  day.  He  would  seem  also,  by  the  frequent  suits  in 
which  he  was  involved,  to  have  been  of  an  irritable  and  conten* 
tious  spirit.  But  much  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  irrita- 
bility of  a  man  who  had  been  too  long  accustom©*?  to  mdepen* 
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dent  sway,  patiently  to  endure  the  checks  and  control  of  the  petty 
spirits  who  were  incapable  of  comprehending  the  noble  charac- 
ter of  his  enterprises.  "He  thought,"  says  an  eminent  writer, 
"to  silence  his  enemies  by  the  brilliancy  of  the  new  career  on 
which  he  had  entered.  He  did  not  reflect,  that  these  enemies 
had  been  raised  by  the  very  grandeur  "and  rapidity  of  his  suc- 
cess."** He  was  rewarded  for  his  efforts  by  the  misinterpreta- 
tion of  his  motives  ;  by  the  calumnious  charges  of  squandering 
the  public  revenues  and  of  aspiring  to  independent  sovereignty. 
But,  although  we  may  admit  the  foundation  of  many  of  the 
grievances  alleged  by  Cortes,  yet,  when  we  consider  the  queru- 
lous tone  of  his  correspondence  and  the  frequency  of  his  litiga- 
tion, we  may  feel  a  natural  suspicion  that  his  proud  spirit  was 
too  sensitive  to  petty  slights,  and  loo  jealous  of  imaginary 
wrongs. 

One  trait  more  remains  to  be  noticed  in  the  character  of  this 
remarkable  man  ;  that  is,  his  bigotry,  the  failing  of  the  age, — 
for,  surely,  it  should  be  termed  only  a  failing.^  When  we  see 
the  hand,  red  with  the  blood  of  the  wretched  native,  raised  to  in- 
voke the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  the  cause  which  it  maintains, 
we  experience  something  like  a  sensation  of  disgust  at  the  act, 
and  a  doubt  of  its  sincerity.  But  this  is  unjust.  We  should 
throw  ourselves  back  (it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated)  into  the 
age  ;  the  age  of  the  Crusades.  For  every  Spanish  cavalier, 
however  sordid  and  selfish  might  be  his  private  motives,  felt 
himself  to  be  the  soldier  of  the  Cross.  Manv  of  them  would 
have  died  in  defence  of  it.  Whoever  has  read  the  correspond- 
ence of  Cortes,  or,  still  more,  has  attended  to  the  circumstances 
of  his  career,  will  hardly  doubt  that  he  would  have  been  among 
the  first  to  lay  down  his  life  for  the  Faith.  He  more  than  once 
perilled  life  and  fortune,  and  the  success  of  his  whole  enterprise, 
by  the  premature  and  most  impolitic  manner  in  which  he  would 
have  forced  conversion  on  the  natives.*     To  the   more    rational 

•*•  Humboldt,  Essai  politique,  torn.  II,  p.  267. 

^  An  extraordinary  anecdote  is  related  by  Cavo,  of  this  bipotry  (shall  we 
call  it  policy  ?)  of  Cortes.  "In  Mexico,"  says  the  hisioriuii.  "  ii  is  com- 
monly reported,  tliat,  after  the  Con(|iicst,  he  commanded,  that  on  Smula\s 
and  holidays  all  should  attend,  under  pain  of  a  certain  number  of  stripes,  to 
the  expounding  of  the  Scriptures.  The  general  was  himself  guilty  ot  an 
omission,  «^»n  one  occasion,  and,  after  having  listened  to  the  admonition  of  the 
priest,  subtritted,  with  edifying  huniilifv,  to  be  chastised  bv  him,  to  the  un- 
sfu-akable  amazement  ef  the  Indians  !  "     IlisL  dc  los  Ties  Siglus,  torn.  I.  p. 

•*»  '•  Al  Rpv  infitiitan  tirrrat, 

y  a  Dies  ift/im'/as  a/mas,** 

says  Lope  dc  Vrga.  commemorating  in  this  couplet  the  double  glorv  of  Cor- 
t<fs.  It  is  the  lif^nt  in  which  the  Concjucst  was  viewed  by  cvcrv  devout 
Spaniard  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
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spirit  of  the  present  day,  enlightened  by  a  purer  Christianity,  it 
may  seem  difficult  to  reconcile  gross  deviations  from  morals  with 
such  devotion  to  the  cause  of  religion.  But  the  religion  taught  in 
that  day  was  one  of  form  and  elaborate  ceremony.  In  the  punc- 
tilious attention  to  discipline,  the  spirit  of  Christianity  was  per- 
mitted to  evaporate.  The  mind,  occupied  with  forms,  thinks 
little  of  substance.  In  a  worship  that  is  addressed  too  exclu- 
sively to  the  senses,  it  is  often  the  case,  that  morality  becomes 
divorced  from  religion,  and  the  measure  of  righteousness  is 
determined  by  the  creed  rather  than  by  the  conduct. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  History,  I  have  given  a  description 
of  the  person  of  Cortes.^'  It  may  be  well  to  close  this  review 
of  his  character  by  the  account  of  his  manners  and  personal  hab- 
its left  us  by  Bernal  Diaz,  the  old  chronicler,  who  has  accom- 
panied us  through  the  whole  course  of  our  narrative,  and  who 
may  now  fitly  furnish  the  conclusion  of  it.  No  man  knew  his 
commander  better ;  and,  if  the  avowed  object  of  his  work  might 
naturally  lead  to  a  disparagement  of  Cortes,  this  is  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  warmth  of  his  personal  attachment,  and 
by  that  esp?'it  de  corps  which  leads  him  to  take  a  pride  in  the  re- 
nown of  his  general. 

*'  In  his  whole  appearance  and  presence,"  says  Diaz,  "  in  his 
discourse,  his  table,  his  dress,  in  everything,  in  short,  he  had  the 
air  of  a  great  lord.  His  clothes  were  in  the  fashion  of  the  time  ; 
he  set  little  value  on  silk,  damask,  or  velvet,  but  dressed  plainly 
and  exceedingly  neat  ;^  nor  did  he  wear  massy  chains  of  gold, 
but  simply  a  fine  one,  of  exquisite  workmanship,  from  which  was 
suspended  a  jewel  having  the  figure  of  our  Lady  the  Virgin  and 
her  precious  Son,  with  a  Latin  motto  cut  upon  it.  On  his  finger 
he  wore  a  splendid  diamond  ring ;  and  from  his  cap,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  fashion  of  that  day,  was  of  velvet,  hung  a  medal, 
the  device  of  which  I  do  not  remember.  He  was  magnificently 
attended,  as  became  a  man  of  his  rank,  with  chamberlains  and 
major-domos  and  many  pages  ;  and  the  service  dL  his  table  was 
splendid,  with  a  quantity  of  both  gold  and  silver  plate.  At  noon 
he  dined  heartily,  drinking  about  a  pint  of  wine  mixed  with 
water.  He  supped  well,  though  he  was  not  dainty  in  regard  to 
his  food,  caring  little  for  the  delicacies  of  the  table,  unless,  in- 
deed, on  such  occasions  as  made  attention  to  these  matters  of 
some  consequence.^ 

8"  Ante,  Vol,  I.  p.  170. 

^  So  Gomara  :  "  Vestia  mas  pulido  que  rico.  Era  hombre  limpisimo. ' 
Cronica,  cap.  238. 

8^  *'  Fue  mui  gran  comedor,  i  templado  en  el  beber,  teniendo  abundancia. 
Sufria  mucho  la  hambre  con  necesidad."     Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 
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"  He  was  acquainted  with  Latin,  and,  as  I  have  under- 
stood, was  made  Bachelor  of  Laws ;  and,  when  he  conversed 
with  learned  men  who  addressed  him  in  Latin,  he  answered 
them  in  the  same  language.  He  was  also  something  of  a  poet  ; 
his  conversation  was  agreeable,  and  he  had  a  pleasant  elocution. 
In  his  attendance  on  the  services  of  the  Church  he  was  most 
punctual,  devout  in  his  manner,  and  charitable  to  the  poor.*^ 

"  When  he  swore,  he  used  to  say,  '  On  my  conscience ';  and 
when  he  was  vexed  with  any  one,  '  Evil  betide  you.'  With  his 
men  he  was  very  patient ;  and  they  were  sometimes  impertinent 
and  even  insolent.  When  very  angry,  the  veins  in  his  throat  and 
forehead  would .  swell,  but  he  uttered  no  reproaches  against 
either  officer  or  soldier. 

"  He  was  fond  of  cards  and  dice,  and,  when  he  played,  was 
always  in  good  humor,  indulging  freely  in  jests  and  repartees. 
He  was  affable  with  his  followers,  especially  with  those  who  came 
over  with  him  from  Cuba.  In  his  campaigns  he  paid  strict  at- 
tention to  discipline,  frequently  going  the  rounds  himself  during 
the  night,  and  seeing  that  the  sentinels  did  their  duty.  He  en- 
tered the  quarters  of  his  soldiers  without  ceremony,  and  chided 
those  whom  he  found  without  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  say- 
ing, *  It  was  a  bad  sheep  that  could  not  carry  its  own  wool.'  On 
the  expedition  to  Honduras  he  acquired  the  habit  of  sleeping 
after  his  meals,  feeling  unwell  if  he  omitted  it ;  and,  however 
sultry  or  stormy  the  weather,  he  caused  a  carpet  or  his  cloak  to 
be  thrown  under  a  tree,  and  slept  soundly  for  some  time.  He 
was  frank  and  exceedingly  liberal  in  his  disposition,  until  the 
last  few  years  of  his  life,  when  he  was  accused  of  parsimony. 
But  we  should  consider  that  his  funds  were  employed  on  great 
and  costly  enterprises ;  and  that  none  of  these,  after  the  Con- 
quest, neither  his  expedition  to  Honduras,  nor  his  voyages  ^o 
California,  were  crowned  with  success.  It  was  perhaps  intended 
that  he  should  receive  his  recompense  in  a  better  world  ;  and  I 
fully  believe  it ;  for  he  was  a  good  cavalier,  most  true  in  his  de- 
votions to  the  Virgin,  to  the  Apostle  St.  Peter,  and  to  all  the 
other  Saints."*' 

Such  is  the  portrait,  which  has  been  left  to  us  by  the  faithful 
hand  most  competent  to  trace  it,  of  Hernando  Cortes,  the  Con- 
queror of  Mexico. 

*^'  fie  dispensed  a  thousand  ducats  every  year  in  his  ordinary  charities,  ac- 
cording to  (ioniara.  "  Oraiuhsinu)  liinosncro  ;  d.iba  cada  un  afio  mil  duca- 
<^  •s  de  limosna  orrlinaria."      Ibid.,  ubi  supra. 

^  Hist,  dc  la  Conquista,  cap.  201. 
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The  following  Essay  was  originally  designed  to  close  the  In- 
troductory Book,  to  which  it  properly  belongs.  It  was  written 
three  years  since,  at  the  same  time  with  that  part  of  the  work. 
I  know  of  no  work  of  importance,  having  reference  to  the  gen- 
eral subject  of  discussion,  which  has  appeared  since  that  period, 
except  Mr.  Bradford's  valuable  treatise  on  America?i  Antiquities, 
But,  in  respect  to  that  part  of  the  discussion  which  treats  of 
American  Architecture,  a  most  important  contribution  has  been 
made  by  Mr.  Stephens's  two  works,  containing  the  account  of  his 
visits  to  Central  America  and  Yucatan,  and  especially  by  the  last 
of  these  publications.  Indeed,  the  ground,  before  so  imperfectly 
known,  has  now  been  so  diligently  explored,  that  we  have  all 
the  light,  which  we  can  reasonably  expect,  to  aid  us  in  making 
up  our  opinion  in  regard  to  the  mysterious  monuments  of  Yuca- 
tan. It  only  remains,  that  the  exquisite  illustrations  of  Mr. 
Catherwood  should  be  published  on  a  larger  scale,  like  the  great 
works  on  the  subject  in  France  and  England,  in  order  to  exhibit 
to  the  eye  a  more  adequate  representation  of  these  magnificent 
ruins,  than  can  oe  given  in  the  limited  compass  of  an  octavo 
page. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  importance  of  Mr.  Stephens's  re- 
searches, I  have  not  availed  myself  of  them  to  make  any  addi- 
tions to  the  original  draft  of  this  Essay,  nor  have  1  rested  my 
conclusions  in  any  instance  on  his  authority.  These  conclusions 
had  been  formed  from  a  careful  study  of  the  narrative?  of  Dupaix 
and  VValdcck,  together  with  that  of  tlicir  splendid  illustrations 
of  the  remains  of  Palenque  and  Uxmal,  two  of  the  principal 
places  explored  by  Mr.  Stephens  ;  and  the  additional  facts,  col- 
lected by  him  from  the  vast  field  which  lie  has  surveyed,  so  far 
from  shaking  my  previous   deductions,  have  only  served  to  cor> 
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firm  them.  The  only  object  of  my  own  speculations  on  these 
remains  was,  to  ascertain  their  probable  origin,  or  rather  to  see 
what  light,  if  any,  they  could  throw  on  the  origin  of  Aztec  Civil- 
ization. The  reader,  on  comparing  my  reflections  with  those  of 
Mr.  Stephens  in  the  closing  chapters  of  his  two  works,  will  see 
that  I  have  arrived  at  inferences,  as  to  the  origin  and  probable 
antiquity  of  these  structures,  precisely  the  same  as  his.  Con- 
clusions, formed  under  such  different  circumstances,  serve  to 
corroborate  each  other  ;  and,  although  the  reader  will  find  here 
some  things  which  would  have  been  different,  had  I  been  guided 
by  the  light  now  thrown  on  the  path,  yet  I  prefer  not  to  disturb 
the  foundations  on  which  the  argument  stands,  nor  to  impair  its 
value, — if  it  has  any, — as  a  distinct  and  independent  testimony. 
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ORIGIN  OF  THE  MEXICAN  CIVILIZATION.— ANALO 
GIES  WITH  THE  OLD  WORLD. 


When  the  Europeans  first  touched  the  shores  of  America,  it 
was  as  if  they  had  alighted  on  another  planet, — every  thing  there 
was  so  different  from  what  they  had  before  seen.  They  were 
introduced  to  new  varieties  of  plants,  and  to  unknown  races  of 
animals  ;  while  man,  the  lord  of  all,  was  equally  strange,  in  com- 
plexion, language,  and  institutions.^  It  was  what  they  emphati- 
cally styled  it,  a  New  World.  Taught  by  their  faiih  to  derive  all 
created  beings  from  one  source,  they  felt  a  natural  perplexity  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  these  distant  and  insulated  regions  could 
have  obtamed  their  inhabitants.  The  same  curiosity  was  felt 
by  their  countr)'men  at  home,  and  the  European  scholars  be- 
wildered their  brains  with  speculations  on  the  best  way  of  solv- 
ing this  interesting  problem. 

In  accounting  for  the  presence  of  animals  there,  some  imaji^- 
ined  that  the  two  hemispheres  might  once  have  been  joined  in 
the  extreme  North,  so  as  to  have  afforded  an  easy  communica- 
tion.^ Others,  embarrassed  by  the  difficulty  of  transporting  in- 
hal)itants  of  the  tropics  across  the  Arctic  regions,  revived  the 
old  story  of  Pinto's  Atlantis,  that  huge  island,  now  submerged, 
which  might   have  stretched  from  the    shores  of  Africa  to  the 


■&■ 
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'  The  names  of  many  animals  in  the  New  World,  indeed,  have  been  fre- 
ncntly  borrf)\vc(l  from  the  Old;  hut  the  species  are  verv  different.  **  When 
tne  Spaniards  landed  in  Ameri(  a."  savs  an  eminent  naturalist,  "  ihev  diti  not 
find  a  single  animal  they  were  a(<|uaintr(l  with  ;  not  onr  of  the  (juadrupcili 
of  Kurope.  Asia,  or  Africa,"  Lawrcncr,  I-ctturrs  on  Physiology,  2LouK>Ky, 
anil  tlie  Natural  History  of  Man,  (London,  1819,)  p.  25a 

■^  Acobia,  lil),  I,  cap.  lO. 
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eastern  borders  of  the  new  continent  ;  while  they  saw  vestiges 
of  a  similar  convulsion  of  nature  in  the  green  islands  sprinkled 
over  the  Pacific,  once  the  mountain  summits  of  a  vast  continent, 
now  buried  beneath  the  waters.^  Some,  distrusting  the  existence 
of  revolutions,  of  which  no  record  was  preserved,  suppose  that 
animals  might  have  found  their  way  across  the  ocean  by  various 
means  ;  the  birds  of  stronger  wing  by  flight  over  the  narrowest 
spaces  ;  while  the  tamer  kinds  of  quadrupeds  might  easily  have 
been  transported  by  men  in  boats,  and  even  the  more  ferocious, 
as  tigers,  bears,  and  the  like,  have  been  brought  over  in  the  same 
manner,  when  young,  "  for  amusement  and  the  pleasure  of  the 
chase" !  *  Others,  again,  maintained  the  equally  probable  opin- 
ion, that  angels,  who  had,  doubtless,  taken  charge  of  them  in  the 
ark,  had  also  superintended  their  distribution  afterwards  over 
the  different  parts  of  the  globe.^  Such  were  the  extremities  to 
which  even  thinking  minds  were  reduced,  in  their  eagerness  to 
reconcile  the  literal  interpretation  of  Scripture  with  the  phenom- 
ena of  nature  !  The  philosophy  of  a  later  day  conceives  that  it 
is  no  departure  from  this  sacred  authority  to  follow  the  sugges- 
tions of  science,  by  referring  the  new  tribes  of  animals  to  a  crea- 
tion, since  the  deluge,  in  those  places  for  which  they  were  clearly 
intended  by  corfstitution  and  habits.® 

Man  would  not  seem  to  present  the  same  embarrassments,  in 
the  discussion,  as  the  inferior  orders.  He  is  fitted  by  nature  for 
every  climate,  the  burning  sun  of  the  tropics  and  the  icy  atmos- 
phere of  the  North.  He  wanders  indifferently  over  the  sands  of 
the  desert,  the  waste  of  polar  snows,  and  the  pathless  ocean. 
Neither  mountains  nor  seas  intimidate  him,  and.  by  the  aid  of 
mechanical  contrivances,  he  accomplishes  journeys  which  birds 
of  boldest  wing  would  perish  in  attempting.  Without  ascending 
to  the  high  northern  latitudes,  where  the  continents  of  Asia  and 
America  approach  within  fifty  miles  of  each  other,  it  would  be 
«asy  for  the  inhabitant  of  Eastern   Tartary  or  Japan  to  steer  his 

3  Count  Carli  shows  much  ingenuity  and  learning  in  support  of  the  famous 
Egyptian  traditi  n,  reco  ded  by  Plato,  in  his  "  Timoeus," — of  the  good  faith 
of  which  the  Ital.an  philosopher  nothing  doubts.  Lettres  Americ,  torn.  II. 
let.  36-39. 

4  Garcia,  Ori'g  n  de  los  Indios  de  el  NuevoMundo,  (Madrid,  1729,)  cap.  4. 
^  Torquemada  Mona.  "  .  Ind.,  lib.  i,  cap.  8. 

6  Prichard,  R  se.-rches  into  the  Physical  History  of  Mankind,  (London, 
1826,)  vo    I.  p   81,  et  seq. 

He  may  find  an  orthodox  authority  of  respectable  antiquity,  for  a  similar 
hypothesis,  in  St.  Augustine,  who  plainly  intimates  his  belief,  that,  "as  by 
God's  command,  at  the  time  of  the  creation,  the  earth  brought  forth  the  liv- 
ing creature  after  his  kind,  so  a  similar  process  must  have  taken  place  after 
the  deluge,  in  islands  too  remote  to  be  reached  by  animals  from  the  conti- 
nent."    De  Civitate  Dei,  ap.  Opera,  (Parisiis,  1636,)  torn.  V.  p.  987. 
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canoe  from  islet  to  islet,  quite  across  to  the  American  shore,  with- 
out ever  being  on  the  ocean  more  than  two  days  at  a  time."  The 
communication  is  somewhat  more  difficult  on  the  Atlantic  side. 
But  even  there,  Iceland  was  occupied  by  colonies  of  Europeans 
many  hundred  years  before  the  discovery  by  Columbus  ;  and 
the  transit  from  Iceland  to  America  is  comparatively  easy.^  In- 
dependently of  these  channels,  others  were  opened  in  the 
southern  hemisphere,  by  means  of  the  numerous  islands  in  the 
Pacific.  The  population  of  America  is  not  nearly  so  difficult  a 
problem,  as  that  of  these  little  spots.  But  experience  shows  how 
practicable  the  communication  may  have  been,  even  with  such 
sequestered  places.^  The  savage  has  been  picked  up  in  his  canoe, 
after  drifting  hundreds  of  leagues  on  the  open  ocean,  and  sus- 
taining life,  for  months,  by  the  rain  from  heaven,  and  such  fish 
as  he  could  catch. ■^'^  The  instances  are  not  very  rare  ;  and  it 
would  be  strange,  if  these  wandering  barks  should  not  sometimes 
have  been  intercepted  by  the  great  continent,  which  stretches 
across  the  globe,  in  unbroken  continuity,  almost  from  pole  to 
pole.  No  doubt,  history  could  reveal  to  us  more  than  one  ex- 
ample of  men,  who,  thus  driven  upon  the  American  shores,  have 
mingled  their  blood  with  that  of  the  primitive  races  who  occu- 
pied them. 

The  real  difficulty  is  not,  as  with  the  animals,  to  explain  how 
man   could  have    reached   America,   but  from  what  quarter   he 

■  Beechey,  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  and  Beering's  Strait,  (London,  1831,) 
Part  2,  Appendix.  —  Humboldt,  Examen  Critique  de  THistoire  de  la  Geog- 
raphic du  Nouveau  Continent,  (Paris,  1837,)  toni.  II.  p.  5S. 

"  Whatever  skcjjticisni  may  have  been  entertained  as  to  the  visit  of  the 
Northmen,  in  the  eleventh  century,  to  the  coasts  of  the  great  continent,  it  is 
probably  set  at  rest  in  the  minds  of  most  scholars,  since  the  publication  of 
the  original  documents,  by  the  Royal  Society  at  Copenhagen.  (See,  in  jiar- 
ticular.  Antirpiitatcs  Americanae,  (Ilafuiac,  1837,)  pp.  7(^-200.)  How  far 
south  they  penetrated  is  not  so  easily  settled. 

»  The  most  remarkable  example,  probably,  of  a  direct  intercourse  between 
remote  i)oints,  is  furnished  us  in'  Captain  Cook,  who  found  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Zealand  not  only  with  the  same  religion,  but  speaking  the  same  lan- 
gu.i^.r,  as  the  people  of  Otahcite,  distant  more  than  2,000  miles.  The  com- 
parison of  the  two  vocabularies  establishes  the  fact.  Cook's  Voyages, 
(Dublin,  17S4,)  vol.  I.  book  I,  chap.  8. 

•'  I'he  eloquent  Lyell  closes  an  cnimicration  of  some  extraordinarv  and 
well-attested  instances  of  this  kind  with  remarking,  "  W.re  the  whole  of 
mankind  now  cut  off,  with  the  exception  of  one  family,  inhabiting  ihe  old  or 
new  continent,  or  .\ustralja.  or  even  some  coral  islet  of  thr  Pacific,  wc  should 
expect  their  descenrlmts,  thoiiph  ihev  should  never  Ik  tome  more  enlight- 
ened than  the  .South-Sea  Ishuulers  or  the  ICs(juimaux,  to  spread,  in  thr  course 
of  ages,  over  the  whole  earth,  diffuseil  partly  by  the  trndcncv  of  population 
to  increase  bcvond  the  means  of  subsistence  in  .1  limited  distrii  t.  and  partW 
bv  tht  arcidcntal  driftinc  of  canoes  by  tides  and  currents  to  di.stant  shoro*.^ 
Principles  of  Geology,  (]x»ndon,  1832,)  vol.  II.  p.  121. 


584  APPENDIX. 

actually  has  reached  it.  In  surveying  the  whole  extent  of  the 
New  World,  it  was  found  to  contain  two  great  families,  one  in 
the  lowest  stage  of  civilization,  composed  of  hunters,  and 
another  nearly  as  far  advanced  in  refinement  as  the  semi-civilized 
empires  of  Asia.  The  more  polished  races  were  probably  unac- 
quainted with  the  existence  of  each  other  on  the  different  con- 
tinents of  America,  and  had  as  little  intercourse  with  the  bar- 
barian tribes,  by  whom  they  were  surrounded.  Yet  they  had 
some  things  in  common  both  with  these  last  and  with  one  an- 
other, which  remarkably  distinguished  them  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Old  World.  They  had  a  common  complexion  and  physi- 
cal organization, — at  least,  bearing  a  more  uniform  character 
than  is  found  among  the  nations  of  any  other  quarter  of  the 
globe.  They  had  some  usages  and  institutions  in  common,  and 
spoke  languages  of  similar  construction,  curiously  distinguished 
from  those  in  the  eastern  hemisphere. 

Whence  did  the  refinement  of  these  more  polished  races 
come  ?  Was  it  only  a  higher  development  of  the  same  Indian 
character,  which  we  see,  in  the  more  northern  latitudes,  defying 
every  attempt  at  permanent  civilization  }  Was  it  engrafted  on  a 
race  of  higher  order  in  the  scale  originally,  but  self-instructed, 
working  its  way  upward  by  its  own  powers  ?  Was  it,  in  short, 
an  indigenous  civilization  ?  or  was  it  borrowed  in  some  degree 
from  the  nations  in  the  Eastern  World  1  If  indigenous,  how 
are  we  to  explain  the  singular  coincidence  with  the  East  in  in- 
stitutions and  opinions  ?  If  Oriental,  how  shall  we  account  for 
the  great  dissimilarity  in  language,  and  for  the  ignorance  of 
some  of  the  most  simple  and  useful  arts,  which,  once  known,  it 
would  seem  scarcely  possible  should  have  been  forgotten  .-*  This 
is  the  riddle  of  the  Sphinx,  which  no  CEdipus  has  yet  had  the 
ingenuity  to  solve.  It  is,  however,  a  question  of  deep  interest 
to  every  curious  and  intelligent  observer  of  his  species.  And 
it  has  accordingly  occupied  the  thoughts  of  men,  from  the  first 
discovery  of  the  country  to  the  present  time ;  when  the  extraor- 
dinary monuments  brought  to  light  in  Central  America  have 
given  a  new  impulse  to  inquiry,  by  suggesting  the  probability, 
■ — the  possibility,  rather, — that  surer  evidences  than  any  hither- 
to known  might  be  afforded  for  establishing  the  fact  of  a  positive 
communication  with  the  other  hemisphere. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  add  many  pages  to  the  volumes  al- 
ready written  on  this  inexhaustible  topic.  The  subject — as  re- 
marked by  a  writer  of  a  philosophical  mind  himself,  and  who 
has  done  more  than  any  other  for  the  solution  of  the  mystery — ■ 
is  of  too  speculative  a  nature  for  history,  almost  for  philoso 
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phy."  But  this  work  would  be  incomplete,  without  affording  the 
reader  the  means  of  judging  for  himself  as  to  the  true  sources 
of  the  peculiar  civilization  already  described,  by  exhibiting  to 
him  the  alleged  points  of  resemblance  with  the  ancient  conti- 
nent. In  doing  this,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  my  proper  sub- 
ject, the  Mexicans,  or  to  what,  in  some  way  or  other,  may  have 
a  bearing  on  this  subject ;  proposing  to  state  only  real  points  of 
resemblance,  as  they  are  supported  by  evidence,  and  stripped, 
as  far  as  possible,  of  the  illusions  with  which  they  have  been  in- 
vested by  the  pious  credulity  of  one  party,  and  the  risionary 
system-building  of  another. 

An  obvious  analogy  is  found  in  cosmogonai  traditions  and  re- 
ligious usages.  The  reader  has  already  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  Aztec  system  of  four  great  cycles,  at  the  end  of  each 
of  which  the  world  was  destroyed,  to  be  again  regenerated.'^ 
The  belief  in  these  periodical  convulsions  of  nature,  through 
the  agency  of  some  one  or  other  of  the  elements,  was  familiar 
to  many  countries  in  the  eastern  hemisphere  ;  and,  though  vary- 
ing in  detail,  the  general  resemblance  of  outline  furnishes  an 
argument  in  favor  of  a  common  origin. ^^ 

No  tradition  has  been  more  widely  spread  among  nations  than 
that  of  a  Deluge.  Independently  of  tradition,  indeed,  it  would 
seem  to  be  naturally  suggested  by  the  interior  structure  of  the 
earth,  and  by  the  elevated  places  on  which  marine  substances 
are  found  to  be  deposited.  It  was  the  received  notion  under 
some  form  or  other,  of  the  most  civilized  people  in  the  Old 
World,  and  of  the   barbarians  of  the   new."     The   Aztecs  com- 

^'  L.i  quc«;tion  gcnerale  de  la  premiere  origine  drs  habitans  d'un  continent 
est  audeli  des  limitcs  prescrites  k  rhistoirc ;  pciii-6tre  memc  n'est-cUe  pas 
unc  (juestion  philosophique."     Humboldt,  Essai  Politique,  torn.  I.  p.  349. 

^  Ante,  Vol.  I.  p.  61. 

1*  The  fanciful  division  of  time  into  four  or  five  cycles  or  ages  was  found 
among  the  Hindoos,  (Asiatic  Researches,  v(^l.  II.  mem.  7,)  tiie  Thiljeti.ms, 
(Miiml)oldt,  Vues  des  Cordilltres,  p.  210,)  the  Persians.  (P.aillv,  Traite  dc 
I'A^tronomi'*.  (Paris,  17.S7,)  tom.  I.  discours  preliminaire, )  the  (irecks, 
(Hf'siod,  "Wpyn  Kai  'H/i/yxi,  v.  108,  et  seq.,)  and  other  people,  doubtless. 
The  five  ages  in  the  Grecian  cosmogony  had  reference  to  moral,  rather  than 
phvsiral  |)henomcna, — a  proof  of  higher  civilization. 

^*  The  Chaldean  and  Hebrew  ar<  otmts  of  the  Deluge  are  ncarlvthe  same. 
The  parallel  is  pursued  in  Palfrev's  ingenious  Lectures  on  the  Jewish 
Scriptures  and  Antiquities,  (Hoston  1840.)  vol.  l\.  Icct.  21,  22.  Among  the 
Paean  writers,  none  a|>proarh  so  near  to  the  Scripture  narrative  as  Lucian. 
who,  in  his  ar( mint  of  the  (ircck  ti.:rlitions.  speaks  of  the  ark,  and  the  pairs 
ofdiffrrrnl  kinds  of  animals.  (De  I>c/i  Svrift,  sec.  12.)  The  same  thing  is 
found  in  the  Phagawatn  Piirana,  a  Hindoo  poem  of  great  antiquity.  (Asiatic 
Researches,  vol.  11.  mem.  7.)  The  simple  tradition  of  a  universal  inundation 
was  preserved  among  most  of  the  AlK)rigincs,  probably  of  the  Western 
World.     See    McCulloh,  Researches,  p.  147. 
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bined  with  this  some  particular  circumstances  of  a  more  arbi 
trary  character,  resembling  the  accounts  of  the  East.  They  be^ 
lieved  that  two  persons  survived  the  deluge,  a  man,  named  Cox* 
cox,  and  his  wife.  Their  heads  are  represented  in  ancient 
paintings,  together  with  a  boat  floating  on  the  waters,  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain.  A  dove  is  also  depicted,  with  the  hieroglyphi' 
cal  emblem  of  languages  in  his  mouth,  which  he  is  distrib- 
uting to  the  children  of  Coxcox,  who  were  born  dumb.-^  The 
neighboring  people  of  Michuacan,  inhabiting  the  same  high 
plains  of  the  Andes,  had  a  still  further  tradition,  that  the  boat, 
in  which  Tezpi,  their  Noah,  escaped,  was  filled  with  various  kinds 
of  animals  and  birds.  After  some  time,  a  vulture  was  sent  out 
from  it,  but  remained  feeding  on  the  dead  bodies  of  the  giants, 
which  had  been  left  on  the  earth,  as  the  waters  subsided.  The 
little  humming-bird,  huitzitzilin^  was  then  sent  forth,  and  re- 
turned with  a  twig  in  its  mouth.  The  coincidence  of  both  these 
accounts  with  the  Hebrew  and  Chaldean  narratives  is  obvious. 
It  were  to  be  wished  that  the  authority  for  the  Michuacan  ver- 
sion were  more  satisfactory.^® 

On  the  way  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  capital,  not  far  from 
the  modern  city  of  Puebla,  stands  the  venerable  relic, — with 
which  the  reader  has  become  familiar  in  the  course  of  the  nar- 
rative,— called  the  temple  of  Cholula.  It  is,  as  he  will  remem- 
ber, a  pyramidal  mound,  built,  or  rather  cased,  with  unburnt  brick, 
rising  to  the  height  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet.  The 
popular  tradition  of  the  natives  is,  that  it  was  erected  by  a  family 

15  This  tradition  of  the  Aztecs  is  recorded  in  an  ancient  hieroglyphical 
map,  first  published  in  Gemelli  Carreri's  Giro  del  Mondo.  (See  torn.  VI. 
p.  38,  ed.  Napoli,  1700.)  Its  authenticity,  as  well  as  the  integrity  of  Carreri 
himself,  on  which  some  suspicions  have  been  thrown,  (see  Robertson's 
America,  (London,  1796,  vol.  Ill,  note  26,)  has  been  successfully  vindicated 
by  Boturini,  Clavigero,  and  Humboldt,  all  of  whom  trod  in  the  steps  of  the 
Italian  traveller.  (Boturini,  Idea,  p.  54. — Humboldt,  Vues  des  Cordilleres, 
pp.  223,  224. — Clavigero,  Stor.  del  Messico,  tom.  I.  p.  24.)  The  map  is  a 
copy  from  one  in  the  curious  collection  of  Siguenza.  It  has  all  the  character 
of  a  genuine  Aztec  picture,  with  the  appearance  of  being  retouched,  especially 
in  the  costumes,  by  some  later  artist.  The  painting  of  the  four  ages,  in  the 
Vatican  codex,  No.  3730,  represents  also  the  two  figures  in  the  boat,  escaping 
the  great  cataclysm.     Antiq.  of  Mexico,  vol.  I.  PI.  7. 

1^  I  have  met  with  no  other  voucher  for  this  remarkable  tradition  than 
Clavigero;  (Stor.  del  Messico,  dissert,  i;)  a  good,  though  certainly  not  the 
best,  authority,  when  he  gives  us  no  reason  for  our  faith.  Humboldt, 
however,  does  not  distrust  the  tradition.  (See  Vues  des  Cordilleres,  p.  226.) 
He  is  not  so  skeptical  as  Vater;  who,  in  allusion  to  the  stories  of  the  Flood, 
remarks,  "  I  have  purposely  omitted  noticing  the  resemblance  of  religious 
notions,  for  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  separate  from  such  views  every 
influence  of  Christian  ideas,  if  it  be  only  from  an  imperceptible  confusion  in 
the  mind  of  the  narrator."  Mithridates,  oder  allgemeine  Sprachenkunde, 
(Berlin,  1812,)  theil  III,  abteeil  3,  p.  82,  note. 
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of  giants,  who  had  escaped  the  great  inundation,  and  designed 
to  raise  the  building  to  the  clouds  ;  but  the  gods,  offended  with 
their  presumption,  sent  fires  from  heaven  on  the  pyramid,  and 
compelled  them  to  abandon  the  attempt.^'  The  partial  coinci- 
dence of  this  legend  with  the  Hebrew  account  of  the  tower  of 
Babel,  received,  also,  by  other  nations  of  the  East,  cannot  be 
denied. ^^  But  one  who  has  not  examined  the  subject,  will  scarce- 
ly credit  what  bold  hypotheses  have  been  reared  on  this  slender 
basis. 

Another  point  of  coincidence  is  found  in  the  goddess  Cioaco- 
atl,  "  our  lady  and  mother  ";  "  the  first  goddess  who  brought 
forth  ";  "  who  bequeathed  the  sufferings  of  childbirth  to  women, 
as  the  tribute  of  death'*;  "by  whom  sin  came  into  the  world." 
Such  was  the  remarkable  language  applied  by  the  Aztecs  to 
this  venerated  deity.  She  was  usually  represented  with  a  ser- 
pent near  her;  and  her  name  signified  the  "serpent-woman." 
In  all  this  we  see  much  to  remind  us  of  the  mother  of  the  hu- 
man family,  the  Eve  of  the  Hebrew  and  Syrian  nations.^'"* 

1^  This  story,  so  irreconcilable  with  the  vulgar  Aztec  tradition,  which 
admits  only  two  survivors  of  the  Deluge,  was  still  lingering  among  the  natives 
of  the  place,  on  M.  de  Humboldt's  visit  there.  (Vues  des  Cordill^res, 
PP)  3^  32-)  It  agrees  with  that  given  by  the  interpreter  of  the  Vatican 
Codex;  (Antiq.  of  Mexico,  vol.  VI.  p.  192,  et  seq.;)  a  writer,— probably  a 
monk  of  the  sixteenth  century, — in  whom  ignorance  and  dogmatism  contend 
for  mastery.  See  a  precious  specimen  of  both,  in  his  account  of  the  Aztec 
chronology,  in  the  very  pages  above  referred  to. 

i»  A  tradition,  very  similar  to  the  Hebrew  one,  existed  among  the  Chal- 
deans and  the  Hindoos.  (Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  HI.  mem.  16.)  The 
natives  of  Chiapa,  also,  according  to  the  bishop  Nunez  de  la  Vega,  had  a 
story,  cited  as  genuine  by  Humboldt,  (Vues  des  Cordill^res,  p.  1 48,)  which 
not  oulv  agrees  with  the  Scripture  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Babel  was 
built,  but  with  that  of  the  subsequent  dispersion,  and  the  confusion  of 
tongues.  A  verv  marvellous  coincidence  !  Hut  who  shall  vouch  for  the 
authenticity  of  the  tradition  .>  The  bishop  flourished  towards  the  close  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  He  drew  his  information  from  hieroglvphical  maps, 
and  an  Indian  MS.,  which  Boturini  in  vain  endeavored  to  recover.  In  c», 
ploring  these,  he  borrowed  the  aid  of  the  natives,  who,  as  Boturini  informs 
us,  frequently  led  the  good  man  into  errors  and  absurdities;  of  which  he 
gives  several  specimens.  (Idea,  p.  116,  et  se(|)— Boturini  himself  has  fallen 
fntoan  error  efpially  great,  in  regard  to  a  map  of  this  same  Cholul.in  pvramid; 
which  Clavigero  shf)ws,  far  from  being  a  genuine  antitpie,  was  the  forgery  of 
a  later  day.  (Stor.  del  Mcssico,  torn.  I.  p.  130,  nota.)  It  is  impossible  to 
get  a  firm  footing  in  the  quicksands  of  tradition.  The  further  wc  arc  removed 
from  the  Conquest,  the  more  difficult  it  l)ccomes  to  decide  what  belongs  to 
the  primitive  Aztec,  and  what  to  the  Christian  convert. 

1"  Sah.agun,  Hist,  de  Nucva  Ksi)ana,  lib.   i,  cap.  6;  lib.  6.  cap.  28,  33. 

Tor(|Ucm.uJa,  not  content  with  the  honest  record  of  his  predecessor,  whose 
MS.  lay  before  him,  tells  us,  that  the  Mexican  Kve  had  two  sons,  Cain  and 
Abol,  (Monarch.  Ind.,  lib.  6,  cap.  31.)  The  ancient  interpreters  of  the 
Vatican  and  Tcllerian  Codices  add  the  further  tradition,  of  her  bringing  tia 
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But  none  of  the  deities  of  the  country  suggested  su^h  aston- 
ishing analogies  with  Scripture,  as  Quetzalcoatl,  with  whom  the 
reader  has  already  been  made  acquainted.^  He  was  the  white 
man,  wearing  a  long  beard,  who  came  from  the  East ;  and  who, 
after  presiding  over  the  golden  age  of  Anahuac,  disappeared  as 
mysteriously  as  he  had  come,  on  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean.  As 
he  promised  to  return  at  some  future  day,  his  reappearance  was 
looked  for  with  confidence  by  each  succeeding  generation.  There 
is  little  in  these  circumstances  to  remind  one  of  Christianity. 
But  the  curious  antiquaries  of  Mexico  found  out,  that  to  this  god 
were  to  be  referred  the  institution  of  ecclesiastical  communities, 
reminding  one  of  the  monastic  societies  of  the  Old  World ;  that 
of  the  rites  of  confession  and  penance  ;  and  the  knowledge  even 
of  the  great  doctrines  of  the  Trinity  and  the  Incarnation  P  One 
party,  with  pious  industry,  accumulated  proofs  to  establish  his 
identity  with  the  Apostle  St.  Thomas  -^  while  another,  with  less 
scrupulous  faith,  saw,  in  his  anticipated  advent  to  regenerate  the 
nation,  the  type,  dim-veiled,  of  the  Messiah  !  ^ 

Yet  we  should  have  charity  for  the  missionaries  who  first 
landed  in  this  world  of  wonders  ;  where,  while  man  and  nature 
wore  so  strange  an  aspect,  they  were  astonished  by  occasional 
glimpses  of  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  reminded  them  of  a 
purer  faith.  In  their  amazement,  they  did  not  reflect,  whether 
these  things  were  not  the  natural  expression  of  the  religious  feel- 
ing common  to  all  nations  who  have  reached  even  a  moderate 
civilization.  They  did  not  inquire,  whether  the  same  things 
were  not  practised  by  other  idolatrous  people.  They  could  not 
suppress  their  wonder,  as  they  beheld  the  Cross,  the  sacred  em- 

and  sorrow  into  the  world  by  plucking  the  forbidden  rose;  ( Antiq.  of  Mexico, 
vol.  VI.,  explan.  of  PL  7,  20;)  and  Veytia  remembers  to  have  seen  a  Toltec 
or  Aztec  map,  representing  a  garden  with  a  singletree  in  it,  round  which  was 
coiled  the  serpent  with  a  human  face!  (Hist  Antig.,  lib.  i,  cap.  i.)  After 
this  we  may  be  prepared  for  Lord  Kingsborough's  deliberate  conviction,  that 
the  *'  Aztecs  had  a  clear  knowledge  of  the  Old  Testament,  and,  most 
probably,  of  the  New,  though  somewhat  corrupted  by  time,  and  hieroglyphics  "  I 
Antiq.  of  Mexico,  vol.  VI.  p.  409. 

^  Ante,  Vol.  I.  pp.  59,  60. 

21  Veytia,  Hist.  Antig.,  lib.  i,  cap.  15. 

^  Ibid.,  lib.  I,  cap.  19. — A  sorry  argument,  even  for  a  casuist.  See,  also, 
the  elaborate  dissertation  of  Dr.Mier,  (apud  Sahagun,  lib.  3,  Suplem.,)  which 
settles  the  question  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  reporter,  Bustamante. 

23  See,  among  others,  Lord  Kingsborough's  reading  of  the  Borgian  codex, 
and  the  interpreters  of  the  Vatican,  (Antiq.  of  Mexico,  Vol.  VI.,  explan  oi 
PI.  3,  10,  41,)  equally  well  skilled  with  his  lordship, — and  Sir  Hudibras,— 
in  unravelling  mysteries  : 

*'  Whose  primitive  tradition  reaches, 
As  far  as  Adam's  first  green  breeches^'' 
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blem  of  their  own  faith,  raised  as  an  object  of  worship  in  the 
temples  of  Anahuac.  They  met  with  it  in  various  places;  and 
the  image  of  a  cross  may  be  seen  at  this  day,  sculptured  in  bas- 
relief,  on  the  walls  of  one  of  the  buildings  of  Palenque,  while  a 
figure  bearing  some  resemblance  to  that  of  a  child  is  held  up  to 
it,  as  if  in  adoration.^ 

Their  surprise  was  heightened,  when  they  witnessed  a  reli- 
gious rite  which  reminded  them  of  the  Christian  communion. 
On  these  occasions,  an  image  of  the  tutelary  deity  of  the  Aztecs 
was  made  of  the  flour  of  maize,  mixed  with  blood,  and  after  con- 
secration by  the  priests,  was  distributed  among  the  people,  who, 
as  they  ate  it,  "showed  signs  of  humiliation  and  sorrow,  declar- 
ing it  was  the  flesh  of  the  deity!  "^  How  could  the  Roman 
Catholic  fail  to  recognize  the  awful  ceremony  of  the  Eucha- 
rist? 

With  the  same  feelings  they  witnessed  another  ceremony,  that 
of  the  Aztec  baptism  ;  in  which,  after  a  solemn  invocation,  the 
head  and  lips  of  the  infant  were  touched  with  water,  and  a  name 
was  given  to  it;  while  the  goddess  Cioacoatl,  who  presided  over 
childbirth,  was  implored,  "  that  the  sin,  which  was  given  to  us 
before  the  beginning  of  the  world,  might  not  visit  the  child,  but 
that,  cleansed  by  these  waters,  it  might  live  and  be  born  anew  !"  * 

*♦  Antiquites  Mexicnincs,  exped.  3,  PI.  36. 

The  figures  are  surrounded  by  hiert^glvphics  of  most  arbitrary  character, 
I>crhaps  phonetic  (See  also  Iierrera,  itist.  General,  dec.  2,  lib.  3,  cap.  i. — 
Gomara,  Cronica  de  la  Nueva  P^spana,  cap.  15,  aj).  Barcia,  torn.  II.)  [Mr. 
Stephens  considers  that  the  celebrated  "Cozumel  Cross,"  preserved  at 
Mcrida,  which  claims  the  credit  of  being  the  same  originally  worshipped  by 
the  natives  of  Cozumel,  is,  after  all,  nothing  but  a  cross  that  was  erected  by 
the  Spaniards  in  one  of  their  own  temples  in  that  island  after  the  Conquest. 
This  fact  he  regards  as  *'com|)letely  invalidating  the  strongest  proof  offered 
at  this  day,  that  the  Cross  was  recognized  by  the  Indians  as  a  symbol  of 
worship."  (Travels  in  Yucatan,  vol.  II.  chap.  20-)  But,  admitting  the  truth 
of  this  statement,  that  the  Cozumel  Cross  is  only  a  Christian  relic,  which  the 
ingenious  traveller  has  made  extremely  probable,  his  inference  is  by  no  means 
admissible.  Nothing  could  be  more  natural  than  that  the  friars  in  Merida 
should  endeavor  to  give  celebrity  to  their  convent  by  making  it  the  posses- 
sor of  so  rcmarkai)le  a  monument  as  the  very  relic  which  proved,  in  their 
eyes,  that  Christianity  had  been  preached  at  some  earlier  date  among  the 
natives.  But  the  real  proof  of  the  existence  of  the  Cross,  as  an  object  of 
worship,  in  the  New  World,  does  not  rest  on  such  spurious  monuments  as 
these,  l)ut  on  the  unecpiivocal  testimony  of  the  Spanish  discoverers  them- 
selves.] .  .     J 

^  "  Lo  recibian  con  gran  rcvercnria,  hniniliarion,  y  l.igrimas,  dicicndo  que 
comian  la  came  dc  b«>  Dios,"  Vcytia,  Hi^l.  Aiilig.,  lil).  i.  cap.  iS. — Also, 
Acosta,  lib.  5,  cap.  24. 

'^  Ante,  Vol.  I.,  p.  64.— Sahagun,  Hist,  de  Nueva  F.spaf^a,  lib.  6,  cap. 
37. 

That  the  reader  may  see.  for  himself,  how  like,  yc<  how  unlike,  the  Ast«ff 
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It  is  true,  these  several  rites  were  attended  with  many  pecu- 
liarities, very  unlike  those  in  any  Christian  church.  But  the 
fathers  fastened  their  eyes  exclusively  on  the  points  of  resem- 
blance. They  were  not  aware,  that  the  Cross  was  the  symbol 
of  worship,  of  the  highest  antiquity,  in  Egypt  and  Syria ;  ^'  and 
that  rites,  resembling  those  of  communion  ®  and  baptism,  were 
practised  by  Pagan  nations,  on  whom  the  light  of  Christianity  had 

rite  was  to  the  Christian,  T  give  the  translation  of  Sahagun's  account,  at 
length. 

"  When  every  thing  necessary  for  the  baptism  had  been  made  ready,  all 
the  relations  of  the  child  were  assembled,  and  the  midwife,  who  was  the  per- 
son that  performed  the  riie  of  baptism,  was  summoned.  At  early  dawn, 
they  met  together  in  the  court-yard  of  the  house.  When  the  sun  had  risen, 
the  midwife,  taking  the  child  in  her  arms,  called  for  a  little  earthen  vessel  of 
water,  while  those  about  her  placed  the  ornaments  which  had  been  prepared 
for  the  baptism  in  the  midst  of  the  court.  To  perform  the  rite  of  baptism, 
she  placed  herself  with  her  face  towards  the  west,  and  immediately  began  to 

go  through  certain  ceremonies After  this  she  sprinkled  water   on 

the  head  of  the  infant,  saying,  '  O,  my  child  !  take  and  receive  the  water  of 
the  Lord  of  the  world,  which  is  our  life,  and  is  given  for  the  increasing  and 
renewing  of  our  body.  It  is  to  wash  and  purify.  I  pray  that  these  heavenly 
drops  may  enter  into  your  body,  and  dwell  there;  that  they  may  destroy  and 
remove  from  you  all  the  evil  and  sin  which  was  given  to  you  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world;  since  all  of  us  are  under  its  power,  being  all  the  children 
of  Chalchivitlycue  '  [the  goddess  of  water].  She  then  washed  the  body  of  the 
child  with  water,  and  spoke  in  this  manner:  '  Whencesoever  thou  comest, 
thou  that  art  hurtful  to  this  child;  leave  him  and  depart  from  him,  for  he  now 
liveth  anew,  and  is  born  anew;  now  he  is  purified  and  cleansed  afresh,  and 
our  mother  Chalchivitlycue  again  bringeth  him  into  the  world,'  Having  thus 
prayed,  the  midwife  took  the  child  in  both  hands,  and,  lifting  him  towards 
heaven,  said,  '  O  Lord,  thou  seest  here  thy  creature,  whom  thou  hast  sent  in- 
to this  world,  this  place  of  sorrow,  suffering,  and  penitence.  Grant  him,  O 
Lord,  thy  gifts,  and  thine  inspiration,  for  thou  art  the  Great  God,  and  with 
thee  is  the  great  goddess.'  Torches  of  pine  were  kept  burning  during  the 
performance  of  these  ceremonies.  When  these  things  were  ended,  they  gave 
the  child  the  name  of  some  one  of  his  ancestors,  in  the  hope  that  he  might 
shed  a  new  lustre  over  it.  The  name  was  given  by  the  same  midwife,  or 
priestess,  who  baptized  him." 

^^  Among  Egyptian  symbols,  we  met  with  several  specimens  of  the  Cross. 
One,  according  to  Justus  Lipsius,  signified  "  life  to  come."  (See  his  treatise 
De  Cruce,  (Lutetiae  Parisiorum,  1598,)  lib.  3,  cap.  8.)  We  find  another  in 
Champollion's  catalogue,  which  he  interprets,  "  support  our  saviour." 
(Precis,  tom.  II.,  Tableau  Gen.,  Nos.  277,348.)  Some  curious  examples  of 
the  reverence  paid  to  this  sign  by  the  ancients  have  been  collected  by  Mc- 
Culloh,  (Researches,  p.  330,  et  seq.,)  and  by  Humboldt,  in  his  late  work, 
Geographic  du  Nouveau  Continent,  tom.  II.  p.  354,  et  seq. 

28  "Ante,  Deos  homini  quod  conciliare  valeret  Far  erat," 

says  Ovid.  (Fastorum,  lib.  i,  v.  337.)  Count  Carli  has  pointed  out  a  similar 
use  of  consecrated  bread,  and  wine  or  water,  m  the  Greek  and  Egyptian 
mysteries.  (Letters  Americ,  tom.  I.  let.  27.)  See,  also,  McCulloh, 
Researches,  p.  240,  et  seq. 
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never  shone.^  In  their  amazement,  they  not  only  magnified 
what  they  saw,  but  were  perpetually  cheated  by  the  illusions  of 
their  own  heated  imaginations.  In  this  they  were  admirably 
assisted  by  their  Mexican  converts,  proud  to  establish — and  half 
believing  it  themselves — a  correspondence  between  their  own 
faith,  and  that  of  their  conquerors.'^ 

The  ingenuity  of  the  chronicler  was  taxed  to  find  out  analogies 
between  the  Aztec  and  Scripture  histories,  both  old  and  new. 
The  migration  from  Aztlan  to  Anahuac  was  typical  of  the  Jewish 
exodus."^  The  places,  where  the  Mexicans  halted  on  the  march, 
were  identified  with  those  in  the  journey  of  the  Israelites  \^  and 
the  name  of  Mexico  itself  was  found  to  be  nearly  identical  with 
the  Hebrew  name  for  the  Messiah.*^  The  Mexican  hieroglyph- 
ics afforded  a  boundless  field  for  the  display  of  this  critical 
acuteness.  The  most  remarkable  passages  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  were  read  in  their  mysterious  characters;  and  the 
eye  of  faith  could  trace  there  the  whole  story  of  the  Passion,  the 
Saviour  suspended  from  the  cross,  and  the  Virgin  Mary  with 
her  attendant  angels!^ 

2^  Water  for  purification  and  other  religious  rites  is  frequently  noticed  by 
the  classical  VTiters.     Thus  Euripides  ; 

**  ^ Kyvoi'i  KaOapfjLois  wpurd  viv  vi\pai  th/i.) 
OtiXcuraa  KXvj^ei  iruvra  TdvOpuTrcvv  kukIl 

Iphig.  in  Taur.,  w.  1192,  1194. 

The  notes  on  this  place,  in  the  admir.il)lc  Variorum  edition  of  Glasgow, 
182 1,  contain  references  to  several  passages  of  similar  imixjrt  indifferent 
authors. 

*'  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  any  thing  like  a  faithful  report  from  the  na- 
tives is  the  subject  of  cun>j)laint  from  niore  than  one  writer,  and  exi)Iains  the 
great  ca:e  taken  Ijy  Sahagun,    to    compare  their   narratives  with  each   other. 
See   Hist,   de   Nueva   Kspana,    rrologo.— Ixtlilxochitl,   Hist.   Chich.,    MS. 
Prol. — Boturini,  Idea,  p.  116.  * 

•"  The  parallel  was  so  closely  pressed  by  Tor{|uemada,  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  suppress  the  chapter  containing  it,  on  the  publication  of  his  book. 
See  the  Prtx-mio  to  the  edition  of  1723,  sec.  2. 

^  "  The  Devil,"  says  Herrera,  "  chose  to  imitate,  in  every  thing,  the  de 
pariure  of  the  Israelites  from  Egypt,  and  their  sul)sc(]ucii't  wanderings.'' 
(Hist.  Cxcneral,  dec.  3,  lib.  3,  cap.  10.)  Hut  all  that  has  licen  donO  bv  monk- 
ish annalist  and  missionary,  to  establish  the  parallel  with  the  children  of  Is- 
rael, falls  far  short  of  Ix)rd  KingslK)rough's  learned  lalxirs,  spiead  over 
nearly  two  hundred  folio  pages.  (See  Antiq.  of  Mexico,  torn.  VI.  pp.  282- 
410.)     Quanfitm  mane  f 

™  The  Hebrew  word  from  which  is  derived  C/irtst,  "the  anointed.  "  is  still 
more  ncarlv— not  *•  precisely, **  as  I»rd  Kingsb. rough  states  (Antiq.  of  Mex- 
ico, vol.  VI.  p.  l8^))--identi<al  with  that  of  Mcxi,  or  Mcsi,  the  chief  who 
wa-s  said  to  have  led  thr  A/trcson  \\v  plains  of  Anahu.u. 

•**  Intel  p.  of  ('(xl.  Tel  -kem.,  ct  Vat..  Aiiticj.  of  Mexico,  vol.  VI  —Saha- 
gun, Hist,  de  Nucva  EspaRa,  lib.  3,  Suplcm— Vcylia,  Hist.  Antig.,  lib.  l 
cap.  16.  /  r.  . 
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The  Jewish  and  Christian  schemes  were  strangely  mingled  to- 
gether, and  the  brains  of  the  good  fathers  were  still  further  be- 
wildered by  the  mixture  of  heathenish  abominations,  which 
were  so  closely  intertwined  with  the  most  orthodox  observances. 
In  their  perplexity,  they  looked  on  the  whole  as  the  delusion  of 
the  Devil,  who  counterfeited  the  rites  of  Christianity  and  the 
traditions  of  the  chosen  people,  that  he  might  allure  his  wretched 
victims  to  their  own  destruction.^ 

But,  although  it  is  not  necessary  to  resort  to  this  startling 
supposition,  nor  even  to  call  up  an  apostle  from  the  dead,  or 
any  later  missionary,  to  explain  the  coincidences  with  Christ- 
anity;  yet  these  coincidences  must  be  allowed  to  furnish  an 
argument  in  favor  of  some  primitive  communication  with  that 
great  brotherhood  of  nations  on  the  old  continent,  among  whom 
similar  ideas  have  been  so  widely  diffused.  The  probability  of 
such  a  communication,  especially  with  Eastern  Asia,  is  much 
strengthened  by  the  resemblance  of  sacerdotal  institutions,  and 
of  some  religious  rites,  as  those  of  marriage,^  and  the  burial  of 
the  dead,  ^^  by  the  practice  of  human  sacrifices,  and  even  of 
cannibalism,  traces  of  which  are  discernible  in  the  Mongol 
races  ;^  and,  lastly,  by  a  conformity  of  social  usages  and  man- 
ners, so  striking  that  the  description  of  Montezuma's  court  may 
well  pass  for  that  of  the  Grand  Khan's,  as  depicted  by  Maunde- 
ville  and  Marco  Polo.^  It  would  occupy  too  much  room  to  go 
into  details  in  this  matter,  without  which,  however,  the  strength 
of  the  argument  cannot  be  felt,  nor  fully  established.     It  has 

^  This  opinion  finds  favor  with  the  best  Spanish  and  Mexican  writers, 
from  the  Conquest  downwards.  Solis  sees  nothing  improbable  in  the  fact, 
that  the  malignant  influence,  so  frequently  noticed  in  sacred  history,  should 
be  found  equally  in  profane."     Hist,  de  la  Conquista,  lib.  2,  cap.  4. 

^  The  bridal  ceremony  of  the  Hindoos,  in  particular,  contains  curious 
points  of  analogy  with  the  Mexicans.  (See  Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  VII. 
mem.  9.)  The  institution  of  a  numerous  priesthood,  with  the  practices  of 
confession  and  penance,  was  familiar  to  the  Tartar  people.  (Maundeville, 
Voiage,  chap.  23.)  And  monastic  establishments  were  found  in  Thibet  and 
Japan,  from  the  earliest  ages.     Humboldt,  Vues  des  Cordilleres,  p.  179, 

3^  "  Doubtless,"  says  the  ingenious  Carli,  "  the  fashion  of  burning  the 
corpse,  collecting  the  ashes  in  a  vase,  burying  them  under  pyramidal  mounds, 
with  the  immolation  of  wives  and  servants  at  the  funeral,  all  remind  one  of 
the  customs  of  Egypt  and  Hindostan."     Lettres  Americ,  tom  II.  let.  10. 

^  Marco  Polo  notices  a  civilized  people  in  South-eastern  China,  and  an- 
other in  Japan,  who  drank  the  blood  and  ate  the  flesh  of  their  captives  ;  es- 
teeming it  the  most  savory  food  in  the  world, — "  lapiu  saporita  et  migliore, 
che  si  possa  truovar  al  mondo."  (Viaggi,  lib.  2,  cap.  75  ;  lib.  3,  13,  14.) 
The  Mongols,  according  to  Sir  John  Maundeville,  regarded  the  ears  **sowced 
in  vynegre,"  as  a  particular  dainty.     Voiage,  chap.  23. 

^  Marco  Polo,  Viaggi,  lib.  2,  cap.  10. — Maundeville,  Voiage,  cap.  20,  ot 
alibi. 
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been  done  by  others  ;  and  an  occasional  coincidence  has  been 
adverted  to  in  the  preceding  chapters. 

It  is  true,  we  should  be  very  slow  to  infer  identity,  or  even 
correspondence,  between  nations,  from  a  partial  resemblance  of 
habits  and  institutions.  Where  this  relates  to  manners,  and  is 
founded  on  caprice,  it  is  not  more  conclusive  than  when  it  flows 
from  the  spontaneous  suggestions  of  nature,  common  to  all. 
The  resemblance,  in  the  one  case,  may  be  referred  to  accident ; 
in  the  other,  to  the  constitution  of  man.  But  there  are  certain 
arbitrary  peculiarities,  which,  when  found  in  different  nations, 
reasonably  suggest  the  idea  of  some  previous  communication  be- 
tween them.  Who  can  doubt  the  existence  of  an  affinity,  or,  at 
least,  intercourse,  between  tribes,  who  had  the  same  strange 
habit  of  burying  the  dead  in  a  sitting  posture,  as  was  practised, 
to  some  extent,  by  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Aborigines,  from 
Canada  to  Patagonia? 40  The  habit  of  burning  the  dead, 
familiar  to  both  Mongols  and  Aztecs,  is,  in  itself,  but  slender 
proof  of  a  common  origin.  The  body  must  be  disposed  of  in 
some  way;  and  this,  perhaps,  is  as  natural  as  any  other.  But 
when  to  this  is  added  the  circumstance  of  collecting  the  ashes 
in  a  vase,  and  depositing  the  single  article  of  a  precious  stone 
along  with  them,  the  coincidence  is  remarkable."*^  Such  minute 
coincidences  are  not  unfrequent ;  while  the  accumulation  of 
those  of  a  more  general  character,  though  individually  of  little 
account,  greatly  strengthens  the  probability  of  a  communication 
wiih  the  East. 

A  proof  of  a  higher  kind  is  found  in  the  analogies  of  science, 
Wc  have  seen  the  peculiar  chronological  system  of  the  Aztecs  ; 
their  method  of  distributing  the  years  into  cycles,  and  of  reckon- 

Sce,  albo,  a  striking  parallel  between  the  Eastern  Asiatics  and  Americans, 
In  the  Supplcmeiu  tu  Rankings  *'  Historical  Kcscarclu-s  "  ;  a  work  embody- 
ing many  curious  details  of  C)riental  history  and  manners,  in  support  of  a 
whimsical  theory. 

*'  Morton,  Crania  Americana,  (Philadelphia,  1839.)  pp.  224-246. 

The  industrious  autlior  establishes  this  singular  fact,  bv  examples  drawn 
from  a  great  number  of  nations  in  North  and  .South  America. 

<i  flomara,  (.'ronica  dc  la  Nueva  Espafia,  cap.  202,  np.  Barcia,  torn.  II. — 
Clavigf  TO,  Stor.  del  Messico,  tom.  T.  pp.  94,  95.— McCuUoh.  (Researches,  p. 
198,)  who  cites  the  Asiatic  Researches. 

Dr.  McCulloh,  in  his  single  volume,  has  probablv  brought  together  a  largef 
mass  of  materials  for  the  illu.stration  of  the  aboriginal  history  of  the  lontincnt, 
than  any  other  writer  in  the  lan.i^uagc.  In  the  selection  of  his  farts,  he  has 
fthowiMnuch  sagacity,  as  well  as  inclustrv  ;  and,  if  the  formal  and  somewhat 
repulsive  charactrr  of  the  style  hak  been  unfavorable  to  a  popular  interest, 
the  work  must  always  have  an  interest  for  those  who  arc  engaged  in  the 
Itudv  of  the  Indian  antiquities.  His  fanciful  speculation*  on  the  subj^d 
•f  Mexican  mythology  may  amuse  thoee  whom  they  fail  to  convince. 


394 


APPENDIX. 


ing  by  means  of  periodical  series,  instead  of  numbers.  A  similar 
process  was  used  by  the  various  Asiatic  nations  of  the  Mongol 
family,  from  India  to  Japan.  Their  cycles,  indeed,  consisted  of 
sixty,  instead  of  fifty-two  years  ;  and  for  the  terms  of  their  period- 
ical series,  they  employed  the  names  of  the  elements,  and  the 
signs  of  the  zodiac,  of  which  latter  the  Mexicans,  probably,  had 
no  knowledge.     But  the  principle  was  precisely  the  same.*^ 

A  correspondence  quite  as  extraordinary  is  found  between  the 
hieroglyphics  used  by  the  Aztecs  for  the  signs  of  the  days,  and 
those  zodiacal  signs  which  the  Eastern  Asiatics  employed  as  one 
of  the  terms  of  their  series.  The  symbols  in  the  Mongolian 
calendar  are  borrowed  from  animals.  Four  of  the  twelve  are  the 
same  as  the  Aztec.  Three  others  are  as  nearly  the  same  as  the 
different  species  of  animals  in  the  two  hemispheres  would  allow. 
The  remaining  five  refer  to  no  creature  then  found  in  Anahuac.*^ 
The  resemblance  went  as  far  as  it  could.*^  The  similarity  of  these 
conventional  symbols,  among  the  several  nations  of  the  East, 
can  hardly  fail  to  carry  conviction  of  a  common  origin  for  the 
system,  as  regards  them.     Why  should  not  a  similar  conclusion 

^  Ante,  Vol.  I.  p.  Ill,  et  seq. 

*3  This  will  be  better  shown  by  enumerating  the  zodiacal  signs,  used  as  the 
names  of  the  years  by  the  Eastern  Asiatics.  Among  the  Mongols,  these 
were,  i.  mouse,  2.  ox,  3.  leopard,  4.  hare,  5.  crocodile,  6.  serpent,  7.  horse, 
8,  sheep,  9.  monkey,  10.  hen,  11.  dog,  12.  hog.  The  Mantchou  Tartars,  Jap- 
anese, and  Thibetians,  have  nearly  the  same  terms,  substituting,  however, 
for  No.  3,  tiger  ;  5,  dragon  ;  8,  goat.  In  the  Mexican  signs,  for  the  names 
of  the  days,  we  also  meet  with  hare^  serpent^  monkey,  dog.  Instead  of  the 
"  leopard,"  "  crocodile,"  and  "  hen," — neither  of  which  animals  were  known 
in  Mexico,  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest, — we  find  the  ocelot!  the  lizard,  and 
the  eagle. 

The  lunar  calendar  of  the  Hindoos  exhibits  a  correspondence  equally  ex- 
traordinary. Seven  of  the  terms  agree  with  those  of  the  Aztecs,  namelv, 
serpent,  cane,  razor ^  path  of  the  sun  dog's  tail,  house.  Humboldt,  Vues  des 
Cordilleres,  p.  152.)  These  terms,  it  will  be  observed,  are  still  more  arbi- 
trarily selected,  not  being  confined  to  animals  ;  as,  indeed,  the  hieroglyphics 
of  the  Aztec  calendar  were  derived  indifferently  from  them,  and  other  ob- 
jects, like  the  signs  of  our  zodiac. 

These  scientific  analogies  are  set  in  the  strongest  light  by  M.  de  Humboldt, 
and  occupy  a  large,  and,  to  the  philosophical  inquirer,  the  most  interesting, 
portion  of  his  great  work.  (Vues  des  Cordilleres,  pp.  125-194.)  He  has 
not  embraced  in  his  tables,  however,  the  Mongol  calendar,  which  affords 
even  a  closer  approximation  to  the  Mexican,  than  that  of  the  other  Tartar 
races.     Comp.  Ranking,  Researches,  pp.  370,  371,  note. 

**  There  is  some  inaccuracy  in  Humboldt's  definition  of  the  ocelotl,  as 
"the  tiger,"  "  the  jaguar."  Ibid.,  p.  159.)  It  is  smaller  than  the  jaguar, 
though  quite  as  ferocious,  and  is  as  graceful  and  beautiful  as  the  leopard, 
which  it  more  nearly  resembles.  It  is  a  native  of  New  Spain,  where  the 
tiger  is  not  known.  See  Buffon,  Histoire  Naturelle,  (Paris,  An.  8,)  tom.  II., 
vox,  Ocelotl.  The  adoption  of  this  latter  name,  therefore,  in  the  Aztec 
calendar,  leads  to  an  inference  somewhat  exaggerated. 
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6e  applied  to  the  Aztec  calendar,  which,  although  relating  to 
days,  instead  of  years,  was,  like  the  Asiatic,  equally  appropriated 
to  chronological  uses,  and  to  those  of  divination  ?** 

I  shall  pass  over  the  further  resemblance  to  the  Persians, 
showing  in  the  adjustment  of  time  by  a  similar  system  of  inter- 
calation ;  ^  and  to  the  Egyptians,  in  the  celebration  of  the  re- 
markable festival  of  the  winter  solstice  ;*'  since,  although  suffi- 
ciently curious,  the  coincidences  might  be  accidental,  and  add 
fittle  to  the  weight  of  evidence  offered  by  an  agreement  in  com- 
binations, of  so  complex  and  artificial  a  character,  as  those 
before  stated. 

Amidst  these  intellectual  analogies,  one  would  expect  to  meet 
with  that  of  la7iguage^  the  vehicle  of  intellectual  communication, 
which  usually  exhibits  traces  of  its  origin,  even  when  the  science 
and  literature,  that  are  embodied  in  it,  have  widely  diverged. 
No  inquiry,  however,  has  led  to  less  satisfactory  results.  The 
languages  spread  over  the  western  continent  far  exceed  in  num- 
ber those  found  in  an  equal  population  in  the  eastern.**  They 
exhibit  the  remarkable  anomaly  of  differing  as  widely  in  etvmol- 
ogy  as  they  agree  in  organization  ;  and,  on  the  other  fcand, 
while  they  bear  some  slight  affinity  to  tiie  languages  of  the  Old 
World  in  the  former  particular,  they  have  no  resemblance  to 
them  whatever  in  the  latter.*^  The  Mexican  was  spoken  for  an 
extent  of  three  hundred  lengiies.  But  within  the  boundaries  of 
New  Spain  more  than  twenty  languages  were  found  ;  not  simply 

*^  Both  the  Tartars  and  the  Aztecs  indicated  the  year  bv  its  sign;  as  the 
**  year  of  the  hare,"  or  rabbit,"  &c.  The  Asiatic  signs,  likewise,  far  from 
being  limited  to  the  years  and  months,  presided,  also,  over  days,  and  even 
hours.  (Humboldt,  Vucs  des  Cordillcrcs,  p.  165.)  The  Mexicans  had  also 
astrological  symlx)ls  appropriated  to  the  hours.  Gama,  Dcscripcion,  Parte  2, 
p.  117. 

**  Ante,  Vol.  I.,  p.  112.  note. 

♦"^  Achilles  Tatius  notices  a  custom  of  the  Egyptians, — who,  as  the  sun 
descended  tijwards  Capricorn,  put  on  nujuriung;  but,  as  the  days  lengthened, 
their  fears  subsided,  they  robed  themselves  in  white,  and,  crowned  with 
flowers,  gave  themselves  up  to  jubilee,  like  the  Aztecs. — This  account, 
transcribcti  bv  Carli's  French  translator,  and  by  M.  de  Humboldt,  is  more 
fuUv  criticisecl  by  M.  Jomard  in  the  Vuesdcs  Cordillcrcs,  p.  309,  et  seq. 

*^  Jefferson,  (Notes  on  Virginia,  (I><jndon,  1787,)  p.  164,)  confirmed  by 
Huml>>l(li  (Kssai  Polltifuje,  torn.  I.  p.  353).  Mr.  (lallatin  comes  to  a  differ- 
ent conclusion.  (Transactions  of  Anurican  Antir|uarian  Society,  (Cam- 
brid^c,  1S36, )  vol.  II.  p.  161.)  The  great  number  of  American  dialects  and 
languages  is  well  explained  by  the  unsficial  nature  of  a  hunter's  life,  requiring 
the  country  to  be  parcelled  out  into  small  and  separate  territories  for  the 
means  of  subsistence. 

*•  Fhilolf>gists  have,  indeed,  detected  two  curious  exceptions,  in  the  Coneo 
and  primitive  liasque;  from  which,  however,  the   Indi.m  Ian  diffrr  iq 

many  essentia!    points,      ^ee  Du   Ponrcnu's   Krport,  ap.  Ti..  iu»  of  lh« 

Lit.  and  Hist.  Committee  of  the  Am.  Phil.  Society,  vol.  I. 
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dialects,  but,  in  many  instances,  radically  different.^  All  these 
idioms,  however,  with  one  exception,  conformed  to  that  peculiar 
synthetic  structure,  by  which  every  Indian  dialect  appears  to 
have  been  fashioned,  from  the  land  of  the  Esquimaux  to  Terra 
del  Fuego  ;  ^^  a  system,  which,  bringing  the  greatest  number  of 
ideas  within  the  smallest  possible  compass,  condenses  whole 
sentences  into  a  single  word,^^  displaying  a  curious  mechanism, 
in  which  some  discern  the  hand  of  the  philosopher,  and  otheis 
only  the  spontaneous  eflorts  of  the  savage.^ 

The  etymological  affinities  detected  with  the  ancient  con- 
tinent are  not  very  numerous,  and  they  are  drawn  indiscriminately 
from  all  the  tribes  scattered  over  America.  On  the  whole,  more 
analogies  have  been  found  with  the  idioms  of  Asia,  than  of  any 
other  quarter.  But  their  amount  is  too  inconsiderable  to  bal- 
ance the  opposite  conclusion  inferred  by  a  total  dissimilarity  oi 
structure.^  A  remarkable  exception  is  found  in  the  Othomi  or 
Otomie  language,  which  covers  a  wider  territory  than  any  other 
but  the    Mexican,    in    New   Spain  ;  ^  and   which,   both   in   its 

^  Vater,  (Mithridates,  theil  III,  abtheil  3,  p.  70,)  who  fixes  on  the  Rio 
Gila  and  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  as  the  boundaries,  within  which  traces  of 
the  Mexican  language  were  to  be  discerned.  Clavigero  estimates  the 
number  of  dialects  at  thirty-five.  I  have  used  the  more  guarded  statement  of 
M.  de  Humboldt,  who  adds,  that  fourteen  of  these  languages  have  been 
digested  into  dictionaries  and  grammars.     Essai  Politique,  torn.  I.  p.  352. 

^1  No  one  has  done  so  much  towards  establishing  this  important  fact,  as 
that  estimable  scholar,  Mr.  Du  Ponceau.  And  the  frankness,  with  which  he 
has  admitted  the  exception  that  disturbed  his  favorite  hypothesis,  shows  that 
he  is  far  more  wedded  to  science  than  to  system.  See  an  interesting  account 
of  it,  in  his  prize  essay  before  the  Institute.  Memoire  sur  le  Systeme  Gram- 
matical des  Langues  ae  quelques  Nations  Indiennes  de  I'Amerique.  (Paris, 
1818.) 

^^  The  Mexican  language,  in  particular,  is  most  flexible;  admitting  of 
combinations  so  easily,  that  the  most  simple  ideas  are  often  buried  under  a 
load  of  accessories.  The  forms  of  expression,  though  picturesque,  were 
thus  made  exceedingly  cumbrous.  A  "  priest,"  for  example,  was  called, 
notlazpjnahiiizieopixcatatzin,  meaning,  "  venerable  minister  of  God,  that  I  love 
as  my  father."  A  still  more  comprehensive  word  is  aniatlacuilolitqidtcatlax- 
tlakuitli,  signifying,  *'  the  reward  given  to  a  messenger  who  bears  a  hieroglyph- 
ical  map  conveying  intelligence." 

53  See,  in  particular,  for  the  latter  view  of  the  subject,  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Gallatin,  in  his  acute  and  masterly  disquisition  on  the  Indian  tribes;  a  dis- 
quisition, that  throws  more  light  on  the  intricate  topics  of  which  it  treats,  than 
whole  volumes  that  have  preceded  it.  Transactions  of  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,  vol.  II.,  Introd.,  sec.  6. 

^  This  comparative  anatomy  of  the  languages  of  the  two  hemispheres, 
begun  by  Barton,  (Origin  of  the  tribes  and  Nations  of  America,  (Phila< 
delphia,  1797,)  has  been  extended  by  Vater  (Mithridates,  the'il  III,  abtheil  i, 
p.  348,  et  seq.  ).  A  selection  of  the  most  striking  analogies  may  be  found, 
also,  in  Malte  Brun,  book  75,  table. 

^  Othomi.  hom  ctho^  "stationary/'  and  mi,  "nothing."  (Najera,, Dissert., 
ut  infra.)     The  etymology  intimates  the  condition  of  this  rude  nation  of  war- 
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monosyllabic  composition,  so  different  from  those  around  it,  and 
in  its  vocabulary,  shows  a  very  singular  affinity  to  the  Chinese." 
The  existence  of  this  insulated  idiom,  in  the  heart  of  this  vast 
continent,  offers  a  curious  theme  for  speculation,  entirely  beyond 
the  province  of  history. 

The  American  languages,  so  numerous  and  widely  diversified, 
present  an  immense  field  of  inquiry,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
labors  of  several  distinguished  philologists,  remains  yet  to  be 
explored.  It  is  only  after  a  wide  comparison  of  examples,  that 
conclusions  founded  on  analogy  can  be  trusted.  The  difficulty  of 
making  such  comparisons  increases  wiih  time,  from  the  facility 
which  the  peculiar  structure  of  the  Indian  languages  affords  for 
new  combinations  ;  while  the  insensible  influence  of  contact 
with  civilized  man,  in  producing  these,  must  lead  to  a  still  further 
distrust  of  our  conclusions. 

The  theory  of  an  Asiatic  origin  for  Aztec  civilization  derives 
stronger  confirmation  from  the  light  of  t?'aditiou^  which,  shining 
steadily  from  the  far  North-west,  pierces  through  the  dark  shad- 
ows that  history  and  mythology  have  alike  thrown  around  the 
antiquities  of  the  country.  Traditions  of  a  Western,  or  North- 
western origin  were  found  among  ihe  more  barbarous  tribes,^  and 
by  the  Mexicans  were  preserved  both  orally  and  in  their  hiero- 
glyphical  maps,  where  the  different  stages  of  their  migration  are 
carefully  noted.     But  who,  at  this  day,  shall  read  them.'*^  They 

riors,  who,  imperfectly  reduced  by  the  Aztec  arms,  roamed  over  the  high 
lands  north  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico. 

^'  Sec  Najcra's  Dissertatio  Di-  Lingua  Othoniitorum,  ap.  Transactions  of 
the  American  Philosophical  Society,  vol.  V.   New  Series. 

The  author,  a  learned  Mexican,  has  given  a  most  satisfactorv  analysis  of 
this  remarkable  language,  which  stands  alone  among  the  idioms  of  the  New 
World,  as  the  Basque — the  solitary  wreck,  perhaps,  of  a  primitive  age — 
exists  among  those  of  the  Old. 

^'  Barton,  y.  92.— Heckcwelder,  chap,  i,  ap.  Transactions  of  the  Hist,  and 
Lit.  ('ommittce  of  the  Am.  Phil.  Soc,  vol.  I. 

The  various  traditions  have  been  assembled  by  M.  Warden,  in  the  Anti- 
quit<fs  Mcxicaines,  part.  2,  p.  185,  ct  seq. 

'*  The  recent  work  of  Mr.  Delafield  (Inq«ir>'  into  the  Origin  of  the  Anti- 
quftJcs  of  America, (Cincinnati,  1839.))  has  an  engraving  of  one  of  these  maps, 
said  to  have  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Bullock,  from  Boturini's  collection.  Two 
such  are  specified  on  page  10  of  that  antiquary's  Catahigue.  This  map  has 
all  the  appearance  of  a  genuine  Aztec  painting,  of  the  rudest  character.  We 
may  recognize,  indeed,  the  symbols  ot  some  flates  and  places,  with  others 
denoting  the  aspect  of  the  country,  whether  fertile  or  barren,  a  state  of  war 
or  peace,  &c.  But  it  is  altogether  too  vague,  and  we  know  too  little  of  the 
allusions,  to  gather  any  knowledge  from  it  of  the  course  of  the  Aztec  migra- 
tion 

Gcmclli  Carreri's  celebrated  chart  contains  the  names  of  many  places  on 
the  route,  interpreted,  perhaps,  by  Siguenra  himself,  to  whom  it  l>el.>nt:rd; 
(Giio  clc  Mondo,  torn.  VI.  p.  «j6;)  and  tJlavigero  has  endeavored  to  ascertain 
'he  various  localities  with  some  pcrcition.     (Stor.  del  Metsico,  torn.  I.  p.  i6«, 
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are  admitted  to  agree,  however,  in  representing  the  populous 
North  as  the  prolific  hive  of  the  American  races.^^  In  this  quar- 
ter were  placed  their  Aztlan,  and  their  Huehuetapallan;  the 
bright  abodes  of  their  ancestors,  whose  warlike  exploits  rivalled 
those  which  the  Teutonic  nations  have  recorded  of  Odin  and  the 
mythic  heroes  of  Scandinavia.  From  this  quarter  the  Toltecs, 
the  Chichemecs,  and  the  kindred  races  of  the  Nahuatlacs,  came 
successively  up  the  great  plateau  of  the  Andes,  spreading  over 
its  hills  and  valleys,   down  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.^ 

Antiquaries  have  industriously  sought  to  detect  some  still  sur- 
viving traces  of  these  migrations.  In  the  north-western  districts 
of  New  Spain,  at  a  thousand  miles'  distance  from  the  capital, 
dialects  have  been  discovered,  showing  intimate  affinity  with  the 
Mexican.6^  Along  the  Rio  Gila,  remains  of  populous  towns  are 
to  be  seen,  quite  worthy  of  the  Aztecs  in  their  style  of  architec- 
ture.^^ The  country  north  of  the  great  Rio  Colorado  has  been 
imperfectly  explored ;  but  in  the  higher  latitudes,  in  the  neigh- 

et  seq.)  But,  as  they  are  all  within  the  boundaries  of  New  Spain,  and, 
indeed,  south  of  the  Rio  Gila,  they  throw  little  light,  of  course,  on  the  vexed 
question  of  the  primitive  abodes  of  the  Aztecs. 

^^  This  may  be  fairly  gathered  from  the  agreement  of  the  traditionary 
interpretations  of  the  maps  of  the  various  people  of  Anahuac,  according  to 
Veytia;  who,  however,  admits,  that  it  is  "  next  to  impossible,"  with  the  lights 
of  the  present  day,  to  determine  the  precise  route  taken  by  the  Mexicans. 
(Hist.  Antig.,  torn.  I.  cap.  2.)  Lorenzana  is  not  so  modest.  "  Los  Mexicanos 
por  tradicion  vinieron  por  el  Norte,"  says  he,  *'  y  se  saben  ciertamente  sus 
mansiones."  (Hist,  de  Nueva  Espaiia,  p.  8i,  nota. )  There  are  some  anti- 
quaries who  see  best  in  the  dark. 

^  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich.,  MS.,  cap.  2,  et  seq. — Idem,  Relaciones, 
MS. — Veytia,  Hist.  Antig.,  ubi  supra. — Torquemada,  Monarch.  Ind., 
torn.  I.  lib.  I. 

61  In  the  province  of  Sonora,  especially  along  the  Californian  Gulf.  The 
Cora  language,  above  all,  of  which  a  regular  grammar  has  been  published, 
and  which  is  spoken  in  New  Biscay,  about  300  north,  so  much  resembles  the 
Mexican,  that  Vater  refers  them  both  to  a  common  stock.  Mithridates, 
theil  III,  abtheil  3,  p.  143. 

62  On  the  southern  bank  of  this  river  are  ruins  of  large  dimensions,  de- 
scribed by  the  missionary  Pedro  Font,  on  his  visit  there,  in  1775.  (Antiq.  of 
Mexico,  vol.  VI,  p.  538). — At  a  place  of  the  same  name,  Casas  Grandes, 
about  33^  north,  and,  like  the  former,  a  supposed  station  of  the  Aztecs,  still 
more  extensive  remains  are  to  be  found;  large  enough,  indeed,  according  to  a 
late  traveller,  Lieut.  Hardy,  for  a  population  of  20,000  or  30,000  souls.  The 
country  for  leagues  is  covered  with  these  remains,  as  well  as  with  ustensils 
of  earthen  ware,  obsidian,  and  other  relics.  A  drawing,  which  the  author  has 
given  of  a  painted  jar  or  vase,  may  remind  one  of  the  Etruscan.  *'  There 
were,  also,  good  specimens  of  earthen  images  in  the  Egyptian  style,"  he 
observes,  "  which  are  to  me^  at  least,  so  perfectly  uninteresting,  that  I  was  at 
no  pains  to  procure  any  of  them."  (Travels  in  the  Interior  of  Mexico, 
(London,  1839,)  pp.  464-466.)  The  Lieutenant  was  neither  a  Boturini  nor 
a  BeUoai. 
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borhood  of  Nootka,  tribes  still  exist,  whose  dialects,  both  in  the 
termination  and  general  sound  of  the  words,  bear  considerable 
resemblance  to  the  Mexican.^  Such  are  the  vestiges,  few,  in- 
deed, and  feeble,  that  still  exist  to  attest  the  truth  of  traditions, 
which  themselves  have  remained  steady  and  consistent,  through 
the  lapse  of  centuries,  and  the  migrations  of  successive  races. 
The  conclusions  suggested  by  the  intellectual  and  moral  an- 
alogies with  Eastern  Asia  derive  considerable  support  from  those 
of  a  physical  nature.  The  aborigines  of  the  Western  World 
were  distinguished  by  certain  peculiarities  of  organization,  which 
have  led  physiologists  to  regard  them  as  a  separate  race.  These 
peculiarities  are  shown  in  their  reddish  complexion,  approaching 
a  cinnamon  color  ;  their  straight,  black,  and  exceedingly  glossy 
hair ;  their  beard  thin,  and  usually  eradicated  ;®*  their  high 
cheek-bones,  eyes  obliquely  directed  towards  the  temples, 
prominent  noses,  and  narrow  foreheads  falling  backwards  with  a 
greater  inclination  than  those  of  any  other  race  except  the  Afri- 
can.'^ From  this  general  standard,  however,  there  are  devia- 
tions, in  the  same  manner,  if  not  to  the  same  extent,  as  in  other 
quarters  of  the  globe,  though  these  deviations  do  not  seem  to  be 
influenced  by  the  same  laws  of  local  position.^  Anatomists, 
also,  have  discerned  in  crania  disinterred  from  the  mounds,  and 
in  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  high  plains  of  the  Cordilleras, 
an  obvious  difference  from  those  of  the  more  barbarous  tribes. 
This  is  seen  especially  in  the  ampler  forehead,  intimating  a  de- 
cided intellectual  superiority.^^     These  characteristics  are  found 

•^  Vater  has  examined  the  languages  of  three  of  these  nations,  between  50° 
and  60*^  north,  and  collated  their  vocabularies  with  the  Mexican,  showing  the 
pr(;h.ibility  of  a  common  origin  of  many  of  the  words  in  each.  Mithridates, 
theil  III,  ablheil  3,  p.  212. 

^  The  Mexicans  arc  noticed  by  M.  de  Humboldt,  as  distinguished  from 
the  other  Ab(»rigines,  whom  he  had  seen,  by  the  (juantitv  both  of  beard  and 
mustaches.  (Kssai  Politicjue,  torn.  I.  p.  361.)  The  modern  Mexican,  how- 
ever, broken  in  spirit  and  fortunes,  bears  as  little  resemblance,  probably,  in 
physical,  as  in  moral  characteristics,  to  his  ancestors,  the  fierce  a*id  inde- 
pendent Azt'.cs. 

'■'''  Prichard,  Physical  Vlistorv,  rol.  I.,  rp.  167-169,  1S2,  et  seq. — Morton, 
Crania  Americana,  p.  G6. — McCulloh,  Researches,  p.  iS. — Lawrence,  Lec- 
tures, pp.  317,36s. 

•"'  Thus  we  hnd,  amidst  the  generally  prevalent  cojij^er  of  cinnamon  tint, 
nearlv  all  gradations  of  color,  from  the  luiropcan  white,  to  a  black,  almost 
African;  while  the  com|)lcxion  capriciously  varies  among  differci\t  tribes,  in 
the  Mcighl)()rli()od  of  each  other.  See  examples  in  llunjboldt,  (Kssai  Poli- 
tique, torn.  I.  pp.  35'S,359,)  also  Prichard,  (Phvsical  History,  vol.  H.  pp.452, 
C22,  et  alibi,)  a  writer,  whose  varioui  rc<iearcn  and  dispassionate  judgment 
nave  made  his  work  a  text-book  in  this  department  of  science. 

''^  Such  is  the  con<  Iiision  of  Dr.  Warren,  whone  excellent  collection  has 
»fforded  him  ample  uicans  for  study  And  companton.     (See  his  Rennarks.be 
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to  bear  a  close  resemblance  to  those  of  the  Mongolian  family, 
and  especially  to  the  people  of  Eastern  Tartary  f'  so  that,  not. 
withstanding  certain  differences  recognized  by  physiologists,  the 
skulls  of  the  two  races  could  not  be  readily  distinguished  from 
one  another  by  a  common  observer.  No  inference  can  be  surely 
drawn,  however,  without  a  wide  range  of  comparison.  That 
hitherto  made  has  been  chiefly  founded  on  specimens  from  the 
barbarious  tribes.^®  Perhaps  a  closer  comparison  with  the  more 
civilized  may  supply  still  stronger  evidence  of  affinity .'° 

In  seeking  for  analogies  with  the  Old  World,  we  should  not 
pass  by  in  silence  the  architectural  remains  of  the  country,  which, 
indeed,  from  their  resemblance  to  the  pyramidal  structures  of 
the  East,  have  suggested  to  more  than  one  antiquary  the  idea  of 
a  common  origin."^^     The   Spanish  invaders,  it   is  true,  assailed 

fore  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  ap.  London, 
Athenseum,  Oct.,  1837.)  In  the  specimens  collected  by  Dr.  Morton,  however, 
the  barbarous  tribes  would  seem  to  have  a  somewhat  larger  facial  angle,  and 
a  greater  quantity  of  brain,  than  the  semi-civilized.  Crania  Americana,  p.  259. 

^^  "On  ne  pent  se  refuser  d'admettre  que  I'espece  humaine  n'offre  pas  de 
races  plus  voisines  que  le  sont  celles  des  Americains,  des  Mongols,  des  Mant 
choux,  et  des  Malais."  Humboldt,  Essai  Politique,  torn.  I.  p.  367. — Also, 
Prichard,  Physical  History,  vol.  I.  pp.  184-186;  vol.  II.  pp.  365-367. — 
Lawrence,  Lectures,  p.  365. 

^  Dr.  Morton's  splendid  work  on  American  crania  has  gone  far  to  supply 
the  requisite  information.  Out  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  specimens  of 
skulls,  of  which  he  has  ascertained  the  dimensions  with  admirable  precision, 
one  third  belong  to  the  semi-civilized  races;  and  of  them  thirteen  are  Mexi- 
can. The  number  of  these  last  is  too  small  to  found  any  general  conclusions 
upon,  considering  the  great  diversity  found  in  individuals  of  the  same  nation, 
not  to  say  kindred. — Blumenbach's  observations  on  American  skulls  were 
chiefly  made,  according  to  Prichard,  (Physical  History,  vol.  I.  pp.  183,  184,) 
from  specimens  of  the  Carib  tribes,  as  unfavorable,  perhaps,  as  any  on  the 
continent. 

'o  Yet  these  specimens  are  not  so  easy  to  be  obtained.  "With  uncommon 
advantages,  for  procuring  these  myself  in  Mexico,  I  have  not  succeeded  in 
obtaining  any  specimens  of  the  genuine  Aztec  skull.  The  difficulty  of  this 
may  be  readily  comprehended  by  any  one  who  considers  the  length  of  time 
that  has  elapsed  since  the  Conquest,  and  that  the  burial-places  of  the  ancient 
Mexicans  have  continued  to  be  used  by  their  descendants.  Dr.  Morton  more 
than  once  refers  to  his  specimens,  as  those  of  the  "genuine  Toltec  skull,  from 
cemeteries  in  Mexico,  older  than  the  Conquest."  (Crania  Americana,  pp. 
152,155,  231,  et  alibi.)  But  how  does  he  know  that  the  heads  are  Toltec  } 
That  nation  is  reported  to  have  left  the  country  about  the  middle  of  the 
eleventh  century,  nearly  eight  hundred  years  ago, — according  to  Ixtlilxochitl, 
indeed,  a  century  earlier  ;  and  it  seems  much  more  probable,  that  the  speci- 
mens now  found  in  these  burial-places  should  belong  to  some  of  the  races 
who  have  since  occupied  the  country,  than  to  one  so  far  removed.  The  pre« 
sumption  is  manifestly  too  feeble  to  authorize  any  positive  inference. 

■'I  The  tower  of  Belus,  with  its  retreating  stones,  described  by  Herodotus, 
(Clio,  sec.  181,)  has  been  selected  as  the  model  of  the  tecoalli ;  which  leads 
Vater  somewhat  shrewdly  to  remark,  that  it  is  strange,  no  evidence  of  this 
should  a])pear  in  the  erection  of  similar  structitresbv  the  Aztecs,  in  the  whole 


ORIGIN  OF  MEXICAN  CIVILIZA  TION, 


401 


the  Indian  buildings,  especially  those  of  a  religious  character, 
with  all  the  fury  of  fanaticism.  The  same  spirit  survived  in  the 
generations  which  succeeded.  The  war  has  never  ceased  against 
the  monuments  of  the  country  ;  and  the  few  that  fanaticism  has 
spared  have  been  nearly  all  demolished  to  serve  the  purposes  of 
utility.  Of  all  the  stately  edifices,  so  much  extolled  by  the 
Spaniards  who  first  visited  the  country,  there  are  scarcely  more 
vestiges  at  the  present  day  than  are  to  be  found  in  some  of  those 
regions  of  Europe  and  Asia,  which  once  swarmed  with  populous 
cities,  the  great  marts  of  luxury  and  commerce."^  Yet  some  of 
these  remains,  like  the  temple  of  Xochicalco,^^  the  palaces  of 

course  of  their  journey  to  Anahuac.  (Mithridates,  theil  III.  abtheil  3,  pp. 
74,  75.)  The  learned  Niebuhr  finds  the  elements  of  the  Mexican  temple  in 
the  mythic  tomb  of  Porsenna.  (Roman  History,  Eng.  trans.,  (London, 
1827,)  vol.  I.  p.  88.)  The  resemblance  to  the  accumulated  pyramids,  com- 
posing this  monument,  is  not  very  obvious.  Comp.  Pliny  (Hist.  Nat.,  lib.  36, 
sec.  19).  Indeed,  the  antiquarian  may  be  thought  to  encroach  on  the  poet's 
province,  when  he  finds  in  Etruscan /a<^/<r, — *'  cum  omnia  excedat  fabulositas," 
as  Pliny  characterizes  this, — the  origin  of  Aztec  science. 

"^'^  See  the  powerful  description  ofLucan,  Pharsalia,  lib,  9,  v.  966. 

The  Latin  bard  has  been  surpassed  by  the  Italian,  in  the  beautiful  stanza, 
beginning  Gidce  /'  alia  Carta'jOf  (Gierusalcmme  Libcrata,  C.  15,  s.  20,)  which 
may  be  said  to  have  been  expanded  by  Lord  Byron  into  a  canto, — the  fourth 
of  Childe  Harold. 

'*  The  most  remarkable  remains  on  the  proper  Mexican  soil  are  the  temple 
or  fortress  of  Xochicalco,  not  many  miles  from  the  capital.  It  stands  on  a 
rocky  eminence,  nearly  a  league  in  circumference,  cut  into  terraces  faced  with 
stone.  The  building  on  the  summit  is  seventy-five  feet  long,  and  sixty-six- 
broad.  It  is  of  hewn  granite,  put  together  without  cement,  but  with  great 
exactness.  It  was  constructed  in  the  usual  pyramidal,  terraced  form,  rising 
by  a  succession  of  stories,  each  smaller  than  that  below  it.  The  number  of 
these  is  now  uncertain  ;  the  lower  one  alone  remaining  entire.  This  is  suffi- 
cient, however,  to  show  the  nice  stvle  of  execution,  from  the  sharp,  salient 
cornices,  and  the  hicroglvphiral  emblems  with  which  it  is  covered,  all  cut  in 
the  hard  stone.  As  the  detached  blocks  found  among  the  ruins  arc  sculptur- 
ed with  bas-reliefs  in  like  manner,  it  is  probable  that  the  whole  building  was 
covered  with  them.  It  seems  probable  also,  as  the  same  pattern  extends  over 
different  stones,  that  the  work  was  executed  after  the  walls  were  raised. 

In  the  hill  beneath,  subterraneous  galleries,  six  feet  wide  and  high,  have 
been  cut  to  the  length  of  one  hundred  and  eiizhty  feet,  where  thev  terminate 
in  two  halls,  the  vaulted  ceilings  of  which  connect  bv  a  sort  of  tuniul  with  the 
buildings  above.  These  subterraneous  works  are  also  lined  with  hewn  stone. 
The  size  of  the  blocks,  and  the  hard  fpialitv  of  the  granite  of  which  they  con- 
sist, have  made  the  builrlings  of  Xochicalco  a  choice  cinarrv  for  the  proprie- 
tors of  a  neighboring  siigar-refinerv,  who  have  approjinatcd  the  upper  stories 
of  the  temple  to  this  ignoble  purpose  !  The  Barbcrmi  at  least  built  palaces, 
beautiful  themselves,  as  works  of  art,  with  the  plunder  of  the  Coliseum. 

See  the  full  description  of  this  remarkable  building,  both  bv  Dupaix  and 
Alzaie.  (Anti(|uites  Mcxicaincs,  torn.  I.  Kxp.  i.jip.  15-20;  torn.  Ill,  Exp. 
'»  ^''»  33-)  A  icccnt  investigation  has  been  made  by  order  of  the  Mexican 
government,  the  report  of  wliic  h  differs,  in  some  of  its  details,  from  the  pro* 
•edmg.     Kcvista  Mcxicana,  lorn.  1.  mem.  5. 
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Tezcotzinco/^  the  colossal  calendar-stone  in  the  capital,  are  of 
sufficient  magnitude,  and  wrought  with  sufficient  skill,  to  attest 
mechanical  powers  in  the  Aztecs  not  unworthy  to  be  compared 
with  those  of  the  ancient  Egyptians. 

But,  if  the  remains  on  the  Mexican  soil  arc  so  scanty,  they 
multiply  as  we  descend  the  south-eastern  slope  of  the  Cordiller- 
as, traverse  the  rich  Valley  of  Oaxaca,  and  penetrate  the  for- 
ests of  Chiapa  and  Yucatan.  In  the  midst  of  these  lonely  re- 
gions, we  meet  with  the  ruins,  recently  discovered,  of  several 
ancient  cities,  Mitla,  Palenque,  and  Itzalana  or  Uxmal,'^  which 
argue  a  higher  civilization  than  anything  yet  found  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent ;  and,  although  it  was  not  the  Mexicans  who  built 
these  cities,  yet  as  they  are  probably  the  work  of  cognate  races, 
the  present  inquiry  would  be  incomplete  without  some  attempt 
to  ascertain  what  light  they  can  throw  on  the  origin  of  the  In- 
dian, and  consequently  of  the  Aztec  civilization.''® 

Few  works  of  art  have  been  found  in  the  neighborhood  of 
any  of  the  ruins.  Some  of  them,  consisting  of  earthen  or 
marble  vases,  fragments  of  statues,  and  the  like,  are  fantastic, 
and  even  hideous ;  others  show  much  grace  and  beauty  of  de- 
sign, and  are  apparently  well  executed."  It  may  seem  extraor- 
dinary, that  no  iron  in  the  buildings  themselves,  nor  iron  tools, 
should  have  been  discovereu,  considering  that  the  materials 
used  are  chiefly  granite,  very  hard,  and  carefnlly  hewn  and  pol- 
ished. Red  copper  chisels  and  axes  have  been  picked  up  in  the 
midst  of  large  blocks  of  granite  imperfectly  cut,  with  fragments 
of  pillars  and  architraves,  in  the  quarries  near  Mitla.'^^    Tools 

74  Ante,  Vol,  I.  p.  182-185. 

■^^  It  is  impossible  to  look  at  Waldeck's  finished  drawings  of  buildings, 
where  Time  seems  scarcely  to  have  set  his  mark  on  the  nicely  chiselled  stone, 
and  the  clear  tints  are  hardly  defaced  by  a  weather-stain,  without  regarding 
the  artist's  work  as  a  restoration  ;  a  picture,  true,  it  may  be,  of  those  build- 
ings in  the  day  of  their  glory,  but  not  of  their  decay. — CogoUudo,  who  saw 
them  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  speaks  of  them  with  admira- 
tion, as  works  of  "  accomplished  architects,"  of  whom  history  has  preserved 
no  tradition.     Historia  de  Yucatan,  (Madrid,  1688,)  lib.  4,  cap.  2. 

■^6  In  the  original  text  is  a  description  of  some  of  these  ruins,  especially  of 
those  of  Mitla  and  Palenque.  It  would  have  had  novelty  at  the  time  in  which 
it  was  written,  since  the  only  accounts  of  these  buildings  were  in  the  colossal 
publications  of  Lord  Kingsborough,  and  in  the  Antiquites  Mexicaines,  not  very 
accessible  to  most  readers.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  descriptions,  now 
familiar  to  every  one,  and  so  much  better  executed  than  they  can  be  by  me,  iq 
the  spirited  pages  of  Stephens. 

■^■^  See,  in  particular,  two  terracotta  busts  with  helmets,  found  in  Oaxaca, 
which  might  well  pass  for  Greek,  both  in  the  style  of  the  heads,  and  the 
casques  that  cover  them.     Antiquites  Mexicaines,  tom.  III.  Exp.  2,  Pi.  36. 

'8  Dupaix  speaks  of  these  tools,  as  made  of  pure  copper.  But  doubtlcs* 
there  was  some  alloy  mixed  with  it,  as  was  practised  by  the  Aztecs  and 
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of  a  similar  kind  have  been  discovered,  also,  in  the  quarries  near 
Thebes  ;  and  the  difficulty,  nay,  impossibility,  of  cutting  such 
masses  from  the  living  rock,  with  any  tools  which  we  possess, 
except  iron,  has  confirmed  an  ingenious  writer  in  the  supposi- 
tion, that  this  metal  must  have  been  employed  by  the  Egyptians, 
but  that  its  tendency  to  decomposition,  especially  in  a  nitrous  soil, 
has  prevented  any  specimens  of  it  from  being  preserved.'®  Yet 
iron  has  been  found,  after  the  lapse  of  some  thousands  of  year^ 
in  the  remains  of  antiquity ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  the  Mexicans, 
down  to  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  used  only  copper  instruments, 
with  an  alloy  of  tin,  and  a  siliceous  powder,  to  cut  the  hardest 
stones,  and  some  of  them  of  enormous  dimensions.^  This 
fact,  with  the  additional  circumstance,  that  only  similar  tools 
have  been  found  in  Central  America,  strengthens  the  conclusion, 
that  iron  was  neither  known  there,  nor  in  ancient  Egypt. 

But  what  are  the  nations  of  the  Old  Continent,  whose  style 
of  architecture  bears  most  resemblance  to  that  of  the  remark- 
able monuments  of  Chiapa  and  Yucatan  ?  The  points  of  resem- 
blance will,  probably,  be  found  neither  numerous  nor  decisive. 
There  is,  indeed,  some  analogy  both  to  the  Egyptian  and  Asi- 
atic style  of  architecture  in  the  pyramidal,  terrace-formed  bases 
on  which  the  buildings  repose,  resembling,  also,  the  Toltcc  and 
Mexican  teocalli.  A  similar  care,  also,  is  observed  in  the  people 
of  both  hemispheres,  to  adjust  the  position  of  their  buildings  by 
the  cardinal  points.  The  walls  in  both  are  covered  with  figures 
and  hieroglyphics,  which,  on  the  American,  as  on  the  Egyptian, 
may  be  designed,  perhaps,  to  record  the  laws  and  historical  an- 
nals of  the  nation.  These  figures,  as  well  as  the  buildings 
themselves,  are  found  to  have  been  stained  with  various  dyes, 
principally  vermiliion  ;"  a  favorite  color  with  the  Egyptians,  also, 
who  painted  their  colossal  statues  and  temples  of  granite.^'* 
Notwithstanding  these  points  of  similarity,  the  Talcnquc  archi- 
tecture has  little  to  remind  us  of  the  Egyptian,  or  of  the  Orien- 
tal.    It  is,  indeed,  more  conformable,  in  the   perpendicular  ele- 

Egyjitians  ;  otherwise,  their  edges  must  have  been  easily  turned  by  the  hard 
•ubsl.inces  on  which  they  were  employed. 

™  Wilkinson,  Ancient  Egyptians,  vol.  III.  pp.  246-254. 

^  Ante,  Vol.  I.  p.  139.  J 

"   Waldcck,  Atlas  I'utorcsciue,  p.  73. 

The  fortress  of  Xochicalco  was  also  colored  with  a  red  paint  ;  ( Anti(jiiii^s 
Mexicaines,  torn.  I.  p.  20  ;)  and  a  cement  of  the  same  color  covered  the  Tol- 
tcc pyramid  at  Tcotihiiacan,  according  to  Mr.  lUilloik,  Six  Months  in 
Mexico,  vol.  II.  p.  143. 

"■^  Description  de  rKgvpte,  Anli(|.,  (om.  II.  cap.  9,  sec.  4. 

The  huge  image  of  the  Sphinx  w.is  originally  r«)l<»rcd  red.  (Clarke's 
Travels,  Vdl.  V.  n.  202.)  Indrcd,  m.iriv  of  the  edifies,  as  well  as  statiio«,  of 
Ancient  (irccce,  also,  still  exhihit  ti.i.(  s Lf  having  been  painted. 
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vation  of  the  walls,  the  moderate  size  of  the  stones,  and  the 
general  arrangement  of  the  parts,  to  the  European.  It  must 
be  admitted,  however,  to  have  a  character  of  originality  peculiar 
to  itself. 

More  positive  proofs  of  communication  with  the  East  might 
be  looked  for  in  their  sculpture,  and  in  the  conventional  forms 
of  their  hieroglyphics.  But  the  sculptures  on  the  Palenque 
buildings  are  in  relief,  unlike  the  Egyptian,  which  are  usually  in 
intaglio.  The  Egyptians  were  not  very  successful  in  their  repre- 
sentations of  the  human  figure,  which  are  on  the  same  invariable 
model,  always  in  profile,  from  the  greater  facility  of  execution 
this  presents  over  the  front  view  ;  the  full  eye  is  placed  on  the 
side  of  the  head,  while  the  countenance  is  similar  in  all,  and 
perfectly  destitute  of  expression.^  The  Palenque  artists  were 
equally  awkward  in  representing  the  various  attitudes  of  the 
body,  which  they  delineated  also  in  profile.  But  the  parts  are 
executed  with  much  correctness,  and  sometimes  gracefully ;  the 
costume  is  rich  and  various  ;  and  the  ornamented  head-dress, 
typical,  perhaps,  like  the  Aztec,  of  the  name  and  condition  of 
the  party,  conforms  in  its  magnificence  to  the  Oriental  taste. 
The  countenance  is  various,  and  often  expressive.  The  contour 
of  the  head  is,  indeed,  most  extraordinary,  describing  almost  a 
semi-circle  from  the  forehead  to  the  tip  of  the  nose,  and  con- 
tracted towards  the  crown,  whether  from  the  artificial  pressure 
practised  by  many  of  the  Aborigines,  or  from  some  preposterous 
notion  of  ideal  beauty.^  But,  while  superior  in  the  execution 
of  the  details,  the  Palenque  artist  was  far  inferior  to  the  Egyp- 
tian in  the  number  and  variety  of  the  objects  displayed  by  him, 
which,  on  the  Theban  temples,  comprehend  animals  as  well  as 
men,  and  almost  every  conceivable  object  of  use,  or  elegant  art. 

The  hieroglyphics  are  too  few  on  the  American  buildings  to 
authorize  any  decisive  inference.      On  comparing  them,  how- 

^  The  various  causes  of  the  stationary  condition  of  art  in  Egypt,  for  so 
many  ages,  are  clearly  exposed  by  the  duke  di  Serradifalco,  in  his  Antichith 
dellaSicilia;  (Palermo,  1834,  tom.  II.  pp.  33,  34;)  a  work  in  which  the 
author,  while  illustrating  the  antiquities  of  a  little  island,  has  thrown  a  flood 
of  light  on  the  arts  and  literary  culture  of  ancient  Greece. 

^*  *'  The  ideal  is  not  always  the  beautiful,"  as  Winckelmann  truly  says, 
referring  to  the  Egyptian  figures.  (Histoire  de  I'Art  chez  les  Anciens,  liv.  4, 
chap.  2,  trad.  Fr. )  It  is  not  impossible,  however,  that  the  portraits  mention- 
ed in  the  text  may  be  copies  from  life.  Some  of  the  rude  tribes  of  America 
distorted  their  infants*  heads  into  forms  quite  as  fantastic,  and  Garcilaso  de 
la  Vega  speaks  of  a  nation  discovered  by  the  Spaniards  in  Florida,  with  a 
formation  apparently  not  unlike  the  Palenque.  "  Tienen  cabezas  increiblemente 
largos^  y  ahusadas  far  a  arriba,  que  las  ponen  asi  con  artificio,  atandoselas 
desde  el  punto,  que  nascen  las  criaturas,  hasta  que  sonde  nueve  6diez  aflos.** 
La  Florida,  (Madrid,  1723,)  p.  190. 
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ever,  with  those  of  the  Dresden  codex,  probably  from  this  same 
quarter  of  the  country,^  with  those  on  the  monument  of  Xochi- 
calcb,  and  with  the  ruder  picture-writing  of  the  Aztecs,  it  is  not 
easy  to  discern  anything  which  indicates  a  common  system. 
Still  less  obvious  is  the  resemblance  to  the  Egyptian  characters, 
whose  refined  and  delicate  abbreviations  approach  almost  to  the 
simplicity  of  an  alphabet.  Yet  the  Palenque  writing  shows  an  ad- 
vanced stage  of  the  art  ;  and,  though  somewhat  clumsy,  intimates, 
by  the  conventional  and  arbitrary  forms  of  the  hieroglyphics, 
that  it  was  symbolical,  and  perhaps  phonetic,  in  its  character* 
That  its  mysterious  import  will  ever  be  deciphered  is  scarcely  to 
be  expected.  The  language  of  the  race  who  employed  it,  the 
race  itself,  is  unknown.  And  it  is  not  likely  that  another  Roset- 
ta  stone  will  be  found,  with  its  trilingual  inscription,  to  supply 
the  means  of  comparison,  and  to  guide  the  American  Champol- 
lion  in  the  path  of  discovery. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  these  mysterious  monuments 
of  a  lost  civilization,  without  a  strong  feeling  of  curiosity  as  to 
who  were  their  architects,  and  what  is  their  probable  age.  The 
data,  on  which  to  rest  our  conjectures  of  their  age,  are  not  very 
substantial  ;  although  some  find  in  them  a  warrant  for  an  an- 
tiquity of  thousands  of  years,  coeval  with  the  architecture  of 
Egypt  and  Hindostan.^  But  the  interpretation  of  hieroglyphics, 
and  the  apparent  duration  of  trees,  are  vague  and  unsatisfac- 
tory.*    And  how  far  can  we  derive  an  argument  from  the  discol- 

**  For  a  notice  of  this  remarkable  codex,  see  Ante,  Vol,  I.  p.  104.  There 
is,  indeed,  a  resemblance,  in  the  use  of  straight  lines  and  dots,  between  the 
Palenque  writing  and  the  Dresden  MS.  Possibly  these  dots  denoted  years, 
like  the  rounds  m  the  Mexican  system. 

*'*'  The  hieroglyphics  are  arranged  in  perpendicular  lines.  The  heads  are 
uniformly  turned  towards  the  right,  as  in  the  Dresden  MS. 

^  *' Lcs  ruincs,"  says  the  enthusiastic  chevalier  Le  Noir,  "sans  nom,  4 
qui  Ton  a  donn^  celuide  PaUnque^  peuvent  remonter  commc  les  plus  ancien- 
nes  ruincs  du  monde  k  trois  millc  ans.  Ceci  n'est  point  mon  opinion  seulc  ; 
c'est  ccllc  dc  tons  les  voyageurs  qui  ont  vu  les  mines  dont  il  s'agit,  dc  tons  le» 
arch^ologues  cjui  en  out  cxamin6  les  dessins  on  In  les  descriptions,  enfln  dcs 
histnricns  (|ui  ont  fait  des  rcchcrchcs,  et  (jui  n'ont  rien  trouve  dai.>  lc» 
annalcs  du  monde  (jui  fasse  soup^onner  r<J|)oque  de  la  fondation  de  tcls 
monuments,  dont  I'origine  se  pcrd  dans  la  nuit  des  temps."  (Antiquitcs 
Mcxicaincs,  torn.  1 1.,  Kxamcn,  p.  73.)  Colonel  Galindo,  fired  with  the  (on- 
tcmplation  of  the  American  ruins,  pronounces  this  country  the  true  cradle  of 
civilization,  whence  it  p.isscd  over  to  China,  and  latterly  to  Europe,  which, 
whatever  "  its  foolish  vanity  "may  pretend,  has  but  just  started  in  the  march 
of  improvement  I  See  his  Letter  on  ^opan,  ap.  Trans,  of  Am.  Ant.  Soc., 
TOl.   II. 

*^  From  these  sources  of  information,  and  cspcciallv  from  the  numl>rr  of 
the  concentric  rings  in  some  old  trees,  and  the  incrustation  of  stala«-tifca 
found  on  the  ruins  of  Palcncjut,  Mr.  \Valdr<.k  c«)m|)Ulc8  their  age  at  between 
two  and  three  thousanil  years.    Voy.igc  en  Yucatan,  p.  78.)     The  criterion,  at 
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oration  and  dilapidated  condition  of  the  ruins,  when  we  find  so 
many  structures  of  the  Middle  Ages  dark  and  mouldering  with 
decay,  while  the  marbles  of  the  Acropolis,  and  the  gray  stone  of 
Paestum,  still  shine  in  their  primitive  splendor  ? 

There  are,  however,  undoubted  proofs  of  considerable  age  to 
be  found  there.  Trees  have  shot  up  in  the  midst  of  the  build- 
ings, which  measure,  it  is  said,  more  than  nine  feet  in  diame- 
ter.^® A  still  more  striking  fact  is  the  accumulation  of  vegetable 
mould  in  one  of  the  courts,  to  the  depth  of  nine  feet  above  the 
pavement.^'^  This  in  our  latitude  would  be  decisive  of  a  very 
great  antiquity.  But,  in  the  rich  soil  of  Yucatan,  and  under  the 
ardent  sun  of  the  tropics,  vegetation  bursts  forth  with  irrepres* 
sible  exuberance,  and  generations  of  plants  succeed  each  other 
without  intermission,  leaving  an  accumulation  of  deposits,  that 
would  have  perished  under  a  northern  winter.  Another  evidence 
of  their  age  is  afforded  by  the  circumstance,  that,  in  one  of  the 
courts  of  Uxmal,  the  granite  pavement,  on  which  the  figures  of 
tortoises  were  raised  in  relief,  is  worn  nearly  smooth  by  the  feet 
of  the  crowds  who  have  passed  over  it ;  ^^  a  curious  fact,  suggest- 
ing mferences  both  in  regard  to  the  age  and  population  of  the 
place.  Lastly,  we  have  authority  for  carrying  back  the  date  of 
many  of  these  ruins  to  a  certain  period,  since  they  were  found 
in  a  deserted,  and  probably  dilapidated,  state  by  the  first  Span- 
iards who  entered  the  country.  Their  notices,  indeed,  are  brief 
and  casual,  for  the  old  Conquerors  had  little  respect  for  works 
of  art  ;^  and  it  is  fortunate  for  these  structures,  that  they  had 

far  as  the  trees  are  concerned,  cannot  be  relied  on  in  an  advanced  stage  o/ 
their  growth;  and  as  to  the  stalactite  formations,  they  are  obviously  affected 
by  too  many  casual  circumstances,  to  afford  the  basis  of  an  accurate  calcula* 
tion. 

8^  Waldeck,  Voyage  en  Yucatan,  ubi  supra. 

^  x'Vntiquites  Mexicaines,  Examen,  p.  76. 

Hardly  deep  enough,  however,  to  justify  Captain  Dupaix's  surmise  of  th^ 
antediluvian  existence  of  these  buildings;  especially,  considering  that  the 
accumulation  was  in  the  shellered  position  of  an  interior  court. 

91  Waldeck,  Voyage  en  Yucatan,  p.  97. 

^2  The  chaplain  of  Grijalva  speaks  with  admiration  of  the  "  lofty  towers  o^ 
stone  and  lime,  some  of  them  very  ancient,"  found  in  Yucatan.  (Itinerario, 
MS.  (1518). )  Bernal  Diaz,  witia  similar  expressions  of  wonder,  refers  the 
curious  antique  relics  found  there  to  the  Jews.  (Hist,  de  la  Conquista, 
cap.  2,  6.)  Alvarado,  in  a  letter  to  Cortes,  expatiates  on  the  *'  maravilloso* 
et  grandes  edificios,"  to  be  seen  in  Guatemala.  Oviedo,  Hist,  de  las  Ind., 
MS.,  lib.  33,  cap.  42.)  According  to  Cogolludo,  the  Spaniards,  who  could 
get  no  tradition  of  their  origin,  referred  them  to  the  Phoenicians  or  Car- 
thaginians. (Hist,  de  Yucatan,  lib.  4,  cap.  2.)  He  cites  the  following 
emphatic  notice  of  these  remains  from  Las  Casas:  **  Ciertamente  la  tierra  de 
Yucathan  da  a  entender  cosas  muy  especiales,  y  de  mayor  antiguedad,  por  las 
grandes,  admirables,  y  excessivas  maneras  de  edificios,  y  letreros  de  ciertos 
caracteras,  que   en    otra  ninguna    parte  se  hallan."     Loc.  cit.)     Even  the 
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ceased  to  be  the  living  temples  of  the  gods,  since  no  merit  of 
architecture,  probably,  would  have  availed  to  save  them  from 
the  general  doom  of  the  monuments  of  Mexico. 

If  we  find  it  so  difficult  to  settle  the  age  of  these  buildings, 
what  can  we  hope  to  know  of  their  architects  ?  Little  can  be 
gleamed  from  the  rude  people  by  whom  they  are  surrounded. 
The  old  Tezcucan  chronicler,  so  often  quoted  by  me,  the  best 
authority  for  the  traditions  of  his  country,  reports,  that  the  Tol- 
tecs,  on  the  breaking  up  of  their  empire, — which  he  places,  ear- 
lier than  most  authorities,  in  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century, — 
migrating  from  Anahuac,  spread  themselves  over  Guatemala, 
Tecuantepec,  Campeachy,  and  the  coasts  and  neighboring  isles 
on  both  sides  of  the  Isthmus.*^  This  assertion,  important,  con- 
sidering its  source,  is  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  several  of  the 
nations  in  that  quarter  adopted  systems  of  astronomy  and  chron- 
ology, as  well  as  sacerdotal  institutions,  very  similar  to  the 
Aztcc,^  which,  as  we  have  seen,  were  also  probably  derived  from 
the  Toltecs,  their  more  polished  predecessors  in  the  land. 

If  so  recent  a  date  for  the  construction  of  the  American  build- 
ings be  thought  incompatible  with  this  oblivion  of  their  origin,  it 
Bhould  be  remembered  how  treacherous  a  thing  is  tradition,  and 
how  easily  the  links  of  the  chain  are  severed.  The  builders  of 
the  pyramids  had  been  forgotten  before  the  time  of  the  earliest 
Greek   historians.**     The  antiquary  still   disputes,  whether  the 

Inquisitive  Martyr  has  collected  no  particulars  respecting  them,  merely 
noticing  the  buildings  of  this  region  with  general  expressions  of  admiration. 
(De  Insulis  nuper  Inventis,  pp.  334-3^0.)  ^'hat  is  quite  as  surprising  is  the 
silence  of  Cortes,  who  traversed  the  country  forming  the  base  of  Yucatan,  in 
his  famous  expedition  to  Honduras,  of  which  he  has  given  many  details  we 
would  gladly  have  exchanged  for  a  word  respecting  those  interesting  memo- 
rials.    Carta  Quinta  de  Cortes,  MS. 

I  must  add,  that  some  remarks  in  the  above  paragraph  in  the  text  wo'ild 
have  l)cen  omitted,  had  I  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Stephens'  researches, 
when  it  was  originally  written.  This  is  especially  the  case  witii  the  reflections 
on  the  probable  condition  of  these  structures  at  the  time  of  the  Conquest; 
when  some  of  them  would  appear  to  have  been  still  used  for  their  original 
purposes. 

'*^  *'  Asimismo  los  Tultecasque  escaparon  sc  fu<fron  por  las  costas  del  ^fa^ 
del  ^nr  y  Norte,  como  son  Huatiinala,  Tecuantepec,  Cuauh/.acualco,  C.im- 
pcchy,  Tecolotlan,  y  los  de  las  Isl.isy  Costas  de  una  mar  y  otra,  que  despucs 
8e  vinitron  a  miiliiplicar."     Ixtlilxocniil,  Relariones,  MS.,  No.  5. 

•*  Ilcrrcra.  Hist.  General,  dec.  4,  lib.  10,  rnp.  1-4. — Cogolludo,  Hist,  de 
Yucatan,  lib.  4.  cap.  5. — Pet.  Martyr,  De  insulis,  ubi  supra. 

M.  Waldcck  comes  to  just  the  opposite  inference,  namely,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Yucatan  were  the  true  aourrcs  of  the  Toltec  and  A/tec  civilization. 
(Voyage  en  Yucatan,  p.  72.'*  '*  Doubt  must  l>e  our  lot  in  everything,"  ex- 
claims the  honest  captain  Dupaix, — "  the  true  faith  ahwys  excepted,**  Ant\- 
quites  Mcxicaines,  tom.  I.  p.  i\. 

**  Inter  omnes  cos  nmi  constat  a  qiiibus  fartnr  vint,  jiistis<;inio  casu,  obli* 
is  tant;c  vanitalin  auctoribus."     Pliny,  Hist.  Nat.,  bb.  36,  cap.  17. 
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frightful  inclination  of  that  architectural  miracle,  the  tower  of 
Pisa,  standing,  as  it  does,  in  the  heart  of  a  populous  city,  was 
the  work  of  accident  or  design.  And  we  have  seen  how  soon  the 
Tezcucans,  dwelling  amidst  the  ruins  of  their  royal  palaces,  built 
just  before  the  Conquest,  had  forgotten  their  history,  while  the 
more  inquisitive  traveller  refers  their  construction  to  some  re- 
mote period  before  the  Aztecs.^ 

The  reader  has  now  seen  the  principal  points  of  coincidence 
insisted  on  between  the  civilization  of  ancient  Mexico,  and  the 
eastern  hemisphere.  In  presenting  them  to  him,  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  confine  myself  to  such  as  rest  on  sure  historic  grounds  ; 
and  not  so  much  to  offer  my  own  opinion,  as  to  enable  him  to 
form  one  for  himself.  There  are  some  material  embarrassments 
in  the  way  to  this,  however,  which  must  not  be  passed  over  in 
silence.  These  consist,  not  in  explaining  the  fact,  that,  while 
the  mythic  system  and  the  science  of  the  Aztecs  afford  some 
striking  points  of  analogy  with  the  Asiatic,  they  should  differ  in 
so  many  more  ;  for  the  same  phenomenon  is  found  among  the 
nations  of  the  Old  World,  who  seem  to  have  borrowed  from  one 
another  those  ideas,  only,  best  suited  to  their  peculiar  genius 
and  institutions.  Nor  does  the  difficulty  lie  in  accounting  for 
the  great  dissimilarity  of  the  American  languages  to  those  in  the 
other  hemisphere  ;  for  the  difference  with  these  is  not  greater 
than  what  exists  among  themselves  ;  and  no  one  will  contend 
for  a  separate  origin  for  each  of  the  Aboriginal  tribes.^"  But  it 
is  scarcely  possible  to  reconcile  the  knowledge  of  Oriental 
science  with  the  total  ignorance  of  some  of  the  most  serviceable 
and  familiar  arts,  as  the  use  of  milk,  and  iron,  for  example  ;  arts 
so  simple,  yet  so  important  to  domestic  comfort,  that  when  once 
acquired,  they  could  hardly  be  lost. 

The  Aztecs  had  no  useful  domesticated  animals.  And  we  have 
seen  that  they  employed  bronze,  as  a  substitute  for  iron,  for  all  me- 
chanical purposes.  The  bison,  or  wild  cow  of  America,  however, 
which  ranges  in  countless  herds  over  the  magnificent  prairies  of 
the  west,  yields  milk  like  the  tame  animal  of  the  same  spieces, 
in  Asia  and  Europe  ;  ^  and  iron  was  scattered  in  large  masses 

96  Ante,  Vol.  I.  p.  185. 

^  At  least,  this  is  true  of  the  etymology  of  lliese  languages,  and,  as  such, 
was  adduced  by  Mr.  Edward  Everett,  in  his  Lectures  on  the  Aboriginal  civil- 
ization of  America,  forming  part  of  a  course  delivered  some  years  since  by 
that  acute  and  highly  accomplished  scholar. 

^  The  mixed  breed,  from  the  buffalo  and  the  European  stock,  was  knovm 
formerly  in  the  north-western  counties  of  Virginia,  says  Mr.  Gallatin:  (Sy- 
nopsis, sec.  5  ;)  who  is,  however,  mistaken  in  asserting,  that  '*  the  bison  is 
not  known  to  have  ever  been  domesticated  by  the  Indians."  (Ubi  supra. ) 
Gomara  speaks  of  a  nation ,  dwelling  about  40^  north  latitude,  on  the  north- 
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over  the  surface  of  the  table-land.  Yet  there  have  been  people 
considerably  civilized  in  Eastern  Asia,  who  were  almost  equally 
strangers  to  the  use  of  milk.^  The  Buffalo  range  was  not  so 
much  on  the  western  coast,  as  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains ;  ^^  and  the  migratory  Aztec  might  well  doubt, 
whether  the  wild,  uncouth  monsters,  whom  he  occasionally  saw 
bounding  with  such  fury  over  the  distant  plains,  were  capable  of 
domestication,  like  the  meek  animals  which  he  had  left  grazing 
in  the  green  pastures  of  Asia.  Iron,  too,  though  met  with  on 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  was  more  tenacious,  and  harder  to 
work,  than  copper,  which  he  also  found  in  much  greater  quantities 
on  his  route.  It  is  possible,  moreover,  that  his  migration  may 
have  been  previous  to  the  time  when  iron  was  used  by  his  na- 
tion ;  for  we  have  seen  more  than  one  people  in  the  Old  World 
employing  bronze  and  copper,  with  entire  ignorance,  apparently, 
of  any  more  serviceable  metal. ^'^^ — Such  is  the  explanation,  unsatis- 
factory, indeed,  but  the  best  that  suggests  itself,  of  this  curious 
anomaly. 

western  borders  of  New  Spain,  whose  chief  wealth  was  in  droves  of  these 
cattle,  {dityes  con  U7ia giba  sobre  la  cruz,  "  oxen  with  a  hump  on  the  shoulders,**) 
from  which  thev  got  their  clothing,  food,  and  drink,  which  last,  however,  ai>- 
pears  to  have  oeen  only  the  blood  of  the  animal.  —  iiistoria  de  las  Indias, 
cap.  214,  ap.  Barcia,  torn.  II. 

**♦  The  people  of  parts  of  China,  for  example,  and,  above  all,  of  Cochin 
China,  who  never  milk  their  cows,  according  to  Macartney,  cited  by  Hum- 
boldt, Essai  Politique,  tom.  III.  p.  5S,  note. — See,  also,  p.  118. 

^^  The  native  regions  of  the  buffalo  were  the  vast  prairies  of  the  Missouri, 
and  they  wandered  over  the  long  reach  of  country  east  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, from  55**  north,  to  the  head-waters  of  the  streams  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  Rio  del  Norte.  The  Columbia  plains,  savs  Gallatin,  were  as 
naked  of  game  as  of  trees.  (Synopsis,  sec.  5.)  That  the  bison  was  some- 
times found,  also,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains,  is  plain  from  Gomara's 
statement.  (I list,  de  las  Ind.,  loo  cit.)  Sec,  also,  Lact,  who  traces  their 
•outhern  wanderings  to  the  river  Vaquimi,  (?)  in  the  province  of  Cinaloa,  on 
the  Californian  Gulf.     Novus  Orbis,  (Lug.  Bat.  1633,)  p.  286. 

I'^i  Ante,  Vol.  I.  p.  139. 

Thus,  Lucretius, 

V.x  prior  aeriR  erat,  quam  fcrri  cojtnitiw  usiiji. 

Quo  facilis  ma^;is  est  iinlura,  ft  copia  tn  lior 

iT^rc  solum  terrx"  tracUbant,  a:n:quc  belli 

Misccbant  fluctus." 

Dr  RukUM  Natuka,  lib.  c. 
According  to  Carli,  the  Chinese  were  acf;uaintcd  with  irou  "^  000  years  nc- 
fore  Christ.  (Ixttres  Amt'ric. ,  tom,  H.  p.  63.)  Sir  f.  G.  \Vilkinson,  in  an 
elaborate  incjuirv  into  its  first  appearance  among  the  |>cople  of  Europe  and 
"VV'estern  Asia,  finds  no  traces  of  it  f-ariicr  than  the  sixteenth  century  before 
the  Christian  cr.i,  (Ancient  Egyptians,  vol.  IH.  pp.  241  -  246.)  Theoriginof 
the  most  useful  arts  is  lost  in  darkness.  Their  vcrv  utilitv  is  one  cause  of 
this,  from  the  rapidity  with  whi(  h  thev  arc  diffused  among  distant  nations. 
Another  cause  is  that,  in  the  first  ages  of  the  discovrrv,  men  arc  more  01  iii. 
pied  with  av.iilinn  tlieniselvi-s  of  it  than  with  retording  its  history  ;  until  timt 
turns  history  into  tictiun.     Instances  are  familiar  to  every  schooUbov. 
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The  consideration  of  these  and  similar  difficulties  has  led  some 
writers  to  regard  the  antique  American  civilization  as  purely  in- 
digenous. Whichever  way  we  turn,  the  subject  is  full  of  embar« 
rassment.  It  is  easy,  indeed,  by  fastening  the  attention  on  one 
portion  of  it,  to  come  to  a  conclusion.  In  this  way,  while  some 
feel  little  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  American  civilization 
original  ;  others,  no  less  certainly,  discern  in  it  a  Hebrew,  or  an 
Egyptian,  or  a  Chinese,or  a  Tartar  origin,  as  their  eyes  are  at- 
tracted by  the  light  of  analogy  too  exclusively  to  this  or  the 
other  quarter.  The  number  of  contradictory  lights,  of  itself, 
perplexes  the  judgment,  and  prevents  us  from  arriving  at  a 
precise  and  positive  inference.  Indeed,  the  affectation  of  this, 
in  so  doubtful  a  matter,  argues  a  most  unphilosophical  mind. 
Yet,  where  there  is  most  doubt,  there  is  often  the  most  dogma- 
tism. 

The  reader  of  the  preceding  pages  may,  perhaps,  acquiesce  in 
the  general  conclusions, — not  startling  by  their  novelty, — 

First,  that  the  coincidences  are  sufficiently  strong  to  authorize 
a  belief,  that  the  civilization  of  Anahuac  was,  in  some  degree, 
influenced  by  that  of  Eastern  Asia. 

And,  secondly,  that  the  discrepancies  are  such  as  to  carry 
back  the  communication  to  a  very  remote  period  ;  so  remote, 
that  this  foreign  influence  has  been  too  feeble  to  interfere  materi- 
ally with  the  growth  of  what  may  be  regarded,  in  its  essential 
features,  as  a  peculiar  and  indigenous  civilization. 
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ORIGINAL  DOCUMENTS. 
No.  I. — See  Vol.  I.,  p.  121, 

ADVICE  OF  AN  AZTEC  MOTHER  TO  HER  DAUGHTER;  TRANSLATED 
TROM  SAHAGUN'S  "  HISTORIA  DE  NUEVA  ESPANA,"  LIB.  VI., 
CAP.    XIX, 

[I  have  thought  it  best  to  have  this  translation  made  in  the 
most  literal  manner,  that  the  reader  may  have  a  correct  idea  of 
the  strange  mixture  of  simplicity,  approaching  to  childishness, 
and  moral  sublimity,  which  exist  together  in  the  original.  It  is 
the  product  of  the  twilight  of  civilization.] 

My  beloved  -daughter,  very  dear  little  dove,  you  have  already  heard  and 
attended  to  the  words  which  your  father  has  told  you.  They  are  jirecious 
words,  and  such  as  are  rarely  spoken  or  listened  to,  and  which  have  proceeded 
from  the  bowels  and  heart,  in  which  they  were  treasured  up;  and  your  beloved 
father  well  knows  that  you  are  his  daughter,  begotten  of  him,  are  his  blood, 
and  his  flesh;  and  Ood  our  Lord  knows  that  it  is  so.  Although  you  arc  a 
woman,  and  are  the  ima^^e  of  your  father^  what  more  can  I  say  to  you  than 
has  already  been  said  ?  What  more  can  you  hear  than  what  you  have  hcaid 
from  your  lord  and  father?  who  has  fully  told  you  what  it  is  becoming  for 
you  to  do  aiul  to  avoid,  nor  is  there  anything  remaining,  which  concerns  you, 
that  he  has  not  touched  upon.  Nevertheless,  that  I  may  do  towards  you  mv 
whole  duty,  I  will  say  to  you  some  few  words. — The  first  thine  that  1 
earnestly  charge  upon  you  is,  that  you  observe  am!  do  not  forget  what  vour 
father  has  now  told  you,  since  it  is  all  very  precious ;  and  persons  of  his 
condition  rarely  publish  such  things;  for  they  arc  the  words  which  belong  to 
the  nobh*  and  wise, — valuable  as  rich  jewels.  See,  then,  that  you  take  them 
and  lav  them  up  in  vour  heart,  and  write  them  in  your  bowels.  If  God  gives 
you  life,  with  these  sanie  words  will  you  tcac  h  vour  sons  and  tlaughtcrs,  if  God 
shall  give  you  them. — The  second  thing  that  t  desire  to  say  to  you  is,  that  I 
love  you  much,  that  you  are  my  dear  daughter.  Remember  that  nine  months 
I  bore  you  in  my  womb,  that  you  were  born  and  brought  up  in  my  arms.  I 
plarrd  you  in  your  cratUe,  and  in  mv  lap.  and  with  my  milk  I  nursed  you. 
This  I  tell  you,  in  order  that  you  may  know  that  I  and  your  father  arc  the 
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source  of  your  being;  it  is  we  who  now  instruct  you.  See  that  you  receive 
our  words,  and  treasure  them  in  your  breast. — Take  care  that  your  garments 
are  such  as  are  decent  and  proper ;  and  observe  that  you  do  not  adorn  your- 
self with  much  finery,  since  this  is  a  mark  of  vanity  and  of  folly.  As  little 
becoming  is  it,  that  your  dress  shall  be  very  mean,  dirty,  or  ragged;  since 
rags  are  a  mark  of  the  low,  and  of  those  who  are  held  in  contempt.  Let 
your  clothes  be  becoming  and  neat,  that  you  may  neither  appear  fantastic  nor 
mean.  When  you  speak,  do  not  hurry  your  words  from  uneasiness,  but  speak 
deliberately  and  calmly.  Do  not  raise  your  voice  very  high,  nor  speak  very 
low,  but  in  a  moderate  tone.  Neither  mince,  when  you  speak,  nor  when  you 
salute,  nor  speak  through  vour  nose ;  but  let  your  words  be  proper,  of  a  good 
sound,  and  your  voice  gentle.  Do  not  be  nice  in  the  choice  of  your  words. 
In  walking,  my  daughter,  see  that  you  behave  becomingly,  neither  going  with 
haste,  nor  too  slowly;  since  it  is  an  evidence  of  being  puffed  up,  to  walk  too 
slowly,  and  walking  hastily  causes  a  vicious  habit  of  restlessness  and  insta- 
bility. Therefore  neither  walk  very  fast,  nor  very  slow;  yet  when  it  shall  be 
necessary  to  go  with  haste,  do  so, — in  this  use  your  discretion.  And  when 
you  may  be  obliged  to  jump  over  a  pool  of  water,  do  it  with  decency,  that  you 
may  neither  appear  clumsy  nor  light.  When  you  are  in  the  street,  do  not 
carry  your  head  much  inclined,  or  your  body  bent ;  nor  as  little  go  with  your 
head  very  much  raised  ;  since  it  is  a  mark  of  ill  breeding  ;  walk  erect,  and 
with  your  head  slightly  inclined.  Do  not  have  your  mouth  covered,  or  your 
face,  from  shame,  nor  go  looking  like  a  near-sighted  person,  nor,  on  your 
way,  make  fantastic  movements  with  your  feet.  Walk  through  the  street 
quietly,  and  with  propriety.  Another  thing  that  you  must  attend  to,  my 
daughter,  is,  that,  when  you  are  in  the  street,  you  do  not  go  looking  hither 
and  thither,  nor  turning  your  head  to  look  at  this  and  that  ;  walk  neither  look- 
ing at  the  skies,  nor  on  the  ground.  Do  not  look  upon  those  whom  you  meet 
with  the  eyes  of  an  offended  person,  nor  have  the  appearance  of  being  uneasy ; 
but  of  one  who  looks  upon  all  with  a  serene  countenance;  doing  this,  you  will 
give  no  one  occasion  of  being  offended  with  you.  Show  a  becoming  count- 
enance; that  you  may  neither  appear  morose,  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  too 
complaisant.  See,  my  daughter,  that  you  give  yourself  no  concern  about  the 
words  you  may  hear,  in  going  through  the  street,  nor  pay  any  regard  to  them, 
let  those  who  come  and  go  say  what  they  will.  Take  care  that  you  neither 
answer  nor  speak,  but  act  as  if  you  neither  heard  nor  understood  them;  since 
doing  in  this  manner,  no  one  will  be  able  to  say  with  truth  that  you  have  said 
anything  amiss.  See,  likewise,  my  daughter,  that  you  never  paint  your  face, 
or  stain  it  or  your  lips  with  colors,  in  order  to  appear  well ;  since  this  is  a 
mark  of  vile  and  unchaste  women.  Paints  and  coloring  are  things  which  bad 
women  use, — the  immodest,  who  have  lost  all  shame  and  even  sense,  who  are 
like  fools  and  drunkards,  and  are  called  r^w-fr^j  (prostitutes).  But,  that 
your  husband  may  not  dislike  you,  adorn  yourself,  wash  yourself,  and  cleanse 
your  clothes;  and  let  this  be  done  with  moderation;  since,  if  every  day  you 
wash  yourself  and  your  clothes,  it  will  be  said  of  you  that  you  are  overnice, 
— too  delicate ;  they  will  call  you  tapepetzon  tinemaxoch. — My  daughter,  this 
is  the  course  you  are  to  take;  since  in  this  manner  the  ancestors  from  whom 
you  spring  brought  us  up.  Those  noble  and  venerable  dames,  your  grand- 
mothers, told  us  not  so  many  things  as  1  have  told  you, — they  said  but  few 
words,  and  spoke  thus  :  ^*  Listen,  my  daughters ;  in  this  world,  it  is  necessary 
to  live  with  much  prudence  and  circumspection.  Hear  this  allegory,  which 
I  shall  now  tell  you,  and  preserve  it,  and  take  from  it  a  warning  and  example 
for  living  aright.  Here,  in  this  world,  we  travel  by  a  very  narrow, steep,  and 
dangerous  road,  which  is  as  a  lofty  mountain  ridge,  on  whose  top  passes  a 
narrow  path;  on  either  side  is  a  great  gulf  without  bottom,  and,  if  you  deviate 
from  the  path,  you  will  fall  into  it.     There  is  need  therefore,  of  much  di»- 
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cretion  in  pursuing  the  road."  My  tenderly  loved  daughter,  my  little  dove, 
keep  this  illustration  in  your  heart,  and  see  that  you  do  not  forget  it, — ii  will 
be  to  you  as  a  lamp  and  a  beacon,  so  long  you  shall  live  in  this  world. — 
Only  one  thing  remains  to  be  said,  and  I  have  done.  If  God  shall  give  you 
life,  if  you  shall  continue  some  years  upon  the  earth,  see  that  you  guard 
yourself  carefully,  that  no  stain  come  upon  you;  should  you  forfeit  your 
chastity,  and  afterwards  be  asked  in  marriage  and  should  marry  any  one,  you 
will  never  be  fortunate,  nor  have  true  love, — he  will  always  remember  that 
jrou  were  not  a  virgin,  and  this  will  be  the  cau.^e  of  great  affliction  and 
distress:  you  will  never  be  at  peace,  for  your  husband  will  always  be 
suspicious  of  you.  O,  my  dearly  beloved  daughter,  if  you  shall  live  upon  the 
earth,  see  that  not  more  than  one  man  approaches  you;  and  observe  what  I 
now  shall  tell  you,  as  a  strict  command.  When  it  shall  please  God  that  you 
receive  a  husband,  and  you  are  placed  under  his  authority,  be  free  from 
arrogance,  see  that  you  do  not  neglect  him,  nor  allow  your  heart  to  be  in 
opposition  to  him.  lie  not  disrespectful  to  him.  Beware,  that,  in  no  time  or 
place,  you  commit  the  treason  against  him,  called  adultery.  See  that  you 
give  no  favor  to  another;  since  this,  my  dear  and  much  loved  daughter,  is  to 
fall  into  a  pit  without  bottom,  from  which  there  will  be  no  escape.  Accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  the  world,  if  it  shall  be  known,  for  this  crime  they  will  kill 
you,  they  will  throw  you  into  the  street,  for  an  example  to  all  the  people, 
where  your  head  will  be  crushed  and  dragged  upon  the  ground.  Ot  these 
says  a  proverb  :  "  You  will  be  stoned  and  dragged  upon  the  earth,  and  others 
will  take  warning  at  your  death."  From  this  will  arise  a  stain  and  dishonor 
upon  our  ancestors,  the  nobles  and  senators  from  wiiom  we  are  descended. 
You  will  tarnish  their  illustrious  fame,  and  their  glory,  by  the  fiithiness  and 
impurity  of  your  sin.  You  will,  likewise,  lose  your  reputation,  your  nobilitv, 
and  honor  of  birth;  your  name  will  be  forgotten  and  abhorred.  Of  you  will 
it  be  said;  that  you  were  buried  in  the  dust  of  your  sins.  And  remember, 
my  daughter,  tnat,  though  no  man  shall  see  vou,  nor  your  husband  ever 
know  what  happens,  Cody  7vho  is  in  n'ery  place,  sees  yon,  will  be  angry  with 
you,  and  will  also  excite  the  indignation  of  the  people  against  you,  and  will  be 
avenged  \x\vm  you  as  he  shall  see  fit.  IW  his  command,  you  shall  either  be 
maimed,  or  struck  blind,  or  your  body  will  wither,  or  you  will  come  to 
extreme  poverty,  for  daring  to  injure  your  husband.  Or,  perhaps,  he  will 
give  you  to  death,  and  put  you  under  his  feet,  sending  you  to  the  place  of 
torment.  Our  Lord  is  compassionate;  but,  if  you  commit  treason  against 
your  husband,  God,  who  is  in  everv  place,  shall  take  vengeance  on  your  sin, 
and  will  permit  you  to  have  neither  contentment,  nor  repose,  nor  a  peaceful 
life;  and  he  will  excite  your  husband  to  be  always  unkind  towards  you.  and 
always  to  speak  to  you  with  anger.  Mv  dear  (laughter,  whom  I  tenderlv 
love,  see  that  you  live  in  the  Wf)rld  in  peace,  tranquillity,  and  contentment, 
all  the  days  that  you  shall  live.  Sec  that  you  disgrace  not  yourself,  that  you 
stain  not  your  honor,  nor  pollute  the  lustre  and  fame  of  your  ancestors.  See 
that  you  honor  me  and  yf)ur  f.ither,  and  reflect  glory  on  us  by  your  good  life. 
May  God  prosper  you,  my  first-born,  and  may  you  come  to  God,  who  is  in 
every  place. 
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No.  II. — See  Vol.  I.,  p.  134. 

A   CASTILIAN   AND   AN   ENGLISH   TRANSLATION   OF   A   POEM  ON  THE 
MUTABILITY    OF  LIFE  BY  NEZAHUALCOYOTL,  LORD  OF  TEZCUCO. 

[This  poem  was  fortunately  rescued  from  the  fate  of  too 
many  of  the  Indian  MSS.,  by  the  chevalier  Boturini,  and  formed 
part  of  his  valuable  Museo.  It  was  subsequently  incorporated 
in  the  extensive  collection  of  documents  made  by  father  Manuel 
de  la  Vega,  in  Mexico,  1792.  This  magnificent  collection  was 
made  in  obedience  to  an  enlightened  order  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, *'  that  all  such  MSS.  as  could  be  found  in  New  Spain, 
fitted  to  illustrate  the  antiquities,  geography,  civil,  ecclesiastical, 
and  natural  history  of  America,  should  be  copied  and  transmitted 
to  Madrid."  This  order  was  obeyed,  and  the  result  was  a  col- 
lection of  thirty-two  volumes  in  folio,  which,  amidst  much  that 
is  trivial  and  of  little  worth,  contains  also  a  mass  of  original 
materials,  of  inestimable  value  to  the  historian  of  Mexico  and  of 
the  various  races  who  occupied  the  country  of  New  Spain.] 

Un  rato  cantar  quiero, 
pues  la  ocasion  y  el  tiempo  se  ofrece; 
ser  admitido  espero, 
si  intento  lo  merece; 
y  comienzo  mi  canto, 
aunque  fuera  mejor  llamarle  llanto. 

Y  tu,  querido  Amigo, 
goza  la  amenidad  de  aquestas  floras, 
alegrate  conmigo; 
desechemos  de  pena  los  temores, 
que  el  gusto  trae  medida, 
per  ser  al  fin  con  fin  la  mala  vida, 

lo  tocare  cantando 
cl  miisico  instrumento  sonoroso, 
tu  de  flores  gozando 

danza,  y  festeja  a  Dios  que  es  Poderosoj 
gocemos  de  esta  gloria, 
porque  la  humana  vida  es  transitoria, 

De  Ocblehacan  pusiste 
en  esta  noble  Corte,  y  siendo  tuyo, 
tus  sDlas,  y  quisiste 
Yestirlas;  donde  arguyo, 
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que  con  grandeza  tanta 

cl  Imperio  se  aumenta  y  se  levanta, 

Oyoyotzin  prudente, 
famoso  Rey  y  singular  Monarai, 
goza  del  bicn  presente, 
que  lo  presente  lo  florido  abarca; 
porrjue  vendra  algun  dia 
que  l)usques  este  gusto  y  alegria. 

Entonces  tu  Fortuna 
te  ha  de  quitar  el  Cetro  de  la  mano, 
ha  de  menguar  tu  Luna, 
no  te  veras  tan  fuerte  y  tan  ufano ; 
entonces  tuas  criados 
de  todo  bien  seran  desem parados. 

Y  en  tan  triste  suceso 

los  nobles  descendientes  de  tu  nido, 

de  Pn'ncipes  el  peso, 

los  que  de  nobles  Padres  han  nacido, 

faltaiido  tu  Cabeza, 

gustaran  la  amargura  de  pobreza. 

Y  traeran  a  la  memoria 

quien  fui'ste  en  pompa  de  todos  envidiado 

tus  triunfos  y  victoria; 

y  con  la  gloria  y  Magestad  passada 

cotejando  pesares, 

de  lagrimas  haran  crecidas  Mares, 

Y  estos  tus  descendientes, 

que  te  sirven  de  pluma  y  de  corona, 

de  ti  viendose  auscntes. 

dc  Culhuacan  estranaran  la  cuna, 

y  tcnidos  por  Vales 

con  sus  desdichas  vircfceran  sus  nulea. 

Y  de  esta  grandeza  rara, 
digna  de  mil  coronas  y  blasones, 
sera  la  fatna  avara; 

solo  se  acordaran  en  las  naciones, 

lo  bien  nue  governaron, 

las  tres  Cabczas  (juc  el  imperio  honreroik 

En  Mexico  famosa 
Moctezumii,  valor  de  pccho  Indiano; 
k  Culhuacan  dichosa 
de  Ne9ahualcoyotl  rigi(S  la  mano; 
Acallapan  la  fucrtc 
TotocjuilhuastH  le  sali6  por  suerte. 

Y  ningun  olvido  temo 

de  lo  bicn  que  tu  rcyno  dispusiste, 

cstando  on  cl  supremo 

lugar,  (jUc  dc  la  manorccibi'slc 

dc  aquel  Scfior  del  Mundo. 

factor  dc  acjucstas  cosas  sin  scgundcK 

Y  goza  pucs  muy  gustoso, 

O  Ncjjahualcoyotl,  lo  (jue  agora  tienet; 

con  florcs  dc  estc  hcrnioso 

jardin  corona  tus  iUistrcs  fticncft; 

Oye  mi  canto,  y  lira 

que  a  dartc  gusUM  y  placcrcs  tira. 
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Y  los  gustos  de  esta  vida, 
8US  riquezas,  y  mandos  son  prestadot, 
son  sustancia  fingida, 
con  apariencias  solo  matizados; 
yes  tan  granveadad  esta, 
que  a  una  pregunta  me  has  de  dar  respuesta. 

I  Y  que  as  de  Cihuapan, 
y  Quantzintecomtzin  el  valiente, 
y  Conahuatzin; 
que  es  de  toda  esa  gente  ? 
sus  voces ;  !  agora  acaso  ! 
ya  estan  en  la  otra  vida,  este  es  el  cascx 

I  Ojala  los,  que  agora 
juntos  los  tiene  del  amor  el  hilo, 
que  amistad  atesora, 
vieramos  de  la  muerte  el  duro  filol 
porque  no  hay  bien  seguro, 
que  siempre  trae  mudanza  a  lo  futuro* 


Now  would  I  sing,  since  time  and  place 

Are  mine, — and  oh  !  with  thee 
May  this  my  song  obtain  the  grace 

My  purpose  claims  for  me. 
I  wake  these  notes  on  song  intent, 
But  call  it  rather  a  lament. 
Do  thou,  beloved,  now  delight 
In  these  my  flowers,  pure  and  bright. 

Rejoicing  with  thy  friend; 
Now  let  us  banish  pain  and  fear, 
For,  if  our  joys  are  measured  here, 

Life's  sadness  hath  its  end. 

And  I  will  strike,  to  aid  my  voice, 

The  deep,  sonorous  chord; 
Thou,  dancing,  in  these  flowers  rejoicCi 

And  feast  Earth's  mighty  Lord; 
Seize  we  the  glories  of  to-day. 
For  mortal  life  fleets  fast  away. — 
In  Ocblehacan,  all  thine  own, 
Thy  hand  hath  placed  the  noble  throng 

Which  thou  hast  richly  dressed; 
From  whence  I  argue,  that  thy  sway 
Shav.  be  augmented  day  by  day, 

In  rising  greatness  blessed. 

Wise  Oyoyotzin !  prudent  king  ! 

Unrivalled  Prince,  and  great ! 
Enjoy  the  fragrant  flowers  that  spring 

Around  thy  kinglv  state: 
A  day  will  come  which  shall  destroy 
Thy  present  bliss, — thy  present  joy,— 
When  fate  the  sceptre  of  command 
Shall  wrench  from  out  thy  royal  hand,— 

Thy  moon  diminished  rise; 
And,  as  thy  pride  and  strength  are  quenched 
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From  thy  adherents  shall  be  wrenched 

All  that  they  love  or  prize. 
When  sorrows  shall  my  truth  attest. 

And  this  thy  throne  decline, — 
The  birds  of  thy  ancestral  nest, 

The  princes  of  thy  line, — 
The  mighty  of  thy  race, — shall  see 
The  bitter  ills  of  poverty  ;  — 
And  then  shall  memory  recall 
They  envied  greatness,  and  on  all 

Thy  brilliant  triumphs  dwell; 
And  as  they  think  on  by-gone  years, 
Compared  with  present  shame,  their  teaiS 

Shall  to  an  ocean  swell. 

And  those,  who,  though  a  royal  band. 

Serve  thee  for  crown,  or  plume, 
Remote  from  Culhuacan's  land 

Shall  find  the  exile's  doom 
Deprived  of  thee, — their  rank  forgot,^ 
Misfortune  shall  o'erwhelm  their  lot. 
Then  fame  shall  grudgingly   withhold 
Her  meed  to  greatness,  which  of  old 

Blazons  and  crowns  displayed; 
The  people  will  retain  alone 
Remembrance  of  that  triple  throru 

Which  this  our  land  obeyed. 

Brave  Moctezuma's  Indian  land 

Was  Mexico  the  great, 
And  Nezahualcoyotl's  hand 

Blessed  Culhuacan's  state. 
Whilst  Totoquil  his  portion  drew 
In  Acatlapan,  strong  and  true; 
But  no  oblivion  can  I  fear. 
Of  good  by  the  accomplished  here, 

Whilst  nigh  upon  thy  throne  ; 
That  station,  which,  to  match  thy  worth 
Was  given  by  the  Lord  of  Earth, 

Maker  of  good  alone  ! 

Then,  Nazahualcoyotl, — now, 

Tu  what  thou //r7j/.  delight  ; 
And  wreathe  around  thy  royal  brow 

I-ifc's  garden  blfjssoms  bright  ; 
List  to  mv  lyre  and  mv  lay, 
Which  aim  to  please  ihcc,  and  ol>ev. 
The  pleasures,  which  our  lives  jircscnt,— 
Earth's  nccptres,  and  its  wealth. — arc  Imt^ 

Arcwhadows  flreting  by  ; 
Ajippai-ancc  colors  all  our  bliss  ; 
A  truth  so  K^^eat,  that  now  to  this 

One  (jucstion,  make  reply. 

What  has  Ix-come  of  Cihuapan, 

Quant /'nfrrntn! /ill  brave. 
And  Conahualzin,  mighty  man  ; 
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Where  are  they  ?     In  the  grave  ! 
Their  names  remain,  but  they  are  fled, 
Forever  numoered  with  the  dead. 
Would  that  those  now  in  friendship  bound. 
We  whom  Love's  thread  encircles  round, 

Death's  cruel  edge  might  see ! 
Since  good  on  earth  is  insecure, 
And  all  things  must  a  change  endure 

In  dark  futurity  1 


NO.  III.— See    Vol.  I.,   p.    140. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  RESIDENCE  OF  NEZAHUALCOYOTL  AT  TEZ- 
COTZINCO  ;  EXTRACTED  FROM  IXTLILXOCHITL'S  "  HISTORIA 
CHICHIMECA,"    MS.,    CAP.    XLII. 

The  most  delightful  of  the  gardens  and  the  one  containing  the  rarest 
curiosities  was  known  as  the  Woods  of  Tezcotzinco.  Surrounding  it  was  a 
great  wall,  the  summit  of  which  also  served  as  a  promenade,  and  was  reached 
by  a  staircase  built  partly  of  masonry  and  partly  hewn  in  the  solid  rock.  As 
the  water,  which  supplied  the  fountains,  drinking  troughs,  baths  and  pipes 
that  irrigated  the  garden,  was  brought  from  distant  mountains,  an  aqueduct 
of  great  magnificence  was  constructed  of  solid  masonry,  which  finally 
emptied  its  contents  into  the  principal  reservoir  at  the  summit  of  the  gardens. 
In  this  reservoir  was  situated  a  rock,  within  the  circumference  of  which,  were 
engraved  the  years  of  King  Nezahualcoiotzin  from  his  birth  ;  outside  of  this 
were  recorded  his  most  memorable  achievements.  Nearer  the  centre  was 
a  representation  of  his  coat  of  arms,  which  was  as  follows  :  a  house  in  flam- 
ing ruins,  near  which  was  a  very  noble  edifice,  between  them  a  precious  stone 
fastened  to  a  stag's  hoof,  from  which  sprouted  a  tuft  of  beautiful  feathers,  and 
a  doe  upon  which  was  seen  an  arm  grasping  a  bow  and  arrows,  and  a  man 
clad  in  armor.  At  the  sides  were  two  tigers  spouting  fire  and  water  ;  surround- 
ing these  devices  were  twelve  heads  of  nobles  and  kings.  There  were  other 
emblems  of  a  heraldic  nature,  but  these  were  mistakenly  destroyed  by  the 
first  Archbishop  of  Mexico  Don  Juan  de  Zumarraga,  under  the  delusion  that 
they  were  idols.  At  this  reservoir  the  water  was  divided,  one  stream  flowing 
around  the  extreme  northern  boundary,  the  other  surrounding  the  southern. 
On  the  loftiest  site  were  erected  buildings  in  the  form  of  a  tower,  which  were 
topped  by  little  pyramids  of  hewn  stone,  one  of  these  in  the  shape  of  a  flower- 
pot held  tufts  and  plumes  of  feathers  which  were  symbolical  of  the  name  of 
the  gardens.  Somewhat  lower  down  was  a  couchant  lion  of  rock,  more  than 
twelve  feet  in  length ;  his  face  was  turned  toward  the  east,  and  he  was  re- 
splendent with  wings  and  feathers.  He  lay  under  a  gorgeous  canopy  of  gold 
decorated  with  plumes,  and  from  his  open  mouth  looked  out  a  face,  the  por= 
trait  of  the  king.  Still  lower  down  were  three  pools ;  upon  the  rock  that 
formed  the  sides  of  the  central  one,  were  engraved  the  figures  of  three  women, 
typical  of  the  head  of  the  empire  and  its  tributaries.  In  the  rock  of  the  pool 
toward  the  north,  was  engraved  the  shield  and  coat  of  arms  of  the  City  of 
Tolan,  the  capital  of  the  Tultecas,  and  in  the  rock  of  the  pool  to  the  south, 
were  the  armorial  designs  and  name  of  the  City  Tenaiocan,   capital  of  the 
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Empire  /the  Chichemecas.  From  this  pool  the  water  descended  in  a  cascade, 
liberaffy  sprinkling  the  fragant  flowers,  and  falling  with  such  force  upon  the 
rock  beneath  that  it  sounded  like  rain.  Behind  this  garden  were  the  baths, 
two  of  them  hewn  in  one  solid  rock;  the  steps  leading  into  them,  also  carved 
in  the  rock,  were  so  highly  polished  that  they  seemed  like  mirrors.  In  the 
balustrade  of  these  steps  was  engraved  the  precise  date,  even  to  the  hour,  of 
the  death  of  Senor  Iluexotzinco,  a  favorite  friend  of  the  king,  the  news  being 
received,  when  this  work  was  in  progress.  Beyond  the  baths  were  the  castle 
and  palace  which  the  King  occupied  while  at  the  gardens.  Here  there  were 
many  bedrooms,  private  rooms  and  parlors,  the  .nost  spacious  of  which  open- 
ed upon  a  court  where  he  received  the  Kings  of  Mexico,  and  Tlacopan  and 
^eat  nobles,  when  they  went  to  visit  him.  In  this  court-yard  games  were 
played  for  the  amusement  and  entertainment  of  the  guests.  These  castles, 
composed  of  many  different  kinds  of  stone,  were  so  beautiful  and  wonderfully 
made  that  they  did  not  seem  to  be  the  work  of  human  industry.  The  King's 
bed-chaml)er  was  round.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  gardens  were  filled 
with  all  kinds  of  beautiful  trees,  fragrant  flowers,  birds,  native  and  foreign, 
of  many  kinds,  who  made  the  air  vocal  with  wonderful  melody.  In  another 
inclosure  were  many  deers,  rabbits  and  hares.  If  every  thing  in  this  garden, 
as  well  as  the  other  gardens  of  the  kingdom,  were  described  minutely,  it 
would  fill  a  large  volume. 


NO.  IV.— See  Vol.  I.,  p.  152. 

TRANSLATION    FROM     IXTLILXOCHITL*S    "  HISTORIA     CHICHIMECA," 

MS,,    CAP.    LXIV. 

Of   TirP.     EXTRAORDINARY    SfVKRITY   WITH    WHICH  THE    KlXG     NeZAHU- 

ali'ilm  punished  the  mexican    queen  for    her    adultery    and 
Treason. 

When  Axaiacatzin,  king  of  Mexico,  and  other  lords,  sent  their  daughters 
to  king  Nczahuali)i]li,  for  him  to  choose  one  to  be  his  queen  and  lawful  wife, 
whose  son  might  succeed  to  the  inheritance,  she  who  had  highest  claims 
among  them,  from  nobilityof  birth  and  rank,  was  Chachiuhncnetzin.  daughter 
of  the  Mexican  king.  But,  being  at  that  time  very  young,  she  was  brought 
up  by  the  mtjnarch  in  a  scjiaratc  palace,  with  great  |>omp  and  numerous  at- 
tendants, as  became  the  daughter  of  so  great  a  king.  The  number  of  scf 
vants  attached  to  her  household  exceeded  two  thousand.  Young  as  she  was. 
she  was  yet  exceedingly  artful  and  vicious;  so  that,  finding  herself  alone,  and 
seeing  that  her  peojilc  feared  her,  on  account  of  her  rank  and  inip<»rtanco,  she 
began  to  give  way  to  the  unlimited  indulgence  of  her  lust.  Whenever  she 
saw  a  young  man  who  pleased  her  fanrv,  she  gave  secret  orders  to  have  him 
brought  to  her.  and,  having  s.itisficd  her  desires,  caused  him  to  be  put  to 
death.  Shr  then  ordered  a  statue  or  effigy  of  his  person  to  be  made,  and, 
ailorning  it  with  rich  clothing,  gold,  and  jewelry,  had  it  placed  in  the  apart- 
ment in  which  she  lived.  The  number  of  statues  of  those  whom  she  thus  put 
^  death  was  so  great  as  almost  to  fill  the  apartment.  When  the  king  came 
.«>  visit  her,  and  inquired  respecting  these  statuis,  she  answered,  th.it  thry 
were  her  gods;  and  he,  knowing  how  strict  the  Mexicans  wtre  in  the  worship 
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of  their  false  deities,  believed  her.  But,  as  no  iniquity  can  be  long  committed 
with  entire  secrecy,  she  was  finally  found  out  in  this  manner.  Three  of  the 
young  men,  for  some  reason  or  other,  she  had  left  alive.  Their  names  were 
Chicuhcoatl,  Huitzilimitzin,  and  Maxtla,  one  of  whom  was  lord  of  Tesoyucan, 
and  one  of  the  grandees  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the  other  two,  nobles  of  high 
rank.  It  happened,  that  one  day  the  king  recognized  on  one  of  these  a  very 
precious  jewel,  which  he  had  given  to  the  queen;  and,  although  he  had  no 
fear  of  treason  on  her  part,  it  gave  him  some  uneasiness.  Proceeding  to  visit 
her  that  night,  her  attendants  told  him  that  she  was  asleep,  supposing  that 
the  king  would  then  return,  as  he  had  done  at  other  times.  But  the  affair  of 
the  jewel  made  him  insist  on  entering  the  chamber  in  which  she  slept;  and. 
going  to  awake  her,  he  found  a  statue  in  the  bed,  adorned  with  her  hair,  and 
closely  resembling  her.  This  being  seen  by  the  king,  and,  also,  that  the  at- 
tendants around  were  in  much  trepidation  and  alarm,  he  called  his  guards, 
and,  assembling  all  the  people  of  the  house,  made  a  general  search  for  the 
queen,  who  was  shortly  found,  at  an  entertainment  with  the  three  young  lords, 
who  were  likewise  arrested  with  her.  The  king  referred  the  case  to  the  judges, 
of  his  court,  in  order  that  they  might  make  an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  and 
examine  the  parties  implicated.  These  discovered  many  individuals,  servants 
of  the  queen,  who  had  in  some  way  or  other  been  accessory  to  her  crimes, 
workmen  who  had  been  engaged  in  making  and  adorning  the  statues,  others 
who  had  aided  in  introducing  the  young  men  into  the  palace,  and  others  again 
who  had  put  them  to  death,  and  concealed  their  bodies.  The  case  having 
been  sufficiently  investigated,  he  despatched  ambassadors  to  the  kings  of 
Mexico  and  Tlacopan,  giving  them  information  of  the  event,  and  signifying 
the  day  on  which  the  punishment  of  the  queen  and  her  accomplices  was  to 
take  place;  and  he  likewise  sent  through  the  empire  to  summon  all  the  lords 
to  bring  their  wives  and  their  daughters,  however  young  they  might  be,  to  be 
witnesses  of  a  punishment  which  he  designed  for  a  great  example.  He  also 
made  a  truce  with  all  the  enemies  of  the  empire,  in  order  that  they  might  come 
freely  to  see  it.  The  time  being  arrived,  so  great  was  the  concourse  of  peo- 
ple gathered  on  the  occasion,  that,  large  as  was  the  city  of  Tezcuco,  they 
could  scarcely  all  find  room  in  it.  The  execution  took  place  publicly,  in  sight 
of  the  whole  city.  The  queen  was  put  to  the  garrote^  [a  method  of  strangling 
by  means  of  a  rope  twisted  round  a  stick,]  as  well  as  her  three  gallants;  and, 
from  their  being  persons  of  high  birth,  their  bodies  were  burned,  together 
with  the  effigies  before  mentioned.  The  other  parties  who  had  been  accessory 
to  the  crime,  who  were  more  than  two  thousand  persons,  were  also  put  to  the 
garrote,  and  buried  in  a  pit  made  for  the  purpose  in  a  ravine  near  a  temple 
of  the  Idol  of  Adulterers.  All  applauded  so  severe  and  exemplary  a  punish- 
ment, except  the  Mexican  lords,  the  relations  of  the  queen,  who  were  much 
incensed  at  so  public  an  example,  and,  although  for  the  present  they  con- 
cealed their  resentment,  meditated  future  revenge.  It  was  not  without  cause 
that  the  king  experienced  this  disgrace  in  his  household,  since  he  was  thus 
punished  for  the  unworthy  means  made  use  of  by  his  father  to  obtain  his 
mother  as  a  wife. 


iNSTRUCTIONS  BY  VELASQUEZ,  TO  CORIES,         ^,j 
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INSTRUCTIONS  GIVEN  BY  VELASQUEZ,  GOVERNOR  OF  CUBA,  TO 
CORTES,  ON  HIS  TAKING  COMMAND  OF  THE  EXPEDITION  ;  DATED 
AT    FBRNANDINA,    OCTOBER    23,     1518. 

[The  instrument  forms  part  of  the  Munoz  collection.] 

Whereas,  I,  Diego  Velasquez,  appointed  by  Their  Highnesses,  judge,  cap- 
tain-general and  assessor  of  this  Island  of  Fernandina,  sent,  sometime  since, 
in  the  name  and  service  of  Their  Highnesses,  a  well  manned  squadron,  under 
the  command  of  Juan  de  Grijalva,  a  citizen  of  Tiinidad  in  this  island,  to  see 
and  sail  around  the  recently  discovered  Island  of  Yucatan  Santa  Maria  de  los 
Remedios,  and,  please  God  our  Lord,  to  make  other  discoveries,  and  in  the 
name  of  Their  Highnesses  take  possession  thereof.  One  of  these  large  sloops 
was  sent  back  to  me,  because  it  leaked,  and  on  board  were  the  sick  and  those 
who  had  been  wounded  by  the  Indians  of  Santa  Maria  de  los  Remedios.  He 
also  sent  a  report  of  the  expedition  and  discoveries  made,  one  of  them  being 
an  island  known  as  Cozumel,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Santa  Cruz,  an- 
other was  a  very  large  land,  a  part  of  which  was  called  Ulua,  but  he  renamed 
it,  Santa  Maria  de  los  Nieves,  from  which  place  he  sent  me  the  said  sloop 
and  people,  and  wrote  me  that  he  was  going  to  continue  his  investigations  to 
determine  if  that  land  was  an  island  or  a  continent.  So  long  time  having 
passed  without  hearing  from  him,  it  is  presumed,  though  not  known,  that  he 
must  be  in  need  of  help,  also  because  a  sloop  which  I  sent  to  the  said  Juan 
de  Grijalva  from  this  jiort,  the  city  of  Santiago,  in  order  that  it  might  join  the 
fleet  at  the  port  of  San  Cristobal  de  las  Havana,  and  in  that  wav  be  better 
provided  with  everything  necessary  in  the  service  of  Their  Highnesses, 
reaching  the  place  where  it  expected  to  find  him,  the  said  Juan  de  Grijalva 
had  set  sail,  and  had  gone,  with  all  of  the  said  squadron,  leaving  behind  him 
directions  for  the  course  of  the  said  sloop  in  following  him,  and  as  the  said 
slooj),  in  which  there  were  eighty  or  ninctvmcn,  did  not  find  said  scjuadron,  it 
took  said  directions  and  followed  said  juan  de  Grijalva,  and  according  to 
appearances  and  information  given  by  the  woundca  and  sick  that  the  said 
Juan  (ic  Grijalva  sent  me,  it  had  not  met  him,  neither  had  he  heard  anv  news 
from  it,  nor  had  the  said  sick  or  wounded  known  anvthing  of  it  on  their  re- 
turn trip,  although  thcv  had  come  a  great  part  of  the  way  along  the  coast  of 
the  Island  of  Santa  Maria  de  h)s  Remedios  where  it  had  gi>nc,  from  which  it 
is  presumed  that  under  stress  of  weather,  they  were  obliged  to  stand  in  shore, 
or  to  land  in  some  place,  where  the  said  eighty  or  ninety  Spaniards  arc  in 
danger,  because  of  the  ship,  because  they  are  so  few  in  number,  or  Ixjcause 
they  are  lost  searching  for  the  said  Juan  de  Grijalva,  although  they  went  well 
provided  with  arms  and  ammunition.  Resides  this,  after  I  sent  the  said  Juan 
de  Oijalva  with  the  said  sriuadron,  I  have  Ix-en  credibly  informed  by  an 
Indian  of  the  said  Island  of  Yucatan,  that  certain  of  the  principal  chiefs  have 
six  Christian  captives  which  they  treat  as  ahnos,  making  them  work  on  their 
farms.     Thest  were  taken  a  long  time  since   from  a  sloop  that  put  into  port 
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lost,  and  it  is  believed  that  among  them,  is  Captain  Nicuesa,  who,  the  Cathex 
lie  King,  Don  Fernando  of  glorious  memory,  commanded  to  go  to  the  continent. 
To  redeem  them  would  be  a  great  service  rendered  to  God  our  Lord  and 
Their  Highnesses.  In  consideration  of  which,  and  in  the  service  of  God  our 
Lord  and  Their  Highnesses,  it  seemed  to  me  best  to  send  in  search  of  and  to 
succor  the  said  squadron  that  said  Juan  de  Grijalva  commanded,  and  in 
search  of  the  sloop  that  sailed  after  he  did  and  following  him,  and  to  rescue, 
if  it  be  possible,  the  said  Christians  that  in  the  hands  of  said  Indians  are  cap- 
tive, I  resolved,  after  much  thought,  deliberation,  and  conversation  with 
judicious  persons,  to  send  another  squadron,  well  supplied,  rigged  and  man- 
ned and  furnished  with  everything  necessary  for  such  an  expedition,  in  order 
that  if  they  find  the  first  fleet,  or  said  sloop  which  followed  it,  they  may  be 
able  to  succor  them,  or  besiege  the  place,  or  if  they  should  not  find  them, 
they  can  alone  sail  around  and  explore  those  islands,  learn  their  secrets,  and 
do  anything  they  can  in  the  service  and  name  of  God  our  Lord  and  Their 
Highnesses.  For  Captain  of  this  expedition,  I  have  resolved  to  appoint 
you  Hernando  Cortes,  believing  from  my  knowledge  of  you  since  you  have 
been  in  this  island  in  my  company  and  the  service  you  have  rendered  to  Their 
Highnesses,  that  you  are  a  judicious  person,  and  that  with  all  diligence  and 
zeal  in  their  royal  service,  you  will  give  a  good  account  of  all  which  is  by  me, 
in  the  name  of  Their  Highnesses,  commanded  In  said  negotiation,  and  you  will 
conduct  and  manage  it  in  the  way  bestfitted  to  advance  the  interests  of  Their 
Highnesses  and  the  cause  of  God  our  Lord.  In  order  that  the  negotiations 
be  well  conducted,  what  you  have  to  do,  to  look  into,  and  with  much  vigi- 
lance and  diligence  inquire  into  and  know,  is  the  following  : 

1  Serve  God  in  all  things,  punishing  with  severity  those  who  are  irrev- 
erent. 

2  Punish  especially  fornication. 

3  Prohibit  dice  and  card  playing,  for  they  are  occasions  of  discord  and 
other  excesses. 

4  The  squadron  having  sailed  from  this  City  of  Santiago,  you  will  be 
careful  to  charge  them  neither  to  insult  nor  injure  Spaniards  or  Indians,  in 
any  port  you  may  enter. 

5  Having  taken  the  necessary  provisions  in  said  ports,  you  will  set  sail 
for  your  destination,  first  reviewing  your  troops  and  arms. 

6  Do  not  allow  either  an  Indian  or  squaw  to  go  with  you. 

7  Once  at  sea  and  boats  taken  in,  you  will  in  your  own  boat  visit  the 
other  ships,  and  again  review  the  troops,  calling  the  roll  of  each  ship. 

8  You  will  advise  the  Captains  and  Masters  of  the  other  vessels  never 
to  leave  your  convoy  or  fleet,  and  also  that  they  do  all  that  is  possible  to  ar- 
rive together  at  the  Island  of  Cozumel,  Santa  Cruz,  whither  your  direct 
course  will  be. 

9  You  will  command  them,  if  by  chance  any  vessel  arrive  before  yoUj, 
that  no  one  dare  to  treat  the  Indians  badly,  neither  tell  them  the  cause  of 
their  visit,  nor  question  them  about  the  Christians  captive  in  the  Island  of 
Santa  Maria  de  los  Remedios,  only  say  that  the  Captain  will  speak  with 
them  when  he  arrives. 

10  Arriving  at  said  Island  of  Santa  Cruz,  you  will  explore  and  sound  its 
harbors,  bays  and  inlets,  also  those  of  Santa  Maria  de  los  Remedios  and 
Santa  Maria  de  las  Nieves  and  give  a  full  report  of  them. 

11  You  will  tell  the  Indians  of  Cozumel,  Santa  Cruz,  and  other  places 
that  it  is  by  command  of  the  King  that  you  visit  them.  You  will  speak  of  his 
power  and  conquests,  particularly  of  his  conquests  in  these  islands  and  con- 
tinent ;  of  his  favors  to  all  who  serve  him;  you  will  also  tell  them  that  they 
ought  to  give  in  their  allegiance  to  him,  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  present  you,  as 
Others  have  done,  gold,  pearls,  &c. ,  and  thus  ke  will  see  their  good  intentions 
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and  will  protect  and  defend  them  ;  that  I,  in  his  name,  assure  them  of  this, 
that  I  greatly  regret  the  battle  fought  against  them  by  Francisco  Hernandez, 
and  that  I  send  you  to  explain  to  them  that  His  Highness  wishes  them  to  be 
well  treated. 

12  You  will  obtain  complete  information  about  the  crosses  which  it  is 
said  are  found  in  the  Island  of  Santa  Cruz  and  worshipped  by  the  Indians,  as 
well  as  the  origin  and  cause  of  such  customs. 

i^  You  will  learn  in  a  general  way  whatever  concerns  the  religion  of  the 
land. 

14  Take  great  care  to  instruct  them  in  the  true  faith,  as  this  is  the  princi- 
pal reason  why  Their  Highnesses  permit  these  discoveries. 

15  Inquire  for  the  fleet  of  Juan  de  Grijalva  and  for  the  sloop  commanded 
by  Christobal  de  Olid,  that  followed  him. 

16  In  case  you  first  meet  the  squadron,  you  may  then  look  for  the  sloop, 
agreeing  upon  a  place  where  all  may  again  meet. 

17  You  will  do  the  same,  shoulcl  you  first  find  the  sloop. 

18  You  will  keep  along  the  coast  of  the  Island  of  Yucatan  Santa  Maria 
de  los  Remedios,  where  are  the  six  Christians  in  the  power  of  some  chiefs, 
who  are  known  by  Melchor  Indio  of  that  place,  who  goes  with  you.  Treat 
him  with  great  kindness,  in  order  that  he  may  remain  with  you  and  serve  you 
faithfully.  May  you  be  kept  from  harm,  for  the  Indians  of  that  land,  in  case 
of  w^r,  are  very  skilful. 

19  Wherever  you  go,  you  will  treat  the  Indians  very  kindly. 

20  Whatever  treasure  you  may  receive,  you  will  put  in  a  box  having  three 
keys,  one  of  which  you  will  retain,  the  inspector  shall  have  one,  and  a  treasurer 
you  may  appoint,  the  other. 

21  Whenever  you  need  water,  wood,  &c.,  you  will  send  judicious  persons, 
under  the  command  of  the  one  in  whom  you  have  most  confidence,  so  that 
they  give  no  cause  for  scandal,  nor  endanger  their  lives. 

22  If  in  the  interior  you  should  see  a  settlement  of  Indians,  who  shall 
offer  friendship,  you  will  go  to  them  well  armed  and  with  the  most  pacific 
people,  being  very  watchful  that  no  harm  be  done  them,  cither  in  their  world- 
ly goods  or  women. 

23  In  such  case  you  will  leave  the  ships  well  guarded.  You  will  be  very 
careful  that  no  one  deceive  you,  and  that  the  Indians  do  not  mingle  mucn 
with  the  Spaniards 

24  If  it  please  Ood  our  I>ord  that  you  may  find  the  Christians  that  in  said 
Island  of  Yucatan  Santa  Maria  dc  los  Remedios  are  captive,  you  will  con- 
tinue your  voyage  to  the  low  point,  which  is  the  bcginniiig  of  the  continent 
that  the  said  Juan  dc  Grijalva  recently  discovered,  and  you  will  continue  in 
search  of  him  along  the  coast,  taking  note  of  all  the  rivers  and  ports  of  it, 
until  you  rc.ich  the  nay  of  San  Juan,  and  Santa  Maria  de  las  Nieves,  which 
is  the  place  from  which  the  saiffj.  dc  Grijalva  sent  me  the  sick  and  wovnukd 
and  wrf)tc  me  what  had  haj^pcncd  uj)  to  that  time,  and  if  you  sluniUI  there 
find  him,  you  will  unite  your  forces  and  go  with  Juan,  In'tausc  between  the 
Spaniards  that  you  carry  and  those  who  are  with  him  there  can  Ik"  no  differ- 
ences  I.ct  each  one  havecharee  of  the  people  he  carries  with  him. .  . . 

You  will  consult  together  as  to  what  is  Ix-st  in  accordance  with  these  instruc- 
tions and  those  that  Grijalvrt  took  with  him,  and  the  tradinc  will  Ix?  done  in 
the  jircsence  of  Francisco  dc  Tefialosa,  inspector,  that  J.  dc  orijalva  has  with 
him. 

25  You  will  carefully  look  into  everything  in  the  countries  you  visit,  both 
moral  and  natural,  and  intpiirc  if  there  arc  ncarls,  spires,  gold,  &c.,  partiru- 
larly  in  S.inta  Maria  i\c  his  Nieves,  fromwhuh  phicc  Grijalva  sent  mc  ccrtarn 
•pecimens  of  pokl,  mrltrd  and  not  melted. 

26  When  you  disembark  let  it  be  before  your  Ix)rd,  and  m.inv  witncnncs. 
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and  you  will  take  possession  of  the  land  with  the  accustomed  solemnitiefti 
Inquiries  about  the  kind  of  people,  their  character  and  condition,  for  it  is  said 
that  there  are  people  in  those  lands  with  large,  broad  ears,  and  others  whose 
faces  are  like  dogs;  also  inquire  about  the  Amazons,  who,  the  Indians  you 
carry  with  you  say,  are  in  that  vicinity. 

^'  The  rest  I  leave  to  your  prudence,  being  confident  that  you  will  in  all 
things  be  extremely  careful  to  do  what  shall  most  redound  to  the  service  of 
God  and  Their  Highnesses. 

28  In  any  port  of  this  Island  where  you  might  find  Spaniards  that  wish 
to  go  with  you,  do  not  take  those  who  have  debts  unless  they  pay  them,  oi 
give  sufficient  security  for  them. 

29  Immediately  after  arriving  at  Santa  Maria  de  las  Nieves,  you  will  send 
in  the  ship  arriving  soonest  here,  all  that  you  will  have  exchanged  and  found, 
gold,  pearls,  spices,  birds,  &c.,  with  relation  of  that  you  have  done  and  what 
you  think  to  do,  that  I  may  give  notice  of  it  to  the  Kmg. 

^  You  will  recognize,  according  to  the  right,  the  lawsuits,  civil  and  crim- 
inal, that  happen,  as  Captain  of  this  army  with  all  the  powers,  &c.,  &c. 
Done  in  this  city  of  Santiago,  port  of  this  island  of  Fernandina,  Oct.  23, 
1518. 


No.  VI. — See  Vol.  I.,  p.  194. 

EXTRACT   FROM    LAS   CASAS,    "  HISTORIA   GENERAL  DE   LAS  INDIAS/' 

MS.,    LIB.    IIL,    CAP.    CXVL 

[Few  Spanish  scholars  have  had  access  to  the  writings  of  Las 
Casas ;  and  I  have  made  this  short  extract  from  the  original,  as 
a  specimen  of  the  rambSing  but  vigorous  style  of  a  work,  the 
celebrity  of  which  has  been  much  enhanced  by  the  jealous 
reserve  with  which  it  has  been  withheld  from  publication.] 

This  is  one  of  the  errors  and  blunders  that  many  have  held  and  made  in 
these  parts,  because,  without  having  the  Indians,  or  any  other  idolatrous 
nation,  instructed  for  a  long  time,  it  is  a  monstrous  mistake  to  take  from 
them  their  idols.  Idolaters  never  give  up  their  idols  voluntarily,  because  no 
one  can  leave,  of  his  own  choice  and  with  pleasure,  that  which  he  has  drawn 
in  with  his  mother's  milk,  and  that  which  on  the  authority  of  his  elders  for 
many  years,  he  has  held  as  God,  without  first  having  understood,  that  that 
which  is  given  him  in  place  of  his  god,  is  the  true  God.  Consider  what 
doctrine  they  could  give  them,  in  two,  three,  four,  or  in  ten  days  that  they 
were  there,  or  even  a  longer  time  that  they  might  be  there,  of  the  true  God; 
neither  could  they  know  what  to  give  them  to  uproot  the  erroneous  opinions 
about  their  gods,  that  going  away,  as  they  must  go,  they  would  not  return  to 
idolatry.  Before  idols  can  be  taken  from  their  hearts,  we  must  know  the 
conception  and  estimation  that  the  idolaters,  by  lasting,  diligent,  and  continual 
teaching,  have  of  their  gods,  and  then  paint  upon  their  hearts  the  con- 
ception and  truth  of  the  true  God,  and  afterwards  they  themselves,  seeing 
their  mistake  and  error,  will  throw  down  and  destroy  with  their  own  hands 
and  willingly  the  idols  they  venerated  as  God  and  gods.  So  teaches  San 
Augustin  in  one  of  his  sermons. 

But  this  was  not  the  last  of  the  blunders  made  with  these  Indiana  in  this 
matter  of  religion;  they  have  made  them  erect  crosses,  inducing  the  Indiana 
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to  reverence  them.  If  there  were  time  for  it,  or  hope  of  reaping  any  benefit 
from  it,  or  they  could  be  taught  to  understand  it,  but  not  having  time,  nor 
opportunity,  nor  language,  it  seems  a  superfluous  and  useless  thing ;  because 
the  Indians  may  think  they  are  given  an  idol  of  that  figure,  which  Christians 
have  as  God,  so  they  will  worship  that  stick  as  God,  and  be  idolaters.  The 
most  certain  and  convenient  rule  and  doctrine,  that  in  these  lands,  and  other 
pagan  lands  like  them,  Christians  ought  to  give  and  hold  when  they  go  for  a 
short  time  into  a  place,  as  these  went,  and  also  when  they  go  to  live  amoiig 
them,  is  to  give  them  very  good  examples  of  virtuous  and  Christian  works,  in 
order  that,  as  says  our  Redeemer,  seeing  them,  thev  praise  and  give  glory  to 
the  God  and  Father  of  the  Christians,  and  by  them  judge  that  he  who  has  such 
worshippers,  cannot  but  be  the  good  and  true  God. 


No.  VII. — See  Vol.  I.,  p.  230. 

DEPOSITION    OF    ALONSO     HERNANDEZ     DE     PUERTO   CARRERO,    MS. 

[Puerto  Carrero  and  Montejo  were  the  two  officers  sent  home 
by  Cortes  from  Villa  Rica  with  despatches  to  the  government. 
The  emissaries  were  examined  under  oath  before  the  venerable 
Dr.  Carbajal,  one  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  in  regard  to  the 
proceedings  of  Velasquez  and  Cortds  ;  and  the  following  is  the 
deposition  of  Puerto  Carrero.  He  was  a  man  of  good  family, 
superior  in  this  respect  to  most  of  those  embarked  in  the  expe- 
dition.    The  original  is  in  the  Archives  of  Simancas.] 

This  declaration  and  deposition  of  Alonso  Hernandez  Puerto  Carrero  was 
taken  by  me,  Joan  dc  Samano  in  the  City  of  Coiuna.  April.  30th,  i  c;20.  He 
being  duly  sworn  testified  to  the  following  : 

First,  he  said  that  he  did  not  go  in  the  squadron  gotten  up  bv  Francisco 
Hernandez  de  Cordova  and  Caycedo,  and  his  companion,  of  which  squadron 
the  said  F.  H.  dc  Cordova  was  Captain-General  and  principal  shipper  ; 
and  that  he  has  heard  say  that  these  men  discovered  the  islanti  which  is  called 
Yucatan. 

Item.  He  said,  that  in  the  squadron  of  Capt.-Gcn.  J.  de  Grijalva,  this 
witness  did  nf)t  gf),  but  that  he  saw  a  Captain  named  Tedro  dc  Alvarado, 
w'.io  was  sent  by  Juan  de  (irijalva  in  a  sloop  with  certain  gold  and  jewels  to 
Diego  Vela/(juez,  and  he  heard  say  that  after  Hiego  V'clazcjuez  saw  that  they 
brought  so  little  gold  and  that  Capt.  Juan  de  Grijalva  wished  to  return  im- 
mediately and  not  trade  any  longer,  he  resolved  to  speak  to  Hernandez 
Cortes  in  order  that  he  might  form  a  stjuadron,  for  there  was  no  person  at 
present  in  Santiago  better  jireparcd  for  this,  as  he  had  throe  ships,  and  l)cside 
this,  no  one  in  the  island  w.is  more  generallv  In-loved.  He  was  asked  how  he 
knew  the  aforesaid  and  answered  that  he  had  heard  it  said  bv  many  i>crson» 
in  the  island.  He  further  says  that  it  was  publicly  proclainicd  in  the  town 
where  this  witness  lived  that  all  persons  who  would  go  with  the  s(jUadton 
should  receive  a  third  part  of  the  profits  and  the  other  two  thirds  were  for 
those  who  fitted  up  the  fleet  and  for  the  ships. 

He  was  asked  who  made  said  proclamation,  in  whose  name  it  was  madc^ 
tnd  who,  w.as  it  then  said,  formed  the  fl«€t. 
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He  answered  that  he  had  heard  it  said,  that  Hernando  Cortes  had  written 
a  letter  to  the  mayor  of  the  city,  in  orde-  that  he  should  make  the  proclama- 
tion and  that  he  heard  say  that  Diego  Velasquez  spoke  with  Hernando  Cortes 
in  order  that  together  they  should  form  the  said  fleet,  for  at  present  there  was 
no  other  person  in  the  island  so  well  prepared  for  it  as  he,  as  he  had  three 
ships,  and  was  generally  well  beloved  in  the  island,  and  that  he  had  heard 
say,  that  if  he  would  not  go  as  Captain  the  third  part  of  those  who  went  with 
him  would  not  have  gone  ;  that  he  does  not  know  the  agreement  they  had  be- 
tween them,  but  he  heard  say  that  both  contributed  to  the  fleet,  and  that  Her- 
nando Cortes  gave  more  than  two  thirds  of  it,  and  the  other  third,  witness 
believes,  was  given  by  Diego  Velasquez,  because  he  heard  it  so  stated,  and 
after  he  went  in  said  fleet,  he  saw  certain  ships  furnished  by  Hernando 
Cortes,  the  expense  of  which  he  paid,  that  it  seemed  to  him  that  Cortes  fur- 
nished two  thirds  or  more,  and  that  of  ten  ships  that  went  in  the  fleet,  three 
were  given  by  Diego  Velasquez,  and  seven  by  Cortes  and  his  friends. 

He  said  that  many  persons,  who  went  with  the  fleet,  told  him  that  Her- 
nando Cortes  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed,  that  all  who  wished  to  go  in  his 
company,  should  they  need  money  to  buy  clothes,  provisions  or  arms,  should 
apply  to  him,  and  that  he  would  help  them,  and  would  give  them  what  might 
be  necessary,  and  that  to  all  who  applied  to  him,  he  gave,  and  that  he  knows 
this,  because  many  persons,  whom  he  had  helped  with  money,  had  so  told 
him,  and  that  being  in  the  village  of  Trinidad,  he  saw  that  he  and  his  friends, 
gave  to  all  the  people  that  were  there,  all  that  was  necessary;  also  being  in 
the  city  of  San  Cristobal  de  la  Havana,  he  saw  him  do  the  same,  and  also 
saw  him  buy  pigs  and  bread  enough  for  three  or  four  months. 

He  was  asked  who  was  thought  to  be  the  principal  one  in  furnishing  the 
fleet,  and  who  was  publicly  acknowledged  to  be.  He  said,  that  what  he  heard 
say  and  saw,  was,  that  Hernando  Cortes  furnished  two  thirds,  and  that  the 
said  Diego  Velasquez  and  Hernando  Cortes  formed  it  as  he  has  already  said, 
and  that  he  knows  nothing  more  about  it.  He  was  asked  if  he  knew  that 
said  Diego  Velasquez  would  be  the  principal  one,  on  account  of  being  Gov- 
ernor, for  Their  Highnesses,  of  the  lands  and  islands  discovered  by  his  in- 
dustry ;  he  does  not  know,  because  Gonzalo  de  Guzman  and  Narvaez  had 
not  yet  arrived. 

He  was  asked  if  he  knows  if  the  said  Diego  Velasquez  has  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  Captain-General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba ;  he  said, 
he  had  heard  say  that  he  is  Lieutenant-Admiral.  He  was  asked  if  he  knew 
of  the  treaty  and  agreement  that  said  Diego  Velasquez  made  with  Jeronomite 
Friars,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty,  and  of  the  instructions  they  gave  him  for 
the  discoveries  ;  he  said  he  had  been  told,  that  he  had  made  a  report  to  them 
of  a  land  he  had  discovered  which  was  very  rich,  and  sent  to  ask  permission 
of  them  to  go  there  and  trade,  and  the  Jeronomite  Fathers  gave  it  ;  and  he 
knows  this  because  he  has  heard  it  said.  He  was  asked  if  he  saw  this  treaty, 
or  any  powers  of  said  Fathers  or  said  instruction  ;  he  said,  it  was  ver}'  possi- 
ble that  he  had  seen  them,  but  of  their  contents  he  remembered  only  what  he 
had  already  stated. 

He  was  asked  if  he  saw  or  heard  say  that  the  said  powers  and  stipulations 
of  said  Jeronomite  Fathers,  were  given  to  Diego  Velasquez  or  to  the  said 
Hernando  Cortes  ;  he  said  that  the  powers  that  the  Jeronomite  Fathers  sent 
to  Diego  Velasquez,  would  be  for  him,  and  not  for  Hernando  Cort6s,  be- 
cause the  said  Diego  Velasquez  sent  to  ask  them. 

He  was  asked  how  and  for  what  reason  he  obeyed  Hernando  Cortes  as 
Captain-General  of  the  fleet  ;  he  said  because  Diego  Velasquez  gave  him 
power  in  the  name  of  His  Highness,  to  make  this  voyage  and  trade  with  the 
people,  and  that  he  knows  it  because  he  saw  the  power  and  heard  them  all 
»ay  so. 

He  was  asked  why  they  did  not  use,  with  the  said  Hernando  Cortes,  the 


THE  ''  DE  VERA  CRUZ." 


429 


powers  that  he  had  from  said  Diego  Velasquez.  He  said  that  this  fleet  went 
with  the  excuse  of  looking  for  Juan  de  Grijalva  ;  that  he  heard  it  said  that 
Diego  Velasquez  had  not  power  from  the  Jeronomite  Fathers  to  form  this 
fleet,  but  under  the  pretext  above  stated  they  formed  it,  and  that  he  used  the 
power  that  Diego  Velasquez  gave  him  and  traded  with  the  people. 

He  was  asked  why,  when  they  wished  to  found  a  town,  they  again  appointed 
him  Captain-General  and  Chief  Justice  and  he  replied  that  Hernando  Cortes, 
after  having  traded  for  some  time,  and  seeing  that  he  had  few  provisions, 
scarcely  enough  to  return  to  the  Island  of  Cuba,  said  that  he  wished  to  retajrn, 
and  then  all  the  people  gathered  together  and  persuaded  him  to  found  a  town, 
saying  that  the  Indians  were  kindly  disposed  toward  them,  and  showed  that 
they  were  pleased  with  them,  and  the  land  was  well  suited  to  them  and  that  it 
would  be  rendering  a  great  service  to  His  Majesty.  He  answered  that  he  did 
not  bring  authority  to  found  a  colony  that  he  could  be  responsible  for,  but 
that  as  it  would  be  a  service  rendered  to  His  Majesty  to  colonize,  he  would 
allow  them  to  do  so,  and  they  appointed  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  these 
met  in  a  place  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  and  appointed  Chief  Justice  and 
Captain-General  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty. 

He  was  asked  what  they  did  with  the  ships  that  they  took  out  and  he  said 
that  after  they  had  founded  the  town,  the  masters  of  the  ships  came  and  said 
to  the  Captain  that  all  the  ships  were  going  to  founder,  that  they  could  not  be 
kept  afloat.  The  said  Captain  gave  orders  to  certain  masters  and  pilots  that 
they  should  go  on  board  the  ships  and  should  examine  those  which  were  sea- 
worthy and  should  see  if  they  could  repair  them,  and  the  said  masters  and 
pilots  said  that  there  were  only  three  ships,  which  were  sea-worthy,  and  worth 
repairing,  and  that  it  would  cost  a  great  amount  of  money  ;  that  the  others 
were  not  worth  saving,  and  that  some  of  them  sank,  being  anchored  and  those 
that  were  not  worth  repairing,  he  let  go,  and  that  this  is  the  truth,  which  he 
signed  with  his  name. 

He  said  that  he  remembered  hearing  that  Hernando  Cort<fs  had  spent,  on 
this  fleet,  five  thousand  ducats — [$'8,75] — that  Diego  Velasquez  had  spent  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  ducats,  more  or  less,  but  this  was  spent  in  wine,  oil, 
vinegar  :ind.  clothes,  which  an  agent  of  Diego  Velasquez,  who  was  tJiere.sold 
at  great  profit.  He  sold  thirty-two  pints  of  v/ine  for  four  ducats,  being  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  ducats  a  pipe,  thirty-two  pints  of  oil  for  six  ducats,  and 
the  same  with  vinegar,  shirts  at  two  dollars  each,  sandals  a  ducat  a  pair,  and 
a  bunch  of  bczds  costing  him  twenty  cents,  for  two  ducats,  and  everything 
else  at  the  same  rate.  This  witness  knows  these  things,  because  he  saw  them 
•old  and  he  even  sold  a  part  of  them  himself. 

Alonso  Hernandez  Puerto  Carrero. 

Sworn  to  before  me, 

Joan  dk  SAMAiia 


No.  VIII.— Sec  Vol.  I.,  p.  232. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  "CARTA  DK  VKRA  CRUZ."  MS. 

[The  following  extract  from  this  celebrated  letter  of  (he 
Municipality  of  J>a  Villa  Rica  de  la  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Kmpcror, 
gives  a  succinct  view  of  the  foundation  of  the  first  colony  in 
Mexico,  and  of  the  appointment  of  Cortcfs  by  that  body  as 
Vol.  z  Mexico  ly 
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Chief  Justice  and  Captain-General.     The  original  is  preserved 

in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna.] 

After  said  chief  had  taken  leave  of  us,  and  returned  to  his  home,  we,  who 
came  in  this  fleet,  persons  of  noble  blood,  hidalgos  and  gentlemen  zealous  in 
the  service  of  Our  Lord  and  your  Royal  Highnesses,  desirous  of  aggrandizing 
your   royal   crown,  of  enlarging   your    dominions    and   of   increasing   your 
mcome,  met  and  conversed  with  said  Captain  Fernando  Cortes,  saying  that 
this  land  was  good,  that   according  to  the  specimens  of  gold    that  the  chief 
had  brought,  it  was  believed  that  it  must  be  very  rich,  and  judging  from  the 
way  in  which  said  chief  had  received  us,  it  was  to  be  believed  that  he  and 
his  people  were  kindly  disposed  toward  us ;  wherefore  it  seemed  to  us  that  it 
would  not  redound  to  the  service  of  Your  Majesties  to  do  in  this  land  what 
Diego  Velazquez  had  commanded  said  Captain  Fernando  Cortes  to  do,  which 
was,  to  secure  all  the  gold  he    could  by  trading,  and  return  with  it  to  the 
island  of  Fernandina,  the  only  ones  to  profit  from  it  being  the   said  Diego 
Velasquez  and  the  said  Captain.      What  seemed  best  to  all  of  us,  was  that, 
in  the  name  of  Your  Royal  Highnesses,  he  should  establish  here  a  colony, 
in  which  justice  should  be  done  to  all,  in  order  that  you  should  have  au- 
thority here  as  you  have  in  your  kingdoms  and  dominions,  for  this  land  being 
peopled  by  Spaniards,  beside  increasing  the  territory  and  income   of  Your 
Majesties,  they  could  render  great  services  to  us  and  to  those  who  come  after 
us.     This  being  resolved  upon,  we  met,  all  of  one  mind  and  will,  and  made  a 
requisition  of  said  Captain,  in  the  which  we  said,  that  as  he  saw  how  much 
it  would  redound  to  the  service  of  God  Our  Lord,  and  Your  Majesties,  that 
this  land  should  be  colonized,   giving  him  the  reasons  that  we  have  above 
stated  to  Your  Majesties,  we  requested  him  that  from  the  present  time,  he 
cease  trading  in  the  way  which  he  came  to  do,  because  that  would  ruin  the 
land  to  a  great  degree,  which   would  be  much  against  the  interest  of  Your 
Majesties.     In  this  way,  with  certain  protestations  against  him,  if  he  would 
not  comply,  we  begged  and  requested  that  he  presently  appoint,  in  the  name 
of  Your  Royal  Highnesses,  for  the  colony,   that   by  us  is  to  be  founded, 
Governor  and  Aldermen.     This  request  being  made  to  the  said  Captain,  he 
said  that  he  would  give  his  answer  the  following  day.     Said  Captain  seeing 
that  what  we  asked  would  redound  to  the  service  of  Your  Royal  Highnesses, 
answered  us  on  the  following  day,  saying  that  his  greatest  desire  was  to  serve 
Your  Majesties  in  the  best  way  possible,  and  putting  aside  his  own  interests, 
which  were,  by  continuing  his  trade  with  the  Indians,  to  reimburse  himself 
for  the  great  expense  of  fitting  out   this   squadron  in  connection  with  said 
Diego  Velasquez ;  he  was  pleased  and  happy  to  do  that  which  was  asked  by 
us,  because  it  would  so  greatly  redound  to  the  service  of  Your  Royal  High- 
nesses.    He  presently  commenced  with  great  diligence  to  people  and  found 
a  colony,  which  he  named  La  Villa  Rica  de  Vera  Cruz  (The  Rich  Village  of 
the   True  Cross),  and  appointed  us  who  subscribe  to   this  document  Gov- 
ernors and  Aldermen  of  said  Villa,  and,  in  the  name  of  Your  Highnesses, 
administered  the  oath  customary  in  such  cases  ;  after  which,  on  the  following 
day,  we  entered  the  room  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  and  being  there  assembled, 
sent  to  call  said  Captain  Fernando  Cortes,  and  asked  him,  in  the  name  of 
Your  Royal  Highnesses  to  show  us  the  papers  and  instructions  that  the  said 
Diego  Velasquez  had  given  him  to  come  to  these  x)arts,  which  he  imC>^diately 
sent  for  and  showed  to  us ;  after  having  seen,  read  and  well  examined  said 
papers,  we  found,  that  according  to  instructions  and  powers  there  given,  said 
Captain  Fernando  Cortes  no  longer  had  authority  to  act  as  captain  ;  there- 
fore it  seemed  to  us,  most  excellent  Princes,  that,  in  order  to  secure  peace  and 
concord  among  ourselves,  as  well  as  good  government,  it  was  best  to  appoir'. 
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a  person  for  Your  Royal  Service,  who  should  answer  in  the  name  of  Your 

Majesties  in  said  colony  and  in  these  parts  as  magistrate,  captain  and  head, 
whom  all  could  respect,  until  we  could  communicate  with  Your  Royal  High- 
nesses, in  order  that  you  might  direct  what  would  be  your  pleasure  in  the 
matter,  and  seeing  that  to  no  person  could  we  better  give  this  charge  than  to 
said  Fernando  Cortes,  for,  besides  being  a  person  well  fitted  for  this,  he  is 
very  zealous  in  the  service  of  Your  Majesties,  also  has  great  experience  in 
these  parts  and  islands,  and  having  spent  all  he  possessed  to  come,  as  he 
came,  with  this  squadron  in  the  service  of  Your  Majesties,  and  having 
renc^unced,  aj  we  have  already  related,  all  he  might  have  gained,  had  he  con- 
tinued trading  as  he  came  expecting  to  do,  we  conferred  upon  him  in  the 
name  of  Your  Royal  Highnesses,  the  title  of  Magistrate  and  Mayor,  from 
whom  we  received  the  oath  required  in  such  cases,  and  having  done  as  was 
belitting  Your  Majesties'  royal  service,  we  received  him  in  your  royal 
name,  in  our  sessions,  as  Chief  Justice,  and  captain  of  your  royal  arms,  in 
which  capa.:ity  he  will  continue  to  act,  until  Your  Majesties  decree  what  will 
more  redound  to  your  service.  We  have  wished  to  make  a  full  statement  of 
all  this  to  Your  Majesties  in  order  that  you  may  know  what  we  have  done 
here,  and  the  state  in  which  we  are  at  present. 


No.  IX.— See  Vol.  I.,  p.  281. 

EXTRACT    FROM    CAMARGO'S    "  HISTORIA   DE   TLASCALA,"    MS. 

[This  passage  from  the  Indian  chronicler  relates  to  the  cere- 
mony of  inauguration  of  a  Tecuhtle,  or  merchant-knight,  in 
Tlascala.  One  might  fancy  himself  reading  the  pages  of  St. 
Talaye,  or  any  other  historian  of  European  chivalry.] 

The  ceremony  of  makincj  knights  of  the  natives  of  Mexico,  TIaxacalla  and 
other  provinces,  is  a  very  iumiliar  one,  so  we  will  not  describe  it  in  detail, 
only  speak  of  it  very  briefly.  It  is  known  that  any  Lord  or  sons  of  Lords  who 
personally  have  taken  an  active  part  in  war,  or  who  may  have  done  or  un- 
dertaken to  <lo  anything  noble  or  advantageous  to  the  country,  if  it  showed 
indications  of  j;reat  courage,  and  if  he  were  of  good  repute  in  the  republic, 
was  made  a  knight.  If  tlicy  were  so  rich  that  they  were  titled  because  of 
their  wealth,  they  made  knights  of  them,  but  with  different  ceremonies. 

The  merchant  who  was  made  a  knight,  and  his  descendants  who  were 
knights,  were  called  Tccuhtles.  These  Tecuhtlcs  were  initialed  with  many 
ceremonies.  First  they  were  shut  up  forty  or  sixty  days  in  one  of  their  idols' 
temples,  fasting  continually,  seeing  no  one  except  those  who  served  ihcna. 
At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  they  were  taken  to  the  large  temple,  where 
were  explained  to  them  the  great  doctrines  of  the  life  thcv  were  to  lead,  they 
toruKMlcd  them  with  manv  <)ff(Misivc  and  satirical  words,  and  struck  them, 
even  in  their  faces,  rcprimamling  them  severely.  Here  they  publicly  gave 
them  their  bows  and  arrows  and  all  kinds  of  military  wc.ipcMis  uicd  by  ihcin. 
From  the  temple  thcv  were  conducted  through  the  streets  and  S(juare»  of  the 
city,  with  great  pomp,  icjoicing  a«»d  solemnity.  Uoing  l)cforc  them  were 
many  buffoons  and  jesters  who  said  witty  things  to  make  the  people  laugh. 


432 


APPENDIX. 


They  put  gold  rings  in  their  ears  and  upper  lips  and  rich  stones  in  their  noses, 
piercing  their  ears,  noses,  and  lips  not  with  an  instrument  of  iron,  silver  or 
gold,  but  with  sharp  bories  of  lions,  tigers  or  eagles,  offering  the  blood,  which 
flowed  from  the  wound,  to  their  idols. 

This  new  knight,  made  solemn  and  costly  feasts,  and  gave  large  presents  to 
the  old  noble  knights  such  as  clothes,  slaves,  gold,  precious  stones,  rich 
feathers,  military  ornaments,  shields,  bucklers,  and  bows  and  arrows  as  a 
kind  of  perquisite,  the  same  as  our  learned  men  do  when  they  receive  their 
degrees.  They  go  from  house  to  house  among  their  brethren  of  this  same 
order  the  Tecuhtles,  interchanging  presents  with  them.  It  was  a  republic 
and  so  they  did  not  make  many  knights  of  poor  nobles,  but  they  made  them 
of  those  who  for  noble  and  laudable  acts  had  merited  it. 

Finally  those  who  pierced  the  ears,  lips  and  noses,  were  old  knights  and 
very  old  men  who  were  appointed  to  do  this  and  also  as  judges  and  council- 
lors in  time  of  war.  These  veteran  knights  had  served  in  the  republic  and 
were  feared,  obeyed  and  reverenced  in  a  very  high  degree-  As  already  re- 
lated, after  fasting  forty  or  sixty  days,  the  candidates  for  knighthood  were 
taken  from  the  place  where  they  had  been  fasting  to  the  large  temple  where 
were  the  idols.  Their  ears,  noses  and  lips,  the  lower  lip,  were  pierced  at  the 
beginning  of  their  fast,  so  that  they  might  have  time  to  heal  perfectly,  and 
cause  no  suffering,  when  the  rings  were  put  into  them,  which  was  done  the 
day  of  the  grand  ceremonies.  During  all  this  time  they  did  not  bathe  or 
wash  themselves,  but  were  stained  and  painted  black,  professing  great  hu- 
mility in  order  to  secure  so  great  an  honor  and  reward.  During  their  retire- 
ment they  guard  their  arms  according  to  certain  celebrated  customs  among 
them.  They  also  had  the  doors  of  the  room  in  which  they  were  fasting,  fast- 
ened with  branches  of  laurel,  which  tree  was  highly  esteemed  by  the  natives- 


No.  X.— See  Vol.  I.,  p.  398. 

EXTRACT    FROM    OVIEDO'S    "  HISTORIA     DE    LAS    INDIAS,"    MS.    LIB. 

XXIIL,    CAP.    XLVI. 

[This  Chapter,  which  has  furnished  me  with  many  particulars 
for  the  narrative,  contains  a  minute  account  of  Montezuma's 
household  and  way  of  life,  gathered  by  the  writer,  as  he  tells 
us,  from  the  testimony  of  different  individuals  of  credit,  who  had 
the  best  means  of  information. 

The  room,  where  this  great  Prince  Montezuma  dined,  was  very  large,  and 
the  walls  were  highly  decorated  with  many  colors.  In  this  room  there  were 
dwarfs  and  buffoons,  who  said  graceful  and  witty  things,  others,  who  perform- 
ed gymnastic  feats  which  seemed  impossible,  and  still  others  who  played 
games,  and  did  things  quite  wonderful.  This  room  opened  on  a  very  large 
court-yard,  around  the  outside  of  which  were  one  hundred  rooms  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  feet  long,  each  separated  from  the  other.  These  were  the  rooms 
of  the  principal  lords,  who  were  the  regular  guards  of  the  palace,  and  were 
constantly  occupied  by  more  than  six  hundred  men,  each  one  of  them  having 
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more  than  thirty  attendants,  so  that  there  never  were  less  than  three  thousand 
warriors  daily  guarding  the  palace.  When  this  great  Prince  wished  to  dine, 
his  concubines  gave  him  water  with  their  own  hands  and  twenty  of  the  best 
loved  and  mosi  beautiful  of  them  stood  near  him  while  he  ate.  His  major- 
domo  placed  before  him  more  than  three  thousand  differently  prepared 
dishes,  among  which  were  chickens,  quails,  doves,  turtle-doves  and  other 
birds,  also  young  and  tender  children  nicely  slewed,  besides  many  other 
dishes  cooked  in  various  ways,  with  a  great  deal  of  red  pepper,  etc.,  and  he 
ate  of  what  his  women  passed  him  or  what  he  wished,  after  which,  three  thou- 
sand vessels  and  pitchers  of  a  certain  beverage  were  brought  him,  of  which 
he  drank  what  he  liked.  When  he  had  finished  eating  and  drinking,  he 
again  washed  his  hands,  and  the  women  retired  to  their  apartments,  where 
they  were  well  served.  Then  the  buffoons  and  others  who  had  amused  him 
while  eating,  were  seated  at  one  end  of  the  room,  and  food  given  them.  All 
that  was  left  was  sent  to  the  people  who  were  in  that  large  yard.  After  this 
he  gave  audience,  in  the  same  room,  to  all  who  had  business  with  him  of  any 
kind.  Those  who  wished  to  speak  with  him,  must  do  so  on  their  knees,  four 
yards  or  more  distant,  without  shoes  or  cloak  of  any  value,  and  without  look- 
mg  at  his  face.  When  he  iiad  answered  them  as  he  thought  best,  they  rose 
from  their  knees  and  retired  without  turning  their  backs  to  him,  until  they 
were  a  good  stone's  throw  distant,  after  the  manner  of  the  Moors  of  Granada 
when  before  their  Lords  and  Princes.  When  the  Spaniards  went  to  see 
Monteruma  he  commanded  his  attendants  to  give  them  little  benches  or  foot- 
stools of  exquisite  wood  beautifully  carved,  on  which  to  sit  ;  he  then  told  the 
Spaniards  to  ask  what  they  wished  and  he  would  give  it  them.  He  was  a 
slight  man,  graceful  and  affable.  There  were  five  or  six  hairs  in  his  beard 
as  long  as  a  sj^an.  If  he  fancied  any  garment  that  a  Spaniard  wore,  he  would 
ask  it,  and  if  given  freely,  without  asking  pay  for  it,  he  would  take  the 
garment,  examine  it  carefully,  and  with  pleasure,  and  praise  it,  but  if  a  i)rice 
was  set  upon  it,  he  would  pay  it,  and  taking  the  garment  return  it  to  the 
Christian,  and,  as  though  disgusted  with  the  bad  manners  of  hi.ii  who  asked 
the  price,  would  say  :  For  me  there  ought  not  to  be  any  price,  because  I  am 
a  Lord  and  they  ought  not  to  charge  me  anything,  I  will  give  without  being 
asked.  It  is  a  great  offence  to  those  who  are  Lords  to  set  a  price  upon  any- 
thing, as  that  is  to  make  merchants  of  them.  This  reminds  one  of  the  words 
of  Scipio,  as  recorded  by  Luciano,  who,  in  that  excellent  debate  lietwcen  the 
three  greatest  captains  of  ancient  times,  namely,  Alexander  the  C.rcat,  Han- 
nitjal  and  Scipio,  said  :  Since  I  was  born,  I  iiave  neither  bought  nor  s(»ld 
anythinji;.  Sr)  Montezuma  said  when  they  wished  to  sell  him  soniething  :  I 
will  ask  voii  nothing  another  day,  ff)r  you  have  made  me  a  merciiant.  (i«»  to 
your  homes,  ask  what  you  need  and  it  will  be  given  you.  Do  not  return  h'  le, 
as  I  do  not  like  commerce,  nor  those  who  engage  in  it,  although  I  allow  other 
men  in  my  dominions  to  carry  it  on. 

M«)nfezuma  had  more  than  three  thousand  lords  subject  to  him,  each  one 
of  them  havinpi;  manv  vas.^als.  They  all  had  houses  in  'iCmixtitan  where  they 
were  rc(|in"ted  to  reside  certain  months  in  the  year.  When,  by  permission  of 
Monteruma,  one  of  them  went  to  spend  some  time  at  his  own  lands,  he  had 
to  leave  in  hi^  house  at  court,  his  son  or  brother  till  his  return.  Monteruma 
kejn  these  as  pledges  for  the  return  of  his  subjects,  and  the  security  of  his 
kingdom.  His  tax  gatherers  were  killed  if  they  made  a  mistake.  His  vas- 
sals gave  him  a  regular  tribute  of  every  third  son,  and  he  who  had  no  sons 
cave  him  an  Indian  or  squaw  to  sacrifice  to  his  (iods,  and  if  he  did  not  give 
It,  he  himself  was  sarrifircd.  One  third  of  cvervthing  was  ctven  as  tribute, 
and  he  who  failerl  to  do  it,  paid  the  j)enaltv  with  his  head.  In  eTery  town  he 
had  a  major-<lomo  who  krj)t  a  strict  act  «>iinf  of  fhr  numl>er  of  j>ersons.  and 
the  tribute  they  ought  to  pay,     These  accounts  were  kept  in  (i^ureji  and  char* 
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acters  as  well  understood  by  them,  -^s  our  letters  and  figures  are  understood 
\)y  us.  These  major-domos  rendet*jd  an  account  to  those  who  resided  in 
Temixtitan.  There  were  granaries,  warehouses  and  depositories  where  these 
tributes  were  stored  and  officers  to  guard  them.  He  who  did  not  promptly 
pay  was  imprisoned,  a  certain  time  was  allowed  him  t®  pay,  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  not  having  paid,  he  was  executed  or  imprisoned. 

^ik  ^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^&  ^         ^i&        ^  ^^  4&  ^i&  ^l&  dl&  ^  ^^  ^  ^  ^^  ^  ^  -^  ^r 

Let  us  leave  this  subject,  and  return  to  the  great  Prince  Montezuma.  He 
had  a  room  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  and  fifty  wide,  the  roof  of  which, 
supported  by  large  beams  and  posts,  formed  a  terrace.  Within  this  room 
were  many  kinds  of  birds  and  animals,  among  them,  fifty  red-tailed  eagles^ 
tigers,  wolves,  and  frightful  snakes  as  large  as  one's  leg,  all  in  cages.  Five 
hundred  hens  were  daily  allowed  these  animals,  besides  which  they  gave 
them  the  blood  of  the  men,  women  and  children  who  were  sacrificed.  The 
floor  of  the  room  was  covered  with  human  blood,  and  on  entering  the  smell 
was  terrible  and  extremely  nauseating.  The  loud  and  horrible  hissing  of  the 
snakes,  the  growling  and  roaring  of  the  other  animals  there  confined  made 
infernal  melody,  and  was  enough  to  frighten  any  one.  In  the  centre  of  this 
room  was  a  chapel  in  the  form  of  a  large  oven,  the  top  being  overlaid  with 
gold  and  silver,  in  which  were  beautifully  set  stones  of  various  kinds,  agates, 
topazes,  emeralds  and  many  others.  Here  Montezuma  retired  to  talk  with 
the  devil,  who  is  their  god  of  war  and  called  by  them  Atezcatepoca.  They 
believed  that  he  was  Lord  and  creator  of  all  things,  and  that  in  his  hands  was 
the  power  to  conquer.  The  Indians,  in  their  songs  and  discourses  gave  him 
thanks  and  cried  unto  him  in  their  necessities.  In  this  yard  and  room  there 
were  always  five  thousand  men  painted  a  certain  color,  who  kept  inviolate 
their  chastity.  They  strictly  observed  certain  religious  duties  and  are  called 
popes. 

In  a  very  large  house,  lived  the  four  thousand  concubines  of  Montezuma, 
who  were  daughters  of  nobles,  and  given  to  him,  by  his  command.  Monte- 
zuma occasionally  gave  to  a  person  whom  he  particularly  wished  to  favor  and 
honor  some  of  these  women  ;  this  gift  was  joyfully  received  and  considered  a 
wonderful  one.  In  the  house  occupied  by  these  women  were  many  gardens 
and  more  than  one  hundred  hot  baths,  like  those  used  by  the  Moors,  in  which 
they  bathed.  Each  one  had  a  guard  or  keeper,  and  over  these  were  other 
women  like  prioresses  who  governed  them  ;  these  last  who  were  always  old 
women,  were  respected  as  mothers,  and  treated  those  under  them  like 
daughters.  Montezuma's  father  had  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  sons 
jind  daughters.  Montezuma  killed  nearly  all  his  brothers  and  married  his 
sisters  to  whomsoever  he  pleased.  He  himself  had  more  than  fifty  sons  and 
daughters,  and  it  sometimes  happened  that  fifty  of  his  wives  W(  re  pregnant 
at  the  same  time,  but  the  greater  number  of  them  killed  their  children,  saying 
that  the  devil  commanded  them  to  do  it,  and  to  offer  their  blood  as  a  sacrifice, 
which  they  did.  The  house  of  Montezuma  seemed  like  a  populous  city. 
Each  door  had  a  porter  and  cliere  were  twenty  for  the  service  of  the  house. 
Through  some  of  these  flowed  streams  of  water  bearing  upon  their  surface 
canoes  loaded  with  corn,  provisions  and  wood.  The  house  was  supplied 
with  pure  water  from  a  spring  called  Chapictepeque,  six  miles  distant.  It 
had  its  source  In  the  mountains  and  was  brought  by  means  of  an  aqueduct  of 
stone^ 
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No.  XI.— See  Vol.  II.,  p.  40  et  alibi. 

DIALOGUE  OF   OVIEDO   WITH    DON   THOAN  CANO,  AP.  "  HISTORIA  DB 
LAS  INDIAS,"  MS.,  LIB.  XXXIII.,  CAP.  LIV. 

[The  most  remarkable,  in  some  respects,  of  Oviedo's  composi- 
tions is  his  Qui?icuagenas^  a  collection  of  imaginary  dialogues 
with  the  most  eminent  persons  of  his  time,  frequently  founded, 
no  doubt,  on  the  personal  communications  which  he  had  held 
with  them.  In  his  "  History  of  the  Indies  "  he  has  also  intro- 
duced a  dialogue  which  he  tells  us  he  actually  had  with  Don 
Thoan  Cano,  a  Castilian  hidalgo,  who  married  Guatemozin's 
widow,  the  lovely  daughter  of  Montezuma.  He  came  into  the 
country  originally  with  Narvaez ;  and,  as  he  was  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence, according  to  Oviedo,  and  his  peculiar  position  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  Conquest  opened  to  him  the  best  sources  of 
information,  his  testimony  is  of  the  highest  value.  As  such  I 
have  made  frequent  use  of  it  in  the  preceding  pages,  and  I  now 
transcribe  it  entire,  in  the  original,  as  an  important  document  for 
the  history  of  the  Conquest.]     Translated  for  this  edition. 

Dialogue  between  the  Governor  of  the  Fortress  of  the  City  and  Port  of 
Santo  Domingo  of  the  Spanish  Island,  and  author  of  this  history,  on  the  one 
part,  and  on  the  other  part,  a  gentleman  of  the  great  City  of  Mexico,  named 
Thoan  Cano. 

Governor. — Senor,  I  heard  yesterday  that  you  live  in  the  gre«t  City  of 
Mexico,  that  your  name  is  Thoan  Cano,  and  because  I  was  a  friend  of  a  gen- 
tleman named  Diego  Cano,  who  was  a  follower  or  attendant  of  the  Most  Se- 
rene Princx-  Don  'I'hoan,  of  glorious  memory,  I  desire  to  know  if  he  still  lives, 
what  is  your  native  place,  and  how  vou  came  Ui  be  stopping  here  at  present. 
I  will  consider  it  a  great  favor,  should  you  not  be  displeased  by  my  (|uestions, 
because  it  is  necessary  that  I  know  something  from  New  Spain,  and  it  is 
right,  that  to  satisfy  myself  I  try  to  get  the  information  I  desire  from  credible 
persons  ;  therefore  it  will  be  a  great  favor  to  me.  if  you  can  answer  me. 

Thoan  Cano. — Scfior  Governor,  I  am  the  one  highly  honored  by  ycnir  ac- 
quaintance, I  have  long  desired  to  sec  you,  and  very  earnestly  wished  to  l)e 
your  friend  and  servant.  In  answer  to  what  you  wish  to  know  from  me,  let 
me  say,  that  Diego  Cano,  Notary  rublic  and  clerk  of  the  court  of  justice,  for 
the  house  of  Prince  Don  Thoan  and  steward  of  the  tapestry  of  Ilis  Highness, 
was  mv  uncle,  who  died  a  short  time  since  in  the  City  of  Caceres,  of  which 
placf  I  am  a  native.  As  to  the  rest,  I,  Scfior,  came  from  the  Island  of  Cuba 
to  New  Spain  with  Captain  Pjimphilo  de  Narvaez,  and  though  a  youth  of 
few  vcars,  I  was  near  him  when  he  was  made  prisoner  l)v  Hernando  Cortes. 
At  this  critical  time  he  lost  an  eye,  but  continued  fighting  like  a  very  bravt 
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man,  however  as  there  were  few  of  his  people  with  him  and  they  did  not  as« 
sist  him,  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner.  Cortes  made  himself  master 
of  the  field,  and  drew  to  his  standard  the  people  who  had  come  out  with  Pam- 
philo  and  until  that  time  had  fought  with  him,  after  all  of  which  I  find  myself 
here.  You  command  me  to  tell  you  why  I  have  remained  here,  and  do  not 
wish  me  to  be  displeased  with  your  questions.  In  reply  to  this  last  question, 
I  will  say,  Sehor  Governor,  that  I  married  a  Lady,  legitimate  daughter  of 
Montezuma,  called  Dofia  Isabel,  who,  though  she  had  been  brought  up  in 
our  own  Spain,  would  not  have  been  better  educated,  or  better  taught  in  the 
Catholic  faith,  and  her  conversation  and  grace  of  manner  would  gratify  even 
you.  As  she  is  in  all  things  a  lady  and  a  friend  of  the  Christians,  her  example 
and  the  respect  felt  for  her  impresses  upon  the  spirits  of  the  Mexicans  greater 
quiet  and  repose.  Whatever  else  you  may  ask  me  about,  Sefior,  I  will  tell 
you  the  truth  as  I  remember  it. 

Gov. — I  accept  the  favor  you  have  just  offered,  and  will  commence 
by  asking  what  first  occurs  to  me,  I  remember  being  informed  that  Monte- 
zuma's father  had  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  sons  and  daughters,  and 
that  he  sometimes  happened  to  have  fifty  women  pregnant  at  the  same  time  ; 
I  wrote  this  and  other  things  of  the  same  nature  in  chapter  forty-sixth  of  my 
history.  Now,  if  this  was  true,  I  would  like  to  know  how  you  are  sure  that 
your  wife,  Dofia  Isabel,  is  the  legitimate  daughter  of  Montezuma  and  how 
your  father-in-law  knew  the  legitimate  children  from  the  illegitimate,  also 
which  were  lawful  wives  and  which  were  concubines. 

Cano. — The  customs  observed  among  the  Mexicans  on  taking  a  lawful 
wife,  I  will  now  describe,  which  are  as  follows  :  After  a  dinner  or  a  supper 
participated  in  by  the  relatives  of  both  parties,  a  ball  is  given,  which  is  a  re- 
ligious ceremony,  and  songs  are  sung.  At  the  hour  for  the  bride  and  groom 
to  retire  to  their  bed-chamber  a  certain  part  of  the  garment  of  the  bride  is 
tied  to  the  cloak  worn  by  the  groom,  and  thus  united  the  nearest  relatives  of 
both  take  them  by  the  hand  and  conduct  them  to  their  room,  where  they  are 
left  alone  and  in  the  dark.  Here  they  remain  for  three  consecutive  days,  no  one 
being  allowed  to  see  them,  excepting  a  squaw  who  gives  them  food  and  what- 
ever else  may  be  needed.  During  all  this  time  the  dance  and  singing  arc  kept 
up.  A  marriage  without  this  ceremony  is  not  lawful,  neither  are  the  children 
legitimate,  nor  can  they  be  heirs.  When  Montezuma  died  he  left  only  two 
legitimate  children,  my  wife  and  her  brother,  both  very  young.  A  brother  of 
Montezuma,  named  Cuitcavaci,  Lord  of  Iztapalapa  was  chosen  guardian,  but 
died  of  smallpox  sixty  days  after  his  election  ;  then  a  nephew  of  Montezuma 
named  Guatimuici,  a  high  priest  among  the  Indians,  killed  his  cousin,  the 
legitimate  son  of  Montezuma,  who  was  called  Asupacaci,  own  brother  of 
Dofia  Isabel,  thus  making  himself  master,  and  was  very  courageous.  He 
was  the  one  who  lost  Mexico,  who  was  imprisoned,  and  afterwards  unjustly 
killed  with  other  Lords  and  Indians.  When  Cortes  and  the  Christians  took 
possession  of  Mexico,  my  wife,  as  you  see  from  the  above,  was  the  only  living 
legitimate  child  of  Montezuma,  and  she  was  a  widow  and  childless.  Her  cousin, 
Guatimuici,  had  married  her  in  accordance  with  the  above  ceremony,  in  order 
the  better  to  protect  her,  as  she  was  very  young.  She  was  converted  to  our  Holy 
Catholic  faith,  and  married  an  honest  man,  one  of  the  first  conquerors,  called 
Pedro  Gallego.  A  son  was  born  to  them  whom  they  named  Thoan  Gallego 
Montezuma,  after  which  said  Pedro  Gallego  died,  and  I  married  said  Dofia 
Isabel,  by  whom  God  gave  me  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  are  named 
Pedro  Cano,  Gonzalo  Cano  de  Saavedva,  Thoan  Cano,  Dofia  Isabel  and 
Dona  Catalina. 

Gov. — Senor  Thoan  Cano,  I  beseech  you  to  tell  me  why  Hernando  Cortes 
killed  Guatimuici.  Did  he  disclose  anything,  or  what  did  he  do  that  h«  should 
be  put  to  death  } 
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Cano. — You  must  know,  that  by  command  of  Captain  Hernando  Cortes, 
Guatimuici,  and  the  King  of  Tacuba,  called  Tetepanquezal,  and  the  Lord  of 
Tezcuco,  were  terribly  tortured,  they  burned  their  feet,  anointing  the  soles 
with  oil,  and  holding  them  over  live  coals,  and  many  other  similar  things, 
that  they  might  compel  them  to  tell  where  their  treasures  were  concealed. 
By  means  of  these  tortures,  he  drew  from  them  the  fact,  that  Captain  Cristo- 
val  de  Olid  had  rebelled  against  his  authority  in  Caballos  and  Honduras, 
which  province  is  called  by  the  Indians,  Guaimuras,  and  he  determined  to  go 
in  search  of  and  punish  said  Christoval  de  Olid  ;  with  which  end  in  view,  he 
set  out  by  land,  taking  with  him  many  Spaniards  and  many  natives  ;  he  also 
took  with  him  the  three  men  above  mentioned  and  hung  them  on  the  way. 
Dofia  Isabel  thus  become  a  widow,  after  which,  she  married,  in  the  manner 
already  described,  Pedro  Gallego,  and  after  his  death  she  married  me. 

Gov. — Hernando  Cortes,  in  certain  information  sent  to  our  lord  the  Em- 
peror, says,  that  Guatimuici  had  succeeded  Montezuma  on  the  throne  of  Mex- 
ico because  the  son  and  heir  of  Montezuma  was  dead,  and  of  the  two  sons 
that  were  left,  one  was  crazy  or  a  fool  and  the  other  a  paralytic,  and  dis(|uali- 
fied  on  account  of  illness,  which,  believing  to  be  true,  I  wrote  in  chapter  six- 
teenth of  my  history. 

Cano. — You  may  write  what  he  shall  tell  you,  or  what  the  Marquis  Her- 
nando Cortes  wishes,  but  I  tell  you  conscientiously  and  before  God  tne  truth, 
and  this  is  very  well  known. 

Gov. — Scrior  Thoan  Cano,  tell  me  what  was  the  reason  the  Indians  of 
Mexico  rebelled  when  Hernando  Cortes  left  that  city  in  charge  of  Pedro  Al- 
varado,  Montezuma  being  in  prison,  and  went  in  search  of  Pamphilo  de 
Narvaez,  I  have  heard  many  and  very  different  accounts  of  this  and  would 
like  to  write  the  truth  about  it,  so  help  me  God. 

Cano. — Senor  Governor,  you  ask  me  something  of  which  few  persons  now 
living  can  give  an  account,  although  it  was  publicly  known,  and  the  injustice 
done  the  Indians  very  evident.  From  this  time  they  hated  the  Christians, 
they  could  not  be  trusted,  and  all  the  evils  that  followed,  even  the  rebellion 
of  Mexico,  can  be  traced  to  this,  of  which  I  will  now  give  you  my  version. 
At  a  certain  season  of  the  year,  these  Mexicans  met  to  observe  various  idol- 
atrous rites  and  ceremonies,  and  the  time  having  arrived  for  one  of  these 
feasts,  Alvarado  being  in  charge  of  the  city,  Montezuma  in  prison,  and  Cor- 
tes absent,  many  of  the  princij)al  Indians  came  together  and  asked  permission 
of  Captain  Alvarado  to  celebrate  this  feast  in  the  yards  ol  their  temples,  and 
the  said  Captain  gave  them  permission.  So  more  than  six  hundred  of  the 
Indians,  all  Lords,  met,  wearing  trinkets  of  gold,  beautiful  feathers,  many 
precious  stones,  and  adorned  in  every  way  possible,  but  without  arms  either 
offensive  or  defensive,  and  danced  and  sang  and  celebrated  their  feast  accord- 
ing to  their  customs.  When  they  were  at  the  height  of  their  enjoyment,  and 
comj)letely  absorbed  in  it.  Alvarado,  influenced  oy  covetousncss.  stationing 
fifteen  inen  at  each  one  of  the  five  doors,  he,  with  the  rest  of  the  Spaniards 
entered,  and  without  mcrcv,  began  to  cut  and  to  kill  the  Indians,  not  sparing 
even  one.  This  was  the  canst-  of  the  rebellion,  for  seeing  their  companions 
robbed  and  killed  without  having  merited  such  cruelty,  they,  with  good  rea- 
son, made  war  upon  said  Alvarado  and  the  Christians,  who,  with  him,  were 
guarding  Montezuma. 

Gov. — How  did  Montezuma  die  ?  I  have  heard  very  different  accounts  of 
it,  and  have  thus  written  them. 

(!ano. — Montezuma  was  hit  by  a  stone  thrown  by  one  of  his  own  people,  the 
blow  causing  his  death.  His  people  could  not  see  him,  a  soldier  with  a 
•hitld  being  placrd  before  him,  an<l  not  l>clieving  he  was  there,  thev  threw 
8toius,  one  «if  'vliicli  killed  him,  P.nt  I  wish  vt)U  to  know,  ScRor  Governor, 
that  from  the  first  rebellion  of  the  Indians  until  the  Marquis  returned  to  the 
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city,  after  having  made  Narvaez  prisoner,  notwithstanding  the  quarrel  with 
the  Christians,  Montezuma  always  supplied  them  with  food,  and  after  the 
Marquis  returned,  he  gave  him  a  grand  reception,  and  gave  to  all  the  Span- 
iards a  great  deal  of  food.  You  must  know  that  as  Captain  Alvarado's  con- 
science troubled  him,  although  he  had  not  repented  of  his  fault,  but  wished  to 
appease  the  wrath  of  Montezuma,  he  told  Hernando  Cortes  to  pretend  that  he 
wished  to  imprison  and  punish  him,  which  Hernando  Cortes  did  not  wish  to 
do,  but  said  very  angrily,  that  they  were  only  dogs  and  that  there  was  no  need 
of  that  formality,  and  sent  to  one  of  the  guards  to  set  him  at  liberty.  This 
ofi5cer  seeing  the  anger  of  Cortes,  the  little  regard  he  had  for  the  living  In- 
dians and  the  little  he  thought  about  the  murdered  ones,  determined  upon  re- 
venge, and  was  the  first  to  renew  the  war  against  the  Spaniards,  which  was 
done  within  an  hour. 

Gov. — I  have  always  heard  it  said  that  moderation  is  good,  compassion  is 
a  virtue,  and  pride  and  anger  abominable.  It  is  said  that  Hernando  Cortes 
divided  great  treasures  among  his  soldiers,  when  he  left  the  city,  which  he 
did  by  the  advice  of  one  Botello,  who  boasted  that  he  could  foretell  what  was 
to  happen. 

Cano. — I  well  know  who  this  was,  and  it  is  true  that  he  thought  Cortes  and 
the  Christians  should  leave,  but  this  was  only  known  to  those  who  were  with 
him  at  the  time  of  the  conversation,  the  others,  numbering  two  hundred  and 
seventy,  who  were  in  their  rooms,  were  left  behind.  These  defended  them- 
selves for  a  certain  time,  fighting  until  hunger  compelled  them  to  surrender, 
when  they  were  cruelly  murdered,  after  the  manner  of  Alvarado  with  their 
countrymen.  Those  upon  whom  Cortes  had  most  liberally  bestowed  his 
gifts,  those  most  burdened  with  gold  and  jewels  were  the  first  to  be  killed,-  - 
for,  to  save  the  pack-saddle,  the  ass  most  heavily  laden  died, — but  those  who 
had  nothing  save  their  weapons,  cut  their  way  out  with  their  swords. 

Gov. — It  was  a  great  pity  to  lose  so  much  treasure,  154  Spaniards,  45 
mares,  and  more  than  2000  Indians,  among  their  number  the  son  and 
daughter  of  Montezuma,  and  all  the  other  Lords  that  were  in  prison,  I  have 
thus  written  it  in  chapter  fourteenth  of  this  history. 

Cano. — Senor  Governor,  truly  he  who  told  you  this,  either  wished  to  de- 
ceive you,  or  he  did  not  see,  or  know  anything  about  it,  I  assure  you  that,  in- 
cluding those  who  remained  in  the  city  and  those  who  followed  Cortes,  more 
than  1 170  Spaniards  lost  their  lives,  and  of  the  Indians,  our  friends  of  Tascal- 
tecle  instead  of  2000  as  you  say,  without  doubt,  more  than  8000  perished. 

Gov. — It  is  a  wonder  to  me  that,  after  Cortes  and  those  who  escaped  took 
refuge  in  the  land  of  Tascaltecle,  they  were  not  all  killed.  It  is  said  that  the 
people  of  Guanlip,  would  not  give  them  food,  unless  they  gave  gold  in  ex- 
change. 

Cano. — Do  not  believe  any  of  this,  Sefior,  for  these  Christians  could  not 
have  been  better  received  even  in  their  fathers'  houses.  All  they  wished, 
even  without  asking  it,  was  given  gratuitously  and  willingly. 

Gov. — The  Marquis  has  done  a  great  deal,  and  is  worthy  of  all  that  he 
possesses  and  much  more,  I  am  sorry  to  see  so  valiant  a  gentleman  maimed, 
having  lost  two  fingers  of  his  left  hand,  which  I  have  so  written  in  the  fif- 
teenth chapter  of  my  history.  But  such  is  war,  the  honors  and  glories  of 
which  are  not  gained  sleeping. 

Cano. — Doubtless,  Senor,  Cortes  has  been  a  sagacious  and  successful  cap- 
tain and  ought  to  receive  honors  and  favors  from  those  whom  he  has  served, 
I  have  seen  some,  however,  who  serve  and  labor,  but  they  never  grow  rich, 
and  others  who  do  not  do  as  much  are  rewarded  and  promoted.  Do  not 
waste  any  more  sympathy  upon  the  Marquis  for  the  loss  of  his  fingers,  as  he 
is  as  sound  to-day  as  when  he  first  came  from  Castile  ;  he  never  lost  hit 
fingers,  so  there  was  no  need  of  a  surgeon,  neither  of  a  miracle  to  heal  him. 
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Gov. — Senor  Thoan  Cano,  I  am  told  and  wish  to  know  if  it  is  true,  that 
the  Marquis  cruelly  treated  the  people  of  Chulula,  a  city  through  which  he 
passed  the  first  time  he  was  in  Mexico. 

Cano. — It  is  very  true,  but  I  did  not  see  it,  for  I  had  not  yet  reached  tha* 
land,  but  I  heard  it  from  many  who  saw  this  cruel  exploit. 

Gov. — What  is  the  account  you  heard  of  it  ? 

Cano. — The  well  known  facts,  which  I  heard,  are  these,  that  Hernando 
Cortes  asked,  of  that  city,  3000  Indians  to  carry  the  luggage,  who  were  given 
him,  and  he  had  them  all  put  to  the  sword,  nof  one  escaped. 

Gov. — Our  Lord  the  Emperor  is  right  in  commanding  to  take  the  Indians 
I'rom  all  the  Christians. 

Cano. — Do  what  Mis  Majesty  shall  command,  and  what  would  please  him, 
which  is  best  for  you,  but  I  would  not  wish  that  the  just  should  suffer  for 
the  sinner.  Let  him  who  is  cruel  pay  the  penalty,  but  why  punish  him  who 
commits  no  fault  }  I  have  not  now  time  to  discuss  this  subject,  for  I  must 
embark  to  night,  and  it  is  already  nearly  time  for  evening  devotions.  Senor 
Governor,  if  I  can  serve  you  in  any  way  in  Mexico,  I  will  do  so  most  cheer- 
fully. With  regard  to  the  liberty  of  the  Indians,  doubtless  there  are  persons 
who  should  be  urged,  to  take,  govern  and  instruct  them  in  the  Holy  Catholic 
faith,  and  again  others,  from  whom  they  should  be  taken,  but  the  Bishop  of 
Chiapa,  Friar  Hartolome  de  Las  Casas,  who  has  been  the  moving  power  \r\ 
making  these  changes,  is  here,  accompanied  by  young  brothers  of  his  order, 
with  whom,  Senor  Governor,  you  can  confer  about  this  matter.  I  do  not  wish 
to  interfere  or  speak  about  it,  though  I  have  my  own  opinion. 

Gov. — Doubtless,  Sefior  Thoan  Cano,  you  speak  like  a  prudent  man,  and 
these  things  must  be  so  ordained  of  God,  1  suppose  that  this  Reverend  Bishop 
of  Ciudad  Real  in  the  province  of  Chiapa,  has  been  influenced  to  make  these 
pilgrimages  by  zeal  in  the  service  of  God  and  His  Majesty.  God  grant  that 
he  and  his  brethren  succeed  in  this  service.  He  is  not,  however,  so  kindly 
disposed  toward  me  as  you  think,  but  has  complained  of  me  on  account  of 
what  I  wrote  about  certain  acts  of  his,  when  he  went  to  Cubagua  and  Cu- 
mand.  He  made  his  complaint  to  the  Bishop  of  San  Juan,  Don  Rcjdrigo  de 
Bastidas,  in  order  that  he  might  make  it  known  to  me,  which  he  did,  I  rf>- 
plied  by  begging  the  Bishop  of  San  Juan  to  say  to  him,  that,  in  truth,  when  I 
wrote  tnai  of  which  he  cf)mplaincd,  I  had  no  trmught  of  |)lcasing  or  displeas- 
ing him,  only  of  telling  what  actually  took  place  ;  that  he  could  look  at  the 
first  volume  of  the  History  of  the  Indies,  printed  in  1535,  where  he  could  find 
what  I  wrote  ;  that  I  could  easily  prove  all  that  I  had  said  ;  that  he  should 
know  that  this  book,  although  written  in  Spanish,  was  already  translated  into 
the 'i'uscan,  French,  Cicrman,  Latin,  (ireek,  Turkish  and  Arabic  languages  : 
that  I  should  not  cease  writing  about  the  Indies  so  long  as  I  might  serve  and 
please  Their  Majesties  ;  that  I  hoped  God  would  hclj)  me  to  succeed  better 
in  the  future  than  in  the  past,  and  also  that  the  labors  of  my  pen  might  l)C 
more  pleasing  to  him.  As  the  P>ishop  of  San  Juan  is  so  noble,  the  truth  so 
evident,  and  I  wrote  so  calmly,  the  Bishop  of  Chiapa  was  satisfied,  although 
1  did  not  do  it  to  satisfy  him  or  any  other  person,  hut  because  I  felt  it  to  he 
right.  As  regards  the  Friars,  there  are  so  many  of  them  here,  that  it  seems 
in  truth,  that  they  must  have  rained  down  or  sprung  from  the  ground.  They 
are  all  young,  under  thirty,  and  without  gray  hairs,  (iod  grant  that  they  all 
mav  succecclin  serving  him.  I  .saw  them  enter  this  City,  two  liy  two,  thirty  of 
them,  with  their  staves, gowns,  8ca])ulars  and  hats,  and  the  Bishop  l>ehind  them. 
It  dill  not  appear  like  a  very  devout  company,  and  now  thev  commence,  we 
do  tiot  know  in  what  it  will  stop  ;  time  will  trll,  and  this  is  done  in  the  service 
of  our  l^)r(l.  As  you  are  going  tov.artl  those  new  volcanoes,  tell  me,  Scftor, 
if  vou  have  sc^n  tncm,  what  are  ihev,  and  what  is  another  that  you  have  ia 
New  Spain  which  is  called  (iuaxocinco? 
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Cano. — The  volcano  of  Chalco  or  Guaxocinco  is  one  and  the  same  thing,  the 
light  of  which  might  be  seen  at  night  at  a  distance  of  nine  or  twelve  miles  or 
more  ;  by  day  smoke  continually  issued  from  it,  and  sometimes  flames  of  fire. 
It  is  one  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  range,  never  free  from  snow,  and  about  twenty- 
seven  miles  from  Mexico.  This  irruption  continued  for  seven  years,  more  or 
less,  after  the  arrival  of  Hernando  Cortes,  but  has  now  ceased.  There  is  no 
end  to  the  sulphur  found  in  its  crater,  which  is  of  very  good  quality  and  is 
taken  out  and  used  in  making  powder.  In  Guatemala  there  are  two  volca- 
noes, which  throw  out  very  large  red-hot  stones,  and  volumes  of  smoke.  It 
is  a  terrible  spectacle  and  was  especially  so  when  Dona  Beatriz  de  la  Cueva, 
wife  of  the  Governor  Don  Pedro  de  Alvarado  died.  Give  me  leave  to  go  on 
board  my  vessel  and  may  God  be  with  you,  Senor  Governor. 

Gov. — Senor  Thoan  Cano,  may  the  Holy  Spirit  go  with  you,  and  give  you 
such  a  prosperous  voyage,  that  in  a  few  days  you  may  arrive  at  your  house, 
and  may  find  Dona  Isabel  and  your  sons  and  daughters  enjoying  the  degree 
of  health,  that  you  and  they  desire. 


No.  XII.— See  Vol.  II.,  p.  78. 

GRANT  OF  CORTES  TO  DONA  ISABEL  MONTEZUMA,  DAUGHTER  OF 
THE  EMPEROR  MONTEZUMA;  DATED  AT  MEXICO,  JUNE  27, 
1526. 

[Montezuma,  on  his  death-bed,  commended,  as  we  have  seen 
in  the  History,  three  favorite  daughters  to  the  protection  of 
Cortes.  After  their  father's  death  they  were  baptized,  and  after 
the  Conquest  v^ere  married  to  Spaniards  of  honorable  family, 
and  from  them  have  descended  several  noble  houses  in  Spain. 
Cortds  granted,  by  way  of  dowry,  to  the  eldest,  Dona  Isabel,  the 
city  of  Tacuba  and  several  other  places,  embracing  an  extensive 
and  very  populous  district.  I  have  given  here  the  instrument 
containing  this  grant,  which  has  a  singular  degree  of  interest, 
from  the  notices  it  contains  of  Montezuma's  last  moments,  and 
the  strong  testimony  it  bears  to  his  unswerving  friendship  for 
the  Spaniards.  Some  allowance  must  be  made  by  the  reader  for 
the  obvious  endeavor  of  Cortes  to  exhibit  Montezuma's  conduct 
in  so  favorable  a  light  to  the  Castilian  government,  as  might 
authorize  the  extensive  grant  to  his  daughter. 

The  instrument  in  the  Munoz  collection  was  taken  from  an 
ancient  copy  in  the  library  of  Don  Rafael  Floranes  of  Vallado- 
Ud.] 

Grant  to  Dona  Isabel  Montezuma,  daughter  of  the  great  Montezuma,  last 
Indian  King  of  the  great  kingdom  and  city  of  Mexico,  who,  having  become  a 
Christian,  was  baptized  and  married  to  Alonso  Grado,  native  of  the  town  of 
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Alcantara,  nobleman  and  follower  of  His  Majesty,  whom  he  had  served  and 
was  serving  in  many  offices  in  that  kingdom. 

Executed  by  Don  Hernando  Cortes,  conqueror  of  said  kingdom,  in  the 
name  of  His  Majesty,  as  Captain-General  and  Governor  of  New  Spain. 

Whereas,  at  the  time  that  I,  Don  Hernando  Cortes,  Captain-General  and 
Governor  of  this  New  Spain,  for  His  Majesty,  arrived  in  this  land,  with  cer- 
tain ships  and  j)eople,  to  pacify  and  colonize  it,  and  bring  its  people  under 
the  dominion  and  service  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  His  Majesty,  as  it  is  at 
present,  I  had  information  of  a  great  lord  called  Montezuma,  who  resided 
in  the  large  city  of  Tenexlitan,  and  was  lord  of  it  and  of  all  the  provinces 
and  lands  bordering  upon  it,  to  him,  I  mafie  known  my  arrival  by  messengers, 
in  order  that  he  should  obey  me  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty  and  should  offer 
himself  as  his  subject.  He  seemed  pleased  with  my  coming  and  the  better 
to  prove  his  zeal  and  willingness  to  serve  His  Majesty  and  to  obey,  what  by 
me  in  his  royal  name  should  be  commanded,  he  showed  me  much  attention 
and  gave  orders,  that  in  all  places  through  which  the  Spaniards  should  pass, 
on  their  wav  to  the  citv,  they  should  be  well  received,  and  that  they  should 
be  furnished  with  all  that  they  might  need,  which  was  always  done.  When 
we  reached  the  city,  we  were  very  well  received,  I  and  all  who  were  with  me, 
and  he  seemed  to  be  very  sorry  for  some  encounters  and  battles  we  had  on 
the  way,  before  arriving  at  this  city,  trying  to  excuse  them.  In  order  the 
better  to  show  his  kind  feeling  toward  us,  said  Montezuma  consented  to  be 
in  Rubection  to  the  will  of  His  Majesty  and  in  my  power  like  a  prisoner,  until  I 
could  give  His  Majesty  an  account  of  things  in  these  parts  and  of  the  good 
will  of  said  Montezuma.  This  said  land,  more  than  six  hundred  acres  of  it 
from  one  part  to  the  other,  was  in  peace  and  tran(juillity,  having  been  pacified 
by  xc\r:^,  for  the  continuance  of  which,  I  had  a  seal  and  a  pledge  in  the  person  of 
said  Montezuma,  who  always  showed  good  will  in  the  service  of  His  Majesty 
and  a  desire  to  please  me  in  his  royal  name.  This  peace  continued  for  more 
than  a  year,  until  the  coming  of  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez  who  disturbed  and 
scandalized  them  by  his  damnable  words  and  the  fears  he  awakened  in  their 
minds,  on  account  of  which,  a  br')thcr  of  said  Montezuma,  namtd  Auit  I-a- 
vaci.  Lord  of  Iztapalapa,  rose  against  him,  and  with  a  large  force  that  he 
brought,  made  pitiless  war  upon  the  said  Montezuma,  upon  me  andtheSpaiv 
iards  who  were  with  me,  strongly  blockading  us  in  the  apartments  and 
houses  where  we  were.  In  order  that  the  said  brother  and  the  principal  men 
who  were  with  him  cease  said  war  and  raise  the  blockade,  the  said  Monto/i- 
ma  stood  in  a  window,  from  which  he  spoke  to  them,  commanding  them  and 
advising  them  that  thev  should  not  continue  this  war,  saying  that  they  ought 
to  be  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  that  they  should  obey  the  commands  that  I, 
in  his  royal  name,  gave  them;  whereupon  they  threw  many  stones  at  him,  one 
of  which  wounded  him  severely  in  the  head.  Fearing  he  might  die  from  thr 
effect  of  it,  he  discoursed  with  me  about  various  matters,  reminding  mc  that 
he  was  now  suffering  from  this  wound  and  the  insult  of  his  people,  l)ecause  of 
the  great  love  he  hid  for  the  service  of  His  Majesty,  and  for  me  in  his  roval 
name  and  for  all  the  Spaniards,  which  he  did  not  regret.  He  pravcd  me  a»)d 
charged  mc  verv  earnest Iv,  that,  remembering  how  much  he  loved  me  and 
desired  to  please  mc,  I,  should  he  die  of  the  wound,  would  take  charge  of  his 
three  daughters,  have  them  baptized  and  taught  our  religion,  for  he  knew 
that  it  was  verv  g«)od.  After  I  harl  con(|urif(l  sai«l  ritv,  I  had  them  baptiz- 
ed and  named  ;  the  oldest,  who  is  his  legitimate  heir,  1)oPia  Isabel,  and  the 
other  two,  DoRa  Maria  and  I)ona  Marina.  In  his  last  moments,  for  he  died 
of  the  wound,  he  called  n>c  again,  and  earnestiv  praved  mc  that  I  would  carr 
for  these  daughters,  saving  that  thev  were  the  b«st  jewels  he  had  given  me, 
that  I  ihoiild  divide  among  thrm  what  he  left,  remembering  esi>eci»llv  th« 
oldest,  whom  he  loved  very  tenderly,  and  that  if  God  should  spare  hit  Ufa  and 
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give  him  the  victory  over  his  enemies,  he  would  show  me  more  fully  his  de. 
sire  of  serving  His  Majesty  and  give  me  stronger  proofs  of  his  love  for  me. 
He  also  wished  me  to  give  an  account  to  his  Majesty  of  his  having  left  his 
daughters  to  my  care,  and  to  entreat  him  in  his  name,  to  be  pleased  to  com- 
mand me  to  look  after  them,  and  to  keep  them  under  my  protection  and  ad- 
ministration, for  he  was  a  servant  and  subject  of  His  Majesty,  and  had  al- 
ways been  kindly  disposed  toward  the  Spaniards,  as  I  had  seen,  and  for  this 
love  which  he  bore  them,  he  had  been  so  badly  treated.  Wherefore,  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  great  services  rendered  His  Majesty  by  the  said  Mon- 
tezuma, his  good  offices  in  my  behalf  during  his  life,  his  kind  treatment  of 
the  Spaniards,  whom  I,  in  his  royal  nam*"  had  in  my  company,  the  zeal  which 
he  showed  in  his  royal  service,  for,  without  doubt,  he  had  no  part  in  the  re- 
bellion of  this  city,  said  brother  being  the  sole  instigator  thereof,  his  hope 
that  he  would  be  a  great  help  in  keeping  the  land  always  very  peaceful  and 
that  the  natives  would  l^irn  to  understand  us  and  would  voluntarily  contribute 
to  His  Majesty  large  sums  of  money,  gold  and  jewels,  and  other  things,  which, 
on  account  of  the  coming  of  said  Narvaez  and  the  war  which  said  brother 
Auit  Lavaci  commenced,  is  all  lost,  and  considering  also  that  it  would  be  for 
the  service  of  God  our  Lord  and  His  Majesty  that  I  plant  in  this  land  our 
holy  religion,  and  also  that  the  said  daughter  of  Montezuma  and  the  lords 
and  principal  persons  among  the  natives  of  this  New  Spain  be  taught  the 
Christian  doctrine,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  give  up  their  idols,  and  bring 
them  into  the  true  knowledge  of  our  holy  Catholic  faith,  especially  the 
children  of  the  chief  men,  as  was  Montezuma,  and  that  in  this  I  discharge 
the  duty  of  His  Majesty,  as  well  as  my  own,  I  thought  best  to  accept,  in  his 
royal  name,  the  trust,  and  to  take  into  my  house  said  three  daughters,  where 
they  are  to  be  treated  in  the  best  manner  possible  and  to  be  taught  the  com- 
mandments of  our  holy  Catholic  faith  and  other  good  Christian  customs,  in 
order  that  they  may  love  and  serve  God  our  Lord,  and  be  an  example  to  the 
rest  of  the  natives  of  this  land.  It  seemed  best  to  me,  considering  the  rank 
of  said  Dofia  Isabel,  who  is  the  oldest  and  legitimate  heir  of  said  Montezuma, 
and  the  one  particularly  recommended  to  my  charge,  and  who  on  account  of  her 
age  requires  a  companion,  to  give  her  for  a  husband,  a  person  of  reputation, 
a  nobleman,  who  has  served  His  Majesty  in  my  company  since  he  came  to 
this  land,  filling,  under  me,  in  His  Majesty's  name,  very  honorable  ofiices, 
such  as  Royal  Treasurer,  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  many  others,  all  of 
which  he  has  well  filled.  His  name  is  Alonso  Grado,  he  is  a  native  of  Al- 
cantara, and  is  at  present  filling  the  office  of  Visitor-General  of  all  the  Indians 
of  this  New  Spain.  With  the  said  Dofia  Isabel  I  promise  and  give  as  dowry 
to  said  Dona  Isabel  and  her  descendants,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty,  as 
Governor  and  Captain-General  of  this  land  and  because  it  rightfully  belongs 
to  her  as  her  inheritance,  the  dominion  and  natives  of  the  town  of  Tacuba 
containing  120  houses,  and  Yeteve,  a  property  halving  40  houses,  and  Izqui 
Luca,  another  property  having  120  houses,  and  Chimalpan,  another  landed 
property  having  40  houses,  and  Chapulma  Loyan,  which  has  40  houses,  and 
Escapucaltango,  having  20  houses,  and  Xiloango  which  has  40  houses,  and 
another  property  called  Ocoiacaque  and  Castepeque  and  Talanco  and  Goat- 
rizco,  and  Duotepeque  and  Tacala,  which  may  contain  in  all  1240  houses, 
said  property  and  towns  are  subject  to  the  town  of  Tacuba  and  its  Governor. 
Said  property  I  give  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty,  as  a  dowry,  that  she  may 
have,  hold  and  enjoy  it,  by  right  of  inheritance,  now  and  forevermore,  with 
the  title  of  Lady  of  said  town  and  of  the  rest  herein  contained,  which  I  give 
in  the  name  of  his  Majesty  to  fulfil  his  royal  duty,  and  mine  in  his  name,  I 
hereby  declare  that  it  shall  not  be  taken  away  from  her,  at  any  time  nor  by 
any  means,  and  as  a  farther  guarantee,  I  promise  and  certify  to  it  in  the  name 
•f  .His  Majesty,  and   beg  that  His   Majesty  may  be  pleased  to   confirm  the 
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grant  to  the  said  Dofia  Isabel  and  her  heirs  and  successors,  of  the  said  town 
of  'lacuba  and  the  rest  herein  contained,  as  well  as  other  properties  subject 
to  it,  which  are  in  the  possession  of  some  Spaniards  ;  said  lands  I  did  not 
give  until  I  knew  that  it  would  be  pleasing  to  His  Majesty. 

I  hereby  declare  to  be  null  and  void  whatever  writing  I  may  have  given  to 
any  person  granting  privileges  in  the  said  town  of  Tacuba  and  other  proper- 
tics  herein  mentioned,  and  I  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty  revoke  them,  and  re- 
stcve  it  and  give  it  to  the  said  Dofia  Isabel,  in  order  tnat  she  may  have  it  as 
her  own,  and  as  what  rightfully  belongs  to  her,  I  further  command  all  per- 
sons, neighbors  and  dwellers  in  this  New  Spain,  inhabitants  of  it,  that  they 
have  and  hold  the  said  Dona  Isabel  as  the  ruler  of  said  town  of  Tacuba  with- 
the  said  properties,  that  they  do  not  interfere  with  her  nor  disturb  anything 
of  hers  under  penalty  of  500  dollars  *  in  gold  for  the  exchequer  of  His 
Majesty.  Dated  June  26th,  1526. — Don  Hernando  Cortes. — By  command  of 
my  Lord,  the  Governor — Alonso  Baliente 


No.  XIII.— See  Vol.  II.,  p  146. 

MILITARY    CODE;    DATED    AT    TLASCALA,    DEC.    22,     I52O. 

[These  Regulations,  proclaimed  by  Corl^s  at  TIascala  on  tlie 
eve  of  the  final  march  against  Mexico,  show  the  careful  dis- 
cipline established  in  his  camp,  and,  to  some  extent,  the  nature 
of  his  military  policy.  The  Code  forms  part  of  the  collection 
of  Munoz.] 

To-day,  by  the  voice  of  a  town-crier,  were  proclaimed  his  military  regula- 
tions, to  which,  this  is  the  preface. 

For  the  rca.son,  that  in  many  writings  and  authentic  chronicles,  it  is  notorious 
and  obvious  to  us,  how  much  the  ancients  who  followed  the  profession  of 
arms  tried  and  labored  to  introduce  such  and  so  good  customs  and  ordinances 
with  which  and  their  f»wn  virtue  and  courage,  they  would  be  able  to  try  for  and 
to  obtain  victory  and  successful  termination  to  the  conquests  and  wars  which 
they  would  have  to  make  and  to  follow  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  sec  that  great 
misfortunes,  disasters  and  manv  deaths  have  happened  when  the  people  did 
not  follow  the  pood  customs  and  order  which  they  ought  in  war,  atid  such 
disasters  have  happened  when  the  enemy  had  but  little  strength,  as  is  evident 
from  many  examples  lx)th  ancient  and  modern,  which  here  might  be  cited, 
and  also  because  order  is  so  laudable,  that  not  only  in  human  affairs  but  in 
divine  it  is  loved  and  followed,  and  without  it,  nothing  can  l>e  entirely  suc- 
cessful, as  it  is  the  beginning,  middle  and  end  of  the  good  administration  of 
all  things  :  Therefore  I,  Hernando  Cortes,  Captain-iicncral  and  Chief 
Justice  in  this  New  Spain  of  the  Ocean,  by  the  very  high,  vciy  powerful,  and 
vcrv  (Catholic  Don  Carlos  our  Lord,  King  elect  of  the  Romans,  future  and 
always  magnifircnt  Kmpcror,  K.ing  of  Spain  and  of  manv  other  great 
kingdoms  and  dominions,  consid^ng  all  the  aforesaid,  and  also  that 
if  our  ancestors  foimd  it  necessary  to  make  regulations  by  wkich  those 
who  would    have    to    follow    and   exercise    the    ]>rofession  of  arms    should 
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be  governed  and  ruled,  it  is  much  more  necessary  and  convenient  for 
the  Spaniards  who  at  present  are,  and  who  may  be  in  my  company 
and  for  me,  to  follow  and  observe  all  the  best  customs  and  methods  which 
may  be  possible,  not  only  because  it  will  better  fit  us  for  the  service  of  God 
our  Lord,  and  the  sacred  Catholic  Majesty,  but  because  we  have  as  enemies 
and  antagonists  a  most  warlike  and  crafty  people,  and  those  who  have  a 
greater  variety  of  weapons  than  any  others  of  this  generation,  and  especially 
because  they  are  so  many  that  they  cannot  be  numbered,  and  we  so  few,  so 
far  separated,  and  destitute  of  all  human  aid.  Seeing  it  to  be  very  necessary 
for  and  beneficial  to,  the  service  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  I  commanded  to 
•make  and  made  the  regulations  that  are  herein  contained  and  signed  by  me 
and  the  undersigned,  in  the  following  manner. 

Firstly. — Whereas  by  experience  we  have  seen  and  every  day  see  with 
what  solicitude  and  vigilance  the  natives  of  this  land  worship  and  venerate 
their  idols,  in  doing  which  they  greatly  dishonor  God  our  Lord,  and  that  the 
devil,  having  blinded  and  deceived  them,  is  greatly  revered  by  them,  and  that 
in  dissuading  them  from  so  much  error  and  idolatry,  and  instructing  them 
in  the  knowledge  of  our  Holy  Catholic  faith  God  will  be  served,  and  besides 
acquiring  future  glory  for  our  souls  by  preventing  the  loss  of  so  many,  here 
in  this  world  God  would  always  help  and  succor  us  ;  therefore,  with  all  my 
soul  I  ej:hort  and  beseech  all  Spaniards  who  may  go  to  the  present  war  with 
me,  and  to  any  wars  and  conquests  which  they  might  go  under  my  command 
in  the  name  of  His  Majesty,  that  their  principal  motive  and  intention  be  to 
dissuade  from  and  eradicate  the  said  idolatries  in  all  the  natives  of  these  parts 
and  reclaim  them,  or  at  least  desire  their  salvation,  and  that  they  may  be 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  God  and  our  Holy  Catholic  faith,  because,  if  the 
war  should  be  carried  on  with  other  intentions,  it  would  be  unjust  and  His 
Majesty  would  have  no  reason  to  reward  those  who  had  engaged  in  it.  I 
charge  this  upon  the  consciences  of  said  Spaniards,  and  solemnly  declare  in 
the  name  of  His  Majesty  that  my  principal  intention  and  motive  in  making 
this  war  and  the  others  which  I  have  made,  is  to  bring  and  reclaim  the  said 
natives  to  said  knowledge  of  our  hol^  faith  and  its  beliefs,  and  afterwards  to 
subdue  them  and  bring  them  under  the  royal  and  imperial  government  of  his 
Sacred  Majesty,  to  whom  lawfully  belongs  the  dominion  of  all  these  lands. 

Item. — God  our  Lord  is  greatly  dishonored  by  swearing  and  blasphemy, 
which  is  the  greatest  offence  we  can  offer  his  very  holy  name,  and  for  which  he 
visits  severe  and  hard  punishments  upon  his  people;  but  we  are  so  evil,  that  for 
the  wonderful  blessings  we  daily  receive  of  him  we  not  only  fail  to  return 
thanks,  but  more  than  this,  we  say  wicked  things  and  blaspheme  his  holy 
name.  To  prevent  such  a  detestable  custom  and  sin,  I  command ,  that  no 
person  of  whatever  rank  or  condition  be  so  daring  as  to  say,  I  do  not  believe 
in  God,  nor  swear,  nor  deny  the  existence  of  heaven  or  power  of  God,  and 
that  this  command  hold  good  with  respect  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  all  the 
saints,  the  penalty  for  which,  in  addition  to  that  established  by  the  laws  of 
the  kingdom  against  blasphemy,  shall  be,  that  the  person  guilty  of  the  above 
shall  pay  fifteen  castellanos  in  gold — [a  castellano  is  equal  to  $11.67] — o^*® 
third  of  which  shall  go  to  the  first  society  or  brotherhood  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
that  shall  be  founded  in  this  land,  one  third  to  the  exchequer  of  His  Majesty 
and  the  other  third  to  the  judge  who  shall  pass  the  sentence. 

Item. — Because  hard  words,  cursing,  blasphemy  and  other  irregularities, 
many  and  the  greater  number  of  times  have  their  origin  in  gambling,  it  is 
just  that  I  prohibit  all  this  ;  therefore  I  command  that  in  the  future  no  person 
dare  to  play  at  cards  or  other  games,  betting  money,  jewels  or  any  other  thing, 
under  penalty  of  losing  all  that  he  bets  and  twenty  dollars  in  gold  beside,— 
[a  castellano  and  one  dollar  in  gold  are  of  equal  value], — one  half  of  it  for  the 
treasury,  and  the  other    half   for   the  judge  who  shall    sentence  him.     How 
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sver,  as  io  war,  it  is  well  Aat  the  people  have  some  exercise,  and  is  the  cus- 
tom and  is  permitted  to  play  some  games,  in  order  to  prevent  worse  irregulari- 
ties, therefore  I  permit  games  of  cards  and  others,  excepting  dice,  in  moder- 
ation, in  the  apartment  where  I  might  be,  for  here  bad  language  will  not  b% 
used,  or  if  used,  it  will  be  punished. 

Item.  — Let  no  one  dare  to  use  a  sword,  dagger  or  other  weapon,  to  offend  any 
Spaniard,  under  penalty,  if  he  be  a  nobleman,  of  paying  one  hundred 
dollars  in  gold,  one  half  for  His  Majesty's  exchequer  and  the  other  half 
for  the  expenses  of  the  sentence;  but  if  the  offender  be  not  a  nobleman,  he 
shall  receive  one  hundred  lashes  publicly  administered. 

Item.  — Whereas  it  happens  that  some  Spaniards  neglect  to  enroll  their  names 
in  the  lists  the  captains  have  of  the  people,  therefore  I  command  that  all 
enroll  themselves  in  the  companies  that  I  have  formed  and  may  form,  except 
those  persons  I  shall  indicate  and  for  whom  I  will  make  other  arrangements, 
and  those  who  do  not  so  enlist,  will  have  no  part  or  pans  of  the  booty.  More- 
over, inasmuch  as  it  sometimes  happens  that  in  jest  and  to  pass  the  time, 
some  persons  who  are  in  one  company  ridicule  and  dispute  with  those  of  an- 
other company,  and  these  speak  evil  of  the  others  and  the  others  of  thera, 
from  which  may  arise  questions  and  scandals  ;  therefore  I  command  that 
from  this  time  onward  no  one  dare  to  ridicule  or  speak  evil  of  any  company 
nor  malign  them,  under  penalty  of  twenty  dollars  in  gold,  the  half  for  the 
treasury  and  the  other  half  for  the  expense  of  the  sentence. 

Moreover,  that  none  of  said  Spaniards  neither  lodge  nor  board  in  any  place 
except  the  place  where  his  captain  lodges,  under  penalty  of  twelve  dollars  in 
gold,  applied  in  the  same  form  as  the  preceding. 

Item. — That  no  captain  lodge  in  any  town,  village  or  city  except  in  the  town 
which  may  be  assigned  him  by  his  commanding  officer,  under  penalty  of  ten 
dollars  in  gold,  applied  in  the  manner  above  stated. 

Item. — In  order  that  each  captain  may  have  his  company  better  organired,  I 
command  that  each  one  of  said  captains  divide  his  troops  into  companies  o£ 
twenty,  each  company  to  be  under  a  corporal,  who  must  be  a  capable  person 
and  one  worthy  of  confidence,  under  penalty  above  mentioned. 

Moreover,  that  each  one  of  said  corporals  go  over  his  beat  every  quarter 
of  an  hour  while  on  duty,  under  penalty  above  stated,  and  that  the  guanl  he 
may  find  sleeping  or  absent  from  his  post,  pay  four  castellanos,  applied  i» 
the  form  above  mentioned,  and  in  adilition  be  chained  half  a  dav. 

Moreover,  that  said  corporal  must  be  careful  to  notify,  and  must  notify^ 
the  guards  who  go  on  duty,  that,  j)laced  on  duty  in  the  camp,  they  may  nof 
abandon  nor  leave  the  streets,  doors  or  passages  which  they  were  commanilo<! 
to  guard,  and  go  from  them  to  any  other  i)lacc,  on  any  account  whats(>c\cr, 
until  thcv  be  commanded,  under  pcnaltv  of  fifty  castellanos,  if  the  offender 
1^  a  nobleman,  the  money  to  be  applied  in  the  way  above  stated  ;  but  if  the 
offender  be  not  a  nobleman,  let  him  be  given  one  hundred  hishcs  publicly. 

Moreover,  that  each  cajitain  who  was  by  n»c  appointed,  have  and  bring  with 
h  m  his  drum  and  banner  in  order  that  he  may  the  better  conunand  at^l  It. id 
the  people  under  his  charge,  under  penalty  of  ten  dollars  in  gi>ld,  to  be  ap- 
plird  in  the  way  above  stated. 

Moreover,  that  every  .Spaniard  who  mav  hear  the  beat  of  his  company'r 
drum,  be  obliged  to  come  out  and  foll(»w  his  flag  fully  equipped  for  war 
under  penalty  of  twenty  castellanos,  to  be  applied  m  the  wav  above  itattd. 

Moreover,  that  each  time  I  mav  command  the  camp  to  remove  to  iome 
other  place,  each  captain  be  obliged  to  lead  on  the  r<»ad  all  his  troops,  to- 
gether and  separated  from  the  other  companies,  without  allowing  ant  Span, 
lard  of  any  other  mmpanv  to  intermingle  with  them,  and  to  accomplish  thio 
thev  may  c«mpel  and  oblige  those  under  their  Hag,  so  to  conduct  themselves, 
according  to  the  customs  of  war,  under  f)cnalty  of  ten  dollars  in  gold,  to  \m 
applied  in  the  way  above  stated. 
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Item. — Whereas  it  sometimes  happens  that  before  or  at  the  time  of  commenc- 
ing hostilities,  some  Spaniards  conceal  themselves  in  the  equipage,  which,  be- 
side being  cowardly,  is  a  very  bad  example  for  the  Indians,  our  friends  who 
go  with  us  to  war;  therefore  I  command  that  no  Spaniard  may  meddle  or 
go  with  the  equipage,  except  those  who  may  be  appointed  to  do  it,  under  pen- 
alty of  twenty  dollars  in  gold,  to  be  applied  as  above  stated. 

Moreover,  inasmuch  as  it  sometimes  happens  that  some  Spaniards,  out  of 
order,  and  without  being  commanded,  attack  or  break  in  upon  a  squadron  of 
the  enemy,  and  so  disobeying,  break  the  ranks,  are  out  of  order,  and  by  so 
doing  increase  our  danger;  therefore  I  command  that  no  captain  order  an 
attack  upon  the  enemy  without  first  being  commanded  by  me,  under  penalty 
of  death.  Should  a  nobleman  transgress  this  order  he  shall  pay  a  penalty  of 
one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  applied  as  above  stated,  but  if  the  one  who  dis- 
obeys be  not  a  nobleman,  let  him  receive  publicly  one  hundred  lashes 

Item. — Whereas  it  might  happen  that  at  the  time  of  entering  to  take  by  force 
any  town,  village  or  city  from  the  enemy,  before  all  of  them  are  put  out,  some 
Spaniard,  desiring  to  plunder,  might  enter  a  house  of  the  enemy,  where  he 
might  receive  an  injury;  therefore  I  command  that  no  Spaniard  nor  Spaniards 
enter  to  rob  or  to  do  any  other  thing  in  the  enemies'  houses,  until  all  persons 
in  them  are  put  out,  and  the  victory  is  complete,  UHder  penalty  of  twenty 
dollars  in  gold,  to  be  applied  as  above  stated. 

Item. — To  prevent  and  avoid  frauds  and  concealed  thefts,  which  are  commit- 
ted in  war  and  out  of  it,  and  to  secure  the  fifth  part  of  everything,  which  be- 
longs to  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  because  the  booty  must  be  divided  accord- 
ing to  the  services  and  merits  of  each  one ;  therefore  I  command,  that  all  the 
gold,  silver,  pearls,  stones,  plumage,  clothes,  slaves  and  whatever  else  may 
be  acquired,  had  or  taken,  in  whatever  manner,  in  said  towns,  villages  or 
cities,  as  well  as  in  the  country,  by  any  person  or  persons,  that  the  said  per- 
son or  persons  into  whose  power  it  might  come,  or  they  should  find  it  or  take 
it,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be,  they  immediately  bring  it  and  exhibit  before 
me,  or  before  some  other  person,  without  carrying  it  to  their  lodging  or  any 
other  place,  under  penalty  of  death  and  loss  of  all  his  goods  to  the  exchequer 
of  His  Majesty. 

In  order  that  the  aforesaid,  and  each  and  every  part  of  it,  be  kept  and 
complied  with  according  to  and  in  the  manner  above  stated,  and  that  no  one 
pretend  ignorance  of  anything  contained  in  the  above,  I  command  that  it  be 
publicly  proclaimed  in  order  that  it  come  to  the  knowledge  of  everybody. 

Said  ordinances  were  made  in  the  city  and  province  of  Taxclateque,  sealed 
the  22nd  day  of  the  month  of  December,  year  of  the  birth  of  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  1520. 

Said  regulations,  above  contained  were  publicly  proclaimed,  in  the  city 
and  province  of  Taxclatecle,  St.  Stephen's  day,  Wednesday,  the  26th  day  of 
December,  year  of  the  birth  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  1520,  being  present 
the  Magnificent  Sefior  Fernando  Cortes,  Captain-General  and  Chief  Justice  of 
this  New  Spain  of  the  Ocean,  by  authority  of  our  Lord  the  Emperor,  before 
me,  Juan  de  Rivera,  Clerk  and  Notary  Public,  in  all  the  kingdoms  and  do- 
minions of  Spain  for  the  Royal  and  Apostolic  authority.  The  which  was 
publicly  proclaimed,  in  a  loud  voice,  by  Antonio  Garcia,  town-crier,  before 
a  review  of  the  people  on  foot  and  on  horseback,  that  his  grace  commanded 
to  make  and  which  was  made  said  day,  to  which  the  following  named  per- 
sons being  present,  were  witnesses,  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  High  Constable, 
Alonso  de  Prado,  Royal  Treasurer,  Rodrigo  Alvarez  Chico,  Inspector  for 
His  Majesty,  and  many  other  persons.     Dated  as  above. 

Juan  de  Rivera. 
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No.  XIV.— See  Vol.  II.,  p.  340. 

fRANSLATION  OF  PASSAGES    IN  THE  HONDURAS   LETTER  OF   CORTES. 

[I  have  noticed  this  celebrated  Letter,  the  Carta  Quinta  of 
Cortes,  so  particularly  in  the  body  of  the  work,  that  little  re- 
mains to  be  said  about  it  here.  I  have  had  these  passages  trans- 
lated to  show  the  reader  the  circumstantial  and  highly  graphic 
manner  of  the  general's  narrative,  The  latter  half  of  the  Letter 
is  occupied  with  the  events  which  occurred  in  Mexico,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Cortes,  and  after  his  return.  It  may  be  considered, 
therefore,  as  part  of  the  regular  series  of  his  historical  correspon- 
dence, the  publication  of  which  was  begun  by  archbishop  Loren- 
zana.  Should  another  edition  of  the  Letters  of  Cortds  be  given 
to  the  world,  thi?,  one  ought,  undoubtedly,  to  find  a  place  in  it.] 

A  lake  of  great  width  and  proportionate  depth  was  the  difficulty  which  we 
had  to  encounter.  In  vain  did  wc  turn  to  the  right  and  to  tlie  left  ;  the  lake 
was  equally  wide  in  every  direction.  My  guides  told  me  that  it  was  useless 
to  look  for  a  f(jrd  in  the  vicinity,  as  they  were  certain  the  nearest  one  was  to- 
wards the  mountains,  to  reach  which  would  necessarily  be  a  journey  of  five  or 
six  days.  I  was  extremely  puzzled  what  measure  to  adopt.  To  return  was 
certain  death  ;  as,  besides  being  at  a  loss  for  provisions,  the  roads,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rains  which  hud  prevailed,  were  absolutely  impassable.  C^ur 
situation  was  now  perilous  in  the  extreme  ;  on  every  side  was  room  for  de- 
spair, and  not  a  single  ray  of  hope  illumined  our  path.  My  followers  had  be- 
come sick  of  their  continual  labor,  and  had  as  yet  reaped  no  benefit  from  their 
toils.  It  was  therefore  useless  for  me  to  look  to  them  for  advice  in  our  pres- 
ent truly  critic  al  [xisition.  liesides  the  primitive  band  and  the  horses,  there 
were  upwards  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  Indians  who  followed  in  our 
train.  There  was  one  solitary  canoe  Iving  on  the  beach,  in  which,  doubtlcsji, 
those  whom  I  had  sent  in  advance  had  crossed.  At  the  entrance  of  the  lake, 
and  on  the  other  side,  were  deep  marshes,  which  rendered  our  pass.ji^e  of  the 
lake  considerably  more  doubtful.  One  of  my  ron>|)anions  entered  into  the 
canoe,  and  found  the  de|)th  of  the  lake  to  be  five  and  twentv  feet,  and,  with 
some  dances  tied  together,  I  asccrtainrrl  that  the  niud  and  »lime  were  twelve 
feet  \nore,  making  in  all  a  depth  of  nearly  forty  feet.  In  this  juncture,  I  re- 
solved that  a  floating  bridge  should  be  made,  and  for  this  purpose  recjucsted 
that  the  Indians  would  lend  their  assistance  in  felling  the  wood,  whilst  I  and 
my  followers  woidd  employ  ourselves  in  preparing  the  bridge.  The  under- 
taking seemed  to  be  of  stich  magninidc,  that  scircclv  any  one  cntcrt.iined  an 
idea  of  its  being  completed  l>rf(>rc  our  provisioim  were  all  exhaiuted.  The 
Indiana,  however,  set  to  work  with  the  most  coiuuicndable  zeal.     Not  bo  wiib 
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the  Spaniards,  who  already  began  to  comment  upon  the  labors  they  had  un. 
dergone,  and  the  little  prospect  which  appeared  of  their  termination.  They 
proceeded  to  communicate  their  thoughts  one  to  another,  and  the  spirit  of  dis- 
affection had  now  attained  such  a  height,  that  some  had  the  hardihood  to  ex- 
press their  disapprobation  of  my  proceedings  to  my  very  face.  Touched  to 
the  quick  with  this  show  of  desertion  when  I  had  least  expected  it,  I  said  to 
them,  that  I  needed  not  their  assistance  ;  and,  turning  toward  the  Indians  who 
accompanied  me,  exposed  to  them  the  necessity  we  lay  under  of  using  the  most 
strenuous  exertions  to  reach  the  other  side,  for,  if  this  point  were  not  effected, 
we  should  all  perish  from  hunger.  I  then  pointed  in  the  opposite  direction, 
in  which  the  province  of  Acalan  lay,  and  cheered  their  spirits  with  the  pros- 
pect of  there  chaining  provisions  in  abundance,  without  taking  into  considerar 
tion  the  ample  supply  which  would  be  afforded  us  by  the  caravels.  I  also 
promised  them,  in  the  name  of  your  Majesty,  that  they  should  be  recompensed 
to  the  fullest  extent  of  their  wishes,  and  that  not  a  person  who  contributed 
his  assistance  should  go  unrewarded.  My  little  oration  had  the  best  possible 
effect  with  the  Indians,  who  promised,  to  a  man,  that  their  exertions  should 
only  terminate  with  their  lives.  The  Spaniards,  ashamed  of  their  previous 
conduct,  surrounded  me  and  requested  that  I  would  pardon  their  late  act ; 
alleging,  in  extenuation  of  their  offence,  the  miserable  position  in  which  they 
were  placed,  obliged  to  support  themselves  with  the  unsavory  roots  which  the 
earth  supplied,  and  which  were  scarcely  sufficient  to  keep  them  alive.  They 
immediately  proceeded  to  work,  and,  though  frequently  ready  to  fall  from 
fatigue,  never  made  another  complaint.  After  four  days'  incessant  labor  the 
bridge  was  completed,  and  both  horse  and  man  passed  without  the  slightest 
accident.  The  bridge  was  constructed  in  so  solid  a  manner,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  destroy  it  otherwise  than  by  fire.  More  than  one  thousand 
beams  were  united  for  its  completion,  and  every  one  of  them  was  thicker  than 
a  man's  body,  and  sixty  feet  long. 


At  two  leagues'  distance  from  this  place,  the  mountains  commenced.  From 
no  words  of  mine,  nor  of  a  more  gifted  man,  can  your  Majesty  form  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  asperity  and  unevenness  of  the  place  which  we  were  now  as- 
cending. He,  alone,  who  has  experienced  the  hardships  of  the  route,  and 
who  himself  has  been  an  eyewitness,  can  be  fully  sensible  of  its  difficulty.  It 
will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  say,  in  order  that  your  Majesty  may  have  some 
notion  of  the  labor  which  we  had  to  undergo,  that  we  were  twelve  days  before 
we  got  entirely  free  of  it,  —  a  distance  altogether  of  eight  leagues  !  Sixty- 
eight  horses  died  on  the  passage,  the  greater  ])art  having  fallen  down  the  prec- 
ipices which  abounded  on  every  side  ;  and  the  few  that  escaped  seemed  so 
overcome,  that  we  thought  not  a  single  one  would  ever  afterwards  prove  ser- 
viceable. More  than  three  months  elapsed  before  they  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  the  journey.  It  never  ceased  to  rain  day  or  night,  from  the  time  we 
entered  the  mountain  until  we  left  it ;  and  tlie  rock  was  of  such  a  nature,  that 
the  water  passed  away  without  collecting  in  any  place  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
allow  us  to  drink.  Thus,  in  addition  to  the  other  hardships  which  we  had  to 
encounter,  was  that  most  pressing  of  all,  thirst.  Some  of  the  horses  suffered 
considerably  from  the  want  of  this  truly  necessary  article,  and,  but  for  the 
culinary  and  other  vessels  which  we  had  with  us,  and  which  served  to  receive 
some  of  the  rain,  neither  man  nor  horse  could  possibly  have  escaped.  A 
nephew  of  mine  had  a  fall  upon  a  piece  of  sharp  rock,  and  fractured  his  leg 
in  three  or  four  places  ;  thus  was  our  labor  increased,  as  the  men  had  to  carry 
him  by  turns.  We  had  now  but  a  league  to  journey  before  we  could  arrive  at 
Tenas,  the  place  which  I  mentioned  as  belonging  to  the  chief  of  Tayco  ;  but 
here  a  formidable  obstacle  presented  itself,  in  a  very  wide  and  very  larg« 
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rirer,  which  was  swollen  by  the  continued  rains.  After  searching  for  some 
time,  one  of  the  most  surprising  fords  ever  heard  of  was  discovered.  Some 
huge  jutting  cliffs  arrest  the  progress  of  the  river,  in  consequence  of  which  it 
extends  for  a  considerable  space  around.  Between  these  cliffs  are  narrow 
channels,  through  which  the  water  rushes  with  an  impetuosity  which  baftlea 
description.  From  one  of  these  roctcs  to  another  we  threw  large  trunks  of 
trees,  which  had  been  felled  with  much  labor.  Ropes  of  bass-weed  were  af- 
fixed to  these  trunks  ;  and  thus,  though  at  imminent  risk  of  our  lives,  we 
crossed  the  river.  If  any  body  had  become  giddy  in  the  transit,  he  must 
unavoidably  have  perishea.  Of  these  passes  there  were  upwards  of  twenty, 
and  we  took  two  whole  days  to  get  clear,  by  this  extraordinary  way. 


It  were,  indeed,  an  arduous  task  for  me  to  describe  to  your  Majesty  the  joy 
which  pervaded  every  countenence,  when  this  truly  inspiring  account  was  re- 
ceived. To  be  near  the  termination  of  a  journey  so  beset  with  hardships  and 
labor,  as  ours  had  been,  was  an  event  that  could  not  but  be  hailed  with  rapt- 
ure. Our  last  four  days'  march  subjected  us  to  innumerable  trials  ;  as,  be- 
sides being  without  any  certainty  of  our  proceeding  in  the  right  direction,  we 
were  ever  in  the  heart  of  mountains  abounding  with  precipices  on  cvervside. 
Many  horses  dropped  on  the  way  ;  and  a  cousin  of  mine,  Juan  Davilos  bv 
name,  fell  down  a  precipice  and  broke  an  arm.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  suit 
of  armor  which  he  wore,  he  would  have  been  infallibly  dashed  to  pieces.  As 
it  was,  besides  having  his  arm  broken,  he  was  dreadfully  lacerated.  His  horse, 
upon  which  he  was  mounted,  having  no  protection,  was  so  wounded  by  the 
fall,  that  we  were  obliged  to  leave  him  behind.  With  much  difficulty  we  suc- 
ceeded in  extricating  my  cousin  from  his  perilous  situation.  It  would  be  an 
endless  task  to  relate  to  your  Majesty  the  many  sufferings  which  we  endured; 
amongst  which  the  chief  was  from  hunger  ;  for,  although  we  had  some  swine 
which  we  had  brought  from  Mexico,  upwards  of  eight  davs  had  elapsed 
without  our  having  tasted  bread.  The  fruit  of  the  palm-tree  boiled  with 
hogs'  flesh,  and  without  any  salt,  which  we  had  exhausted  some  time  previous, 
formed  our  only  sustenance.  They  were  alike  destitute  of  provisions  at  the 
place  at  which  v.e  had  now  arrivccl,  where  they  lived  in  constant  dread  of  an 
attack  from  the  adjoining  Spanish  settlement.  They  needed  not  to  fear  such 
an  event  ;  as,  from  the  situation  in  which  I  found  the  Spaniards,  they  were 
incapable  of  doing  the  slightest  mischief.  So  elated  were  we  all  with  our 
neighborhood  to  Nico,  that  all  our  past  troubles  were  s«)on  forgotten,  as  are 
the  dangers  of  the  sea  by  the  weather-beaten  sailor,  who,  on  his  arrival  in 
pf)rt,  thinks  no  more  of  the  perils  he  has  encountered.  We  still  suffered 
greatly  from  hunger  ;  for  even  the  unsavory  roots  were  procured  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  ;  and,  after  we  had  been  occupied  many  hours  in  collecting 
thcrn,  thev  were  devoured  with  the  greatest  eagerness,  in  the  shortest  space 
of  time  imaginable. 
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No  XV.— See  Vol.  II.,  p.  343. 

LAST  LETTER  OF  CORTES  TO  THE  EMPEROR. 

[I  give  this  letter  of  Cortes  entire,  Ultima  y  Sentidisima  Caria^ 
his  "  Last  and  most  touching  Letter,"  as  it  is  styled  by  Vargas 
Pon9e,  who  has  embraced  it  in  his  important  collection  from  the 
archives  of  Seville.  It  may  be  called  touching,  when  we  consider 
the  tone  of  it,  as  compared  with  the  former  correspondence  of 
its  author,  and  the  gloomy  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
written.  Yet,  we  are  not  to  take  the  complaints  contained  in  it 
of  his  poverty  too  literally ;  since,  at  his  death,  but  three  years 
after,  he  left  immense  estates.  But  these  estates  were  so  much 
embarrassed  by  his  expensive  and  disastrous  expeditions  in  the 
South  Sea,  that  his  income  during  the  rest  of  his  life  seems  W 
have  been  scarcely  sufficient  to  meet  his  ordinary  expenditure. 
The  last  days  of  Cortes,  wasted  in  ineffectual  attempts  to  obtain 
redress  from  the  Court  whom  he  had  so  signally  served,  remind 
us  of  the  similar  fate  of  Columbus.  The  history  of  both  may 
teach  us,  that  the  most  brilliant  career  too  often  leads  only  to 
sorrow  and  disappointment,  as  the  clouds  gather  round  the  sun 
at  his  setting.] 

I  thought,  that  having  labored  in  my  youth,  I  might  have  reaped  the  benefit 
of  it,  and  in  my  old  age,  I  might  have  rest.  For  forty  years  I  have  spent 
sleepless  nights,  have  eaten  bad  food,  and  sometimes  neither  good  nor  bad, 
carried  my  weapons  by  my  side,  exposed  my  person  to  danger,  spent  my  prop- 
erty and  life,  all  in  the  service  of  God,  bringing  sheep  to  his  fold,  which 
sheep  are  very  far  from  our  empire,  unknown,  not  even  spoken  of  in  out 
books,  and  increasing  and  spreading  the  name  anr*  patrimony  of  my  King, 
gaining  for  him  and  bringing  under  his  yoke  an«t<  royal  sceptre,  many  and 
very  large  kingdoms,  and  possessions  of  many  barbarous  nations  and  people, 
gained  by  me  at  my  own  expense,  without  being  helped  by  anyone,  rather, 
have  been  very  much  hindered  by  our  many  rivals,  and  jealous  persons,  who, 
like  leeches,  have  bursted,  satiated  with  my  blood.  For  my  labors  and  vigils 
in  the  service  of  God,  I  am  sufficiently  rewarded  because.  .  .  I  was  used  as 
the  instrument  in  his  service,  and  the  people  would  attribute  some  part  to 
me,  though  one  who  shall  be  acquainted  with  me,  will  perceive  what  I 
plainly  see,  that  the  Divine  Providence  wished  to  accomplish  this  great  work 
by  the  weakest  and  most  useless  medium  that  could  be  found,  in  order  that 
ail  the  glory  be  attributed  to  God,  As  regards  what  was  left  for  my  King  to 
do,  the  remuneration  was  always  satisfactory,  for,  other  things  bein^  equal,  it 
could  not  be  less,  being  in  Your  Majesty's  time,  for  the  kingdom  of  which  I 
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am  a  native,  and  which  was  benefited  by  these  services,  never  had  such  a 
great  Catholic  Prince,  and  magnanimous  and  powerful  King;  and  Your  Maj- 
esty, the  first  time  that  I  kissed  your  hand  and  gave  into  your  charge  the 
fruits  of  my  services,  seemed  to  appreciate  them,  and  began  to  show  a  desire 
to  reward  me,  honoring  me  by  words  and  deeds,  which,  seeming  to  me  more 
than  I  merited.  Your  Majesty  knows  that  I  refused.  Your  Majesty  told  me  to 
accept,  and  commanded  that  I  should  accept  them,  for  it  seemed  that  you 
wished  to  confer  an  honor  upon  me.  and  that  you  did  not  wish  me  to  receive 
it  as  pay  for  my  services,  for  Your  Majesty  wished  to  do  with  me  as  is  done 
with  a  target,  the  first  shots  fall  outside  the  target,  but  trying  many  times, 
some  strike  it,  some  touch  the  centre,  and  at  last  the  eye  is  pierced,  so  Xhis 
favor  Your  Majesty  did  me  fell  outside  of  the  target,  but  that  you  would 
continue  until  the  very  height  of  what  I  merited  was  reached  ;  that  of  what  I 
had,  nothing  should  be  taken  from  me,  neither  ought  it  to  be,  and  that  I  must 
receive  what  was  given  me,  so  I  kissed  Your  Majesty's  hands,  leaving  your 
presence,  whereupon  all  that  I  had  was  taken  from  me,  and  the  favors  Your 
Majesty  had  granted,  were  not  fulfilled.  Beside  these  gifts  that  Your  Maj- 
esty bestowed,  I  have  still  greater  ones  promised  me,  in  letters  of  Your 
Majesty,  signed  with  your  royal  name,  which,  as  you  have  such  a  good 
memory,  you  will  not  have  forgotten.  Surely  the  services  rendered  up  to 
that  time  will  deserve  the  honors  and  promises  Your  Majesty  bestowed,  and 
I  have  since  done  nothing  unworthy,  having  never  ceased  to  serve  you  and 
enlarge  the  patrimony  of  these  kingdoms  under  a  thousand  hindrances, 
which  if  I  had  not  had,  the  increase  would  have  been  greater.  For  the  reason 
that  my  deeds  merit  them,  I  do  not  know  why  the  promises  and  favors 
offered  me  are  not  fulfilled.  If  they  wish  to  say,  they  will  not  be  taken  from 
me,  then  I  possess  something,  but  now  I  am  uncertain.  I  cannot  reap  the 
fruit  of  these  possessions,  which  would  be  better  not  to  have,  for  then  I 
would  have  occui)ied  myself  in  my  own  affairs  and  not  spent  the  s.  .  .  of 
them  to  defend  myself  against  Your  Majesty's  Attorney-General,  which  has 
been  and  is  more  difficult  than  to  conquer  and  gain  the  land  from  an  enemv. 
My  lalxirs  have  secured  for  me  a  ccMitcnted  mind,  having  done  my  duty,  but 
I  have  not  obtained  any  pecuniary  benefit  from  them,  for  not  only.  .  .  repose 
has  not  come  as  a  consequence  to  my  old  age,  l)ut  work  until  death  :  God 
grant  that  it  may  not  pass  into  the  beyond,  but  niav  end  with  the  body  and 
not  extend  it^elt  perpctuallv,  for  he  who  has  so  much  trouble  to  defend  his 
b«)dy,  cannot  but  offend  against  his  soul.  I  beg  Your  Majesty  will  not  permit 
such  nf)torious  services  to  have  so  little  consideration.  It  is  not  to  ])e  sup- 
posed that  it  is  Your  Majesty's  fault  that  the  people  know  it,  because  this 
work,  which  (iod  wrought,  using  me  as  the  means,  is  so  great  and  so  mar- 
velous that  the  fame  f>f  it  has  cxtcndefl  throughout  all  the  dominions  of  Y«)ur 
Majesty  and  of  otlur  (Christian  kings,  and  even  to  some  pagan  nations.  In 
those  where  the  lawsuit  between  the  Attorney  and  niy-'icif  is  known,  they  talk 
f)f  nothing  else,  some  attribute  the  blame  to  the  fiscal,  others  lay  it  to  me,  but 
even  these  do  not  find  mv  fault  so  great,  that  they  would  wish  to  deprive  me 
of  life,  hom.r  and  property,  and  those  who  do  not  find  the  fault  mine,  do  not 
blame  Your  Majesty.  If  Vour  Majesty  should  wish  to  take  from  me,  what 
you  gave  nic,  |)ow«*r  have  you  to  do  it,  for  to  him  who  wills  to  do,  and  cin  do, 
hiere  is  nothing  impossible.  It  is  said  that  they  are  looking  for  means  of 
making  this  work  seem  plausible,  but  the  intention  is  unl)ccoming,  ami 
kings  anointed  by  God  do  not  and  cannot  make  use  of  such  means,  for  to 
the  ryr  of  God,  all  things  arc  perfectly  clear,  and  aa  regards  the  world  there 
is  no  need  to  make  it  plausible,  for  so  I  wish  it,  so  I  command  it  ;  it  is  the 
ac(|iiiital  of  wh.it  kings  do.  I  begged  Your  M.ijesty,  in  Madrid,  to  l)c  plc.iseci 
to  make  plain  the  desire  you  had  of  granting  me  favors  in  pavmrnt  ^^i  mv 
BCrviccs,  and  brought  to  ymr  memory  some  of  them.      Vour  M.ije»ty  told  m« 
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that  you  would  command  your  council  to  dispatch  me,  as  you  had  already  told 
them  what  they  must  do.  Your  Majesty  told  me  that  you  did  not  wish  me  to 
bring  suit  against  the  fiscal;  but  they  told  me  that  1  must  defend  myself 
against  the  demand  of  the  fiscal,  because  it  must  go  through  a  court  of  justice, 
and  by  it  must  be  sentenced,  I  complained  of  it  as  vexatious,  and  wrote  to 
Your  Majesty  at  Barcelona,  begging  you,  that  as  you  were  pleased  to  enter 
into  judgment  with  your  servant,  it  might  be  before  judges  above  suspicion. 
Your  Majesty  commanded  that,  with  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  some  of  the 
others  should  meet,  all  being  followers  of  Your  Majesty,  and  together  decide 
the  question.  I  see  myself  old  and  poor,  in  debt  in  this  kingdom  for  more 
than  twenty  thousand  ducats,  having  spent  that  and  one  hundred  more,  which 
I  brought  with  me,  and  I  am  told  that  I  owe  more  than  this,  also  that  they 

have  borrowed  some  to  send  me,  and 

It  is  no  wonder  that  I  have  spent  this  amount,  for  it  is  nearly  five  years 
since  I  left  my  home.  I  have  three  children  with  me,  and  am  in  court  all  the 
time,  paying  lawyers,  agents  and  solicitors,  which  money  would  have  been 
better  employed,  had  Your  Majesty  made  use  of  it  and  of  what  I  might  have 
acquired  in  this  time;  the  going  to  Algiers  has  also  contributed  to  the  delay. 
It  seems  to  me  that  I  ought  not  to  trust  this  matter  to  broken  vessels,  nor 
leave  it  to  a  tribunal  of  few  persons,  but  ought  again  to  supplicate  Your 
Majesty  to  be  pleased  to  bring  this  matter  before  all  the  judges  Your  Majesty 
has  in  his  court,  in  order  that  the  decision  may  be  a  just  one.  I  am  sorry  that 
the  Bishop  of  Cuenca  should  be  one  of  the  judges,  because  he  and  the  licentiate 
Salmeron,  a  newly  appointed  judge  in  this  Council  of  the  Indies,  being  judges 
in  New  Spain,  are  those  who  despoiled  me  without  a  hearing,  as  I  can  prove, 
and  with  whom  I  have  a  suit  about  said  despoliation,  asking  them  the  interest 
and  rent  of  the  property  of  which  they  despoiled  me,  and  it  is  very  clear  they 
will  not  pronounce  sentence  against  themselves.  I  did  not  wish  to  object  to 
them  in  this  case,  but  Your  Majesty  not  being  pleased  to  appoint  more  judges 
to  act  upon  it,  I  am  obliged  to  challenge  Salmeron  and  the  Bishop  of  Cuenca, 
which  in  my  soul  I  am  sorry  to  do,  as  it  will  occasion  still  greater  delay, 
which  for  me  is  one  of  the  worst  things  that  could  happen,  as  I  am  sixt}-  years 
old,  it  is  going  on  five  since  I  left  mv  home;  I  have  only  one  male  heir,  and 
although  my  wife  is  young,  and  could  have  more  children,  my  age  gives  me 
little  room  to  hope.  If  I  should  not  have  another  son,  and  God  should  order 
that  this  one  leave  no  sons,  of  what  advantage  would  my  acquisitions  be  to 
me,  for  daughters  inheriting  my  estates,  my  name  would  be  lost  and  forgotten. 
Again  and  yet  again,  I  beseech  Your  Majesty  to  grant  that,  with  the  judges 
of  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  other  judges  of  other  councils  may  meet. 
Since  all  are  servants  of  Your  Majesty,  and  you  confide  to  them  the  govern- 
ment of  your  kingdoms,  and  your  royal  conscience,  it  is  not  inconsistent  to 
confide  to  tkem  the  decision  about  a  writing,  granting  favors,  which  Your 
Majesty  made,  giving  to  your  subject  a  very  small  part  of  a  grand  whole, 
which  he  acquired  for  Your  Majesty,  without  labor  or  danger  to  a  royal 
person,  nor  care  of  spirit  in  providing  ways  of  doing  it,  nor  money  to  pay  the 
people  who  did  it,  and  he  also  served  you  so  cleanly  and  loyally,  not  only  in 
the  land  which  he  gained,  but  with  a  great  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
precious  stones,  the  spoils  of  war.  May  it  please  Your  Majesty  to  command 
the  judges  to  examine,  decide,  and  pass  sentence,  in  a  certain  time  fixed  upon 
by  Your  Majesty  without  so  much  delay.  This  will  be  for  me  a  great  favor, 
for  if  it  is  long  delayed,  I  will  leave  it  and  lose  it,  and  return  to  my  house.  I 
am  alresidy  too  old  to  wander  about  in  hotels,  but  wish  to  live  retired  and 
arrange  my  account  with  God,  for  I  have  a  long  one  and  little  time  left  to 
settle  it,  and  it  will  be  better  to  lose  my  property  than  my  soul.  May  God 
our  Lord  keep  the  very  Royal  person  of  Your  Majesty  with  the  increase  of 
kingdoms  and  estates  that  Your  Majesty  may  desire. 
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Valladolid,  Peb,  3r<i  1544.  Your  Majesty's  very  humble  servant  and 
subject,  who  kisses  your  very  Royal  feet  and  hands. — Marquis  del  Valle  (of 
the  Valley.) 

Addressed  to  the  Sacred  Catholic  Cesaraen  Majesty,  Emperor  and  King  of 
Spain. 

To  His  Majesty,  from  the  Marquis  del  Valle. — Feb.  3rd.  1544. — Archives 
•ftfu  Indus, 


No.  XVI.— See  Vol.  II.,  p.  350. 

FUNERAL   OBSEQUIES    OF   CORTES. 

[The  original  of  this  document  is  in  the  Hospital  of  Jesus,  at 
Mexico  ;  and  the  following  literal  translation  was  made  from  a 
copy  sent  to  me  from  that  capital.] 

The  Interment  uF  THE   Marquess  of  the  Valley  op   Oajaca,  1Ii:r- 

NAN    CoRlKS,    AND  OF   HIS   DESCENDANT,    DoN    PEDRO    CORTES,    WHICH 
TOOK    PLACE  IN   THIS   C  H'Y    OF   MEXICO,     VeU.    24,     1 629. 

The  remains  of  Don  Ilernan  Cortes,  (the  first  Marquess  of  the  Valley  of 
Oajaca,)  which  lay  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Francis  for  more  than  fifty  years 
since  they  had  been  brought  from  Castilleja  de  la  Cucsta,  were  carried  in 
funeral  procession.  It  also  happened,  that  Don  Pedro  Cortes,  Mar(iuess  of 
the  Valley,  died  at  the  court  of  Mexico,  Jan.  30,  1629.  The  Lord  Archbishop 
of  Mexico,  D.  Francisco  Manso  de  Zuniga,  and  his  Excellency  tlie  Viceroy, 
Marquess  of  Serralbo,  a;.^reed  that  the  two  funerals  should  be  conducted  to- 
gether, paying  the  greatest  honor  to  the  ashes  of  Hernando  Cortes.  The 
place  of  interment  was  the  church  of  St.  Francis  in  Mexico.  The  procession 
set  forth  from  the  palace  of  the  Marquess  of  the  Valley.  In  the  advance 
were  carried  the  banners  of  the  various  associations  ;  then  followed  the  dif- 
ferent orders  of  the  religious  fraternities,  all  the  tribunals  of  Mexico,  and 
the  meivibers  f)f  the  Audience.  Next  came  the  Archbishop  and  the  ChajUer 
of  the  cathedral.  Then  was  borne  along  the  corpse  of  the  Mar(|ucss  Don 
Pedro  Cortes  in  an  open  coihn,  succeedccl  by  the  remains  of  Don  Ilcrnaiulo 
Cortes,  in  a  colfin  covered  with  black  velvet.  A  banner  of  pure  white,  with 
a  crucifix,  an  imai;c  of  the  Virgin  and  of  St.  John  the  I'Aangclist,  embroidered 
in  gold,  was  carried  on  one  side.  On  the  other  were  the  armorial  bearings 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  also  worked  in  gold.  This  standaril  was  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  body.  On  the  left  hind  was  carried  another  banner,  of  black 
velvet,  with  the  arms  of  the  M.ircjucss  of  the  Valley  embroidered  upon 
it  in  gold.  The  standard-bearers  were  armed.  Next  came  the  teachers 
of  divmity,  the  niourners,  and  a  horse  with  s able  trappings,  the  whole  pro- 
cession being  coiulu('tcd  with  the  greatest  order.  The  ujcnibers  of  the  Uni- 
versity followed.  Behind  them  came  the  Viceroy  with  a  large  escort  of 
cavaliers;  then  foiir  armed  captains  with  their  plumes,  and  with  pikes  on  their 
Bhoulders.  These  were  succeeded  by  four  companies  of  soldiers  with  their 
arquebuses,  and  some  wiih  lances.  Behind  them  banners  were  trailed  upoa 
thfB  ground,  and  nuifHcd  druuts  were  struck  at  iittcrvals.     'V\\c  cothu  enclosing 
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the  remains  of  the  Conqueror  was  borne  by  the  Royal  Judges,  while  the 
knights  of  the  order  of  Santiago  supported  the  body  of  the  Marquess  Don 
Pedro  Cortes.  The  crowd  was  immense,  and  there  were  six  stations  where 
the  coffins  were  exposed  to  view,  and  at  each  of  these  the  responses  were 
chanted  by  the  members  of  the  religious  fraternities. 

The  bones  of  Cortes  were  secretly  removed  from  the  church  of  St.  Francis, 
with  the  permission  of  his  Excellency  the  Archbishop,  on  the  2nd  of  July, 
1794,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  the  carriage  of  the  Governor,  the  Mar- 
ques de  Sierra  Nevada,  and  were  placed  in  a  vault,  made  for  this  purpose, 
in  the  church  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  The  bones  were  deposited  in  a  wooden 
coffin  inclosed  in  one  of  lead,  being  the  same  in  which  they  came  from 
Castilleja  de  la  Cuesta,  near  Seville.  This  was  placed  in  another  of  crystal, 
with  its  crossbars  and  plates  of  silver  ;  and  the  remains  were  shrouded  in  a 
winding-sheet  of  cambric,  embroidered  with  gold,  with  a  fringe  of  black  lace 
four  inches  deep. 
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Ablutions  at  table  . . . .  i,  122,  399,  ii,  433 
AbderahrnaJi  in  regard   to    the 

palm-tree i,  135,  ru/te. 

Aborigines   of  America,  origin 

of  11,381,383 

—  civilization  of 11,  384 

—  peculiarities  in  organisation 

of 11,399 

—  See  Indians  and  Mankind. 
Absolution,     rite     of,     among 

Aztecs i,   69 

Acatlan,     wife    of    Montezuma 

ii,  81,  note. 

Acapiilco ii,  358 

Achilles,  cited i,.66,  nute. 

Acolhuans.    See  Tezcucans. 
Acolman, Ii,  207 

—  disputeat 11,219 

Acosta  in  regard  to  priestesses 

1,  70,  note. 

—  accotmt  of  the  assault  on  Mon- 

tezuma   ii    61,  note. 

Aculan,  Spaniards  at li,  32'J,  a'J2 

AdelantJiao i,  181,  note,  457,  note. 

Adrian   of    Utrecht,    regent  of 

Spain 11,  208,  304 

—  Pope ii,307 

Aduitory,  chargt;  iigainst ii,  415 

—  puulHhinerit  of ii,  422 

Agave    Ain(!ri(;una,  or  nloe,  or 

maguey i,  32,  272,  281,  331 

—  paper  from  the i,    89 

—  various  u.mrsof  the 1,  89,  nute. 

—  Drrsden    Codex    made  from 

...     1,   92,  yuitf. 

—  account  of 1,  112 

—  Nt'zahuaieoyotl  concealed  un- 

der (Ibrr-s  of I,  ISO 

Agriculture,  tux  on 1,51,  110 

—  fe-^livalM  111  connection  with. .     1,  110 

—  In  Me.vi((.   I,  no,  112 

—  In  North  America 1,  110 

—  encouniged  by  Nttzahuuicoyotl  1,  137 

—  Tlascalan 1,  281 

—  Choluluu  i  .im 

—  near  Luke  (Mmlco ..'.[     1*,  8flO 

—  atterilloti    to,    after  the   con- 

'i^u'^t II,  320,  rwr. 

Aguilar,  Count  de,  mootH  CortZ-H  11,  'MH 
Agullar,  Jeronlmo  du  1,  ll»r» 

—  Cort/H'  reception  of I,  IIW 

—  UH  iiif«<rprefer I,  liHJ 

—  In  rut reut  from  Mexico 11,    tH 

—  at  Chaleo 11,  1!W 

Ahuulco I,3ft4 

Ahnltzotl 1.  40,  77,  ru4e. 

—  t4-mpU>  built  bv I,  400 

AJotJ-.lnco,  olty  or. I,  858 


Alamlnos,  Antonio  de,  pilot  of 

Cortes'  fleet i,  188,  221 

—  sent  to  Spain i,  252 

—  anchors  at  Cuba 1,253 

Alderete,  Julian  de ii ,  188 

—  at  Tacuba ii,  206 

—  advice  as  to  attack ii,  241 

—  urges  torture  of  Guatemozin.  ii,  300 

Alexander,  the  great li,  118,  lutte. 

Alexander  VI.,  Pope  i,  342 

—  enjoins  conversion  of  heathen    i .  343 

Algiers,  expedition  to ii,  361 

Almanac,    Gama's    astrological 

1,  103,  noU. 

Alms-giving,  Aztec i,    71 

Aloe,  See  Agave  Americana. 
Alphabet,  nearest  approach  to.,     i,    84 

—  Egyptian i,    85,  note. 

—  European,     introduced    into 

Mexico i,   87 

Al varado,  Jorge  de i  i ,  242 

Alvarado,  Pedro  de 1, 167,  229 

—  enters  River  Alvarado 1,  167,  207 

—  returns  to  Cuba  with  treasure 

1,168,  178 

—  joins  Cort«'H i,  185 

—  sent  to  Havana i,  186 

—  rlfli's  a  temple 1,191 

—  reconnoitres i,  200 

—  In  battles  ne4ir  Tal)asco 1,  200,  201 

—  sent  on  a  foraglni?  expedition     i,  233 

—  cuts  down  the luxly  c    Morla..     \,2\f> 

—  sent  to  Cempoalla i,  2.'>4 

—  troons  put  under 1,  264,467;  II.  :i22 

—  at  Tlas«ala      1.321 

—  nuirria>;e  to  I>f>na  Lulsa I.  3J2 

—  called  Tnniiliuh.  the  "Sun"  1.323.  4.17 

—  Vlsitj^  Montezuma  with  Cort/>H 

1,374.  \'22 

—  aids  in  seizing  Montozunm  ..     1.  IHi 

—  MontezJinui  pleaded  with 1.434 

—  l«ft  In  cliarj^e  at  Mexico I,  UW 

—  letter  to  <ort,'K 11,33,37 

—  Aztecs  mimsacred  by 11,    Si» 

—  cMiaracl«'r  of 11,    42 

—  (ihlvalry  of  11.    58 

—  HtoruiH  great  t^nnplo 11,    dfi 

—  (jverpowered  by  Aztecs 11,    74 

—  Ill  charge  of  rear  guard 11,    H8 

—  unhorsed 11,    91 

—  Ht  battle  of  Otumbft 11.  110 

—  uccompaiil<>H  Diioro  and  B%t- 

mudoz  to  Vera  Crum II,  135 

—  and  Siimloviil II.  17S 

—  rec4mnoltr«»  enpltal .  il.  177 

—  cfuiwplnicy  iiKufnut  n   "flO 

—  in  coiiimiiiid  at    Tlat'«>pan  ii, 'il6 

—  dlHputv  with  Olid  ut  Acolman  II,  ai9 
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JJvarado,  protects  breaches ii,  235 

—  in  the  assault ii,  242,  249,  274,  276 

—  Cortes'  opinion  of ii,  250 

—  burns  the  great  temple ii,  266 

—  meeting  of  Cortes  and ii,  267 

—  at  Tlatelolco ii,  277 

—  sent  to  Oaxaca ii,  302 

—  conquers  Guatemala ii,  322 

Alvarado's  leap ii,  92,  93,  note. 

Amadis  de  Gaula i,  360,  note. 

Amaqueraecan,  Spaniards  at i,  358 

Amaxac,  bridge  of ii,  280,  note. 

Ambassadors,  treatment  of.     . .    i,   54 

Amber  for  tribute ij  52,  note. 

Ammunition i,  459 

—  nearly  exhausted ii,  254 

—  supply  of ii,  257 

Amnesty    declared    by    Neza- 

hualcoyotl i,  132 

Anaglyphs i,  86,  note. 

Anahuac i,  29, 34 

—  meaning  of i,  34,  note. 

—  golden  age  of    i,  64,  ii.  388 

—  forms  of  government  in.      ..    i,    42 

—  human  sacrifices  in i,  76, 77,  note. 

—  merchants  in i,  119, 120,  note. 

—  religions  of i,  320,  note. 

—  See  Aztecs  and  Mexico. 
Animals,  artificial 

. .  .1,  114,  138,  222,  250,  note,  347,  405 
Animals i,  138,  234 

—  no  domesticated,  in  Anahuac 

i,301,  ii,408 

—  wild i,  394 

—  collection  of    ii,  394 

—  different  in  old  and  new  world  ii,  381 

—  origin  of  in  new  world ii,  382 

Antigua,  Rio  de  la i,  234 

Antigua,    or   Vera   Cruz   Vieja 

i.  242,  note ;  ii,  314 

Antiquities 1,  142,  269 

—  at  Cozumel i,  192 

Apothecaries i,  406 

Aqueducts,  to  Tezcotzinco,  i,  141,  ii,  420 

—  at  Iztapalapan i,  362 

—  from  Chapoltepec.i,  374, 389,  note,  392 

—  at.Chapoltepec  destroyed ii,  220 

Arabic  manuscripts,  destruction 

of i,    90 

Arcliitecture,  of  Toltecs i,    79 

—  effect  of i,  134 

—  Tezcucan  i,  142,  436,  437,  note. 

-  in  Yucatan i,  165, 166,  ii,  332,  403 

—  in  Cozumel i,  192 

—  in  Cempoalla 1,237,238 

—  in  Cocotlan i,  273 

—  Tlascalan i,  318 

—  marine i,  358,  365 

—  in  Cuitlahuac i,  361 

—  in  Iztapalapan i,  362 

—  Mexican i,  369,  389 

—  encouraged  by  Montezuma       i,  393 

—  Indian        i,  440,  note. 

—  co-incidences  with  Aztec ii,  400 

Archives  of  Mexico,  destruction 

of i,   90  note. 

—  of  Tezcuco . .  .1,  135,  138 

—  destroyed ii,  152 

Argensola,  on  the  ancestry  of 

Cortes i,  170,  ncite. 

—  concerning   the   detention  of 

Cort6B  in  Spain i»  171,  ndU. 


Ark,  co-incidences  as  to  the ii,  386 

Arithmetic  among  the  Aztecs.,    i,    94 
Armada,  Cortes  made  Captain- 
General  of i,  178 

—  expense  of  fitting  out.  i,  179, 180, 186 

—  equipment  of i,  183,  184,  185 

—  volunteers  join i,  183, 184, 185 

—  sails  i,  183 

—  sails  from  Havana i,  188 

—  strength  of  the i,  188 

—  Alaminos,  chief  pilot  of  the. .    i,  188 

—  encounters  a  storm i,  191,  459 

—  the,  at  Cozumel i,  191, 195 

—  sails  from  Cozumel i,  195,  196 

—  at  the  Rio  de  Tabasco i,  197 

—  wounded  sent  back  to  the i,  201 

—  sails  for  Mexico i,  206 

—  at  San  Juan  de  Ulua i,  207,  459 

—  at  Vera  Cruz i,  225, 239 

—  at  Villa  Rica i,  231 

—  sent  to  Chiahuitztla i,  234 

—  a  vessel  joins  the i,  248 

—  one  vessel  sent  to  Spain i,  252 

—  vessel  arrives  in  Spain i,  253 

—  Juan  Diaz  attempts  to  escape 

with  one  of  the i.  253,  254 

—  destruction  of i,  255,  257,  ii,  33 

—  under  Narvaez i,  459 

— vessels  lost  in  storm i,  459 

—  /See   Brigantines,  Fleets   and 

Vessels. 
Armies,  division  of i,    56 

—  of  Montezuma i,  218 

—  Tlascalan I,  299 

Armor,  for  tribute i>  52,  note. 

—  Aztec i,    55 

—  cuirasses  of  gold  and  silver. .    i,  296 

—  of  Tlascalans i,  297 

Armorial  bearings i,   87 

Arms    of    Montezuma 

1,371,374,  ii,  215,  note. 

Arrows i,  198,  288,  297 

—  defence  against i,  186,  202 

—  burnt i,  427 

—  volleys  of, 'at  Mexico 

ii,52,  64,69,  108,225 

Artillery,  lack  of ii,  313 

—  See  Cannon. 

Artisans,  Aztec i,  400 

Arts,  mechanical i,  109,  116 

—  few  works  of  Aztec,  found. . .  ii,  402 

—  in  Egypt ii,  404,  note. 

Astrology,  origin  of i,  101,  219 

Astronomy i,103 

—  study  of i,  148, 152 

Atlantis  of  Plato ii,  381 

Audience  given  by  Montezuma 

i,  400;  ii,  403 

Auditors  of  accounts. .  .1, 45,  note ;  ii,  433 
Auxiliaries.    See  Indian  Allies. 
Aviaries - i,  138,  362,  394 

—  destruction  of ii,  233 

Avila,  Alonso  de,  joins  Cort4s..    i,  185 

—  visits  Montezuma  with  Cort6s    i,  422 

—  aids  in  seizing  Montezuma. . .    i,  434 

—  at  battle  of  Otumba ii,  110 

—  sent  to  St.  Domingo ii,  136,  nde. 

—  sent  to  Spain ii,  304 

—  mentioned i,  197,  229 ;  ii,  87 

Axayacatl i,  282 

—  palace  of i,  370 

—  treasure  of,  given  to  Charles  V.  i,  448 
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▲xayacatl,  palace  of,  burned. .11, 63,  233 
Ayllon,  liceutiat«,  sent  to  Cuba    i,  4od 

—  accompanies  Narvaez i,  45y 

—  renioiistniiiceft  of i,  460 

—  seized  and  sent  to  Cuba i,  4tjO 

—  released ii,  208 

Ayotlan,  siege  of 1,  119 

Aijcapozalco,  market  for  slaves 

i,  119;ii,  178,  note,  179 

—  royal  city,  destroyed i ,  132 

—  goldsmiths  of i,  404,  444 

Aztecs  or  Mexicans,  civilization 

of,  i,  29,  57,  154,  378,  401,  407;  ii,  381 

—  extent  of  their  country,    i,  29;  ii,  287 

—  arrival   in    Anahuac 

. .  i,  .iB,  37,  note,  40,  279,  note ;  ii,  287 

—  migratory  chai"acter  of i,    37 

—  settlement  in  Mexico  1,    37 

—  compared  with  Romans.. i,  40;  li,  288 

—  foriu  of  government  among.,     i,    42 

—  nobles i,    42 

—  courts  i,  45,  47 

—  laws  recorded  in  hieroglyph- 

ics  1,49,87 

—  pul<]ije,  or  fermented  liquor    i,    49 

—  aim  of  their  institutions i,    54 

—  beiiet  regarding  martyrs i,    54 

—  idcasof  war i,    .'i4 

—  armor i,    55 

—  incentives  to  ambition i,    55 

—  warriors,  dioss  of 1,    55 

—  avoid     slaying    enemies     in 

battle i,56,  77 

—  mliitaiy  code  and  discipline.     1,   56 

—  national  standard i,   56 

—  called  barbarians j,  57,  rujit4i. 

—  compared     with     Egyptians 

i,  58,83;  11,403 

—  compared  with  Saxons  under 

Alfred I,    68 

—  modern 1,  58;  li,  3i>9,  luAe. 

—  their  mythology  and  ndigious 

system I,   02 

—  deities i    6.3,  64,  78 

—  coHmogony  analogous  to  that 

of  h.  Asia i,  »tt,  tu)te. 

—  meaHiiremcMit  of  time 1,  (56,  96 

-•  Idea  of  fnlure  life I,    (56 

—  burial  ceremony...!,  66;  11,  .Wi,  mle. 

—  rite  of  hH|)flsm    1,07;  il,:iW» 

>-  Higli   I'rieHts 1,  68,  also  lUtU. 

—  confe-^siori     and     absolutioii, 

rites  of .     I,    61) 

—  I^iJ-iny  1,70,  uiAe, 

—  tAMuples J     71 

—  ntnal  commandH  human  sao- 

rl  flees  I     75 

—  gn'Ht  object  In  war  ..!. !.     l',    77 

—  ehilm  toelvlh/.jitlon I,  78;  11,  287 

—  comiiared  wilh  Kiiropeans  lu 

UWh  crntiiry |,    7h 

—  law  of  honor,  of |,  79,  ru^r. 

—  ixM'try  of  .      I,    HI 

—  llle^o^'lyphl(•H.  I,    NO 

—  literafiire  of     i,    HH 

—  mamiHi-rlptH  of  the  .    .    l|    KU 

—  TeuHinoxMI,   Divine   llook  of 

th« I,  10,  ruif. 

—  litAsmi-y  culture  of     I,    JH 

—  aniinneMM-nt  of  day  h       ....         I,    ".16 

—  eyel.Htof  \,vn    1WU\  II,  ."W6 

—  chronological  nyHtt-m  o^  I,  W  ;  II,  308 


Aztecs  or  Mexicans,  astrology  .     i.  102 

—  astronomy i,  104 

—  festival  at  termination  of  the 

great  cycle i,  104 

—  caruival  of  the i,  106 

—  agriculture  of i,  110 

—  regard  for  women i,  111 

—  use  of  Indian  corn i ,  1 U 

—  knowledge  ot  plants i,  113 

—  use  of  minerals i,  113,  114,  115 

—  acquuiutauce  with    mecham- 

cai  arts i,  114.  116 

—  skill  of  goldsmiths i,  114,  note. 

—  domestic  manners  of i,  120 

—  feasts    similar     to    those   of 

Greece 1,  122,  rnAe. 

—  dilTcr  from  other  North  Amer- 

ican Indians 1,125 

—  character  of i,  125 ;  ii,  59 

—  Nezahualcoyotl    unites    with 

the i,  132 

—  beat  and  sacriflce  Maxtla i,  132 

—  transfer  of  teiTitory  of  Tez- 

cncans  to i,  153 

—  first  communication  with —     i,  J67 

—  orders  to  C'ortt^s  concerning.,     i,  181 

—  first  interview  with  Cortes  . .     i,  210 

—  elfect  of  cannon  on  i,  213 

—  hati'ed  of  Montezuma i,  217 

—  condition  on  arrival  of  Cortes     i,  218 

—  forebodings  as  to  fate  of  Mex- 

ico     ...1,219.-220 

—  elTect  of  Vespers  on i,  226 

—  tax    collectors    demand    vic- 

tims for  sacrifice 1,M0 

—  same  family  as  Tlascalans.  .     1,  379 

—  defeated  by  TlascAlans i,  288 

—  hostilities     between     Tlasca- 

lans and     i,  284 

—  pepper \\  ;«! 

—  aid  in  Cholulan  conspii-aey  1,  S-'M,  436 

—  green  a  favorite  color  of.     i,  ;i.V',  .KU 

—  chiefs  greet  Cortes 1 ,  346 

—  cooking 1,  398,  406.  m../^. 

—  women  i.4(H 

—  nnnihe-rof.ln  Mexican  market    \\  407 

—  nobles  refnse  to  aid  Ca<Hma.       I.  437 

—  eniaKe<l  at  the  jirofaiiHtion  of 

then  temples i.  450 

—  aid  in  iiiiililiiig  vpffsels  ..     ...     i.  J.VJ 

—  Insnrreetion  of 11,88,41,45 

—  massacre  of,  br  Alvara«lo  ...    11.    »» 

—  assault  Si>Hnlsh  fjTinrterH  .    ..    II.    52 

—  assault  Munteznma li,    61 

—  tAke  posse««si«)n  of  great  Xfivn- 

pit" 11,64   06 

—  rpfnH<«  to  submit  to  CortAs  .    .    11,    flB 

—  treaihery  of  II,    73 

—  atta<>k  retreating  Spaniards.     11,    74 

—  chlef«      killed     at     battle    of 

Ofumba     II,  111 

—  desire  II  treaty  with  Tlanca- 

iho-^  ...      11,  )a 

—  GnatrmM/ln  rtnperorof  ■   11,  141 

—  pr«M«eedi..j  Mgnlnst  an  nsb«it. .    II,  142 

—  want  «»f  <M>hep|on  nmony 11,  171 

—  «lerl<le(  f)rt/.i«     11.1118 

—  llghlH  with,  on  the  Slerrn        .    11,  IW 

—  defend   iKjufduct   of   1  hnpol- 

f**!"'*'      If.tlB 

—  af   l/tapniapan II,  ?« 

—  defeat  of  floUlla of ii,  «■ 
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Aztecs  or  Mexicans,  exaspera- 
tion of U,  233 

—  hatred  of  white  men ii,  240 

—  spirit  and  suffering  of 

ij,  245, 258,  862,  265 

—  attack    Sandoval    and   Alva- 

rado ii,  248 

—  sortie  of ii,  261 

—  do  not  bury  their  dead  . .  ii,  264,  272 

—  slaughter  of ii,  277,  279 

—  leave  city  of  Mexico ii,  284 

—  aid  in  rebuilding  Mexico ii,  303 

—  chiefs  accompany  Cort6s   to 

Spain ii,  345 

—  Communion ii,  389 

—  and  Mongols,  co-incidences  as 

to ii,  392,  393 

—  civilization,  origin  of ii,  397 

—  works  of  art ii,  402 

—  See  Guatemozin  and  Montezuma. 

Babkl,  co-incidences  of  tower 

oi,  and  temple  of  Cholula.   ii,  386 
Bachelors,  subject  to  penalties,  ii,  315 

Badajoz,  atrocities  at i,  344 

Badajoz,    Gutierre    de,  storms 

great  temple ii,  266 

Badges  and  orders  among  Tlas- 

calans i,  296,  note. 

Bahama  Islands i,  162 

—  expedition  to,  for  slaves i,  165 

Balboa,  Vasquez  Nuiiez  de  . .  .i  162,  175 

—  transports  brigantines..ii,  176,  note. 
Banana i,  111,  272 

—  the  forbidden  fruit i,  111,  note. 

Banner  of  Cort6s i,  186,  307,  note. 

—  saved ii.  247 

—  of  Tlascala i,  296 

—  of  Xicotencotl i,  289,  296 

—  of  Aztecs ii,    55 

—  of  Cihuaca  given  to  Cort^ . . .   ii,  110 

Banners,  River  of i,  167,  207 

Banquets i,  123 

Baptism,  Aztec i,  67 ;  ii,  389,  note. 

Barante,  on  disclosure  in  reign 

of  Louis  XI ii,  212,  note. 

Barba,  Don  Pedro,  commander 

of  Havana i,  187 

Barba,  Pedro,  death  of ii,  237 

Barbers,  Tlascalan i,  318 

—  Aztec i,  406 

Barca.  Madame  Calderon  de,  on 

Mexican  love  for  flowers 
i,  236,  note. 

—  on  Tacuba ii,  220,  note. 

—  on  Cuernavaca ii,  356,  note. 

Barracks  constructed ii,  238 

Barrio  de  San  Jago ii,  269 

Barter,  at  River  of  Banners,  i,  168,  208 

—  chief  object  of  Cortes'  expe- 

dition     i,  181 

—  with  Tabascans i,  204 

—  in  Mexican  market i,  408 

Barton,  anatomy  of  language. .   ii,  396 
Basque  language. ii,  395,  note.,  397,  note. 

Bas-reliefs  destroyed i.  115,396 

Baths i,  374;ii,  421 

—  of  Montezuma i,  141,  397 

—  vapor i,  318 

Battle,  Aztecs  do  not  seek   to 

kill  enemies  in i,  56,    77 

—  Of  Ceutla 1,202.203 


Battle  of  Tabasco 1,196 

—  of  Poyauhtlan i,  279 

—  of  Tlascala.  .i,  288,  289, 290, 298,300,  303 

—  of  Navas  deTolosa. ..'. i,  292,  mote. 

—  between        tscaiante       and 

Quauhpopoca i,  421 

—  of  Ravenna ii,  17,  note. 

—  between  Cort6s  and  Navaez. .   ii,    26 

—  at  Aztec  insurrection ii)  52,   56 

—  of  the  great  temple.  .ii,65,  67, 230,  266 

—  on  leaving  Mexico.. ti,  72, 74,  88, 90,  92 

—  of  the  Melancholy  Night ii,    89 

—  ofOtumba ii,  108,  111 

—  of  Tepeaca ii,  125 

—  at  Cholula ii,  127 

—  of  Iztapalapan ii,  165,  222 

—  ofChalco ii,  168 

—  of  Xaltocan ii,  177 

—  at  Tlacopan ii,  179 

—  of  Huaxtepec ii,  184 

—  on  rocks  of  the  Sierra ii,  192 

—  at  Cuernavaca ii,  196 

—  of  Xochimilco ii,  198 

—  at  Chapoltepec ii,  220 

—  at  market  place .   ii,  245 

—  on  Lake  Tezcuco ii  223,  279 

—  with  the  Panuohese ii,  306 

Beds i,  371 

Beetle  represents  the  universe,    i,   84 

Beetles  aid  Cort6s ii.    27 

Beggars  in  Cholula i,'  329 

Beggary  not  tolerated i,  146 

Bejar,  duke  de,  sustains  Cortes,  ii,  307 

—  meets  Cort6s ii,  348 

Belus,  tower  of ii,  400,  note. 

Benevente,  Count  of i,  161,  note. 

Bermudez,  Agustin ii,    28 

—  returns  to  Cuba ii,  132 

Bernaldez,  concerning  devils. i,  63,7iofe. 

Beverages i,  124 

Bilious  fever,  see  Vomito. 

Bird,  Dr.,  on  Mantas ii,  72,  note. 

Birds i,  235,  see  Aviary. 

Birds,  artificial. .  .1, 114, 138,  222,  347,  405 

Births,  consultatiom  9JL i,  102 

Bishop's  Pass  i,  271 

Bison ii,  408 

Blanc,  Mont,  height  of i,  351,  note. 

Blasphemy,  prohibited ii,  145,  444 

Blumenbach       on        American 

skulls ii,  400,  note. 

Bodies  of  Tlascalans  painted. i,  289,  295 
Bodleian  Library,  roll  and  Co- 
dex in i,  *0>  note,  91,  note. 

Body-guard  of  the  sovereign. . .    i,   43 

—  of  Montezuma i,  397 

—  of  Cortes ii,  213,  see  Quifiones. 

Books,  blank,  for  picture  writ- 
ing       1,406 

Boots,  leathern i,  296 

Booty  obtained  by  Spaniards. . .   ii,  128 

—  law  on  appropriating ii,  145 

—  little  found  in  Mexico ii,  285,  299 

—  see  Gold  and  Treasure, 
Borgian    Collection    of   Manu- 
scripts   i,  291,  also  note. 

Borunda,  the  Mexican  Champol- 

lion i,  93,  note. 

Botello,  recommends  departure 

by  night ii,    85 

Boturini,    Chevalier    Benaduci 

ii,  88,  note,  93,  note,  IM 
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Boturinl,  on  Aztec  goldsmiths. .     i,  371 

—  on  statue  of  the  Sun ii,  105,  note. 

Boy  .4,  education  of i»  <0,  *i5 

Bradford's    American  Antiqui- 
ties     11,379 

Branding  of  slaves ii,  125,  174 

Brass     used    instead    of    iron 

1, 114.  also  note. 

Brazil  secured  to  Portugal  i,  342,  note. 
Bread,  gold  given  for ii,  116,  note. 

—  and  wine  consecrated  ii,  389,  390, note. 
Breaches    in    causeways    made 

and  fllled.ii,225,227,232,  2.3.-),243,25S 

Bribes,  jjunishment  for i,    47 

Bricks i,  328,  note. 

—  sun  dried i,  318 

Bridges,  wooden i,  274 

—  of  rttone i,  316,  also  iwte. 

—  at  Mexico i,  366,  370,  389.  390,  418 

—  removed ii>  37,    45 

—  destroyed ii,  69,   73 

—  restored  by  Cort68 ii,    73 

—  leaped  by  Cortes ii,    75 

—  portable  ii,  87,    89 

—  resUjrcfl  by  Cuitlahua ii,  121 

—  of  dead  bodies ii.  279 

—  floating 11,  326,  447 

—  of  (Jort68 ii,  328 

Brigantines  built  on  Lake  Tez- 

cuco i,432 

—  burned ii,    34 

—  built   at   Tlascala    and    con- 

veyed   to    Lake    Tezciico 

ii,  130,  13H,  144;  ii    174,  187,  207,  213 

—  transporte'l  across  Istlimus  of 

Danen    ii,  176, 7iote. 

—  attempts  to  destroy ii,  187 

—  launched ii,  187,  207 

—  canal  for  transporting ii,  213 

—  remains  of  preservecT  ..ii,  213,  ruite, 

313,  note. 

—  decoyed  and  one  lost ii,  237 

—  co-operate     with     the    army 

ii,  222,  22.'>,  231,  249,  274,  276 

—  sail  toTruxillo ii,336 

—  Sre  Armada,  Fleet,  ami  Vessels. 

British  atrocities 1,344 

Bronze 1,114 

—  sul)Htitute  for  Iron  11,408 

Budh.  Inearuiition  of !»  W,  luitr. 

Bultulo  ranges 11,  401» 

Buir<K)nH 11,  826,  846,  431,  433 

H#'r  .lewters. 

ildlngH 1,137 

jittRched  to  t«mpIeH i,  415,  416 

.leHfroyed        11,  227,  233,  268,  2«W,  401. 

iillock,  on  M«?xico I,  39,  lUiU,. 

-  on  tlui  paiuce 1,  I.T.J,  not«. 

—  on  Tez<-Mciiii  ruins 1,  142,  mle. 

—  on  pyramids  of  Teotihuacan 

ii,;ioa,  natf. 

—  on  banner  of  Cort-^ H,  247,  ntHf. 

Bulls  for  the  conquorom 

11,  18H.  346,  ruie. 

Burial  ceremony 1,  M,  67,  mAr. 

—  ol  Monte/uma il,    S"2 

—  of  Corf/^** II,  '206,  46:» 

—  of  dead II,  3l>2 

BuHtamiinte,  ndltor  of  flahA^un'H 

UnlveiMMJ  History I,    81 

—  on    dost nicf ion    of    Mexican 

arclilvk-M  I,  90,  n<j<«. 


Bustamante,  on  the  key  to  Az- 
tec hieroglyphics i,  93,  nate. 

—  edits  Gama's  treatises i ,  108 

—  conceriung      the      calendar- 

stone i,  116,  not«. 

—  on  feather  painting i,  Ii8,  lutie. 

—  on  Spaniards ii,  290 

Butler  quoted..!,  275,  note\  ii,  388,  m>te. 
Butterflies i,  235 

Cabot,  Sebastian i,  163;  ii,  321 

Cacamn,     rival     for     Tezcucan 

crown i,  217,  357,  436 

—  friendly  to  the  Spaniards  .        i,  221 

—  advises  a  friendly  reception 

of  Cort68 i,  357,  435 

—  visits  Cort68 i,  359 

—  accompanies  Montezuma i,  367 

—  plan  for  liberating  Montezu- 

ma    i,  435,  437 

—  seizure  of i,  483 

—  carried  from  Mexico ii,    86 

—  succeeded  by  Cuicuitzca ii,  150 

—  death  of ii,  150 

Cacao,  the i,  m,  269 

—  circulating  medium.. i,  118,146,201,408 

Caciques,  conquered i,  52  1X4 it€. 

Cactus 1,  17,  272,  331 

Cadiz,  the  focus  of  nautical  en- 

ternrise i,  171 

Caesar,  Julius,  order  by i,  203,  luite. 

Calderon,  Senor  de. . .   ii,  81,  note  ;  ii,  292 

.See  Barca. 
Calendar,  Aztec 1,96,412;  il,  395 

—  the  solar i,    t>9 

—  the  lunar  reckoning 1,100 

—  for  keeping  records  of  priests    1,  101 

—  Mongolian ij,  3j>4 

—  Tlas<  alan i,  282 

(;alendar-stone 1,  103.  116,  393;  11,  402 

California  circumnavigated  ...    il,  WQ 

Calmecac  school i,    70 

Calpulll,  or  tribes,  distribution 

Into 1,61,  mU. 

Camargo,     Dlogo    Mufios,    con- 
cerning Tlascalans 1,279,  iuite\ 

280,  mrte. 

—  concerning  age  of  Xlcotcncatl 

1,285,  lu^te. 

—  on  religion.^  of  Anahuae..  1,  320 

—  account  of  conviwslon  of  Tlas- 

calans      1.321,  mie. 

—  on  names  of  Indian  convert.'* 

—  concerning  Marina 1,32.1,  luie. 

-account  or II,    m 

—  on  conversion  of  Montczunni 

11.77,  ndU. 

—  concerning  .Mvanido 11,92,  ru<«. 

—  on  appeaninof!  of  8t,   James 

n,  \\\,ntU. 

—  on  entry  of  Cort<<«  Into  Tlas 

e4ila  11,  I1.^,   nrir. 

Campeaehy,  Bay  of 1,  ItWi.  |96 

Campeaehy,  Hetf  b'lnent  of  .  II,  407 

Canals  for  Irrigation..!,  I1I,*)I.S.'M,  .t4.0 

II,  l'."',  It>4 

—  InstiMid  of  streetH.   .  ..|,  a'>s,  ;ro 

—  In  gardenn  at  IztJipalapan  ^'t 

—  In  Mexh'o  • 

—  flllediip    I,  8HR:  11,78.868,  ;■  j 

—  fbr  trauMiKirtlnir  brigiinliuu*     li^S 


460 


INDEX. 


Canals  filled  with  dead  bodies . .  ii,  279 
Canary  Islands,  ship  from,  at 

Veracruz ii,  133 

Cannibalism i,  75,  79, 123, 195,  282 ; 

ii,  125,  note,  239,  252,  272,  392 

—  co-incidences  as  to ii,  392 

Cannon.   ,   1,188,202,289,291,338 

—  Mesa  placed  in  charge  of i  201 

—  landed  from  ships i,  201 

—  effect  of,  in  battle  of  Ceutla. .     i,  202 

—  mounted  on  Vera  Cmz  hillocks  i,  211 

—  effect  on  Aztecs i,  213 

—  effect  of,  on  Tlascalans i,  291 

—  effect  of,  in  Mexico i,  373 ; 

ii    52  92  228 

—  at  Lake  Tezcuco. . .  /.i,  435 ;'  ii,  214^  223 

—  sent  by  Velasquez i,  459 

—  atCempoalla  ii,    23 

—  turned  against  Narva ez ii,    26 

—  lost  in  retreat  from  Mexico 

ii,  90,  94,  97,  250 

—  for  attacking  Mexico ii,  142 

—  manufacture  of ii,313 

Cano,  Don  Thoan,  on  cause  of 

massacre  of  Aztecs      .ii,  40,  note. 

—  on  assault  on  Montezuma  ii,  62,  note. 

—  concerning  Montezuma. .  .ii,  79,  note. 

—  mentioned ii,  82,  note,  114,  note, 

115,  note,  435. 

—  on  number  of  Spaniards  slain  .   ii,  96 

—  on  marriage ii,  282,  note. 

—  concerning  Tecuichpo  .ii,  330.  note. 
Canoes. . .  .i,  358,  365,  391,  407,  411 ;  ii,  88. 

91,  166,  177,  181,  200,  220,  223 

—  from  Yucatan i,  195 

—  ambuscade  of ii,  247 

Cape  St.  Antonio 1, 185, 188 

Captives,  see  Christians  and  Prisoners. 

Carbajal,  Dr .ii,  307,  note,  427 

Cards i,  448 

ii,373 

Carli i,  45,  ncie,  104,  note,  113,  note ; 

ii,  882,  note. 

—  regarding   silk  and   feather- 

work i,  117,  note. 

—  on    consecrated     bread    an.d 

wine ii,  390,  note. 

—  on  burning  the  dead ii,  392,  note. 

—  in  regard  to  iron ii,  409,  note. 

Carpets i,  211 

Carreri,  Gemelli,  chart  of .  .11, 386,  not£. 

397,  note. 

Oaribbee  Islands i,  162 

Oasa  de  Contra tacion ij  1^1?  454 

Casa  del  Estado,  palace  of i,  374 

Casa,  Giovanni  della,  quoted.i,390,  note. 
Casas,   Fi'ancisco   de   las,    sent 

against  Olid ii,  324 

Casas  Grandes,  remains  at.ii,398,  note. 

Caste^  distinction  of i,  118 

Catahna,  see  Xuarez. 
Catalogue  of  Mexican  historians 

ij  87,  note. 

Catapult  constructed ii,  270 

Cathedrals i,  115,  370 ;  ii,  312 

Catherwood's  illustrations ii,  379 

Catholics  and  Protestants i,  205 

—  views  of,  as  to  infidels i,  342,  343 

Catoche,  cape i,  166 

Cattle,  want  of  draught.!,  116, 177,  393; 

ii,  30g 

—  imported  by  Cort6s i,  856 


Causeway  dividing  Chalco  and 

Xochicalco i,  360,  361 

—  three  at  Mexico i,  S69 

—  Tlacopan ii,    8B 

—  in  Xaltocan ii,  177 

—  see  Cojohuacan,  Iztapalapan, 

Tepejacac,  and  Tlacopan. 
Cavallero  insti'ucted  to  disman- 
tle ships  ii,   38 

Cavaliers i,  lai,  193 

Cavaliy i,  201 

—  Indian  ideas  respecting i,  203 

—  effect  of i,  301 

—  effect  of,  at  Mexico.ii,  56, 91.  93,100,230 
—loss  of,  in  retreat  from  Mexico  ii,    97 

—  at  battle  of  Otumba ii,  108 

—  at  Tlacopan ii,  179 

—  ambuscade ii,  183 

—  at  Xochimilco ii,  198 

—  see  Horses. 

Cavo  on  bigotry  of  Cort4s.  ii,  373,  note. 

Cedar  Groves ij  141, 142,  note. 

Cedarwood i ,  362 

Cement i,  278,  370,  390 

Cempoalla,  Indians  from i,  229,  235 

—  Cortes  at i,  287;  ii,  25 

—  cacique  of,  at  Chiahuitztla. . .    i,  240 

—  cacique  of,  aided  by  Cortes. .    i,  245 

—  religion  of  cacique  of i,  246 

—  destruction  of  idols  in i,  247 

—  Narva  ez  at i,  464 ;  ii,    23 

—  cacique  of ii,    28 

—  sick  and  wounded  left  at ii,   84 

—  small-pox  in ii,  131 

Cempoallan  allies i,  268,  364,  n<^. 

—  suffer  from  cold i,  ^ 

—  distrust  the  Cholulans i,  274 

—  four  sent  to  Tlascalans i,  274,  287 

—  fight  Tlascalans i,.  290 

—  enter  Cholula    i,  881 

—  detect  a  conspiracy i,  338 

—  depart i,  348 

—  at  Mexico  with  Cort6s i,  9^,  note ; 

ii,  43,  note,  69,  note,  289,  note. 

Censers 1, 180,  236 

Centaurs,   Spaniards   supposed 

to  be i,  203 

Central    America,   monuments 

in ii,  384 

Ceremonies,  religious i,    72 

—  Hindoo  marriage ii,  392,  note. 

Ceutla,  battleof i,  202,  303 

Chafing-dishes i,  898 

Chalcas i,  139,  ru/te;  ii,  190 

Chalchuites,  resembling  emer- 
alds      i,  226 

Chalchivitl,  a  green  stone i,  367 

ii,  86,  note. 

Chalco, ii,168, 184 

—  Cort6s  at ii,  190 

—  allies  to  meet  at ii,  215 

—  Sandoval  at ii,  216 

—  lake  of  1,116,858,360,412 

Challenges ii,  263 

Champollion . .  .i,  86,  99,  note. 

—  the  American ii,  405 

Chapoltepec,     destruction     of 

carvings  at i,  108,  note. 

—  residence  of  Mexican   mon- 

archs i,  854 

—  aqueducts  from.  1,  374,  389,  note,  392 

ii,219 


INDEX. 


461 


Chapoltepec,  meaning  of 1,392 

—  residence  of  Montezuma i,  396 

—  MoutezurnJi  buried  at.. ii,    83 

—  jujucduct  destroyed ii,  220 

Charles  V.  of  Spain 1,  160,  161 

—  discovery    at    beginning    of 

reign  of i,  162 

—  title i,  230,  note. 

—  Cort68'  first  letter  to.',  .i,  249,  luAe,  250 

—  discussion  before  on  the  civil- 

ization of  Indians 1,259 

—  Moiiteziiina's  gifts  to i,  443,  445 

—  treatment  of  envoys  of  Cor- 

t^'S... 1,454 

—  first  visit  to  Spain  after  acces- 

sion       i,  455 

—  confers  on  Velasquez  title  of 

adelantado i,  457 

—  Cort68'  second  letter  to.,  .ii,  134,  169 
--  absence  of ii,  208,  304,  361 

—  grant  to  Cortes  for  capturing 

Guateuiozin  ii,  281,  note. 

—  Cortes' third  letter  to ii,  303 

—  royal  fifth  sent  to ii,  304 

—  confirms  (Jort68  Governor  of 

New  Spain ii,  309 

—  (Jort6H'  fifth  letter  to  . ii,  326,  iuAe,  447 

—  appoints  a  juezde reside ncia . .    ii,  341 

—  letter  to  Cort4s ii,  342 

—  orders  Cort^iS  to  Spain ii,  343 

—  gives  audience  to  Cort68 Ii,  348 

—  honors  and  rewards  Cort6s..    ii,  349 

—  goes  t<j  Italy 11,352 

—  CortA^'  last  l(!tter  to Ii,  362,  4.50 

Charts,  hieroglyphical..  ..1,  126;  ii,  190 

—  of  the  Me.xican  gnlf i,  439 

—  of  (Jarreri  Ii,  386,  note ;  397,  iu)te. 

Chase,    Monteziunu's    fondness 

for  the 1,436 

Chastity,  injiuictions  to ii,  415 

Chess I,  223,  Ufrft;. 

Chiahnit/tla,  armada  sent  to  ..     1,  234 

—  ("ort^-s  at 1,  240 

Clilaniefta il,  358 

Chiupa,  ruins  In 11,402 

—  an  hlt<!Cture  of 11,  403 

—  Mi>^hop  of.     .SVe  Las  (^asas. 
ChiclMinccatl,   chl(^  of  Tlasca- 

lans 11,  174 

—  at  ( ;haho 11,  215 

—  fidelity  of 11,254 

Cbiclicinecs 1,  36,279,  lUttr;  ii,  398 

Chirfs 1,44,  lutte. 

Chlldn-n,  baptism  of. I,  67;  il,  3iK)   luAc. 

—  Hn<  rincf,  of   I,  76,  .TJ3 

—  dlHcipllneof 1,121 

—  trratnient  of,  by  Cort^    

i,  340;  11,222,  270 

—  Ht«'W  of,  for  .VIont<ZMUia.   i,  3'.>s,  iu>tr. 
Chiiii:tlp«)i)ocu,    third    king    of 

Mr.\.ico I,  79,  yutlr. 

Chinib<»ra/«)..   I,  ;J51,  tuitr. 

China,  coiirUTH  In I,  M,  tuttr. 

—  hlras  concerning  deity..  .1,  W,  imtr. 

—  .Icsnlts  In I,  'W,  ihilf. 

Chlnantla,  Mjjrars  from.. . .1,  466;  11.262 

—  alll<<H  from    I,  4«W 

Chln«se,  not  Inveutlvo I,  10l» 

—  Iarigna»;c  of,  and  the  OtomI        II.  3'.*'! 

—  Iron  among Il,  40y,  M(./» 

Chlviilry,  spirit  of,  lutroopii.il,  !".»".',  ■.'»<2 

—  lubpuln 11,  »« 


Chocolate. . .  .1,  52.  note,  112, 124,  899,  401 
Cholera,  a  veiled  by  the  Virgin 

Mary li,  99,  note. 

Cholula i,  282,  323,  327 

—  legends  concerning i,  64,  325,  327 

—  people  of i,  276,  326,  m/te. 

—  embassy  to  Cort6s  from i,  834 

—  description  of i,  326 

—  the  Holy  City  of  Anahuac i,  329 

—  human  sacrifices  in 1,329 

—  Spaniards  enter 1,331 

—  cleaniin(,'ss  of i,  332 

—  massacre  at 1,  887,  3:18 

—  potters  and  jewellers  of i,  404 

—  Velasquez  de  Leon  joins  Cor- 

tes at  ii,    15 

—  garrison  at,  killed 11,  127 

—  co-incidences  as  to  tower  of 

liabel  and  temple  of. ii,  386 

—  templeof ii,  386 

CholiUans,  character  of 1,  324,  327 

—  civilization  and  refinement  of    i,  326 

—  excel  in  mechanical  arts i,  327 

—  dress  of i,  ;i32 

—  conspiracy  of -    i,  ;J33 

—  aid  Cort^« 1,  3a5,  liSl 

—  number  slain i,  340 

—  ert()rts  to  convert i,  346 

—  defection  of i  i ,  254 

Christ  ian  captives 1,  1!>2,  195 

—  church,  creed  of i,  341 

—  names  given   to  Indian  con- 

verts.   1,  322,  Ui)te. 

Christianity,  Mexican  rites  not 

unlike  1,62,  67,  60,  416 

—  brought  to  Mexico i,    80 

—  measures  for  conversion   to. 

1,  163,  193,  205,  275,  320,  346.  412,  448 ; 
ii,  131,  137,318,  333 

—  embraced  by  natives  of  Cozu- 

mel 1,  194 

—  Las  Casas'  plan  to  convert  In- 

dians to 1,259 

-similarity     of    Quetyalcoatl'a 

ti'achintfs  to. 1,  827 

—  conquest    for    conversion    to 

1,341,342,  348 

—  duty  to  attempt  to  convert  to 

...., i,  342,  juit^ ,  3^13,  note. 

—  attempts  to    conv«rt   Monte- 

zuma to...l,  373,  375,  434,  448;  II,  76 

—  conviThlon    of    Maxixca    and 

Xlcotcncatl  to 11,131,137 

—  conversion  to,  object  of  Cor- 

fu's' expedition il,  144 

—  after  the  con«iueHt II.  312.  318 

Chronology t,  R7,  97,  880;  II.  Si« 

hurdles       1,139;  11,  W,  2»;7.  313 

Ij^arn  used  l)y  Aztees I,  12i 

iliiiaca,  Hiain  at  Otiimba....    ,     11,110 
liuatlan.  phonetic  sign  for.   ...      I.    rt6 

loa«-oatl,  live  and ll,8K7,  S»» 

irculating  me<lluinn 1,  118,  40t 

ltleH,dlvUl<.n  of I,    69 

Iflaltepetl,  Mt 1.2^4,  niie, 

Ivill/.atloM  and    reflnetnrnt   of 

A zf «««  M   I,  78,  laO,  378,  401 

—  of  Te/<"ueani 1,154 

-In  Yu«'Mfnt» 1,166 

of  'Ilnf*.  ill  ins   1.21^.2X2,318 

—  Bhown  l)y  IndiiiD  mannscriptM 

1|K2.  ruHe- 
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Civilization     and     refinement 

ofCholulans 1,326,327 

—  in  Iztapalapan. i,  362,  363 

—  origin  of  Mexican ii,  381,  384,  397 

Claudian  cited i,  351,  444,  note. 

Clavigero,  on  extent  of  Mexico 

...  i,  30,  rwte. 

—  on  Boturini's  authorities .  i,  34,  note. 

—  account  of i,    59 

—  on  Aztec  belief i,  <J3,  note. 

—  on  higti  priests i,  68,  note. 

—  catalogue   of  Mexican    histo- 

rians   i,  87,  note. 

—  on  fairs i,  95,  note. 

—  on  the  banana i.  Ill,  note. 

—  concerning  the  Tlascalans.i,279,  note. 
-=—  on  population  of  Tlascala i,  289 

—  on  form  and  size  of  Mexican 

temples i,  410,  note. 

^-  on  arms  of  Mexico ii,  215,  note 

—  on  siege  of  Mexico ii,  221,  note. 

—  on  food  of  lower  classes   of 

Aztecs ii,  260,  note. 

—  on  unburied  dead ii,  264,  note. 

—  on  the  flood ii,  386,  note. 

—  on  dialects ii,  396,  note. 

Cleanliness  of  Cholula i,  331 

Clemencin,  on  Spanish  curren- 
cy   i,  223,  note,  445,  note. 

Clement    VU.,    Pope,    jugglers 

given  to li,  345,  note. 

Climate i,  125 

Cloaks,  or  tilniatli i,  403 

Cloth,  cotton,  for  manuscripts.,    i,   89 

—  manufacture  of i,  117 

—  sent  to  Cortes  by  Montezuma 

i,  223,  237,  244,  313,  323,  347 

Coanaco,    rival    for     Tezcucan 

cro-wn ii,  150,  280 

—  puts  Spaniards  to  death ii,  150 

—  embassy  to  Cort6s ii,  151 

—  puts  his  brother  to  death ii,  151 

—  escapes  from  Tezcuco ii,  153 

Coatepec ii,  149 

Coat  of  arms  of  Mexico ii,  215,  note ; 

—  of  Montezuma . i,  371,  374 ;  ii,  215^  note. 

—  of  Nezahualcoyotl li,  420 

Coatzacualco,  river i,  440,  466, 

ii,33,325 

Cochineal. .  ,i,  52, 117,  269,  331,  405,  note; 

ii,320 

Cocotlan,  arrival  of  Spaniards  at 

i,  272,  note. 

—  architecture  of i,  273 

—  skulls  found  at ,    i,  273 

Code,  military ii,  144,  443 

—  ^S'ee  Laws. 

Codex,  Dresden ii,  405 

—  Telleriano-Remensis i,  77,  note, 

92,  note,  219,  note. 

Cofre  de  Perote,  a  volcano  .    i,  220,  271 
Cogolludo  on  ruins  in  America 

ii,  406,  note. 

Cojohuacan,  causeway  of. .  .i,  389,  note. 

—  occupied  by  Spaniards ii,  224 

Cojohuacan ii,  203,  224 

—  Olid  in  command  at ii,  216 

—  Cort^'  letter  from ii,  303 

—  Cortes'  residence  at.  ii,  2W,  Tiote,  343 

—  provisions  respecting,  m  Cor- 

tes' will ii,  363 

Cold,  soldiers  suffer  from. . .  .1,  350^  354 


871 
240 

161 
33 


Colhuacan,  city  of i,  817 ;  ii,  23i 

Colhuans i,  37,  note. 

Colim an  founded ii,  314 

Collar  of  shell  and  gold i. 

Collectors  of  tribute i, 

Colonial  administi'ution   under 

Charles  V i, 

Colonies,  settlement  of i,  163 ;  ii, 

Colonization    at    beginning    of 

reign  of  Charles  V i,  163 

—  not  attempted  by  Grijalva.  .1,168, 181 

—  Velasquez  receives  authoi»ity 

for i,  181,  note. 

—  attempted  by  Las  Casas.. .  .i,  259,  260 

—  plan  of,  at  Coatzacualco  .  .i,  440 ;  ii,  33 

—  attempted  by  Garay ii,  133 

—  at  Tepeaca ii,  133 

Color  used  in  dress  of  couriers.,    i,   54 

—  in  hieroglyphics i,    85 

—  indicating  tribes i,  296,  297 

—  green   a   favorite  color  with 

Aztecs 1,359,367 

—  vermilion  favorite  of    Egyp- 

tians  ii,  403,  note. 

Columbus,  Christopher.. i,  63,  mjte,  164 
456:  11,345 

—  Diego i,  164 

—  Ferdinand i,  169,  note. 

Comets .    i,  219 

Commission.    See  Hieronymite 

Commission. 
Communication   with   different 

parts  of  the  country i ,    53 

Communion,  Aztec. :   11,389 

—  Roman  Catholic 1,  205,  286 

'*  Companions,"  the  nine, .  .1, 100,  note. 
Compostella,  Castilian  c6rtes  at    i,  45§ 

Concubines 1,  143 ;  ii,  434 

Confectionery,  Aztec i,  406 

Confession  among  Aztecs 1,   69 

—  among  Tartars ii,  392,  note. 

Conquerors,  distribution  of  In- 
dians among 1,  163 

Conquests  not  always  divided  i,52,7iot« 

Conquest,  right  of i,  341,  343,  499; 

11,288 

Conspiracy  against  Cort6s  .    i  253,  264 ; 
ii,  209,  329 

—  of  Cholulans 1,  833 

Constant,  Benjamin i,  101,  note. 

Constantine,  sacred  banner  of 

i,  186,  not«. 

Continency  of  Aguilar i.  195, 196 

Convents,  St.  Francis i,270 ;  ii,  840 

—  Franciscan  at  Tezcuco i,  392 

—  in-Mexico ii,  812,  .-9« 

—  Cortes   and  Columbus  at  La 

Rablda  in  Spain ii,  345,  c  \  J 

—  founded  by  Petro  de  Qante  . .  ii,  8J  i 
Conversion,  Las  Casas  on  forced 

..  .  i,  194,  note. 

—  Moslem  method  of i,  275 

—  object  of  the  Spaniards ii,  144 

Cook,  Captain ii,  388,  note. 

Cooking  amon^  the  Aztecs,    i,  123,  398, 

Cooper,  J.  Fenimore Uj  72,  note. 

Copal,  tinbute  of i,  62,  nott. 

Copalco,  Montezuma  said  to  be 

buried  at ii,   SB 

Copan,  city  of ii,  38B 

Copper i,  ^ 

il> 
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Copper,  lances  tipped  with,  or- 
dered  by    Coi't^s i,  466 

—  chisels ii,  402 

Cordillera  Mountains....!,  32,  112,  234, 

272,  2«1;  ii,  402 

Cordova,  Hernandez  de i,  165 

—  transportJition  of  vessels  by 

ii,  176,  note. 

—  di.scovers  Bay  of  Campeachy    i,  166 

—  death.of i,  166 

Cora  language ii,  398,  note. 

Corn.     Set  Indian  Com. 

Coronation  ceiernony i,    43 

Corral,  ensign ii,  192 

—  rescue  of ii,  247 

Cort^H,  Hernando i,    77 

—  selected  by  Velasquez  for  an 

expedition i,  169 

—  bi  rth  and  gi^nealogy i ,  170 

—  sails  for  Hispanioia i,  172;  ii,  ;i"j3 

—  goes  to  Cuba i.  173 ;  ii,  339 

—  marriage  to  Catalina  Xuarez 

i,  174,  176,  178 

—  difflculties  with  Velasquez  i,  174,  175 

—  appointed  Governor  of  Cuba,     i,  174 

—  iinprisonimiut  and  escape. i,  175, 176 

—  sent  to  Hispaniola  for  trial. . .     i,  176 

—  reconciliation  with  Velas(piez     i,  177 

—  receives    repartimiento  of  In- 

dians      i,  177 

—  made  alcalde  of  St.  Jago.       .     i,  177 

—  made  Captain-general.  ..i,  178;  ii,.'i51 

—  zeal  in  litting  out  the  fleet.. i,  179,  180 

—  instructions  fi'ora   Velascpiez 

i,  180;  li,  423 

—  barter,  the  object  of  his  expe- 

(rition    1,181 

—  secret  embarkation i,  1H3 

—  measures  for  equipment.  ..i,  183,  185 

—  seizes  trading  vessels i,  185 

—  account  of i,  186;  ii,  368,375 

—  baunor  of i,  1)S6 

—  strength  of  Ills  fleet i,  188 

—  address  to  his  soldiers i,  iH9 ; 

li,  2t>,  107,  118,  142,  216 

—  r«;acheH  (Jozumel i,  191 

—  zeal  to  liberate  Christian  cap- 

tives      i,  15>2 

—  zeul   to  convert  the  natives. . . 

I,  193,  194;  ii,  318 

^at  Tabasco i,  197,  !9«.» 

—  t4iU«;H  command  of  the  cavalry    i,  201 

—  nn»tructloii»  to  his  soldiers   .. 

i    2o;{,  2HS,  295 ;  II,  107 

—  rcleasrs  two  chiefs  taken  prls- 

oruM-s 1,  204 

—  twenty    fenuilo    slaves     pre- 

sented to i,  204,  246 

—  first  meeting  with  the  A«t«!cs 

1,204,  20H„2I0 

-Interview  with TeiiliMlle I.  212 

—  deuiand  to 'irr  Montezuma  1,212,224 

—  girt  to  Moiifr/iiina 1,212,  213,  224 

—  condition    of    Mexico  on    iir- 

rival  of I,2IH 

—  embasHy  fi-om  Motiteznma  . 

I,  22*2,  «44,  313,  347,  S.VI 

—  oinbiiHsy  returns  to  1, 225 

—  rei)|y   to  liJM  Hrrond  mcHHage 

|4>  Montr/.  I  una     i,  22<t 

—  flrHt  kiiowliduf  as  to  the  con- 

(llUou  uf  Muxlco ^^'i^  \ 


I  Coitus,  Hernando,  orders  fleet 

!  to  return  to  Cuba i,  23# 

—  resigns  and  is  re-appointed. .     i,  232 

—  influence  of.     i,  233,  249.  256,  447,  462 ; 

ii,  29,  95,  146,  212,  370 

—  accused  of  being  possessed  of 

the  Devil i,  233,  note. 

—  supplied  with  food  by  the  To- 

tonacs  i ,  285 

—  interview  with  Aztec  envoys 

i,235,  236 

—  reception  of,  at  Cempoalla. . . 
1,237;  ii,    25 

—  visits  the  cacique  of  Cempo- 

alla      i,23g 

—  second  letter  to  Emperor. i,  238,  mite 

251,  niiic\  ii,  134,  169 

—  commands  the  arrest  of  ttix- 

coiiectors i,  240 

—  policy    with    Totonacs     and 

Montezuma i,  241 

—  aids  the  cacique  of  Cempoalla    i,  245 

—  reconciles  the  Totonacs i,  245 

—  hangs  Moila  i,  245 

—  orders  destruction  of  idols  at 

Cempoalla      i,  247 

—  dispatches  to  Spain i,  249,  2.>0,  -252 

—  sends  Montejoand  Puertocar- 

rero  to  Spain i,  252 

—  punishes  tlic  conspirators  ...     i,  254 

—  destroys  the  fleet  . . .  i,  255,  257 ;  i i .  .33 

—  secures  recruit^s i,  268.  287 

—  arrives  at  Cocotlan i,  273 

—  vigilance  of . .   i,  275,  287,  302,  319,  349, 

372,425,453:  11,51,149 

—  mardi  to  TIascala i,  276,  2S6 

—  called  the  Cowiueror i ,  286 

—  sends  embassy  toTlascahi. .  i,  277, 293 

301,  303 

—  at  con  flues  of  TIascala i,  286 

—  meets  Tlascalan  envoys i,  287 

—  atUicked  by  Tlascalans,  i,  288,  2S9,  290 

—  nnikes  a  foray i,  2'.»3,  2*94,  306 

—  policy  with  Tlascalans i,  2l>4 

—  triumpliant  at  battle  of  TIas- 

cala      i,  300 

—  Ill  with  fever 1,306; 

11,  116,3,39,349 

—  rtMuonstranco     with,    by    soi- 

<liers i,  307   .'W8;    II,  117 

—  Tlascalan  spies  punishou  by.     1,  310 

—  receivi's  Xicotencatl 1,311 

—  Montezuma  discouniges  visit 

to  -Me.vico i,  313 

—  callecl   .Malinclie 1.32:1,371 

—  rix'cives  einl)aMslrs  from  Ixtl- 

il.iocliitl  and  Cliolula. . .  1,  324.  325 

—  massacre  at  I'iiolula i,  :i>{7,  :i3ll 

—  forbids  wanton  Injurlos  . .  .1,  ft40.  .'i44 

—  Hen<lH  letter  to  Vum  Crux...      1,  M» 

—  l(>aves  (holulii   1,349 

—  encourages     dlHatToctlon     of 

AzUhs I,  8M 

_  rtH,  i> .  u  t..v  ii.fion  fixim  Mou- 
lt Mexico...     1,8S9 

—  n  r.  na I,  3M 

—  riH-fiviMl  by  iailllahuu 1,  dtH 

—  entrance  Into  Mexico  1,364 

—  greeted  by  A/.t*^'  chlvfH t,  366 

—  Monle/.uma  vliiltM I,  366,  368,371 

—  quarter-*  of  1,  .T7I 

—  vl8iU»  Montuxutua 1,374 
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Oort^s,  Hernando,  descendants 

of,  now  in  Mexico. .  .i.  374:  ii, 312 
See  Monteleone. 

—  visits  the  market  1,  404 

—  visits  the  great  temple 1,  408,  410 

—  chapel  granted  to i,  416 

—  discovers  hidden  treasure..!,  416, 417 

—  Montezuma  offers  his  daugh- 

ter to,  for  a  wife i,  422 

—  seizure  of  Montezimaa i,  423,  424 

—  sentences    Quauhpopoca     to 

death i,  426 

—  fetters  Montezuma i,  427 

—  fetters  Cacama i,  438 

—  offers  to  resign  his  share  of 

the  spoil i,  447 

—  demands  the  great  temple  for 

Christian  worship i,  448 

—  threatened  for  profaning  tem- 

ples       i,  451 

—  informed  of  Nai-vaez's  arrival,  i,  462 

—  reception  of  envoys  of  Nar- 

vaez i,  463 

—  sends     Olmedo    to    Narvaez 

with  letter i,  463 

—  instructions  to  Alvarado  con- 

cerning Montezuma 1,466 

—  parting  with  Montezuma  ...     i,  467 

—  marches  against  Narvaez    . .  i,  467; 

ii,  15-18 

—  meets  de  Leon  at  Cholula ii,    15 

-  letter  to,  from  Narvaez ii,    16 

-  joined  by  Sandovol  and  Tobil- 

los ii,    17 

—  strength  of  army  .ii,  17, 35,  43, 142,  214 

—  met  by  Guevara  and  Duero. .   ii,    18 

—  summons  Narvaez  to  submit,   ii,    20 

—  assaults  and  defeats  Narvaez. ii,  21 ,26 

—  ti-eatmeut  of  Narvaez ii,    28 

—  returns  to  Mexico ii,    34 

—  re-enters  Mexico ii,   38 

—  ill-humor  of ii,    43 

—  reception  of  Montezuma ii,    43 

—  releases  Cuitlahua ii,   44 

—  rehorses  Duero ii,    58 

—  wounded. . .  .ii,  59,  64,  75, 102,  109,  115, 

198,  246 

—  storms  the  great  temple ii,    65 

—  addresses  Aztecs ii,   68 

—  invents  the  manta ii,    72 

—  bravery  of ii ,    74 

—  leap ii,  75, 7iote. 

—  Montezuma's   last   conversa- 

tion with ii,    77 

—  respect  for  memory  of  Mon- 

tezuma    ii,    83 

—  decides  to  leave  Mexico ii,    84 

—  arrangement  for  retreat  from 

Mexico ii,    86 

—  review  of  his  army  at  Popotla  ii,    93 

—  loss  of  Diary ii,    97 

--  kills     Cihuaca    at   battle    of 

Otumba ii,  110 

—  at  Tiascala ii,  115 

—  expedition     agjiinst     Tepea- 

cans 11,125 

—  established  at  Tepeaca ii,  126 

—  at  Itzocan ii,  129 

—  authority  of .  ii,  180 

—  plans  for  recovery  of  Mexico  ii,  130 

—  plants  colony  at  Tepeaca — .   ii,  133 

-  despatches  to  St.  Doming^a . .  il,  136 


Cortes,  Hernando,  tritimphal  re- 
turn to  Tiascala ii,  1317 

—  address  to  his  Indian  allies  . .   ii,  144 

—  embassy  from  Coanaco  to ii,  151 

—  enters  Tezcuco ii,  152 

—  appoints  Tecocol  cacique  of 

Tezcuco ,. ii,  153 

—  mission  to  Guatemozin      ii,  164,  171 

—  reconciles  Indian  allies ii,  170 

—  reception   of   brigantines    at 

Tezcuco ii,  175 

—  reconnoitres  capital. .  .11, 177, 190,  203 

—  seized  and  rescued ii,  198,  247 

—  at  Xochimilco ii,  20P 

—  orders     of,    concerning    his 

bones ii,  203,  note,  364 

—  dejected ii,  205 

—  conspii'acy  against.  .1,  253 ;  ii,  209,  329 

—  proceedings  against,  in  Spain 

ii,  208,  304,  307,  341 

—  body-guard  of ii,  213 

—  makes     three     divisions    of 

forces ii,  216 

—  at  Iztapalapan  with  fleet ii,  222 

—  at  Xoloc ii,  224 

—  movements  on  causeway ii,  227 

—  demolishes  buildings ii,  227,  233, 

258,  262,  401 

—  proffers  to  Guatemozin. .  .ii,  240,  260, 

273,  278 

—  reconnoitres  Alderete's  route  ii,  244 

—  anxiety  regarding ii,  249 

—  gives  command  to  Sandoval,   ii,  250 

—  entei'S  the  tianguez ii,  268,  269 

—  last  assault  of ii,  278 

—  receives  Guatemozin ii,  2S1 

—  delivers    Guatemozin   to   be 

tortured ii,  300 

—  sends  detachments  to  Pacific 

Ocean ii,  301 

—  rebuilds  Mexico ii,  302,  308,  312 

—  third  letter  to  emperor ii,  803 

—  made  governor  of  New  Spain,   ii,  309 

—  reception  of  commission.     . .   ii,  311 

—  palace  of ii,  312,  356 

—  founds  settlements ii,  814 

—  code  of  ordinances  by . . .  .ii,  144,  315, 

note,  317,  note,  443 

—  wife  of,  goes  to  New  Spain. . .   ii,  316 

—  death  of  his  wife ii,  317 

—  scruples  as  to  slavery ii,  316,  364 

—  condition  as  to  grants  of  lai.\d  ii,  320 

—  policy  as  to  agriculture ii,  320 

—  plans  for  discovery ii,  321,  823 

—  expeditions  of ii,  321,  336,  357,  359 

—  looks  into  resources  of  coun- 

try  ii,  322,  324,  337 

—  sends  las  Casas  against  Olid.   ii.  324 

—  goes  to  Honduras ii ,  82S 

—  fifth  letter  of ii,  326,  note,  447 

—  executes  Guatemozin ii,  329 

—  atTruxillo ii,  836 

—  triumphal  return  to  Mexico.,   ii,  340 

—  superseded  by  a  juez  de  resi- 

(lencia ii,  341 

—  ordered  from  Mexico ii,  342 

—  urged  to  assert  his  authority 

ii,  342,  344 

—  goes  to  Spain ii,  344,  360 

—  meets  Pizarro ii,  345 

—  arrival  in  Spain ii,  845.  347 

—  interview  with  emperor ii,  848 
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Cort68,    Hernando,    made  Mar- 
quess of  Ouxaca ii,  349 

—  second  uiuriiHije  of ii,  351 

—  return  to  N<;w  Spain Ii,  353 

—  ucciiriud  of  iiiuiaering  his  first 

wire ii,  .'i54 

—  at  T(,'ZCMic<) i i ,  355 

—  retires  to  (Jtiernavaca ii,  350 

—  wrecked   ii,  35,S,  361 

—  joins  oxjiedition  to  Algiers.       ii,  361 

—  luBt  letter  to  tlie  einpeior..ii,  302,  450 

—  will  of li,  363 

—  death  of. . .    ii,  365,  453 

—  children  of ii,  367 

—  bigotry  of ii,  373,  note. 

Cortt'S,  Don  Luis ii,  360,  367 

CorU'-s,  Don  Martin i,455;  ii,  307 

—  death  of ii,  344 

Cortes.    Don     Martin,    son     of 

Marina   i,200;  ii,  334,  367 

Cortes,  Don  Martin,  son  of  Cor- 

tCs  Ijy  second  marriage,  ii,  360,  367 

—  wrecked ii,  361 

—  provision  for ii,  363 

—  present  at  liis  father's  death,    ii,  365 

—  persecution  of ii,  367 

Cortes,  tlie  .Mexican i,  '222 

Conina         i,  456 

Cosmogony,      Humboldt,     con- 
cerning  i,  ^-^j  note. 

Cotton  for  tribute i,  52,  mAe. 

—  clotii  used  for  manuscripts. . .     i,    89 

—  in  Havana i,  186 

—  presented  to  Cortes. .  .1,  212,  237,  244, 

313,  323,  347 

Cotton  dresses .   .     i,    52 

—  of  chiefs i,  204 

—  sent  to  Coit6s  by  Mont«zuma 

1,223,347,373 

—  mall,  or  jackt^ts  rjuiltrd  witli 

cotton..!,  55,  1H6,  202,  271,  2i»S,  40<); 
ii,  17,53,  106,  143 

—  shields  and  bucklei-s i,  297 

—  tapestry i,  362,  371,  375 

Coun<ril  of  llnance 1,120,  133 

—  of  Justice i,  13.3 

—  of  music 1,  13.3 

—  of  stJite 1,  133 

—  of  war 1,1.33 

Council  of  the  Indies 1,161;  11,208 

—  ordinances  by 11,208,  305 

—  reeeplion  of  Cort^B  by il,  361 

Couriers 1, 88,  10<^  .'154,  .Sin) 

—  in  China i,  •"•I,  nutc. 

—  In  I'ersla     1,  51,  luAc. 

Courts,  Mexican 1,45,47,48 

,— of  uieichantH 1,  120 

—  Te/.cue;iu I    KW 

—  at  the  .Mexican  market 1  408 

Coxcox  survived  the  deluge  ...    U,  .'tsi; 
Co/.umel,  Island  of I,  167.  I'.M 

—  croHS II,  ."W.J,  nUc. 

Craw-flub,  Hhell   of,    prized    by 

Indians 1,371 

Creed  of  Cast  Ulan  knigtits     . .         I.  19H 
(y'reuwitlon  of  the  rich . .   t,  67,  almt  wde. 

Crimes,  nuntshuient  of i,    49 

C'roTOcH  In  Yucatiin I,  166 

—  In  Cozumel i,  IW ;  11.  880,  lutle. 

—  frecpieney  of I.W;  11,888 

—  ereetlon  of.  lit  Niiullnco.  1,271 

—  raising  ttt  Cooot  Ian 1,978 


Crosses  erected  at  Tlascala i,  328 

—  at  Cholula  1,  346 

—  atMexico i,  412,  449;  ii,  66 

—  erected  by  Spaniards  at  Cem- 

poalla     ii,    24 

—  pulled  down ii,  67,  229 

—  erected  by  Spaniards ii ,  327 

—  Cruz  del  Slarqnes ii,  197 

—  antiquity  of,  among  Pagans  .    li,  3iK) 

Crusades,  Aztec i,    54 

Cruz  del  Marques ii,  1'.'7 

Cuba i,  164 

—  gold  in  1,  J»i5 

—  expedition  from,  to  Yucatim..     i,  166 

—  Cort6s  in i,177;  ii,  339 

—  propositions    in  amiy  to  re- 

turn to i,228,  230;  ii,  117,  132 

—  CortC'S'  emissaiies  land  at i ,  252 

—  Las  Casas'  labors  in i,  258 

—  Cort<''S'  apprehensions  from.,     i,  318 

—  sailing  of  Narvaez'  fleet  from    i,  459 

—  return  of  some  to ii,  132 

—  supplies  from ii,  386 

—  See  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  and  Ve- 

lasquez. 

Cucuzca 1,  439,  note. 

Cuernuvaca ii,  194 

—  c:il)ture  of ii,  196 

—  embassy  from ii,  287 

—  Cort^'S  at ii,  356 

Cuicuitzca,    appointed   king   of 

Tezcuco i,  489;  ii,  1.50 

—  returns   to   Tezcueo,   and    is 

killed 11.  151 

Cuitlalnia,  lord  of  Lztapulapau..     i,  357 

—  accompanh's  Montezuma.  i,  .367 

—  enteiiuins  Cort6s i,  362;  ii,  166 

—  released  by  Cortes  and  chosen 

successor  to  Montezunni.. 
ii,  44,  60,  notr,  121 

—  ai*ouses  Aztecs  agiiinst  Span- 

lards II,  10<),  121 

—  dies  of  small-pox li,  131,  1.39 

—  succeeded  by  Guatemozin  .       li,  141 
Cuitlahuae 1,  361 ;  11,  288,  fu>U. 

—  fishermen  of i.  404 

('Tilinary  science  of  Attecs..  .1,  123,  .398 
Currency 1,  1  IS,  408 

—  Sniinlsh 1,223,  votr. 

Cyilcs,  Aztec 1,96,  m<<;  !I,.Hk'.,  :m 

—  Fei-sian 1,  96,  iiirfr. 

—  Ktruscan ii  ^'  ""''■• 

—  beginning  of  the  A«tee..l,  97.  n44f.  5H 

—  wheels  of. 1.  S**-*,  nU^ 

—  festival  at  termination  of  tne 

great I,  104 

Cy press 1,  854,  896 ;  II.  3l»7 

—  Cort/* I.  278 


Dances 


i.  194 


Dant«',  ((uotcd. .  ..1,  ftfi,  66,  nolr.7!^,  »nrfi , 

i42.  ntitf. 

Darlrn,  Isthmus  of,  croftHed I.  161 

--  colony  ut 1,  1»W,  1«.*5 

-^  Ovlixlont 11,  176,  n(4f. 

DatTH,  Mexican     i.    98 

I>nughteni,  counseU  to 1,121; 

II,  418,  fiirfr. 

Dayw.  Ar.trc  firrungoment  of  1,    96 

-  hleroglyphlcf*  for 1,96;  11.  SW 

—  utilnrky  1,  96.  96,  mJr,  I0« 

—  clTll,  dirlBi^^of 1.  104,  not4 
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Dead,  buried i,  67,  Twte. 

—  burnt i,  67, 153 ;  ii,  393 

—  carried  off  in  battle i,  291,  298 

—  Spanish,  buried 1,  300 

—  in   streets  of  Mexico  during 

siege ii,  264,  272 

—  canals  filled  with ii,  279 

—  co-incidences  as  to  obsequies 

of  the ii,  392 

Deatii,  penalty  for  usurpation.,     i,    45 

—  judges  punished  with i,    47 

. —  sentence  pronounced  in  Tez- 

cuco i,    48 

—  soldiers  punished  by i,   56 

—  a  Tezcucan  prince   puts  his 

two  sons  to i,  56 

—  mendacity  punished  by i,  133 

—  u  penalty ii,  146 

4>ct;r i,  234 

Defaulters  liable  to  slavery i,  53 ; 

ii,  434 

Deities,  festivals  to i,  62,  73 

—  Aztec i,  63,  78,  412,  413 

—  unity  and  plurality  of  —  i,  63,  note. 

—  Huitzilopotchli,  the  Mexican 

god  of  war i,    63 

—  Quetzalcoatl,  god  of  the  air. .     i,    64 

—  Penates  or  household  gods,  i,  65, 105 

—  Tezcatlipoca i,  73,  413 

—  presiding  over  agriculture. . .    i,  110 

—  Tiascalan i,  282 

—  images  of i,  115,  411,  413 

—  See     Huitzilopotchli,     Idols, 

Quetzalcoatl.  and   Tezcat- 
lipoca. 
Delafield's  Antiquities,  map  in  . 

ii,  397,  note. 

Deluge,  tradition  concerning  ..    ii,  385 
Denon,     concerning     Egyptian 

temples i  83,  ?j6fe. 

—  on  Egyptian  pyramids,  ii,  103,  note. 
Devil,  Mexican i,  63,  note,  77,  note. 

—  Cortes  possessed  of  a i,  233,  nvte. 

—  Solis  in  regard  to  the. . . .ii,  256,  note. 

—  delusion  of  the  Aztecs ii,  392 

Dial  used  by  Aztecs  i,  103 

Dialects i,  94,  282 ;  ii,  396,  note,  399 

Diary  of  Cortes  lost ii,    97 

Diaz,  Bernal  .  .i,  165,  note,  167,  /tote,  203, 

note,  223,  note,  232,  note,  307,  note ; 
ii,  114,  note,  205,  note,  206 

—  on  meaning  of  Yucatan  .  .i,  166,  note. 
_-  on  strength  of  Cortes'  army  . . 

i,  188,  note;  ii,  35,  note. 

—  on  the  name  "  vera  Cruz  ".i,  231  note. 
^  on  destruction  of  the  fleet  i,  257,  note. 

—  on  skulls i,  273 

—  on  death i,  294 

—  on  Spaniards  killed i,  300,  note. 

—  on    the    punishment    of    the 

spies  i,  310,  note. 

—  on  the  ferocity  of  the  Mexi- 

cans   ii,  58,  note. 

—  on  death  of  Montezuma ii,    78 

—  errors  of i,  323,  note;  ii,  97,  note. 

—  on  the  massacre  at  Cholula. . . 

i,  341,  note. 

—  on  floating  gardens i,  360,  note. 

—  on  snakes i,  395,  note. 

—  on  Montezuma's  meals. .  .i,  398,  note. 

—  on  the  great  temple i,  410,  note. 

—  on  the  treasure  of  Montezuma .  1.  417 


Diaz,  Bemal,  on  the  seizure  of 

Montezuma,  .i,  420,  note,  430,  ncti. 

—  concerning  the  vessels. .  i,  452,  nott 

—  on  vigilance  of  Spaniards.!,  453,  Twtfc. 

—  on  Cortes'  treatment  of  Gue- 

vara        :,  463,  n(A.e. 

—  on  massacre  by  Alvarado ii,    40 

—  on  meaning  of  Tcuces.. .  ii,  100,  note 

—  on  battle  or  Otuniba ii.  111,  note. 

—  on  capture  of  Mexican  camp . 

ii,  128,  note. 

—  account  of ii,  156 

—  on  Guatemozin's  army . .ii,  186,  note. 

—  cmj  rescue  of  Cortes ii,  198,  m.te. 

—  m.  sacrifice  of  Spaniards .  ii,  202,  note. 

—  on   defection  of  Xicotencatl. 

ii,  217,  note. 

—  on  incessant  toil  of  soldiers. .   ii,  235 

—  on  wounded  soldiers ii,  239,  note. 

—  on  horn  of  Guatemozin.  .ii,  245,  note. 

—  concerning  Olea ii,  246,  note. 

—  on  Sandoval's  horse ii,  249,  note. 

—  on  value  of  horses ii,  250,  note. 

—  on  number  of  dead  Aztecs.        ii,  272 

—  on  Guatemozin ii,  281,  note. 

—  on  number  killed  in  Mexico . . 

ii,  285,  note. 

—  accompanies  Cortes  to    Hon- 

duras   ii,  325,  note. 

—  on  execution  of  Guatemozin. 

ii,  329,  331 

—  concerning  Cort6s ii,  370,  374 

Diaz,  Juan,  the  licentiate,  efforts 

to  convert  natives i,  193,  434 

—  conspiracy  of . .  i,  253  254 

—  performs  mass  in  great  tem- 

ple  i,  417,  449 

Dice  prohibited ii,  145,  375 

Diego  occupies  Cuba i,  164 

Dikes i,  360,  389 

—  opened  on  Spaniards  at  Izta- 

palapan Ii,  166 

—  See  Causeways  and  Breaches. 

Diodorus,  quoted i,  140,  note. 

Discipline,  military i,    56 

—  monastic i,    70 

Discovery i,  109,  161 ;  ii,  135 

—  under  Charles  V i,  162 

—  Catholic  and  Protestant  views 

as  to i,  342,  343,  note. 

—  imder  Cortes ii,  302,  314,  321,  323, 

357,  359 

Dishes  of  Montezuma  . ..  i,  398;  ii,  433 

Divine  book  of  Aztecs i,93,  wXe. 

Divorces i,    50 

Dogs 1,274,287 

—  blooi -hounds    not     used     in 

Mexico ii,  28t 

Dominican  friars.. i,  163,  259,  260:  ii,  188 
Dona,  title  given  to  Marina. i,  238,  note. 
Doors  and  windows,  substitutes 

for i,  318 

Dowry  for  Montezuma's  daugh- 
ter  ii,  62,  note. 

Dove,  on  the  topmast i,  172 

—  co-incidences  as  to  Noah's ii,  386 

Drain  of  Huehuetoca i,  388 

Draught  cattle,  want  of .  .i,  116, 177,  393 ; 

ii,  303 

Drawbridges,  Mexican..!,  336,  389,  418; 

ii,    46 

Dresden  Codex.  .  .1.91,  92,  note;  ii.  405 
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DreM  of  Aztec  warriors 1, 55 ;  ii,  65 

—  Indians',    embroidered    with 

an  owl 1,63,  note. 

—  of  Montezuma 1,367,397:  ii,  60 

—  of  Mexicans 1,404;  ii,  55,    90 

—  of  Indian  ailies ii,  143 

—  of  the  Totonacs i, '236 

—  of  Tlascalan  waiTiors 1,  296 

-of  Cholulans. h^^'^ 

-  of  Aztec  chiefs i,  366 

Drought,  sacrifices  in  season  of.    i,   75 

—  at  Tezcuco  i,  382 

Drum,    the   great   Mexican,   of 

serpent  skins i,  411 ;  ii,  88,  251 

—  Tlascalun i,  289 

Ducat,  value  of i,  223,  tmU. 

Duero,  Andres  de .i,  178,  183 

—  letter  to,  from  Cort68 i ,  463 

•-  in  Narvaez's  armada i,  464 

—  meets  Cortes ii,    18 

-- to  share  in  profits ii,    20 

—  at  (Jempoiillu ii,    -8 

^  unhorsed i  i ,   58 

-remonstrates  with  Cortes...    ii,  118 

—  returns  to  Cuba ii,  232 

—  in     Spain,    sustaining   Velas- 

quez   ii,  132 

i)upaix i,  103,  m>U;. 

—  on  Mexican  tools  11,402,  Turf«,403,ti<>tr,. 

—  on  antediluvian  buildings. ii,  40t),n<>t<'. 
Du  Ponceau,  P.S.,  on  Indian  dia- 
lects      ii,396 

Dwarfs 1,397;  ii,  432 

Dyes  and  dyewoods.  i,  117,  196;  li,  403 

Eagle,  golden,  heraldic  device. 

1.  396,  oteo  Tjoff . 

Earthenware,  Aztec i,  116 

Karthfiiiake,  sign  for        i,    86 

Kbding,  collection  of  maps  by  . . 

ii,  326,  mAr. 

Kclii)i»eH,  Aztec  knowledge  of .  .  i,  103 
Kdueatloti,  \'/Ae.c .1,  69,  121.  415 

—  In  hierof^iyphical  painting.  . .     i,    88 

—  the  council  of  music  really  a 

ix>ard  of i,  134 

—  of  the  children  of  the  Tezcu- 

<;anking...       1,140 

Egyptians,  txiinplea  of i,  83,  n*A.r. 

—  Hkilled  lnhleroglyphlc«.i,84,92,n(»^»'. 
'-  text   I,    m 

—  Hothic  perlo<l  of i,  100,  mir. 

—  nddreHHPs  to  their  kings    i»y 

priest* i,  140,  n«rff . 

—  pyramids 11,  10.3,  ntAe. 

—  nyiuhols 11,  31K),  fu»/r. 

—  euMtoin  of 11,  JWft,  mir. 

—  Iron  used  by 11,  403 

—  seiiipfnr,) 11.404 

Kll/Mhfth,  ipieen,  taut*  for  droMs.  I,  3H7 
Kliililimtoue,  W.,on  niylholoKV 

\\m,  tuilr. 

KiubartHy    from    Montezuma   to 

(;ort/« 1,  i^,  S-iS,  »46,  356 

—  meet  ('ort^ 1 ,  319 

KmnaldH i,  22ti,  2lHi,  :U\1 

—  worn  l)y  Montoffuraa It,    M 

—  worn  by  A7.t<'e  clilnfM.  ..   11,  143 

—  rt«;nt  to  rimrU's  V II,  :U>4 

—  taken  t4»  ypjiiii  hy  ('ortM     .    .    II,  'Mb 
Kivi'ii  by  l'<)rl/M«  t«)  Ills  wife.       II.  'X't\ 

lliuiperor 1,49,  1511 


Entertainments,  Mexican 1, 12i 

Envoys,  treatment  of i,  804,  464 

Era,  Mexican i,    y6 

Ercilla,  quoted. . .  ii,  100,  note,  109,  note. 
Escalante,  Juan  de 1,  J67 

—  forces  intrusted  to i,  269,  420 

—  instructions  to,  from  Cboltila.    i,  848 

—  treachery  towards 1,  430 

—  death  of i,  421 

Escobar,  a  page 1,  232 

—  ordered  to  set  fire  to  the  greet 

temple li,   64 

Escndero,  Juan 1, 176 

—  execution  of i,  354 

Estates  of  Aztec  nobles i,   44 

Estrada,  Maria  dt! ii,    00 

Estrada,  royal  commissioner. . .    U,  343 

—  juez  dr.  reMdnuia ii,  344 

Eatrella's  work  cited  1, 164,  ?iot^, 

174, 7iote,  177   note. 

—  account  of  his  manuscript. .   . 

1,190,  note. 

Etruscans,  cycles  of  the i,  97,  luiie. 

Eucharist,  rite  analogous  to  the.   ii,  389 

Euripides  quoted ii,  591,  noie. 

Eve  and  Cioaooutl    i  1,387 

Everett,  Edward,  on  Aboriginal 

civilization Ti,  408,  ndU. 

Fairs,  or  market  days,  i,  95,118,SI)i,407 
Falseliood  a  capital  ollence.  ..  i.  133 
Famine  in  Me.Tico i,  110,  111  ruAc, 

. . . .  ii,  238,  241,  265,  259,  264,  i7l,  336 

Fanega,  weiglit  of  the 1,  137,  tio/e. 

Fans  sent  by  Montezuma. i,223,250,not«. 

Farfan  seizes  Narvaez ii,    26 

Fast  of  Nezahualcoyotl 1,  147 

Fejitherwork  mantles  for  tribute 

1, 62,  luite 

—  woni  by  warriors 1,55;  il,. *>.'>,  148 

—  manufacture  of 1,  117,  141 

—  given  to  Cortrs  .1,  212,  223,  244,  j:>0, 

n/>te,  812,  818,  8*1,  356 

—  worn  l)y  Thisejilans..    i,  'I'M 

—  worn  by  Aztec  nobles 1,  366 

—  draperies  of i,  37.% 

—  warmtliof i,  I04 

F««4ither-inall 1,2«'.«,  *»5 

Feasts,  Azt<;e,  similar  to  Greek 

i,  122,  JuiU-. 

Females.     N«<  Women. 

Ferdinand  iind  Isabella,  eondl- 
ti«>n  of  So;. ill  nt  the  elose  of 
thi;  reigri  <»f .      i,  169 

Ferdinand  of  Spain,  poverty  of. 

I,  446,  uate. 

Fe.rnandlna.     Srr  Cuba. 

Festivals,  for  deitieH...  I,  63,72,  76,  218; 
ii.    38 

—  at  terniinuUon  of  great  cycle.     1,  104 

—  wx-lnl 1.  122 

Fetidni  wyBleni  In  Anahuac 1,  46,  2H0 

FrviT.     Sff  Vonilto. 

h  Mf-4,  (M  iKln  of,  In  Anahuao  .1,  44,  mifo. 

FIk.  or  Tuna I,  2»<7 

Figurative  writing.     Set  lilcro^ 

R^l  vphles. 
K                .ouncll  of  .  I,  liO,  IM 

I  i,  198.203,861  :  II.  fA 

—  .,,...  ..r.  Oft  '"'I  — '•  •■         ...    1.  •>•? 

f.  Ill  I.  i.xioo    il.   i»7 


lOSM 

—  luck  of,  at  I 


nOm..   y,  UH 
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Fire-arms,  supply  of,  obtained. .  ii,  133 
Fires,  always  burning.. i,  72,  329,  411,  414 

—  boly,  allowed  to  go  out i,  105 

—  ceremony  of  kindling  the  new.  i,  105 

First-fruits  for  priests i?  71,  415 

Fisii,  stone  reservoir  for i,  362,  396 

—  tanks  of ii,  185 

Fleet  fitted   out  by   Velasquez 

against  Cortes i,  253,  457 

—  destruction  of,  by  Julian,  .i,  257,  note. 

—  Narvaez,  commander  of i,  457 

—  strength  of —  i,  459 

—  at  San  Juan  de  Ulua i,  459 

—  dismantled ii,  33,  321 

—  lor  discovering  the  Strait ii,  271 

mined  by  Royal  Audience. . .   ii,  357 

—  See  Armada,  Brigantines,  and 

Ships, 
ifleniings  in  Spain,  the i,  160,  258 ; 

ii,  309 

floating  gardens,  or  chinampas. 

i,  360,  365,  388 ;  ii,  197. 

•--  See  Gardens. 

Flora,  Mexican i,  113,  362 

Florida i,  162,  267; 

ii,  321 

Flotilla,  Aztec,  defeat  of ii,  223,  279 

Flowers  of  Mexico i,  113,  235,  407 

Flowers,  gifts  of i,  120, 122,  211 

—  oiTered  as  sacrifices i,  148,  354,  449 

—  love  of i,  236,  240,  316,  332,  369 

—  in  Iztapalapan  gardens i,  362 

—  ai'ches  of ii,  137 

Fohi,  incarnation  of  the i,  64,  note. 

Fonseca,    Juan    Rodriguez   de. 

Bishop  of  Burgos i,  259 ;  ii,  136 

-..  liostility  to  Columbus i,  456 ; 

ii,  208,  305,  307 

—  orders   Cortes    to  Spain    for 

tx'ial ii,  132 

—  procures  passing  of  ordinances 

ii,209,  305 

—  fteathof ii,  309 

Font,  Pedro,  on  ruins ii,  398,  note. 

forests,  destruction  of i,  33,  276,  355 

—  penalty  for  destruction  of i,  111 

•—  laws     concerning    gathering 

fuel  in i,  145 

Fortifications i,  276,  278,  366 ; 

ii,  313,  403,  note. 

Fountains i,  363,  374,  390,  396,  416 

—  discovered  by  Spaniards  ii,  113 

Fox,  image  of i,  141,  note. 

Fpactions,  among  the  Aztecs i,   95 

Franciscan  friars  in  New  Spain,  i,  381 ; 

ii,318,  334 

—  leave  Mexico ii,  338 

Francis  I.,  of  France,  envious  of 

Charles  V ii,  304 

]Pranklin,  Benj.,  on  turkey .  .i,  123,  note. 

Trench  atrocities i,  344 

Fruit,  the  forbidden i.  111,  note. 

—  foreign,  introduction  of ii,  320 

Fruit-trees,  not  allowed  in  Mon- 
tezuma's gardens i,  396,  note. 

Fuel,  laws  concerning i,  145 

Funeral  ceremonies i,  66, 153,  note. 

—  of  Cortes ii,  365,  453 

—  of  Montezuma ii,   82 

—  piles i,  163,  iiote,  437 

purs  sent  to  Cortes i,  356 

<#«tura  life.  A^tec  views  as  to. ..    i,   66 


GAiiiNDO,  CoL.,  on  civilization 

in  Palenque ii,  405,  note. 

Gallatin,  Albert.. ii,  396,  ?iote,  408,  ncte. 

Gallejo,  Don  Pedro ii,  81,  note. 

Galvez,  castle  of i,  396 

Gama,  Antonio,  works,  edited 

by  Bustamante i?  86,  note. 

—  concerning  hieroglyphics. i,  86,  note. 

—  on  Mexican  notation i,  95,  note. 

—  on  computings  time i,  96,  note. 

—  on  the  new  cycle i.  97  note, 

—  on  the  lunar  year   i,  100,  note. 

—  on  "  the  nine  companions".!, 100, ?ujte. 

—  astrological  almanac  of  ..i,  103,  note. 

—  carved  stones  sebu  by  . .  .1,  103,  note 

—  account  of i,  108 

—  on  ancient  relics i,  115,  note. 

—  on  a  night  in  Cholula i,  336,  note. 

Games,  Tlascalan i,  281 

—  Aztec i,  432 

Gaming i,  432,  447 

—  law  against   ii,  145,  444 

Gante,  Pedro  de,  founds  convent. ii,  312 
Gantlet  run  by  Spaniards. .  .i,  425,  nde. 
Garay,  Francisco  de.  Governor 

of  Jamaica i,  267;  ii,  133 

—  crews  of,  join  Cort§s ii,  133 

Gardens  of  plants i,  113,  416 

—  at  Iztapalapan 1,  362 :  ii,  121 

—  first  in  Europe i,  363,  note. 

—  Montezuma's i,  396 

—  at  Huaxtepec ii,  185,  193 

—  at  Tezcotzinco ii,  421 

—  See  Floating  Gardens. 

Garrisons i,  52,  273,  467 

Geology,    confirmation  of  con- 
jectures by i,  65,  note. 

Gerolt,  Frederico  de i,  353,  note. 

Gestures,  Indian. i,  208 

Gibbon,  Edward,  cited i,  257,  note, 

415,  note. 

Girls,  education  of i,  70,  415 

—  counsels  to i,  121 ;  ii,  413 

Gladiatorial  sacrifices i,  75,  note. 

Glass  beads  sent  to  Montezuma. 

i,213,  368 

—  given  to  Cacama i,  359 

Goday,  royal  notary i,  241,  288 

Gold,  tribute  of 1,52, 113 

—  used  by  Aztecs  as  ornaments,    i,   56 

—  in  a  tomb i,  67,  note. 

—  said  to  be  found  in  temples . . 

i,  72,  mte. 

—  circulating  medium i,  118,  408 

—  in  Cuba i,  164, 177 

—  in  Yucatan i,  166 

—  given  to  Grijalva i,  269 

—  barter  for i,  168,  191 

—  sent  to  Spain  by  Velasquez. . .    i,  169 

—  Spaniards  desire  for.  .i,  204,  210,  213, 

274 ;  ii,  122 

—  obtained  from  natives  at  Vera 

Cruz 1,211 

—  given  to  Cortes  i,  212, 222, 223, 237, 244, 

312, 313,  323, 346,  347, 349, 356,  368, 362 

—  Las  Casas  concerning i,  213 

—  soldiers  barter  for i,  223 

—  ornaments  worn  by  Totonace    i,  236 

—  sent  to  Charles  V i,  249,  443; 

11,822,  ncie. 

—  on  helmets  of  Tlascalan  chiefs  i,  296 
^  cuirasses  of i,  291 
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ftold,  four  loads  of,  offered  as  a 

bribe 1,  356 

—  worn  by  Montezuma 1,367 

—  given  to  Spaniards i,  ^73,  378 

—  Montezunaa's  service  of i,  398 

—  used  on  idols i,  413 

—  where  obtained i,43y 

—  cast  into  ingots i,  444 

—  and  silver  compared i,  445,  note. 

—  converted  into  chains.   ..i,  44a;  ii,  85 

—  etTcctof  arrival  of^  in  Spain.,     i,  455 

—  sent  by  (Jort^H  to  Isarvacz.  i,  464 

—  given  to  Narvaez's  soldiers  .    ii,    32 

—  abandon«;d ii,  86,  101,  300 

—  plate  of,  in  temple  of  the  sun     i  i ,  105 

—  loss  of     ii,116 

—  given  for  bread ii,  116,  m)te. 

—  foinid  at  Xaltocan ii,  177 

—  tnrown  into  canals ii,  300 

—  pii-.te  of,  foinul ii,  300 

—  said  to  be  in  Honduras.... ii,  322 

—  tiiken  to  Spain  l)y  Cortes ii,  345 

—  from  loliiiantitptc ii,  3.57 

Golden  Fleece,  order  of 1,  161,  ruite. 

Goldsmiths  of  Azcapoxaico...  1,404, 444 

—  .Aztec    i,371 

Goifo  Dolce  11,335 

Gomara,  Francisco  Lopez  de,  on 

skulls    1,  77,  rule. 

—  on  barter  of  Spaniards. .  i,  168,  lUttc. 

—  authority  for  ( lort^'  first  letter. 1,  251 

—  on  number  of  Tlawcalans.   i.  289,  iu>te. 

—  on  etlect  of  cannon  at  Mexico,  ii,   62 

—  on  conversion  of  Montezuma 

n.n.iutte. 

—  on  ruimber  of  Spaniards  slain,  ii,   % 

—  accoimt  of ii,  155 

—  on  i)Oi)ulatioii  of  Mexico. .ii,  314,  note. 

—  on  execution  of  Guatemozln 

ii,  331,  332 

—  on  emeralds ii,  351,  note. 

—  on  age  of  Cort/is Ii,  365,  nt.tr. 

Gon/agft,  Vespanlan.. 1,879 

Goods,  Hale  and  transportation 

of I,  118,  119 

Government,  Aztec  form  of i,    42 

—  undei- NezahuaUjoyotl i,  I.J3 

—  of  TliiMcala I,  280,  MH 

—  of  (iiolnla I,  326 

~  Coitl'^s' syHt4'in  of  Ii,  323 

G«ado,  AlonH(»  de,  governor  of 

Villa  Ulea 1,431 

Grain,  Kiiiopean 1,    82 

—  lnlr<)ductlon  of .    11,320 

Granaries 1,53,111,415 

(iranada.    TIascala     compared 

with 1,317 

(Jranlte ...     11,402 

f  Jreeks'  l<>v«i  of  the  beuMtlfiil  1,    83 

Gnjulva,  Juan  de,  sent  to  Yuen- 

t.iM        I,  167:  II,42:J 

—  thff  lli'Mt  navlgiitor  who  hud 

Inti'ieonrHe   with   the   Az- 

f«<M  1,  168 

^  ret  II I  lis    to   Culm   and  In  re- 
buked      1,  UW 

—  OlldHeiii  In  Heuroh  of 1,  !♦«• 

-Gort^'H  to  Join 1,180 

-  volunteers  from,  Join  (ViitAil       I.  Im.*» 

•     chief  pil<»t  of,  joHiK  C'oiteM 1,188 

■     ■>^o<'t  of  IiIh  liindinK  on  Mon- 

%w:uvftku. .  i*W^ 


Grijalva,  river  of 1, 167.  197 

Guadaloupe,  Our  Lady  of i,  126 

—  Cortea  at Ii,  347 

Gualipun ii,  114,  nv,ff. 

Guanuaxato,  mines  of ii,  320 

Guatemala,  conquest  of ii,  322 

—  settled  by  Toltecs ii,  407 

Guatemozin,  nepliew  of  Monte- 
zuma  ii,  61,  note. 

—  Tecuichpo,  wife  of.    ii,81,  note,  141, 
I  282,  330,  nolc. 

—  chosen  emperor ii,  141 

'  —  plotters  to     ii,  164,  171, 240, 260, 273,278 

—  animosity  to  Sjjaniards ii,  172 

—  application  toTangapan.ii,  172,  note. 

—  Cort6s  desires  an    interview 

with ii,  181,276 

—  attempts  to  recover  Chalco. .    ii,  186 

—  attempts    to    relieve   Xoclii- 

milco  ii,  200 

—  policy  of ii,  236 

—  decoys  brigantines  ii,  237 

—  distributes     beads    of    Span- 

iards and  of  horses ii,  253 

—  etTect  of  machinations ii,  257 

—  council  called  by  ii,  260 

—  will  not  surrender Ii,  261,  273 

—  palace  of,  destroyed ii,  263 

'  —  capture  of ii.  2a0 

—  intercedes  lor  his  wife   and 

followers ii, 280,  284 

—  broiif^ht  to  Cort^ ii,  281 

—  tortured ii.  300 

—  accompanies  Cort6e  to  IIou- 

duras ii,  3-25 

—  suspected  and  executed ii,  329 

Guevani,  envoy  to  Sandoval. ..     i,  461 

—  reception  of.  by  Cortes i,  463 

—  sent  back  to  Narvaez i,  468 

—  meets  ('ort/>s ii,    18 

Gulf  of  California         11,  802,  :j.')8 

—  p«netnit«'il  by  Ulloa ii,.'l.V.> 

—  ejilled  S«'a  of  Cort^B Ii,  360 

—  dialects  on       11,  898,  note. 

Gulf  of  Mi'xieo 1,163,439 

Guns.      .s«e    Cannon   and   Fire- 
arms. 

Gunpowder,  manufactured 1,  .153, 

U,187,3i:i 

Guzman  cjtptured 11,217 

—  saerlflce<l 11,  2.'>4 

Gu/uuin.  Nurtcz  de ill,  3M,  3.'»6 

—  Cort^H  expedition  against . .     II,  ;i58 

llANOINO    GAUDKNS   Of    ToJICOt 

zlnc<» I,  140.  11,  iJi 

Hannibal,  transportiitlon  of  ven 

s«ls  by   )i    I ^■'   '"^r. 

—  ('ort<'<.'<  compared  to..     ..li  tr. 
HHr<ly.  I-U'nt,  t»n  ruliiH        n               /c. 

Harem,  royal  I,  i;i8,  :>,'►« •.  ;Ui7 

Harvaitl     rnlventlty     Llbrury, 

mapH  In  ...     li,  '136 

Hatuey,     on      bimnlards      and 

heaven... I,  16A 

—  dealli  of 1,16ft 

Huviina     ............... .....I,  16ft,  «i4<4. 

—  armada  at   1,    UM 

—  ordern  fi-om,  rospooUng  Cor- 

u^H    I,  ;a 

HiMivrn.  Axt4HMM)ne«ptlon  of  ..    I,   il 
(  -  iluluey  s  remark  oonoerulng      1, 16ft 
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Heckewelder,  John i,  63,  note. 

Heeren,  A.H.L i,  61,  note,  87,  note. 

Helmets i,  213,  295,  297 

—  Aztec i,    55 

—  Spanish,  sent  to  Montezuma  .     i,  213 

—  returned  filled  with  gold-dust,  i,  223 
Henry  IV.  of  France,  poverty  of.  i,  446 
Hernandez,  Fr.,  on  the  maguey. 

i,  113,  note. 

—  on  tobacco i,  123,  note. 

—  on  maize. \,\i'6,note. 

—  takes  models i,  138 

—  work  on  natural  history,  .i,  138,  note. 

—  on  Aguilar's  temptations  . . . 

i,  195,  note. 

—  on  gardens  of  Huaxtepec .  ii,  185,  note. 

Herodotus i,  54,  note,  61,  nvte. 

Heron,  a  heraldic  emblem  .  .  .i,  286,  296 
Herrara,  Antonio  de. . .  i,  114,  note^  116, 

note,  176,  note,  195,  note ; 

ii,  391,  note. 

^  on  Cort6s'  escape  on  a  plank . 

i,  176,  note. 

—  on  entry  into  Cholula i,  332,  note. 

—-  on  Indian  canoes i,  365,  note. 

—  account  of i,  379 

—  on  humming-birds i,  394,  note. 

—  on  cochineal i,  405,  note. 

—  on  arrows ii,  52,  note. 

—  on     Montezuma's     love    for 

Spaniards ii,  78,  note. 

—  on  gold  thrown  away.. .  .ii,  101,  note. 

—  on  cannibalism ii,  125,  tuA^. 

—  on  defection  of  Xicotencatl. . . 

ii,  217,  note. 

—  on  breaches ii,  235. 

Herrick,  quoted i,  136,  note. 

Hesiod,  quoted i,  61 ,  114,  note. 

Hidalguia,  privileges  of  the.ii,  215, note. 
Hieroglyphical     paintings     in 

court i,    48 

—  storming  of  great  temple. ii,  68,  note. 

—  manuscripts  destroyed ii,  319 

—  chart ii,  386,  note. 

—  maps ii,  397 

Hieroglyphics i,  84 ;  ii,  391,  404 

—  laws  recorded  in i,  49,  87 

~  Aztec  and  Egyptian  compared  i,  85 

—  figurative i,  86,  ndte. 

—  Aztec  mainly  representative .    i,  87  : 

—  a  kind  of  stenography i,   88  ' 

—  education  in i,    88 

—  interpretation  of i,    90  ' 

—  Egyptian,  number  of i,  92,  note. 

—  key  to,  lost.  . .   i,  93, 7iote. 

—  for  days  and  months i,    95 

—  for  half  centuries i,   98 

—  for  years i,    98 

—  in  the  lunar  calendar i,  100 

—  scrolls    i,432 

—  Aztec  and  Mongol ii,  394,  note. 

Hieronymite  commission,  i,  163, 169, 258 

—  authority  of,  for  the  expedi- 

tion nnder  Cortes i,  169,  181 

—  redress  asked  of  the  i.  253 

—  discretion  of i,  258 

High-priests,  Aztec i,  68,  69,  note. 

—  one  liberated ii,    74 

—  prayer  of,  at  election  of  Gua- 

temozin ii,  139 

Hill  of  Oroncalpolco,  or  Hill  of 

Montezuma ii*  95*  179 


HillofOtoncalpolco,  temple  on.  ti,   ftl 

—  church  on ii,    98 

Hindoos,  marriage  ceremony  of 

ii,  392,  ndtt. 

—  lunar  calendar  of ii,  394,  ndte 

Hispaniola i,  164 

—  Las  Casas  goes  to i,  260 

—  Oveido  at ii,    45 

—  despatches  to,  by  Ctort6s ii,  136 

—  supplies  from ii,  188 

—  Cortes  at ii,  853 

Historians  of  house  of  Nezahual- 

coyotl i,  134,  ndte. 

Holguin,  Garci,  captui-es  Gua- 

temozin ii,  280 

Homer i,  62,  122,  note. 

—  on  the  theogony  of  theGreeks.  i,  66 
Honduras,  Bay  of i,  325,  335 

—  Olid  sent  to ii,  322 

—  Las  Casas  sent  to ii,  325 

Honey  from  maize i,  112,  note. 

Honor,  Aztec  law  of i?  79,  ?iote. 

Horn  of  Guateniozin  sounded. .  ii,  245 
Horse,  homage  to  the,  at  Peten.  ii,  334 
Horses i,  18?,  213,  299 

—  landing  of,  at  Tabasco i,  201 

—  natives  terrified  by i,  203 

—  loss  of,  at  TIascala i,  286,  290,  300. 

—  mangled     remains    sent    as 

trophy i,  290 

—  at  Cholula i,  338 

—  suffer  from  cold i,  350 

—  in  Mexico i,  370 

—  sent  to  envoys  of  Narvaez i,  463 

—  at  Cempoalla ii,    23 

—  lost  in  retreat  from  Mexico. . 

ii,  90.  97,250 

—  supply  of, ii,  188 

—  Sandoval's ii,  249,  nvA^. 

—  loss  of,  in  march  to  Hondu- 

ras    ii,  335 

—  /See  Cavalry. 

Hospitals i,   57 

—  for  disabled  soldiers i,  217 

Hostages i,  44 ;  ii,  433 

Hours,  astrological  symbols  for. 

ii,  395,  not*. 

Household  gods i,   65 

—  broken i,  105 

Huacachula ii,  126 

—  See  Quauhquechollan. 

Huasacualco,  river  of ii,  358,  n(Ae>. 

Huaxtepec ii,  184,  191 

Huehuetoca,  drain  of i,  388 

Huejotlipan,  Spaniards  at ii,  11* 

Huematzin  composed  the  TeoOr 

moxtli   or  divine  book  of 

Aztec i,  93, 710^^ 

Huexotzinco,  meaning  of i,   S& 

Huitzilopochco ii,  238,  noifr 

Huitzilopotchli,  god  of  war i,   ft 

—  meaning  of i,  63,  not^ 

—  image  of i,  412 ;  ii,  221 

—  incensing ii,    38 

—  image  cast  down ii,   6; 

—  sacrifices  to ii,  251,  251 

—  predictions  concerning  . .  .ii,  253,  25f 
Huitzilopotchli,  temple  of,  dedi- 
cated      i,   % 

—  the  repository  for  the  ashes 

of  Nezahualpilli i,  153,  wotej 

-» Spaniards  at •  —    i.-«p 
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Hnitzilopotchli,    cathedral    on 

site  of 1,370,387,408;  ii,  312 

—  visited  by  Cort68 i,  408 

—  dj'Hcribed i,409;ii,    64 

—  ChriHtian  chapel  in...i,  449;  ii,  38,  66 

—  Mexicans  quartered  in ii,    64 

-  funeral  pyie  of Ii,    67 

Human  sacriflces.     i>'ee  Sacrifices. 
Humboldt,  on  Mexico i,  30,  iiote. 

—  on  Aztec  cosmogy    i,  6"),  note. 

—  cited, i,  46,  note.  31>2,  note. 

—  in  regard  to  paintings  .. .   i,  88,  w>te. 

—  on  Aztec  annals i,  88,  mAe. 

—  oi)  Dresden  codex i, '••!,  note. 

—  on  publication  of  Aztec  manu- 

scripts      i ,  106 

—  indebted  to  Gama i,  108 

—  on  ludian  corn.   i,  110,  lujte. 

—  on  the  banana i,  1 1 1 »  lUiie. 

—  on  t  lie  agave ',  H-^,  niAc. 

—  on  silk  among  Aztecs...  i,  117,  m>(e. 

—  on  peopling  a  continent.!,  ir)6,  notc\ 

ii,  38."),  n(Ae. 

—  on  fliseases  in  Ameiica    i,  211,  mAe. 

—  on  Orizaba i,  234,  note. 

—  on    the    height   of    Cofre    de 

Perote i,  272,  mAt. 

—  on  tiie  temple  of  Quetzalcoatl 

i,  328,  note. 

—  on  the  word  xxAcaiio i,  .'Jol,  tuAe. 

—  on    the    descent   of  Montaflo 

into  tijc  crater i,  3rj;3,  note. 

—  concerning  Lake  of  Tezcuco 

i,  354,  TuAe,  361 ,  mAe. 

—  identifies  localities i,  374,  mAe. 

•  on  descendants  of  Cort/'S.l,  374,  note. 

—  on  the  drain  of  Huehuetoai 

i,  388,  nUe. 

—  on  flllv<*r  and  gold  I,  445,  n^tte. 

—  on  j)yramids ii,  104,  mAe. 

—  on   capture  of  Ouatemozin. . 

ii,  280,  n<Ae. 

—  on  population  of  New  Spain.. 

il,317,  luAe. 

—  on  moniuncnt  to  (;ort/'8 11,867 

—  on  natives  of  Chlapa II,  387,  n(Ae. 

—  oil  "<(ienlille  analogies.,   ii,  3'.>4,  note. 

—  (\vt\u\ti()U  nf  (Mi'lotl. ii,  3Ht,  uote. 

—  oil  Me.vicaii  Ijcards ii,  3!K»,  luite. 

—  on  Aborigines  W, '.M*,  n4)tr. 

FliMMining-birds 1,394,413;  ii,  38(( 

Hnsliands,  on  duty  to i,  121  ;  li,  415 

Hymns.     See  Hongs. 

Iceland,  early  colonization  of    li,  3h3 

Icici.s i,  :J5« 

Idol-^  snicjid  tlitoiighoul  ('ity  of 

Me.\leo 1,  115,411,  413 

—  In  Cozumel I.  194 

—  destruction  of,  In  TabuHco  I,  194,  ,i05 
— .  destniefUui  of,  In  rempoalla.     1,247 

—  destruction  of,  at  I'et«Mi 11,  334 

Immortjillty.     >>»•  Kiitnie  I.lfe. 
Implements  for  (*nltliig  metiils.     I,  114 
IneeiMe     I,  I.W,  222,  240,  311,  316,  .^.Ti,  375 

Indiii,  epie  poetH  of I,  61,  nott. 

India  house I,  161,  454 

Indian  MllleH.1,287;  li,  16,85,  lSi»,  187,  191 

viiliie  of I,  290 

—  from  Chlnnntlu 1,  46«l 

—  huruHHed    by   stonoM    thrown 

byAztoos 11,    M 


Indian  allies,  in  march  to  Mex- 
ico  ii,  143, 147 

—  reconciled ii,  170 

—  defection  of i  i ,  254 

—  return  of  part  of ii,  256 

—  number  killed ii,  285 

—  dispersed i,,  286 

—  in  expedition  to  Honduras.ii, 326, 327 

—  iSee     Cempoallan,    Choluhin, 

Tezcucans,  and  Tiascalaiis. 
Indian  corn i,  HO,  281,  331 

—  various  uses  of i,  112 

—  cavalry  embarrassed  by ii,  125 

—  See  Maize. 

Indians,  North  American  i,    84 

—  dill'cr  from  Aztecs i,  125 

—  repartimientos  conceinxng.i,  163,258 

—  commission  in  rogard  tc     ...     i,  163 

—  Las  Casas  insists  on    ei.^ire 

freedom  of i,  163 

—  held  in  slavery  that  they  a-^y 

be  converted. i,  .  U 

—  treatment  of,  at  Cozu'ticI.  i,  '1 

—  in  th(;  expedition  toYi'^XJtar      i,  192 

—  their  conversio;*  v.'ie  objevt  of 

Cortes i,  19* 

—  fight   the   rpaiUArdB   at    Ta- 

l  iscc i,  197 

—  man  festo  to i,  198,  )utte. 

-  ilght  Spaniards  at  Ceutla i,  203 

—  interview  with,  at  San  Juan 

de  Ulna i,  208 

—  aid  the  Spaniards i,  211,  240 

—  elocpience  of i,  215 

—  desert  the  Spanlardo i,  226 

—  strange,  visit  Coi'cf^S 1,228 

—  temiiles  of i,  235 

—  fiock  to  Chiahuitztla i,  241 

—  maidens  delivc-red  to  Cortes,     i,  246 

—  slaves  s«'nt  to  Spain i,  25S 

—  not  eai)abhr  of  civilization. . .     I,  259 

—  enfranehisement  of 1,261 

—  go  with  Cort^ 1,268 

—  perish  from  cold 1,  271 

—  attack  ('ort^«H 1,286 

—  of  great  aid  to  Spaniards. . .   .     i,  290 

-  valor  of i,  301,  note. 

—  maidens,  marriage  of,  to  Cor- 

t.'s"  ortleei-s 1,322 

—  caution  ('ort/-s I,  349 

—  shot  as  spies 1,359 

—  ae<'ompany  NarvaeE 1,459 

—  find  Niuvaez  enemy  of  Cort<V4 

1,4(50,465 

—  distrilaitlon   of,  among   con- 

<|iMTors 11,125 

-.join  Olid II,  127 

—  aid  In  reliullding  Mexico il,  303 

made  slaves ...  ....    il,  316 

Indies.     ^Vc  ( Ouncil  of  Indies. 

Indigo 11,820 

IiidiMgencet*,  papal,  for  troou8.. 

11,289.345 

InfimtM,  wuMiflce  of I,    7rt 

Infidelity,  perseeiitlon  for  I,  .142,  tutte. 
Iiitjulsltfon,      A/tee       sacrlfU'eH 

.  ..'m,iiu,mI  with  Um I,    7« 

—  '  i«>  Mexico I,    H») 

I  ...;,84l.»4a 

Innr*  t.-. I,  *.»*i5 

limtrumcntu  of  mniilo. li.    52 

Intcmpemncu l,  4i<,  12i 


in 
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irxterci'Jlatcon,  Azt^MJ i,  96. 97,  note. 

—  Persian i,  97,  note ;  ii,  395 

inrei-preters.J,  191,422,428,449;  ii,  318 
"  -  ..ii^,uil.ir  atf i,  196 

—  Marina,  female  slave i,  208 

—  See  Aguilai'  and  Marina. 

Inundations i,  388 

!xori  not  known  to  Aztecs..i,  114 ;  ii,  402 

--  Substitute  for ii,  408 

Irrigation,    See  Canals. 

living,  "Washington i,  196,  note ; 

ii,  258,  note,  310,  note. 

Isabella     suppresses     reparti- 

mentos i,  163 

•.Siibella,  or  Tecuichpo,  daughter 

of  Montezuma ii,  81,  note. 

Ifela  de  los  Sacrificio's i,  168,  207 

Islands,  floating i,  360,  365,  388,  389 

Israelites 1, 1V7 ;  ii,  391 

Iturbide ii,  82,  note. 

Itzalana,  or  Uxmal,  ruins  at ii,  402 

Itzocan  conquered ii,  129 

Itztli i,  115 

•—  blades  made  of i,  297, 405 

—  spears  and  darts  tipped  with 

i,  295,  297 

Ixtlilxochitl,  son  of  Nezahual- 
coyotl,  rival  for  Tezcucan 
crown i,  217,  324,  436;  ii,  155 

—  sends  embassy  to  Cortes i,  324 

Ixtlilxochitl,  cacique  of  Tezcuco.ii,  153 

—  instructed  and  watched    ii,  164 

—  procures  allies ii,  188,  231 

—  fidelity  of ii,  234,  254 

—  kills  Aztec  leader ii,  234 

Ixtiilxochitl,  Fernando  de  Alvo, 

the  historian,  on  extent  of 
Anahuac i,  30,  note. 

—  description   of    pronouncing 

sentence  of  death i,   48 

—  on  cycles i,  65,  note. 

—  o  1  iiuman  sacrifices i,  77,  note, 

78,  Tiote. 

—  on  education  of  the  young.i,  88,  note. 

—  on  the   Teoamoxtli  of  the  Az- 

tecs  i,  93,  note. 

—  concerning  merchants. .  i,  120,  note. 

—  accoimt  of. i,  128,  155 

—  translation  of  poem  by  Neza- 

hualcoyotl i,  135 ;  ii,  416-418 

—  source    of   materials  for  his 

works i,  135,  note. 

—  quoted i,  136,  note ;  ii,  188,  note. 

—  on    residence    of    Nezahual- 

coyocl i,  140,  note:  ii,  420 

—  on  Indian  antiquities —  i,  142,  note. 

—  on    character    of    Nezahual- 

coyotl i,  151 

-  on  Nezahualpilli's  treatment 

of  liis  guilty  wife i,  152,  note ; 

ii,421 

—  on  crosses i,  271 ,  note. 

—  on  signet  of  Montezuma. i,  423,  note. 

—  on  tl:c  pU»n  to  liberate  Monte- 

zuma  i,  437,  note. 

■  -  on  the  seizure  of  Cacama.i,  438,  note. 

—  an  conversion  of  Montezuma. 

i,  448,  nde. 

—  on  the  massacre  of  Aztecs. ii,  41,  note. 

—  concerning  Montezuma    ii,  80,  nf)te. 

—  on  stJitue  of  the  sun ii,  105,  note. 

—  on  meaning  of  Tezcuco.  .ii,  152,  note. 


Ixtlilxochitl,  on  Tecocol . .  .11, 153,  note 

—  on  headquarters  at  Tezcuco. . 

ii,  163,  note. 

—  on  Tan^apan's  sister  and  her 

vision ii,  172,  note. 

—  termination  of  his  works  ii,  228. note. 

—  on  capture  of  Mexico. . .  .ii,  229,  ncte. 

—  on  rescue  of  Cortes ii,  246,  note. 

—  on  number  of  Aztecs  slain . . 

ii,  277,  note. 

—  on  number  of  Indians   em- 

ployed by  Cortes ii,  303,  note. 

—  on  the  conspiracy  of  Guate- 

mozin ii,  331,  note. 

—  on  Toltec  migi*ation ii,  407 

Iztacs,  destruction  of  idols  by . . 

ii,  334,  Twte. 

Iztaccihuatl,  volcano  of i,  830,  353 

—  meaning  of 1,  350;  ii,  147 

Iztapalapan,  royal  residence  at. 

i,361 

—  gardens  of i,  362,  368; 

ii,  121,  165 

—  lord  of,  aids  Cacama i,  436,  437 

—  sack  of ii,  166 

—  Sandoval's  expedition  against. 

ii,  216,  222 

—  fieet  at ii,  222 

—  See  Cuitiahua. 
Iztapalapan  causeway,  advance 

on  the ii,  204 

—  cannon  on  the ii,  224 

—  described ii,  235 

—  fighting  on  the ii,  230 

—  Alderete  on  the. .   ii,  243 

Iztapan,  Cortes  at ii,  326 

Jacapichtla,  expedition  against 

ii,  185 

Jackets.    See  Cotton-mail. 

Jaguar ii,  394,  note. 

Jalap i,  270,  n(te. 

Jamaica i,  267 

Jasper i,  410 

Jauhtepet Ii,  193 

Java,  market  days  and  weeks. i,  95  note. 

Javelin,  Tlascalan i,  297 

Jesters    - .     i,  182,  400 

Jewelry  for  tribute i,   52 

—  of  Aztec,  chiefs i,    56 

Jewels i,  153,  note,  168,  236,  366 

—  loss  of ii,  361 

Jews.    See  Israelites. 

Joanna,  queen  of  Spain i,  160.  455 

Jomard  on  the  new  fire i,  105,  ncA.e. 

Juan,  Prince     ii,  46 

Judges,  Aztec i,  47,  432 

Judicial  tribunals i ,    45 

—  arrangements  in  Tezcuco i,  46 

Jugglers,  Aztec i,  124,  note; 

ii,270,  325 

—  given  to  Clement  VII. .    i,  400,  note ; 

ii,  345,  note. 

Julian,  burning  of  fleet  by    i,  257,  note. 

—  year i,  91,  note. 

Juste,  Juan,  inscriptions  by ii,  116, 

note:  173 

Justice,  council  of i,  133 

King,  title  supplanted  by  that 

of  Emperor 1,   4^^ 

—  conferred  on  Charles  V i,  16i 
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iDngsborough,  publishes  Saha- 

gtin'8  Universal  HintA/ry. I,  81,  note. 

—  .\naiiuacripta  in  his  work i,    IK) 

ii,  402 

—  on  ireanint'  of  2'eoamoxtU.  .i, 93  note. 

—  on   f vieniinc  instruments   of 

Mexicans i,  103  TU>t6. 

—  publication  of  the  ancient  Az- 

tec manuscripts i,  106 

—  his  conjectures  as  to   settle- 

ment of  Mexico 1,107 

—  on  Aztec  knowledge  of   the 

scriptures ii,  388,  note. 

—  Aztec,  and  Israelitish    paral- 

lelisms  ii,  391,  note. 

—  on    tJie   words    Messiah   and 

Mexico ii,  391 

Knight-errantry  of  Cort6s 11,368 

Knighthood 1,55,  281;  ii,  137,  435 

Knives,  razors,  and  swords i,  115 

Knotted  strings 1,  88,  ruiie. 

Lake  Chalco i,  412 

—  Tezcjico i    362,  412 

—  height  of i,  384,  nole. 

—  Tziimpanco,  or  Ziunpango. . .    ii,  100 

—  Xaltocan ii,  177 

—  Peten ii,  332 

—  in  valley  of  Mexico i,  34,  354 

Lances i,  2«6 

—  instructions  as  to  use  of . .  .i,  203,  288, 

295;   ii,  107 

—  ordered  by  Cort6s i,  466 ;  i  i ,  16 

Lands,  crown i,   51 

—  revenues  from 1,    51 

—  for  maintenance  of  priests. . .     i,    71 

—  assigned  to  colonists i,  163 

—  promised  to  soldiers ii,  309 

—  grants  of,  to  Spaniards  and 

Indians ii,  313,  315 

—  title  to,  secured ii,  320 

—  given  to  Cortes ii,  349 

Languages  in  Anahuac i,    94 

—  di.-^sinjilarity  in  old  and  new 

world 11,384 

—  co-incidences  as  to ii,  395 

—  Mexican ll,  395,396,  lu^e. 

—  Indian ii,  3lH) 

—  tiM!  Otomie Ii,  3'.K) 

—  tile  Basque ii,  31>7,  no/r. 

—  tlie  Cora II,  3;>8,  note. 

La  I'laee 1,  104,  niitr. 

Lares,  Amador  do i,  17H 

Lus  (  asas,  liartolem<'i  de,  on  liu- 

man  •^aeritleeH  in  Analuiae. 
1,76,  rurf^. 

—  elFortM  to  abolish  slavery i,  1«W 

—  (|uote«l   i,  169,  rurfr,  1H4,  1h7 

—  on  :inen«try  of  (^ort^^^s I,  170,  nttte. 

—  on  property  uained  Ijy  Cortes.  1,  177 

—  on  C'ort^H  ana  Vela.s(iurz.l,  177,  iu<tr. 

Irt4,  1H7 

—  etymology  of  H'lrlantd'U*  I,  IHl,  nt)tr. 

—  the  protector  of  iJu*  InMlans..     1,  I".i3 

—  on  eonversioii  of  tlje  Inillans.     I,  VM 

—  coneerning  llie  proi'ianmtlon 

at  Tahaseo i,  l'.»S,  iu4f. 

—  coneerning  Tabusco I,  111* 

—  on  l)attlo  of  ("eiitlu I,  204,  niif. 

—  ooncerning  Indian  geetures  .. 

1,208,  ntHf. 

—  ©ogold  1,218 


Las  Casas,  Bartolem6  de,  on  Mon- 
tezuma  i,  219,  note^ 

—  on  the  gifts  of  Montezuma.i,  224,  nuti 

—  on  the  population  of  Cempo- 

alla i,  237,  ncM 

—  on  Cort6s 1,2^ 

—  connection  with  negro  slavery  .i,2R 

—  account  of,  and  his  writings. . 

1,258,262 

—  goes  to  Hlspaniola i,  260 

—  made  Bishop  of  Chiapa i,  261 

—  returns  to  Spain i,  261 

—  discussion  with  Sepulveda. . .     i,  261 

—  death  and  character  of i,  262 

—  biograpiiies  of 1,263 

—  on  population  of  Cholula.i,  326,  wA,e. 

—  on  the  massacre  at  Cholula.. 

i,  341,  note. 

—  concerning  Gomara ii,  155 

—  on  Velasquez ii,  310 

—  on  ruins  in  Yucatan ii,  406,  wtte. 

—  extract  from  history  of ii,  426 

Las  Tres  Cruzes,  town  of ii,  327 

Latrobe,  descriptions  by i,  31,  note. 

—  on  tlie  calendar-stone     .  .i,  116,  TU*(e. 

—  on  tlie  baths  of  Montezuma . . . 

i,  141,-m>t^ 

—  on  Indian  antiquities i,  142,  nott. 

—  concerning  Tacuba ii,  94,  miie. 

—  concerning  the  Virgin  Mary 

ii,  99,  not*. 

—  describes  cavity  in  a  pyramid 

ii,  104,  not«. 

Lawrence  oh  animuls  of  Amer- 
ica  ii,  381,  nute. 

Law  of  the  Aztecs i,    49 

—  recorded    in    hleroglyphical 

naintings i,  49,  87 

—  of  Honor,  Aztec 1,  79,  note. 

—  NezaluialeoyotJ's  code  of I,  132 

—  L(U  NxLcvdn  Lryes,  enacted. . .     I,  261 

—  CorU^is'  code  of Ii,  144,  315  nt)te, 

317,  luitr,  3-20 

—  regarding  baciielors ii,  315 

—  est4il)lisliTng  title  to  lands. . .     ii,  320 
Lawyers  proliiliited  i~om  going 

to  New  Spain 11,318 

Lead  from  Tasco 1,113 

League   between    Mexico,  Tez- 

eiico,  and  TIaeopan 1,  38,  132 

Leatlier I,  406 

Legerdemain i,  125,  notr,  400 

Legislative  jiower 1,    4A 

Legislature  of  Spain i,  161 

Le  Noir 1,  91,  nute ;  II,  406 

Leon,  Juan  Velasquez  de,  Joins 

Cort/'H 1,  185 

—  at  Taliaseo I,  201 

—  in  Irons 1,238 

'•'-•  -  fon'«'d  conversion**  .     I,;WI 

■  'nt«'/.umHwltliCortAH.l,422 

—  sel/ur«   of     Monti-- 
/.iiMiii    I,  428 

guards  Montexumu. .  I,  425 

Monte/unui'M       ploMHiire     in 

coin|)any  of i,  434 

—  j'-' lony  at  I'oatxaciiiUoo.  1,440 

of  purloining  plat«. .     1.447 

—  ;  .li.tiv        I.  4«i5 

lo l,i(W 

llOlulA II.     1ft 

—  iidciiti  or ..  II,  2f 
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Leon,  Jnan  Velasqnez  de,  sent 

to  Panuco ii,   33 

-.  joins  Cort6s  at  Tlascala ii,   34 

—  tries  to  calm  anger  of  Cort6s.  ii,   44 

—  chivalry  of ii,   58 

—  in  charge  of  rear-guard ii,   86 

—  death  of ii,   98 

—  fate  of  gold  collected  by ii,  116 

Leon,    Luis    Ponce  de,  juez  de 

residencia ii,  341 

Leon,  Ponce  de,  fleet  of ii,  258 

Lerma  defends  Cort6s ii,  246 

Lieber,  Dr i,  133,  note. 

Life  of  Aztec  princes i,   43 

—  future,  Aztec  idea  of i,   65 

—  domestic i,  120 

Lime...i,  52,  note,  166, 192,  237,  273,  318, 

389,  406,409 

Lipsius,  Justus,   on    Egyptian 

symbols ii,  390,  note. 

Litany,  Aztec ij  70,  note. 

Literai-y  culture  of  Aztecs i,   94 

Literature  of  Aztecs i,   88 

Litters i,  240,  359,  367,  369,  424,  467 ; 

ii,  110 

Livy,  quoted..!,  156,  note;  ii,  370,  note. 

Llorente's  Life  of  Las  Casas i,  264 

Loaysa,    President    of    Indian 

Council i,  260 

Lopez,  Martin,  a  ship-builder 

i,  432,  452,  note ;  ii,  130, 174 

—  in  retreat  from  Mexico ii,    94 

Lord's  supper,  rite  similar  to  the.ii,  389 
Lorenzana,  cardinal,  quoted.!,  33,  note, 

242,  note,  366,  note,  429,  note ; 

ii,  204,  note. 

—  on  tribute  roll i;  52,  note. 

—  on  image  of  Virgin  Mai*y  .ii,  67,  note. 

—  on  mass ii,  242,  note. 

—  in  regard  to  zeal  of  Cort6s . . 

ii,  318,  note. 

Louis     XI.,    disclosure   during 

reign  of ii,  212,  note. 

Louis  XIV.  of  France,  Monte- 
zuma compared  to ii,   80 

Lucan  quoted i,  220,  note,  358,  note. 

Lucian,  on  the  Deluge ii,  386,  note. 

Lucretius  quoted ii,  409,  note. 

Luisa,  Dofla,  daughter  of  Xico- 

tencatl i,  322 

Lujo,  Francisco  de i,  200 

—  visits  Montezuma  with  Cort6s  i,  422 

—  fidelity  of ii,  22 

—  mentioned    ii,    86 

Lunar  calendai-s i,  100,  also  note. 

—  of  Hindoos ii,  394,  note. 

Lyell,    Charles,   on  spread    of 

mankind ii,  383,  note. 

M ACACA,  the  fleet  at .  . i,  184 

Macartney  on  use  of  milk,  .iij  409,  note, 

Macaulay  quoted ii,  74,  note. 

Machiavelli i,  4:0,  note,  220,  note. 

Magailno  given  charge  of  bridge 

li,   87 

Magellan ii,  321 

Magistrates,  Aztec i,   45 

—  Nezahualpilli,  terror  of   un- 

just  i,  152,  n^e. 

Maguey.    See  Agave  Americana. 
Manometan     belief    regarding 

martyrs i,  66,  note. 


Maize,  derivation  of  word..  1,112,  rwU, 

—  yearly  royal  expenditure  of, 

in  Tezcuco i,  137,  nc€e, 

—  the  staple  product i,  272 

—  See  Indian  Com. 

Malaria i,  211,  270 

Malinche,  Cortes  called i,  323 ;  ii,  65 

—  sierra  de i,  319,  330 ;  ii,  68,  note. 

—  See  Mai'ina. 

Manifesto  to  the  Indians. .  .i,  198,  note. 
Mankind,  origin  of,  in  America,  ii,  881 

—  two   great  families     of,     in 

America ii,  384 

—  iSee  Aborigines. 

Manta,  constiuction  of  the ii,   72 

Mantles.    See  Featherwork. 

Manufactures i,   52 

Manuscripts,  loss  of  Toltec i,    34 

—  restored  to  Sahagun i,   81 

—  Mexican i,   85 

—  how  regarded  by  Spaniards. .    i,   89 

—  form  of i,    89 

—  Mendoza  Codex i,    90 

—  collection  at  Mexico,  but  al- 

lowed to  perish i,   90 

—  Borgian  collection i,   91 

—  Dresden  Codex i,   91 

—  interpretation  of i,    92 

—  key  to,  supposed  to  be  in  ex- 

istence  ij  93}  note. 

—  the     Teoamoxtli,    or    Divine 

Book  of  the  Aztecs i,  93,  note. 

—  sent  to  Spain i,  252 

—  collection  of,  by  Estrella i,  190 

—  collection  of,  by  Vega i,  416 

—  See  Hieroglyphics  and  Paint- 

ings. 
Maps,  Mexican i,   85 

—  Indian i,  89,  note. 

—  furnished   Cortes   by  Tabas- 

cans ii,  325 

—  collection  of,  made  by  Ebeling 

ii,  326,  note. 

—  in  Harvard  University  Libra- 

ry  ii,  326,  note. 

—  hieroglyphical ii,  397 

—  in  Delafleld's  antiquities.ii,  397,  note. 

Marble i,  374 

Marien,  Montejo  at i,  252 

Marina,   or    Malinche,   female 

slave  and  interpreter i,  208 

—  Don  Martin  Cort6s,  son  of. . .    i,  209 ; 

ii,  334,  367 

—  mentioned.!,  228,  247, 274 ;  ii,  60,  note. 

—  interprets. .  .i,  238,  240;  ii,  68, 144,  281 

—  title  of  Dofia  given  to i,  238,  note. 

—  cheers  Cempoallan  chief i,  290 

—  value  of  her  services. i,  303 

—  suspects  Tlascalan  envoys. . .    i,  310 

—  three  hundred  maidens  given 

to i,  323,  note. 

—  discovers  conspiracy  of  Cho- 

lulans i,  333 

—  interpreter    between    Cort66 

and  Montezuma i,  372,  375 

—  counsels   Montezuma    to   go 

with  Spaniards i,  484 

—  interprets  Cortes'  address  to 

the  A2tecs il,   68 

—  in  retreat  from  Mexico 11,   94 

—  atChalco ii,  190 

—  meets  her  oother U.888 
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Marina,  marriag*  of ii,  333 

Muriuco,  LhcIo,  on  gaming. ii,  145,  note. 
Market,  Mexican i,  4C» ;  ii,  269,  314 

—  cloHcd ii,    42 

—  See  Tlatelolco. 
Miuket-days.     See  Fairs. 

Marquess  of  Oaxaca. ii,  349 

Marriage  rite,  Aztec i,  49,  121 : 

ii,  392,  436 

—  among  Tezencans i,  143 

—  of  Nezahualcoyotl 1,144 

—  of  Indian  maidens  to  officers 

of  Cortes  i,  322 

Mart  it),  Benito i,  4o4 

—  of  Valencia il,  318 

Martyr,  Peter,  on  maps..     .  i,  89,  note, 

107, 116,  note,  252,  TuA.e. 

—  on    cacao    as    a    circulating 

medium i.  IIH 

—  on  a  huge  beam ij  142,  note. 

—  on  tlie  Fleming's  in  Spain. i,  KK),  ruA-e. 

—  account  of  Tabasco i,  199,  note. 

—  on  cloth i,  223,  note. 

—  on  gold  and  silver  wheels. i,  224,  ivtte. 

—  account  of i,  3H3 

—  on  Aztec  dwellings i,  390,  n<;ff, 

—  on  transportiition  of  stone. . . . 

.     i,  393,  note. 

—  on    the    mechanical    skill    of 

Aztecs i,  405,  note. 

—  on  weakness  of   Montezuma 

i,  428,  rnfte. 

—  on  value  of  Montezuma's  gift      i,  443 

—  on  Aztitc  gruivanccs ii,  41,  iu)te. 

—  on  discoveries  of  Cort^»s.ii,  135,  note. 

—  on  cTucralds ii,  304,  note. 

Martyrs,   Aztec  belief  cx)ncer?i- 

ing i,    64 

—  Mahometan    belief    concern- 

ing  i,  «»<},  note. 

MaskH,  used  In  Aztec  plays..!,  H-i^  note. 
Massaere  at  Choliilu i,  337,  338 

—  byAlvarado il,    39 

—  at  lztiipalai»an       ii,  166 

Mass   for   Spaniards    killed    In 

Mexico 11,371 

Matadeio,  fortress  of 11,313 

Mataii/.art I,  165,  niJe. 

Mats 1,371 

Maundevllle,  Sir  John 1,  114,  note. 

—  on  Jiigiflers 1,  400,  mtte. 

—  on   Mongols  ii,  392,  /Ji*//'. 

Ma.xiniilian  of  Germany,  pover- 
ty of  i.  446,  note. 

Ma.x.ix.ca,  caclqin;  of  Tla.seula.. 

1.  :i01:  11, ;« 

—  Cort/'H  lodged  In  palat^eof     11,  :i5, 115 

—  W(;l«'OineH  Cort68  from  Mex- 

ico     II,  114 

—  pre^ti^ot  (o II,  116 

—  oppo'^cH  alliance  with  Azt4>Cfl.    II,  122 

—  conversion  of 11,131 

^death  of,  from  Hnnili  pox  . .  . .    11,131 

—  son   of,  conlliined   In    hucccB' 

Hlon 11,  137 

—  Ron  of,  In  Spain  with  Cort^M..    il,  346 
Maxtia,    Tepanec,    einpiro    be- 
queathed U) I,  129 

—  att4'mptH  to   Blay    Neznhuul- 

eoyoti 1,  130 

—  opi>r<"«Hi(»MM  by 1,131 

—  •uui'^leea L  laa  I 


McColloh.  .1,  65,  7U)tt,  88,  note,  101,  note. 

—  notice  of  his  work ii,  393,  note. 

Meals i,  123 

—  of  Montezmua i,  398;  ii,  433 

Mecaraeca i,  3.53 

Mechanical  arts,  Aztec i,  114,  116. 

4a5,  407 

—  Cholulan i,  327 

Medellin  founded ii,  314 

Medicinal  plants  in  Mexico  i,  270,  3%; 

ii,  185 

Medina  Sidonia,  duke  of ii,  365 

Mecirano,  engineer ii,  249 

Melancholy  Night,  battle  of  the. 

ii,89,  99,  216 

Melchorejo,  interpreter  of  Cor- 
tes      i,  191 

—  flight  of i,  199 

Menagerie i,  394;  ii,  434 

Mendacity  puninhed  by  death.,  i,  133 
.Mendicity  not  tolerated i,  146 

—  in  C'holula i,  329 

Mendoza,  Antonio  de,  viceroy 

of  New  Spain        ii,  359 

—  Interferes  with  Cort68 ii,  360 

Mendoza  Codex i,  52,  mtte. 

—  liistory  of 1,  91,  note. 

—  exauiined     by    Marquess    of 

Spineto 1,107 

—  arrangement  of i,  107 

Merchandise 1,  118,  119 

Merchants  as  spies 1,119 

—  courts  of i,  120 

—  council  of  flnance i,  120 

—  Aztec  ii,431 

Merida,  Cozumel  cross  at.  ii,  38*.>,  note. 
Mesa,  In  command  of  artillery,  i,  201 
Messiah,  the  words  Mexieo  nw\  ii,  3i»l 
Metals  in  Ithaca  and  Mexico.!,  122,  ixolt. 

—  Sec  (}old.  Mines,  an// Silver. 

"  Mexican  Cort^'S,"  the i,  22J 

Mexicans,  standards  of ),  296,  ntAe. 

—  mo<lern,  a  concpiered  iTiCo...     i,    58 

—  See  Aztecs. 

Mexla,  treasurer  for  the  crown .     i,  446 

.Mexi,  Azt<'c  cliief ii,3'.M,  note. 

Mexicaltzinco ii,  2:W,  Twrf«. 

Mi'xico,  interi'st  and  Importance 

of 1,    29 

—  climate  of  1,  80,  12ft 

—  ancient  and  motlcrn  ext<*nt  of    1,   SO 
|)rimilive  races  of 1,  34;  II,  398 

—  ai-msof. 1,37;  II,  215,  ri<if«'. 

—  league     l>etween     Tezcuciin, 

Tl:i«'opan,  and 1,  38,  1S3 

—  legislative  ]»<)wer  in I,    45 

—  predicti<»ns  conci-rning  dc»wn- 

fall  of.     .1,  »W,  219,  812.  845.  note, 
Ml;  II,  Ifti 

—  col<»nl/.»'d  hy  tlie  iHraellten  I,  107 

—  apafliy  of,   in   regard  to   an- 

tlquitlcM I.  142,  mie. 

—  extent  of,  under  Mont^iSunni 

I,«16,  40S 

—  hoMtlllty  to  Montezuma  In  \,'i\l 

—  i*ondltlon    of,   on    urrlvnl    of 

rort/^*«  t.SlS 

—  langiiagef*  of tl,  SU5 

—  ThiHejilMU  liatrod  of    1,  SR4,  <l\in>  tn4r 
archtte<-tnnii  rrniiiin'*  In  II,  4(H 

Mexico,  city  of,  foundnllon  of         I,    S\ 

—  durtvul Ion  uf  the  name. .    .  1.   ^ 
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Mexico,   city   of,   Images  scat- 
tered throughout i,  115 

—  inundated i,  219,  'iii& 

—  dismay   at     landing   of    the 

Spaniards i,  220 

—  Cort6s  marches  towards. i,  269 

—  cacique  of  Cocotlan's  account 

of i,373 

—  Tlascalans'  account  of i,  323 

—  Cortes  invited  to  visit i,  323 

—  Spanish  route  to i,  35S 

—  as  seen  by  Spaniards i,  354 

—  as  seen  from  Iztapalapan i,  363 

—  entered  by  Spaniards. .  — i,  364,  369 

—  streets  in i,  366,  369,  390,  392,  411 : 

ii,    73 

—  population  of i,  369,  391 ;  ii,  314 

—  ancient  and  modern  compared  i,  387 

—  description  of i,  389,  404 

—  and  Venice i,  390 

—  cleanliness  of i,  892 

—  view  of,  from  the  great  tem- 

ple     1,411 

—  Alvarado  in  command  at i,  466 

—  insurrection  in ii,  33,  37,  42 

—  Cortes  re-enters      .     .   ii,    38 

—  massacre  by  Alvarado ii,    39 

—  Spaniards  assaulted  in ii,  45 

—  partly  destroyed  by  fire  . .  .11,  57,  68 

—  storming  of  great  temple ii,    64 

—  evacuation  of,  by  Spaniards  . 

ii,  78,  84,  86 

—  Cuitlahua's  acts  after  evacu- 

ation   ii,  121 

—  Guatemozin's     measures    for 

defending  ii,  141 

—  second  expedition  to ii,  147 

—  reconnoitred ii,  177, 190 

—  siege  of Ii,  215-221 

—  assault  on  causeways  of.    ii,  226,  228 

—  famine  in . .  ii,  238, 241, 255, 260,  264,  271 

—  general  assault ii,  242 

—  measures   to   secure   retreat 

from ii,  258 

—  buildings  demolished ii,  258,  262 

—  want  of  water  in ii,  264 

—  seven-eighths  of,  in  ruins Ii,  268 

—  pestilence  in 11,272 

—  murderous  assault  by  Cort6s.   ii,  275 

—  last  assault  on ii,  278 

—  tempest  in il,  283 

—  purification  of ii,  284 

—  evacuation  of.  by  Aztecs ii,  284 

•—  booty  in,  small ii,  285 

—  subjugation  of,  the  result  of 

Inaian  aid ii,  291 

—  rebuilt ii,  302,  308,  312 

—  churches  in ii,  313 

—  the  modern ii,  314 

<—  tumult  in ii,  338 

—  Cort6s'  return  to ii,  340 

—  deserted,  to  visit   Cort68   at 

Tezcuoo ii,  355 

Mexico,  Gulf  of i,  163 

—  explored i,  439 

—  valley  of . . . .  i,  354 ;  ii,  36,  105,  148,  197 
Michuacan ii,  172,  note. 

—  embassy  from ii,  300 

—  Colira an  founded  in ii,  314 

*-  ti-adition  in,  concerning  Del- 
uge    ii,  386 

Midwives,  baptism  by .  . . .  ii,  389,  n(At. 


Mier,  Dr i,  66,  note. 

—  identification  of  Quetzalcoatl 

with  St.  Thomas i,  327,  noit. 

Military  service,  obligation  to.,     i,   44 

—  institutions,  Aztec i,   54 

—  orders,  Aztec i,  6S;  ii,    79 

—  code i,   56 

—  discipline i,   56 

—  tactics  of  Tlascalans i,  299 

—  stores  from  Canary  Islands. .   ii,  133 
[Milk,  use  of ii,  408 

Milman i,  64,  noit. 

Milton  cited. i,    62 

Mines  and  minerals i,  113 

—  of  silver ii,  320 

—  of  gold ii,  357 

Minstrels i,  124,  nOc. 

Mirrors i.  406 

Missionaries  to  Cozumel i,  193, 194 

—  to  New  Spain ii,  318 

—  leave  Mexico ii,  3S8 

—  provision  for,  in  Cortes'  will,   ii,  363 

—  charity   for  religious   analo- 

gies of ii,  388 

—  See    Dominican    Friars,    Las 

Casas,  Olmedo,  and  Toribio. 

Mitla,  ruins  at i,  440,  Tiote;  ii,  402 

Mixtecapan   submits   to    Span- 
iards    ii,  129 

Mizquiz ii,  288,  note. 

Moluccas,  expedition  to ii,  357 

Monastic     institutions     among 

Pagans ii,  392,  tioU. 

Mondejar.  Masquis  de i,  455,  n(Ae\ 

ii,  135,  note. 

Money,  substitutes  for i,  118,  ixoit. 

—  See  Currency. 

Mongols,  hieroglyphics  for  years 

ii,  394,  noit. 

—  and  Aztecs,  co-incidences  as  to 

.11,392,398 

Montano,     Francisco,    ascends 

Popocatepetl i,  353 

Mont  Blanc,  height  of  . . i,  351,  noit. 

Monte  jo,  Francisco  de i,  201 

—  sent  to  explore  coast,  .i,  225  228,  239 

—  alcade  of  villa  fiica .'.    i,  331 

—  in  expedition  to  Honduras. . .   ii,  385 
Montejo     and      Puertocarrero, 

mission  of,  to  Spain . .  i,  252 ;  ii ,  427 

—  touch  at  Cuba i,  252,  454 

—  prosecuted  before  Royal  India- 

House 1,454 

—  treatment  of,  by  Charles  V.. 1,455,456 
Monteleone,  dukes  of,  descend- 
ants of  Cort6s i,  374; 

ii,  197,  ndte,  312,  368 

Monterey,  founds  Vera  Cr uz.i,210,7iote ; 

ii,  315,  iwie. 

Montesinos,  old  ballad  of i,  207 

Montezuma  I i,    39 

—  statue  of,  destroyed i,  116,  396 

Montezuma  H i,  42,  71,  77 

—  bas-relief  of,  destroyed i,  115 

—  baths  of i,  141 

—  plunders  Tezcuco i,  153 

—  orthography  of 1,  210,  note. 

—  Coi-t4s'  gift  to i,  212,  213 

— ;iceount  of.  .  .1,  215,  217, 823,'367 :  u,  79 

—  meaning  of  name i,  215,  not^  443 

—  coronation  of i,  216 

—  pomp  and  arrogance  of i,  217 
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Montezuma  II.,  benevolent  and 

religious  acts  of    i,  217 

—  hatred  of i,  217,  239,  349,  366,  402 

—  principal  cause  of  liia  culuiui- 

ties i,  218 

—  resun-ection  of  his  sister .  .i,  220,  note. 

—  dismay  at  landing  of  the  Span- 

iards      i,  220 

—  consultation    with    kings    of 

Tezcuco  and  Tlacopan  ...     i,  221 

—  embassy  to  Cortes i,  222,  244.  313, 

346,  356 

—  forbids    Cortes   to    visit   the 

capital 1.224,  226 

~  inventory  of  gifts  of . .     . .  i,  249,  note, 
250,  note. 

—  efforts  to  subdue  Tlascalans.    i,  383 

—  discouriigeH  Cort68  from  visit- 

ing Mexico. i,  313 

—  otters  triljiite   i,  313 

—  sends  invitation  to  Coi't68  to 

visit  Mejt-ico i,  323 

—  treaclierous  embassy  from,  to 

Cort^ i,  332,  334,  336 

—  effect  of  massacre  at  Cholula 

on 1,345 

—  denies  knowledge  of  the  con- 

spiriM-y i,  347 

—  SpaniardH,  tlie  liistorians  of.,     i,  347 

—  conii)laintri  against i,  .■io6 

—  att<tnpt8  to  bribe  Spaniards,     i,  A56 

—  calls  fonncil  of  noljles i,  357 

—  welcomes  Spaniards  through 

Cacaina    i,  358 

—  respect  for,  near  the  capital.     1,  361 

—  visit  to  Cortes i,  366,  36s,  372 

—  Aztec  bomage  to .  i,  867,  36l»,  376,  400 ; 

ii,  4.33 

—  reception  of  Cortes  at  palace 

of  Axayacati 1,370,  371 

—  conversation  of,  with  Cortes. 

1,372,375 

—  efforts  to  convert 1,  872,  876,  4:H  ; 

..     li,76 

—  pulace  of 1,  374,  893,  395 

—  device  of 1,  374 

—  Cort^  visits 1,374,375 

—  HubmiHHion  of,  to  Charlen  V. 

1,877,441 

—  embfUisbnient  of  Mexico 1,398 

—  statue  of 1,  396 

—  doiiu^stic  eBtaiblishment  of     . 

1,397;  11,432 

—  I  rirclf>f 1,397 

—  I  1,398 

—  I -  I  ort<iM  at  the  in*«'"t  tem- 

ple        1,411 

—  aids  In  preparing  a  cliapel  for 

rort-^ 1,416 

—  treusuri'rt  of,  discovered 1,416 

—  offers  bl**  dutigbter  to  Cort4li0    . 

for  bis  wife 1,  422 

—  selTinie  ()f   1,42.3 

—  dern-t-nfc  f<»    by  Spunliirdn. .       1,425 

—  recrption  of  (juaMni)opoca.  . .     1,  426 

—  fellrn.l  1,  427 

—  d«H'MM«»»  to  rflnrn  to  hlB  own 

palace 1,  1  ' 

—  life  In  J^puniHh  nnartcm I.  i 

—  mniilflcent   spirit  of I,  IIJ  , 

—  visits  tiH-  j^n-af   temple I.IM 

'—  MHiU  In  a  brlgontniv i,  4aj  i 
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Montezuma  II.,  plan  for  liberat- 
ing     1,486 

—  intercedes  for  Cacama i,  437 

—  gift  to  Charles  V i,  443,  446 

—  otters  Cort68  aid  against  Nar- 

vaez i,  467 

—  parting  with  Cort^ i,  487 

—  messenger  from,  to  Cort68. . .    ii,    37 

—  checks  Aztec  insurrection.,    ii,    43 

—  welcomes    ('ort^s ii,    48 

—  Cuitlahua  chosen  successor. . 

ii,  44,  121 

—  witnesses  Aztec  fighting ii,    60 

—  imperial  robes  of li,    60 

—  address  to  his  people ii,    61 

—  wounded ii,    61 

—  death  of,  1520  ii,  76,  78 

—  last  conversation  with  Cortes  ii,    77 

—  commends    his    children    to 

Cort6s    ii,  77,  78  note. 

—  fate  of  his  children     ii,  78,  note, 

.81,  mAe,  86,  98,  436,  440 

—  charactei  of ii,    79 

—  friendship  for  Cort6e li,  79,  vote. 

—  compared  to   Louis   XTV.  of 

France      .   li,    80 

—  age  of ii,   81 

—  descendants  of . . .  .11,  81,  iwtt,  82,  note. 

—  burial  of... 11,    82 

—  son  of,  in  Spain  with  Cortt^s. .    ii,  345 

—  Don  Pedro lii  81,  note,  82,  i,oie. 

—  Hill.     .Sec  Hill. 

Mouths,  Aztec  division  of i,    9& 

Monuments,     Kgj'ptian,    hiero- 

glyi)bic8  on i,  86,  note. 

—  to  (^lutzalcoatl     i,327,  328 

—  in  Central  America ii,  .384 

Moon,  worship  of i,  147.  uolf. 

—  pyramid  dedicated  to  the il    103 

Morals,  .\/tec   1,416 

Moran,  death  of 1,  '290 

Moratln  cited  concerning  Mar- 
ina  1,809,  iioU. 

Morla,  pimishiiient  of i,246 

MorUi,  Francisco de,  mentioned 

11,87,91 

-death  of il,    98 

Mor[)cth,  Lor(|,  poem  by   ...1,236,  iu>tt. 
Morton,  &.  U.  on  burial  of  ilead     il,  3D8 

—  work  oil  American  crania.. 

li,400,  noU. 

Mosaic i,  117,  .366 

Moslems'  method  of  converiiloa    i.  275 

Mothers.     See  Daugbteis. 

Motilbi,  liorse  of  .Sandoval     11,  249  nof^. 

Motoliiiia I,  .IHI 

Moimtajns,  Sleri-a  Madro 1.270 

—  Malin«-I.f I.  31'.'    VM 

—  Cni/dcIM.  -7 

—  of  Klilit-.  ;  ■:  .  «> 
Mnfloz                            the      ni:inu- 

Hor.  I  luguii .       1,    (Il 

—  dl-  iii:imiHerlpt  of  Ifer- 

I.  138.  ,mU. 

—  tr;.,,  .  '    • ""•  '■'  <trUiU- 

vmv  .1,  \^noU. 

Murder,  i  . . .  I,  .'M),  tu^U. 

•  .ly,  A.  t I.  .'»'l,  »..».'4. 

'   i>i- brtTiMtiTi  plnnt   ...       t.  Ill,  •«>.<«. 

.M    -  I.  13J 

It                                     1.147,817,332.370: 
li.  17» 
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Musketry i,  202 

See  Fire-arms. 

Mythology  the  poetry  of  relig- 
ion      i,    61 

—  eiTect  of  the  Aztec i,  154 

Naco,  expedition  to ii,  324,  335 

—  Olid  beheaded  at ii,  324 

Nahviatlacs ii,  171 

Nails i,  393 

Najera,     Dissertatio  de    lAngua 

Uthomito7-um ii,  397,  note. 

Kanies,  derivation  of i,    86 

—  Chi'istian,    given    to    Indian 

converts i,  322,  note. 

Napoleon's  charge  to  his  troops . 

ii,  108,  note. 

Narvaez,  Panfllo  de i,  164,  257,  note. 

—  conquers  Cuba i,  165 

—  account  of i,  457,  458,  note. 

—  sent  against  Cort6s i,  457 

—  will  not  listen  to  Ay  lion i,  459 

—  at  San  Juan  de  Ulua i,  459 

—  summons  Sandoval i,  460 

—  report  of,  sent  to  Spain i,  461 

—  envoys  of,  sent  to  Mexico. . .    i,  462 ; 

ii,18,  20 

—  envoys  of,  received  by  Cortes  i,  463 

—  Cortes'  letter  to i,  463 ;  ii,  20 

—  at  Cempoalla i,  464 ;  ii,    23 

—  causes    Ayllon   to   be  seized 

and  sent  to  Cuba 1,460 

—  reception  of  Olmedo i,  464 

—  proposes  to  liberate   Monte- 

zuma      i,  465 

—  summons  Velasquez  to  join 

him 1,466 

—  vJort6s  marches  against.  1,467;  11,15,18 

—  letter  to  Cort6s ii,  16, 18 

—  summons  Coi'tes  to  surrender,  ii,  16 

—  preparations  for  assaulting. .   ii,    22 

—  marches  to  River  of  Canoes. .   ii,   23 

—  sentinels  of ii,  23,  25 

—  assaulted  and  defeated ii,   26 

—  wounded ii,   26 

—  fettered ii,    26 

—  treatment  of ,  by  Cort6s ii,    28 

—  levies  from,  mutinous ii,  70, 117, 

120,  131,  209 

—  soldiers  of,  laden  with  gold . .   ii,    86 

—  soldiers  of,  disaffected. li,  117, 119,  299 

—  proceedings  in  Spain  in  re- 

gard to ii,  208 

—  In  Spain ii,  307 

Natives,  on  identification  of ii,  393 

Nativity,  astrologers  consulted 

at 1,102 

Nauhcampatepetl,  meaning  of.     i,  272 

Naulinco i,  271 

Navas  de  Tolosa i,  292,  note. 

Needles  made  from  the  Maguey,  i,  112 
Negro  slaves,  Introduction   of, 

into  New  World i,  259 

—  transportation  of,  by  Cort6s.   ii,  358 

—  See  Slaves. 

Nero i,  254,  note. 

New  Spain,  Yucatan  called i,  167 

—  slavery  In ii,  126 

—  Cort6s  made  Governor  of ii,  309 

—  settlements  in ii,  314 

—  population  of  ii,  317,  note. 

—  condition  of  natives  in 11,  817 


New  Spain,  Franciscan  friars  in.  ii,  318 

—  royal  audience  of ii,  343,  353,  355 

—  viceroy  of ii,  358 

—  languages  in ii,  395 

New  Spain  of  the  Sea 11, 134 

New  Vera  Cruz i,  242,  note. 

New  Zealanders  and  Otaheitans. 

ii,  383.  note. 

Nezahaulcoyotl,  prince  of  Tez- 

cuco 1,  36, 128 

—  poetry  of. .  .i,  39,  note,  135, 148;  11,  416 

—  meaning  of  name i,    86 

—  history  of i,  129 

—  defeats  Maxtla  and   regains 

his  empire 1,  131 

—  unites  with  the  Mexicans 1,  132 

—  declares  a  general  amnesty . .     i,  132 

—  code  of  laws  of 1,  51,  note,  132 

—  four  historians  of  the  house 

of 1,  135,  note. 

—  residence  of,  at  Tezcotzinco. . 

i,  137,  139 ;  ii,  420 

—  marriage  of 1,144 

—  temple    to     the    "  Unknown 

God" i,  147 

—  bequeaths    crown    to    Neza- 

hualpilli 1,  150 

—  death  of 1^150 

—  gardens  of il^  164 

Nezahualpilli,  Tezcucan  prince,    i,   47 

—  account  of i,  151 

—  meaning  of 1, 151,  note. 

—  fondness  for  astronomy i,  152 

—  treatment  of  his  son        1,  1.52 

—  treatment  of  guilty  wife.i,  152,  note; 

ii,  421 

—  death  of,  1515 1, 153,217 

—  address    at     coronation     of 

Montezuma i,  215 ;  ii,    81 

—  contest  respecting  succession 

to il,  150 

—  Spaniards  in  palace  of.  11,  152 

Nicaragua,  expedition  to..i,  283;  11,336 
Nicuessa,  expedition  of 1, 173,  181 ; 

11,424 

Niebuhr  on  calendars. i,97,not6,100, note. 

—  on  temples ii,  401, 7iote. 

Night-attacks.. i,  287,  302 ;  ii,  25, 54, 89,^225 
Nine  "  Companions,"  the. .  .i,  100,  note. 

Nitre  for  gun-powder ii,  313 

Noah,    Quetzalcoatl    identified 

with 1,65,  note. 

Nobles,  Aztec i,   43 

—  entertain  minstrels,  buffoons, 

and  jugglers i,  124,  note. 

—  treatment  of,  by   Nezahual- 

coyotl 1,  132 

—  manners  of i,  138,  369,  3S9 

—  treatment  of,  by  Totonacs  i,  240,  241 

—  Tlascalan 1,  280 

—  chivalry  of 1,  284 

—  meet  Cort6s 1,  366 

—  bear  Montezuma  in  palanquin 

1,367,369 

—  must  reside  in  Mexico 1,  389 

—  in  attendance  on  Montezuma.  .1,  397 

—  massacre  of ii,    39 

—  six  sent  to  Tlascala ii,  122 

—  delivered  up  and  sent  to  Gua- 

temozin ii,  164,  260,  276 

—  four  hundred  hung ii,  306 

—  accompany  Cortes  to  Spain ii,  345 
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Noche  txistc ii,  89,  98, 121,  216 

Nootku,  dialects  of ii,  399 

Northineu  visit  America. .  .li,  383,  note. 

NoUtioii  i,  94,  9« 

Numeration,  Aztec i,    94 

Niiflez,  Cortes'  page,  ciialienged.  ii,  263 

Oath  of  accused   admitted  as 

evidence i,  47,  48,  note. 

Oaxaca,  i)Iantation  for  the  crown 

at 1,440 

—  grai)te<l   to   Cort68 i,  440 

—  einl)assy  from 11,129 

—  Alvarado  and  Sandoval  sent 

to 11,302 

—  mineral  wealth  of ii,  302 

—  setLleirientH   in 11,319 

—  Marquess  of  the  Valley  of. ..   11,  349 
Observatory  of  Nezahualpllli  . .     1, 153 

Obsidian,  tools  made  of — i,  115 

Ocelotl 1,  374,  note ;  11,  394,  note. 

Occupations 1,118 

Oil 1,300 

OjedH,  Alonso  do,  memorial  of.     1,  380 

—  in  Mexico 11,  66,  ttote. 

Olea,  ( ;h  ristoval  dc,  rescues  Cor- 

•  t6B 11,  198,  246 

Oleron,  codo  of  laws  of        .  i,  342,  note. 
Olid,  ('riHt6val  de,  sent  in  quest 

of  GtijJilva i,  169 

—  joins  (jort^s i,  185 

—  mentioned i,  229;   ii,  22,  «7 

—  cbivaliy  of ii,    58 

—  sent  to  yiiaulKiuechollan ii,  127 

—  and   Siindovai ii,  173 

—  reconnoitres  Mexico ii,  177 

—  at  Cuernavaca ii,  196 

—  conHi)iraey  iigainst ii,  210 

—  in  ooniinand  at  Cojohtiacan  .    ii,  216 

—  dispute    witli      Alvarado    at 

Ai;<)lnian 11,219 

—  joins  ( 'i»rtA.s  at  Xoloc li,  221 

—  sent  to  Honduras  ii,  322 

—  defeetiou  of li,  324 

—  neatb  of Ji,a24 

Oliiieiio,  i;artoloui6  de,  father.,  ii,  193 

—  elforts  to  convert  iiali  VIS     .,  .i,  i!H, 

205,  2ir.,  24H,  320,  350 

—  gives  images  of  tiie  VirKin  to 

the  cJiiets .     1,226 

—  lnt4irprrtH 1,271 

—  iuterpohltion  of....  1,275,  821,  346,  412 

—  uilministeitt      ubsolutlon      to 

Spunuinls 1,  2;»4,  21« 

—  elianuter  of        1,321 

—  sent  to  Narvarz 1,463 

—  conference  with  Narvaes i,  464 

—  report  to  Cort Ah II,    16 

—  etiortx  t4)  convert  Montezuma  II,  77 

—  perfoiMiH  ina.'^s li,87,213 

—  b>i|)ti/es  MaxlxcA     11,131 

—  rebukes  the  exceHsesof  8|)iin- 

ianlM 11,  2b6 

—  In  .Mexico  ll,81i) 

Onil    iradltion,   eonnuotlon     of 

with  AzUm  nletiire  wrlt- 

hiK  1,88.94 

Orda/.,  hwnu  do I,  18ft;  li,  8C 

—  fM-nt     to     lilxTHto    OhrlHtlan 

prliiont'1-w.  1,198 

—  tMki -^  coMiniand  of  the  Infun- 

Xsy    1,201 


Ordaz,  Diego  de,  in  irons i,  288 

—  ascends  Popocatepetl 1,  351 ,  352 

—  visits  Montezuma  i,  354 

—  forms  settlement  on  Coatza- 

cualco ii,   33 

—  chivalry  of ii,    58 

—  storms  the  great  temple ii.    65 

—  at  evacuation  of  Mexico,  ii,  86,  89,  94 
Ordinances  of  Cortes.. ii,  144,315,  note, 

...317,  nok,  320 

Orellana,  Pizarro,  on  the  birth 

of  Cort68 1,  170,  mir. 

Orizaba,  volcano 1,234,270,  330 

Orteaga,  editor  of  Vey tin's  His- 
tory       i,    41 

Orteguilla,  a  page 1,  434,  451 

Otnlieitiiiis  and  N  ew  Zealanders 

ii,  383,  iuite. 

Otomies  bring  food  to  Spaniards,  ii,  95 

—  account  of  ii,  231,  m^e. 

—  claim  protection ii,  231,  257 

—  join  the  Tiascalans i,  2b3 

—  meaning  of ii,  396,  nutc. 

—  language  of . .     ii,  396 

—  Otompan,or  Otumba ii,  102,  168 

—  battle  of       ii,  109,  111 

Otoncalpolco,  liiil  of ii,    96 

Ovando,   Don   Juan  de,    returns 

manuscripts  to  Sahagun..     i,    81 

—  Don  Nicliolas  de.  flt«  out   un 

armament. . .  .i,  171,  198^  459,  noU. 
Oviedo  de  Valdez.  Gonzalo  Fer- 
nandez, on  tile  banana.,  i.l  11, 7H>(«. 

—  concerning  tlie  turkey   .  .1,  123,  uaU. 

—  on  manifesto  to  the  Indians. 

1,  196,  lUitt. 

—  on  the  value  of  the  ducat,  i,  228,  /nle. 

—  on  value  of  itet-o  dc  oio        .1,  223,  noU. 

—  quoted  i,2.'K,  m>f^,293,  not/*, 466,  ni>te.. 

—  on  device  of  TlascalR. .    .  .1,  296,  note. 

—  on  skill  of  Aztec  goldsmiths. 

i,  871,  m}U. 

—  on  Montezunui's  household.. 

1,398,  lude. 

—  on  Montozuma>  conduct  1,424,  iut(e. 

—  on  thf*  Hiil)mit*sion  of  Monte- 

zuma to  CMuirles  V 1.  442,  lUitr 

—  on  ascendency  of  (""ort^..Ii,  21>,  iv>te. 

—  on  tlie  defeat  of  Narvu«z.il,  30,  tuXe. 

—  on  the  massacre  by  Alvarado. 

11,40,  luttt. 

—  acrotuit  of ii,   46 

—  wrilin(j>«  of it,    i/f> 

—  on  i'ori«'H'  leap II,  75.  u>>ti-. 

—  concerning  Cort^ II,  118,  n.  v. 

119,  mrfr,  171,  u.'tr. 

—  on  l)rigautlnpi«     II,  214,  >i4i/«. 

—  on  numl)«  r  killi d  in  Mexico 

II.  :•       V 

Ovid  .juotril li, 

<iwl.  Mexl(*iin  evil  spirit 1.  <^~,  ;..-U;. 

rAtiFir  orr.AN  «UHCovero<l  by 

IlnllH.a     l.iai 

—  UlHco\eied  auU  Uiken  po— ■ 

sltHi  of        11.801 

—  Snunlnh  ld(>ait  regarding.  11.821 

I'adillu     \.\i\,nUf,Hiyiu<c 

I*Hlntlnir«t     hleroglyphlcul.    In 

'  I.    48 

—  el  idy  Of I.    48 

—  lay^  i\ 1,46,87 
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Paintings,  cycles  of  the  Vatican 

i,  65,  note. 

—  in  Sahagun's  manuscripts i,  81,  82 

—  features  of  Mexican i^  85,  87 

—  color  in  Mexican i,  85 

—  Aztec   and    Egyptian    com- 

pared          i,   So- 

—  chiefly  representative  in  Ana- 

huac 1,   87 

—  connected  with  oral  tradition,  i,    88 

—  education  in i,    88 

—  Humboldt  in  regard  to. . .  i,  88,  note. 

—  destruction  of i,  89,  90 

—  value  of i,   93 

—  sent  to  Spain i,  252 

—  records  in.i,  372 ;  ii, 80,  noU,  172,  7iote. 

—  of  Narvaez's  fleet i,  462 

—  of  the  storming  of  great  tem- 

ple   ii,  68,  note. 

Palace  of  Nezahualcoyotl..  .i,  139, 141; 
ii,  420 

—  Axayacatl i,  370,  371 ;  ii,  49 

—  dukes  of  Monteleone i,  374 

—  Montezuma.  . .  .i,  374,  393,  395 ;  ii,  312 

—  Axayacatl  destroyed ii,  53,  233 

—  Maxixca ii,  115 

—  Nezahualpilli,  Spaniards  in  .  ii,  152 

—  at  Tlacopan ii,  180 

—  of  Guatemozin  destroyed ii,  263 

~  of  Cortes ii,  312,  356 

Palanquin  of  Cacama i,  359 

—  of  Montezuma i,  367 

Palenque i,  205 ;  ii.  327,  402 

—  cross  at il,  388 

—  architecture  in ii,  402,  403 

—  sculpture  in ii,  404 

—  hieroglyphics  in ii,  405 

Palfrey,  John  G.,  lectures  by  . 

ii,  385,  note. 

Palm-leaf,  mats  of i,  371,  374 

Palos,  Cort4s  at ii,  345 

Panuchese  defeated ii,  306 

Panuco,  province  of i,  168 

—  de  Leon  sent  to ii,   33 

—  settlement  at ii,  133 

Papantzin i,  220,  note. 

Paper  for  tribute i,  52,  note. 

—  made  from  the  agave  Ameri- 

cana, or  maguey    i,   89 

Papyrus,  Egyptian i ,    89 

Parliament  or  general  meeting    i,    46 

Pavements i,  370,  396,  414 ;  ii,  406 

Pearls  and  gems  given  to  Cortes 

i,  222,  359,  443 

—  worn  by  Montezuma i,  367 

—  serpent  made  of i,  413 

Penance  among  Tai-tars..ii,  392,  note. 

Penelope,  table  of i,  122,  note. 

Peninsular  War i,  344 

Pentateuch,     the      Teoamoxtli 

identified  with  the i,  93,  note. 

Pepper  plant i,  331 ;  ii,  328 

Perrine,  Dr.,  on  the  agave.. i,  113,  note. 
Persia,  couriers  in i,  54,  note. 

—  computation  of  time i,  96,  note. 

Peru,     method     of     recording 

events  in i,  88,  note. 

—  achievements  in ii,  362 

Peso  de  ore,  value  of i,  223,  note, 

445,  note. 

PesQTiisa  Secreta,  or  Secret  In- 
quiry   ii,  353 


Pestilence  in  Mexico ii,  275 

Peten,  lakeof ii,  332 

Pheasants. i,  235 

Philosophy  and  mythology i,    62 

Phonetic  writing  and  signs i,  84,  86, 

92,  note. 

Pico  del  Fraile,  the  rock i.  352 

Picture  writing i,  84,  213^  401 

Pikes.     See  Lances. 

Pilgrims  to  Cholula i,  328, 329 

Pins  made  from  the  a^ave i,  112 

Pipes i,  399 

Pisa,  tower  of ii,  407 

Pitch  obtained ii,  138 

Pizarro,   Francisco,   conqueror 

of  Peru ii,  22,  345 

Plants,  medicinal i,  270,  396 ;  ii,  185 

Plato's  Atlantis ii,  381 

Plaza  Mayor,  in  Mexicci,  115,  note,  393 

Pliny  on  the  papyrus i,  89,  note. 

Poetry,  Aztec i,   82 

—  Tezcucan i,  94, 135 ;  ii,  416 

Police i,  318,  392,  408 

Polo,  Marco,  on  couriers i,  54,  note. 

—  on  cannibalism ii,  392,  note. 

Polygamy i,  121,  139,  note. 

Ponce,  Don  Vargas,  collection  by.- 

i,  454,  note ;  ii,  135,  note. 

Popes,  power  of i,  342 

Popocatepetl,  volcano  of    ..1,330,412 

—  meaning  of i,  350 

—  description  of i,  351,  353 

—  ascent  of i,  353 

—  sulphur  from. i,  353;  ii,  137 

Popotla,  village  of ii,    93 

Porphyry i,  33,355,389,396 

Porters,  or  Ta?na?ies i,  240,  337 

—  drag  cannon i,  268,  314 

—  carry   Narvaez's   envoys    to 

Mexico i,  461 

—  carry  wounded ii,  100 

—  carry  rigging  from  Vei-a  Cruz,  ii,  138 

—  transport    brigantines    from 

Tlascala ii,  174 

Portraits,  Aztec ii,  404,  7iote. 

Potonchan i,  197 

Pottery i,  116,  note,  318,  327,  405 

Poyauhtlan,  battle  of i,  279,  282 

Prayers,  Mexican,  like  Christian,  i,  67 

—  of  Aztec  priests i,  69;  ii,  139 

—  collection  by  Sahagun i,  182 

—  at  baptism  of  children. .  .ii,  390, 7iote. 
Predictions  or  portents,  as  to 

fate  of  Aztec  empire.,  i,  64,  153, 
218,  220,  312,  327,  345,  441,  443 ;  ii,  154 

Priestesses ij  "0,  note,  415 

Priests,  connection  of,  with  Az- 
tec royalty i,  42,  215 

—  Aztec i,  68,  316,  413,  415 ;  ii,  66.  229 

—  influence  ot i,  68,  7b,  450 

—  duties  of,  in  regard  to  educa- 

tion  i,  68,  70,  88 

—  prayers  of  Aztec i,  69 

—  allowed  to  marry i,   69 

—  first-fruits  for i,    71 

—  policy  of i,   71 

—  Aztec  and  Egyptian i,  71,  note. 

—  procession  of .    i,   72 

—  obtaining  victims  for  sacrifice,  .i,  77 

—  Aztec,  compared  with  Christ- 

ian ?*  in  Middle  Ages i,   77 

—  secret  symbolic  signs  of i,  8f 
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Priests,  lunar  reckoning  of i,  100 

^  calendar  for  keeping  records 

of i,101 

—  ceremony    of     kindling    the 

new  fire 1, 105 

—  Egyptian 1, 140,  iwte. 

—  oratorH  among i,  140 

—  under  Montezuma i,  21« 

—  ToLonac i,  247,  -UH 

—  Ciilk'd  into  consultation i,  302 

—  in  Cholula i,  329,  332 

—  betray  the  conspiracy  of  Cho- 

lulans i,334 

—  Aztec,  made  prisoners ii,   67 

—  released 11,    73 

—  alarm  city ii,    88 

—  encourage  Aztecs 253 

—  eight  days'  prediction  by.ii,  253,  256 

—  dissuade    Guatemozin    from 

surrendering ii,  261 

—  immoralities  in,  punished.       ii,  318 

—  among  Tartiirs ii,  392,  not«. 

—  Mexican  word  for li^  3%,  note. 

Prisoners  for  sacrifice i,50;  ii,  89 

—  zeal  to  make 1,56,77,  292;  ii,  199 

—  compelhid  to  labor i,  139,  ruite. 

—  treatment  of 1,  191 ;  ii,  28,  193,  263 

—  tsiken  by  Cort6s i,  204 

—  Tahascan,  sent  to  their  homes 

by  CovUiB i,  204 

—  saci'iflced    at    coronation    of 

Montezuma i,  216 

—  Aztec  plan  in  regard  to  Span- 

ish      1,334 

—  Cholulan 1,340 

—  Spanish  made,  and  sacrificed 

ii,  202, 204,  247,  250,  267 

—  8(!nt  to  Cojohuacan li,  283 

Prizes,  distribution  of i,  134,  281 

Processions 1,    72 

Pro(;lamation  at  Tabasco 1, 198 

Products i,  111 

Pro|)erty,  right  of 1,    46 

—  of  infidels  and  pirates i,  342,  rutte. 

Protestants  iind  Catholics  . .  .1,  205,  248 

—  creed  as  to  right  of  coixjuest. 

\,'M],M3,iU)fe. 

Provisions  In  Mexican  market.     1,406 

—  scarcity  of 11,  101,326,  327,  447 

—  oimi)  supplied  with 11,  239  ! 

—  Srr.  Fiimine. 

Puebla  du  los  AngoloB..!,  278,3^10,  rutte  ; 

11,  105 

Pu<!rt4^carrero,  Alon^o  Ilernun- 

drz  d«? I,  IKT),  '201,  22i» 

—  drpoHlliini  of 11,  230,  note,  427 

—  uhiKlr  of  VilUi  Iticii 1,281 

—  .Sir  Montrjo  and  l'urrt<Kyirrero. 
Puerto  dr  In  Lena.    See  Sierra 

drl  Aguii. 
Piierte  <lrl  Noml)re  do  Dlos,  or 

ItlshopH  i'aHH \,'2^\,  ruite. 

Pul.pic i,  49,  112,  407 

PinushuMiit,  abHolutlon  mibsti- 

tuted  for  I.    flO 

—  for  falH,.h<M>d »,  1.13 

—  obleetof 1,  188 

Ptirohas,    Snmiu'l,     »nanu»crlpt 

In  his  I'Uurimaur I,  91,  note. 

Puritan    id«^a   of    right  of    ron- 

.jucHt   1.  .*t43,  tu4e. 

Pyramid  of  CholiUu 1,  8S7,  9M,  8W 


Pyramid,  of  Egypt 1,  328,  note. 

—  in  Mexico i,  374 

—  of  Teotihuacan 11,102 

—  view  from  the ii,  104 

—  dedicated  to  the  stars ii,  106 

Qua,  changed  to  Gua ii,141,  note. 

Quachictin,  a  military  order ii,   7» 

Quails, i,  73,  nutc 

Quarries 1,369,389;  ii,  402 

Quauhnahuac.    i>'«e  Cuernavaca. 
Quauhi)opoca,  kills    two   Span- 
iards      i,  420 

—  sent  for  by  Montezuma i,  423 

—  reception  of,  by  Montezuma.     1,  426 

—  death  of 1,426 

QuauhquechoUan     or,     lluaca- 

chula ii,  126 

Quauhtillan ii,  100,  178,  note. 

—  chair-makers  of 1,404 

Quetzalcoatl,  God  of  air...i,  64,  324,  327 

—  traditions  concerning,  favor- 

able to  tlie  Spaniards.  1,64,213 
218,  441,  443;  ii,  153 

—  temple  to l,  64,  327,  328,  414 

—  meaning  of i,  *>5,  note. 

—  Identified  with  Noah..   .     i,  65,  luite. 

—  identified  with  St.  Thomas. .. 

i,  65,  iu)te,  327,  n<ite;  ii,  388 

—  analogies    to    scripture  sug- 

gested by ii,388 

Quiche 1,245 

QulQones,  Antonio  de,capt&in  of 

Cort6s'  body-guard ii,  213 

—  rescues  Cort68 i,  247 

—  senttoSpain 11,304 

—  death  of Ii,  304 

Quintjina,  Life  of  Las  Casas i,  264 

—  concc;rning  Toribio 1,  3rti 

QuinU'ro,  Alon.so 1,178 

Quippus,    used    for    recording 

events I,  88,  note. 

Racine,  quoted.  1, 136,  note ;  II.  142,  note. 

Ujifiles,  Sir  Stamford I,  95,  tuite. 

Ilamusio   on     the    garrison    at 

Mfxiro 1,  467,  tUjte. 

Itangrr,  Uodrlgo,  comraander  at 

VrniCruz il,    84 

—  ujission  to 11,117 

—  takes   troops  sent  by  Velaa- 

«|uez II,  132 

—  piirchases  a  ship  with  mlU- 

tJiry  stores 11.  i:w 

ll4ink  dclhu'd  by  dress I,  2>»0 

ICanking's  iiistorUal  liesenreheH 

1,  147,  fioU;  ll,Si»:{.  Ui-te. 

Ravenna,  Jmttlo  of H,  17,  n<rfr. 

Kaynal,  Abb#>, i«  114,  untr. 

lUizors ....     1.  40t 

RcbrlH.Tipciincos  considered  as  II.  125 

Azl<M'H  con.sldcred  as il,  14'J 

R<*<Tlv«'rgtMH<rul 1,    M 

K4)fini'm«>Mt    In    domostio   mun- 

nrrs 1,  190.  \M 

—  shown  In  council  of  niuslo I   i   i 

—  of  T^>tonacs 1.  -'.>." 

—  Srr  Civilization. 

Itollglon.  Mythology  the  iKKitry  of  1,61 

—  MrxU'an I,    «a 

—  similar  IdeaH  In  regard  to,  in 

rviuote  r«|flons 1, 68,  ndr,  83 


482 


INDEX. 


BeligioM,    influenoe    on    Aztec 

character i,   78 

—  of  Totonacs i,  246 

—  of  Anabuac 1,  320,  note. 

—  on  outraging i,  450 

—  ^'ee  Christianity. 

Religious  services,  public i,    72 

—economy  of  Aztecs  like  that  of 

the  Egyptians 1,   83 

Repartimientos,  system  of. .  i,  163,  258 

—  to  Cort68 i,  173, 177 ;  ii,  125 

—  regulations  respecting ii,  316,  372 

Reservoir  of  stone  for  fish i,  362 

Resurrection      of     Tangapan's 

sister ii,  172,  note. 

Reubios,  Dr.  Palacios,  formula 

by i,  198,  iiote. 

Revenues,  royal ij  51, 137,  365 

—  See  Tribute. 

Ribera,  on  Indian  maps i,  89,  note. 

Rich,  Obadiah i,  383 

Rigging,  saved  and  used . . .  i,  255,  432 ; 

ii,33, 131,  176 

Rio  de  la  Antigua . .      1,  234 

—  de  Tabasco i,  167.  197 ;  ii,  326 

—  Gila,  remains  at ii,  398 

Rites  of  confession  and  absolu- 
tion     i,   69 

Ritter  in  regard  to  Hindoo  sys- 
tem   ij  63,  note. 

River  of  Bannei-s i,  167,  207 

—  of  Canoes ii,  21,  23 

Road  to  Mexico  blocked  by  Mon- 
tezuma      i,  350 

Robertson,  William,  on  slaves . . 

ij  50,  note. 

—  on  'Dresden  Codex i,  91,  note. 

—  on  value  of  silver  wheel,  i,  223,  note. 

—  mentioned,  .i,  231,  note,  380,  457,  note. 

—  spelling  of  names  by i,  239,  nxite^ 

—  on  Cortes'  first  letter —  i,  250,  nxite. 

—  on  destruction  of  the  fleet  i,  257, note. 

—  on   the  treasure    of    Monte- 

zuma    i,  445,  note. 

—  on  Cortes'  expedition  to  Hon- 

duras   ii,  340, 7iot€. 

Bock  of  the  Marquess ii,  222 

—  Pico  del  Fraile  i,  352 

Roman  Catholic  communion. . .    i,  205, 

248:ii,  286  j 

—  creed  as  to  right  of  conquest.  1,341,343  ' 

Romans,  theii'  successes i,  40,  /to(e. 

Royal  Audience  of  St.  Domingo .  ' 

i,  458,  461 ;  ii,  208  , 

Royal  Audience  of  Spain. ii,  343, 353, 355  ' 

—  treatment  of  Cortes.  ii,  354,  355  j 

—  disagreement  of  Cortes  and. .  ii,  356  1 

^  superseded  by  a  viceroy ii,  358 

Royal  Council  of  Spain i,  198  , 

Ruins  at  Copan  ii,  335 

—  American ii,  398, 406  \ 

i 
Saavedra,  on  canoes i,  365,  note.  \ 

—  quoted i,  368,  note ;  ii,  246,  note,  i 

Sacrifices,  human i,  54,  63,  67,  73,  75  ' 

...    146,  218,  346,  413  ! 

—  Huitzilopotchli i,  63,  76  I 

—  at  funerals  of  the  rich i,    67 

—  at  confession  and  absolution. 

1,70,  note. 

—  origin  of,  in  Anabuac i,  73,  nf^. 

—  ofwomen i,   75 


Sacrifices,  of  infants l,    71 

—  in  season  of  drought i,   76 

—  gladiatorial i,   75 

—  to  Tezcatlipoca  i,   75 

—  commanded    by    the    Aztee 

ritual i,  75,  327 

—  in  Rome i,  76,  note. 

—  victims  procured  for.  .i,  77,  also  note. 

—  compared  to  the  Inquisition,    i,    78 

—  influence  on  Aztec  character,    i,   78 

—  Nezahualcoyotl's     ideas    re- 

garding     1,  146 

—  at  death  of  Nezahualpilli .  i,  153,  nde. 

—  at  the  Isia  de  los  Sacrificios .  i,  168, 207 

—  not  offered  at  Cozimiel i,  193 

—  of  Christians  wrecked  at  Yu- 

catan       i,  195 

—  at  coronation  of  Montezuma,    i,  216 

—  remains  of,  at  Vera  Cruz i,  235 

—  victims  demanded  for i,  240 

—  in  Tlascala i,  282 

—  in  Cholula j ,  329 

—  of  Spaniards. . .  .ii,  67,  90,  99, 121,  142, 

172,  202,  251 

—  among  the  Mongols ii,  392 

Sacrificial  stone        i,  72,  74,  410;  ii,  251 
Sahagun,    Bernandino     de,    on 

senators i,  43,  note. 

—  on  baptism i,  67,  note. 

—  mentioned i,  69,  note,  167,  note, 

866,rjot€. 

—  account  of i,   80 

—  death  of i,    82 

—  translations  by i.   94 

—  on  unlucky  days 1,  96,  note. 

—  condemns  the  calendar i,  101 

—  concerning  merchants i,  120,  note. 

—  on  counsels  to  daughters  i,  121,  note ; 

ii,  413 

—  on  counsels  to  a  son i,  122,  note. 

—  on  Chalchuites i,  226,  note. 

—  on  Quetzalcoatl i,  328,  note. 

—  concerning  artillery i,  374,  note. 

—  on  the   battle   on   the   great 

temple ii,  66,  note. 

—  on  the  Devil ii,  121,  note. 

—  on  small-pox ii,  131 

—  on  use  of  human  skins. .  .ii,  151,  note. 

—  on  the   demolition  of  build- 

ings   ii,  259,  note. 

—  on  destruction  of  temples ii,  319 

—  on  Aztec  baptism ii,  390,  note. 

St.  Antonio,  cape i.  185, 188 

—  Augustine ii,  382,  note. 

St.  Domingo i,  163,  169 

—  Royal  Audience  of i,  458 

—  report.of  Eoyal  Audience  of, 

concerning  Narvaez i,  461 

—  Cort6s'  letter  to ii,  136 

—  Dominic,  Brothers  of i,  260 

—  Franci.*,  convent  of 1,  270 ;  ii.  340 

—  Hypolito ii,278 

St.  Jago  de  Cuba i,  165, 167 

—  Cortes  made  alcalde  of i,  177 

St.  James,  appearance  of.  in  bat- 
tle  i,  203,  note :  ii,  75,  111,  ncte. 

—  patron  saint  of  Spaniards ii,    75 

—  Lucar,  vessel  arrives  at — i,  253,  454 

—  Peter i,  189,  203,  note;  ii,  199 

—  Thomas,  identified  with  Quet- 

zalcoatl. i,  65,  note,  327,  note:  ii,  398 
Salanmaca 1,170 
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Salamanca,  Juan  de ii,  110 

Suiuzar,  Juan  de,  killed ii,  91 

■     -     liy 


Sales  or  uiercliandiae i,  118 

Salt        .   i,  33,  52,  twte,  137,  note;  ii 

—  Tla.scalans  witliout i,  284 

—  SpaiiiardH  witiiout i 

—  nianiifacture  of i 

Salute,  Indian i 

Salvatierra. . .   1,  464 ;  ii 

—  treatment  of,  by  Cortes ii 

San  Chri9t6bal ii 

Sanctuary,  privileges  of,  claimed 

by  Cort6s 1 

SandalH i 

—  of  Montezuma i 

Sandoval,  Gonzalo  de  ..1,  265,  455,  n 

ii,  86,  91. 

—  joins  Cort^'8 1,185;  il 

—  in  charge  of  army i 

—  visits  Montezuma i,  374 

—  commander  at  Villa  Rica..i,  431 

—  summoned  Ijy  Narvaez i 

—  treatment  of  Guevara i 

—  sends  reports  to  Cortes i 

—  to  Uike  Narvaez Ii 

—  chivalry  of ii,  58 

—  storms  great  temple ii 

—  defeats  Aztecs ii, 

—  commander  at  Tezcuco  11,165,177 

—  sent  to  (Jhalco ii.  lictS,  184 

—  sui)crintends  removal  or  brig- 

antines ii,  173 

—  at  Zoltepec ii 

—  account  of 11 

—  at  liuHxtepec  ii 

—  wounded   ii,  186 

—  miMunderstitnding   with  Cor- 

U\-^ ii 

—  at  Acolman 11 

—  ccjiispi racy  agiiinst Ii 

—  sent  fo  Iy.tui)alapan il 

—  at  Cojohuacan ii 

—  at  tlie  'l\^i)(J»;cac  causeway. . .    11 

—  to  Join  Alvanido ii 

—  lu  the  assault ii,  231,  242 

—  visit  to  (y'ort^'H.   ii 

—  horse  of ii 

—  to  intercei)t  Guatemozin ii 

—  ciiarge  concerning  Guatemo- 

zln il 

—  dlHi)ut43  wltli  llolguin 11 

—  sent  t<)  <Jaxaca ii 

—  detachment  under,  to  estab- 

lisli  colouirs..   ii 

—  hangs  four  liiiiiilred  chiefs, . .    11 
-  routs  the  I'anuchese ti 

—  accompanies  Cort^H  to  Ilon- 

•  luras..    11 

—  domestic  of,  pimlHhed II 

—  Mi-companleH  Cort^«s  to  Spain.    11 

—  <lealh  of Ii 

San  Kst/vun II,  :w«l 

—  Gil  de  HiunnVlBta II 

Sum  .Juan  <U^  liluu 1,  ItiN 

—  Narvaez  at I 

—  Vera  Cruz  !)ullt  At ...     1 

—  (!ort«'>»at II 

Han  Lucar,  arrival  at 1 

Siintu  Cruz II 

—  Maria  da  la  Vltorla I 

SiisljcH,  or  MnrfUUl 1,  866 

0ftuuedo,  u  ciivaller 1 
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Saussure,  M.  de 1,  851,  iiote. 

Scales  and  weights  unknown  to 

tile  Aztecs i,  408,  444 

Scalping . .  i,  56,  note. 

iScliiller  (juoted i,  102,  note. 

Sci)ools,  buildings  for i,    70 

—  the  Calmecac i,    70 

—  Aztec     1,415 

—  founded     ii,  318 

Science,  Toltecs  the  source  of. . .     i,    79 

—  mathematical i,    94 

—  instrument?^  of    i,  103,  iU)te. 

—  tribunal  for  works  on i,  133 

—  among  Tlascalans i ,  282 

Scipio  quoted ii,  4.33 

Scott,  Sir  Walter,  quoted ii,  371 

Sculpture i,  115, 139,  ruA,e ;  ii,  404 

Secret  Inquiry,  tlie ii,  3.53 

Sedeflo  joins  the  armada i,  185 

Scgnra  de  la  Frontera ii,  134 

Senators 1,  43,  note. 

Sentence,  capital,  indicated i,    48 

Sentinels il.  23,  25,  88 

Sepulveda,  discussion  with  Las 

Casus i,  261 

Serpent,  typical  of  time.   i,    84 

—  symbol  of  age i,  100,  lutle. 

—  collection  of.   i,  395 

—  wall  of 1,409;  ii,  39,229 

Serradifalco,  duke  di ii,  404,  luAt. 

Sheep,   Merino,    introduced   by 

Cortes     11,366 

Shell  and  gold,  collar  of i,  371 

Shields i,  297 

Ship,  Aztec  painting  of i,  214 

—  strange,  at  Villa  Kica i,  267 

See  Arnuida  awi  Vessels. 

Sick  and  wciunded  11,100 

—  transi)oitation  of il,  115 

Sidonia,  Medina 11,347,365 

Sierra  <lel  Agua i,  272 

—  de  los  I'euernalcs ii,.335 

—  Madre  1,  268,  270 

—  DeMalinche...  1,330;  Ii,  68,  iu4f,  i;W 

—  Temi)ladK 1,31,270 

SicHUi I,  128,  note,  372.  too 

.Signet  of  Montezuma 1,  423 

Sigueuza,  in    regard  to  Quetzal- 
coat  1 1,  65,  TMrfe. 

Silk,  among  tlu-  Aztecs i,  117,  »k»/<-. 

—  -worm  lntro<luced  by  Uort^     Ii,  .*J.'»7 
Sliver 1,.VJ,  113 

—  given  to  Cort^ I,  22^i,  446 

—  tMilrasses 1,  2'.KJ 

—  compared  with  gold 1,445,  iu>tr. 

—  mines  of        11.  .'tjo 

—  from  /acafecas .    .    Ii.  .v.'>7 

Sin,  .\zt«c  origin  of 11,887,  »urfr.  hv.j 

Hlsmondl  on  blaspheni}' II,  145,  n.  h 

SkluH,  use  of  human U,  151,  ti<J> 

Skulls 1,77,  415 

—  fourul  at  (^<H*otlun  I.  273 

—  co-lnddeneeH  with  Mexicitn       11,  4tH) 

—  Mcarc«'neHM  <»f  Azloo.    II.  400,  lu-tr. 

Slavery,  A /tec i,  60;  li,   t''»4 

—  -  of  liullans         1 1,   ill". 

HlaveH    in    Kgypt 1,60,  ti,>f, 

—  HiicrlfltH)  of. l.    67 

—  A>:t4'0 i.lltf 

—  IntllaiiH  as I,  ItUI 

—  expedition   to    tlie    Hahiimiut 

for 1,  16&,  l«J7,  noU. 
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Slaves,  female,  given  to  Cort6s.  1,204,246 

—  sent  to  Spain i,  252 

—  Negro,  in  New  World i,  25y 

—  sent  to  Cort6s i,  346 

—  for  sale 1,  406 ;  ii,  179 

—  branded ii,  125,  174 

—  hung  by  Cortes ii,  146 

—  Cortes'  scruples  as  to ii,  316,  364 

—  exemption  of ii,  317 

See  Repartimientos. 

Slings  used  by  Aztecs 11,   53 

Small-pox ii,  33,  n<jte. 

—  epidemic  of ii,  131 

—  Maxixca  dies  of ii,  131 

Smoking i,  122, 123,  note,  399 

Snuff  used  by  Aztecs i,  132 

Solar  Calendar,  the i,   99 

Soldiers,  consideration  for i,    54 

—  punished  by  death i,    56 

—  destroy  manuscripts. i,    90 

—  Nezahualcoyotl's  kindness  to 

disabled i,  146 

—  hospital  for  disabled i,  217 

—  barter  for  gold i,  222 

—  desire  to  return  to  Cuba i,  228 

—  Tlascalan i,  296,  296 

—  punishment  of i,  425,  note. 

—  dissatisfied  with  the  division 

of  the  treasure i,  446 

—  invalid,  in  charge  of  gold ii,  116 

—  wounded,  treatment  of .  ii,  239,  note. 
Soils,  Don  Antonio,  de i,  166,  note, 

...  .174:,  note,  200,  note,    232,   note, 
241,  note ;  ii ,  106,  note. 

—  concerning  the  extent  of  Tlas- 

cala i,  283,  nott. 

—  on  Xicotencatl i,  285,  note. 

—  concerning  the  conversion  of 

Montezuma i,  434 

—  on  the  capture  of  the  conspir- 

ators    i,  439,  note. 

—  on  the  submission  of  Monte- 

zuma to  Charles  V i,  442,  wote. 

—  on  death  of  Montezuma,  ii,  79,  note. 

—  on  descendants  of   Montezu- 

ma    iij  82,  note. 

— on  the  Devil ii,  256,  note,  392,  note. 

—  account  of ii,  292 

Songs  and  hymns  of  Aztecs i,   94 

Sons,  counsels  to.. i,  121,  note,  122,  note. 

Sophocles,  cited ij  IH,  note. 

Sotelo,  advice  of ii,  269 

South ey  .  .1,  55,  note,  105,  note,  295,  note, 

363,  note ;  ii,  224,  note. 

Sovereigns,  Aztec i,   42 

—  influence  of  priests  on i,   78 

—  presents  to i,  119 

—  power   of,  for    amelioi'ating 

condition  of  man i,  154 

—  the  title i,  230,  note. 

Spain  under  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella      i,159 

— .subsequently i,  161 

—  gold  sent  to,  by  Velasquez ...    i,  169 

—  titles  given  royal  family  in. . . 

i,  230,  note. 

—  despatches  to,  by  Cort68.i,  249,261,253 
--  fli-st  visit  of  Charles  V.  after 

his  accession i,  455 

—  report  of  Narvaez  sent  to i,  461 

—  fruitful  in  historical  composi- 

tion    ii,  46 


Spain,  chivalry  in ii,  200 

—  faction  in,  against  Cort6s 

ii,  208,  304,  341 

—  Narvaez  and  Tapia  in  ii ,  3o7 

—  contest  against  slavery  in  . .   iii  317 

—  Cort§s  in ii,  345,  347 

Spaniards,  traditions    concern- 
ing  1,64,345,441,443;    ii,  153, 

169,  172,  note. 

—  preservation  in  battle i,  74.  292 

—  desire  for  gold     .  i,  204,  210,  213,  274 ; 

ii,122 

—  assisted  by  Indians .     i ,  211 

—  sick  and  in  need  of  supplies . .    i ,  225, 

226,  228 

—  effect  of   Montezuma's   gifts 

on i,  225,  373,  378,  426,  438 

—  deserted  by  Indians.      1,226;  ii,  327 

—  desire  to  return  to  Cuba i,  228 

—  desire  to  establish  a  colony . . 

1,230,231 

—  discontent  among i,  229,  230,  232. 

307;  ii,  117 

—  supplied  with  food  by  Toton- 

acs i,  235 

—  at  Cempoalla i,  237 

—  assisted  by  the  Totonacs i,  240 

—  aid  cacique  of  Cempoalla i,  245 

—  send  gold  to  Spain i,  249 

—  destruction  of  ships,  effect  on 

1,255,256 

—  achievements   of,   compared 

to  ancient  Romans 1,  269 

—  suffer  from  cold i,  271,  350,  354 

—  arrive  at  Cocotlan 1,  272 

—  served  by  female  slaves i,  274 

—  attacked  by  Tlascalans i,  286 

—  inTlascala 1,286,316;  ii,  16 

—  fight  Tlascalans.. .  .1,  288,  290,  298,  300 

—  loss  of i,  291,  292,  note,  300 

—  the  killed  are  buried 1,300 

—  condition  of,  after  battle  of, 

Tlascala i,  800, 301 

—  night  attack  on,  by  Tlascalans 

1,302,303 

—  called  "  Children  of  the  Sun",   i,  302 

—  reception  of,  by  Tlascalans ...    i,  317 

—  marry  Tlascalan  maidens  ...    i,  322 

—  enter  Cholula i,  331 

—  called  the  "  TV^ite  Gods," ....    i,  345 

—  judging  actions  of 1,  345 

—  leave  Cholula i,  349 

—  city  of  Mexico,  as  seen  by  the    i,  354 

—  bribes  offered i,  356 

—  route  to  Mexico i,  358,  360 

—  enter  Mexico i ,  364,  369 ;  ii,  228 

—  effect  of  market  on  the i,  408 

—  visit  the  temples i,  408 

—  assaulted  in  Mexieo ii,  33,  45,  58 

—  besieged ii,   37 

—  Aztecs  set  fire  to  quarters  of.  ii,   53 

—  killed  in  great  temple ii,   67 

—  set  fire  to  Mexico ii,   68 

—  from  Narvaez,  revolt ii,   70 

—  leave  Mexico ii,   87 

—  attacked  by  Aztecs ii,   88 

—  at  hill  of  Otoncalpolco ii,   95 

—  called  Teules . .  ii,  100,  note. 

—  suffer  from  hunger ii,  191 

—  sufferings  of ii,  34, 102,  254 

—  wounded  at  battle  of  Otuniba.  ii,  109 

—  «ut  off.  ii,  116 
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Spaniards  and  Tlascalans,  jeal- 
ousy between ii,  120 

—  made  prisoners  and  sacrificed 

. . .  .ii,  121,  172,  202,  245,  247,  251,  254 

—  joined  by  forces  from  Velas- 

quez    ii,  132 

—  price  set  on  heads  of ii,  141 

—  Killed  by  Coanaco ii,  150 

—  in  palace  of  Nezuhualpilli. ...    ii,  152 

—  Guatcmozin's  accountof.ii,  172. note. 

—  capture  Cuernavaca li,  194 

—  snrt'er  from  thirst ii,  197 

—  in  the  great  temple ii,  229 

—  assault  by 11,  232,  276 

—  loined  by  allies  ii,  238 

—  l0H8  of,  in  Mexico ii,  250 

—  heads  of,  shown  to  Cort68 ii,  250 

^-  Jubilant  over  the  victory ii,  286 

—  defeat  the  Panuchese ii,  306 

—  settlement  of,  in  Mexico,  .ii,  314,  319 

—  illusion  of  the ii,  322 

—  dreadftil  march  to  Honduras,  ii,  326 
Spanish  nobles  and  Charles  V... 

.  i,  161 ,  note. 

Spears  and  darts 1,  288,  295,  296 

—  used  by  Aztecs ii,  121 

Sphinx  colored  red ii.  403,  mite. 

Spies 1,  119,349;  ii,  141 

—  punishment  of i,  310,  311 

SpiMclo,  Marquess  of i,  107 

StJinclard,  Aztec  national.   .  .1,  56;  ii,  55 

—  of  Cortes i,  186 

—  or  Xicotencatl 1.  289,  21*6 

—  of  Tliiscalji   i, 'i9i),  «o/r. 

Stiirs  worsiiiijped i,  147,  iu4c. 

—  pyramids  d«!dicated  to  the. . .    ii,  105 

State,  council  of i,  133 

SttttiMH 1,  141;  11,402 

—  of  Montezuma i,  3% 

—  of  Mie  sun Ii,  106 

Stcfl  unknown  to  Aztecs 1,  370 

StenoKiaphy,    hieroglyphics    a 

kind  of 1,    Hfi 

Stephens,  work  on  Yucatan. i,  192,  iU)le. 

—  on  volranocH 1,.351,  ruite. 

—  on  (.^o/.umei  crosH 11,  "W*.*,  mAr. 

Stone  houses 1,166,1'.''  (, 


;ii 


—  for  sacrifice 1,  72,  74,  4iu.  n,  j  1 

—  wall 1,  278 

—  for  bnlldingH   1,  .189,  409,  tu>/#-. 

Stones  UMcl  lu  baltlt! II,  57,  74,  KH) 

—  hurled  from  giTut temple ii,    »15 

—  hurled  at  Jucapluhtia 11,  186 

Stools J,  ;17 1 

Storm M,  thmuler 1,  319 

—  veHHi'lH  lost  III 1,  4.M» 

—  ill  (Hy  of  Mexico  11,2X1 

Btralt,  fh'pts  for  dlH«'overy  of...    11,  'Vl\ 
8tr<^«-'    II'  »  h«)iuiu  1,  ;».■«•-' 

—  <•  'las 1 ,  :15h 

—  11.       •    .      «> 1,  afl6.;W9.  390.  3\>2.  411  ; 

Jl,    73 

—  See  Canals. 

Stucco                  1,987,  365,  3GU,  •412;  n,  KM 
SucLouluB,  quot4M| I,  i.vj,  n*  tf. 

—  rxnicemlng  Nwro I,  "JM,  n«t/»-. 

Stigtir,  how  supplied.. 1,11'J 

-win.' 1,  16a,16A;  n     <"<>    i'"'. 

Snlly,  diikn  of A. 

Sulphur Ii,  l.i. 

■tiu,  obJ«MTt  of  worship i,    74  I 


ii, 

109 

i, 

223 

i, 

303 

i, 

323 

ii, 

103 

1, 

78 

ii, 

273 

i, 

214 

1, 

31»9 

Ii, 

121 

i. 

297 

1, 

394 

Smi,  temple  to  the...  .1, 147,  note; 

—  plate  representing  the 

—  Spaniards  called  children  of 

the 

—  Alvarado  called  child  of  the. 

—  pyramid  dedicated  to  the 

Superstition,  Aztec  

—  during  the  siege 

Supplies  for  Spaniards  ordered 

by  Teuhtlile 

Sweetmeats,  Aztec 

Swords i,  115; 

—  substitute  for 

—  Indian 


T ABASC ANS i,  197,  200,  202 

—  defeat  of        i,  198,  203 

—  chiefs  visit  Cort6s i,  204 

—  conversion  of i,  206 

—  furnisii  maps  of  the  comitry 

to  Cortes ii,326 

Tabasco,  battle  of i,  198 

—  destruction  of  images  In. . ..      i,  liH 

—  Itiode 1,167,197:  ii,  326 

Table-land i,  82,  270,  27si ,  ii,  320 

Table,  ceremonies  at i,  122,  124 

—  hicroglyphical    i>  W^i  «of«. 

Tactics,  Aztec  militiiry I,    56 

Tacuba.    See  Tlacopan. 

Ta manes.     See  Porters. 

Tamerlane i,  415,  note. 

Tangapan,  lord  of  Michuacan... 

ii,  172,  iwle. 

—  resurrection  of  sister  of  ii,  172,  ruite. 
Tapia,   Andres   de,  at   Cuerna- 
vaca     . ii,  196,  242,  348,  257 

—  wounded 11,249 

—  ClirisKn  al  de,  commissioner 

to  Vera  Cruz  11,  209,  306 

botiglit  oil 11,306 

—  In  Spain 11,807 

-  accompanies  Cortl^*  to  Spain,  ll,  345 
Tapia,  trt-asurer  of  Montezuma.    1.  401 

Taragona,  atrocities  at i,  3-14 

Tarentum,  vessels  at 11,  176,  mAe. 

Tartars,  sign  for  years ii,  3i>ft,  nfrf<^. 

Ta.sco,  mines  of 1.  118;  11,  :i20 

TasHo 11,401,  ncfr. 

Tatius,  Achillea 11,  8U6,  iu4e. 

T.i.xcs i,    51 

—  Impo.scd  by  Montezama  ....     1,217 

—  Sff  Triliiitf. 

Tax  gatherers 1,  62,  24V 

—  gather    tribute    for    Spanish 

sovrreign 1,  44J 

Te^Mleo,  wlfrof  Montt'znnm.  11,81,  no(«. 
Tec<H!ol,  C44Clque  of  Tozcuco 

il.lOS,  iu4t 

T«'or#^tHn     1,166 

Tt'culi'lino,  wlf'"'-'  f?""'»"^mEln, 

and     dm  lontr- 

zunnt.ll,      .  .1   ..'M^i.Sau,  n<i«. 

-  HovenU  husbKnUn  of i^«^*  lute^ 

Mt,  ntie. 

( 'ort/«'  rvoepUon  of Ii,  Ml 

^Munf   to ,...       ,      II,  440 

'r<  "  niHfom  nn  to.  .1.  Mi,  ;jn(r. 

I  >:ol(l  from  II.  SOf 

•I  ■  -,......'....  1   lOS.  luHe. 

I  iMUo-Kemonsls  oodex  .1.  77,  luify 

9t.  miTc 

TulUar,  AruHbiakup 1,  M,  tujU. 


486 


INDEX. 


Tempest  after  the  siege ii,  283 

Temples  or  teocallis,  to  Huitzi- 

lopotchli i,    63 

^  account  of i,  69,  71,  note. 

—  Egyptian i,  b3,  note. 

—  built  by  Nezahualcoyotl 1, 147 

^  Toltec,  t«  the  sun i,  147 

—  in  Cozumel i,  192 

—  rifled  by  Alvarado i,  191 

—  embellished  by  Montezuma.,    i,  217 

—  turret     of     one    in    Mexico 

burned i,  219,  220 

—  deserted i,  235 

—  cleansed i,  248 

—  at  Tlatlauquitepec  i,  273 

—  on  hill  of  Tzompach i,  294,  314 

—  to  Quetzalcoatl 1,  328,  339,  414 

—  in  Cholula i,  329 

—  modern,  on  site  of  Quetzal- 

coatl      i,346 

—  mentioned. . .  .i,  364,  369,  370,  410,  414 ; 

ii,    66 

—  visited  by  Spaniards i,  408 

—  form  of i,  409,  note,  410,  note. 

—  buildings  attached  to i,  415,  416 

—  chapel  in  the  great i.  449 

—  occupied  by  Narvaez. ii,   23 

—  Huitzilopotchli  stormed  and 

burnt ii,  64,  67,  266 

—  at  Popotla ii,    93 

—  on  hill  of  Montezuma ii,   95 

—  to  the  sun ii,  105 

—  at  Xochimilco ii,  200,  401 

—  atTacuba ii,  205 

—  the  great,  Spaniards  in ii,  229 

—  fight  at  the  great ii,  230,  266 

—  destruction  of ii,  319,  note. 

—  of  Cholula ii,  38« 

—  See  Huitzilopotchli,  Idols,  and 

Quetzalcoatl. 

Tenajoccan 1,  404 ;  ii,  178,  note. 

Terrayuca,  temple  in i,  410,  note. 

Tenochtitlan  or  Mexico i,  37,  354 

—  derivation  of i,  37,  note,  370,  note. 

—  prosperity  of    i,   39 

—  See  Mexico,  City  of. 
Teoamoxtli,  Divine  Book  of  the 

Aztecs i,  93,  note. 

Teotihuacan,  San  Juan,  pyra- 
mids of ii.  102 

—  meaning  of ii,  103 

Tepanecs i,  36, 162 

Tepeaca,  Spaniards  massacred 

in ii,  116 

—  submission  of,  to  Cortes ii,  125 

Tepeacans,  account  of ii,  124 

—  defection  of ii,  254 

Tepechpan  exposed  to  death i,  143 

Tepejacac,  or  Tepeaca ii,  124,  note. 

—  causeway  of i,  389 ;  ii,  225 

Tetzmellocan,  village  of ii,  147 

Tetzontli,  a  porous  stone i,  374 

Teuhtlile,  governor  under  Mon- 
tezuma      i,  210 

^visits  Cort6s  1,212,222 

—  orders  supplies  for  the  Span- 

iards  1,214,221 

Teules ii,  100,  note. 

Tezcatlipoca,  sacrifices  in  honor 

of 1,73,418 

Tezcotzinco,  palace  and   ruins 

there i,  140, 142-,  402,  420 


Tezcucans,  arrival  of  the,  in  An 

ahuac   i,  36, 128 

—  character  of i,  36,  79 

—  assaulted  and  beaten i,  36,  38,  128 

—  institutions  of i,  42,  47 

—  civilization  of  the ij  57,  154 

—  dialects  of ij  9^,  135, 154 

—  origin  of i,  128 

—  fidelity  of i,  131 

—  laws  of  Nezahualcoyotl i,  132 

—  courts  of i,  133 

—  transfer  of  their  territory  to 

Aztecs i,  153 

—  cause  of  superiority  of i,  154 

—  oppose  Cortes ii,  106 

—  in  Cortes'  second  expedition,   ii,  190 

—  eflSciency  of,  at  the  siege  of 

Mexico ii ,  231 

—  desertion  of ii,  254 

—  return  of ii,  256 

See  Nezahualcoyotl. 

Tezcuco,  situation  of ..  .i,  36,  139;  ii,  163 

—  meaning  of. .  .i,  36,  note\  ii,  152,  note. 

—  judicial  arrangements  in i,    46 

—  death  sentence  in i,   48 

—  destruction  of  paintings  in. . .    i,   89 

—  merchants  of i,  120 

—  golden  age  of i,  128 

—  council  of  music    i,  133 

—  poets  of i,  135 

—  palace  of  the  king,  in i,  137, 138 

—  description  of i,  137,  436 

—  population  of i,  137,  note,  436 

—  revenues i,  137 

—  the  royal  harem i,  138, 143 

—  archives  of .1, 138;  ii,  152 

—  architecture  of i,  142 

—  Nezahualpilli,  King i,  151 

—  territory  taken  by  Montezu- 

ma   i,  153 ;  ii,  80 

—  divided  between   Cama  and 

Ixtlilxochitl i,  218 

—  Franciscan  convent  at i,  382 

—  painters  of i.  404 

—  Cort6s  at ii,  36,  355 

—  condition  of  affairs  in ii,  151 

—  Tecocol  cacique  of ii,  153 

—  brigantines  at ii,  175, 187 

—  Cort6s  buried  at ii,  366 

Tezcuco,  lake  of  ..i,  219,  279,  354,  362,  412 

—  conjectural  limits  or i,  361,  note. 

—  dike  across i,  364 

—  towns  on i,  365,  note,  391 

—  canoes  on i,  365, 370 ;  ii,  178 

—  height  of i,  387,  note. 

—  description  of .  .i,  387 ;  ii.  314 

—  tides  in i,  388, 7iote. 

—  brigantines  built  and  launch- 

ed, on i,432;  ii,  214 

—  opened  on  the  Spaniards ii,  167 

—  forded , ii,  178 

—  reconnoitred ii,  179 

—  flotilla  defeated  on ii,  223 

Tezpi ii,  386 

Thatch i,  89,  note,  112 

Theatrical  exhibitions i,   94 

Theogony  of  the  Greeks i,   61 

Thieves,  punishment  of i,   49 

Thomas  the  Apostle,  identified 

with  Quetzalcoatl i,  65,  note. 

327,  note;  ii,  388 

Thomson,  quoted 1, 189,  noU, 
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Thread,  Mexican i,  112,  404 

Tides  in  lake  Tezcuco i,  388,  note. 

Tien-a  callente.  i,  30,211,  2«1,  236,  ruite, 
269,  3J»9 

—  ftrrne,  ceded  to  Las  Casas i,  259 

—  friii 1,32 

Tiger i,  374,  TUfte. 

Time,  computation  of 1,  35,  95 

Tin i,  113;  ii,  313 

—  a  circulating  medium 1,118,408 

Tlzoc,  member  of  the  Qiaachio 

tin       ii,  80,  mjte. 

Tiiuopan,  or  Tacuba 1,  38, 137,  nrfte. 

ii,94 

—  lord  of,  HidH  Cacama i,  437 

—  headquarters  at li,  180 

—  burned li,  180 

—  Coi-t6sat        ii,  205 

—  Alvarado  in  command  at 11,  216 

—  deserted   ii,  220 

—  at  present  time li,  220 

—  causeway  of  i,  380 

—  retreat  Ijy  way  of . .  .11,  88-93,  179,  220 

—  carnage  on .  11,  89,  181 

Tlascala,   victims   for   sacriflce 

from - I,   77 

—  inimical  to  Montezuma  . . .  i,  218,  282 

—  emba.MHy  to  i,  277,  285,  301,  303 

—  fortification  at  limits  of 1,  278, 

283;  ii,  113 

—  llrst  settlement  of i,  279 

—  government  of i,  280,  818 

—  m«;ai»ing  of 1,  281:  ii,  102 

—  extent  of i,  283,  note. 

—  condition  at  coming  of  Span- 

iards     ..       1,284 

—  popidation  of 1,  289,  mtte,  318, 

319,  lUtte. 

—  banner  of  i ,  296 

—  Spaniards  at 1,816;  11,  16 

—  description  of 1,  817 

—  compared  with  Granada 1,817 

—  supplies  for  .Si»aniards  at 11,    35 

—  CorUjH'  return  to ii,  85,  84, 5»6, 

Il4,  186 

—  ffoldleftat 11,116 

—  Drigantlmis  builtat,  and  trans- 

port4-d.    ..    II,  130,  i:w,  114,  ItM,  173 

—  departure  from,  for  Mexico. .    II,  147 

—  CuuMiit/ca  at 11,150 

Tlascalan  allies l  830,840; 

11,  113,  127,  191,  19tJ,  214 

—  discover  a  ronsplmcy 1,  383 

—  light  (^holidauH  1,388 

—  make  slaves  of  ( iholuians 1,  340 

—  release  prisoners 1,840 

—  accompany  Cort^'W  to  Me.xlco 

1,  ".I"   -!   •'■': 

—  in  Mexico I,  .'{• 

11,  M,..,-..  ,... 

—  Join  Corf/^s  against  Narvaez      it.    16 

—  defeetion  of 11,  17,  254 

—  Join  ('ort/»«  on  his  return.  11,    85 

—  connc<tlon  of,  with  massacre  11, 

—  under  Alvarado 11, 

—  quarters  of IJ, 

—  In  the  r(>treat 11, 

—  guide  (;ort6« !1,  100 

—  fldehty  of 11,109,  114 

—  fortltudeof  11,102 

—  In  battle  of  Otumba 11,111 

—  return  to  TUflcala 11,115 
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Tlascalan  allies,  co-operation  of. 

11,126,128,148,177,180 

—  imitate  Spaniards 11,144 

—  burn  records ii,  152 

—  at  sack  of  Iztapalapan ii,  166 

—  in  battle  of  Clialco li,  ld8 

—  transport  brigantines ii,  174 

—  hor^tility  to  Aztecs ii,  183 

—  desire  to  return  home  with 

booty ii,  183 

—  efficiency  of,  in  Mexico ii,  23^,  .'43 

—  return  of ii.  i56 

Tlascalans i,216;  ii,  S6 

—  early  history  of  1,279 

—  trade  among i ,  2H1 

—  refuse  tribuUi  and  fl^ht 1,  2cS2 

—  joined  by  the  Otomies i,2S3 

—  fights  witli  Montezunui i,  283 

—  hatred  of  Mexico..  ..i,  284;  also  note. 

—  treatment  of  Cempoallan  en- 

voys  1,285,  287,288 

—  fight  Spaniards. . .  .i,  286,  288,  290,  •298, 

300.  :m 

—  envoys  meet  Cort6s i,  287 

—  etlect  of  artillery  on        1,291 

—  Cortes  sends  embassy  to i,  2^»8 

—  dress  of i.  2«.r7 

—  weapons  of . .   i ,  -'t*? 

—  dissensions  among  the  1,300 

—  embassy  t>topped  uy  Xlcoten- 

catl 1,:W3 

—  spies  punished  by  Cortes i,  310 

—  make  peace  with  Coitus i.  312 

—  character  of 1.319 

—  conversion  of 1,  321,  rjo/^.  322 

—  nuiids  marry  Spaidards i,  A*2 

—  regret  Ck>rt^s'  visit  to  Mexico.    1,  323 

—  account  of  Mouteizunui 1,  323,  324 

—  and  (^holnlans  reconciled. . .      i,  348 

—  Aztec  hatred  of 1,  370,  418 

—  al(U\)rt^H 11,    56 

—  ref us<'  to  enter  Into  an  alli- 

ance with  Aztecs 11,128 

—  exempted  from  slavery 11.317 

Tlatelolco,  market  of       I,  W,  115,  „nfti, 

403;  11,  24l.2ed 

—  occupied  by  besk>ged 11,  264,  2«»9 

—  entered  by  <.:ort^ II,  MS 

—  mofb'ru  name  of II,  •.•rt^ 

—  ptultleaflon  of li,  JS4 

—  rebuilt 11.313 

Tlatlau«|ultopee.     Ser  Coootlan. 
Tlaxealhm,  meaning  of 1,    8fl 

—  Ser  Tlasc4ila. 

Tobacco 1,  122,  188,  noif,  399 

Tobllios  Joins  ('ort/«s II,    17 

Toledo  In  Spain.  CortM  at II,  .^48 

'V    'ill,  eoiit  of  arms  of 11,  <^ 

1   a  sculptor II,  .3«l7 

1    .:.  .s,  the 1,84,  79;  U,  SW.  407 

Touatiuh.    See  Alvanido. 

T»H)ls        1,118;  11, 4W 

Tonleslllas,  treaty  of 1,842,  Ut-te. 

—  residence  «»f  Joanna I,  4.'W 

Torlblo  de  iU'nav«'ut««  1,  100.  u>40. 

3<W>,  utile,  867,  not4, 879.  ncfr, 

411.f>o/f,412,  «->/«.. 

—  on  thr  umigrs  of  Act(>c«      1,  875,  »i.>v. 

—  account  of  . .    I,  .'is I 

—  d««athof i.sea 

—  on  form  of  Mexican  t<»mpl«» 

.1,  40W,  not4,  410,  noU 
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Toribio  de  Benavente,  on  tem- 
ple Qf  Quetzalcoatl i,  414,  note. 

—  on  the  size  of  Tezcuco i,  436 

—  on  fountains ii,  113 

—  on  army  of  Xicotencatl.  ,ii,  125,  iwte. 

—  on  small  pox ii,  131,  note. 

Torquemada.i,  34,  note.,  39,  ')iote.,  137,  note. 

—  account  of i,   59 

—  uses  manusci'ipt  of  Sahagun      1,    81 

—  on  Mexican  intercalation..!,  97,  note. 

—  on  women i.  111,  note. 

—  on  population  of  Cempoalla 

i,  237,  note. 

—  on  pilgrims  to  Cholula.. .i,  329,  note. 

—  concerning  Toribio i,  382 

—  on  size  of  great  temple,  i,  410,  note. 

—  on  conversion  of  Montezuma 

ii,  77,  nde. 

—  concerning  the  Mexican  Eve. 

ii,  387,  note. 

—  Aztec  and  Israelitish  analo- 

gies    ii,  391,  note. 

Torres,  Juan  de i,  248 

Tortillas    ii,  239 

Tortures i,    74 

—  Guatemozin  put  to ii,  300 

Totonacs  visit  Cort6s i,  228 

—  supply  Cortes  with  food i,  235 

—  dressof i,  236 

—  love  for  flowers 1,  236,  note. 

—  extent  of  territory i,  238 

—  dislike  of  Montezimia i,  238,  239 

—  exactions  of  tax-gatherers ...    i,  240 

—  arrest  the  tax-collectors  i,  241 

—  Cort6s'  policy  as  to i,  241 

—  join  Spaniards i,  241,  268 

—  effect  of  Cort4s'  interview  with 

embassy,  on i,  245 

—  conversion  of i,  248 

—  friendship  of ii,  117 

Town  on  a  cliff i,  271 ;  ii,  191 

—  and  villages i,  293 

—  aquatic i,  360,  361,  365 

—  burned ii,  180, 194,  196,  202 

Trade  i,  118-120,  281, 391 

Traditions  concerning  Quetzal- 
coatl      i,   64 

—  Mexican ...     i,    94 

—  similar  in  two  continents ii,  385 

—  Asiatic  origin  of  Aztecs il,  397 

—  as  authority ii,  407 

Transubstantiation i,  376,  note. 

Travelling.    See  Couriers. . .    i,  222,  240 
Treasure,    Axayacatl's   discov- 
ered      1, 417 

—  division  of 1,  444,  446 ;  ii,  85 

—  transportation  of ii,   85 

—  lost ii,  90, 116, 167 

—  found  after  siege ii,  285 

—  taken  to  Spain  by  Cortes ii,  345 

Trees i,  197,319;  ii,  20 

—  Mexico  and  Central  America,  ii,  406 
See  Forests. 

Trials,  Aztec i,  47 

Tribes i,  51,  note. 

Tribunals,  in  Spain i,  161 

Ti-ibute 1,52, 113;  ii,  438 

—  exactions  of,  prepare  way  for 

Spaniards i,   53 

—  gatherers i,  240 

—  payment  of,  refused  by  Toto- 

nacs i,  240 


Tribute,  demanded  from  Tlas- 

calans i,  285 

—  Mexicans  otter i,  313 

—  ottered  by  Montezuma i,  356 

—  collected  for  Charles  V i,  443 

Trinidad  de  Cuba i,  184 

Triumphs i,  281 

Trophy,    mangled    remains   of 

horses  sent  as i,  290 

Truth,  punishment  for  violating    i,  133 

Truxillo,  Cortes  at ii,  336 

Tucap§l ii,  109,  note. 

Tudor,  William i,  270,  note ;  ii,  103, 

note,  147,  note. 

Tula,  capital  of  Toltecs i,  35 

—  the  Lady  of i.  152 

Tuna,  or  Indian  fig i,  287 

Turkeys i,  123 ;  also  note. 

—  wild i,  235 

—  artificial i,  347 

—  food  for  eagles  i,  394 

Turquoise,  Mosaic i,  366 

Tzin,  meaning  of   termination 

of ii,  141,  note. 

Tzompach,  hill  of i,  291,  314 

Tzompanco  or  Zumpango ,. .   ii,  100 

Ulloa,  discoveries  by ii,  359 

Ulmecs  foimd  Cholula i,  326,  note. 

Unity,  Aztec  idea  of i,    63 

Utensils,  domestic i,  116 

Uxmal,  ruins  at ii,  402,  406 

VALDERRAMA,  CRISTOVAIi  DE   . 

ii,  82,  note. 

Valladares,    Don    Joseph    Sar- 

miento ii,  83,  note. 

Valley  of  Mexico i,  33,  330,  354 ; 

ii,  36,  105,  148,  197 

Vanilla i,  112.  269 

Vases,  silver i,  114 

Vater. .  .ii,  386,  notCy  396,  rwte,  399,  note, 

400,  note. 

Vega,  Garcilaso  de  la ii,  404,  note. 

—  Manuel  de  la ii,  416 

—  Nufiez  de  la il,  387,  Tiote. 

Vegetation i,    32 

Veils i,  404 

Velasquez,  Don  Diego i,  164 

—  governor  of  Cuba i,|166 

—  sends  Cordova  on  an   expe- 

dition        i,  165 

—  sends  Grijalva  to  Yucatan  ...    i,  167 

—  sends   to   Hieronymite  com- 

mission        i,  169 

—  sends  Olid   in  quest  of  Gri- 

jalva i,  169 

—  selects  Cort6s  for   an    expe- 

dition       i,  169 

—  difficulties  with  Cort6s i,  174, 175 

—  orders  Cort6s  seized. .  i,  175, 185, 187 

—  sends  Cortes  to  Hispaniola. . .    i,  176 

—  reconciliation  with  Cortes —    i,  ly 

—  makes  Cort6s  Captain-General  i,  1/8 

—  instructions  to  Cort6s. .  .i,  180 ;  ii,  423 

—  receives   authority   to    colo- 

nize  i,  181,  note. 

—  Jealousy  of i,  181 

—  adherents  of,  oppose  Cort6s .  1,230,232 

—  attempts    to    intercept    dis- 

patches to  Spain i,  253 

—  fits  out  a  fleet  against^Coit^s .  1,253,457 
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1,457 
i,  457 
i,  458 


Velasquez,  Don  Diego,  Bends  to 

Spain  report  of  Cort68..i,  454,  note, 
456,  7U)te 

—  made  (plelantado 

—  selects  Narvaez  to  command 

fleet   

—  Interference  with,   by  Royal 

Audience  of  St.  Domingo. 

—  capture  of  forces  sent  to  Vera 

Cruz  l)y     11,  132 

—  BUHtained  by  Duero  in  Spain,    ii,  132 

—  alfnirs    in    Spain    in  relation 

to  ll,  208,  305,  308 

—  death  of ii,  310 

—  See  Narvaez. 

Venezuela i,  361 ,  note. 

Venice  and  Mexico 1,390 

Vera  Cruz,  New ...1,210,242,  note. 

—  natives  flock  to i,  211 

—  survey  of  coast 1,  440 

—  vessels  built  at 1,452 

—  built  at  San  Juan  de  Ulua 1,459 

—  Narvaez  at 1,459 

—  Narvaez's  plans  for  colony  at. 

1,460,464 

—  removal  to ii,  315 

—  Vieja,  or  Antigua  ....  1,  242,  note,  314 

—  See  Vilhi  Rica. 

Vera  Paz 1,283 

Vcrdugo,  Francisco i,  185 ;  ii,  210 

VcHpers,  etl(M;t  on  Aztecs 1,  226 

Vessels  of  gold  and  silver 1, 114 

—  See  ArnuKla. 
VesUil  flies.     See  Fires. 

Veytia. .  .1,  40,  98,  iu)te,  826,  note;  11,  104 
Villafana,  Antonio 11,209 

—  <l(ath  of II,  311 

Villaxes.  deserted I,  235 

VlUaf^utierre  on  desti^uctlon  of 

idols ll,  334,  note. 

Villa  Rica  de  Vera  Cruz,  settle- 
ment of,  by  Cort^ 1,231   242; 

If,  4;i0 

—  arrival  of  Spanish  vessel  at. .     1,  248 

—  despatch(!S  to  Spain  from. I,  249,  251 ; 

11,  135 

—  OiaMo  succeeds  Ks(;iilant<v. ..     1,  4111 

—  SaU'Ioval  succrcds  Oi"ado  at .  i, 431, 461 

—  Rodpl^o  l^ingre,  cominander 

at 11,    34 

—  ro-lnforcenirnts  cutoff II,  116 

—  nu-HHeuf^er  to 11,117 

—  ti(»»|)M  «)r(|ered  from H,  117 

—  departure  fioni,  for  Cuba II,  132 

—  caj)liirr  of  tr(M)ps  sent  to,  by 

Vrlas<iuez II,  132 

—  vesselsnt      11,  132,  IHH,  257 

—  Tapia  sent  to 11,  a0".»,  305 

—  ('orf<'.sat li,:H4 

—  colonization  of II,  430 

Vines  to  he  planted 11.320 

VhKil  <l noted il,  lOJ,,  tudr. 

Virgin  Mary,  hniigo  of    .1,  22»i,  2Ih,  .{46, 

...   421 ;  ll  '.n»,  mitr. 

-appears  In  battle 11,75,  ill,  tuiCr.  \ 

Volaiile II,  IHl 

Volcanoeu,  rennilna  of I.    32 

—  Cofre  do  Purot« 1 ,  220,  272 

—  Orizaba 1,  2JM,  270,  ;i:i0 

—  ropocatepetl  and  I/tiucihuaf  I. 

I,  330,  850,  4 IJ;  II,  147 

—  uf«  of  ill*  word i,  351,  note. 


Voltaire 1,  79,  note,  437,  note; 

.  . ..ii,  76,  note,  111,  note,  362,  iwt^. 
Vomito,  or  Bilious  fever. i,  31, 211,  note, 

292,  mjte,  270 

Vultures ii,  148 

Wal,dkck I,  166,  nftte;  il,  402,  note, 

405,  mAe,  407,  note. 

"Wall  of  serpents i,  409 ;  ii,  229 

—  of  stone    i,  278 

Wampum    used   for    x'ecording 

events i,  88,  note. 

War,  Aztec  ideas  of i,   54 

—  mode  of  declaring i,    54 

—  a  crusade i,  54,  56 

—  object  of 1,  77,292 

—  council  of i,  133 

—  Tlascalan  love  of I,  281 

—  Cholulans  disqualified  for 1,  327 

—  evils  of i,  344,  345 

—  -cry  of  Tlascalans 1,289,  298 

— god.     iSee  Huitzilopotchli. 

Warburton,   Wni i,  84,  note. 

Warehouses  for  revenue i,  394 

Warren,  John  C 11,399,  Mote. 

Warriors,  dress  of  Aztec i,  55;  ii,  66 

—  Tlascalan i,  29« 

Watchword ii,  22,  26 

Water,  ablutions  at  table 1,  12i 

—  aqueducts  for 1,  141,  217,  39S 

—  want  of    .    ii,  34  42,  264 

—  for  puritication ii,  391,  note. 

See  Acjueducts  and  Tezcuco  lake. 

Water-fowl i,  396 

Watts,  Isaac I,  66,  note. 

Weapons,  of  Tlascalans i,  297 

—  Azt^ic 11,   66 

Weights,  tniknown  to  Aztecs.  .1, 408,444 

Wheat,  yield  of   1.  830,  nof«, 

Wheels,  chiotiological I»  99,  notf. 

—  ot  gold  and  silvi-r i,  289 

Wilkinson,  Sir  J.  G.,  on  Iron... 

ll,40e,  m^e. 

Wines 1,21J 

Wives  of  Mont«zuma I,  8S>7,  iiotr; 

il,  434 

Women,  sacriflce  of I,  75,  153,  tU)te. 

—  rtopliocU's  on    Kgyptlan   men 

and 1,  111,  tuie. 

— Torquetnada  on 1,  111,  iU)te. 

—  employment    and   treatment 

of.  In  Mexico  ...I,  111,  120,  122,  126 

—  Azt«-e   1,121,404 

—  In  Asia I,  126 

—  Totonae 1.236 

—  treatment  of,  by  CorU\fl.       II,  222.  276 

—  heroiHUi  of II,  255.  2^'»,  275 

in  New  Spain Ii,315 

W(M)den-ware.  Aztec 1.116 

World,  tradition  of  destruction 

of     1,65,  104 

Wounds,   lack  of  medicaments 

for U,«Si»,  n44f. 

Writing,  hloroglyphlcal 1,84 

Xalai'Inoo  .        1,876.  futfr. 

Xalapa.      .Srr  Jalau 1,870 

Xjiltoian,  battle  <»f  11,177 

Xamarlllo,    Don  .lunn,  mani<« 

Marina    ...  il,  SM 

Xlooten(*all,  the  rider,  chief  of 

TlMMalans..  i.MI 
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Xicotencatl,  reception  of  Cort6B, 

by i,317 

—  welcomeB  Cort§s  from  Mexico  ii,  114 

—  baptized ii,  137 

—  ominous  words  of ii,  253 

Xicotencatl,    the     younger,     a 

Tlascalan  commander .  .i,  285,  289, 
291,  294,  300 

—  banner  of i,  289,  296 

—  orders  a  reti'eat i,  291 

—  reply  to  envoys  from  Cort6s      i,  294 

—  counsels  resistance i,  302 

—  refuses  to  disband  his  army,    i,  304 

—  character  of i,  304,  305 

—  sends  spies  to  Cortes  i,  310 

—  visits  Cortes  i,  311 

—  description  of i,  311 

—  countenances  jealousies ii,  120 

—  favors  alliance  with  Aztecs. .   ii,  122 

—  number  of  soldiers  of ii,  125,  note. 

—  marches  against  Tepeacans . .   ii,  125 

—  at  Chalco ii,  215 

—  leaves  the  army ii,  217 

—  death  of ii,  218 

Xilotepec,  hunters  of i,  404 

Xim^nes,     Cardinal,     destroys 

maniiscripts i,  90 

—  commission  to  redress  Indian 

grievances i,  163,  258 

—  administration  of i,  160 ;  ii,  208 

Xochicalco,  lake i,  360 

—  temple  of ii,  401,  405 

Xochimilco i,  404 ;  ii,  197,  231 

Xoloc,  fort  of i,  366 :  ii,  204 

—  headquarters  at ii,  224 

—  fleet  at ii,  224 

Xuarez,  Catalina,  marriage   of 

Cort4s  with i,  174, 176,  177 

—  joins  her  husband ii,  316 

—  death  of ii,  316  354,  note. 

Tsars,  Aztec i,   95 

—  division  of  time  into     i,  96,  98 

—  Tartar  method  of  computing. 

i,  9S,  n«^. 


Years,  hieroglyphics  for .  i,  98, 100,  indU\ 
ii,  394,  note. 

—  names  for ii,  394,  note. 

Yuca  plant ii,  328 

Yucatan,  architecture  of .  .i,  165 ;  ii,  403 

—  meaning  of i,  165, 166,  note. 

—  civilization  of i,  166 

—  discovery  of,  by  Cordova i,  166 

—  named  New  Spain    i,  166 

—  Ordaz    sent    to    rescue    cap- 

tive Christians i,  192,  195 

—  canoe  from,  with  Aguilar —    i,  195 

—  mentioned ii,  335^  402 

—  ruins  in ii ,  402 

Yxtacamaxtitlan i,  274,  276,  note.,  277 

Zacatecas,  mines  of ii,  320,  857 

Zacatula,  fleet  at ii,  314,  321 

ZacotoUan,  copper  from i .  113 

Zahuatl,   river i,  318 

Zahuapan,  brigantines  tried  on 

the ii,  174 

Zavala,  Don  Lorenzo i>  90,  note. 

Zodiacal  signs,  co-incidences  as 

to       ii,  394 

Zoltepec,  massacre  at ii,  173 

Zuazo  in  regard  to  Mexican  tem- 
ples   i,  72,  note. 

—  on  Aztec  buildings i,  393,  note. 

—  on  feather  work i,  404,  note,. 

—  on  mechanical  skill  of  Aztecs 

i,  405,  nde. 

—  on  the  Aztec  cuisine i,  406,  note. 

—  on  number  of  people  in  Tez- 

cuco i,  436,  ntite. 

—  urges    Cortes    to    return    to 

Mexico ii,  338 

Zumarraga,Don  Juan  de.i,76,7W)te  ;ii,420 

—  destroys  manuscripts i,    89 

—  destroys  statue  of  the  STin ii,  105 

Zuinpango,  or  Tzompanco ii,  100 

Zuniga,  Dona  Juana  de,  second 

wife  of  Cort6s ii,  851 

Zurita i,  46,  note,  49,  noa,  51,  Twte- 

klytwU.ldi.noU. 


